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THE  favour  and  attention  fliewn  by  the 
Public  to  Leftures  on  the  Firft  Twelve 
CSiapters  of  Ifaiah,  have  induced  the  Author  to 
lay  before  them  another  Volume.  If  any  apo- 
logy i&  thought  neceilary  for  this  publication, 
he  would  gladly  reft  it  on  motives  of  gratitude^ 
for  that  indulgence  and  encouragement  by  which 
he  is  anio^ated  to  proceed  in  his  labours.  Such 
is  the  variety  of  tafte  and  fentiment,  that  pofllbly 
the  Ledures  formerly  publiflied,  may  appear  to 
fome  Readers  more  important  and  interefting 
than  thofe  contained  in  this  Volume ;  to  others, 
thofe  now  prefented  to  the  Public,  may  be 
thought  more  inftruftive  and  ufeful :  and  there 
is  litde  doubt,  that  both  thefe  opinions  will  be 
rcverfed.  The  fubjeds  treated  in  the^  firft  part 
of  thefe  Prophecies,  muft  be  allowed  to  poflefs 
a  decided  fuperiority  to  thofe  contained  in  the 
Twelve  Chapters  that  immediately  follow,  which 
chiefly  relate  to  matters  of  lefs  general  moment 
and  utility.  They  are  therefore  difcufled  vnih 
greater  brevity,  according  to  the  apprehended 
importance  of  the  feveral  topics  which  are  occa- 
fiooally  introduced.  The  fubjedts  of  which  the 
Prophet  difcourfes  in  the  next  Six  Chapters,  are 
unqueftionably  of  equal  excellence  and  fublir 
mity  with  thofe  comprifed  in  the  former  Vo- 
lume, and  elucidated  with  no  lefs  elegance  and 
beauty.  They  confequently  claim  a  more  full 
difcuffion,  and  are  more  amply  illuftrated  in  the 
latter  part  of  thefe  Le&ures.  The  Author  con- 
tinues his  ardent  wifhes,  that  the  God  of  all 
grace  may  abundantly  blefs  this  Expofition,  and 
render  it  effectual  for  promoting  the  heft  in- 
terefts  of  thofe  who  are  pleafed  to  read  it. 
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i>RELIMINARY  OBSERVATIONS. 

WE  now  ^enter  upon  the  Second  Part  of  theK 
Prophecies,  in  which  furprifing,  variegated, 
and  inftrudive  fcenes  are  prefetited  to  view.  The 
future  fortunes  of  the  neighbouring  nations  to  Ca- 
naan, which  were  clofely  connedied  with  the  affairs 
of  the  people  of  God,  are  here  faithfully  delineated* 
The  fubjedl  chiefly  treated  in  the  difcourfe  before  us, 
18  truly  affefting.  It  exhibits  a  moving  reprefenta- 
tion  of  the  awful  judgments  whith  the  Almighty,  ill 
the  coutfc  of  divine  providence,  woiild  certainly  exe- 
cute upon  the  implacable  adverfaries  of  his  church. 
Thefe  predi&ed  calamities,  the  rcfult  of  his  wife  coun- 
fels,  were  to  difplay  before  the  world  his  confum- 
mate  righteoufnefs,  and  to  promote  the  good  of  his 
people,  by  delivering  them  from  the  oppreffion  of 
their  wicked  and  malevolent  enemies.  Whilft  the 
contemplation  of  thefe  terrible  judgments  which  are 
here  defcribed,  calls  forth  pity  and  commiferation  to- 
ward thofe  againd  whom  they  Were  denounced,  it 
lays  a  fure  foundation  for  the  confidence,  confolation, 
and  joy  of  thofe  who  have  the  Lord  for  their  God, 
Vol..  IL  A  and 
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and  v^ho  demean  themfelves  as  the  dutiful  fubjeds  oi 
bis  Son's  kingdom. 

The  long  difcourfe,  which  is  comprehended  in 
this  and  the  following  chapters,  on  to  the  twenty- 
third  inclufive,  may  be  divided  into  eight  different 
feftions.  The  firft  relates  to  the  dcftruftion  of  Ba- 
bylon, chap,  xiii.— ver.  28.  of  chap.  xiv.  ■  The 
fecond  predifts  the  overthrow  of  the  rhiliftines,  chap. 

xiv.  ver.  28.^—32. The  third  treats  of  the  defo- 

late  condition  to  which  Moab  was  to  be  reduced » 

chap.  XV.  and  xvi. ^The  fourth  reprefents  the  ca^ 

lamitous  ftate  of  the  Syrians,  the  Ephraimites,  the 
Affyrians,  and  the  Egyptians,  chap.  xvii.  and  xviii.— 
The  fifth  defcrtbes  the  defolation  of  Egypt,  and  its 
return  to  the  Lord,  with  the  calamities  which  were 
to  be  inflided  upon  Ethio'pia  and  the  Arabians,  chap, 
xix.  and  xx.  ■  The  fixth  foretels  the  complete  over- 
throw of  the  Babylonian  empire,  with  which  are  con- 
nected the  miferics  which  were  to  befal  the  Idumeans 
and  Arabians,  chap,  xxi.*-  »  The  feventh  exhibits^ 
the  diftreiTi^s  which  were  to  be  fent  upon  Judah  and  « 
Jerufalem,  by  means  of  Sennacherib,  chap.  xxii. 
The  eighth  delhieates  the  deftruftion  of  Tyre,  chap» 
xxiii* 

Thefe  predictions  feem  to  be  principally  intended 
to  convey  the  following  important  inftruCtions,  tvhich 
we  ought  to  learn  from  them :  i.  That  the  moft 
powerful  enemies  of  the  people  of  God,  who  oppofe 
their  interefts,  and  opprefs  their  perfons,  (hall  not 
efcape  the  righteous  judgments  of  Heaven,  but  ftiaU 
certainly  pertih  in  their  hoftilc  attempts  againfl:  the 
church  of  God,  and  fooner  or  later  (hall  feel  the 

weight  of  divine  vengeance. 2.  That  the  God  of  all 

comfort  will  never  fail  to  adminifter  confolation  to 
his  opprefTed,  dejeded  fervants,  when  they  are  in  dan- 
gerous circumftances,  and  moft  apt  to  be  overwhelm- 
ed with  dread  of  their  formidable  enemies,  and  the 
imminent  dangers  to  which  they  arc  expofed.  ■  ■ 
And,  3.  That  in  the  deftruClion  of  Babylon,  and  the 

other 
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other  powers  that  were  adverfe  to  Ifrael  of  old,  tnen 
niigbt  behold  a  (Iriking  reprefentation  of  the  unavoid- 
able overthrow  of  all  the  nations  on  the  earth,  who 
perfifl:  in  virulent  oppofition  to  the  kingdom  of  our 
Lord  and  his  Chrift. 

The  prophecy  which  comes  firft  under  confidera- 
tion,  comprehended  in  this  and  the  next  chapter,  on 
to  ver.  28.  foretels  the  deftruftion  of  Babylon  by  the 
Medes  and  PerHans.  This  great  event  was  to  be  the 
mean  of  delivering  the  Jews  from  the  captivity  in 
which  they  had  been  long  detained  ;  and  having  been 
predicted  probably  about  two  hundred  years  before 
its  accompfi(hment,  the  profpeft  it  afforded  would 
revive  the  dejefted  minds  of  the  men  of  Judah  with 
the  hope  of  releafe.— The  prophecy  opens  with  the 
command  of  Ood,  to  gather  together  the  forces  which 

he  had  appointed  to  this  fcrvice,  ver,  4.  and  3. 

Upon  which  the  prophet  immediately  hears  the  tu- 
multuous noife  of  the  different  nations  crowding  to- 
gether to  his  ftandard ;  he  fees  them  advancing;  pre- 
pared to  execute  the  divine  vengeance,  ver.  4.  and  5. — 
He  then  proceeds  to  defcribe  the  dreadful  cbnfequences 
vith  which  this  vifitatipn  was  to  be  accompanied, 
ver.  6. — I  !•— . — Under  a  variety  of  the  mod  {hiking 
images,  the  dreadful  deftrudion  of  Babylon  is  next 

fei  forth,  ver.   12. — 16. ^The  chapter  concludes 

with  a  defcription  of  the  everlafling  defolation  to 
which  that  great  city  is  doomed,  ver.  17.  to  the  end. 


CHAF.    XIII, 

THE  burden  of  Babylon,  which  Ifaiah  the 
fon  of  Amoz  did  fee. 

The  city  of  Babylon,  famous  for  its  antiquity  and 
grandeur,  flood  in  a  large  plain,  remarkable  for  its 
rich  and  fertile  foil,  which  lay  alon^  the  banks  of  the 

river 


LECTURES  ON  the^     Chap.  XIIL 


y^ 


riv^r  Eqpbrat^s.  It  was  furrounde^  with  walls, 
which  were  eighty-feven  feet  in  thi^knef§,  three 
hundred  and  fitty  feet  in  height,  and  fixty  miles  in 
length.  Thefe  immenfe  walls  were  built  of  large 
bricks,  cemented  by  a  fort  of  glutinous  pitch  found 
in  that  country.  On  the  outfide  of  the  walls  a  great 
ditch  was  formed,  which  was  lined  with  bricks,  and 
'  filled  with  water.  The  walls  were  built  in  the  form 
of  a  fquare,  each  fide  of  which  was  fifteen  miles  in 
length,  and  had  twenty-five  gates,  that  were  made* 
of  folid  brafs.  At  each  of  the  four  corners  was  a 
tower,  and  betwen  every  two  gates  were  three  towers, 
raifed  about  teii  feet  higher  than  the.  watjs.  OppoAte 
to  the  twenty-five  gates  were  twenty-five  ftreets,  about 
,one  hundred  and  fifty  feet  wide,  which  went  in 
{{raight  lines  to  the  gates  on  the  other  fide ;  fo  that 
there  were  fifty  ftreets  in  the  city,  fifteen  miles  long, 
crofling  each  other  at  right  angles.  .Befides,  there 
were  four  ftreets  next  to  the  walls,  about  two  hun- 
dred feet  broad.  In  this  manner  the  city  was  divided 
into  fix  hundred  and  feventy-^x  fquares,  each  of 
which  was  two  miles  and  one  quarter  in  circum- 
ference ;  on  the  fides  of  which  ftood  the  houfes,  of 
three  and  four  ftories  high,  richly  ornamented.  '  In 
the  midft  of  the  fmall  iquarea  were  gardens  and 
pleafure-grounds, 

A  branch  of  the  great  river  Euphrates  ran  through 
the  city,  from  north  to  fouth.  On  each  fide  of  th^  . 
river  a  wall  was  built,  of  the  fame  thicknefs  with 
thofe  which  encompaffed  the  city ;  in  which,  over 
againft  every  ftreet  that  led  to  the  river,  were  gates 
of  brafs;  from  which  a  defcent,  formed  by  fteps,  went 
down  to  the  water,  for  th6  convenience  of  the  inha- 
bitants. Over  the  river  was  built  a  bridge,  a  furlong 
in  length,  and*  thirty  feet  wide,  executed  with  won- 
derful art ;  the  arches  of  which  were  made  of  large 
ftones,  faftened  together  with  chains  of  iron  and 
melted  lead.  To  prevent  the  injuries  to  which  the 
city  and  cpuntry  adjacent  were  expofed,  from  the  \x)ir 
•.  .  '  undaiions 
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vndadoDS  of  the  Euphrates,  two  artificial  canals  were 
cut  at  bme  diftance  above  the  city,  by  which  the  courfe 
of  the  waters  was  dire&ed  into  the  Tigris ;  and  prodi- 
gioas  banks  were  fortnedon  each  fide  the  river,  to  keep 
the  waters  in  their  channel.  To  facilitate  the  execu-> 
tion  of  thefe  great  works,  it  is  faid  that  a  very  large  ar- 
tificial lake  was  dug,  of  forty  miles  fquare,  and  thirty- 
five  feet  deep,  into  which  the  waters  of  the  river  were 
turned,  by  means  of  a  canal,  until  the  whole  enter- 
prile  was  finifhed. 

At  each  end  of  the  bridge  was  a  magnificent  palace, 
the  one  of  which  had  a  communication  with  the  other, 
by  means  of  a  vault  that  wa,^  made  under  the  channel 
of  the  river.  The  palace,  on  the  ez^fl,  is  faid  to  have 
been  three  miles  and  three  quarters  in  compafs ;  and 
that  on  the  weft,  feven  miles  and  a  half:  and  both 
were  furrounded  with  three  walls,  at  confiderable 

diftances. ^There  were  alfo  in  this  city  hanging 

gardens,  containing  a  fquare,  meafuring  four  hun-> 
dred  feet  on  each  fide.  They  were  made  in  form  of 
terraces,  carried  up  as  high  as  the  walls  of  the  city, 
by  means  of  arches  built  on  the  top  of  arches,  and 
cncompaffed  by  a  wall  of  twenty-two  feet  in  thick- 
nefs.  On  the  top  of  the  arches  were  laid  large  (tones : 
thefe  were  covered  with  reeds,  mixed  with  bitumen, 
upon  which  were  laid  bricks  cemented  with  plafter ; 
and  above  all  thefe,  thick  fheets  of  lead,  on  which  was 
laid  the  mould  of  the  gardens,  fo  deep  that  the 
largeft  trees  might  grow  there.  In  the  upper  terrace 
was  a  pump,  by  which  water  was  drawn  up  from  the 
river,  to  moiften  the  foil  of  the  gardens.  In  the 
arches  were  magnificent  apartments,  from  wbicl^ 
were  feen  themoft  beautiful  profpecls. 

The  magnificent  temple,  which  was  built  in  the 
form  of  a  pyramid,  flood  near  the  palace ;  and,  at 
the  foundarion,  mcafured  half  a  mile  in  compafs. 
The  tower,  on  the  top  of  it,  was  faid  to  be  a  furlong 
in  height ;  on  which  was  raifed  an  obfervatory,  the 
jfcent  to  which  was'by  fl^rs'on  the  outfide,  turned 

in 
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in  the  manner  of  a  fpiraj  line.  In  this  temple  was 
,  performed  the  worfliip  of  the  god  Belus  or  Baal,  and 
other  deities.  The  riches  it  contained  in  ftatueSy 
tables,  £sf f .  were  immenfe,  reckoned  by  fome  to  have 
amounted  to  (wenty-one  millions  Sterling.  Such  were 
the  wonderful  ftrudures  for  which  this  great  city  was 
renowned,  and  by  which  it  was  richly  ornamented. 

Babylon  was  no  lefs  remarkable  for  antiquity  than 
grandeur.  The  foundations  df  the  city  were  laid  by 
Nimrod,  the  great  grandfon  of  Noah,  about  a  hun- 
dred years  after  the  deluge.  In  after  times,  Semiramis, 
that  fhe  might  furpafs  ail  who  had  preceded  her  in 
enterprife  and  magnificence,  and  immortalize  her 
name,  employed  two  millions  of  men  in  building  an4 
decorating  this  royal  einporiun^  of  the  Babylonxfii 
empire ";  which  increafed  through  various  periods, 
until  it  ^jttained  the  fummit  of  its  power  and  fplendor 
in  the  days  pf  Nebuchadnezzar.  This  is  great  Ba- 
bylon, of  which  Ifaiah  treats  in  the  prophecy  be- 
fore us. 

The  burden.  The  root  from  which  the  word  here 
tranflated  burden  is  derived,  fignifies  to  lift  up  or  to 
l>ear  ;  and,  by  an  eafy  tranfition,  it  is  ufed  to  denote 
the  awful  doom  pronounced  upon  a  perfon  or  people. 
The  prophecies  containing  denunciations  of  diving 
judgments,  which  were  to  be  inflided  upon  various 
nations  as  the  juft  punifhment  of  .their  wickeduefs, 
ate  called  burdens  in  this  and  the  following  chapters. 
Such  was  to  be  the  intolerable  weight  of  the  predicted  * 
calamities,  that  they  were  greatly  to  diftrefs  and  crulh 
thofe  on  whom  they  were  laid.  So  heavy  and  unfup-i 
portable  are  the  effefts  of  the  divine  difpleafure,  that 
they  are  a  burden  by  far  toa  much  for  men  to  bear. 
This  truth  was  acknowledged  by  David,  the  fervant 
of  the  Lord,  in  thefe  words :  *  Mine  iniquities  are 
'  gone  over  mine  head  :  as  an  heavy  burden  they  are 
♦  too  heavy  for  me  *.'   So  great  was  the  load  of  guilt 

*  Fffd.  zxxviii.  4. 

which 
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which  he  had  contra£ted,  and  fo  dreadful  the  vrrath 
of  God  he  defenred,  that  he  apprehended  it  altoge- 
ther intolerable*  If  the  hand  of  God  is  thus  heavy 
on  his  people,  when  he  chaftens  them  for  their  profit, 
how  dreadful  muft  be  thofe  terrible  calamities  where* 
by  he  puniihes  and  confumes  the  wicked!  None 
knoweth  the  power  of  God's  anger,  the  aWful  effefts 
of  which  cruih  into  ruin  the  ftrongeft  nations  of  the 
earth,  and  prove  a  burden  too  heavy  for  them  to  fuf** 
lain.  So  frequently  was  this  expreffion  ufed  by  the 
prophets  of  the  Lord,  that  there  were  fome  fcoflPers 
who,  on  that  account,  derided  them  with  contempt, 
with  whom  God  was  highly  difpleafed,  and  whom  he 
threatened,  by  the  prophet  Jeremiah,  feverely  to 
puniih,  in  tfaefe  words :  '  And  \lrhen  this  people,  or 
'  the  prophet,  or  a  pried,  ihall  afk  thee,  faying, 

•  What  is  the  burden  of  the  Lord  ?  thou  (halt  then 

•  fey  unto  them,  What  burden?   I  will  even  forfake 

•  you,  faith  the  Lord*.' This  burden  Ifaiah^  th$ 

fin  ofAmcfz^  did  fee.  The  calamities  which  he  fore* 
told  were  to  be  inflifled  on  Babylon  were  very 
clearly  revealed  to  him,  probably  by  means  of  a 
vifion,  whefeiu  he  had  a  diftinft  reprefentation 
of^  the  approaching  divine  judgments  that  (hould 
fpread  defolation  over  that  great  city^  This  vifion 
which  he  beheld,  either  with  his  bodily  fight,  or 
with  the  fcyes  of  bis  mind,  was  attended  with  fuch 
(atisfying  evidence,  and  convincing  power,  that  he 
could  not  entettain  a  doubt  concerning  the  truth  of 
what  he  relates. 

r 

2  Lift  ye  up  a  banner  upon  the  high  moun- 
tain, exalt  the  .voice  unto  them,  (hake  the  hand, 
that  they  may  go  into  the  gates  of  the  nobles. 

The  prophecy  begins  with  the  command  of  God, 
to  colleft  together  the  forces  which  he  had  appointed 

*  Jcr.  xxiii.  33.  eifeq^ 

to 
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to  execute  righteous  judgments  upon  Babylon.  To 
the  Lord  of  hofts  it  belongeth  to  mufter  the  armies 
of  battle,  and  to  give  out  his  orders  to  his  fervants, 
that  they  may  fulfil  the  purpofes  which  he  hath  form-* 
(cd.  The  armies  whom  the  Almighty  was  to  employ, 
as  the  indruments  of  his  vengeance  againfb  Babylon, 
were  to  be  compofed  of  Medes  and  Perfians ;  and  ta 
tbem  the  orders,  here  delivered,  may  be  confidered 
as  particularly  addrefled,  though  it  is  unneceflary 
anxioufly  to  inquire,  who  were  the  perfons  by  whom 
the  command  was  given  ?  ^  In  explaining  prophetic 
vifions,  it  is  of  much  more  importance  to  attend  to 
the  leading  truths  which  were  thereby  illuftrated,^and 
the  principal  defigns  for  which  they  are  recorded, 
than  to  minute  circumftances,  which  may  be  men* 
tioned  only  to  conned  their  feveral  parts  together. — 
The  orders  are  thus  expreffed,  Lift  ye  up  a  banmif^ 
upon  the  high  mountain.  Three  different  (igns  have 
been  ufed  to  colled  troops  together  with  expedition, 
for  hoftile  purpofes,  all  of  which  are  required  to  be 
m^d£  on  this  occaflon.  Well  known  confpicuous 
lignals,  fuch  as  lifting  up  a  banner  dr  ftandard  o|i  a 
high  hill,  are  firft  mentioned.  Loud  calls  were  to  be 
given  to  the  foldiers,  by  fuch  voices,  and  great  founds  j 
as  might  be  heard  at  a  confiderable  diftance.  Befides, 
fome  fignificant  geftures  were  to  be  likewife  employ- 
ed, fuch  as  fhaking  the  hand,  in  order  to  convene 
military  people  from  all  quarters,  and  to  haften  their 
march  to  the  arduous  fervice  of  attacking  Babylon.—- 
Tlie  defign  of  all  thefe  fignals  was.  That  they  may  ga 
into  the  gates  of  the  nobles.  That  they  might  enter 
into  thofe  ftrongly  fortified  gates,  which  feemed  for 
ever  to  exclude  the  approach  of  an  enemy :  that  they 
might  enter  thofe  fplendid  doors,  by  whicH  the 
princes  and  nobles  of  Babylon  went  into  their  (lately 
palaces<  The  words  plainly  intimate,  that  all  the' 
creatures  are  under  the  direction  of  divine  Provi* 
dence,  tvho  difpofes  of  them  as  he  pleafes,  and  afligns 
them  the  various  fervices  which  they  are  to  perform. 

They 
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I 
I 

They  ftrongly  exprefs  the  fuccefs  with  which  the 
martial  achievements  of  the  forces,  colleded  by  the 
above  fignals, '  fhould  be  attended,  through  the  re- 
markable interpofition  of  divine  Providence,  remov- 
ing every  impediment  that  might  retard  their  pro- 
greis. 

3  I  have  commanded  my  iandified  ones,  I 
have  alfo  called  my  mighty  ones  for  mine  anger, 
^wif  them  that  rejoice  in  mybighnefs, 

Thefe  words  defcribe  the  character  of  the  people 
whom  the  Almighty  was  to  employ,  in  executing  his 
purpofes  with  refpefl:  to-Babylon.— — /  have  com^ 
manded  my  fanBified  ones.  •  The  perfons  here  intend- 
ed, were  not  really  and  internally  fan£Ufied,  and 
made  holy ;  but  they  were  chofen  and  fet  apart  by 
the  Lord  of  hofts,  to  perform  the  arduous  fervice  ta 
which  they  were  called.  In  the  ftyle  of  fcripture, 
people  are  fometimes  faid  to  be  fan£tified,  who  are 
feparated,  by  the  providence  of  God,  to  any  import- 
ant work,  by  which  the  divine  glory  is  illuftrioufly 
difplayed.  Thus,  in  the  Prophecies  of  Zephaniah, 
chap.  i.  7.  it  is  faid,  '  The  Lord  hath  fandified,  or 
'  prepared  his  guefls.'  In  this  fenfe  the  expreflion 
mud  be  underftood  in  the  words  before  us.  The 
people  are  farther  defcribed  in  the  following  claufe 
of  this  verfe :  /  have  alfo  called  my  mighty  ones  for  mine 
anger.  The  troops  of  Media  and  Perfia,  who  are 
here  intended,  wefe  renowned  for  their  valour  and 
flrength ;  and,  on  thefe  accounts,  are  celebrated  by 
thofe  who  have  delineated  their  charader.  God  calls 
them  his  mighty  ones,  in  as  much  as  from  him  they 
derived  all  their  military  (kill  and  prowefs,  and  to 
him  they  were  indebted  for  the  wonderful  fuccefs 
which  accompanied  their  enterprifes,  particularly 
againft  Babylon^  If  they  vanquished  all  oppofition, 
if  they  proved  invincible  in  war,  if  their  attempts 
were  crowned  with  viftory,  di  this  proceeded  from 

Vol.  1L  B  the 
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the  Lord  mighty  in  battle,  ivho  appointed  them  to  be 
the  minifters  of  his  wrath  and  vengeance;— ^-To  com- 
plete the  defcription,  it  is  added,  Even  them  thai  te- 
joke  in  my  highnefs.  Jehovah  is  the  Moft  High  over 
all  the  earth,  whofe  fovereign  dominion  extendeth  to 
all  perfons,  to  all  times,  and  to  all  places.  He  com- 
mands and  forbids,  he  rewards  and  punifhes,  he  ex- 
alts and  deprefles,  according  to  his  pleafure.  All 
power  and  highnefs  is  in  God,  and  derived  from  him, 
and  therefore  ought  men  to  rejoice.  Though  the 
people  fpoken  of  knew  notlhe  true  God,  who  girded 
them  for  war,  who  went  before  them,  and  brake  in 
pieces  the  gates  of  brafs,  and  the  bars  of  iron,  to  give 
them  the  treafnres  of  darknefs  5  yet  they  exulted  in 
the  undaunted  fortitude  with  which  he  endowed 
them,  and  in  the  hazardous  enterprifes  to  which  he 
appointed  them,  in  the  execution  of  which  he  en- 
abled them  to  furmount  all  oppofition. 

Such  are  the  outlines  of  the  charafter  of  that 
people,  whom  God  commanded  and  called  to  exe- 
cute his  fierce  anger,  and  to  inflift  his  righteous 
judgments  upon  Babylon.  By  this  command  and 
call,  we  muft  not  fuppofe  that  he  excited,  in  the 
minds  of  the  Medes  and  Perfians,  the  corrupt  difpo- 
fitions  of  pride,  revenge,  and  luft  of  power,  front 
whence  wars  commonly  originate,  and  by  which  con- 
tending nations  are  generally  aftuated.  In  perfeft 
confiftency  with  the  infinite  purity  of  his  divine  na- 
ture, God  afligned  them  this  fervice,  in  the  courfe  of 
his  providence :  he  fo  over-ruled  the  counfcls  and  de- 
figns  of  thefe  powerful  kingdoms,  as  to  accomplilh  the 
wife  purpofes  which  he  had  in  view. — —The  greateft 
empires  in  the  world  are  only  the  inftruments  which 
the  Almighty  is  pleafed  to  employ,  in  executing  the 
plans  which  he  hath  formed.  With  perfed  eafe,  and 
certain  fuccefs,  he  could  fulfil  all  his  defigns  with- 
out their  aid.  He  needeth  not  their  help,  nor  doth 
his  work  depend  on  their  affiflance ;  but  he  calls 
them  to  his  fervice,  to  (hew  that  he  hath  ufe  for 

them^ 
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fhem,  that  he  hath  command  over  them,  and  can 
render  them  fuccefsful  in  the  moii  hazardous  eater- 

prifes, 

4  The  noife  of  a  multitude  in  the  moun* 
tains,  like  as  of  a  great  peoplq :  a  tumultuous 
noife  of  the  kingdoms  of  nations  gathered  to- 
gether :  the  Lord  of  hofts  muftereth  the  hoft  of 
the  battle. 

This  verfe  reprefents  the  prompt  obedience  which 
ihoold  be  given  to  the  divine  command,  by  the  na- 
tions to  whom  the  call  of  God  was  directed. The 

pmphet  immediately  hears  the  tumultuous  noife  of 
the  feveral  kingdoms  to  whom  the  Mod  High  had 
iifued  his  orders,  aifembltng  in  vaft  numbers,  with 
the  utinoft  expedition,  to  the  (landard  which  was  to 
be  ereded  for  this  purpofe.  No  fooner  is  the  fignal 
given,  and  the  command  delivered,  than  a  great  con- 
fuied  noife  is  fuddenly  heard,  of  multitudes  running 
together,  from  different  nations,  to  iight  againft  Ba- 
bylon. They  were  chiefly  compofed  of  Medes  and 
Periians,  with  many  from  among  other  nations,  who 
united  with  them  in  this  bold  attempt.  Their  appear- 
ance was  like  that  of  a  great  people,  convened  from  all 
quarters,  forming  a  very  numerous  and  formidable 
army,  prepared  to  furmount  every  difBcuhy  that 
might  lie  in  their  way.  To  this  (hort  account  of  the 
aflembling  of  the  people,  the  prophet  fubjoins  this 
noble  fentiment ; 

The  Lord  of  hofts  muftereth  the  armies  of  battle. 
Thefe  words  beautifully  exprefs  the  majefty  and  do- 
minion of  Jehovah,  who  prefidcs  over  the  armies  of 
heaven  and  earth,  and  employs  them  to  execute  his 
plcafure.  The  hofts  which  he  muftereth  for  battle, 
are  innumerable  and  invincible.  The  armies  of 
earthly  princes  are  intended  to  protect  their  perfons, 
to  defend  theii  kingdoms  from  their  enemies,  and  to 
afiift  their  friends  and  allies.    From  them  they  derive 

their 
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their  importance,  to  them  they  are  indebted  for  their 
fafety,  and  by  them  the  plans  which  they  have  formed 
are  carried  into  execution.  The  Lord  of  hofts  is  the 
ftrength  and  defence  of  all  the  vaft  armies  which  he 
employs  in  his  fervice.  There  is  no  numbering  of  his 
hofts.  Thoufands  of  thoufands,  and  ten  thoufand 
times  ten  thoafand  of  angels,  who  excel  in  ftrenj^th, 
hearken  continually  to  the  voice  of  bis  word,  and 
obey  his  commands.  The  fun,  the  moon,  and  the 
ftars  of  heaven,  and  all  the  creatures  upon  earth,  from 
man  down  to  the  loweft  infeft  and  meaneft  worm,  are 
the  hofts  of  Jehovah.  All  thefe  armies  he  rauftereth : 
they  are  thoroughly  trained  and  difciplined  by  him, 
who  knoweth  their  number  and  their  names,  who 
hath  appointed  to  each  the  particular  ftation  which 
he  holds,  who  hath  exadly  marked  out  the  order 
which  they  muft  obferv«,  who  hath  affigned  to  them 
the  work  that  they  ought  to  perform,  and  given  them 
commlflion  in  virtue  of  which  they  are  to  zQt.  He 
hath  abfolute  power  to  command,  and  they  are  under 
indifpenfable  obligations  to  obey,  with  the  utmoft  ala- 
crity, whatfoever  he  requires.  This  confideration, 
which  ought  to  ftrike  terror  into  the  enemies  of  this 
mighty  Lord,  ftiould  revive  and  comfort  the  hearts 
of  his  people ;  who  are  taught  to  addpt  this  triumphs 

ant  challenge,  ^  If  God  be  for  us,  who  can  be  againflt 
us*,* 

5  They  come  from  a  far  country,  from  the 
end  of  heaven,  even  the  Lord,  and  the  weapons 
of  his  indignation,  to  deftroy  the  whole  land. 

The  people,  who  were  called  to  be  the  execu-^ 
tioners  of  divine  wrath  upon  Babylon,  were  to  come 
from  a  very  diftant  land,  which  is  defcribed  as  fituated 
toward  the  extremity  of  heaven.  They  fliould  take 
their  march  from  the  ^lountains  of  Media,  Perfia, 

*  Ro^.  vili.  31. 

and 
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and  Armenia,  which,  in  fcripture-ftyle,  lay  far  froift 
Babylon,  againft  which  their  expedition  was  intend- 
ed ;  and  firom  Judea,  where  our  prophet  was  favoured 
with  this  vilion,  and  delivered  this  prophecy.— —Nor 
were  the  people  fpoken  of,  to  come  by  themfelves 
alone :  the  Lo  rd,  who  ufed  them  as  weapons  of  his 
indignation,  was  to  go  with  them,  that,  by  the  ope* 
rations  and  difpofitions  of  his  providence,  he  might 
render  their  way  profperous*  In  executing  his  tigh- 
teous  judgments  upon  this  (Irong  city,  he  would  em- 
ploy them  to  deftroy  the  whole  country  that  fur- 
rounded  it,  and  to  overturn  the  great  empire  of 

which  it   was   the   metropolis. ^Cities    however 

great,  princes  however  powerful,  fhall  not  efcape  the 
indignation  of  God  incurred  by  their  (ins.  Babylon 
was  a  very  great  and  ftrong  city ;  and,  to  humaa 
view,  it  feemed  impregnable:  out  it  was  a  blood/ 
city,  full  of  cruelty,  pride,  and  oppreflion ;  and,  by 
its  multiplied  tranfgreffions,  brought  unavoidable  de- 
ilrudion  upon  itfelf,  and  the  whole  land.  The  over- 
throw of  this  city  ought  to  convince  us  of  the  ex- 
treme danger  of  perfifting  in  fin,,  which  expofes  to 
the  greatell  calamities,  and  the  abfolute  neceility  of 
returning  to  God,  that  ini(juity  prove  not  our  ruin. 

6  %  Howl  ye,  for  the  day  of  the  Lord  //  at 
hand;  it  fhali  come  as  a  deftrudion  from  the 
Almighty, 

Thefe  words,  which  feem  to  have  been  addreffed  to  the 
inhabitants  of  Babylon,  warned  them  of  approaching 
calamities.  Clearly  forefeeing  the  imminent  danger 
to  which  they  ftood  expofed,  the  prophet  called  upon 
them  to  howl,  in  the  profpeft  of  the  terrible  deftruc- 
tion  with  which  they  were  to  be  vifited,  as .  the  jufl: 
punifhment  of  their  crimes.  To  ho>wl,  is  to  mourn 
and  cry ;  to  make  a  doleful  noife,  like  the  beafts  of 
the  field,  when  they  are  pinched  with  hvnger,  or  fuf- 
frr  extreme  mifery.    In  allufion  to  this  well-known 

V  ^uftom 
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cullom  of  animaU  in  diftrefs,  t^e  people  of  this  great 
city,  whpfe  overthrow  was  faft  drawing  on,  are  in- 
vited to  weep  and  howl,  as  a  proper  expreflion  of 
grief  and  forrow,  in  the  view  of  thkt  dreadful  defola* 
tion  which  was  at  no  great  di(lance.-— — The  reafon 
is  fubjoined ; 

For  the  day  of  the  Lord  is  at  hand.  This  expredion 
frequently  occurs  in  the  prophetic  writings ;  and  de* 
notes,  that  the  particular  feafon  was  approaching, 
wherein  God  had  detei  mined  to  avenge  the  iniquities 
of  a  nation  or  people,  and  to  puniih  them  for  their 
tranfgreilions.  Such  a  period  is  fignificantly  called  a 
day  in  fcriptqre- language,  though  it  comprehend 
buridreds  of  natural  days,  becaufe  it  is  the  time  al- 
lotted for  fome  important  work  which  is  then  to  be 
performed.  It  is  emphatic;ally  ftyled  the  day  of  the 
Lord,  in  as  much  as  he  would  then  manifeft  his  righ- 
teous vengeance  upon  his  incorrigible  enemies.  The 
gloom  of  wilful  ignorance  (hall  be  difpelled,  the  hid- 
den myfteries  of  iniquity  difcovered,  and  the  perfec- 
tions of  God  difplayed.  It  is  therefore  defcribed  as 
a  day  of  darknef$,  a  day  of  vifitation,  a  day  of  evil, 
a  day  of  calamity,  of  fierce  anger,  of  ruin  and  forrow. 
Hence  the  day  of  final  judgment,  in  which  threatened 
evils  fhall  J^e  afTigned  to  the  wicked  as  their  portion, 
is,  by  way  of  eminence,  called  the  day  of  the 
Lord  *.— — The  day  of  the  Lord,  wherein  he  would 
inflict  awful  judgment  upon  the  inhabitants  of  Ba- 
bylon, is  afGrmed  to  have  been  at  hand.  Though 
this  prophecy  was  probably  delivered  in  the  reign  of 
Ahaz,  about  two  hundred  years  before  its  accom- 
plifhment,  yet,  in  the  prophetic  ftyle,  the  day  fpoken 
of  was  very  near.  Notwithftanding  that  period  may 
appear  very  confiderable  to  human  view,  yet  it  runs, 
on  with  unobferved  rapidity;  and,  in  God's  fight, 
with  whom  a  thoufand  years  are  as  one  day,  this  dip 
tance  is  fo  fmall,  that  it  is  faid  to  be  at  hand. 

*  2  Thcff.  ii.  2. 

.    Let 
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Let  us  remember,  that  the  day  of  the  Lord,  in  which 
we  are  intimately  concerned,  is  alfo  at  hand :  the 
Judge  Jlandeth  before  the  door ;  and,  ere  long,  he 
will  render  tribulation  and  wrath  to  every  foul  of 
man  that  doth  evil,  and  eternal  life  to  them  who,  by 
patient  continuance  in  well-doing,  feek  for  glory,  ho- 
nour, and  immortality. 

hjhall  come  as  a  dejlrudion  frtmi  the  Almighty.  The 
title  which  is  here  given  to  the  great  God,  imports, 
that  the  divine  power  is  employed,  not  only  in  creat- 
ing, preferving,  and  faving  men,  but  in  punilhing 
tranfgrcffors.  It  intimates,  that  as  God  gracioufly 
manifefls  himfelf  able  to  quicken  the  dead,  and  to 
fave  them  that  are  loft,  both  in  the  common  and  fpi- 
ritual  fcnfe  of  the  words,  he  alfo  glorioufly  reveals 
himfelf  as  the  righteous  Governor  of  the  world,  who 
can  eafily  deftroy  the  obftinately  and  impenitently 
wicked.  In.this  charafter,  God  is  pleafed  to  exhibit 
himfelf  to  mankind  in  two  different  points  of  view; 
as  propitious  to  the  penitent,  whom  he  can  deliver 
from  fin,  mifery,  and  death;  and  as  the  powerful 
avenger  of  fin,  who  can  punifh  it  in  the  incorrigible 
workers  of  iniquity.  In  thefe  oppofite,  though  per- 
fedly  confiftent  views,  he  fpake  of  himfelf  to  Mofes, 
when  he  faid,  '  I  kill,  and  I  make  alive  *•*  In  the 
New  Teftament,  the  apoftle  James  declares,  that  he 
is  '  the  One  Lawgiver,  who  is  able  to  fave  and  to 
*  deftroy f.'  The  Lord,  to  whom  belongeth  the 
iffues  from  death,  is  not  only  the  God  of  falvation  to 
the  righteous,  whom  he  delivers  from  all  evil,  but  he 
is  the  God  who  fends  deftrudion  upon  the  wicked 
and  ungodly,  who,  like  Antichrift,  are  fons  of  perdi- 
tion, in  as  much  as  they  deftroy  both  themfelves  and 

others. DeftrucHon,  in  the  words  under  confi- 

deration,  denotes  thofe  defolating  calamiriet;  whereby 
Jehovah  gives  convincing  demonftration  of  his  dread 
difpleafure  againft  fin,'  and  proves  a  confuming  fire  to 

♦  Deut.  xzxii.  39.  f  James  iv.  1 2* 
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the  workers  of  iniquity.  This  dedrudion,  which 
Cometh  from  the  Almighty,  announces,  in  an  awful 
manner,  his omnifciencej  holinefs,  juftice,  and  power: 
it  proclaims  his  wrath,  hjs  jealoufy,  and  righteous 
Tengeance ;  and  punifhes  the  folly,  ingratitude,  and 
mtckednefs  of  thofe  on  whom  it  is  inflided.  It  calls 
aloud  to  the  inhabitants  of  the  world  to  learn  righ- 
tcoufnefs :  it  inculcates  the  important  leflbns  of  fear- 
ing God,  whom  we,  as  well  as  others,  have  forgotten 
in  profperity ;  of  being  humble  and  charitable,  and 
of  making  reftitution  to  thofe  whom  we  have  injured. 
The  day  of  the  Lord  was  foretpld  to  come  upon  Ba-' 
byIon»  as  a  deftrudion  from  the  Almighty,  which 
comes  with  irrefiftible  violence,  and  oft-'times  when 
Ettle  expeded» — ^This  predidion  was  fulfilled,  when 
Cyrus,  king  of  Perfia^  marched  with  his  powerful 
army  againft  Babylon,  and,  contrary  to  the  expeda- 
don  of  the  inhabitants,  in  a  fliort  time,  entered  it  in 

triumph. Were  we  properly  influenced  by  fteady 

Tiews  of  the  approaching  day  of  the  Lord,  did  we 
rightly  attend  to  the'ufeful  inftruftions  which  arife 
from  this  fubjed,  we  would  not  fo  frequently  tranf^ 
grefs,  as  we  do,  the  rules  of  piety  toward  God,  and 
equity  toward  man.  , 

7   Therefore  (hall   all   hands  be  faint,  and' 
every  man's  heart  ihall  melt. 

The  effeds  produced  upon  the  Babylonians,  by  the 
above-predided  expedition,  are  defcribed  in  this  and 

the  following  verfe. All  hands  Jhell  be  faint^  or 

fhall  fall  down,  as  the  Hebrew  word  is  tranflated  in 
the  margin.  The  exprefli'on  is  metaphorical ;  and 
feems  to  allude  to  the  effeds  arifmg  from  a  paralyti- 
ca! diforder,  through  a  relaxation  of  the  nerves,  or  a 
ftoppageof  the  blood.  In  fuch  circumftances,  per- 
fons  become  unfit  for  aftion,  their  hands  hang  down, 
and  they  are  unable  to  ufe  them.  In  like  manner,  at 
the  feafon  here  referred  to,  fuch  fhould  be  the  con- 

flernatioQ 
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fteniation  and  diftrefs  v^hich  was  to  feize  upon  the 
ichabitants  of  Babylon,  that  it  fliould  be  accompanied 
vith  a.  total  ceflfation  from  labour  and  bufinefs,  in 
vhich  the  citizens  were  commonly  occupied.  With 
this  defcription  the  words  of  the  prophet  Jeremiah 
perfectly  agree :  *  The  king  of  Babylon  hath  heard 

*  the  report  of  them,  and  his  hands  waxed  feeble : 

*  anguilh  took  hold  of  him,  and  pangs  as  of  a  woman 

*  in  travail  */  Jnd  every  marCs  heart  jhall  melt. 
This  is  another  effeft  of  the  fear  and  dread  with 
which  the  men  of  Babylon  were  to  be  feized,  in  the 
immediate  profpeft  of  the  terrible  calamities  foretold 
by  our  prophet.  The  heart  of  every  one,  even  of  the 
ftoutefl  and  mod  courageous,  was  to  be  deprived  of 
its  wonted  firmnefs  and  fortitude ;  and,  through  dif- 
maying  fears,  (hould  melt  within  them,  ^s  wax  before 
the  fire,  or  as  fnow  before  the  beams  of  the  fun. 
Divine  judgments  awaken  men  from  fatal  fecurity : 
they  often  fill  them  with  amazement,  and  put  them 
into  fright.  The  hearts  of  the  people  in  Jericho  did 
melt,  neither  did  there  remain  any  more  courage  in 
any  man,  becaufe  of  the  children  of  Ifrael,  when  they 
heard  what  they  did  unto  the  two  kings  of  the  Amo- 
rites,  Sihon  and  Og,  whom  they  utterly  dcftroyed. 
Similar  effefts  were  to  be  experienced  by  the  men  of 
Babylon,  on  the  appearance  of  the  judgments  above 
threatened,  as  here  plainly  declared. 

8  And  they  Ihall  be  afraid :  pangs  and  for- 
rows  fliall  take  hold  of  them,  they  ihall  be  in 
pain  as  a  woman  that  travaileth  :  they  (hall  be 
amazed  one  at  another,  their  faces  Jball  be  as 
flames. 

They  were  to  be  filled  with  amazement  and  con- 
fternation,  by  viewing  their  perilous  condition ;  and 
their  terror  was  to  increale  as  their  ruin  drew  near. 

*   Jer.  1.  43. 
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Fear^  my  brethren,  is  a  ftrong  paffion :  fo  dreadful 
did  it  appear  to  the  Grecians,  that,  to  appeafe  its  ter- 
rors, they  worfhippedsit  as  a  god.  In  rimes  of  great 
danger,  all  men  have  felt  its  powerful  influence. 
When  the  hand  of  God  was  ftretcbed  out  to  deliver 
the  Ifraelites  from  the  knd  of  Egypt,  ^  the  dukes  of 
^  £dom  were  amazed,  and  the  mighty  men  of  Moab 

*  trembled  ♦/  *  When  Saul  beheld  the  army  of  the 
^  Philiftinet,  he  was  afraid,  and  his  heart  greatly 

*  trembled  f  /  When  Nebnchadnezzar  marched  into 
Judea,  '  the  heart  of  the  king,  and  of  the  princes, 
^  did  perifh:   the  priefts  were  aftonifhed,^  and  the 

*  prophets  wondered  |/  And  when  the  day  of  the 
Lord  was  at  band,  the  inhabitants  of  Babylon  were 

afraid. Pangs  and  farrovis  Jhall  take  hold  of  ihem^ 

iheyjhall  be  in  pain  as  a  woman  that  travaileth.  Their 
fears  were  to  be  accompanied  with  inexpreflible  an« 
guifh  and  forrow,  which  are  compared  to  thofe  of  a 
woman  in  travail,  on  account  of  the  fuddenhefs  and 
extreme  violence  of  the  pain  and  agony  with  which 

they  were  to  be  afflifted. They  Jhall  be  amazed  one 

at  another.  This  expreffion  intimates,  that  their 
powers  and  faculties  were  to  be  fo  difttrrbed  and  de* 
bilitated,  that  they  would  have  neither  underftanding, 
nor  ability,  to  take  proper  meafures  to  fecure  their 
fafety  or  retreat.  They  Ihould  look  upon  one  ano- 
ther like  perfons  who  are  furprifed  and  confounded, 
who  are  unable  to  fpeak  or  ad  in  a  manner  fuited  to 

their  circumflances. Tbeir  faces  Jhall  be  as  flames  ; 

thus  giving  proof  of  their  (hame  and  confufion,  and 
of  the  wrath,  indignation,  and  anguifh,  which  they 
felt.  Thefe  paflions  are  oftea  attended  with  violent 
agitation,  by  which  the  blood  is  expelled  frotn  the 
heart  to  the  exterior  parts,  and  particularly  to  the 
face,  which,  being  inflamed,  appears,  in  colour,  like 
flames  of  fire.  Thefe  two  verfes,  taken  together,  con- 
tain a  natural  and  beautiful  defcription  of  the  timid> 

•  £xod.  XV.  15.         f  I  S^m.  xxvlii.  5.         J  Jer.  iv.  9. 
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perplexed,  and  diftrefled  condition  of  the  inhabitants 
vof  Babylon,  at  the  time  the  calamities  above  threatened 
were  to  be  infl  idled  upon  them  by  the  Medes  ai^ 
Perfians.  Had  we  an  accurate  hiftory  of  what  then 
happened  at  that  gteat  city,  there  is  every  reafon  to 
believe  we  fliould  be  informed  of  the  exa£t  accom- 
plilhmenc  of  every  one  of  our  prophet's  predi6lion9 

delivered  on  this  fubjeft. If  the  day  of  the  Lord 

produced  fucH  difmay  and  conftemation  at  Babylon, 
what  effects  ought  the  approach  of  a  far  more  awful 
day  of  the  Lord  to  have  upon  us  ?  You  know  per- 
ledly,  that  the  day  of  the  Lord  cometh  as  a  thief  in 
the  night ;  and  that  he  will  furprife,  with  a  dreadful 
al^rm,  thofe  who  are  afleep  in  fecurity.  When  they 
Ihall  fay.  Peace  and  fafety,  then  fudden  deftruflion 
fliall  feize  upon  them,  as  traVail  upon  a  woman  with 
child,  and  they  (hall  not  efeape.  Therefore  let  us  not 
deep  as  do  others ;  but  let  us  watch  and  be  fober, 
putting  on  the  bread-plate  of  faith  and  love,  and  for 
an  helmet  the  hope  of  falyation  ^. 

9  BehoI4,  the  day  of  the  Lord  cometh,  cruel 
both  with  wrath,  and  fierce  anger,  to  lay  the 
land  defblate ;  and  he  ihall  deftroy  the  Tinners 
thereof  out  of  it, 

Our  prophet  proceeds  more  fully  to  delineate  the 
terrible  deftruftion  which  fhould  be  brought  upon 

Babylon  by  her  enemies. The  day  of  the  Lord^ 

here  denotes,  as  in  the  fixth  verfe,  the  particular  pe- 
riod wherein  God  had  determined  to  exhibit  himfelf 
prefem  to  the  inhabitant$  of  that  city,  by  the  awful 
judgments  he  would  infli&«  upon  them,  by  means  of 
thole  whom  he  employed  to  punifh  their  wicked- 

ncfs, In  the  following  words,  the  feaifbn  alluded 

to  is  defcribed  by  fome  of  its  peculiar  charafterillics. 
h  is  cruel.     Cruelty  confifts  in  with-holding  mercy 

*  I  Thcff.  V,  I.  etfeq. 
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from,  thofe  who  are  in  our  power,  and  in  afting  to- 
ward them  with  feverity  and  rigour.  The  day  of  the 
Lord  is  faid  to  be  cruel,  becaufe  the  exercife  of  pity 
and  compaflion  was  theii  to  be  redrained,  and  the 
mod  dreadful  calamities  were  to  be  inflifted  with  the 
greateft  feverity.     The  Babylonians  were  *  a  cruel 

*  people,  who  had  no  mercy  *  ;'  therefore  the  Lord, 
as  he  threatened  by  his  fervant  Jeremiah,  '  was  to 

*  fend  againft  them  a  great  nation,  and  many  kings, 

*  who  were  cruel,  and  would  not  fhew  mercy  |/ 

With  wrath,  ajid  ferce  anger  J"     '  Wrath  (faith  the 

*  wife  man)  i^  cruel,  and  anger  is  outrageous  J.' 
When  lelfer  judgments  elieft  not  the  purpofes  in- 
tended by  them,  and  when  they  are  not  accojnpanied 
with  a  fpeedy  reformation,  the  wrath  and  fierce  anger 
of  the  Lord  is  kindled.  •  This  remark  was  verified  to 
the  Babylonians,  concerning  whom  Jeremiah  thus 
fpeaks :    '  We  would  have  healed  them,  but  they 

*  are  not  healed — for  their  judgment  reacheth  untQ 

*  heaven,  and  is  lifted  up  even  to  the  Ikies  ||/  Ta 
lay  the  land  defolate  ;  /.  e.  to  deprive  it  of  its  inhabitants, 
to'fpoil  it  of  its  beauty,  to  diveft  it  of  its  riches,  to 
ravage  its  cities,  and  to  fpread  general  dcvaftatlon 
through  the  whole  country.  As  the  fcorching  heat 
of  the  fun  dries  up  the  pools  and  brooks  of  water  in 
the  drought  of  fummer,  fo  the  wrath  of  the  Almighty 
WAS  to  confume  the  inhabitants,  the  riches,  and  all 
the  glory  of  Babylon. 

^nd  he  Jhall  dcjlroy  the  finners  thereof  out  of  it. 
Though  all  men  are  finners,  having  tranfgrefl'ed  the 
law,  and  come  fhort  of  the  glory  of  God,  yet  there 
are  various  degrees  of  fin,  and  different  kinds  of  fin- 
ners. Even  the  holieft  and  befl  of  men  come  under 
this  defcriptlon,  in  as  mucTi  as  they  often  offend  God, 
and  do  not  uniformly  aft  for  the  advancement  of  the 

*  Jer.  VI.  23.  f  Jcr.  1.  41,  42.  %  Pro  v.  xxvii.  4* 
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divine  glory.  There  is  another  very  numerous  dafs 
of  fmnors,  who  deliberately  tranfgrefs  the  command* 
ments  of  the  Lord,  who  prefumptuouily  go  on  in 
their  trefpafles,  and  take  pleafure  in  committing  ini- 
quity. There  are  alfo  finners  of  a  ftill  greater  mag-« 
nitude,  who  are  continually  projecting  and  executing 
all  manner  of  wickednefs,  and  daily  employed  in  per- 
petrating the  moft  enormous  crimes.  Perfons  of  this 
lad  defcription,  no  doubt,  greatly  abounded  in  Baby- 
lon ;  and  were  efpecially  intended  in  this  predi&ion, 
which  declares,  that  they  fhould  be  deftroyed  out  of 
if,  by  the  awful  judgments  to  be  inflidted  upon  them 

in  the  day  of  the  Lord's  anger. What  hath  been 

laid  of  time  is  alfo  true  of  fm,  it  confumeth  all  things. 
Sin  hath  even  deftroyed  thofe  creatures  which  time 
could  never  have  wafted.  It  diyefte4  angels  of  their 
original  dignity,  and  caft  them  down  from  heaven, 
which  time  alone  could  never  have  done.  Sin  is  the 
caufe  of  all  the  deftrudion  and  mifery  which  the  de- 
folating  judgments  of  war,  famine,  and  peftilence, 
hath  fpread  over  the  face  of  the  earth.  Nay  more, 
fmners  bring  upon  themfelves  greater  deltruftion 
than  can  proceed  from  any  of  thefe  calamities.  They 
ruin  their  reputation,  they  wound  their  confcience, 
they  deftroy  their  own  fouls,  and  deprive  themfelves 
of  thofe  comforts  which  the  fword,  famine,  and  pefti- 
lence,  cannot  withhold.  Let  us  then  take  heed  left 
by  our  trefpafles,  wd  expofe  ourfelves  to  fimilar  judg- 
ments with  thofe  here  threatened  againft  the  fmners 
of  Babylon. 

lo  For  the  flars  of  heaven,  and  the  conftella- 
tions  thereof  (hall  not  give  their  light :  the  fun 
(hall  be  darkened  in  his  going  forth,  and  the 
moon  (hall  not  caufe  her  light  to  (hine. 

By  the  terrible  calamities  threatened  to  be  inflided 
upon  this  great  city,  the  inhabitants  were  to  be  de- 
prived of  their  profperity  and  joy  :  inftead  of  which, 

they 
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they  were  to  experience  darknefs,  forrow^  and  an*- 

guifti, The  profperity  and  felicity  of  ftates  and 

kingdoms  is  often  reprefented,  in  the  prophecies,  by 
images  taken  from  the  luminaries  of  heaven,  which 
are  reprefented,  for  this  purpofe,  as  (hining  with  in-p 
freaiing  fplendor,  and  uninterrupted  continuance^ ' 
The  overthrow  and  de(tru£lion  of  empires  and  na« 
tions  |s  alfo  reprefented  by  oppofite  images :  the  flfars 
are  obfcured,  the  moon  withdraws  her  light,  and  the 
fun  ceafes  to  {hine.  This  remark  may  aflift  us  in  un- 
derftanding  the  import  of  the  figurative  expreilions 
coiitained  in  this  verfe,  which  I  now  proceed  to  ex- 
plain, and  apply  to  the  fubjefl:  before  us. ^The 

ftars  of  heaven  may  here  denote  the  princes  and 
nobles  of  Babylon,  who  made  a  very  fplendid  and 
brilliant  appearance  in  the  eyes  c^  the  people,  the 
priefts,  and  thofe  who  with  them  prefided  in  the  wor- 
fhip  of  their  gods,  whom  they  would  confider  as  lu- 
minaries in  their  horizon. The  conftellations  of 

beaven  are  literally  numbers  of  fixed  ftars^  which  ap- 
pear in  the  form .  of  fome  creature,  by  whofe  name 
they  are  qalled ;  and  feem  here  intended  to  fignify 
the  counfellors  and  ftatefmen,  whofe  abilities  were 
united  in  direfting  the  affairs  of  that  great  city.  — — 
By  the  heavens  in  which  they  were  wont  to  give 
light,  may  be  meant  the  whole  fuperior  part,  civit 
and  religious,  of  the  nation.— p— By  the  fun,  the  king 
of  Babylon  might  be  particularly  intended,  under 
whofe  influence  tt^e  kingdom  enjoyed  great  profperi- 
ty, light,  and  happinefs. The  moon  fignificantly 

reprefents  the  lefs  principal  and  fubordinate  powet;* 
of  the  ftate,  which  derived  authority  and  influence 
from  the  chief  ruler  in  the  empire. 

Concerning  thefe  flars  and  cpnfteltations  the  pro- 
phet declares,  that  they  Jhall  not  give  their  light.  Being 
themfelves  involved  in  obfcurity,  they  fnall  not  be 
able  to  communicate  the  leaft  ray  of  light  and  profpe- 
rity 4o  thofe  on  whom  they  formerly  fhined  with  a 

dieef in?,  refrefhing  light, The  fun  Jhall  be  dark^ 

emd 
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ened  in  his  going  forth.  As  light  is  a  fymbol  of  ^f» 
dom,  joy^  and  comfort,  fo  darknefs,  when  oppofed  to 
it,  fignifies  perplexity,  mifery,  and  forrow.  The 
darkne&  here  afcribed  to  the  fun,  may  denote  the  m* 
fufficiency  of  the  fupreme  power  in  Babylon  for  the 
exercife  of  government,  and  his  inability  to  convey 
the  advantages  which  he  formerly  imparted  to  thofe 

who  were  under  his  influence. And  the  moonjhatt 

not  caufe  her  light  tojhine*  Thc^^agreeablc  and  ufeful 
direction  afforded  by  the  feafonable  exercife  of  fubor« 
dinate  authority,  was  to  be  with-hdd  from  thofe  by 
whom  it  was  enjoyed.  The  bright  fplendor  of  the 
fun,  the  fainter  light  of  the  moon,  and  even  the  glim- 
mering light  of  the  ftars,  were  to  be  extinguilhed  in 
the  Babylonifli  faemifphere.  By  thefe  various  images^ 
in  which  the  beautiful  order  of  nature  appears  in« 
verted,  our  prophet  figuratively  defcribes  the  great 
public  calamities  wherewith  Babylon  was  to  be  vifit^ 
ed.  Depi-ived  of  her  former  privileges  and  profpe- 
ricy^  by  which  fhe  became  confpicuous  among  the  na^ 
tions,  (he  was  to  (ink  into  obfcurity,  meannefs,  and 
mifery,  and  becooie  as  contemptible  as  ever  (he  had 

been  admired. ^The  floarifliing  and  profperous 

condition  of  (lates  and  cities  is  altogether  uncertain. 
By  their  (ins  they  often  provoke  God,  as  did  the  men 
of  Babylon,  to  fend  upon  them  defolaiing  judgments, 
which  terminate  in  their  dcftru&ion,  or  at  leafl,  in 
many  refpeds,  reverfe  their  former  circumftances. 
Firmly  convinced  that  fin  is  the  reproach  and  the 
ruin  of  a  people,  let  us  beware  of  incurring  the  di- 
vine difpleafure,  and  expoHng  ourfelves  to  the  righ- 
teous vengeance  of  heaven. 

1 1  And  I  will  puni(h  the  world  for  their  evil, 
and  the  wicked  for  their  iniquity ;  and  I  will 
caufe  the  arrogancy  of  the  proud  to  ceide,  and 
will  lay  low  the  haughtineft  of  the  terrible. 

Thcfc 
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Thefe  words  farther  defcribe  the  great  efFefts  which 
were  to  be  produced  in  the  day  of  the  Lord,  and  ex- 
|)lain  the  figurative  language  which  our  prophet  had 

iifed  in  delineating  this  fubjeft. The  world,  which 

God  declares  that  he  would  punilh,  muft  be  under- 
ftood  in  a  limited  fenfe,  as  in  many  other  prophecies} 
to  fignify  the  large  portion  of  the.  inhabited  earth 
which  was  fubjeft  to  the  Babylonian  empire,  whpfe 
territories  were  very  extenfive.  In  the  fame  manner^ 
the  Roman  empire  is  called  the  whole  world  in  the 
New  Teftament*.  The  wicked,  who  are  here  in- 
tended, are  the  fame  with  the  finners  threatened  with 
deftruftion  in  the  ninth  verfe.  The  moft  atrocious 
wickednefs,  of  almoft  every  fort,  abounded  among 
the  men  of  Babylon,  who  indulged  themfelves  in  per- 
petrating the  moft  enormous  crimes,  as  we  learn  from^ 
many  paffages  of  the  prophetic  writmgs.  Like  other 
great  cities,  who  enjoy  opulence  and  profperity,  they 
were  remarkable  for  pride,  luxury,  and  wanlonnefs. 
Hence  thefe  words  of  the  prophet  Jeremiah,   *  Be- 

*  hold,  I  am  againft  thee,  O  moft  proud !  faith  the 

*  Lord  God  of  hofts :  for  thy  day  is  come,  the  time 
^  that  I  will  vifit  theef/  Cruelty  and  oppreffion  in 
treating  the  people  of  God,  when  reduced  to  their 
fubjeftion,  was  another  evil  that  prevailed  among 
them;  and  therefore  the  prophet,  juft  mentioned, 
thus  exclaimed,  when  fpeaking  of  their  deftfuftion : 

*  How  is  the  hammer  of  the  whole  earth  cut  afunder 
'  and  broken  J !'  In  idolatry  and  fuperftition  they  ex- 
ceeded moft  other  nations ;  and  therefore  the  fame 
infpired  writer  calls  their  country,  *  a  land  of  graven 
^  images,  where  they  were  *mad  upon  their  idols  ||.' 
To  this  lift  of  crimes  may  be  added,  unbounded  am- 
bition and  avarice,  grofs  profanity  with  rcfpeft  to  the 
worfhip  and  fanftuary  of  the  true  God,  and  the  moft 
infulting  blafphemy  as  to  hi^  power  and  providence. 
Thefe  were  fome  of  the  evils  and  iniquities  for  which 

•  Luke  ii.  I.      f  Jer.  1.  31.       t  J^***  !•  23.       ||  Jer.  1.  3R. 

God 


Ver.  1 1.       PROPHECIES  of  ISAIAH.  is 

God  threatened  to  punifli  the  people  of  Babylon : 
ihefe  were  the  fources  of  their  calamities,  on  account 
of  which  the  wrath  of  God  was  revealed  from  heaven 
againil  them. 

jind  I  will  caufe  the  arrogancy  of  the  proud  to  ceafe^ 
mnd  will  lay  low  the  baughtinefs  of  the  terrible*     God 
is  the  declared  enemy  of  the  proud  and  arrogant,  but 
the  friend  of  the  humble,  the  rhodeft,  and  felf-denied* 
He  fefifteth  the  proud,  but  he  giveth  grace  to  the 
humble.     He  beholdeth  mifchief,  fpite,  and  arro* 
gancy,  to  requite  them  with  his  handj  and  to  check 
dieir  progrefs,  by  the  interpofition  of  his  providence^ 
Arrogancy   and   haughtinefs  are  difcovered,   by  a 
proud  difdain  of  thofe  who  occupy  the  lower  ftations 
in  fociety,  and  enjoy  few  external  advantages*    They, 
are  frequently  the  fource  of  (Contentions,  emulations^ 
and  ftrUes,  among  thofe  who  are  in  fimilar  cirdum- 
ftances.     They  excite  malevolence,  difcontent,  and 
envy,  toward  thofe  who  ought  to  be  acknowleged 
our  fuperiors,  and  impatience  of  admonition  and  re-^ 
proof.     This  arrogancy  of  the  proud,  God  declares 
that  he  would  make  to  ceafe;  this  haughtinefs  of 
thofe  who  made  themfelves  to  ,  appear  terrible  to 
others,  he  would  lay  low,  by  the  awful  judgments 
which   were  to  be  executed    upon    Babylon.  ■ 
Though  wicked  men  may  be  little  fenfible  that  they 
are  the  authors  of  their  own  ruin,  yet  nothing  is 
more  certain  than  that  they  contribute,  not  only  me- 
ritorioufly,  but  likewife  inftrumentally,  to.  their  ovvn 
deftrudion.     Theif  proiperity  is  not  a  (leady  pro* 
greffive  light,  like  that  ot  the  fun  \  but  uncertain  and 
•  perifhing,  like  that  of  a  candle,  which,  by  burning, 
confumeth  itfelf.     To  reprefs  that  pride  and  arro- 
gance, to  which  we  are  all  too  prone,  let  us  remem- 
ber, that  we  have  nothing  but  what  we  have  receiv- 
ed ;  and  that  the  Lord  of  hods  hath  purpofed  to  (lain 
the  pride  of  all  human  glory* 
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.12  I  Will  make  a  man  more  Jwecious  than 
fine  gold ;  even  a  man  than  the  golden  wedge 
of  Ophir. 

What  is  here  faid  plainly  intimates,  that  the 
ilaughter  fhould  be  very  great  that  was  to  be  made 
among  the  people  of  Babylon,  at  the  remarkable  pe- 
riod to  which  this  predidion  referred. By  the  aw* 

ful  judgments  above  mentioned,  fuch  vaft  numbers 
were  to  be  flain,  that  few  men  were  left  remaining. 
Such  was  the  favage  cruelty  of  the  Medes  and  Perfians, 
employed  in  this  bufmefs,  that  they  would  not  be  in- 
duced to  fpare  the  Babylonians  by  the  promife  of 
gold,  even  a  confiderable  quantity  of  the  bed  fort. 
So  great  was  the  daughter  in  the  day  of  the  Lord, 
that  very  few  people  (hould  be  left*  alive :  a  man 
would  be  as  fcarce,  and  difficult  to  be  found,  as  a 
golden  wedge  of  Ophir.  To  this  place  failed  the 
fleet  of  Solomon  and  Hiram,  from  whence  they  im- 
ported large  quantities  of  the  beft  gold.  I  flay  not 
to  inquire,  whether  this  celebrated  port,  from  yirhich 
was  brought  abundance  of  the  finefl  gold  in  ancient 
times,  was  an  African  ifland,  or  Peru  in  America  ? 
It  is  fufficient  for  our  purpofe  at  prefent  to  know, 
that  there  was  in  that  country  plenty  of  the  mod  ex- 
cellent gold,  from  whence  it  was  brought  in  bars  or 
wedges,  of  confiderable  weight  and  value.  Such 
however  was  the  unrelenting  fury  of  the  enemies  of 
Babylon,  and  their  contempt  of  this  precious  metal, 
that  they  would  not  fpare  a  man's  life  for  a  wedge  of 
the  beft  gold,  which  was  eafier  to  be  got,  and  ixx 
greater  numbers,  than  men,  at  the  time  this  predic- 
tion was  fulfilled.  This  circumflance  gives  a  moft 
affefling  view  of  the  very  fmall  number  of  people 
which  were  to  remain  at  Babylon. 

13  Therefore  I  will  (hake  the  heavens,  and 
the  earth  fhall  remove  out  of  her  place  in  the 

wrath 
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wrath  of  the  Lord  of  hofts,  and  in  the  day  of 
his  fierce  anger. 

In  this  and  the  following  verfes,  the  fubjeft  of 
which  our  prophet  treated,  is  illuft^ated  and  ampli- 
fied. The  words  now  to  be  confidered  exprefsly 
foretel,  that  the  whole  great  empire  of  Babylon,  at 
the  time  referred  to,  fhould  be  fliaken'^to  its  very 
foundations,  and  entirely  overthrown.  They  ftrongly 
intimate,  in  very  emphatical  language,  that  it  fhould 
receive  a  violent  concuflion,  by  the  ftorm  of  divine 
wrath  that  was  to  fall  upon  its  metropolis: — ^that 
their  gods,  their  kings^  princes,  and  nobles,  who 
are  Hgnified  by  the  heavens,  were  to  be  fhaken  j — and 
that  the  nations  fubjed  to  their  government,  who  are 
intended  by  the  earth,  fhould  fuffer  a  very  great 
change,  equivalent  to  their  being  removed  out  of 
their  place.  Kingdoms  and  empires  were  to  be  over- 
thrown, and  buried  in  ruins. In  the  wrath  of  the 

Lord  of  bojts^  and  in  the  ^y  of  his  fierce  anger.  The 
wrath  and  hot  difpleafure  of  the  Almighty,  were  the 
powerful  caufes  whereby  thefe  adonifliing  effeds  were 
to  be  produced.  Like  a  mighty  tempeft,  they  were 
to  fpread  univeifal  defolation  where-ever  they  came. 
Such  is*  the  irrefiftible  power  of  God's  anger,  at\d  the 
righteous  judgments  which  he  executes,  that  the 
greateft  empires  cannot  withftand  them.  In  the^  land 
of  Egypt  were  flrong  cities,  great  rivers,  and  vafl 
muhitudes  of  inhabitants:  but,  through  the  6erce 
anger  of  the  Lord,  her  cities  were  deftroyed,  her 
rivers  were  dried  up,  and  her  people  were  cut  off; 
The  kingdoni  of  Ifrael  and  Judah,  whic^  fubfifled, 
through  various  fortunes,  about  five  hundred  years, 
from  the  days  of  Saul  to  the  time  of  Zedekiah,  was. 
abolifiied  in  the  wrath  of  the  Lord.  The  Babylonian 
empire  was  laid  wade  by  the  f^me  wrath,  apd  fierce 
anger  of  Jehoval\. 
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T4  And  it  (hall  be  as  the  chafe4  roe,  and  as 
a  {heep  that  nq  man  taketh  up :  Jthey  (hall  every 
man  turn  to  his  own  people,  and  flee  every  one 
into  his  own  land, 

■ 

The  afFeSing  confequences  of  the  terrible  tempell 
of  divine  wrath,  which  came  down  upon  Babylon^ 
are  elegantly  defcribed  in  this  verfe. The  inha- 
bitants were  flruck  with  a  papic,  and  betook  them- 
felves  to  flight,  which  is  iliuflrated  by  two  beautiful 
fimilitudts.  The  roe  is  a  very  timid  creature ;  and, 
when  chafed  by  the  hunter,  runs  exceeding  fwiftly : 
and,  in  thefe  refpe£ls,  it  affords  a  lively  image  of  the 
timorous  men  of  Babylon,  who  had  r.ecourfe  to  a 
precipitate  flight,  when  they  beheld  the  approach  of 
a  powerful  enemy.  Sheep  are  weak,  defencelefs  crea- 
tures, intimidated  by  every  appearance  of  danger: 
they  are  exceedingly  apt  to  wander,  and  to  become  a 
prey  to  rapacious  animals.  In  theie  refpe&s  the  Ba-* 
bylonians  were  to  referable  them.  Unable  to  defend 
themfelves,  they  would  have  recourfe  to  flighty  and 
v/ander  into  divers  places,  where  they  were  to  be 
difperfed  as  flieep  deprived  of  the  care  of  their  keeper, 

reduced  to  a  forlorn  and  dangerous  condition. 

TheyJhalL  every  man  turn  to  his  own  peopky  and  Jlea 
every  one  into  his  own  land.  In  Babylon,  as  in  all 
great  cities,  and  efpecially  in  the  flourifhiug  metro^ 
polls  bf  an  extenfive  empire,  there  was  a  large  con- 
flux of  people  which  belonged  to  different  nations* 
Thefe  were  called,  '  the  mingled  people  (by  the  pro-i 
*  phet  Jeremiah)  that  were  in  the  midft  of  her  ^.* 
People  of  this  defcription,  who  either  had  their  fixed 
refidence  in  the  city,  or  were  there  only  occafionally, 
dreading  the  approach  of  a  hoftile  army,  immediately 
deferted  Babylon,  with  intention  to  return  to  their 
native  country,  and  their  own  people.  Hence  the 
prophet  above  mentioned,  in^the  particular  defcrip; 

;  *  J".  1. 37- 
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don  which  he  gives  of  the  judgment  of  Babylon^ 
fpeaks  of  the  voice  of  them  that  flee,  and  efcape  out 

of  the  liind*. In  feafons  of  calamity  and  danger, 

people  are  often  fcattered  like  fheep,  and  obliged  to 
flee  like  the  roe,  leaving  behind  them  their  mofl:  va- 
luable effects,  that  they  may  efcape  from  the  hands 
of  the  enemy.  ^l^A^^d  be  God  th^t  wc  have  not  been 
reduced  to  thefe  difagreeable  circumftances ;  and  that^ 
through  divine  mercy,  vtre  are  allowed  comfortably 
Co  enjoy  the  ineflimabfe  bleflings  of  tranquillity  and 
plenty,  with  which  for  a  long  time  this  happy  coun- 
tjj  hath  been  favoured !  ^ 

15  Every  one  that  is  found  fhall  be  thruft 
through  ;  and  every  one  fbat  is  joined  unto  tbcm^ 
ihall  fall  by  the  fword. 

16  Their  children  alfd  (hall  be  daflied  to 
pieces  before  their  eyes,  their  houfes  fhall  be 
fpoiled,  and  their  wives  ravifhed, 

Thefe  verfes  contain  a  farther  defcription  of  the 
dreadful  calamities  which  the  inhabitants  of  Babylon 
were  to  fuflfer  from  their  powerful,  barbarous  ene- 
mies, inflamed  by  the  rage  of  war,  and  deflre  of  con- 
queft. — ! — Every  one  whom  they  found,  endeavour- 
ing to  efcape  by  flight,  or  trying  to  hide  themfelves, 
or  unable,  through  difeafe  or  weaknefs,  to  make  re- 
fiftance,  without  exception,  and  without  mercy,  was 

to  be  flain  with  the  fword. And  every  one  thai  is 

joined  unto  them  jhall  fall  by  the  fword.  So  general 
was  to  be  the  flaughter,  that  thofe  who,  from  other 
countries  or  nations,  endeavoured  to  aflbrd  the  Ba- 
bylonians ailiftance,  and  to  repel  the  force  of  the 

enemy,  fhould  likewife  perilh  by  the  fword. Their 

children  alfo  fhall  be  daflied  in  pieces  before  their  eyes. 
According  to  thd  law  of  retaliation,  and  the  predic- 
(iops  of  ancient  prophecy,  the  men  of  Babylon  were 

•  Jer.  1.  28. 
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to  receive  the  juft  retributipn  of  thofe  z&s  of  unna^ 
rural  cruelty,  which  they  had  perpetrated  among 
thofe  nations  who  had  been  obliged  to  yield  tp  their 
oppreffive  power.  They  were  to  be  recompenfed  ac^ 
cording  to  the  works  of  their  hands,  and  to  be  re- 
warded as  they  ferved  Ifrael  in  the  time  of  their  con- 
Guefts.  The  young  men  of  Ifrael  they  had  flain  with 
the  fword,  in  the  houfe  of  their  fanduary ;  and  had 
no  compailioii  on  young  man  or  maiden^  old  maa^ 
or  him  that  ftooped  for  age  •.     *  They  ravifhed  the 

*  women  in  Zion,  and  the  piaids  in  the  cities  of  Ju- 

*  dah  f  /    The  prophet  David  therefore  had  foretold^ 

*  He  was  to  go  on  and  profper,  who  took  and  dafhed 

*  their  little  ones  againft  the  Hones  J.*  To  aggravate 
this  calamity,  this  was  nof  to  be  done  fecretly,  or  in 
a  corner ;  but  publicly,  in  the  fight  of  thofe  who,  if 
not  left  to  the  ^eelhigs  of  humanity,  mud  have  (Iiud- 
dered  at  fuch  terrible  barbarity.— —Their  houfes, 
which  were  richly  and  elegantly  furnifhed,  wer^  ^  to. 
be  pillaged  of  their  treafures,  by  a  fierce  and  unrelent- 
ing enetiiy,  \^ho  would  not  be  reftrained  from  the 
moft  (hocking  crimes.  In  few  words,  the  deftrudioa 
of  this  great  city  was  to  be  univerfal :  neither  age 
nor  fex  ihould  be  exempted  from  the  common  cala- 
mity.  The  atrocious   fins  of  Babylon  brought 

upon  them  thefe  complicated  miferies,  and  provoked 
the  Almighty  to  vifit  it  with  utter  defolation,  thereby 
giving  warning  to  all  fucceeding  ages  to  beware  of 
her  fms,  that  they  partake  not  with  her  in  her  judg- 
ments. 

17  Behold,  I  will  ftir  up  the  Medes  againft 
thera,  which  (hall  not  regard  filver,  and  as  for 
gold,  they  fhall  not  delight  in  it. 

In  this  and  the  following  verfe,  the  prophet  deli- 
neates  the  character  of  the  people  whom  God  was  to 

*  2  Chron.  xxxvi.  17.       \  Laro.  v.  u.       X  Pfal.  cxxxvii.  ^ 
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employ,  as  the  inftruments  of  inflidling  the  above- 
mentioned  calamities  upon  Babylon*  The  Almighty 
himfelf  was  to  take  the  fupreme  diredion  of  this 
great  enterprife ;  and  to  this  important  circumflance 
our  attention  is  repeatedly  called  in  this  prophecy. 
The  divine  agency,  in  this  arduous  work,  ought  not 
to  be  overlooked,  but  ferioufly  conHdered,  and  hum« 
biy  acknowledged.  The  providence  of  God  fo  orders 
the  counfels  and  actions  of  men,  that  whilft  they  ac* 
complifb  their  defigns,  the  Mod  High  fulfils  the  good 
pleafure  of  his  goodnefs,  and  executes-  his  righteous 
judgments.  He  over-rules  all  their  projefts  and  con- 
trivances, for  accompiiihing  his  wife  purpofes :  none 
can  defeat,  nor  even  retard  his  work:  individuals 
and  nations  are  all  fubfervient  to  promote  his  defigns, 
and  to  advance  his  glory.  Though  this  is  a  fubjed 
by  far  too  profound  for  our  inveftigation,  yet  the 
truth  is  certain,  and  demonftrated  by  innumerable 
inftances.  Rehoboam,  king  of  Ifrael,  voluntarily  re- 
jeded  the  advice  of  the  old  men,  and  preferred  the 
counfel  of  the  young  men:  yet  this  matter  was  from, 
the  Lord.  The  Affyrians  marched  againft  Judah,  to 
take  the  fpoil,  and  to  tread  them  down  like  the  mire 
of  the  (Ireets,  whilft,  at  the  fame  time,  they  executed 
the  purpofe  and  work  of  God.  The  Medes  a&ed  in 
boRility  againft  Babylon,  to  gratify  their  ambition, 
or  to  avenge  fome  of  their  own  quarrels :  but  the 
Lord  ftirred  them  up  to  perform  his  will. 

The  Medes  were  the  people- whom  the*  Lord  of 
hofts  declares,  that  he  would  fend  againft  Babylon. 
After  the  ancient  Aifyrian  empire  had  fiouriflied  for 
feveral  ages,  it  began  to  decline,  by  the  revolt  of  va- 
rious nations  from  their  former  fubjedion  to  its  do- 
minion: the  Medes  were  the  firft  who  threw  off  the* 
yoke;  and  maintained,  by  their  valour,  the  liberty 
which  they  had  acquired.  They  were  divided  into 
tribes,  and  dwelt  in  villages,  deftitute  for  forae  time 
of  any  regular  form  of  government.  I^ejoices,  a  man 
who  bad  great  reputation  among  bis  countrymen,  for 

prudence^ 
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prudence,  equity,  and  good  conduct,  was  exalted, 
by  common  confent^  to  the  royal  dignity,  which  he 
enjoyed,  with  conHderablt:  renown,  for  the  long 
period  of- fifty- three  years;  and  was  fucceeded  by 
Ahafuerus,  and  other  kings,  mentioned  in  fcripture. 
His  fucceflbr,  not  contented  with  the  kingdom  of 
Media,  which  devolved  to  him  at  the  death  of  his 
father,  attacked  the  Perlians,  and  obtaining  a  de- 
cifive  viQory  over  them  in  battle,  united  them  to 
his  empire.  Strengthened  by  this  acceffion  of  power, 
he  fell  upon  the  neighbouring  nations  one  after  ano- 
ther, until  he  acquired  the  fovereign  dominion  of  al- 
inoft  the  whole  of  Upper  Alia.  To  this  united,  great 
empire,  the  renowned  Cyrus,  of  whom  I  may  here- 
after have  occafion  to  fpeak,  did  afterward  fiicceed. — 
A  very  remarkable  feature,  in  the  chara&er  of  the 
Medes,  is  here  mentioned :     ' 

Which  Jhall  not  regard Jilver^  and  ai  for  gdldj  they 
Jhall  not  delight  in  it.  Silver  and  gold  are  generally 
much  efteemed  by  mankind,  efpecially  by  commer- 
cial nations,  who  fet  a  high  value  upon  them,  as  the 
means  of  acquiring  the  neceflaries  and  comforts  of 
life.  As  the  riches  of  the  Medes,  who  were  unac- 
quainted with  trade,  confided  in  com  and  cattle, 
they  had  little  or  no  occafion  for  money ;  and  there- 
fore they  were  indifferent  about  it,  in  comparifon  of 
other  people.  That  they  had  fome  regard  for  filver 
and  gold,  is  evident  from  their  feizing  the  treafures 
of  Babylon :  at  the  fame  time,  fo  moderate  was  their 
delight  in  thefe  things,  that  they  would  not  be  thereby 
prevailed  upon  to  fpare  the  lives  of  their  poffeffors. 
This  character  of  the  Medes  is  acknowledged  in  the 
fpeech  that  Cyrus  addrefTed  to  his 'army,  in  which 
were  thefe  memorable  words :  *  O  ye  Medes !  and  all 

*  prefent,  I  truly  know  that  not  for  want  of  money 

*  are  ye  come  out  with  me*,'   £<f^.— — Were  the 
Heathen  people  of  Media  thus  indifferenit  to  filver 

*  C7rop(sdia>  lib.  v.  fcA.  ^. 
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and  gold,  let  us,  who  profefs  to  be  Chriftians,  take 
heed  that  we  do  not  over-value  them,  and  too  eagerly 
endeavour  to  attain  them,  as  if  they  were  efiential  to 
our  happinefs.  Permit  me  to  feize  this  opportunity, 
of  *  charging  them  that  arc  rich  in  this  world,  that 

*  they  be  not  tiigh-minded,  nor  truft  in  uncertain 

*  riches,  but  in  the  living  God,  who  giveth  us  richly 

*  all  things  to  enjoy  *•* 

18  Tieir  bows  alfo  fhall  dafh  the  young  men 
to  pieces,  and  they  (hall  have  no  pity  on  the 
fhiit  of  the  womb ;  their  eye  fhall  not  fpare 
children. 

The  favage  cruelty  of  the  Medes  was  to  be  ftrong- 
ly  marked  by  their  very  inhuman  treatment  of  the 
younger  inhabitants  of  Babylon.  Perfons  of  this  fort 
were  to  be  killed,  not  only  by  arrows  (hot  from  their 
bows ;  but  fuch  was  to  be  the  wild  ferocity  and  bar« 
barity  of  the  enemy,  that  they  would  ftrike  dead  with 
their  large  bows,  the  young  people  who  came  in  their 
way.  Tender  infants,  little  children,  and  young 
men,  who  are  often  obje£ls  of  compaffion,  and  allow- 
ed to  efcape,  when  others  fuffer  the  moft  direful  ca- 
lamities, the  Medes  were  neither  to  pity  nor  fpare. 
They  would  not  (hew  mercy  to  the  moft  feeble  and 
helplefs,  nor  to  thofe  for  whom  the  dilates  of  huma- 
nity moft  powerfully  plead.  Inftigated  by  fierce  and 
violent  pafiions,  through  the  whole  of  this  arduous 
enterprife,  they  would  not,  on  any  account,  difcover 
the  leaft  £stvour  toward  perfons  of  any  defcription. — 
In  the  courfe  of  providence,  God  often  recompenfes 
men  according  to  their  doings :  as  they  have  done  to 
others,  fo  others  have  done  to  them.  They  are  made 
to  feel  the  burden  of  their  iniquities,  and  to  inherit 
the  fruit  of  their  own  doings,  according  to  what  is 
written,  Obad.  ver.  15.  *  As  thou  haft  done,  it  fhall 

*  I  Tim.  VI.  17. 
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.^  be  done  unto  thee :  thy  reward  (hall  return  upon 
.*'  thine  own  head/  Babylon  had  greatly  afflicted  a^d 
fpoiled  the  people  of  God ;  and  therefore  fhe,  in  like 
manner,  (hould  be  afflicted  and  fpoiled.  '  As  thou 
^  didft  rejoice  at  the  inheritance  of  the  houfe  of  Ifrael, 
^  becaufe  it  was  defolated ;  fo  will  I  do  unto  thee, 
^  thou  (halt  be  defolate.' 

♦  19  H  And  Babylon  the  glory  of  kingdoms, 
the  beauty  of  the  Chaldees  excellency,  fliall  be  as 
when  God  overthrew  Sodom  and  Gomorrah. 

In  this  and  the  following  verfes,  to  the  end  of  the 
chapter,  the  prophet  defcribes  the  fuccefs  which  was 
to  attend  the  expedition  of  the  polverful  and  cruel 
enemies  whom  God  would  ftir  up  againft  Babylon. — 
That  great  city  was  to  be  laid  entirely  in  ruins^  and 
to  become  a  perpetual  defolation,  which  (hould  never 
be  reftored  to  its  ancient  fplendor  and  glory.  To  em- 
belli(h  his  reprefentation,  he  extols  its  former  magni- 
ficence and  grandeur  in  the  time  of  its  profperity, 
that,  by  contrafting  its  flouri(hing  condition  with  the 
deplorable  ftate  to  which  it  was  to  be  reduced,  he 
might  draw  the  more  moving  pidure  of  its  over- 
throw. Babyloii  was  once  the  richeft  and  the  moft 
elegant  city  in  Afia ;  and^  at  the  time  in  which  it 
was  overwhelmed  with  deftrudion,  it  was  the  greatefl: 
and  moft  powerful.  It  was  the  metropolis  and  royal 
feat  of  a  mighty  empire :  '  it  was  the  Lady  of  king- 
^  doms,'  to  whom  many  (lates  and  nations  yielded 
bomage  and  obedience.— It  was  the  beauty  of  the 
Chaldees  excellency.  The  Chaldees  were  a  people 
highly  celebrated  for  learning,  for  their  acquaintance 
with  philofophy,  aftronomy,  and  the  facred  rites  per- 
formed in  honour  of  the  gods.  They  were  greatly 
addided  to  divination,  foothfaying,  and  aftrology^ 
Hence  thofe  who  profefTed  thefe  magical  arts,  are 
called   Chaldees,   or   Chaldeans,    in  the   book  of 

Daniet 
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Daniel  •.  They  were  a  ftrong  and  valiant,  a  fierce 
and  courageous  people,  a  great  and  ancient  nation. 
Their  martial  charader  is  thus  defcribed  by  the  pro- 
phet Habakkuk :  *  For  lo,  I  raife  up  the  Chaldeans, 

*  that  bitter  and  hafty  nation — they  are  terrible  and 

*  dreadful — their  horfes  alfo  are  fwifter  than  the 

*  leopards,  and  are  more  fierce  than  the  evening- 

*  wolves — ^they  fliall  fly  as  the  eagle  that  hafteth'  to 

*  eatf/  The  country  inhabited  by  this' people,  was 
called  *  the  land  of  Shinar  J,:  *  the  land  of  Nimrod  ||,' 
the  '  land  of  Mefopotamia.*  From  thence  the  Lord 
brought  out  Abram,  the  Father  of  the  faithful,  that  he 
might  give  him,  and  his  pofterity,  the  land  of  Canaan 
to  inherit.  ITie  excellency  of  the  Chaldees  confifted 
in  their  riches,  wifdom,  ftrength,  valour,  extent  of 
dominion,  with  other  things  of  a  fimilar  nature.  Of 
all  tbefe  things  which  are  efleemed  excellent  among 
men,  the  city  of  Babylon,  comprehending  its  palaces, 
temples,  fortifications,  and  public  buildings,  was  the 
chief  ornamenL  It  was  one  of  the  mod  beautiful  and 
moft  elegant  cities  that  was  ever  formed  by  human  wif- 
dom and  power.  How  aftonifhing,  that  a  city  of  fuch 
exqoifite  beauty,  ftrength,  and  excellence,  ihould  have 

been  utterly  deftroyed! This  overthrow  is  illuf- 

trated  by  a  very  ftriking  fimilitude,  in  the  following 
words : 

Itjhall  be  as  v^hen  God  overthrew  Sodom  andGomor-- 
rah.  Truly  memorable  was  the  dellruftion  of  thefe 
cities,  which  proceeded  immediately  from  God,  who 
rained  down  fire  and  brimftone  from  heaven  upon 
them,  whereby  not  only  they,  but  all  their  inhabit- 
ants, all  the  neighbouring  plains,  and  all  that  grew 
upon  the  ground,'  were  laid  wafte  §-.  Their  overthrow 
was  fudden  and  unexpefted  to  the  inhabitants,  who 
were  eating  and  drinking,  miarrying  and  giving  iA 
marriage.     Their  deftruftion  was  univerfal  and  irre- 

•  Daniel  Ji.  3.  t  Hab.  i.  6,  7,  8.  %  Gen.  x.  10. 

Q  Micah  t.  6  $  See  Gen.  xi](«  24,  25. 
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coverable,  according  to  the  predidion  of  the  prophet 
Jeremiah :  ^  As  God  overthrew  Sodom  and  Gomor-9 
^  rah,  and  the  neighbouring  cities  thereof,  faith  the 

*  Lord :  fo  ihall  no  mail  abide  there ;  neither  (hall 

*  any  fon  of  man  dwell  therein  *.'  In  like  manner, 
the  deftruftion  of  Babylon  was  to  proceed  from  God ': 
it  was  to  come  fuddenly  and  unexpededly,  when  its 
inhabitants  were  eo'^loyed  in  feftivity  and  mirth ;  ajad 
its  perdition  was  to  be  complete  and  irreverfible* 

20  It  fliall  never  be  inhabited,  neither  fhall 
it  be  dwelt  in  from  gen,eration  to  generation^: 
neither  fhall  the  Arabian  pitch  tent  there,  nei- 
ther fliall  the  fliepherds  make  their  fold  ther^. 

The  fubjeft  introduced  in  the  preceding  verfe,  is 
here  amplified  and  illuftrated.  According  to  thia 
prediction,  Babylon  was  Xq  be  entirely  defoiated,  and 
deprived  of  its  inhabitants,  fo  as  to  become  an  unfre* 
quented  defert.  Left  it  (hould  ftill  be  imagined,  that, 
though  reduced  to  a  wildernefs  for  fome  time,  it  might 
again  rife  into  its  former  fplendor,  our  prophet  de- 
clares, that  it  fliall  not  be  inhabited  for  ever.  The 
defolation  fliall  be  perpetual,  without  any  hope  of  its 
reftoration.  To  give  greater  folemnity  and  certainty 
to  what  is  foretold^  the  prediction  is  repeated  with 
little  variation,. and  the  ftrongeft  aflurance  is  given  of 

the  perpetuity  of  its  defclate  condition. And  left 

it  might  be  fuppofed,  that,  notwithftanding  the  city 
was  to  be  diverted  of  its  inhabitants,  it  might  never-, 
thelefs  afford  a  place  of  retreat  to  Arabians  wandering 
through  the  deferts,  and  to  fliepherds  employed  in 
feeding  their  flocks,  it  is  exprefsly  affirmed,  that  it 
Ihould  ferve  none  of  thefe  purpofes,  but  be  wholly 
abandoned  by  every  human  creature. 

2 1  But  wild  beafts  of  the  defert  fliall  lie  there, 
md  their  houfes  fliall  be  full  of  doleful  creatures^ 

*  Jer.  L  40. 
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and  owls  fhall  dwell  there,  and  fatyrs  ihatl  dance 
there. 

22  And  the  wild  beafts  of  the  iflands  fhall 
ay  in  their  defolate  houfes,  and  dragons  in  tbeir 
pleafant  palaces :  and  her  time  //  near  to  come, 
and  her  days  fhall  not  be  prolonged. 

The  wild  beafts  of  the  defert,  and  of  the  iflands, 
here  intended,  might  be  lions,  bears,  tigers,  and  other 
rapacious  animals,  which  frequent  the  wildernefs.  The 
doleful  creatures  with  which  their  houfes  fhould  be 
iiRed,  might  be  thofe  noftiirnal  birds,  the  lelTer 
heron,  the  night-raven,  and  bittern,  which  frequent 
old  ruins,  and  howl  and  fhriek  with  very  difmal 
cries. And  owls  Jhall  dwell  there.  Owls  com- 
monly choofe  for  their  refidence,  places  which  are  de- 
fened  by  men,  where  they  may  efcape  the  notice  of 
other  birds,  which  are  faid  to  attack  them,  and  flrip 
them  of  their  feathers.  The  owls  are  feldom  heard 
to  cry,  except  in  the  night-time,  when,  at  intervals, 

they  raife  their  melancholy,  frightful  voice.- And 

f^itjrs  Jball  dance  there.  Satyrs  were  anciently  de- 
fcribed  as  a  kind  of  monftrous  creatures :  in  their 
upper  part,  refembling  the  human  form,  with  the  ad- 
dition of  horns ;  and  in  the  lower  part,  in  (hape  lika 
a  goat,  llicfe  hideous  animals  were  to  friiK  and 
dance,  in  the  dreary  folitude  of  that  place  where 

Babylon  once  flood. And  the  wild  beafts  of  the 

ijlands  Jhall  cry  in  their  defolate  houfes^  and  dragons  in 
their  pleafant  palaces.  Dragons,  which  are  wild, 
mifchievous  creatures,  make  a  horrible,  mournful 
noife,  and  refort  to  foHtary  places,  were  like  wife  to 
take  up  their  refidence  in  the  fumptuous  palaces  of 
Babylon,  which  had  been  the  feats  of  luxury,  de* 

bauchery,  and  wickednefs. And  her  time  is  near 

to  comej  and  her  days  Jhall  not  be  prolonged.  The 
period  fixed,  in  the  divine  decree,  for  the  total  over- 
throw of  this  great  city,  fpeedily  approached,  at  the 
time  in  which  this  prophecy  was  delivered }  and  the 
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feafdn  of  her  profperity  and  grandeur  was  not  long 
to  continue. 

Hiftory  records  the  exad  accomplifhment  of  the 
foregoing  predidions,  which  may  be  fummed  up  in 
the  Few  following  particulars :  That  Babylon  (hould 
be  entirely  defolated,  without  hope  of  reftoration :— - 
that  the  Medes,  with  their  auxiliaries,  were  to  bt 
the  inftruments  by  whom .  God  Was  to  execute  this 
jud{?ment : — and  that  the  woik  was  to  be  done  with 
great  ferocity  and  cruelty  toward  the  Babylonians. 
Accordiiigly,  Cyrus,  with  his  army,  coniifling  of 
IMedes  and  Perfians,  fuddenly  entered  the  city,  and 
took  poflfeilion  of  its  palaces  and  fortreiles  with  little 
oppofition.  This  great  and  unexpetked  event  put  aa 
end  to  the  Babylonian  empire.*  The  kings  of  Media 
not  choofing  to  refide  in  Babylon,  it  ceafed  to  be  a 
royal  city.  The  few  remaining  inhabitants,  which 
furvived  the  capture  of  the  city,,  were  foon  induced 
to  leave  their  old  habitation  in  folitude  and  ruins, 
nothing  almoft  of  this  great  ""city  being  left  but  the 
walls,  which  thePerfian  princes  ufed  for  the  purpofe 
of  an  enclofure,  wherein  wild  beafts  were  kept .  for 
being  hunted.  At  length  the  walls  fell  down^  which 
were  never  repaired :  the  animals,  which  were  kepc 
within  them,  abandoned  the  place ;  and  wer^  fuc- 
ceeded  by  thofe  mentioned  in  the  two  laft  verfes  of 
this  chapter.  At  the  taking  of  this  very  populous 
city,  Cyrus,  with  his  army,  made  a  terrible  flaughter 
among  the  inhabitants  and  foldiers :  they  put  all  toi 
the  fword  that  were  found  in  the  ftreets,  befides  the 
king,  and  all  his  attendants,  which  would  make  a 
dreadful  carnage.  So  entirely  deftroyed  is  great  Ba- 
bylon, that  even  the  place  where  this  wonder  of  the 
world  once  ftood,  cannot  with  certainty  be  deter- 
mined.    Thus  were  the  prophecies,  which  we  have 

been  confidering,  literally  accompliflied. Let  us 

diligently  attend  to  the  inftruftive  leffons  inculcated 
repeatedly  in  this  and  the  following  chapters ;  name- 
ly, the  omnifcience  and  providence  of  God,  the 

wickedneft 
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Dnckednefs  and  inftability  of  kingdoms  and  empires. 
We  are  here  taught,  in  the  moft  convincing  manner, 
tbat  the  true  God  knoweth  all.  things ;  that  he  can 
reveal  fecret  things,  and  (hew  the  things  that  are  to 
come  hereafter,  however  improbable  and  diftant  they 
may  appear  to  human  view : — That  divine  Providence 
is  intimately  concerned  in  bringing  about  ail  the 
changes  which  happen  among  the  nations ;  that  he 
fettleth  the  boundaries  of  kingdoms  and  (lates^  fixes 
the  period  of  their  duration,  and  determines  the  in- 
itraments  by  which  they  are  overturned : — That  the 
wickednefs  of  empires  and  cities  is  the  fewel  which 
kindles  the  fure  of  God's  wrath  among  their  pleafant 
things,  which  confumes  their  fineft  buildings,  and 
their  (Irpngeft  fortrefles : — ^That  the  fins  of  idolatry, 
injuftiee,  cruelty,  pride,  oppreiEon,  covetoufnefs, 
lewdnefs,  and  luxury,  when  they  abound  in  a  city, 
nation,  or  family,  if  perfifted  in,  never  fail  to  bring 
down  upon  them  divine  judgments,  which  often  ter- 
minate ia  their  total  overthrow: — ^That  the  moft 
powerful  kingdoms  upon  earth  are  fubjed  to  revo- 
lution and  change,  and  ceafe  to  exift,  after  they  have 
flourifhed  for  a  while.  The  whole  world  is  mutable, 
and  liable  to  decay ;  and  all  things  in  it  are  conti- 
nually changing,  and  tending  toward  diiTolution: 
even  the  greatelt  empires  and  cities  perifli  as  do  their 
princes  and  governors.  The  world  is  only  a  figure, 
fafhion,  or  form,  that  paffeth  aWay.  Wherefore,  my 
brethren,  let  us  give  diligence  that  we  may  obtain  a 
kingdom  that  cannot  be  moved ;  and,  in  this  hope,  let 
us  hold  faft  that  grace  whereby  we  may  ferve  God 
acceptably  with  reverence  and  godly  fear. 


PRELIMI- 
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PRELIMI^^ARY  OBSERVATIONS. 

THIS  chapter  contains  the  latter  part  of  the  pro* 
phecy  concerning  Babylon,  ivhich  reprefents  the 
important  confequences  that  were  to  arife  from  the 
iiivine  judgments  to  be  inflided  upon  that  great  city* 
The  happy  deliverance  of  the  people  of  God  from 
their  captivity,  is  fet  forth  as  the  immediate  confe* 
quence  of  this  great  revolution,  ver.  i,  2,  3.  This 
/ubjeA  introduces  a  defcription  of  the  fall  of  Babylon, 
that  for  a  long  time  had  didurbed  furrounding  na- 
tions, which  is  compofed  in  the  form  of  a  triumphant 
fong,  ver.  4. — 28.  In  treating  this  fubjeft,  the  great 
God  is  introduced,  declaring  the  fate  of  Babylon,  the 
utter  extirpation  of  the  royal  family,  and  the  total 
defolation  of  the  city — the  deliverance  of  Judah,  and 
the  deftrudion  of  their  enemies — ^and  confirming 
thefe  irreverfible  decrees  by  the  fandion  of  his  oath. 
Dr.  Lowth  fays,  that  the  former  part  of  this  prophecy 
is  one  of  the  mod  beautiful  examples  that  can  be 
given,  of  elegance,  of  compofition,  variety  of  imagery, 
and  fublimity  of  fentiment  and  didion,  in  the  pro- 
phetic ftyle ;  and  the  latter  part  confifts  of  an  ode,  of 
fupreme  and  Angular  excelle&ce. 


CHAP.    XIV. 

FOR  the  Lord  will  have  mercy  on  Jacob, 
and  will  yet  choofe  Ifrael,  and  fet  them  in 
their  own  land  :  and  the  ftrangers  fliall  be  join- 
ed with  them,  and  they  fhall  cleave  to  the  houfe 
of  Jacob. 

The  joyful  confequence  of  the  fall  of  Babylon,  was 
to  be  the  deliverance  of  the  people  of  Judah  from  the 
captivity  in  which  they  were  detained. ^Thfe  word 
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foTj  with  which  this  predidion  is  introduced,  feems 
intended  to  (hew,  that  the  judgment  executed  upon 
Babylon,  was  not  only  to  be  a  difplay  of  the  righj£ouf« 
nefs  of  God,  but  a  proc^  of  his  favour,  and  tender 
companion,  toward  his  peculiar  people*  Viewing  thft 
matter  in  this  light,  the  concluding  words  of  the  fore* 
going  verfe  may  be  coniidered  as  at  once  giving  aC- 
furance  of  the  fpeedy  accompHQiment  Df  tbe  precede 
ing  prophecy,  and  the  defirable  approach  bf  the  dcf^ 
Uverance  of  lirael  from  the  hands  of  ^  their  enemies^ 
^hich  is  here  predid^d*  The  overthrow  of  Babylon 
was  to  be  haftened,  to  make  way  for  th£  deliverance 
of  the  church**-— -fbr  tbe  Lord  will  have  msHy  om 
yacob.  tn  theie  words^  the  prophet  direds  to  the 
fource  from  whence  the  blefTings  he  proceeds  to  men* 
tion  were  to  take  their  rife,  viz*  the  mercy  of  J^ho* 
vah.  Indeed  this  is  the  uniform  do&rin^e  laiil  ddwn 
in  die  fcriptures,  both  of  the  Old  and  New  Tefta^ 
menu,  by  the  prophets  and  apoftles  of  the  Lord«  The 
following  paflfages  are  fpecimens  of  M^at  is  often  re* 
peated  on  this  fubje^t :  Jer.  xxxiii«  26.  Hofea  i^  7« 
Rom.  ix»  i8.  The  eacpreffion,  the  Lord  will  hav«- 
mercy,  intimates,  that,  according  to  his  fovereign  will 
and  good  pl^ure,  he  would  extend  his  tender  com* 
pailion,  accompanied  with  ieafonable  relief,  to  thofe 
who  were  in  a  miferable  condition,  though  utterly 
unworthy  of  his  favour.  Tt^e^ divine  benignity  re« 
fpeds  all  the  creatures  of  God,  on  whom  it  beftows 
innumerable  benefits.  Grace  refpeds  men  as  un* 
worthy  of  his  kindneies,  and  unable  to  make  ade- 
quate returns  for  the  bteffings  they  receive ;  whereat 
mercy  is  conferred  upon  thbfe  who  are  in  danger  and 
mifery,  from  which  it  reicues  them^  that  they  may 
enjoy  happy  deliverance.  It  confifts  in  a  ftrong  pro« 
penfity  to  afford  ai&ftance  to  thofe  who  are  in  need : 
uid,  in  this  fenfe,  mercy  is  always  to  be  fouiid  with 
God,  who  communicates  it  in  abundance,  according 
to  the  circumftances  of  thofe  to  whom  it  is  extend*- 

ed. Senfible  of  our  infinite  ne^  of  this  important 
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blefling,  let  us  often  earneftly  implore  that  God  may 
grant  us  bis  mercy;  and,  having  obtained  our  re« 
queft,  let  us  beware  of  injuring  or  abuflng  the  divine 
mercy,  by  perfifting  in  our  fms,  and  tranfgrefGng  hit 
commandments. 

And  will  yet  choofe  IfraeL  This  is  the  diftinguifli- 
ing,  gracious  privilege  whereby  God,  according  to 
the  counfel  of  his  will,  fets  apart  for  himfelf  a  peculiar 
people  from  among  the  nations  of  the  earth,  who  are 
.fuffered  to  waljc'in  their  own  ways.  Expreifions  (imi- 
lar  to  this  are  often  ufed  by  the  infpired  writers,  when 
fpeaking  of  the  precious  benefits  which  God  beftowg 
upon  his  people.  Thus  Ikith  the  Lord  of  hofts,  by 
the  prophet  Zechariah,  *  The  Lord  (hall  yet  comfort 
*  Zion,  and  (hall  yet  choofe  Jerufalem  ^.^  That 
which  is  here  affirmed  of  the  people  of  Ifrael,  muft 
hold  equally  true  of  the  individuals  whereof  that 
people  confift.  Tou  who  juftly  claim  the  privilege  of 
choofing  your  friends,  and  of  conferring  your  favours 
on  Whomfoever  you  pleafe,  whilft  you  injure  not  thofe 
whom  you  overlook,  cannot  confidently  refufe  to  ac<« 
knowledge^  that  this  prerogMive  eminently  belongs 
to  Jehovah,  who  repeatedly  claims  it  in  his  holy 
oracles.  To  me,  therefore,  it  hath  been  matter  of 
furprife,  that  any  who  have  read  their  Bibles  with  at« 
tention,  fhould  be  averfe  to  own  this  Ample  truths 
which  is  frequently  repeated  in  fcripture,  though  we 
are  unable  fufficientlv  to  refolve  all  the  difficulties  that 
may  be  itarted  refpefting  this  article  of  divine  .revela- 
tion.——The  moft  high  God  was  gracioufly  pleafed 
to  choofe  the^poflerity  of  the  patriarch  Jacob  from 
among  all  other  nations  under  heaven,  as  Mofes  re* 
minded  themf.  _  In  after-ages,  however,  he  feenled, 
at  certain  periods,  to  have  reje£ted  them,  when  they 
provoked,  him  to  deliver  them  into  the  power  of  the 
JBabylonians,  and  other  nations.  At  the  time  U^ere- 
fore  in  which  he  would  have  mercy  upon  them,  and 

•  Zecb.  u  17.  f  Dcut.  vil.  6. 
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* 

refcue  them  from  the  power  of  their  enemies^  he  is 
£ud  to  choofe  Ifrael,  that  in  this  manner  he  might 
demonftrate  his  adherence  to  his  choice,  and  grant 
his  people  happy  experience  of  its  comfortable  e^e&s 
in  their  deliverance.— -^Let  us,  brethren,  give  all  di- 
ligence to  make  fure  our  calling  and  election,  to  be 
the  peculiar  people  of  God,  by  being  holy  in  all  man* 
ner  of  converfation,  and  zealous  of  good  works,  con- 
vinced that  this  is  the  only  way  whereby  we  can  en« 
]oy  comfortable  evidence,  that  God  hath  chofen  us  to 
falvation  through  our  Lord  Jefus  Chrift  *. 

And  fa  them  in  their  own  land.  This  privilege  was 
fikewi/e  exprefsly  promifed  to  Ifrael  by  the  prophets 
Jeremiah  f  and  Ezekiel  |.  The  multiplied  and  ag« 
gravated  iniquities  of  Ifrael  provoked  the  Almighty 
to  fcatter  them  among  the  nations,  and  to  difperfe 
them  among  the  countries,  particularly  of  Aflyria  and 
Babylon.  From  this  difperfion  God  promifes  to  coU 
left  them,  that  he  might  fet  them  in  their  own  land, 
the  land  of  Canaan,  which  was  the  glory  and  orna* 
ment  of  all  lands,  an  exceeding  pleafant  and  very 
fruitful  country.  It  was  remarkable  for  the  excel- 
lence of  its  climate,  and  the  fertility  of  its  foil ;  and, 
on  thefe  and  other  accounts,  it  was  called  in  fcripture, 
an  exceeding  good  land,  a  glorious  land,  and  a  land 
of  defire.  It  was  fuppofed  to  be  fituated  in  the  midft 
of  the  earth ;  and  though  it  is  faid  to  have  been  only 
about  two  hundre4  miles  in  length,  and  fifty  in 
breadth,  in  the  days  of  David  the  king,  there  were  in 
it  thirteen  hundred  thoufand  men,  befide  aged  men, 
women,  and  children«-i — This  land  is  called  their 
own  land,  in  as  much  as  God  promifed  it  to  their  fa- 
thers, and  gave  it  to  their  children,  for  a  pofleilion, 
and  an  inheritance,  A  very  noble  and  rich  donation 
it  was,  according  to  the  defcription  given  of  it  by 
Mofes,  the  fervant  of  the  Lord :  Mt  is  a  land  (faith 
^  be)  of  hills  and  valleys,  that  drinketh  water  of  the 

*  I  Thc£f.  V.  9.         f  Jer.  xxiit.  8.         %  £zck.  xxziv.  13. 
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<  rath  of  heaven :  a  land  which  the  Lord  thy  God 
*  careth  for :  the  eyes  of  the  Lord  thy  God  are  always 
^  upon  it,  from,  the  beginning  of  the  year  untU  the 
^  end  thereof**'  Thele  and  other  advantages  which 
it  ppffeffed,  rendered  it  a  faint  type  of  the  reft  which 

remaineth  for  the  true  Ifracl  of  God  in  heaven. 

In  this  land  God  promtfes  to  fet  them,  and  to  eftabliih 
them  in  the  pofleifion  of  it,  that  they  may  dwell  fafe- 
ly,  and  none  maHe  them  afraid ;  th;n  he  may  feed 
them  a$  bis  flock,  and  dwell  among  them.  Their  re- 
turn from  captivity,  and  reftpration  to  their  own  land^ 
is  one  of  the  moft  remarkable  events  mentioned  iii 
the  Old  Teftament,  and  is  often  fpoken  of  as  a  rich 
difplay  of  the  divine  mercy  and  favour^  In  this  light 
let  us  contemplate  it,  as  the  neceflary  meaps  of  pre«> 
ferving  the  Jewifh  chinch  in  exiflence,  until  the  fuU 
ne&  of  time  arrived  wherein  that  economy  waSc 
^bolifiied* 

Afid  the  firan^j^rs  fhall  be  joined  with  ihm^  and  tbcf 
fljall  cleave  U  the  boufe  of  Jacobs  The  perfbas  wha 
lire  here  intended,  were  the  people  from  among  the 
Gentiles^  which  were  not  of  the  poflerity  of  Qraet,^ 
and  had  no  right  to  the  important  privileges  enjoyed 
by  the  houfe  of  Jacob.  They  were  thofe  whpm  the 
apoftle'  Paul  thus  emphatically  defcribes,  as  being 
aliens  from  the  commonweahh  of  Ifrael,  both  with 
Telped  to  civil  and  facred  advantages ;  and  ftrangera 
ftom  ^he  covenants  of  promife,  which  God  entered 
into  with  the  Father  of  the  faithful,  and  delivered  to 
his  pofterity  at  mount  Sinai.  Numbers  of  fuch  iiran- 
gers,  at  the  period  to  which  thi$  prophecy  looked  f<^-; 
waM,  fliould  join  themfelves  to  Ifrael,  that  they  might 
participate  with  them  in  the  iaeftimable  prerogatives 
^hich  they  enjoyed.  From  religious  motives,  and  a 
lincere  regard  to  the  inflituted  worihlp  of  the  true 
God,  they  were  voluntarily  to  become  profelytes  to 
^h^  |ewi^  religion,  and  to  be  initiated  inlp  their 
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church  by  the  rites  appointed  for  chat  piirpofe.  Hav« 
ing  obliged  them&lves,  in  the  moft  folemn  manner, 
to  pay  a  facred  regard  to  the  laws  and  ordinances  of 
Ifraet,  they  were  inviolably  to  adhere  to  them,  as  the 
girdle  cleaves  to  the  loins  of  him  that  weareth  it* 
They  would  alfo  ckave  to  the  houfe  of  Jacob ;  dif« 
covering,  oa  every  proper  occafion,  a  ilrong  attach- 
ment to  them,  and  their  interefts,  by  a  care&l  obfep- 
vance  of  the  divine  inftitutions  eftablifhed  among  them, 
an4  by  a  fteady  regard  to  divme  truths  and  precepts 
delivered  for  their  inftrudion  and  government.—^ 
After  the  laudable  example  of  thofe  who  are  the  fub- 
jc&s  of  this  predi£lion,  let  us  cleave  unto  the  Lord, 
and  his  people,  with  purpofe  of  heart.  Look  dili- 
gently to  yourfelves,  brethren,  left  there  be  in  any  of 
you  a  froward,  a  &lfe,  a  deceitful,  and  evil  heart  of 
unbelief,  which  may  prompt  you  to  depart  from  the 
Kviiie  God,  ^4  tQ  abandon  conne^on  with  his 
people 

2  And  the  people  fliall  take  them,  an4  bring 
them  to  their  place :  and  the  houfe  of  Ifrael  fhali 
poflefs  them  in  the  land  of  the  Lord,  for  fer«< 
vants  and  handmaids :  and  they  ihall  take  them 
captives,  whofe  captives  they  were,  and  they 
ihall  rule  over  their  oppreflbrs. 

The  benefits  to  be  derived  by  the  people  of 
Ifrael,  from  the  accompliOiment  of  the  foregoing  pre- 
didions,  are  here  mentioned.—^ — Tbey  Jball  take 
tbem;  namely,  the  ftrangers  who  were  joined  to 
them,  and  who  fteadily  adhered  to  the  profeflion  of 
friend/hip  which  they  had  made : — And  bring  them  U 
ibeir  placey  which  God  gave  them  for  inheritance, 
that  they  might  (hare  in  the  important  advantages 
which  they  themfdve^  pofiefled.  They  were  to  be  ad- 
nutted  members  of  the  commonwealth  of  Ifrael,  to 
whom  pertained  the  adoption,  the  glory,  and  the 
^(yvenaiits^  the  giving  of  the  law,  and  the  fervice  of 

God, 
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God,  and  the  promifes.— — -^>irf  the  houfe  of  Ifraei 
Jhallpojfefs  them.  The  houfe  of  Ifraei  may  denote,  as 
in  other  paiTages  of  the  prophetic  writings,  the  tribes 
of  Judah  and  Benjamin,  with  thofe  of  the  other  ten 
tribes,  who  were  mingled  with  them.  Th^re  Were 
many  belonging  to  the  ten  tribes,  who,  perceiving 
that  Jeroboam  intended  to  eftablifh  idolatry  among 
them,  feparated  from  their  brethren,  and  joined  the 
houfe  of  Judah.    Hence  we  read,  that  *  thofe  who  fet 

*  their  hearts  to  feek  the  Lord,  came  to  Jerufalem,  to 
^  facrifice ;  and  ftrengthened  the  kingdom  of  Judah  *^/ 
And  afterward,  in  the  days  of  Afa,  ^  many  fell  to  hin^ 

*  out  of  Ephraim,  Manaffeh,  and  Simeon  f.*  Under 
the  reign  of  Hezekiah,  ^  divers  of  Afher^  Manaffeh, 
^  and  Zebulon,  humbled  themfelves,  and  cam^  to  Je«- 

*  rufalem  }/  From  thefe  and  other  places  of  the  Old 
Teftament  hiftory,  we  learn,  that  the  houfe  of  Ifraei 
comprehended,  not  only  the  tribes  of  Judah  and  BeiVi- 
jamin,  but  likewife  all  thofe  who  joined  them  from 
among  their  brethren.  This  houfe  was  to  poflefs  the 
ftrangers  who  cleaved  to  them  in  the  land  of  the 
Lord.— ——They  were  to  enjoy  confiderable  benefit 
from  the  kind  fervices,  and  various  ofSces,'  of  humar 
nity,  benevolence,  and  affection,  which  they  would 
perform  tcrward  Ifraei,  whom  they  ihould  confider, 
not  only  as  their  friends,  but  as  their  inftru£ters. 
This  advantage  they  were  to  enjoy  in  the  land  of  the 
Lord ;  in  the  land  of  Canaan,  which  juftly  merited 
this  ddfcription,  on  account  of  its  fuperior  excellence, 
to  all  other  lands,  and  becaufe  it  was  the  object  of  his^ 
peculiar  care  and  kind  regard. 

And  they  Jhall  take  them  captives^  whoje  captives  they 
were  J  and  they  Jhall  rule  over  their  oppreffors.  The  im-  * 
port  of  this  prediAion  is  eafy  to  be  underftood :  it 
plainly  intimates,  that  fome  of  thofe  various  nations, 
who  had  made  captives  of  the  people  of  Ifraei,  were, 
in  their  turn,  to  be. made  captives  by  them; — ^that 

*  2  Chron.  xi,  16,  xy.    f  a  Chron.  xv.  $•    t  >  Chron.  xxx.  ti. 
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when  God  would  turn  again  their  captivity,  they 
(hookl  exercife  authority  over  thofe  who  had  cruihed 
them  by  violence ; — that  their  co;idition  was  to  be  en*- 
tirdy  reverfed  from  what  it  once  was,  in  fo  much 
that  they  were  not  only  to  be  delivered  from  a  ilate 
of  capdvity  to  their  enemies,  and  fubjeftion  to  their 
tyranny,  but  to  be  invefted  with  power  td  retaliate 
the  injuries  which  they  had  fuftained  from  thofe  who 
affli3ed  them.  The  righteous  Governor  of  the  world, 
in  the  courfe  of  his  providence,  often  recompenfes 
men  according  to  their  doings*  The  Tyrians,  who 
exulted  at  the  deftru&ion  of  Jerufalem,  were  hiflfed  at 
by  the  merchants  among  the  people,  in  the  day  of 
their  calamity*.  Upon  the  Edomites,  who  dealt 
cruelly  with  the  houfe  of  Judah,  God  laid  his  ven- 
geance, by  the  hand  of  his  people  Ifrael  f .  After  the 
houfe  of  Jacob  returned  from  captivity  at  Babylon, 
they  waxed  ftrong,  became  terrible,  and  confumed 
like  fire  the  Edomitds,  who  had  defpifed  and  infulted 
thenu  A  fimilar  change  in  their  circumftances  is 
here  foretold  by  our  prophet,  in  refpefi:  to  other  na« 
tions  who  had  opprefl^d  them,  which  was  remarkably 
verified  in  the  refpeflablis  condidon  to  which  they 
were  advanced,  and  the  confiderable  influence  that 
they  attained,  at  the  period  wherein  this  prophecy 

vas  fulfilled. Such  difpenfations  inculcate  upon 

us  diligent  attention  to  the  maxim  of  Jeftis  Chrift, 
who  hath  faid,  ^  With  what  meafure  ye  m^te,  it  (hall 
*  be  meafured  to  you  again  |.'  The  law  of  retaliation 
was  the  firft  which  was  publiflied  after  the  fall  of 
man :  '  Whofo  fheddeth  man's  blood,  by  man  fhali 
'  his  blood  be  fhed  |}/  It  was  engrofled  in  the  law  of 
Mofes,  where  it  is  thus  written :  *  Eye  for  eye,  and 
^  tooth  for  tooth/  iLis  tranfcribed  and  illuftrated  in 
the  whole  of  the  divine  procedure  toward  individuals 
and  fbcieties.     They  have  moved  me  to  jealoufy, 

*  Compare  Ezekid  xxvi.  2.  with  chap.  xs.vii.  36.  f  Sec 
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iaith  the  Lord,  by  that  which  is  not  God ;  and  I  will 
move  them  to  jealoufy,  by  thofe  who  are  not  a  people* 
And  again, '^^  As  he  cried^  and  they  would  not  hear ; 
^  fo  they  cried,  and  I  Would  not  hear,  faith  the  Lord 
«  of  hotts*' 

3  ^  And  It  IhsiU  come  to  pals  in  the  day  that 
the  Lord  (hall  give  thee  reft  from  thy  forrow, 
and  from  thy  fear,  and  from  the  hard  bondage 
wherein  tlvou  waft  made  to  ferve. 

The  particular  period  i«  here  marked  wherein  the 
preceding  prophecy  fliould  receive  its  accomplifli* 

ment. In  the  day  the  Lord  Jhall  give  thee  rejl 

from  thy  forroWj  he  Sorrow,  fear,  and  hard  bon- 
dage, hath,  at  certain  feafons,  been  the  lot  of  the  po* 
fterity  of  Ifrael,  who  were,  from  time  to  time,  fubje£l« 
ed  to  the  greateft  calamities.  Sorrow  is  that  uneafy 
fenfation  which  is  excited  by  diftrefs,  and  the  naturai 
eflfed  of  the  affli&ion  from  whence  it  takes  its  rife. 
Tranfj^effion  is  the  caufe  of  ail  the  calamities  which 
befal  mankind ;  and  calamities  are  the  fource  of  grief 
and  forrow,  from  which  the  houfe  of  Ifrael  were  not 

exempted. Fear  fometimes  exprefles  in  fcripture, 

the  uneafy  paflion  which  bears  that  name,  and  at 
other  times  the  dreaded  objed  from  whence  it  arifes. 
Between  the'  paflion,  and  the  objeft  which  occafions 
it,  there  is  a  very  intimate  connexion,  in  fo  much 
that  when  the  latter  is  removed,  the  former  com* 
monly  ceafes.  The  fear  from  which  the  Lord  was 
to  give  Ifrael  reft,  was  that  perplexing  and  torment- 
ing paflion  which  proceeds  from  the  dreaded  ap- 
proach of  thofe  formidable  evils  that  embarrafs  and 
enfeeble  the  mind,  and  incapacitate  for  aQion  thofe 

on  whom  it  feizcth. The  hard  fervice  which  they 

were  made  to  ferve,  may  chiefly  refer  to  the  very 
painful  and  difficult  labours  wherein  they  were  em- 
ployed, with  great  rigour  and  feverity,  by  the  Baby- 
lonians.   At  the  time  in  which  God  was  to  deliver 

.  them 
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dieni  bom  the  forrow,  fear,  and  bondage,  that  they 
had  experienced,  they  wete  to  enjoy  the  benefits  fbrft- 
told  in  the  preceding  verfeif. 

This  remarkable  prophecy  wa$  accompliflied  foon 
after  the  deftrudioh  of  the  Babyloniih  empire.  The 
Ephraimites  having  been  carried  away  into  AfiVri^ 
and  Media,  the  Jews  were  led  captive  to  Babylon* 
At  the  expiration  of  feventy  years,  the  period  fixed 
for  their  continuance  in  a  ftate  of  exile^  God  ^ms 
pleafed  to  (hew  them  mercy,  to  reftore  them  to  theiif 
own  land,  and  to  perform  what  is  here  foretoldi  For 
this  purpofe,  he  raiiCsd  up  bis  fervant  Cyrus,  who  iflued 
the  ^nemorable  decree,  recorded  ^  Chron*  xxxvi.  19^ 
To  carry  forward  this  great  work,  of  refcuing  hi^ 
people  m>m  their  forrow  and  bondage,  be  empIoye4 
Ezra  the  fcribe,  whofe  name  fignifies  a  Helper,  an4 
Nehemiah  the  governor,  whole  name  denotes  th^ 
ConfoLatioti  of  ue  Lord,  to  aifift  and  comfort  thenv 
The&  great  men,  with  Zerubbabel  and  Jofhua,  con-^ 
duded  from  the  Captivity  and  thraldom  in  which  they 
had  been  detained  at  Babylon,  above  forty-two  thou-^ 
iand  of  them,  befides  more  than  feven  thouland  mea 
and  women  fervants,  who  were  probablv  (Irang^ra 
that  had  joined  them»  About  the  fame  time,  maiiy 
profelytes  were  made  to  the  Jewiih  religion,  whd 
joined  the  houfe  of  Jacob,  as  we  learn  from  the  book 
of  Either ;  where  we  read,  that,  after  Mordecai^s  pro^ 
motion,  ^  die  Jews  had  joy  and  gladnefs,  a  feaft  an4 
*  a  good  day :  and  many  of  the  people  of  the  land 
^  became  Jews ;  for  the  fear  of  the  Jews  fell  upon 
^  them  *.'  Thus  the  Lord  gave  them,  in  fome  mea* 
fure,  reft  from  forrow,.  fear,  and  bondage.  *^  The 
circomftances  mentioned  in  this  prophecy  (fays  the 
learned  Dr.  Lowth,  in  his  Notes)  which  did  npt,  in 
^<  any  complete  fenfe,  accompany  the  return  from  the 
captivity  -at  Babylon,  ieem  to  intimate,  that  this 
whole  prophecy  extends  its  views  beyond  ^at 
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**  event/'  to  the  kingdom  of  Jefus  Chrift,  in  which 
ft  (hall  receive  a  full  accompKfhment,  and  to  which 
we  look  forward  with  hope  and  joy* 

4  That  thou  fhalt  takfe  Up  this  proverb  againft 
the  king  of  Babylon,  and  fay,  How  hath  the  op- 
.  pfeflbr  ceafed  !  the  goldeA  city  ceafed  ! 

•  ^  The  prophet  now  returns  to  defcribe  the  fall  of  the 
BsLbylonifh  empire,  by  means  of  which  great  event, 
way  fhould  be  made  tor  the  accompliihment  of  the 

predidioiis  that  w.e  have  been  confidering. ^This 

fubjeft  is  introduced,  with  the  utmoft  propriety^  in' 
the  form  of  a  triumphant  fong.  A  chorus  of  Jews 
firft  exprefs  their  furprife  and  aftonifhment  at  the 
fudden  downfal  of  Babylon,"*  and  the  great  reverfe  of 
the  tyrant's  condition^  who,  like  his  predeceiTors,  had 
oppreiTed  his  own  and  neighbouring  kingdoms. 
Againft  the  debaifed  monarch,  they  are  called,  to  take 
up  this  proverb.  The  Hebrew  verb  of  the  noun  tranf- 
lated  proverb  J  fignifies,  to  exercife  authority,  to  com* 
pare  one  thing  with  another,  to  utter  weighty  fayings 
•or  parables.  The  noun  is  ufed  to  exprefs  every  fort 
of  fententious,  figurative,  and  fublime  fpeech ;  fuch 
as  the  Proverbs  of  Solomon,  which  are  delivered  in 
fliort  fentences.  frequently  figurative,  and  generally 
authoritative,  both  in  matter  and  form.  Such  alfo 
are  the  wife  maxims,  and  pithy  fayings  of  Jefus  Chrifl:, 
recorded  in  the  gofpel :  where  he  faith,  *  No  man 

*  can  ferve  two  mafters ;   Where  your  treafure  is, 

*  there  will  your  heart  be  alfo.*  Some  proverbs  arc 
obfcure,  and  fignify  fomewhat  different  from  what 
the  words  feem'  to  intimate :  of  this  fort  was  that  an- 
ciently ufed  in  Ifrael,  ^  The  fathers  have  eaten  four 

•  jgrapes,  and  the  childrens  teeth  are  fet  on  edge  •  ;* 
and  that  mentioned  by  the  apoftle  Peter,  •  The  dog  is 
I  turned  again  to  his  vomit;  and  the  fow  that  was 

<  ♦  £zck.  xviii.  2. 
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^  waflied,  to  her  wallowing  in  the  mire  ^J  Others  are 
plain,  moral  fentences ;  of  which  you  have  an  inftance, 
I  Samuel  xxiv.  13.  in  the  fpeecb  of  David  to  king 
Saul,  *  As  faith  the  proverb  of  the  ancients,  Wicked* 
^  nefs  proceedeth  from  the  wicked.'  The  proverb 
which  was  to  be  ufed  by  the  men  of  Judah,  was  a 
taunting  kind  of  fpeech,  in  which'  the  power  and 
pride  of  Babylon  was  to  be  infulted,  and  treated  with 
contempt.— «— In  this  view  alfo,  you  may  confider 
the  following  words  of  triumph,  in  which  the  people 
of  God  were  to  exprefs  their  joy  at  the  deftrudion  of 
that  great  city. 

How  bath  the  oppreffbr  ceafed!  th^  golden  city  ceafedl 
The  opprefTor  is  a  name  which  emphatically  defcribes 
the  character  of  the*king  of  Babylon,  whofe  govern- 
ment was  ftained  with  injuftice,  violence,  "and  oppref* 
fion,  and  /upported  by  heavy  exadions  impofed  on 
the  neighbouring  (lajtes,  to  fupport  his  magnificence 
and  grandeur.-'— -The  golden  city  is  a  graphical 
defcription  of  that  city,  which  was  renowned  for  it^ 
immenfe  riches  and  incomparable  fplendor.  To  ex- 
prefs their  aftonifbment  at  the  event  alluded  to,  they 
inquire.  How  hath  the  oppreflpr  ceafed !  the  goldeni 
city  ceafed !  He  who  oppreifed  us  and  other  nations,, 
who  made  us  to  ferve  with  hard  bondage,  how  is  he 
come  to  nothing !  Who  hath  accomplished  his  ruin^^ 
and  by  whom  hath  his  deftrudion  been  effeded  ? 
9och  the  prince,  and  the  city,  have  ceafed.  The  king 
was  llain,  and  the  city  overthrown. 

5  TTie  Lord  hath  broken  the  ftafl[  of  the 
wicked,  and  the  fceptre  of  the  rulers^. 

Thefe  words  contain  an  anfwer  to  the  preceding 
inquiry :  God  is  acknowledged  the  author  of  thia 
wonderful  defolation.  The  king  of  Babylon  might 
ju/lly  be  called  the  ftaff  of  the  wicked,  in  as  much  as 
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fee  treatly  promoted  the  pra£dce  of  all  manner  of 
t^ickednds,  and  ^ras  a  chief  fuppurt  of  its  interefts^ 
This  snftnnnent  of  corruption  and  guilt  the  Lord 
hath  broken :  he  hath  fuddeniy  cruflied  him  by  ^ 
violent  death,  thereby  a  final' period  is  put  to  all  hit 
mighty  power  and  xtAueikcc.'^f^—Jnd  the  fceftre  oftbf 
rulers.  The  royal  authority  (fignified  by  a  fceptre^ 
which  was  exerted,  by  means  of  th$  rulers  and  gover-* 
nors  of  the  provinces,  over  the  people,  was  likewifq 
broken  and  deftroyed.  Thus  did  the  Moft  High  tak^ 
away  from  the  earth  this  wicked,  tyrannical  prince^ 
wd  his  proud  ambitious  rulers,  that  his  people  migh|( 
en|oy  the  ineft^slble  benefits  pf  Uherty  2S^d,  f^ety. 

6  He  who  fmote  the  people  in  wrath  with  a 
continual  flroke ;  he  that  ruled  the  nations  ia 
^nger,  is  perfecut^d,  (i^J  txpne  hindereth. 

The  language  of  exuhation  and  triumph,  begun  iu 
ihe  foregoing  verfe,  is  ftill  continued.— —The  king 
of  Babylon  made  war  with  the  people  of  Ifrael^  an<| 
the  nations  of  the  earth ;  ^nd,  having  conquered 
them,  he  fmote  them,  not  with  temper  and  modeniF- 
<ion,  but  with  wrath  and  fierce  anger ;  not  with  an, 
Occafional,  but  with  an  uninterrupted  and  continual 
ftroke.  He  ruled  over  the  kingdoms  which  he  van* 
quifhed,  not  with  rotldnefs  smd  equity,  but  with  ex« 
treme  rigour  and  feverity :  he  governed  them,  not 
with  ju0ice  and  clei^ency,  but  with  tyranny  and  op. 

preffion.-r ^This  haughty,  angry  monarcK  is  perfe*^ 

€utedy  and  none  ninderetb.  He  was  purfued,  over* 
taken,  and  feized,  by  the  iuftice  of  God,  and  quickly 
brought  to  condign  puniinment.  None  of  the  neigh* 
bounng  ftates  or  princes,  who  were  tributs^ry  to  him, 
or  in  alliance  with  him,  afforded  him  any  aflift- 
ance,  or  interpofed  in  his  behalf,  to  ward  off*  the  blow 
given  him  by  the  dire£tion  and  appointment  of  Heaven* 
"^liis  4otI^  the  Lord  pour  contempt  upon  princes,  and 
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abafe  thafe  who  walk  in  pride,  pumfliing  ihmf  pride 
and  iniblence^  th^  cruelty  and  Qj^efUoiiy  ^c^prding 
to  their  defert, 

7  The  i;9^hoIe  ejnth  is  at  reft,  and  |s  quiet  \ 
they  bre^k  forth  into  fmging. 

The  happy  efFe£ks  refulting  to  furrounding  nations, 
Iroin  the  abolition  of  the  tyrannical  power  of  the 
lung  of  Babylon,  zre  beautifoHy  delineated  in  thist 
^erfe.— ^All  the  kingdoms  of  the  earth  which  werq 
fobjed  to  the  Babylonian  empire,  and  connected  with 
tt,  were  to  experience  an  agreeable  ceflation  from  the 
dilquierode  and  turbulence  which  they  fuffered,  from 
exorbitant  claims  and  rigorous  demands  which  had 
been  made  upon  them,  by  a  n\onarch,  whofe  defire 
for  riches,  aqd  ambition  of  power  and  conqueft,  knew 
no  bounds..  ]n  confec^uence  of  his  fceptre  having 
been  broken,  the  nations  Difho  had  formerly  fenred 
him,  and  been  greatly  difturbed  by  the  exercife  of 
his  tyrannical  authority,  were  to  f|nd  themfelves  hap« 
pily  delivered  from  that  continual  opprefQon  which 
they  were  unable  to  refift,  and  re*eftabli(hed  in  the 

pofieflion  of  defirable  tranquillity  and  peace. On 

this  pleafing  change  of  circumftances,  they  (hould 
feel  ftrong  emoHons,  ariiing  from  the  fatisfadion  and 
joy  which  fprang  up  in  their  new  condition";  fo  that 
ibey  break  forth  inta  Jinging.  Tranfported  with  the 
view  of  the  downfal  of  Babylon,  and  contemplating 
the  happy  efieffcs  with  which  it  was  to  be  accompa- 
nied, they  were  to  exult  in  triumphant  drains,  and 
thus  to  exprefs  their  gratitude  and  joy,  on  account  of 
the  agreeable  change  of  cbndition  which  was  the  fub- 

jcft  of  their  fong. If  the  nations  rejoice  at  th© 

overthrow  of  a  haughty,  tyrannical  prince,  and  the 
re-eftablifliment  of  tranquillity  and  liberty,  how  much 
greater  ought  to  be  the  triumph  of  thofe  who  are  d&r 
livered  from  the  dominion  of  divers  impetuous  lufts, 
9nd  ei^oy  the  earnefts  of  fpiritual  and  eternal  reft  \ 
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Let  f(icfa  break  forth  into  fingipg,  in  honour  of  him 
who  hath  delivered^  and  will  preferv^  to  hi$  heavenly 
kingdom* 

8  Yea,  the  fir-trees  rejoice  at  thee,  and  the 

cedars  of  Lebanon,  faying^  Since,  thou  art  l^d 

down,  no  feller  is  come  up  againil  us. 

« 

The  fir-trees  and  the  cedars  are  here  introduced,^ 

r/BJoicing  at  the  fall  of  Babylon. -The  fir  and  the 

cedar  are  the  talleil  and  mod  (lately  trees  that  grow 
in  the  foreft  ^  and  the  cedars  of  Lebanon  were,  of 
all  others,  the  largeft  and  moft  exceUenl.  Thefe  trees 
are  fometimes  mentioned  iu  fcripture,  as  r^prefenting 
perfons  exalted  to  the  moft  eminent  ftation,  and  eur 
joying  the  moft  flourifhing  condition.  In  this  figura* 
tive  fenfe  I  fuppofe  that  the  words  before  us  muu  be^ 
under ftood.  The  fir  and  the  cedar  of  Lebanon  are 
intended  to  fignify  the  prince,  the  rulers,  and  great 
men  of  thofe  kingdoms,  which  had  been  harafled  by 
the  king  of  Babylbn  before  the  overthrow  of  that 
empire.  Perfons  of  confpicuous  dignity,  and  great 
opulence,  were  to  exult  over  the  fallen  tyrant^  and  to. 
boaft  of  the  eafe  and  fecurity  they  expe^ed  to  enjoy, 
in  confequence  of  his  depreflion,  or  being  laid  down. 
Since  thou  haft  been  brought  low,  and  laid  upon  the 
ground,  like  a  tre^  that  is  cut  down,  no  feller  is  come 
up  againft  us,  no  pcrwer  hath  attacked  us,  in  whofe 
heart  it  was  to  cut  oif  nations  not  a  few.  Since  he 
who  was  the  axe,  in  the  hand  of  the  Lord,  to  cut 
down  kingdoms,  hath  been  broke  in  pieces,  there  is 
no  other  power  to  give  difturbance  to  the  nations,  or 

to  deprive  them  of  their  juft  rights, ^The  reign. of 

tyrannical  monarchs  is  not  commonly  of  long  conti- 
nuance :  God  who  cutteth  off  the  fpirits  of  princes, 
and  who  is  terrible  to  the  kings  of  the  earth,  lays 
them  low,  and  divefts  them  of  their  power,  whilfl: 
thofe  around  them  triumph  in  their  deftru£tion,  and 
the  confequent  iatay  they  hope  to  enjoy. 

9  HeU, 
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'  9  Hell  from  beneath  is  moved  for  thee,  to 
meet  thee  at  thy  coming :  it  ftirreth  up  the  dead 
for  thee,  even  all  the  chief  ones  of  the  earth ;  it 
hath  raifed  up  from  their  thrones  all  the  kings 
of  the  nations. 

The  fcene  is  now  changed,  and  a  new  fet  of  per- 
fons  are  introduced :  the  regions  of  the  dead  are  laid 
open }  and  bades  is  reprefented  as  roufing  th^  (hades 
of  departed  monarchs  from  their  feats,  to  meet  the 
king  of  Babylon,  and  to  infult  him,  on  his  being  re- 
duced to  the  fame  low  eftate  with  themfelves.  The 
Hebrew  word  tranflated  hell,  fometimes  iignifies  the 
place  into  which  the  fouls  of  men  are  conveyed,  after 
their  feparation  from  the  bodies  to  which  they  were 
united  before  death.  This  reiidence  of  departed  fpi« 
rits  hath  been  thought  by  many  to  be  fituated  fome- 
where  under  the  earth ;  and,  agreeable  to  this  idea, 
it.  is  called  hell  beneath.  As  the  grave  is  the  houfe 
appointed  for  the  bodies  of  men  after  their  deceafe, 
fo  the  place  here  mentioned,  is  fuppofed  to  be  the 
manfion  wherein  fpirits  have  their  reiidence  after 
they  are  feparated  from  the  bodies  which  they  hiha- 
bited.  Accordingly  the  royal  pfalmift,  perfonating 
the  great  Mefliah,  and  prediding  his  refurredion  from 
the  dead,  thus  fpeaks :  '  My  heart  is  glad,  and  my 

•  glory  rejoiceth :  my  flefh  alfo  (hall  reft  in  hope :  for 

*  thou  wilt  not  leave  my  foul  in  hell  *.'  After  death, 
the  fouls  of  men  are  not  reduced  to  a  (late  of  inadi- 
▼ity  and  fleep,  in  which  they  are  di veiled  of  their  ^ 
p6wers,  but  ftiil  poflfefs  the  faculties  pf  underllanding 
and  difcernment,.  and  exercife  thofe  affedions  which 
are  fuited  to  their  condition.  The  defcription  given 
in  this  verfe  of  what  paflfed  in  hell,  at  th^  approach  of 
the  king  of  Babylon,  feems  to  intimate,  that,  in  the 
infernal  regions,  fpirits  are  known  to  one  another, 
chat  they  are  treated  according  to  their  rank,  and 
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that  vicked  princes  there  enjoy  fuch  precedence  as 

is  confident  with  their  (late.-; At  the  Coming  of 

the  king  of  Babylon  into  the  receptacles  of  the  dead^ 
there  was  to  be  a  great  commotion  among  thofe  who 
were  once  the  chidF  ones  of  the  earthy  and  the  kings 
of  the  nations^  On  that  occafion,  thde  formerly 
great  perfonages  ate  reprefented  as  rifing  from  t|idr 
feats,  which  tney  ^ire  fuppofed  to  have  filled^  in  ordep 
to  congatulate  that  pnnce  upon  his  arrival  among 
them,  and  to  exprefs  their  furprife  at  his  being  re* 
duced  to  the  fame  low  eftate  of  impotence,  wretched* 
liefs,  and  diiTolution  with  themfelves.— — ^The  far- 
caftical  language  which  they  were  to  adopt^  1»- 
recorded  in  the  following  verfes* 

« 
lo  All  they  ihall  fpeak  and  fay  unto  thec^ 

Art  thou  alfo  become  v^eak  as  we  ?  art  thou  be« 
come  like  unto  us  ? 

Having  noting  to  fear  from  him  who  had  de« 
fceiided  trom  the  th'rone  of  Babylon,  inftead  of  la« 
mentiag  over  his  miferable  fate,  departed  fpirits  fcof* 
iingly  deride  and  infult  over  him,  on  account  of  hifi 
downfal.-— ^^Full  of  aftonifhment,  they  inquire,  Art 
thou  alfo  become  weak  as  we  ?  Notwithftanding  all  thy 
boafted  power  and  grandeur,  art  thou,  who  waft  re- 
nowned on  earth  for  thy  invincible  ftrength,  and  who 
aded  without  control  among  the  nations^  by  the 
llroke  of  death,  become  weak  and  feeble  as  we,  who 
are  ftript  of  thofe  natural  abilides,  and  that  civil  au- 
thority, whereof  we  were  poflefled  on  earth  ? 
Art  thou  become  tike  unto  fix,  who  are  deprived  of  all 
influence  and  empire  over  the  fons  of  men,  of  all  the 
terreftrial  pleafures  which  we  once  enjoyed,  without 
the  leaft  hope  of  ever  regaining  any  thing  of  that 
fort;  and  are  expofed  to  the  dreadful  vengeance 
of  the  Almighty,  which  he  infli£ts  upon  thote  who 
were  oppreilive,  proud,  unjuft,  and  tyrannical. 

II  Thy 
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1 1  Thy  pomp  is  brought  down  to  the  grave, 
and  the  noife  of  thy  viols :  the  worm  is  fpread 
under  thee,  and  the  wormfe  cover  thee. 

Very  great  muft  have  beeii  the  pomp  and  magnifi- 
cence of  the  king  of  Babylon,  when  he  tefided  in  his 
famptuous  palace,  of  which  you  may  form  fome  idea 
from  the  following  circumftances.    The  image  which 
Nebuchadnezzar  fet  up  in  the  plain  of  Dura,  is  com- 
puted to  have  cofl  three  millions  and  a  half  of  money. 
The  elegant  entertainments,  made  for  thoufands  of 
lords;  the  vaft  variety  of  fine  mufical  infttuments, 
which  were  ufed  at  public  folemnities ;  the  rich  bxx^ 
niture,  fuch  as  .vefTek  of  gold,  ahd  beds  of  ivory, 
with  which  the  palace-royal  was  decorated,  with  a 
khoufand  other  things,  clearly  (hew  the  fplendor  of 
the  Babylcmifh  monarch;     All  thy  wbrldly  glory^ 
Which  dazzled  the  eyes  of  men ;  all  that  fweet,  me- 
lodious mufic,  which  delighted  thee,  and  pleafed  the 
ears  of  thy  admiring  attendants,  are  now  gone,  and 
periOied  for  ever,  being  as  it  wete  buried  with  thee. — - 
The  worm  is  fpread  under  thee^  and  the  worms  cover 
ibee.  That  body,  which  was  the  objeft  of  refped,  at- 
tentbn,  and  care,  which  was  elegantly  drelTed  in  fined 
linen  and  richeft  filks,  and  highly  ornamented  at  an 
immenfe  expence,  is  now  covered  on  all  lides  with 
worms,  who  feed  upon  it  as  their  prey.     How  great, 
how  affecting,  tnufl  be  the  change  to  that  fpirit  which 

once  animated  it !- Be  not  proud,  my  brethren ; 

foe  not  vain  of  ftrength,  beauty,  or  elegance  of  form. 
Contemplating  the  ftrufture  of  the  human  body  as 
the  workxiianfnip  of  God,  it  is  a  moft  beautiful  and 
noble  fabric :  but  viewing  it  as  polluted  by  fin,  as 
fufaje£k  to  difeafe,  and  liable  to  corruption,  you  may 
perceive  ample  ground  of  humility ;  and  you  ought 
to  be  reminded  of  the  very  abjedl  ftate  to  which  your 
bodies,  like  that  of  the  king  of  Babylon,  (hall  cer- 
tainly be  Teduced.  This  mortifying  confideration 
ihould  give  a  check  to  that  pride  and  vanity  which 
Vol.  U.  H     *  deforms 
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deforms  and  corrupts  the  human  mind,  and  preys 
upon  it  as  worms  do  on  the  cfead  bodies  which  are 
laid  in  the  grave. 

1 2  How  art  thou  fallen  from  heaven^  O  lu- 
cifer,  fon  of  the  morning !  bow  art  thou  cut 
down  to  the  ground,  which  didft  weaken  the 
nations ! 

A  new  fcene  is  here  opened,  in  which  the  Jewifh 
church  addrefs  the  king  of  Babylon,  as  a  (lar  of  the 
firft  magnitude,  fallen  from  the  confpicuous  fplendor 
and  dignity  which  he  held  in  the  political  hemi- 

fphere. The  word  lucifer^  fignifies  one  that  bring- 

eth  light ;  and  its  import  is  well  exprefled  in  the  very 
next  words,  fon  of  the  morning.  It  is  a  name  given 
to  the  morning-ftar,  which  (hines  bright  immediately 
before  day-break,  ufliers  in  the  chearing  light  of  the 
morning,  and  appears  with  peculiar  luRre  among  the 
other  ftars  in  the  firmament.  By  this  defcription, 
which  mud  be  here  underftood  in  a  figurative  fenfe^ 
the  Babylonian  monarch,  who  excelled  other  princes 
in  dignity,  magnificence,  and  brilliancy,  and  who 
(hone  with  a  fplendor  far  fuperior  to  furrounding  po- 
tentates, is  certainly  intended.  Concerning  this  re- 
markable perfon,  the  church  thus  exclaims.  How  art 
thou  fallen  from  the  fummit  of  glory,  empire,  and  in- 
fluence, into  obfcurity,  contempt,  and  forgetfulnefs ! 
The  expreilion  alludes  to  meteors,  fomewhat  hke  a 
ftar,  wl\ich  are  fometimes  obferved  to  fall  from  bea- 
ten, and  immediately .  to  difappear.  Such  was  the 
fudden  fall  of  this  mighty  prince,  which  is  here  men- 
tioned with  admiration  and  ailonifhment. 

How  art  thou  cut  down  to  the  ground^  which  did/i 
weaken  the  nations  !  To  give  new  force  and  beauty 
to  the  defcription,  he  who,  in  the  former  expreffion^ 
is  faid  to  have  fallen  as  a  ilar,  is  now  reprefented  as 
cut  down  like  a  tree.*  This  prince,  who,  by  the  ty- 
rannical exercife  of  his  power,  impaired  the  ftrength 

of 
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of  many  nations,  did  not  gradually  pine  away  by  fick- 
ads  or  difeafe ;  he  did  not  wither  away  through  age ; 
he  was  not  broken  by  accident :  but  he  was  fuddenly 
cut  down  by  a  violent  blow,  and  fell  at  once  as  the 
tree  that  is  cut  down  by  the  feller,  never  more  to  rife 

again^ The  Lord  is  known  hy  the  judgment  that 

he  executeth.  What  more  fuitable  puniihment  could 
have  been  inflicted  upon  this  haughty^  vain-glorious 
monarch  than  that  which  he  received  ?  What  more 
joft  and  proper  than  that  he,  who  was  ambitious  to 
be  adnured  for  power  and  grandeur  tranfcending  aH 
other  princes,  (hould  have  fallen  into  obfcurity  and 
derifion? — that  he,  who  aimed,  through  pride,  to 
ftand  alone  in  the  earth,  (hould  have  been  cut  down, 
as  a  tree  ? 

13  For  thou  haft  faid  in  thinq  heart,  I  will 
afcend  into  heaven,  I  will  exalt  my  throne  above 
the  liars  of  God  :  I  will  fit  alfo  upon  the  mount 
of  the  congregation,  in  the  fides  of  the  north.  . 

hi  tbefe  words  the  proud  king  of  Babylon  is  in- 
fulied,  on  account  of  the  extravagant  boadings  which 
he  uttered,  and  the  ambitious  projeds  he  had  form- 
ed, when  in  his  former  glory.— —This  infolent  and 
arrogant  prince  impioufly  faid,  /  will  afcend  into  hea* 
ven.  No  man,  in  the  fober  ufe  of  reafon  and  of  his 
(enfes,  can  be  fuppofed  to  have  formed  the  abfurd  de- 
fign  of  literally  performing  the  refolution  contained 
in  the  words  before  us.  The  expreflion,  therefore, 
muft  be  Interpreteld  in  a  manner  confident  with  the 
wicked,  avowed  attempt,  and  fecrilegious  purpofe,  of 
this  afpiring  prince,  and  fo  as  to  correfpond  with  the 
words  in  the  latter  part  of  the  verfe.  The  heavens 
then  muft  not  be  literally  underftood,  to  fignify  the 
vifible,  airy,  or  ftarry  heavens,  into  which  no  maiv  can 
afcend,  whilft  he  continues  in  this  world;  but  that 
which  was  analogous  to  them,  in  the  view  of  the  king 
of  Babylon.     As  the  higheft  heavens  are,  in  a  pecu* 
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liar  manner,  tbe  dwelling-place  of  the  Moft  High  j  fo 
he  is  faid  to  have  dwelt  in  the  te^iple  at  Jerufalem, 
which,  in  feveral  refpeds,  was  an  image  of  heaven. 
There  God  appeared  from  between  the  cherubims^ 
there  he  was  wprfhipped  by  his  faints,  and  afforded 
them  defirable  manifeftations  of  his  prefence  and 
glory,  when  they  were  employed  in  the  duties  of  his 
fervice.     Thither  this  haughty  monarch  had  fecretly 

faid,  thsjt  he  would  afcend, /  will  exalt  my  throne 

above  thejiars  of  God.  It  furely  could  not  enter  into 
the  head  of  the  Babylonian  prince,  that  it  was  poffible 
for  him  literally  to  fulfil  this  extravagant  refolution  ^ 
and,  therefore,  it  is  neceffary  to  explain  his  words  in 
their  meta,pborical  fenfe.  In  this  view,  his  throne 
may  denote  bis  empire  and  royal  authority.  The  flqirs 
of  God  may  fignify  the  priefts  and '  teachers  of  the 
Ifraelites,  who  illuminated  thera  by  their  inftrttdions, 
and  to  whom  this  defcription  is;  fometimes  given  ixi^ 
prophetical  language  •.  Thefe  ftars  (hined  with  con- 
siderable fplendor  in  the  myftical  Jewifh  heavens,  and 
in  fome  meafure  enlightened  that  church.  Above 
thefe  (lars  this  proud  ambitiou;  king  tefoWed  to  fet. 
vp  his  throne,  to  ufurp  authority  over  the  fervants  o^ 
Jehovah,  and  to  lay  claim  to  that  homage  which  was 

performed  to  the  true  God. /  will  Jit  alfo  upon  the 

mount  of  the  congregation^  in  the  fides  of  the  north. 
Mount  Zion,  to  which  this  defcription  very  well 
agrees,  feems  to  be^intended.  In  that  mountain  the 
children  of  ifrael  were  commanded  to  akfTemble,  that 
they  might  attend  upon  God  in  the  inftitutipns  of  hi&  ' 
^orfliip^  and  enjoy  the  peculiar  privileges  of*  which 
he  had  given  them  comfortable  ailurance.  This  was 
the  mount  of  the  congregation,  or  folemn  conven- 
tion, where  God  was  pleafed  to  meet  with  his  people, 
and  to  commune  with  them. — ^In  the  ftdes  of  the 
norths  on  which  flood  Jerufalem,  the  city  of  the  great 
J^in^.    The  words,  thus  explained,  exprefs  the  pre- 

*>.  Sec  Dan.  viii.  lo. 

•    -I 
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famptuous  detennination  of  the  impious  king  of  Ba*^ 
bylon,  to  go  up  to  Jerufalem,  that  he  might  aflume 
authority  over  the  minifters  of  the  Lord,  and  e(labH(}\ 
bis  dominion  over  the  highly  favoured  mountain  of 
Zion. 

14  I  will  afcend  above  the  heights  of  the 
clouds,  I  will  be  like  the  Moil  fligh. 

Pride  and  ambition  know  no  bounds.  Being  feated 
upon  mount  Zion,  this  haughty  prince  promifed,  that* 
he  would  get  above  the  height  of  the  clouds.  This 
expreffion,  like  thpfe  contained  in  the  former  verfe, 
muft,  I  fuppofe,  be  figuratively  underftood,  as  the  li- 
teral interpretation  involves  in  it  too  abfurd  a  projed 
to  have  b^en  formed  by  a  man  in  thie  exercife  of  rea<? 
fon.  The  Lord  promifed  of  old  to  his  fervant  Mofes, 
that  he  would  appear  in  the  cloud  which  refted  above 
the  mercy-feat ;  and,  after  the  hqufe  of  the  Lord  was 
built  u^on  Zion,  we  read,  that  the  houfe  was  filled 
with  a  cloud  *.  Such  was  th^  arrogance  of  this  proud 
man,  that  he  refolved  to  afcend  above  the  cloud,  tq 
take  pofTeilion  of  the  fanduary  and  fecret  place, 
which  the  Almighty  had  appropriated  for  his  own 
reiidence,  as  a  fymbol  of  his  eternal  throne  in  the 

higheft  he?ivens. /  will  be  like  the  Moji  Highj  in 

majefty,  glory,  and  authority.  Totally  indifferent 
about  refemblance  to  God  in  holinefs,  righteoufnefs, 
and  mercy,  he  wickedly  afpired  after  likenefs  to  him, 
in  the  incommunicable  glories  of  his  divinity. 
The  refolutions  here  expreffed,  when  colledively  con- 
fidered,  import,  that  this  impious  prince  formed  the 
extravagant  and  blafpbemous  purpofe  of  rivalling  the 
great  God  in  majefty  and  grandeur,  and  of  attaining 
greater  dignity,  and  a  more  elevated  condition,  than 
mortal  man  can  enjoy  in  this  world.  He  afpired  to 
nothing  lefs,  than  that  his  excellency  might  mount  up 
to  the  heavens,  and  his  head  reach  to  the  clouds  f . 

*  2  Cbron.  v.  13.  f  Job  xx.  6. 

\5  Vet 


62  LECTURES  on  the      Chap-  XIV. 

15  Yet  thou  (halt  be  brought  down  to  bell, 
to  the  fides  of  the  pit, 

Difappointmenty  depreflion,  and  mifery,  were  to  be 
the  fatal  confequences  of  this  haughty  infolence,  and 

ipfatiable  ambition. Thou  Jhalt  be  brought  down 

to  hjll,  the  dreadful  receptacle  prepared  for  the  fepa- 
rated  fpirits  of  wicked  men,  where  thou  (halt  be  filled 
with  forrow  and  anguiih ;  and  where  the  worm  dieth 

not,  and  the  fire  is  not  quenched* As  if  this  waa 

infufEcient  to  reprefent  the  mifery  and  wo  in  which 
he  ihoi^ld  be  involved,  it  is  added.  To  tbejides  of  the 
fit*  The  expreilion  may  denote  the  low,  negle&ed, 
and  defpifed  condition  to  which  the  prince  was  to  be 
reduced.  As  elevation  to  heaven,  in  the  language  of 
fcripture,  fignifies  the  higheft  exaltati(Mi;  lb  being 
thruft  down  to  hell,  and  thrown  to  the  fides  of  tbQ 
pit,  denotes  the  lowed  and  mod  abjed  depreffioDj^ 
the  mod  wretched  and  forlorn  conditipn. 

16  They  that  fee  thee,  fliall  narrowly-  look 
upon  thee,  and  confider  xh.t^^  faying^  Is  this  the 

.  man  that  made  the  earth  to  tremble,^  that  di<| 
ihake  kingdoms  ? 

Thofe  efpecially  who  had  feen  the  king  of  Baby- 
loa  in  his  glory,  and  were  the  fpeftators  of  his  un- 
expedted,  fudden  overthrow.  Contemplating  this  fur- 
prifing  event,  whereby  he  was  dejefled  from  the 
higheft  pinnacle  of  worldly  grandeur,  into  a  wretched 
and  contemptible  condition,  were  to  be  druck  with 
wonder  and  adonifliment.  Beholding  this  remark- 
able indance  of  the  vanity  of  human  pride,  of  the  un- 
certainty of  temporal  greatnefs,  and  of  the  righteouf- 
nefs,  power,  and  providence  of  God,  and  obferving 
the  various  ways  whereby  the  divine  difpleafure  feizes 
upon  haughty  tranfgreffors,  they  were  to  exprefs  their 
admiration  in  the  following  manner.  To  perceive 
the  union  of  thefe  with  other  circumdances,  it  would 

be 
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be  requiilte,  as  hinted  in  the  words  before  us,  that 
they  ihould  attentively  look  U]X)n  the  downfal  of  this 
great  and  powerful  monarch,  that  they  carefully  in- 
Iped  the  incidents  with  which  it  was  accompanied, 
andierioufly  confider  the  hand  of  Providence  in  its 
execudon.— — ^In  this  way  they  would  fee  abundant 
reafon  to  exclaim, 

//  this  the  man  that  made  the  earth  to  tremhte^  that 
did  jhake  kingdoms?  Is  this  fallen,  defpifed,  mife- 
rable  creature,  the  great  and  powerful  monarch  who 
once  made  fuch  a  confpicuous  figure  on  the  earth, 
and  fubje&ed  many  nations  to  his  empire?  Is  thii 
he  who  did  (hake  kingdoms  to  their  very  founda- 
tions, who  overturned  their  conftitution  and  govern- 
meot,  and,  having  vanquifhed  them,  united  them  to 
his  dominions  ?  Is  this  he  at  whofe  approach  the  in- 
habitants of  the  earth  were  filled  with  confternalion 
and  terror,  left  he  would  do  to  them  as  he  had  done 
to  many  nations;  deftroy  their  cities,  pillage  their 
country^  rob  them  of  their  treafures,  and  put  them  to 
the  fword,  or  carry  them  away  captive* 

1 7  That  made  the  world  as  a  wildernefs,  and 
deftroyed.  tlie  cities  thereof,  that  opened  not  the 
houfe  of  his  prifoners  ? 

That  made  the  world  as  a  wildemefs^  by  laying 
wade  many  populous  countries  and  great  cities,  and 
plundering  the  inhabitants,  whom  he  killed,  took  pri- 
foners, or  oppreiTed  with  exorbitant  taxes,  fo  that  a 
prodigious  extent  of  territory  became  folitary  and  un- 
frequented.—STAa/  opened  nBt  the  houfe  of  his  pri- 
foners*  Such  was  his  rigorous  feverity,  and  unrelent- 
ing cruelty,  toward  thofe  whom  he  had  taken  cap- 
tive, that  he  would  not  permit  them  to  be  fet  at  liber- 
ty, even  after  very  long  confinement.  Is  this  the  man 
v/bo  lately  flourifhed  like  a  green  bay-tree,  who  was 
To  great  and  high  that  none  could  be  feen  equal  to 
him  ?   Is  this  the  profane  blafphemer,  the  ambitious 

princ^e. 
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prince,  the  cruel  oppreiTor,  the  cunning  politician, 
the  luxurious  epicure,  the  powerful  monarch,  with 
whom  the  eyes  of  the  people  were  dazzled,  and  the 
nations  of  the  earth  were  harafled  ?  What  an  amaz- 
ing change  hath  befallen  this  man !  fuch  indeed  as 
demonftrates  the  vanity  and  uncertainty  of  all  worldly 
grandeur,  and  at  once  excites  wonder  and  compaf- 
fion.  How  doth  he  now  fhake  and  tremble !  how  low 
and  defolatfe  is  his  condition !  how  little  and  infigni'* 
ficant  doth  he  now  appear !  lliis  great  alteration  we 
afcribe  entirely  to  the  divine  interpofition  of  that 
God,  who  abafeth  them  that  walk  in  pride. 

18  AH  the  kings  of  the  natiotls,  even  all  of 
them  lie  in  gloiy,  every  one  in  his  own  houfe. 

To  diverfify  the  fubjed,  and  to  give  it  additional 
fplendor,  a  different  fcene  is  here  opened.    Certaili 
perfons  are  introduced,  who  light  upon  the  corpfe  of 
the  king  of  Babylon,  caft  out  and  lying  upon  the 
ground  among  the  flain,  covered  with  wounds,  and 
(o  disfigured  that  they  hardly  know  him.   His  condi- 
tion is  contrafted  with  that  of  other  princes.   Among 
all  nations  great  honour  and  refpe£t  hath  been  given 
to  their  fovereigns,  not  only  whilft  they  were  alive, 
but  even  after  they  were  dead :  their  corpfes  were  laid 
in  date  in  their  palaces.   Clothed  with  the  richeft  drefs, 
and  honoured  with  the'enfighs  of  royalty  which  for-^ 
merly  belonged  to  them,  they  are  put  into  fine  cof- 
fins ;  and,  adBter  a  confiderable  time,  they  are  interred 
in  the  earth,  or  the  tomb«  with  great  pomp  and  (6^ 
lemnity.     Having  in  this  manner  been  depofited  in 
the  fepulchres  of  their  fathers,  large  and  coftly  monu- 
ments are  ereded,  to  perpetuate  their  memory,  whilft 
their  friends  and  their  fubjefts  wear  the  badges  of 
public  forrow,  and  public  lofs.    This  escpenfive  cere- 
mony and  parade  is  commonly  proportioned  to  the 
worth  of  the  deceafed  prince,  the  excellency  of  his 

adminiftration*;, 
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jdmiiuftfittioo,  dfid  th^  ^em  in  \rbick  be  ^fTas  lidd 
b)r  the  people^ 

19  But  thou  art  call  out  of  thy  grave,  like  an 
abominable  branch :  and  as  the  raiment  of  tbo/c 
that  are  flain,  thruft  through  with  a  fword,  that 
go  dowQ  to  the  ftones  of  the  pit,  as  a  carcafs 
trodden  under  feet. 

The  corpfe  of  the  king  of  Babylon  was  not  to  be 
treated,  after  he  (hould  be  cut  off  by  a  violent  death', 
in  4  reTpedf  ul  manner,  as  the  bodies  of  other  princef  • 
His  dead  carcafs  was  to  be  thrown  out  with  ignominy 
and  contempt,  along  with  the  bodies  of  thofe  who 
were  flain,  and  was  not  to  be  buried  in  the  fepulchres 
of  his  fathers.  It  was  to  be  qonfidered  a^  an  objeft 
of  deteftation,  and  cad  out  as  an  abominable  branch, 
cut  off  from  a  noxious  or  ufelefs  tree,  which,  being 
good  for  pothing,  is  negle£led  a^d  defpifed  by  ^ery 
body,  and  left  to  11^  and  rot  where  it  fell.— -^^;?a 
as  the  raiment  of  thofe  that  are  flain^  &c.  which,  being, 
cut  by  the  fword,  or  other  deadly  weapons,  and 
covered  with  blood,  are  caft  down  into  the  pit,  along 
with  the  dead  bodies  which  they  clothed.— ^J^j  a 
carcafs  trodden  under  fe^ ;  that  is,  defpifed  and 
trampled  upon  in  the  day  of  battle,  having  no  other 
burial  given  it  than  the  corj^e  of  a  common  foldier 
that  is  thrown  into  a  pit,  which  hath  been  made  to 
receive  the  bodies  of  the  flain.  Inftead  of  a  fepul* 
chral  monument  being  ere^ed  to  perpetuate  his  memo-* 
ry,  his  dead  bpdy  was  to.  be  treated  with  this  greateft 
negle£l  and  contempt* 

ao  Thou  fhalt  not  b^  joined,  with  them,  in, 
burial,  becaufe  thou  had  deilroyed  thy  land,  and 
flain  thy  people :  the  feed  of  evU-uoers  fhail 
never  be  renowned. 
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Intolerable  pride  and  oppreffion,  luxury  and  de^ 
bauchery,  and  (he  cruel  treatment  of  tbofe  inborn  he 
governed  and  conquered  in  war,  procured  to  this 
haughty  prince  the  juft  fentence  here  pronounced^ 
and  brought  upon  him  and  his  kingdom  certain  de- 
ftruftion.-r«-^—r216f  feed  of  evil-doers  Jhall  never  be  re* 
nowned.  Though  to  this  maxim  there  may  be  fome 
exceptions,  yet  it  holds  true  in  general,  and  was  re- 
markably verified  in  the  king  of  Babylon,  to  whom 
pur  prophet  pai;ticularly  refers.  To  difplay  the  di- 
vine fovereignty  and  goodnefs,  and  to  accomplifh 
other  valuable  purpofes,  the  wifdom  of  God  is  plea- 
fed;^  in  fome  inflances,  to  deviate  from  the  general 
laws  by  which  his  adixiiniflration  is  condudbed.  Not- 
withltandingi  the  aphorifm  before  us  contains  a  cer- 
tadn  ind  important  truth.  The  Hebrew  words  may 
be  rendered,  the  feed  of  evil-doers  (hall  not  be  called 
for  ever.  Suppofe  the  pofterity  of  the  wicked  may 
have  a  name  for  a  while,  and  feem  to  be  eftablifhed 
in  the  view  of  men,  their  renown  (hall  not  always 
continue ;  ere  long  their  reputation  and  glory  (hall 
be  buried  in  oblivion.  Mifery  is  the  portion  pf  thq 
wicked ;  it  is  the  heritage  of  the  children  of  difobe- 
dience,  the  wages  of  the  workers  of  iniquity.  Though 
the  offspring  of  evil-doers  may  fometimes  flourifh  for 
a  little,  their  beauty  (hall  foon  fade  away,  their  in- 
creafe  (hall  go  into  captivity,  their  pomp  (hall  be 
brought  down,  and  all  their  glory  (hall  peri(h.  Their 
doom  is  irreverfibly  decreed  ;  and  who  can  tell  wheix 
the  fentence  (hall  be  executed,  and  how  foon  the 
judgment  wtitten  may  take  hold  of  t^em  ?  A  dark 
cloud  hangs  over  them,  which  may  burfl  upon  their 
defencelefs  heads  ere  ever  they  are  aware.   *  The  feed 

*  of  the  wicked  (faith  the  royal  poet)  (hall  be  cut 

*  oflF*.'  The  kings  of  Babylon,  who  were  the  feed 
pf  evil-doers^  were  pot  to  be  renowned,  or  calkd  for 
ever. 

*  Pfal.'  xxxvii.  28. 

2  J  Prepay 


^l 
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2 1  Prepare  flaughter  fof  his  children,  for  the 
iniquity  of  their  fathers ;  that  they  do  not  rife, 
nor  poflefs  the  land,  nor  fill  the  face  of  the  World 
with  cities* 

< 

•  •  •  • 

In  thefe  words,  the  Mede^  and  Perfians,  who  wete 
to  be  the  executioners  of  divine  vengeance  upon  Ba- 
byloii,  are  called  upon,  to  make  ttady  to  cut  off  the. 
whole  royal  family,  which  was  to  be  deftroyed  root 
and  branch.  According  to  the  irrererfible  conftitu« 
tion  of  the  fupreme  Governor  of  the  univerfe,  he  vi- 
fireth  the  iniquities  of  the  fathers  upon  the  children^ 
when  they  approve  and  imitate  the  wickednefs  of 
their  parents,  to  the  third  and  fourth  generation  of 
them  that  hate  him.  In  fome  inftances,  as  in  the  one 
before  us,  he  prepares  flaughter  and  death  for  the 
children.  By  fuch  difpenfations  of  providence,  the 
Almighty  demonftrates,  iti  the  tnoft  convincing  man« 
ner,  that  fin  is  eicceeding  odious  in  his  fight,  that  he 
is  highly  difpleafed  with  tranfgreflbrs,  and  that  he  ne- 
gkds  no  means  whereby  they  may  be  deterred  from 

it ^Thc  defign  of  publifliing  this  order  was.  That 

ibef  Jo  not  ri/e^  hot  ff^efs  the  landy  &c. :  that  there 
may  be  no  futceffion  to  rife  up,  and  govern  the  ex- 
tenfive  kingdom  of  Babylon,  in  the  rdom  of  their  an- 
ceftors.^— A/br  ^U  the  face  of  the  world  wth  cities ^ 
built  by  cruelty  and  opprefiion,  to  fupport  a  tyfanni^j 
cal  government,  to  keep  furrounding  nations  in  awe^ 
and  to  perpetuate  their  own  glory  and  renown. . 

22  For  1  will  rife  up  againfi  them,  faith  the' 
LoKD  of  hofts,  and  cut  off  from  Babylon  the 
name^  and  remnant^  and  foil  and  nephew,  faith 
the  Lord. 

According  to  this  pfedidioh,  the  whole  royal  fa- 
tniiy  of  Babylon  (hould  become  extind,  and  theit^ 
kindred  fo  extirpated  from  the  earth,  that  none  were 

to  be  left. ^Parents  may  be  faid  to  live  in  their 

children^ 
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diildren^  iKrho  commonly  refemble  them,  and  petpt* 
tuate  their  names  m  the  world/  The  (cripiures  there-* 
fore  reprefent  the  death  and  deftrudioA  of  children 
as  an  awful  judgment ;  and  in  this  light  it  muft  be 
confidered  in  the  prophecy  before  us.  When  perfons 
are  deprived  of  their  own  offspring,  who  are  thdr 
Bearelt  heirs^  their  inheritances  onen  devolve  to  ne* 
phews,  or  fome  dittant  relation.  Tbefe  connexions 
were  fikewife  to  be  cut  off  from  the  Babyloniian  mo« 
aarch,  and  tlie  whole  race  of  his  fuccefibrs  were  to 
perifli.  To  give  certainty  and  (lability  to  this  furpnf' 
ug  event,  tliefe  erophatical  words  are  added,  Tina 
faith  the  Lard  of  bo/is^  who  hath  all  the  armies  of 
heaven  and  earth  at  his  command,  and  all  human 
affiiirs  under  his  diredion,  and  never  wants  inftru^ 
snents  to  execute  the.pyrpofes  which  he  bath  form* 
cd.  ■■  III  what  elegant  variety  of  language  is  this 
prophecy  delivered.  In  fcripture,  expreflion  is  dkea 
&bjoined  to  expreflion,  and  words  of  iimilar  import 
are  multiplied,  more  fully  to  reprefent  the  fierc^nefs 
of  God's  anger,  the  awfulnels  of  his  judgments,  the 
greatnefs  of  his  mercies,  the  fins  of  his  people,  and 
to  amplify  the  fubjeft,  whatever  it  is.  Of  this  fur* 
prifing  variety  we  fee  a  remarkable  inftance  in  this 
prophecy,  which  foretels  the  dedru&ion  of  Babylon^ 
as  well  as  in  many  other  paiTages  of  the  word  of 
God  *.  'M  As  the  prophet  foretold,  fo  it  came  to 
pafs ;  the  race  of  the  kings  of  Babylon  ended  vritb 
Bellhazzar,  who  was  vanquiihed  by  the  Medes  and 
Perfians,  under  the  conduft  of  the  renowned  Cyrus, 
king  of  Perfia* 

13  I  will  alfo  make  it  a  pofTeflion  for  the  bit' 
tern,  and  pools  of  water :  and  I  will  fweep  it 
with  thebefom  of  deftru£tipn,  faith  the  Lord 
of  hods. 

'  *  Sec  Zeph«  iiif  2.  Job  iiir  1 3.  tffiq*. 

The 
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TIm  local  overthrow  of  the  great  city  Babylon  is  pm- 
dtded  in  tlua  verfe.-*-:-The  bittern  is  a  bird  nearly  as 
big  as  tbe  common  heron:  it  lurks  among  the  reeds  aiKl 
rtilies,  in  marihy  places :  it  hath  a  doiefQl  cry ;  and, 
vfaen  it  Soars  aloR  into  the  air,  it  is  (aid  to  make  a 
hideous  noife*  This  highly  celebrated  city  was  to  be 
h  ddblated,  that  it  mould  become  a  proper  habita^^ 
tion  for  this  lonely  \nrA.-^^-^And  pools  if^ivater.  The 
city  ftood  in  a  plain,  and  occupied  the  low  grounds^ 
dirough  which  flowed  the  river  Euphrates,  whidi, 
for  the  lake  of  conunerce,  and  watering  the  adjacent 
country,  was  dinded  into  fevend  ftreams.  Tbc 
courfe  of  the  river  bdng  interrupted  by  the  ruins  of 
this  Ivge  dty,  the  water  would  ftagnate,  and  be 
formed  mto  pools.-*— ^aJ  I^  will  fioeep  it  with  the 
b^m  df  dtftruSi^n.  This  expreffion  is  metaphorical; 
and  refers  to  the  pradice  of  cleaning  a  houle  with  the 
befom,  which  takes  away  whatever  is  filthy  or  ufekisy 
that  it  may  be  thrown  out  to  the  dunghil.  Deflruc* 
tion  is  lignificaatly  compared  to  a  befom,  with  which 
Babylon  was  to  be  fwept,  and  deprived  c^  her  towers 
and  walk,  her  honies  and  ftreets^  her  mhabitants» 
with  ail  the  provifioos  and  riches  that  fhe  poiTelTed.— - 
To  give  certainty  to  this  great  event,  and  tne  ftrongeft 
sffttranoe  of  its  accompHihment,  tbefe  iblemn  words 
ate  again  added,  ^ib  the  Lwd  ofhoftsj  who,  by  the 
execution  of  this  awful  judgment,  would  difplay  his 
nu^fty,  power,  and  righteoufneTs.-*— This  predic* 
tion  hath  been  fo  remarkably  verified,  that  the  place 
where  this  wonder  of  the  worid  once  ftood,  cannot 
be  certainly  afcertaxned«  How  ailonifliilig,  that  fo 
^eat  and  wdi-lbrtified  a  city,  in  which  were  fuch  tm- 
menfely  flron^  and  extenfive  buildbgs,  fliould  have 
been  fo  entirdy  demolifhed,  that  the  remains  cannot 
be  known,— —Per&ms  and  ^imilies,  cities  and  em* 
pires,  are  fubverted  accordi&g  to  the  purpofe  of  the 
Lordof  hofls*  No  crown  to  fecure,  no  family  io 
eftablifhed,  but  he  can  eafily  remove  them :  no  king- 
dom U}  powerful^  but  he  can  ihake  to  its  foundations 
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no  city  of  empire  fo  fortified,  that  he  cannot  overturri 
them.  By  liis  appointment,  the  kingdom  of  Ifrad 
ivas  laid  in  ruins,  after  it  had  fubfifted  about  five 
hundred  years;  the  Athenian  monarchical  govern-' 
ment  was  overthrown,  after  it  had  continued  about 
four  hundred  and  ninety  years ;  and  the  kingdom  of 
Babylon,  after  it  had  flouriflied  for  fever^l  ages.  The 
kingdoms  of  the  earth  belong  unto  the  Lord,  and  he 
difpofes  of  them  as  feemeth  good  in  his  fight :  he  en- 
largeth  or  ftraiteneth,  he  eftablifheth  or  pverturneth 
them  at  his  pleafure.  ^  Wifdom  and  power  are  his  : 
*  he  changeth  the  times  and  the  feafons :  he  fettetb 
^  up  kings,  and  removettv them*/ 

24  f  The  Lord  of*  hofts  hatli  fworn,  faying^ 
Surely,  as  I  have  thought,  fo  fhall  \t  come  to 
pafs ;  and  as  I  have  ptirpofed,y&  fhall  it  (land. 

The  certainty  and  flability  of  the  divine  purpofe 
concerning  Babylon,  is  here  affirmed  in  the  moft  fo^ 

lemn  manner. At  the  time  this  prophecy  was  dc* 

livered,  the  Babylonian  empire  fiourifhed  in  its  bighefl 
glory,  and  its  renown  had  fpread  throughout  the 
earth :  no  event  therefore  appeared  to  human  view 
more  improbable,  than  the  accomplifhment  of  what 
our  prophet  had  foretold.  To  demonftrate  the  im-> 
mutability  of  the  divine  counfel,  it  is  declared,  that 
the  Lord  of  hojls  hath  fworn.  In  fcriptiire,  God  is 
faid  to  fwear,  when  he  condefcends  to  give  men  the 
higheft  fecurity,  and  mofl  explicit,  folemn  afTurance^ 
refpe&ing  the  truth  of  any  thing,  which  they  are  ca- 
pable of  receiving  prior  to  its  adual  completion.  Ls 
this  awful  manner,  he  pledges  the  veracity,  the  holi- 
linefs,  and  immutability  of  his  own  nature,  for  the 
fulfilment  of  what  he  lw.ih  faid :  he  virtually  obUge^ 
himfelf  to  renounce  thefc  divine  excellencies,  if  what 
he  bath  declared  ihall  not  be  accomplifhed  in  its  fea-* 

*  Daa«ii.  20,  21, 

fon. 
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fon.  Hough  fome  of  the  purpofes  of  Jehovah  feem 
to  be  AiQ)ended  upon  certsdn  conditions,  thofe  which 
he  is  pleafed  to  confirm  by  his  oath  are  unalterable, 
as  the  covenant  of  day  and  night,  and  more  firmly 
eftabBfhed  than  the  p^petual  hills  and  immovable 
moontains. 

Surely^  as  1  have  thought^  fo  Jhall  it  come  to  pafs. ; 
and  as  I  have  purpofed^  fo  Jhall  it  Jland.  The  whole 
frame  of  heaven  and  earth  (hall  be  diiTolved,  the  lu- 
minaries of  heaven  extinguifhed,  and  the  rocks  r&- 
movcd  from  their  places,  but  the  thoughts  and  pur- 
pofes of  Jehovah  cannot  be  altered.  The  rife  and 
fall  of  ftates  and  empires,  are  all  direded  agreeable 
to  the  irrevocable  counfel  of  his  will.  The  whole 
courfe  of  providence,  as  well  as  of  nature,  is  entirely 
regulated  according  to  his  pleafure.  The  time,  the 
manner,  and  the  inftruments,  by  whom  the  long 
feries  of  events  fhall  be  carried  forward,  are  fixed  in 
his  eternal  mind ;  and  agreeable  to  his  appointment 
all  human  affairs  are  conduced.  He  doth  according  . 
to  his  will  in  the  armies  of  heaven,  and  among  the 
inhabitants  of  the  earth.  If  he  will  work,  who  (hall 
let  it :  if  he  will  fmite,  who  fhall  hinder  him.  As  he 
hath  fworn,  fo  he  will  perform.  None  can  deftroy 
thofe  whom  he  preferves :  none  can  retain  in  fafety 
what  he  hath  determined  to  overthrow.  Edom  is 
introduced  by  the  prophet  Malachi,  after  having 
contemplated  his  ruinous  condition,  and  the  defola- 
dons  which  God  had  made  in  his  land,  forming  this 
refolution :  *  We  will  return,  and  build  the  defolate 
^  places.'     To  this   deflaration  .the    Lord   replies, 

*  They  fliall  build,  but  I  will  throw  down/ Many 

ftriking  inftances  of  the  truth  here  affirmed  occur  in 
fcripture,  one  of  which  I  (hall  mention.  After  the 
city  Jericho  was  deftroyed,  the  Lord  thus  fpake  by 
his  fervant  Jofhua :  *  Curfed  be  the  man  before  the 

*  Lord,  that  raifeth  up  and  buildtth  the  city  Jericho : 

*  he  (hall  lay  the  foundation  thereof  in  his  firft-born, 

*  and  in  his  youngefl  fon  he  fhall  fet  up  the  gates  of 

*  it.'  ' 
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*  itV  About  five  huadfed  years  titer»  OK  I|iel»  <b^ 
Beth-elite,  attempted  to  rebuild  the  cHy^  jpa  vbieh 
God  had  pronounced  diis  curfe  s/  lie  bid  the  foundar 
^  tiofi  thereof  tn  Abiram  his  firft-born ;'  and  iliU  per- 
(ifting  in  his  wicked  defign,  ^  he  let  iip  the  gates 
t  thereof  in  his  youngeft  fon  Segub,  accordios  ^.  the 
^  word  ef  the  Lord,  which  he  fpake  by  Joftma^  the 
^  (on  of  Nun  f  •'  In  like  manner,  ^  tho^bt  and 
purpofe  of.  Jehovah,  whh  refpe^l  to  Baby  fen,  vna^ 
ipuSdy  to  be  carried  into  execution,  as  b^r^  dedared. 

as  That  I  will  break  the  Aflyrian  ia  my 
land,  and  upon  my  mountains  ti^ead  himi  ui^r 
foot :  then  (hall  his  ypke  depart  from  off  tHem,^ 
and  bis(  burden  depart  fron\  pfF  thehr  fhoxilders. 

The  prophet  no^  mendoiis  the  particular  .purpofe 
of  Jehovah,  the  ftsybility  <^  wh^h  he  t^  ilronglj 
a&rted  in  the  foregoing  verfe.  ■  i  The  word  irMkh 
hg  is  often  uiSfd  in  a  figurative  fenfe  in  fcriptere,  tO; 
d^ote  the  deftrudioq  of  that  power  of  which  indi- 
viduals, or  nations,  are  poffefled.  Through  God 
(faith  the  church)  we  fiiall  do  valiantly,  for  he  it  is 
that  ihall  break  or  tread  down  our  enen^ieSp  The 
Aiiyrian,  whom  Qod  declares  he  vifould  break,  com^ 
prehended  the  ftrength  of  that  great  empire,  coniifting 
of  its  very  numerous  and  well-difcq|>linie4  troops. 
When  a  body  or  fubilance  of  any  kind  h  broken,  it 
is  rendered  weak,  and  ufelefs  for  th5  purpofes  that  it 
formerly  ierved.  In  allufion  to  what  happens  on  fuch 
occaiions,  this  predidion  in^rts,  that  the  ftrength 
of  .Aflyria  was  to  be  greatly  dimixiilhed  by  feme  ex- 
traordinary divine  judgm^t,  whereby  that  empire 
Aould  be  greatly  weakened,  and  divefted  of  its  foiw 
mer  power  and  grandeur.  This  terrible  ftrok^ 
whereby  the  Affyrian  was  to  be  brdken,*  is  foretold  to 
^  given  in  the  land  of  Canaan,  which  God  here 

*  Jofliua  yL  2)^1  f  I  Kings  xyi.  34. 

^Ueth 
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calleth  his  knd,  and  upon  the  mountains  in  that 
country,  where  his  troops  were  to  be  trampled  under 
foot '  The  words  denote  the  entire  conqueft  of  the 
Aflyrian  power,  and  the  triumph  of  God's  ancient 
people  over  that  formidable  enemy.-~^^Aiter  this 
great  ^ent, 

SbaO  bis  yoke  depart  from  off'  tbemj  and  his  burdeH 
depart  frwn  cff  their  Jhoidders.  The  yo^e,  to  which 
the  inhabitants  of  Judea  were  fubjeded,  and  the  bur** 
den  hid  upon  them  by  the  AiTyrians,  was  to  be  re* 
moved.  Having  fpoken  of  this  yoke  and  burden^ 
when  treating  chap.  x.  ven  27.  where  the  prophet 
feems  to  have  had  in  view,  the  fame  event  of  which 
he  here  fpeaks,  I  hope  it  is  unnecefTary  to  repeat 
what  was  then  faid.  In  few  words,  the  people  of  Ju« 
dah  were  to  be  delivered  from  the  yoke  of  fervitude^ 
and  the  burden  of  tribute  which  the  king  of  .Afiyria 
had  exa&ed  from  them.  This  predi£tion  was  fuU 
filled  by  the  wonderful  daughter  made  among  the 
Aflyrian  army,  which  had  marched  againft  Jet^falem^ 
in  cosfequence  of  which  the  JewKh  nation  were  re- 
fcued  from  the  oppreffive  yoke  which  they  had  fuf* 
tained. 

26  This  is  the  purpofe  that  is  purpofed  upon 
the  whole  earth :  and  this  is  the  hand  that  is 
ftretched  out  upon  all  the  nations. 

To  give  ftill  more  folemnity  to  this  prophecy  re- 
fpeding  Aflyria,  and  (o  obtain  the  greateft  credit  td 
what  he  had  delivered,  Ifaiah  fubjoins  the  reafons  on 
which  faith  might  reft,  in  the  affured  expe^tibn  of 
the  accomplifhment  of  thefc  prediftions.— — The 
purpofe  which  is  here  intended,  is  the  counfel  or  de- 
cree of  Jehovah  that  extended  to  the  whole  earth ; 
/.  e.  to  the  whole  Aflyrian  empire,  which  was  theft 
probsd>ly,  as  the  Roman  empire  afterward  was,  reo 
koned  to  comprehend  all  the  world:  or  the  expreC* 
fion  may  be  defigned  to  fignify  all  the  ftate^*  and 

Vol  II.  K  ,  Idngdoms 
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kingdoqis  of  the  earth,  which,  like  Aflyria,  were  to 
attack  the  people  of  God»  and  moleft  them  in  the  en-* 

jpyment  of <heir  important  privileges. And  this  is 

ibe  hand  that  is  ^retched  out  upon  all  nations.  This 
almighty  arm  of  the  Lord  is  in  continual  readinefs  to 
execute  his  determined  purpofe  upon  ail  the  nations  of 
the  earth,  who  follow  the  example  of  AiTyria  in  wicked- 
nefs,  and  particularly  in  their  perverfe  oppofition  to  the 
interefts  of  the  church  of  God.  The  deftrudion  of 
the  Aflfyrian  power,  affords  an  inftru&ive  warning  to 
the  kingdoms  of  this  world,  of  the  danger  to  which 
they  expofe  themfelves,  by  injuring  thofe  whom  God 
hath  taken  into  his  gracious  protedion. .  The  fame 
omnif>otent  arm,  which  broke  in  pieces  the  AfTyrian, 
is  Rill  flretched  out,  to  punifli  all  the  nations  who 
obftinately  perfift  in  difturbing  and  diftreffing  the  pe- 
culiar people  of  God.  ^ 

27  For  the  Lord  of  hofts  hath  purpofed, 
and  who  fhall  difannul  it?  and  his  hand  ir 
flretched  out,  and  who  ftiall  turn  it  back  ? 

As  the  purpofe  of  God  is  irrevocable,  fo  his. power 
is  irrefiftible.  The  purpofe  of  the  Lord  of  hofts  is 
not  like  the  purpofes  of  a  man,  that  may  lie,  or  the 
fon  of  man,  that  may  repent.  It  is  not  like  the  refo* 
lutions  formed  in  the  cabinet  of  an  earthly  prince, 
which  may  be  laid  afide  for  reafons  of  (late ;  nor 
doth  it  refemble  the  flufluating  determinations  of  the 
tribunes  of  the  people,  which  may  afterward  be  over^- 
ruled.  The  purpofe,  of  which  our  prophet  fpeaks, 
was  unalterably  fettled  in  the  court  of  heaven,  and 
therefore  -cannot  be  fruftrated.  It  is  the  counfel  of 
him  who  is  wife  in  heart,  and  mighty  in  (Irength, 
who  will  affuredly  perform  all  the  promifes  and 
threatenings  which  he  hath  delivered  by  his  fer- 

vants. His  hand  is  ^flretched  out,  and  whojhall  turn 

it  back,  and  avert  the  ftroke  which  the  arm  of  Omni- 
potuxce  is  lifted  up  to  inflid.    No  created  power  is 

able 
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able  to  ward  off  the  blow^  or  to  prevent  it  from  being 
given.  The  great  Difpofer  of  alV  events  clearly  dil- 
cerns  all  human  connexions,  confequences^  and  de* 
iigns,  fo  that  his  purpofe  cannot  be  defeated,  nor  his 
providence  counteraded.— We  have  now  finiflied 
a  carfory  view  of  the  ^wful  threatenings  denounced 
againft  Babylon,  and  coniidered  the  mfallible  cer« 
tainty  of  the  predi£lions  relating  to  that  great  city, 
the  metropolis  of  Affyria,  which  are  here  folemnly 
confirroed.  However  improbable  the  foretold  events 
might  appear  to  many  in  the  days  of  Ifaiah,  time  hath 
fully  verified  the  prophecy.  Having  contemplated 
the  totsd  overthrow  of  the  literal  Babylon,  which  was 
a  figure  of  the  deftrudion  of  myftical  Babylon,  com- 
prehending the  numerous  fociety  of  wicked  and 
worldly  men,  who,  ujmder  the  prince  of  darknefs,  in- 
dulge in  all  manner  of  tranfgreffion,  and  a£t  as  the 
avowed  enemies  of  God's  people;  let  us  look  for- 
ward, with  faith  and  hope,  to  the  happy  period,  when 
it  fliall  be  proclaimed  concerning  this  adverfe  power, 
^  Babylon  the  great  is  fallen,  is  fallen,  and  ihsill  no 
^  more  arife.' 
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CHAP.  XIV.  Ver.  28. 

IN  the  year  that  king  Ahaz  died,  was  this 
burden. 

Thefe  words  (hew  us  the  date  of  this  prophecy.  In 
the  year  that  king  Uzziah,  the  grandfather  of  Ahaz, 
died,  our  prophet  w^s  ffivoured  with  the  vifion  which 
he  defcribes  in  chap,  vi.  And  now,  in  the  year 
wherein  Ahaz  departed  this  life,  he  received' from 
God  the  prophecy  recorded  in  the^  following  verfes. 
The  Holy  Spirit  often  interpofes,  in  critical,  remark- 
able feafons,  to  inftrud  and  comfort  his  fervants  un- 
der great  changes  in  public  affairs,  whether  for  the 
better  or  the  worfe.  Ahaz  was  an  unhappy,  wicked 
prince,  whofe  reign  had  been  unfriendly  to  the  wor« 
ihip  and  fervice  of  the  true  God,  and  who,  by  his 
tranfgreffions,  brought  many  evils  upon  himfelf  and 
his  people.  He  died  in  the  midft  of  his  days,  whei% 
he  was  only  thirty-fix  years  of  age,  leaving  his  throne 
and  kingdom  to  bis  fpn,  who,  in  every  refpeft,  greatly 
excelled  his  father. 

29  If  Rejoice  not  thou  whole  Paleftina,  be-i 
caufe  the  rod  of  him  that  fmote  thee  is  broken : 
for  out  of  the  ferpent*s  root  fhall  come  forth  a 
cockatrice,  and  his  fruit  Jball  be  a  fiery  flying 
ferpent. 

The  Philiftines,  to  whom  our  prophet  dire&s  his 
difcourfe,  are  forbidden  to  triumph,  on  account  of 
the  prosperity  which  they  had  of  late  enjoyed,  and 
the  death  of  the  king  of  Judah,  and  that  for  a  moft 
important  reafon.  The  Philiftines  inhabited  the  land 
of  Paleftina,  which  lay  toward  the  Mediterranean  iea» 
to  the  weft  of  Judea,  between  the  wildernefs  on  the 
fotith,  and  Tyre  on  the  north.  It  was  divided  into 
certain  diftrids^  oyer  which  prefided  the  lord^  of  the 

Pbiliftin«^ 
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Philiftines.  The  prophet  addreiTes,  not  merely  one 
divifioQ  of  the  country,  but  the  whole  inhabitants  of 
the  land,  and  calls  upon  them^  not  to  rejoice  on  this 
occafion.  They  had  probably  been  greatly  overjoyed 
at  the  death  of  fome  of  the  former  kings  of  Judah, 
with  whom  they  had  been  at  variance ;  and  now  that 
their  affairs  wore  an  agreeable  afped,  they  were  ready 
to  exult  at  the  death  of  a  hoftile  prince.  This  mef- 
fage  was  fent  to  correct  this  levity  and  vanity,  which, 
for  reafons  that  were  both  important  and  interefiing, 
appeared  unjuftifiable  and  unbecoming.— ^—£^aif(/2f 
the  rod  rfbim  that  fmeie  thee  h  broken*  Uzziah,  king 
of  Judah,  &ems  to  have  been  the  perfon  here  intend- 
ed, who  fmote  the  Philiftines.  I  already  obferved, 
that  he  deftroyed  fome  of  their  fortifications;  and 
that  he  went  fo  far,  in  confequence  of  his  having 
fmitten  them,  as  to  build  cities  within  their  territories. 
The  Philiftines  muft  have  been  greatly  reduced,  and 
feverely  fmitten,  before  they  fubmitted  to  thefe  en- 
croachments, if  Uzziah,  as  feems  probable,  was  the 
peHbn  who  fmote  the  land  of  Paleftina,  Aha2,  his 
grandibn^  who  fprung  from  his  ftem  and  root,  muft 
have  been  the  rod,  which  was  now  broken  by  death* 
The  fceptre  of  Judah,  the  rod  of  royal  authority, 
which  he  had  held  for  a  confiderable  time,  was  the 
inftrument  whereby  he  had  been  enabled  to  beat  the 
Philiftines.-— —/{ir/Wr^  not  thou  whole  Pale/iina^  as 
thou  exuhedft  and  triumphedft  at  the  death  of  Uzziah, 
by  whom  thou  waft  greatly  afflicted,  as  if  thou  hadft 
nothing  to  fear  from  the  kings  of  Judah.  Though 
thou  haft  enjoyed  for  fome  time  peace  and  fecurity, 
whilft  Abaz  fat  upon  the  throne,  be  admonilhed  to 
be  very  temperate  in  your  mirth,  as  your  aiFairs  will 
foon  take  a  different,  and  a  very  unfavourable  turn. 

For  out  of  the  ferpenf  s  root  jball  come  forth  a  cocka*' 
trice  J  and  his  fruit  Jhall  be  a  fiery  flying  ferpent.  Thefe 
words,  which  fuggeft  the  reaioii  upon  which  the 
foregoing  advice  i$  founded,  muft  be  underftood,  not 
in  their  literal,  but  in  their  figurative  fignification. 

By 
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By  the  ferpent's  root  may  be  meant  king  Uzsoah^ 
ivho  was  always  inimical  to  the  Phtliftines,  whom  he 
fometimes  greatly  diftrefled.  From  this  root  aroie 
another  prince,  who  was  ftiil  more  feverely  to  affli£l: 
them ;  and,  inflamed  with  a  ftrong  defire  of  ven- 
geance, (hould  come  upon  the  inhabitants  of  Pakftina 
with  the  utmoft  expedition,  and^  advancing  toward 
them  with  the  moft  rapid  motion,  fhould  ftrike  themi 
with  a  mortal  wound.  He  is  therefore  fpoken  of  as 
a  cockatrice,  and  a  fiery  flying  ferpent.  This  defcrip^ 
tion  does  not  relate  to  his  temper  and  pra£tice,  which 
was  mild  and  gentle,  but  to  that  irremediable  deftruc^ 
tion  which  he  was  to  be  the  indrument  of  infli&ing 
on  the  Philifl:ines.  This  perfon  can  be  no  other  than 
Hezekiah,  king  of  Judah.  Though,  at  firil  light,  this 
interpretation  may  appear  fomewhat  ftrained  and  un- 
natural, I  hope  you  will  be  fatisfied  of  its  juft]^efs  and 
propriety,  by  attending  to  the  general  ia^x)rt  and  d&- 
lign  of  the  prophecy.  In  fome  prophetic  emblems, 
we  obferve  a  ftriS:  agreement  and  refemblance  be« 
tween  the  names  and  figurative  defcriptions,  and  the 
perfons  who  are  fignified  by  them ;  in  others,  the 
iikenefs  and  correfpondence  is  not  fo  confpicuous,  as 
in  the  inftance  before  us.  This  circumftance  how* 
ever,  in  fome  meafure,  arifes  from  our  unacquainted- 
nefs  with  ancient  manners  and  modes  of  expreifion. 
Among  the  Egyptians,  ferpents  were  confidered  as 
emblematical,  of  kings,  who  often  dangeroufly  wound 
thofe  who  provoke  them,  when  they  come  within 
their  reach,  llie  patriarch  Jacob  ufes  the  fame  em- 
blem, when  blefling  his  fons,  and  pronouncing  their 
future  fortunes.  *  Dan  (faid  he)  fliall  be  a  ferpent  by 
^  the  way,  an  adder  in  the  path ;  that  biteth  the 
^  horfe-heels,  fo  that  his  rider  fliall  fall  backward  *•* 
In  like  manner,  Ifaiah  here  fpeaks  of  the  king  of 
Judah,  under  a  fymbolic  expreflion,  that -he  might, 
in  fome  meafure,  conceal  his  meaning,  until  the 

*  Geo.  zlxz.  17. 
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completion  of  the  prophecy  ihould  difcover  its  im^ 
port.  Nor  ought  we  to  be  furprifed  at  this;  the 
genius  of  the  prophetic  ftyhe  being  enigmatical,  thii 
caft  is  fomeiimes  purpofely  given  to  it',  even  when  the 
expreflion  is  moft  pkin  and  dired. 

30  And  the  firft-bom  of  the  poor  ftiall  feed, 
and  the  needy  (hall  lie  down  in  fafety :  and  I 
will  kill  thy  root  with  famine,  and  he  fhall  flay 
thy  remnanti 

The  happy  confequences  which  ^ere  to  arife  in 
Judah,  from  the  flaughter  to  be  made  among  the 

Philiftines,  are  here  reprefentedi By  the  poor  and 

needy,  feem  to  he  meant  the  inhabitants  of  Judea, 
who  were  reduced  to  low  and  ftraitened  circum- 
ftances,  by  the  encroachments  of  their  enemies,  un- 
der the  reign  of  Ahaz.  Whilft  that  wicked  prince 
fat  upon  the  throne,  the  Jewifh  people  were  much 
haraffed  by  the  incuriions  of  neighbouring  nations, 
and  expofed  to  many  hardlhips,  as  Hezekiah  plainly 
intimates,  in  the  proclamation  ^hich  he  fent  through- 
out all  Ifrael :  *  Be  not  ye  like  your  fathers,  and  like 
'  your  brethren,  who  trefpafled  againft  the  Lord  God 

*  of  their  fathers,  who  therefore  gave  them  up  to  de- 

*  folation,  as  ye  fee  •/  By  the  firft-born  of  the  poor, 
are  meant,  not  the  eldeft  fons  of  the  poor,  who,  in 
the  language  of  Jacob,  were  their  might,  and  the  be- 
ginning of  their  ftrength,  but  thofe  who  were  ex- 
tremely poor,  who,  in(tead  of  having  a  double  por- 
tion of  the  good  things  of  this  world,  had  a  double 
(hare  of  poverty,  and  >vere  dpprefTed  with  penury  and 
want.  People  of  this  defcription,  our  prophet  foretels, 
Jhall  He  down  in  /afety.  God  was  about  to  elevate 
them,  from  that  forlorn  ftate  wherein  many  of  the 
lower  ranks  had  been  expofed  to  danger  and  want,' 
to  a  comfortable  condition,  in  which  they  were  to  en- 

♦  a  Chron*  xxx.  7* 
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joy  tranquillity  and  affluence.  Even  thofc  who  had 
been  exceedingly  poor,  and  greatly  diftrefled,  were 
to  find  agreeable  relief,  and  deliverance  from  the  evils 
and  enemies  by  lit^hich  they  had  been  greatly  afflid^. 

And  I  will  kill  thy  root  with  famine^  and  he  Jhall 
Jlay  thy  remnant.  A  root,  properly  fpeaking,  is  the 
lower  part  of  the  tree,  by  which  it  is  faftened  in  the 
earth,  by  means  of  which  it  receives  moifture  and 
nouriihment,  and  the  tree  itfelf  is  fupported.  When 
ufed  in  a  figurative  fenfe,  and  applied,'as  in  the  words 
before  us,  to  a  nation,  it  may  denote  whatever  con- 
ftitutes  its  ftrength  and  fupport,  and  is  the  means  of 
promoting  its  eftablifhment  and  increafe.  All  things 
having  this  tendency,  God  declares,  by  our  prophet, 
that  he  would  kill  by  famine,  and  fo  deprive  the  Phi- 
liflines  of  what  was  neceffary  to  flrengthen  and  up- 
hold them  as  a  people.  Their  root  wa^  to  periiht 
their  flrength  was  quickly  to  decay,  and  they  were  to 
lofe  their  ftalnlity.  The  neceflfary  fupports  of  life  be- 
ing removed;  they  would  lofe  their  vigour  and  in- 
fluence as  a  people,  and  fall  from  their  former  flourifh- 

ing  eftate. And  he  Jhall  Jlay  thy  remnant.     The 

perfon  of  whom  the  prophet  fpeaks,  who  was  to  flay 
the  remnant  of  the  Philiflines,  which  remained  after 
the  famine,  feems  to  have  been  Hezekiah,  king  of 
Judah,  .who,  in  the  preceding  verfe,  was  fpoken  of 
under  the  emblem  of  a  cockatrice.  The  root,  or 
great  bulk  of  the  nation,  having  been  deftroyed, 
through  want  of  the  neceflary  means  of  fubfifle^ce, 
the  Jewifh  prince  was  to  day  the  refidue,  in  confe* 
quence  of  which  all  their  power  and  glory  fhould  be 
abolifhed.-— ~The  fulfifment  of  this  predidion  is  re- 
corded, 2  Kings  xviii.  8. ;  where  we  read,  that  ^  He- 

*  zekiah  fmote  the  Philiflines,  even  unto  Gaza,  and 

*  the  borders  thereof,  from  the  tower  of  the  watch- 

*  men  to  the  fenced  city.*  Thi&  flaughter  was  pro- 
bably made  after  fome  fevere  famine  which  they  fuf- 
fered,  arifing  ffom  the  ravages  made  upon  their 
country  by  fome  of  their  enemies.— r— How  variable 
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k  the  condition  of  mankind,  and  how  often  is  it  re- 
verfed  in  ihc  courfe  of  divine  providence !  Thofe  who 
were  opprefled  with  indigence^  and  expofed  to  dan- 
ger, are  frequently  advanced  to  enjoy  abundance  and 
b&xji  whiift  thofe  who  were  ready  to  exult  and 
triumph  in  the  fuperior  advantages  of  their  (late,  are 
reduced  to  a  low  and  deplorable  condition.  Their 
power,  riches,  and  honours,  are  blafted  at  the  root^ 
and  down  they  fall  from  their  former  eminence  and 
grandeur.  Day  unto  day  makes  report  of  fuch  revo- 
lutions, and  night  unto  night  iheweth  us  this  know, 
ledge.  The  prophecy  which  we  have  now  been  con- 
iidering,  prefents  this  truth  to  our  view  in  a  very 
ArJking  light;  and  our  own  experience  confirms  the 
uncertainty  and  mutability  of  every  worldly  enjoy- 
ipent,  - 

3 1  Howl,  O  gate ;  cry,  O  city  ;  thou  whole 
Paleftina  art  diffolved  :  for  there  fhall  come  from 
the  north  a  fmoke,  and  none  Jbali  be  alpne  in  his 
appointed  times, 

Our  prophet  not  only  diflbaded  the  Philiftines  from 
rejoicing,  but  he  called  them  to  mourning  and  lamen- 
tation, on  account  of  the  approaching  calamities  with 
which  they  were  to  be  vifited.  He  addrefles  the  gate 
wd  the  city.  By  the  gate,  may  be  meant  more  efpe- 
cially  the  chief  magiftrates,  the  elders,  and  the  judges 
of  the  people,  who  anciently  fat  in  the  gates  of  the 
cities ;  and  the  foldiers,  who  were  placed  there,  as 
centinels  for  their  defence,  to  repel  the  hoftile  attacks 
of  their  enemies,  Thefe  two  clafles  of  men  confti- 
tuted,  in  great  meafure,  the  ftrength  of  the  city^t  By 
the  city,  might  be  intended  the  inhabitants  who  dwelt 
in  it,  {ubje£t  to  the  magiflrates,  s^nd  defended  by  the 
military.  The  peoj)le  reWing  in  the  five  principal 
cities  of  the  Philiftines,  already  mentioned,  were  pro- 
bably, in  a  particular  manner,  in  Ifaiah's  view,  when 
^e  bvited  them  to  howl  and  to  cry,  in  the  profpefk 

of 
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of  the  great  calamities  which,  ere  long,  were  to  fdze 
upon  them.— — ?7j«tt  whole  Paleftina  art  SJTolved. 
The  expreffion  is  metaphorical ;  and  borrowed  from 
folid  bodies,  which,  when  thrown  into  the  fire,  lofe 
their  foiidity,  are  mehed,  and  become  liquid.  In 
like  manner,  the  inhabitants  of  Philiflia,  beioj;^  cafl 
into  the  furnace  of  afQidion,  were  to  be  divefted  of 
their  former  (Irength  and  firmnefs  of  mind,  which 
was  to  be  e^c^hanged  for  timidity  and  terror,  joined 
with  melancholy  defpair.  The  condition  of  the  re- 
public  in  Palpftina  ihould  be  reverfed :  being  depriv- 
ed  of  its  former  confiftency  and  flability,  it  was  to  be 
reduced  to  a  weak,  fluctuating  condition,  unable  any 

longer  to  rcfift  the  affaults  of  its  adverfaries. ^The 

reafon  of  this  ^iflolution  is  fubjoined : 

For  there  Jhall  come  from  the  north  afmoke^  and  none 
Jball  be  alqne  in  his  appointed  times.  The  fmoke  whictx 
fhould  come  out  of  the  north,  feems  intended  to  (igr 
nlfy  the  great  Aflyrian  army,  wl>ich  was  to  march 
into  Paleftioe  in  deep  columns,  and,  like  fmoke,  to 
darken  the  air,  by  the  dud  they  would  raife  in  their 
rapid  movements,  fo  that  the  figns  of  thei;*  approach 
were  to  be  vifibie  at  a  great  diltance,— — Wjh^  Jball 
be  alone  in  his  appointed  times ;  or,  as  the  bi(hop  of 
London  tranflates  the  Hebrew  words,  ^'  There  fliall 
^^  not  be  a  ftraggler  among  his  levies.'^  When  the  ap« 
pointed  feafon  (hould  arrive,  for  cpUeding  and  mtrch* 
mg  the  powerful  army,  here  fpoken  of,  into  Paleftine, 
the  whole  troops  were  voluntarily,  and  with  alacrity^  ta 
engage  in  the.fervice»   None  (hould  draggle  from  the 
main  body ;  but  all  were  to  march  forward  with  unani- 
mity and  courage,  in  the  firm  expeflation  of  fuccefs 
and  vidory.     You  may  fee  this  prophecy  beautifully 
illudrated  in  the  forty-feventh  chapter  of  Jeremiah, 
where  the  fame  fubjefl:  is  treated.— Thus  have  we 
contemplated  another  indimce  of  what  we  may  have 
often  obferved,  that  the  time  wherein  the  enemies  of 
<3od*s  people  are  mod  apt  to  rejoice  and  triumph, 
on  account  of  flattering  appearance  in  their  favour^ 

i^ 
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U  the  feafon  in  which  God  is  pleafed  to  write  difap^ 
pointment  on  their  hopes,  and  to  fend  defolation 
upon  their  land.  This  remarkable  circumftance 
ojight  to  animate  us,  who  profefs  to  be  his  people,  to 
hope  in  his  mercy,  apd  to  truit  in  his  providence. 

3a  What  ftiall  one  then  anfwer  the  meflen- 
gers  of  the  nation  ?  That  the  Lord  hath  founded 
Zion,  and  the  poor  of  his  people  (hall  truft  in  it. 

The  fervants  of  the  Moft  High  are  here  direSed, 
what  anfwer  to  give  thofe  who  might  vbe  fent  to  in- 
quire into  the  caufes  which  contributed  to  afford  them 
^fety,  whtlft  deftruflion  laid  wade  the  powerful  king- 
doms of  the  eanh.-^ ^The  prophet,  having  foretold 

the  overthrow  of  the  Affyrian  empire,  and  the  defola- 
tion of  the  land  of  Paleftine,  naturally  fuppofes,  that 
meflengers  would  be  fent  from  fome  of  the  furround-, 
in^  nations,  either  of  Moab  or  Ammon,  Egypt  or 
Tjrre,  to  learn,  whence  it  came  to  pafs  that  Judah  was 
preferved,  even  when  neighbouring  kingdoms  con- 
fpired  their  deftrucHon  ?  and  why  they,  in  their  turn, 
were  not  alfo  overthrown.  The  inquiry  is  both  na- 
tural and  curious,  and  deferves  a  proper  reply.  In- 
form us,  might  they  fay  to  the  men  of  Judah,  whence 
it  is,  that  you  are  fafe  and  fecure  at  home,  and  re- 
nowned abroad,  whitft  inany  powerful  kingdoms  are 
razed  to  their  foundations  ?  To  inquiries  of  this  fort 
ibme  might  be  indicated  by  envy,  which  is  a  turbu- 
lent, inquifitive  paiTion,  accompanied  with  anxiety 
and  jealoufy.  This  remark  was  exemplified  in  the 
tranfadions  which  paffed  between  Sanballat  the  Ho- 
ronite,  and  Nehemiah  the  Tirfhatha  *.  The  inquiries 
which  are  ipade  concerning  the  welfare  of  the  church, 
doth  not  always  proceed  from  affedion,  and  a  tender 
folicitude  for  their  profperity.  In  fome  cafes,  they 
arife  from  envy  and  vexation  at  the  felicity  s^nd  exal- 

*  Sec  Nch.  IV.  I.        • 
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tation  of  thofe  vfho  are  contemned  and  defp^ed  by 
the  world  around  them,  who  wi(h  nothing  more  than 

their    fubverfion    and    ruin. Others    might   be 

prompted  6y  timidity.  Pear,  which  is  ever  foticitous 
and  inquifuive,  is  always  anxious  to  be  acquainted 
with  every  circumftance  relative  to  its  objeft ;  though 
it  is  often  increafed  by  the  information  it  receives,  it 
cannot  refrain  from  diligent  fearch.  Timorous  dif- 
pofitions  generally  incline  them  who  a£t  under  their 
influence,  minutely  to  inquire  into  the  condition  of 
ihofe  of  whom  they  are  afraid.  When  God  brought 
forth  his  people  out  of  the  land  of  bondage,  that  he 
might  fettle  them  in  a  comfortable  (t^te,  the  tents  of 
Cufhan  were  in  afHiftion ;  the  curtains  of  the  land  of 
Midian  did  tremble  ^.  When  their  mouth  was  filled 
with  laughter,  and  their  tongue  with  finging,  then 
faid  they  an^ong  the  Heathen,  The  I^ord  hath  done 
great  things  for  them :  they  faw  them,  fo  they  mar- 
velled^ they  ^ere  troubled,  they  hafted  away:  fear 
took  hold  upon  them  there  f  •  Thus  envy  and  fear 
induce  n^en  to  fearch  into  the  condition  of  the  churcl\ 
of  God, 

What  fhall  one  then  anfwer  the  meiTengers  fent  oi^ 
this  errand  ?  What  ought  one  to  reply,  in  fuch  an 
emergency  ?  The  words  ftand  in  the  form  of  an  in- 
terrogation, which  feems  intended  to  give  them  pecu- 
liar force  and  energy  j  and  to  intimate^  that  a  proper 
anfwer  ought  always  to  be  in  readinefs  for  thofe  who 
afk  information  on  this  fubjei^.  Cgnfider  what  reply 
you  ought  to  give  to>hofe  who  may  inquire  concern^ 
ing  the  difpenfations  of  ^divine  providence  and  grace, 
in  which  you  are  deeply  interefled.  Though  to  us, 
many  of  God's  ways  of  righteoufnefs  and  mercy  are 
unfearchable,  yet  ignorance,  inattention,  and  folly, 
are  frequently  the  caufes  to  which  we  may  afcribe  the 
obfcurity  of  our  apprehenfions  concerning  them.  Ill- 
founded  prejudices,  and  difordered  affections,  unhap- 

•  Sec  Hab.  ill  t  Sec  Pfal.  jslvlii. 
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pij  perplex  our  minds ;  and  often  hinder  \iS  from 
fanning  juft  fenriments  refpeding  divine  difpenfa* 
dons,  and  from  giving  proper  anfwers  to  thofe  viho 
interrogate  us  on  thefe  fubjeds.  Happy  had  it  been 
for  king  Hezekiah,  and  his  pofterity,  had  that  prince 
given  the  -mefTengers,  fent  to  him  from  Babylon^  to 
congratulate  him  on  his  recovery,  a  fuitable  reply, 

and  then  difmifled  them. The  following  words 

fuggeil  a  proper  aiifwer  to  this  inquiry : 

The  Lord  hath  founded  Zion^  &c.  He  eftabliihed 
upon  its  balls  the  literal  mount  Zion,  wherein  the  fo-^ 
lenm  exercifes  of  his  woHhip  were  anciently  perform- 
ed,  {o  that  it  can  never  be  removed.  He  hath  alfo 
founded  the  fpiritual  Zion  of  his  church,  compre- 
hending the  holy  nation,  the  peculiar  people,  the 
royal  prieflhood,  the  chofen  generation,  whom  he 
hath  (et  apart  for  himfelf.  The  chutch  is  as  firmly 
founded  upon  Jefus  Chrift,  the  Rock  of  ages,  as  Zion 
is  eftabii/hed  upon  the  broad  bafis  on  which  it  (lands. 
The  gates  of  hell,  the  adverfe  powers  of  this  earth, 
ftall  never  prevail  againfl  it :  the  raging  of  the  Hea'* 
then,  and  the  moving  of  the  kingdoms,  (hall  not  be 
able  to  overthrow  it.  The  Lord,  who  is  wonderful 
m  counfel,  mighty  in  (Irength,  and  excellent  in  work- 
ing, hath  laid  the  foundations  thereof ;  the  Highefl: 
hath  himfelf  eftablifhed  them.  God  is  in  the^midfl: 
of  this  great,  fpiritual  building ;  he  is  the  refuge  and 
ilrength  thereof:  Jefus  Chrift  is  the  fure  foundation 
which  God  hath  laid,  whereupon  it  is  fupported,  and 
therefore  it  (hall  never  be  moved.  It  derives  ftability 
from  the  promifes  of  him  who  is  faithful  and  true ; 
and  the  arm  of  Omnipotence  hath  formed  around  it 
an  impregnable  defence.  This  is  the  proper  anfwer 
to  give  to  the  me(rengers  who  inquire  into  the  caufes 
of  the  prefervation,  fecurity,  and  perpetuity  of  the 
church  of  God.  No  mention  is  made  of  human 
power  and  prudence :  nothing  is  afcribed  to  the  wif- 
dom  and  (Irength  of  man,  to  riches,  armies,  local 
fituation,  ot  any  fuch  circumftances.    All  their  fafety 

is 
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is  attributed  to  Jehovah,  whofe  difpenfations  of  pro- 
vidence are  all  defigned  to  promote  the  eftabliflunent 
of  his  church.  t)oth  a  \vicked  nation  profper  ?  their 
profperity  fits  them  for  being  a  rod,  to  chaftetl  his 
people  for  their  fms,  or  for  affording  them  flieltcr 
from  their  ^enemies.  Is  a  hatioh  weakened  or  de- 
ftroyed  ?  by  this  judgment,  they  may  be  tecompenfed 
for  the  coniroverfy  which  they  had  with  Zion.  In- 
deed the  prefervation  of  the  people  of  God,  that  they 
may  ferve  and  glorify  him  in  the  world,  is  the  great 
aim  of  providential  difpelifations* 

And  the  poor  of  bis  people  Jhall  truji  in  U.  The 
perfons  fpoken  of,  are  defcribed  as  poor,  oli  account 
of  their  mean  external  condition  in  the  world,  their 
internal  poverty  of  fpirit,  and  lowlinefs  of  mind. 
For  thefe  reafons,  this  character  is  often  given  them 
in  fcripture :  thus  faith  the  Lord,  by  the  prophet  Ze- 
phaniah,  ^  I  will  leave  in  the  midft  of  thee  an  afflided 

*  and  poor  people,  and  they  ihall  truft  in  the  name 

*  of  the  Lord  *• Concerning  perfons  of  this  de- 

fcription,  it  is  foretold,  they  (hall  truft  in  it ;  or,  as 
the  Hebrew  word  fignifies,  and  is  tranflated  in  the 
margin  of  fome  Bibles,  they  (hall  refort  or  retreat, 
they  ihall  betake  themfelves  to  it.  This  is  the 
obvious  meaning  of  the  word,  in  Pfal.  xxxvi*  7. 
where  the  infpired  writer  affirms,  that,  on  account  of 
the  excellency  of  God*s  loving  kindnefs,  *  therefore 
'  the  children  of  men  put  their  truft  under  the  flia- 

*  dow  of  thy  wings  ;*  thither  they  refort  for  protec- 
tion and  comfort.  From  thefe  remarks,  we  may  learn 
the  import  of  the  expreilion  before  us.  Since  the 
Lord  hath  founded  Zion,  and  always  continues  to  fup- 
port  and  maintain,  the  interefts  of  his  church,  the 
poor  and  needy,  among  his  people,  ought  for  ever  to 
confide  in  his  power  and  faithfulnefs,  who  hath  done 
this  great  work,  to  acquiefce  in  all  his  difpenfations, 
and  to  build  their  faith,  hope,  and  joy,  on  the  fure 

*  Zcrph.  ill.  J  2.' 
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foundation  which  is  laid  by  the  Lord  God  Omnipo- 
tent.  Since  then  Jehovah  hath  thus  founded  Zion, 

and  taketh  care  of  the  indigent  among  his  people,  let 
us  tnift  in  hini  for  diredion  and  protection,  for  liber- 
tj  and  peace,  with  every  needful  bleffing,  Amidft 
all  the  changes  and  revolutions  which  bury  in  ruins 
nations  and  empires,  the  church  of  God  (hall  endure 
throughout '  all  ages.  No  weapon  that  is  formed 
againft  it  ihall  ever  profper.  It  is  a  city  founded  and 
proteded,  not  by  human,  but  by  divine  power  and 
providence :  its  builder  and  maker  is  God.  It  is  pre- 
pared, by  infinite  wifdom  and  love,  for  the  reception 
of  all  who  love  Grod's  falvation,  who  are  poor  in  fpi- 
rir,  and  flee  thither  for  protection  from  impending 
calamities,  that  they  may  enjoy  defirable  tranquillity, 
iacred  liberty,  and  permanent  felicity.  ^  Open  to  me 
^  the  gates  of  righteoufnefs :  I  will  go  into  them, 
'  and  I  will  jOTife  the  Lord  V 

*  Pbl*  czviii.  19. 
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PRELIMINARY  OBSERVATIONS. 

Wf  E  have  now  before  us,  in  this  and  the  follow^ 
^  ^  Jng  chapter,  the  third  difcourfe  contained  iri 
the  fecond  part  of  thefe  prophecies,  which  relates  to 
the  future  fortunes  of  the  Moabites.  It  confifts  of 
two  parts ;  the  firft  of  which  is  comprehended  in  this 
chapter,  and  the  other  in  the  next,  the  fixteenth 
chapter.  It  bears  the  title,  or  infcription,  of  *  The 
*  burden  of  Moab.*  The  prophet  begins  by  repre- 
fenting  the  direful,  impending  calamities  that  were 
every  where  to  diftrefs  the  Moabites,  the  caufes  from 
whence  they  originated,  and  the  mournful  confequen- 
ces  with  which  they  (hould  be  attended.  Thefe  fruit- 
ful topics  he  difcuffes  with  brevity :  and  treats  them 
in  fuch  a  manner  as  to  prefent  to  the  view  of  God's 
people,  the  righteous  vengeance  which  the  Almighty 
was  to  execute  upon  their  proud  and  infolent  ene- 
mies, who,  in  the  feafon  of  public  calamity,  had 
treated  them  with  rigour  and  harf^mefs ;  and  who,  in 
contempt  of  the  God  of  Ifrael,  attributed  their  pro- 
fperity  to  an  idol.  He  endeavours,  through  the  whole 
prophecy,  to  confirm  the  faith  and  hope  of  the  righ- 
teous in  the  (lability  of  the  kingdom  of  thfc  houfe  of 
David ;  and  teaches  them,  that'  the  God  whom  they 
ferved,  would  not  fuffer  the  injuries  which  they  fuf- 
tained  to  pafs  unpuniflied.  He  alfo  aims  to  convince 
the  Moabites,  who  were  acquainted  with  thefe  predic- 
tions, of  their  bad  treatment  of  the  men  of  Judah  ; 
and  to  call  them  to  repentance,  by  the  falutary  ad- 
vices which  are  fubjoined  in  the  following  chapter. 


CHAP.    XV. 

» 

nPHE  burden  of  Moab/   Becaufe  in  the  night 
-*•    Ar  of  Moab  is  laid  wafte,  and  brought  to 
filence ;  becaufe  in  the  night  Kir  of  Moab  is  laid 
wafte*  and  brought  to  filence, 

Moab 
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Moab  was  the  name  given  by  Loc*s  eldeft  daughter 
to  the  fon  (he  had  to  her  father.     His  pofterity  were 
called  by  his  name  in  fucceeding  generations,  after 
they  had  nuiltiplied,  and  become  a  powerful  nation. 
They  foon  rofe  to  confiderable  rank  and  importance 
among  the  neighbouring  kingdoms,  who  proved  the 
inveterate  enemies  of  IfraeU     The  wars  in  which  the 
Ifraelites  were  frequently  embroiled  with  the  Moabitcs, 
terminated  with  various  fuccefs,  in  fubferviency  to  the 
purpofes  of  divine  providence.     After  the  death  of 
Othniel,  the  fon,  of  Kenaz,  the  children  of  Ifrael 
ferved  the  king  of  Moab  eighteen  years ;  and  then 
Moab  was  fubdued,  under  the  hand  of  Ifrael,  and  the 
land  bad  reft  fourfcore  years  *•    When  Saul,  the  fon 
of  Ki(h,  had  afcended  the  throne  of  Ifrael,  he  fought 
againil  all  his  enemies  on  every  fide,  among  whom 
were  the  Moabites-}^.    Under  the  reign  of  David,  the 
fon  of  Jefle,  that  renowned  prince  fmote  the  Moabites, 
who  became  his  fervants,  and  brought  him  gifts  ];.   In 
the  days  of  Jehoihapbat,  king  of  Judah,  the  king  of 
Moab  rebelled  againfl;  the  king  of  Ifrael,  who,  calling 
Jehoihapbat   to  his  af&ftance,    fought    againfl:   the 
Moabites,  and  fmote  them  even  in  their  own  country^ 
They  beat  down  their  cities ;  they  marred  the  land 
with  (lones ;  they  ftopped  the  wells  of  water,  and 
felled  the  good  trees.    From  that  period,  nothing  re- 
markable is  related  concerning  them  that  I  recoiled, 
until  the  time  in  which  this  prophecy  was  delivered. 
The  predidions  of  which  it  is  compofed,  leave  no 
room  to  doubt,  that  the  Moabites  had  treated  with 
great  inhumanity  and  cruelty  the  Jews  and  Eph- 
r^mites,  who,  in  time  of  national  danger  and  diftrefs, 
had  fled  to  their  places  of  ftrength  for  fafety.    Relin- 
quilhing  the  worfliip  of  the  true  God,  they  early  fell 
into  idolatry,  and  ferved  Chemolh,  their  abomination. 
The  country  pofleffed  by  the  Moabites  was  bound- 
ed by  Arabia  on  the  eaft,  by  Jordan  and  the  Dead 

*  Judjrcs  ill.  14-— 30.     t  1  Sam.  xiv.  47.     %  2  Sam.  vili.  2. 
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Sea  on  the  weft,  by  the  brook  Zered  on  the  Ibuth, 
and  by  the  river  Jabbok  on  the  north.  In  procefs 
of  time,  their  territories  became  more  limited.  The 
Amorites,  coming  down  from  the  hili-country  which 
they  inhabited,  expetled  them  from  their  poflfeilions, 
which  were  Htuated  between  Jordan  and  Jabbok. 
ITie  children  of  Ifrael,  in  their  journeys  toward  the 
land  of  Canaan,  pafTed  through  the  coaft  of  Moab, 
having  received  this  exprefs  command  from  God, 

*  Diftrefs  not  the  Moabites,  neither  contend  with 

*  them  in  battle  ♦.'  In  this  country,  Mofes,  the  ce- 
lebrated legiflator  of  Ifrael,  departed  this  life,  as  it  is 
written,  Peut.  xxxiv.  5.   *  So  Mofes,'  the  fervant  of 

*  the  Lord,  dield  there  in  the  land  of  Moab,  accord-' 

*  ing  to  the  word  of  the  ^.ord.'—— This  prophecy  is 
infcribed.  The  burden  of  Moab,  becaufe  it  contains 
heavy  tidings,  which  were  no  doubt  affliding  to  our 
prophet  to  deliver,  diftreffing  to  thofe  who  heard 
them,  and  efpecially  grievous  to  them  who  were  to 
feel  the  cruihing  weight  of  the  calamities  here  fore- 
told. 

Becaufe  in  the  night  Ar  of  Moab  is  laid  wqfiej  and 
brought  to  filence.  The  Jlebrew  word  rendered  be^ 
cdufsy  feems  to  intimate,  that  the  defolation  of  the 
chief  cities  of  Moab  was  to  be  the  reafon  of  the  la- 
mentation and  weeping  defcribed  in  the  next  verfes ; 
or  if  tranflated,  as  it  might  be,  indeed^  or  tndy^  it  de- 
notes the  certainty  of  the  predifted  event. Ar  is 

the  firft  mentioned  city  of  Moab.  It  was  probably  a 
very  ancient,  large,  well-fortified,  and  populous  city, 
the  metropolis  of  the  kingdom,  and  the  feat  of  govern- 
ment. In  the  night-tlme,  when  its  inhabitants^  were 
fecure  and  afleep,  having  got  no  intimation  of  ap- 
proaching danger,  this  flounfhing  city  was  to  be  fud- 
dehly  and  unexpectedly  laid  wafte.  It  was  to  be 
taken,  plundered  of  its  riches,  and  diverted,  in.  the 
night-feafon,  of  its  inhabitants,  who  were  either  to  be 

♦  Deut.  11,  9. 
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pt  to  the  fword,  or  taken  prifoners.  Thus  it  Oiould 
be  reduced  to  fiience,  and  cut  off,  expreilions  which 

intimate  its  utter  deftrudion. Kir  was  another 

confider^ble  city  of  Moab :  it  was  probabiy  the  fame 
vhich  is  called,  chap.  xvi.  ^.  Kir-harefeth ;  and,  in 
ver.  II.  of  that  chapter,  Kir-hare(h.  It  is  called. 
Kir  of  Moab,  to  diilinguifh  it  from  Kir  of  Aflfyria, 
mentioned  by  the  prophet  Amos  *,  and  from  Kir  in 
Media,  fpoken  of,  chap.  xxii.  6.  of  this  prophecy. 
This  city  of  the  Moabites  was  to  (hare  the  fame  fate 
with  Ar,  and  fhould  likewife  be  laid  wade,  and 
brought  to  filence,  in  the  night-time^  This  mourn- 
ful event  would  greatly  inqreafe  the  forrow  and  la- 
mentation of  the  people  of  Moab. 

a  He  is  gone  up  to  Bajith,  and  to  Dibon,  the 
high  places,  to  weep:  Moab  fligill  howl  over 
Nebo,  and  over  Medeba :  on  all  their  hcaids  Jhali 
be  baldnefs,  and  every  beard  cut  off. 

The  affeffing  confeqiiences  of  the  predicted  de- 
AniAion  of  the  cities  above  mentioned,  are  here  re- 
prefented  in  a  very  moving  manner.  The  perfon 
fpoken  of,  feems  to  have  been  the  king  of  Moab,  at- 
tended with  the  inhabitants  of  Ar  and  Kir,  who  had 
efcaped  the  general  devaftation.  He  and  they  went 
yp  to  Bajith  and  t)ibon,  where  there  were  probably 
temples,  or  altars,  eredied  to  the  god  Chem\)(h,  in 
which  idolatrous  worihip  was  performed  to  that  idol. 
There  they  would  bemoan  their  deplorable  condition, 
and  the  heavy  loffes  which  they  had  fuftained,  by  the 
fudden  defplation  of  their  chief  cities :  they  would 
aik  advice  and  aflidance  from  their  god,  and  offer  fa- 

crifices  unto  him. -^Moabjhall  howl  over  Ne^,  and 

ffver  Medeba^  other  two  cities  in  the  land,  which  were 
taken,  plundered,  and  defolated.  The  former  might 
derive  its  iiame  from  a  Hebrew  word,  wbich  fignihes 

*  Amos  i.  c. 
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.  ioprGphefy  ;  or  from  an  Arabic  word,  that  denotes  emi- 
nence.    If  this  conjefi:ure  be  juft,  Nebo  imported  the 
elevated  fituation  of  the  place;  or  that  there  the  pre- 
tended oracles  were  delivered,  by  the  priefts  of  the 
deities  whom  they  ferved.     Not  far  from  this  city 
ftood  a  mountain  of  the  fame  name,  from  whence 
Mofes,  the  fervant  of  the  Lord,  was  favoured  with  a 
view  of  the  land  of  Canaan  before  he  died  *.     The 
latter  city>  Medeba,  was  fituated  by  a/large  plain  of 
the  fame  name,  mentioned  Jofliua  xiii.  i6.    Jofephus 
fpeaks  of  it  as  a  city  of  Moab,  in  the  time  of  Alexan- 
der f .    Though  deftroyed  at  the  period  to  which  this 
prophecy  looked  forward,  it  might  afterward  have 
been  rebuilt.— *—0a  all  their  heads  frail  be^bal^nefiy 
and  every  beard  cut  off.    The  Mcabit^,  who  furvived 
the  deftruflion  of  their  cities,  to  teftify  the  greatnefs 
of  their  diftrefs  and  lorrow,  according  to  the  cuftom 
of  th^  times,  were  to  tear  off  the  hair  from  their 
heads,  fo  as  to  make  themfelves  bald,  and  to  cut  off, 
or  (have  their  bcai'ds.     Hair  was  ?inciently  e(Veemed 
an  ornament ;  and  therefore  when  perfons  bewailed 
the  lofs  of  friends,  or  other  calamities  with  which 
they  were  vifited,  they  cut  it  off,  as  a  token  of  for  row 
and  affliftion.    In  reference  to  this  praSice,  our  pro* 
phet  foretels,  that,  in  the  fignificant  manner  here  dcr 
Icribed,  the  diftreffed  Moabites  were  to  exprefi  theiif 
grief  and  anguifh. 

3  In  their  ftrcets  they  fliall  gird  themfelves 
with  fackcloth  :  on  the  tops  of  their  houips,  and 
in  their  ftreets,  every  one'  fliall  howl,  weeping 
abundantly. 

How  pungent  muft  have  been  the  grief  of  tlie 
Moabites  in  the  day  of  their  calamity !  how  affecting 
the  demonftrations  of  their  forrow,  which  are  here 
fpecified !   Moab  was  a  proud  and  haughty  people  \ 

*  Peut*  xxxii.  49i  50-  t  Antiq.  lib.  xui.  cap.  15. 

and 
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and  therefore  we  fuppofe,  that  their  drefs  correfponded 
with  their  temper  and  charafter,  and,  by  its  fincnefs 
and  elegance,  would  (hew  their  pride  and  vanity. 
Their  profperous  condition  being  reverfed,  and  ex- 
changed for  a  calamitous  iUte,  they  were  not,  as  for- 
merly, to  retire  into  their  chambers  to  put  on  their 
gay  attire ;  but,  in  the  open  (Ireets,  and  on  the  tops 
of  fiat-roofed  houfes,  they  (hould  gird  themfelves  with 
fackcloth,  made  of  the  coarfeft  materials.  The  prac- 
tice of  wearing  fackcloth  wa€  anciently  ufed  as  a  fym- 
bol  of  forrow  and  diftrefs.  The  patriarch  Jacob  put 
it  on,  when  he  fuppofed  that  his  beloved  fon  Jofeph 
was  dead.  When  famine  prevailed  in  Samaria,  the 
king  of  Ifrael  put  fackcloth  on  his  (kin,  below  his  royal 
robes ;  and  when  the  people  of  Nineveh  proclaimed  a 
fail,  they  put  on  fackcloth,  from  the  greateft  even  to 
the  lead  of  them.  In  like  manner  alfo  did  the  Moabites 
clothe  themfelves  with  this  rough,  coarfe  fort  of  fluff, 
at  the  time  in  which  this  prediction  received  >ts  ac- . 
complifhment.  In  this  habit,  they  howled  and  wept 
abundantly^  loudly  bemoaning  their  mifery,  and  de- 
ploring, with  tears  in  great  plenty,  the  afflictive  cir- 
cumftances  to  which  they  were  reduced. 

4  And  Heflibon  (hall  cry,  and  Elealeh  :  their 
voice  (hall  be  heard  even  unto  Jahaz :  therefore 
the  armed  foldiers  of  Moab  fhall  pry  out :  his 
life  fhall  be  grievous  unto  him. 

The  prophet  proceeds  farther  to  exhibit  the  mov- 
ing fcenes  of  diftrefs  which  he  had.  very  affedingly 
reprefented  in  the  foregoing  verfes*  Hefhbon  was  a 
famous  city,  that  flood  over  againfl  Jericho,  about 
twenty  miles  diftant  from  Jordan.  Sihon,  king  of 
the  Amorites,  took  it  from  the  Moabites ;  who  after- 
ward re-united  it  to  their  pofTeffions  *.  Elealeh  was 
another  city  of  Moab,  fituated  not  far  from  Hefhbon ; 

*  Sec  Jcr.  xlviii.  34.  45. 

and 
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and  is  faid  to  have  been  built  with  it,  by  the  children 
of  Reuben  *.  The  inhabitants  of  thefe  cities  were  to 
cry  ,and  lament  over  the  defolation  of  their  country 

with  a  very  bitter  and  loud  lamentation. Their 

voice  Jhall  be  heard  even  unto  Jahaz  ;  a  frontier- town, 
in  the  border  of  their  land.  This  circumflance  ihews 
the  great  extent  of  the  calamities  which  the  Moabites 
were  to  fufFer  at  this  period,  and  the  grievous  mourn- 
ing which  was  to  be  made  on  account  of  their  com- 
plicated diftrefles.— — JT^^r^r^  the  armed  foldiers  of 
Moab  Jhall  cry  outj  not  with  fhouts  of  triumph  and 
joy,  but  with  mriekings  arifing  from  anguifh  and  con- 
fternation,  from  fear  and  terror.  Not  only  were  the 
weak,  unarmed  inhabitants  of  Moab  to  be  diftrjefled 
with  timidity  and  vexation,  but  even  the  ftrong,  the 
(lout-hearted,  and  thofe  prepared  for  battle,  were  to 
be  greatly  afflidled  and  dejefted.— H/j  life  Jhall  be 
grievous  unto  him.  This  was  to  be  the  lamentable 
condition  of  almoft  every  one  of  the  Moabites,  who- 
would  therefore  be  ready  to  prefer  death  to  life  itfelf. 

5  My  heart  fhall  cry  out  for  Moab,  his  i\i^^ 
ii\yt%  Jhall  jiee  unto  Zokr,  an  heifer  of  three  years 
old :  for  by  the  mounting  up  of  Luhith  with 
weeping  fhall  they  go  it  up  :  for  in  the  way  of 
Horonaim,  they  (hall  raife  u]^  a  cry  of  deftruc- 
tion. 

^  Deeply  afFefted  by  a  view  of  the  approaching  mi- 
feries  which  were  to  befal  the*  Moabites,  Ifaiah  here 
txpreffes  the  tender  compaffion  which  he. felt  for 
them.  '  J  My  heart  Jhall  cry  out  for  Moabj  in  forrowful 
(Irains,  on  account  of  the  complicated  calamities  which^ 
ere  long,  (hall  feize  upon  them.  The  words  plainly 
intimate,  the  reality  and  intenfenefs  of  the  grief  and 
a(Hidion  which  his  generous  heart  felt,  on  contem- 
plating,-by  the  fpirit  of  prophecy,  the  awful  judgments 

*  Numb,  xxxii.  37. 
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Vith  which  the  avowed  cnemieg  of  his  country  wer^ 
to  be  viftted.  In  this  profpe£t,  he  was  inwardly  and 
greatly  afflifted.— — iH/j  fugitives  Jhall  fiee  to  Zoar  } 
the  name  of  the  city  to  which  Lot,  the  renowned 
po^enitor  of  tliis  people,  fled,  when  he  efcaped  for 
fiis  life  out  6f  Sodom  *  :  and,  in  the  feafon  of  public 
danger  to  his  poftiertty,  that  city,  or  one  of  the  famd 
name,  was  to  become  a  place  of  refort,  for  fafety,  to 

the  fugilives  of  Moab, /In  heifer  of  three  years  old 

has,  at  fir  ft  fight,  a  ftrange  appearance  in  this  place* 
The  words  may  be  intended  to  exprefs  the  ftrength 
and  vehemence  with  which  the  Moabites  would  howl 
and  cry,  in  their  flight,  when  ihey  were  to  make  a 
loud,  doleful  noife,  like  the  lowing  of  a  heifer.  1  ra-^ 
ther  fuppofe,  with  fome  learned  men,,  that  the  words^ 
thus  tranfiated,  inay  Bgnify  the  name  of  another  place 
befide  Zoar,  to  which  the  fugitives  ran  for  (belter.—* 
For  bj  the  mounting  up  of  Luhith  with^  weeping  fhall 
they  gfi  it  up.  Whether  Luhith  was  a  rock,  a  citVr  ot 
fortrefs,  it  feems  to  have  been  fituated  on  a  coniider*- 
aUe  eminence,  and  the  afcent  to  it  was  probably  very 
fieep.  In  climbing  their  way  up,  for  fafety,  the 
Moabites  were  to  weep,  and  bewail  the  lofles  which 
they  had  fuftained,  the  riches  they  had  left  behind 
them,  the  friends  of  which  they  had  been  bereaved^ 
and  the  great  dangers  to  which  they  were  ftill  ex- 
pofed.  Placing  their  happinefs  in  the  pofl<^flSon  of 
worldly  good  things,  having  nothing  defirable  to  ex* 
ped  beyond  this  prefent  life  to  fupport  their  minds^ 
and  unable  to  govern  their  paflions,  they  gave  way  to 
immoderate  grief;  they  were  dilTolved  in  tears »  they 
wept,  they  cried,  they  howled.— jR?r  in  the  way  of 
Horonainiy  they  fhall  raife  up  a  cry  of  defiru6lion.  There 
were  probably  two  Horons ;  the  one  of  which  was 
called  the  Upper,  and  the  other  the  Lower,  for  the 
fake  of  diftindion.  The  name  (ignifies  caverns  ;  and 
was  given  to  the  place  becaufjs  it  abounded  with  caves 

*  Sc^  Gen.  xix.  20,  2i|  22. 
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and  dens,  wherein  people  might  conveniently  hide 
themfelves  in  times  of  danger*  In  the  \i^ay  leading  to 
Horonaim,  the  cry  of  deftruftion  was  raifed.  The 
mournful  tidings  of  devadation  made  by  an  enemy, 
were  loudly  pubtifhed  on  this  road ;  and  the  news  of 
the  diftrefs,  tvhich  was  thereby  excited,  were  fpread 
far  and  near.  Thefe  cries  were,  no  doubt,  accompa- 
nied with  earned  entreaties  for  afliflance,  poured  forth 
to  thofe  from  whom  any  relief  might  be  expeded. 

6  For  the  waters  of  Nifnrim  fhall  be  defo- 
late :  for  the  hay  is  withered  away,  the  grafs 
faileth,  there  is  no  green  thing. 

Thefe  words  fuggeft  fome  more  reafons  for  the 
weeping  and  crying,  mentioned  in  the  preceding 
verfe.  Nimrim  was  either  a  town  fituated  near  to 
fome  fine  fprings  of  water,  which  were  feldom  or 
never  known  to  fail,  or  the  valley  in  which  thefe  wa^ 
ters  took  their  rife.  To  increafe  the  calamities  of 
Moab,  the  waters,  which  were  known  by  this  name^ 
were  to  become  defolate ;  the  fountains  being  .either 
ftopt  or  marred  by  the  enemy,  in  their  progrefs 
through  the  country,  or  dried  up  by  a  great  droughty 
which,  at  the  time  referred  to^  was  to  come  upon  the 
land.  The  low  grounds  about  Nimrim,  that  were 
commonly  covered  with  grafs,  which  was  made  into 
hay,  were  to  aflfume  a  very  difmal  appearance ;  the 
grafs,  and  the  herbage,  with  every  green  thing,  were 
to  wither,  infomuch  that  provifion  for  cattle  was  td 
be.come  exceeding  fcarce,  and  very  difficult  to  be  ob-* 
tained. 

7  Therefore  the  abundance  they  have  gotten, 
and  that  which  they  have  laid  up,  (hall  they 
carry  away  to  the  brook  of  the  willows. 

Another  ground  of  lamentation  to  the  Moabites  13 
defcribed  in  thefe  words,  which  admit  of  two  inter- 

pretationt 
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pretadons  that  are  fomewhat  differeht.     Firft,  They 
may  fignify,  that  the  abundance  which  that  people  had 
Required,  and  the  treafures  which  they  had  amaiTed,  in 
the  time  of  their  profperity,  were  to  be  canied  away, 
and  fecretly  depofited  by  them  near  a  river,  whofe 
banks  were  covered  with  willows,  in  order  to  preferve 
them  from  being  fei^ed  by  their  enemies.     In  this 
view,  the  words  fugged  what  would  doubtlefs  be  one 
caufe  of  forrow  and  vexation.     Secondly,  They  may 
denote,  that  their  enemies,  when  ravaging  the  coun- 
try, would  feize  upon  their  riches  and  treafures,  and 
convey  them  away  to  the  water  known  at  that  time 
by  the  name  of  the  Brook  of  the  willows,  which  ran 
between  Moab  and  Babylon,  that  they  might  after^ 
ward;  when  they  fhould  have  more  leifure  and  conve- 
nience, .carry  them  to  that  great  city,  which  was  fitui- 
ated  on  the  river  Euphrates,  where  willows  grew  in 
raft  numbers.    The  Moabites  being  thus  deprived  of 
their  beft  eflfefts  by  the  Aflyrians,  would  prove  to 
them  aaother  fource  of  grief  an4  lamentation. 

8  For  the  cry  is  gone  round  about  the  bor- 
ders of  Moab :  tKe  howling  thereof  unto  Eglaim, 
and  the  howling  thereof  unto  Beer-elim. 

Our  prophet,  having  contemplated  the  feveral 
movements  of  the  Moabites,  when  feized  with  con- 
fternation,  and  overwhelmed  with  forrow,  now  fup- 
plies  any  defed  with  which  his  reprefentation  might 
be  attended,  by  pointing  out  the  univerfality  of  that 
forrow  and  lamentation  which  he  had  in  his  view, 
llie  cry  of  deftrudion,  and  the  howling,  on  account 
of  defohtion,  (hpuld  not  only  be  heard  in  the  interior 
parts  of  the  country  of  Moab,  but  was  to  extend 
through  all  their  borders,  even  to  thofe  places  which 
were  fituated  in  the  mod  remote  comers  of  the  land,, 
jfiicb  as  Egbdm  and  Beer-elim. 

jl  For 
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9  For  the  waters  of  Dimon  fhail  be  full  of 
blood  :  for  I  will  bring  more  upon  Dimon,  lions 
upon  him  that  efcapeth  of  Moab,  and  upon  the 
remnant  of  the  land. 

Another  reafon  is  here  fuhjoined,  of  the  mourning 
and  crying  which  were  delineated  ia  the  preceding 
verfes,  in  very  ftrong  colours.  Dimon  feems  to  have 
been  ihe  name  of  a  river  in  the  land  of  Moab.  whofe 
waters  being  mingled  with  the  blood  of  the  flain  in- 
habitants of  that  country,  their  tafte  and  colour  (hould 
Tefemble  blood.  ■  For  I  will  bring  more  flaughter 
and  devaftation  upon  that  part  of  the  country :  and 
^tbat  all  might  know  what  thofe  additional  judgments 
were  which  God  was  to  inflid  upon  that  neighbour- 
hood, it  is  added,  Liom  upon  him  thai  efcapeth  of 
Moab^  he.  Thofe  who  were  not  flain  by  the  fword 
qf  the  enemy,  were  to  be  deftroyed  by  lions,  or  other 
beads  of  prey,  who  would  fall  upon  the  remnant  who 
remain^  in  the  land  of  Moab.  Some  commentators 
have  fuppofed,  that  Nebuchadnezzar,  king  of  Baby? 
Ion,  with  his^army,  who  is  fpoktn  of  as  a  lion  by  the 
prophet  Jeremiah  •,  was  intended  by  this  figurative 
defcription.  He  indeed  juflly  deftrved  this  charafter, 
on  ciccount  of  his  pride,  ferocity,  and  cruelty :  and  if 
he,  and  his  troops,  were  here  meant,  the  predi&ioa 
intimates,  that  the  Moabites,  whom  Sennacherib, 
king  of  Afl*)ria,  left  behind  him,  (hould  be  deftroyed 
by  Nebuchadnezzar.  Ihe  foretold  calamity  would 
in  eflFeS  be  much  the  fame,  whether  the  lion$  were 
rapacious  animals,  or  favage  men. 

Thus  have  I  cpjiddered,  in  a  curfory  manner,  the 
firft  part  of  the  prophecy  concerning  Moab,  recorded 
in  this  chapter.  Jeremiah  hath  introduced  into  his 
larger  prophecy  againft  the  fame  people,  contained  in 
the  fortytcight  chapter  of  his  book,  feveral  of  Ifaiah's 
predictions^  by  the  attentive  perufal  of  which^  ypu 

« 

*  Jcr.  17.  7, 

may 
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ma?  be  affifted  in  underftandin^  the  burden  of  Moab* 
To  that  prophecy  1  refer  you  for  the  illuilration  of 
this  fubjeS,  which  fuggefls  many  inftrudive  Icflonat 
that  I  fliaU  not  (lay  to  poitit  out.  Permit  me  ta 
iDtntioa  one,  by  which  I  hope  you  will  profit,  I  meaa 
the  great  danger  that  arifes  from  reproaching  and  in- 
juring the  people  of  God.  This  feems  to  have  been 
one  of  the  fms  of  Moab,  which  expofed  them  to  the 
awful  judgments  above  written.     '  They  faid,  The 

*  houfeof  Judah  is  like  unto  all  the  heathen*.*  By 
fuch  opprobrious  language,  they  blafphemed  God, 
and  ciluroniated  his  people :  and  *  therefore,  faith  the 

*  Lord  of  hofts,  the  God  of  Ifrael,  I  have  heard  the 

*  reproach  of  Moab — Surely  Moab  (hall  be  as,Sodom, 
'  even  the  breeding  of  nettles,  and  fait* pits,  and  a 

*  perpetual  defolaiion  f  .*  This  was  to  be  the  ju(t  re- 
tribution of  their  pride,  and  contempt  of  the  inherit 
tance  of  the  Lord.  They  were  mighty  men,  they  had 
Urong  cities  and  fortifications ;  yet  could  they  not 

EreKent  the  judgments  of  the  Almighty,  which  they 
ad  incurred,  from  defolating  their  land.  They  were 
trodden  down  as  (Iraw  is  trodden  down  for  the  dung- 
hil,  which  makes  no  re(illance  to  the  foot  that  treads 

it. Let  us  remember,  that  the  people  of  God  are 

precious  in  his  fight ;  that  they  are  the  jewels  of  the 
Lord  of  hofls,  his  dear  children,  and  the  friends  of 
his  beloved  Son.  Such  is  his  tender  regard  for  them, 
that  he  hath  declared.  He  that  toucheth  them,  touch- 
eth  the  apple  of  his  eye :  he  fuffers  no  man  to  pafs 
unpuniihai  who  doth  them  wrong ;  yea,  he  hath  re- 
proved kings  for  their  fakes.  Would  you  then  avoid 
thofe  terrible  calamities  which  befel  the  Moabites? 
beware  of  thofe  fms  which  brought  down  upon  them 
fuch  awful  difplays  of  the  divine  difpleafure.  Take 
heed  that  you  do-  no  harm  to  any  one,  particularly  to 
the  fervants  of  the  Mod  High.^  Honour  them  that 
fear  the  Lord,  and  edeem  them  as  the  excellent  one« 

^  E^ek.  uv.  8.  t  2eph.  il.  i,  g* 
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of  the  earth.  Do  not  even  unneceflarily  repeat  their 
faults ;  do  not  voluntarily  expoFe  their  weaknefTes ; 
and  learn  to  profit  by  the  inftances  of  their  mifcon- 
du£k  which  you  may  obferve.  This  you  will  find  to 
be  a  much  better  and  fafer  way,  than  following  thofe 
malignant,  injurious  pradices,  whereby  many  have 
brought  upon  themfelves  certain  deflru&ipn. 


PRELIMK 
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PRELIMINARY  OBSERVATIONS* 

THIS  chapter  contains  the  fecond  part  of  the  pro- 
phecy refpeding  Moab,  wherein  the  prophet 
gives  them  good  and  prudent  counfel.  He  points  out 
the  caufes  of  the  judgments  which  he  had  foretold, 
and  direds  them  to  the  proper  means,  by  attention  to 
which  tbey  might  be  greatly  alleviated  or  averted* 
On  the  fuppofition  of  their  proud  contempt  of  the 
DaJotary  advices  which  are  given  them,  he  denounces 

certain  ruin  as  the  inevitable  confequence. He 

begins  with  admonifhing  them  to  perform  the  duty 
which  they  owed  to  the  king  and  people  of  Judah, 
that,  through  the  clemency  ihewn  them,  they  had  for 
fome  time  fliamefiilly  omitted,  ver.  i  • — 4,  To  excite 
them  to  compliance  with  his  advice,  he  fuggefts  a  very 
powerful  motive  in  ver.  5.  He  then  fhews,  that  the  con- 
tempt which  they  would  difcover  of  thefe  good  coun- 
fels,  originated  in  their  pride  and  haughtinefs,  one 
principal  caufe  of  thofe  dreadful  calamities  that  threa- 
tened their  deflruftion,  ver,  6,  7,  8.  After  this,  he 
pathetically  defcribes  the  mourning  and  lamentation 
to  which  they  (hould  give  rife,  ver.  9,  10,  11.  The 
chapter  concludes  with  the  aflurance  of  the  certain 
overthrow  of  Moab  within  a  limited  time,  ven  1 2.  to 
the  end. 


CHAP.    XVI. 

SEND  ye  the  lamb  to  the  ruler  of  the  land 
from  Sela  to  the  wildernefs,  unto  the  mount 
of  the  daughter  of  Zion. 

In  this  verfe,  the  Moabites  are  required  to  acknow- 
ledge the  king  of  Judah  as  their  fuperior,  by  pa)^ing 
him  tribute.    David,  the  renowned  king  of  Ifrael, 

having 
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having  conquered  the  Moabites,  they  became  his 
fervants,  and  brought  him  gifts,  aa  we  read,  2  Sam. 
viii.  2.  Mefha,  king  of  Moab,  paid  unto  the  king 
of  Ifrael  an  hundred  thoufand  Iambs,  and  an  hundred 
thoufand  rams,  with  the  wool.  After  the  death  of 
Ahab,  the  king  of^  Moab  rebelled  againft  the  king  of 
IlVael*.  The  revolt  was  foon  followed  with  great 
indignation,  and  a  great  flaughter  of  the  Moabites, 
tvho,  from  tlvat  period,  probablv  withdrew  the  fiibfidy* 
Our  prophet  therefore,  addreffing  that  people,  advifes 
them  to  fend  the  tribute  that  had  been  ftipulated,  and 
which  was  due  to  Htztkiah,  the  ruler  of  the  land, 
who  was  the  htir  and  fiKceffor  of  David  in  his  throne 
and  kingdom.  The  words  may  be  rendered.  Send 
ye  the  lamb  of  the  ruler  of  the  land  ;  /•  e.  Ye  people 
of  Moab,  fend  the  tribute  which  your  rylet  oweth  to 

the  kin^  of  Judah. From  Sela^  which  fignifies  a 

fock,  and  feems  to  have  been  the  name  of  a  chief 
city  in  the  land  of  Moab — ^to  the  wildernefs  of  Jud^i, 
which  was  fituated  in  the  way  leading  from  Sela  to 
Jerufalem,  the  metropolis  of  Judea,  which  was  built 
upon  mount  Zion,  and  inhabited  by  her  childreti.^^— * 
This  admonition  may  fuggcft  to  yt)u,  my  brethren, 
the  memorable  words  of  Jefus  Chrift,  *  Render  unto 

•  Cefar  the  things  that  are  Cefar's,  and  unto  God  the 

*  things  that  are  God's.*  Give  cuftom  to  whom  cuf- 
tom  is  due ;  and  faithfully  pay  to  God,  the  Ruler  of 
the  land,  the  Governor  of  the  world,  that  facred 
homage  which  he  juftly  demands  from  you.  Negle£k 
not  to  prefent  before  him  thofe  humble  acknowledge. 
ments,  thofe  acceptable  fervices,  that  profound  adora- 
tion, and  unlimited  fubjedion,  which  you  have  often 
promifed,  and  he  expeds  to  receive.  In  this  way, 
you  may  hope  to  efcape  threatened  calamities,  and  to 
enjoy  agreeable  tranquillity  and  fafety. 

2  Kings  m.  4,  5« 

a  Foy 


s 


VBit.^3-     PROPHECIES  of  ISAIAH.  105 

a  For  it  fhall  be  that  as  a  wandering  bird  caft 
out  of  the  neft :  fo  the  daughters  of  Moab  fhall 
be  at  the  fords  of  Amon» 

Thefe  words  clearly  ftate  the  grounds  ujpon  which 
the  preceding  advice  was  founded ;  viz.  the  calami- 
tous^ deftitute  condition  to  which  the  Moabites  were 
fuddenly  to  be  reduced.  If  they  ihould  prove  fo 
foolilh  and  ftubbom  as  to  refufe  to  comply  with  ouv 
prophet's  admonition,  fuch  was  to  be  their  deplorable 
and  helplels  condition,  that  it  would  lefemble  that  of 
a  bird  when  deprived  of  its  neft,  which,  bdng  greatly 
afirigbted)  flies  about,  not  knowing  where  to  go  for 
Ihelten  In  like  manner,  the  feeble  among  the  Moab*> 
ites,  after  their  habitations  were  deftroyed  by  the 
enemy,  uncertain  where  to  flee  for  fafety,  were  to 
find  themfelves  in  very  deftitute  circumftances,  at  the 
fords  of  the  river  Amon,  which  lay  at  the  boundaries 
of  their  country*  Filled  with  conftemation,  and  not 
knowing  where  to  flee  from  danger,  they  fhould  be 
reduced  to  a  very  pitiable  and  perplexed  condidon^ 
like  that  of  a  bird  whofe  neft  is  deftroyed.-^— To 
what  ftraits  and  embatraftments  doth  the  (in  and  folly 
of  mankind  often  bring  them,  efpecially  when  to  thift 
is  added,  contempt  of  good  counfel,  which,  had  it 
been  accepted  by  the  Moabites,  they  might  have  en^^ 
joyed  external  peace,  and  inward  ferenity  of  mind* 

3  Take  counfel,  execute  judgment,  tnake  thy 
fhadow  as  the  night  in  the  midft  of  the  noon^ 
day,  hide  the  outcafts,  bewray  not  him  that 
wandereth. 

What  a  valuable  cluftet  of  excellent  advices  is  con* 
tained  in  thefe  words !  Take  counfel.  If  the  prophet 
here  refers  to  what  preceded  this  admonition,  its  im- 
pon  will  be,  Refufe  not  to  comply  with  the  advices 
you  have  received,  which,  if  carried  into  executicm^ 
will  afluredly  be  attended  with  fignai  advantages,  and  . 

VolIL  O  greatly 


< 
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greatly  contribute  to  yoar  real  wel&re.  If  he  had 
chiefly  in  view  what  follows,  its  meaning  will  be,  that 
the  king,  the  princes,  and  people  of  Moab,  ought  de- 
liberately to  confult  what  meafures  were  moft  proper 
for  them  to  take,  at  this  critical  feafon,  for  the  de- 
fence and  prefervation  of  the  kingdom.  In  order  to 
form  a  proper  decifion  on  this  important  fubjed,  it 
would  be  highly  expedient, .  that  they  maturely  confi- 
der  the  matter,  and  ferioufly  attend  to  prefent  circum- 
fiances.  Unto  you,  O  men !  I  call :  hear  efpecially 
ye  young  people ;  take  counfel.  ^  The  way  of  a  fool 
*  is  right  in  his  own  eyes :  but  he  that  hearkeneth 
^  tinto  counfel,  is  wife.  Hear  counfel,  and  receive 
^  inftrudion,  that  thou  mayeft  be  wife  in  thy  latter 
f  end  */  Diffident  of  your  own  judgment,  be  ever 
ready  to  receive  diredion  from  the  wife  and  good, 
and  thankfully  to  accept  of  th^  falutary  advices  that 
are  given  you.— -£Af^a//^  judgment*  Employ  your 
minds  in  ^difcriminatmg  truth  from  falfehood,'  and 
jttftice  from  injuftice ;  that  which  is  equitable  from 
what  is  bafe  and  iniquitous.  Suj^ort,  with  firmneis 
and  conftancy,  ^that  which  is  lawful  and  laudable ; 
clearly  difcover,  by  your  words  and  afitions,  what  are 
your  real  fentiments  and  defigns.  By  the  meafures 
which  you  adopt,  give  fatisfying  evidence  of  the 
equity  of  your  decisions,  that  they  are  didated,  not 
by  foolifti  capr,ice,  or  malevolence  and  envy,  but  by 
reafon  and  confcience,  humanity  and  prudence ;  and 
that  you  mean  to  do  juftly,  and  to  pay  a  facred  regard 

to  the  great  laws  of  veracity  and  honefty. This  is 

an  excellent  advice,  to  which  you  would  do  well  to 
take  heed,  and  reduce  to  practice.  It  is  fuited  to 
all  times,  and  neceflary  to  be  attended  to  by  every 
perfon.  It  is  not  enough  that  we  choofe  judgment ; 
having  made  this  wife  choice,  we  ought  to  follow 
whatfoever  things  are  juft  and  honeft,  and  diligently 
to  carry  them  into  execution. 

*  Prov.  xii.  15.  xix.  2S- 

Maie 
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Mate  ibyjbadw^  as  the  night  in  the  midji  of  the  noon^ 
day.  In  warm  coyntries,  the  heat  of  noon-day  is  very 
intenfe,  when  the  rays  of  the  fun  beat  vehemently 
upon  thofe  who  are  expofed  to  them.  This  circum- 
fiance  muft  render  the  benefit  of  a  fhadow  very  de* 
firable ;  and  therefore  this  is  promifed,  among  other 
blei&ngs,  to  the  godly,  ^  The  fun  fhall  not  fmite  thee 
*  by  day.  The  difpleafure  of  princes,  exalted  to  the 
greatefl  dignity,  clothed  with  majefly  and  power,  ex- 
tending its  influence  to  thofe  againfl  whom  it  is  di-^ 
re&ed,  b  expreffed,  in  fcripture,  by  the  fultry  he&t  of 
noon-day.  In  this  figurative  fenfe,  I  fuppofe,  the 
words  before  us  muft  be  underflood,  denoting  the  ' 
confuming,  diftrefling  Keat  of  perfecution  with  which 
the  people  might  be  afflided,  for  whofe  relief  the  fha«- 

dow  was  to  be  prepared. Make  thy  Jhadow  as  the 

night.  The  fhadow  of  the  night  excludes  the  bum- 
bg  heat  of  the  fun  \  it  prevents  obje&s  from  being 
feen ;  and  is  fo  extended  as  to  conceal  all  that  come 
within  its  reach.  By  this  Qietapborical  language,  our 
prophet  calls  upon  the  Moabites  to  hide  thofe  exiles 
that  fled  to  their  country  for  ihelter,  from  violence, 
oppref&on,  and  danger,  tq  fcreen  them  from  their 
perfecutors ;  and  to  perform  the  various  ads  of  hu* 
manity,  hofpitality,  and  charity,  which  might  alleviate 
their  diflrefs.  He  requires,  that  they  admtnifter  fuit- 
able  provifion  to  the  hungry ;  that  they  clothe  the 
naked ;  that  they  fupport  the  weak,  and  perform  the 
duties  of  (lindnefs  and  urbanity  toward  the  dejected 
and  diflrefied.  In  few  words,  he  inculcates,  on  that 
haughty  and  cruel  people,  the  exercife  of  geaerofity, 

and  the  love  of  n^ankind. Such  feems  to  be  the 

import  of  this  excellent  advice,  to  which  you,  my 
brethren,  ought  carefully  to  attend.  In  feafons  of 
profperity,  men  commonly  have  many  friends,  who 
arc  ready  to  do  them  kind  oflices ;  but  when  poverty 
and  diftrefs  befals  them,  they  often,  alas !  withdraw 
thofe  a&s  of  beneficence  which  are  mofl  neceffary  to 

give 
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give  eafe  under  the  preffure  of  afflidion.  Remember 
the  woids  of  the  wife  man,  ^  A  friend  loveth  at  aU 
*  times,  and  a  brother  is  born  for  adverfity  */  That  is 
the  time  in  which  afts  of  kindnefs  are  mod  acceptable 
and  ufeful ;  and  we  are  born  for  the  very  purpofe  of 
relieving  and  comforting  our  afHi£ted  and  injured 
brethren, 

Hide  the  ^utca^s^  hewray  not  him  that  v^anderttb^ 
In  the  country  of  Moab  there  were  many  caverns, 
where  perfons  might  take  jefuge  firom  thofe  who  \xz^ 
raffed  them,  and  hunted  after  them  with  hoftile  in- 
tentions.   To  thefe  caves  and  dens,  in  time  of  dan*^ 
ger,  many  of  that  people,  and  fome  from  other  na- 
tions, particularly  from  among  the  Ifraelites,  reforted 
for  fafety,     Elimelech,  and  his  wife  Naomi »  in  fhe 
time  of  icarcity  in  their  own  country,  went  into  the 
land  of  Moab  until  the  famine  had  ceafed^    David,' 
whm  perfecuted  by  Saul,  brought  his  father  and  mo* 
ther  to  the  king  of  Moab,  until  he  ihould  fee  what 
God  would  do  for  him.    And,  in  after-times,  when 
the  kingdom  of  Judah  was  diftrefled  by  their  ene^ 
mies,  not  a  few  of  that  people  fled  to  the  land  of 
Moab,  whom  the  Moabites  ungeneroufly  brought 
forth  from  their  lurking  places,  and  delivered  up  to 
the  hands  of  them  that  fought  their  life.    The  pro- 
phet therefore,  with  great  propriety,  direSs  them  to 
hide  the  outcafts,  who  were  obliged  to  flee  from  their 
own  country,  to  feek  for  that  fafety  in  a  foreign  land 
which  they  could  not  find  at  home.    Allow  them  to 
hide  themfeives  in  places  where  they  may  enjoy  a  fafe 
retreat  from  danger,  afford  them  an  agreeable  afylum, 
entertain  them  with  kindnefs,  and  proted  them  from 
the  hoftile  power  pf  their  enemies.    Do  not  'difcover 
to  thofe  who  would  injure  them  where  they  lie  con- 
cealed ;  and,  on  no  account  whatfoever,  betray  them 
Wtp  the  hwds  of  thofe  who  feek  their  life. 


♦  Rot,  xvii.  3^7^ 


4  t«t: 
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4  Let  mine  outcafts  dwell  with  thee,  Moab, 
be  thou  a  covert  to  them  from  the  face  of  the 
fpoiler:  for  the  extortioner  is  at  an  end,  the 
fpoiler  ceafeth,  the  oppreflbrs  are  confuraed  oiit 
of  the  land. 

The  generous  condud  recommended  in  the  fore* 
gmng  verfe,  is  hejre  enforced  by  a  powerful  confidera* 

tion.- ^The  outcafts,  whom  our  prophet  particularly 

intended,  and  to  whom  he  claimed  prote£tion  from 
Moab,  were  thofe  who  were  expelled  from  the  land 
of  Judah,  and  fled  to  them  for  covert  from  the  face 
of  the  fpoiler,  when  their  own  country  was  to  be  in- 
vaded by  their  enemies,  Thefe  he  required  them,  in 
a  fpecial  manner,  to  treat  with  lenity  and  hofpitality, 
and  to  permit  them  to  enjoy  undifturbed  refidence  m 

their  territories for  this  good  reafon.  Tie  extort 

timer  is  at  an,  end^  the  fpoiler  ceafeth,  &c.  What  is 
here  affirmed  was  literally  accompliflied,  when  the 
power  of  Aflyria,  by  which  the  land  of  Judea  had 
been  fpoiled,  oppreflfed,  and  confumed,  was  deftroyed 
by  the  righteous  vengeance  of  the  Almighty.  The 
certain  profped  prelented  to  the  Moabites,  of  that  im- 
portant predicted  event,  fhould  have  efied:ually  deter- 
mined them  to  comply  with  the  falutary  advice  con- 
tained in  the  preceding  verfe,  and  repeated  in  the 
firft  part  of  the  one  before  us.  When  that  great  em- 
pire, which  had  difturbed  and  molefted  the  nations  of 
the  earth,  fhould  be  overthrown,  the  kingdom  of  Ju- 
dah was  to  rife  to  importance  and  glory,  fo  as  to  l>e 
highly  refpefted  by  the  neighbouring  ftates.  In  this 
view,  it  was  the  unqueftionable  duty  and  intereft  of 
Moab,  to  treat  the  exiles  of  Judah  with  tendernefs  and 
compaflion,  to  avoid  every  thing  that  might  incur 
their  difpleafure,  and  to  do  every  thing  that  tended 

to  conciliate  their  favour  and  friendfliip. In  the 

event  to  which  this  prophecy  primarily  referred,  we 
behold  an  inftrudtve  reprdentation  of  a  ftill  more 
glorious  conqueft  over  the  great  fpoiler  and  oppref.- 

for 
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for  of  mankind,  who  Wth  diftreffed  them  by  h!s 
grievous  yoke,-  to  be  accomplifhed  by  the  breath  of 
God's  mputh,  and  the  brightpefs  of  his  cpming,  when 
he  (hall  deftroy  them  that  deflroyed  the  earth.  Did 
you  believe  as  you  ought,  that  this  in^^fting  period 
is  fafl  approaching,  you  would  not,  in  the  fmalleflr 
(Jegree,  injure  thofe  whofe  wrongs  the  Son  of  God 
will  then  avenge,  who  will  render  ^ribi^lation  an4 
yrrath  to  tl^em  Uiat  ^rouble  them. 

5  And  in  mercy  {hall  the  throne  be  eftablifli^. 
ed,  and  he  fliall  fit  upon  it  in  truths  in  the  taber- 
nacle of  David,  judging  and  feeking  judgment^ 
and  hading  righteoufnefs* 

Thefe  words  fyggeft  a*powerfuI  motive  to  induce  t<^ 
the  diligent  perfarpnance  of  the  duties  which  our  pro-i 
phet  had  inculcated  in  the  foregoing  verfes.rr — ^The 
throne  which  b^  hs^d  more  imniediately  in  view,  was 
that  of  Hespekiah,  {ling  of  Judah,  which,  in  foroe 
refpeds,  was  typical  of  the  far  more  glonous  and 
eternal  throne  of  the  MeiCah.  This  throne,  the  en^ 
(ign  of  majefty  and  authority,  whereon  He^d^iah  was 
feated,  ihould  be  e(labli(hed,  after  ^he  abolition  of  the 
oppreflive,  j^dverfe  power  whereby  it  had  been  often 
aflfaulted,  (q  that  none  of  its  enemies  would  be  able,i 
by  their  ftronged  efforts,  to  ihake  the  firm  founda* 
tions  upon  which  it  reded.  It  was  to  be  confirmed 
and  perpetuated  in  m^rey ;  the  great  mercy  of  God 
promifed  to  the  patriarch  J)ayid»  to  whom  the  Lord 
laid)  ^  His  feed  fhall  endure  for  ever,  aild  his  throne 
*  a3  the  fun  before  pie  ** — ^in  the  mercy  and  clemency 
of  that  iliuftrious  prince,  difplayed  ^mong  his  futv- 
je£ts— and  by  the  duties  of  mercy,  beneficence,  and 
charity,  which  were  to  be  pradifed  by  the  people. 
And  he  JhaU  ftt  upon  it  in  truth ;  according  to  the 
truth  of  Jehovah,  pledged  in  his  faithful  promifesmad^ 

*  Pfal.  LksIx.  3$. 
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to  his  fervant  David,  concerning  his  family  and  king- 
dom ;  and  in  the  exercife  of  truth  and  integrity  of  heart, 
as  to  which  this  pious  prince  appealed  to  God,  in  the 
profpeft  of  death :  ^  Remember  now,  O  Lord,  I  be- 

*  feech  thee,  how  I  have  walked  before  thee  in  truth, 
«  and  with  a  perfed  heart,  sgid  have  done  that  which 

*  is  good  in  thy  fight  */  '  In  tie  tabernacle  of  David. 
By  which  feems  to  be  intended,  the  palace  belonging 
to  the  kings  who  defcended  from  that  illuftrious  hero, 
called  by  him,  ^  The  tabernacle  of  his'houfef/  The 
reftoratioa  of  this  houfe,  after  its  decay,  was  foretold 
in  thefe  words,  by  the  prophet  Amost  *  In  that  day 

*  will  I  raife  up  the  tabernacle  of  David  that  is  fallen^ 
^  and  clofe  up.  the  breaches  thereof;  and  I  will  raife 
'  op  his  ruins,  and  I  will  build  it  as  in  the  days  of 

*  oW  J/ 

2iidgingj  &c«  Three  things  are  mentioned  in  the 
>wing  words,  which  were  to  occupy  the  attention 
of  the  prince  whofe  throne  was  to  be  eftablifhed.  The 
iirft  is,  judging ;  deciding,  with  the  utmoft  impartia- 
lity, and  without  refpe£t  of  perfons,  on  the  varioifs 
caufes  that  miglit  be  brought  before  him  for  his  de- 
termination.  And  feeking  judgment.    The  expref- 

fion  denotes,  that  the  prince,  who  is  the  fubjed  of 
this  prophecy,  in  pronouncing  fentence  upon  the  par- 
ties who  were  to  be  iifted  at  his  tribunal,  would  per- 
form his  royal  fundion  with  the  utmoft  attention  and 
affiduity,  accurately  inquiring  into  the  conditions  of 
his  people,  and  carefully  inveftigating  the  circumftan- 
ces  rebtive  to  every  matter  on  which  he  was  to  deli- 
ver his  judgment.— —^«rf  ha  fling  right  eotfnefs  :■  tak- 
ing care  that  all  his  decifions  (hould  be  executed  with 
the  greateft  difpatch  and  alacrity,  that  righteoufnefs, 
Uke  the  mighty  waters,  might  ipeedily  run  its  courfe 
through  all  his  dominions.  Caufes  brought  for  judg- 
ment (hould  not  be  protraded ;  juftice  Ihould  not  be 
delayed ;  fentences  mould  not  be  deferred ;  nor  was 

*  Ifaiah  xxxviu.  3.       f  PfaL  cz;(xit.  5.      %  Amos  Ix.  xi. 

the 


1 1  a  LECTURES  on  taz     Chap.  XVI* 

the  eisecuticm  of  them  to  be  retarded.-^— Thefe  pre- 
didions  were  remarkably  verified  in  Hezekiah^  king 
of  Judah,  who  is  reprefented,  in  fcripture,  as  having 
been  one  of  the  beft  kings  that  ever  reigned  over  the 
pofterity  of  Ifrael :  *  After  him  was  none  like  hint 
^  among  ail  the  kings  of  Judah,  nor  any  that  were 

*  before  him  •/  He  was  eminently  remarkable  for 
his  ftrong  attachment  to  truth,  juflice,  and  righteoul^ 
nefs,  and  other  virtues  which  give  dignity  to  a  prince^ 
as  is  abundantly  evide;nt  from  the  hiftory  of  the  Old 
Teftament,  After  the  wonderful  deftrudion  of  Sen« 
nacherib's  army»  his  throne  was  eltablifhed  according 
to  this  predidion ;  he  was  refpefted  by  his  fubje&s^ 
and  honoured  by  neighbouring  nations. 

What  is  here  affirmed  concerning  the  throne  of 
Hezekiah,  may  be  juflly  applied,  and  indeed  mod 
properly  belongs,  in  a  much  higher  fenfe,  to  the  king- 
4om  of  Jefus  Chrifl.  This  is  a  circumftance  which 
will  be  contemplated  with  real  pleafure  by  all  who 
love  him  in  fincerity.  In  his  kingdom,  to  which,  I 
fuppofe,  Ifaiah  looked  forward  by  the  fpirit  of  pro- 
phecy, the  foregoing  predi£tions  receive  a  fpiritual 
accomplifhment,  as  their  ultimate  completion.  To 
the  Mefliah,  a  throne  is  given ;  and  this  throne  is 
eftabliihed  in  mercy  and  grace,  as  it  is  written, 
Prov.  XX.  28.  *  Mercy  and  truth  preferve  the  king, 

*  and  his  throne  is  upholden  by  mercy/  It  is  there- 
fore emphatically  ftyled,  by  the  writer,  of  the  EpifUe 

*  to  the  Hebrews,  *  The  throne  of  grace  }*  from 
whence  he  difpen£6s  to  his  people,  with  the  utmoft 
generofity  and  liberality,  the  moft  valuable  blef- 
fings.— — Upon  this  throne  he  fits,  who  is  perfe&ly 
free  from  all  guile  and  diffimulation ;  who  is  tnith' 
itfelf,  and  in  whom  the  predidions  delivered  by  the 
prophets  receive  their  fulfilment.^— ^He  is  enthron- 

,  ed  in  the  true  and  heavenly  tabernacle,  whicii  the 
Lord,  and  not  man,  hath  built^^here  he  feigns 

*  1  Kingi  xYUi.  5. 

as 
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as  King  over  his  church  for  ttvtt.^-^'-'^yndging'i  fearch- 

iog  into  th^  caufes  that  are  laid  before  him ;  determi- 

Btng  with  confummate  equity,  and  the  utlnoft  difpatcfa, 

all  the  matters  reladve  to  his  kingdom.    ^  Juftice  and 

*  judgment  are  the  habitation  of  his  tbtone :  mercy 

'  and  truth  fliall  go  before  his  face  ^Z^-*^-* As  Jefus 

Chrift,  who  ftionld  arife  from  Judah,  \f  as  to  ^oliib 

aU  oppreflion  and  iniquity  l>y  his  r^;al  power,  our 

prophet  natu^^ally  fugg^fts  the  properties  of  his  throne 

and  gorernment  as  a  powerful  argumeol:  to  <convkKe 

the  Moabites,  into  whofe  hands  ti^i^  prophecy  might 

fall,  that  compliance  with  the  abbve  advices  was  the 

beft  way  that  they  could  take  to  mitigate,  if  not  pre« 

vent,  che  calamities  with  which  they  were  threatened, 

and  to  acqiure  the  favour  of  the  prince,  whofe  throne 

he  defcribed.^— — Let  the  children  of  Zion  be  joyful 

in  their  King,  whole  throne  is  for  ever  uid  ev<er  \  and 

who  bimlelf  is  jud  and  righteous,  meek,  and  having 

£d?at]OH«     Though,  by  your  fubje^oii  to  him,  ^oH 

may  not  enjoy  worldly  ridies  or  faonoui's,  but  may  be 

cxpofpd  to  poverty  and  contenupt^  you  ihaU  hav^ 

peace  of  confcieiuie,  divine  prc^edion,  and  eternal 

life  in  tfie  fociety  of  angels,  and  a  crown  of  glorf 

that  £edeth  not  away, 

6  %  We  have  heard  of  the  pride  of  Moab, 
(he  is  very  proud)  even  of  his  haUgtltinefe,  and 
his  pride,  and  his  wrath :  6ul  his  licsjhall  not  te 

In  thefe  words,  the  re^on  is  pointed  out  why  the 
foregoing  advices  would  be  reje£ted  by  the  Moabites* 
This  was  lio  oth^i-  than  the  .pride  and  haughtinefs  of 
thai  people,  which  ftirred  them  up  againft  the  Jew§, 
and  made  them  flatter  themfelves  with  the  hopes  of 
long-continued  profperity.    Several  caufes  might  con* 

tribute  to  cberilh  the  natural  vanity  of  their  minds, 

« 

'^  Piid.  Ixxxtx.  14. 

Vol.  U.  P  for 
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for  which,  a3  a  people,  they  were  very  remarkable. 
Among  tbefei  may  be  reckoned  their  ftrong  cities,  and 
fortified  places,  which  feemed  to  promife  them  fecu^ 
rity  from  danger,  and  the  friendfliip  of  Aflyria,  with 
whom  they  were  probably  at  this  time  allied,  fo  that 
they  had  little  to  fear  from  that  quarter.  On  thefe, 
and  other  accounts,  they  were  greatly  elated  with 
pridCr  Of  this  unhappy  temper  which  prevailed 
among  the  Moabites,  our  prophet,  his  countrymen 
the"  Jews,  and  the  neighbouring  nations,  had  often 
h^ard.  It  was  generally  known,  and  acknowledged 
ds  a  true  report,  that  Moab  wa«  very  proud.  Pride 
and  haughtinefs  reached  their  highefl  fummit  among 
that  people }  and,  as  frequently  happens,  they  were 
accompanied  with  wrath  and  indignation  againft  thofe 
•jwho  prefumed  ta  diftate  to  them,  to  give  them  ad- 
vice, or  to  oppoie  them  in  their  fentiments  and  in* 
terefb.— — fJ//  lies  Jhall  not  be  fo  ;  or,  Hi»  lies  arc 
Vdhij  and  to  po  purpofe,  as  the  words  may.  be  tranf- 
lated.  The  Moabites  had  among  them  diviners,  who 
prophefied  to  them  falfe  things,  whereby  they  were 
dreadfully  deluded  and  impofed  upofi.  In  the  end, 
all  thefe  divinations  were  to  prove  vain  and  fruitlefs, 
and  then  they  would  be  undeceived*  Our  prophet, 
forefeeing  the  rejedion  of  his  counfel,  foretels  what 
v^outd  be  the  certain  confequences  of  their  pride  and 
obftinacy,  which  he  immediately  proceeds  to  repre- 
ient« 

7  Therefore  fliall  Moab  howl  for  Moab,  every 
one  fhall  howt :  for  the  foundations  of  Kir- 
harefeth  fhall  ye  mourn,  furely  tbey  are  flricken. 

In  this  and  the  following  verfe,  the  calamities  are 
defcribed  which  were  to  be  infiided  on  the  Moabites, 
for  defpifing  the  good  advices  which  were  given 

them. One  part  of  the  inhabitants  of  Moab  were 

to  howl  and  lament  over  the  miferies  which  were  fuf- 
tained  by  the  other :  diftrefs  and  ibrrow  was  to  fpread 
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a  contagion  through  the  whole  land,  until  they 
became  fo  general,  that  every  one  ^ould  mourn  and 
howl.  For  the  foundations  of  Rir-harefethy  &c. 
This  feems  to  have  been  the  name  of  a  confiderable 
city  in  the  land  of  Moab ;  and  was  probably  the  very 
&me  place  that  was  called  Kir,  in  the  beginning  of 
this  prophecy.^! — -The  foundations  of  this  dty  were 
to  be  ftricken,  which  would  give  rife  to  the  mourning 
here  foretold.  The  word  XTznULzXtAfcxtndations^  figni- 
fies  alfo,  bottles  J  flaggom^  or  large  vejjils^  wherein  li- 
quor  is  kept ;  which  is  perhaps  the  preferable  fenfe 
here,  it  being  more  natural  to  fay,  that  foundations 
are  deftroyed,  and  that  veifels  ari:  ftricken.  To  this 
i^terpreCatiou  I  am  the  rather  inclined^  as,  i^  the  be- 
ginning of  next  verfe,  the  vine  of  Sibmah  is  mencioa* 
ed,  which  would  require  rnany  large  veflcls  to  contain 
its  fruits.  Thefe  vefTels  being  ftricken  and  broken^ 
would  give  occafion  to  lamentation  and  forrow,  efpe- 
(ciaJIy  when  taken  in  conjunction  'with  wh^t  follows 
in  the  next  verfe, 

8  For  the  fields  of  Hefhbon  languifh,  and 
the  vine  of  Sibmah,  the  lords  of  the  Heathen 
have  broken  down  the  principal  plants  thereof^ 
they  are  come  even,  unto  Jazer,  they  wandered 
through  the  wildernefs,  her  branches  are  ftretch*- 
ed  out,  they  ?ire  gone  oyer  the  fea^ 

* 

Heflibon  was  the  name  of  a  city  in  Moab,  which 
was  furrounded  with  vineyards,  very  fruitful  fields, 
and  rich  pafture-grounds.  At  the  time  to  which  this 
prophecy  referred,  the  fields  fituated  in  the  vicinity 
of  this  city  languifhcd,  and  loft  the  beautiful,  luxyri- 
anc  appearance  which  they  were  wont  to  aflfume,  be* 
caufe  a  fufficient  number  of  hands  were  not  left  to 
cultivate  and  improve  them,  the  people  being  either 
engaged  in  military  fervices,  or  Y  %  ing  fled  before  the 
enemy,  or  already  wafted  bv  flaughter.— T^it^  vine 
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cf  Sihtnab^  &c  Though  this  place  h  feldom  tntn-t 
tioned  in  fcripture,  U  appears,  from  tvbat  is  here  faid^ 
that  it  i^as  renowned  for  the  excellent  vines  which  it 
produced.  When  this  predi£^ion  was  ful(i))ed,  they 
Vftse  in  a  hngniihing  ftate  ;  the  enemies  at  Mpab, 
called  the  i.ords  of  the  Heathen^  having  plucked  up  the 
beft  pkAts,  and  broken  off  the  branches,  and  carrie4 
tbem  fo  Jazef.  The  land  of  Jazer,  which  is  faid  to 
have  been  abotit  fifteen  miles  from  Heihbon,  was 
pitched  0n  by  the  Reubenites  and  Gadites,  as  a  pro-^ 
per  place  for  feeding  cattle ;  aqd  therefore  they  re« 
qtiefted  Mofes  and  Eleazar,  and  the  princes  of  the 
congregation^  that  it  might  be  given  to  them  for  a 
poiTeflidi^**  The  wines  of  Hefhbon  and  Sibmah, 
having  been  in  high  rejputation  among  the  princes  and 
great  men  of  neighbouring  nations,  vines  of  the  fpe« 
cies  which  grew  in  thefe  places^'  were  propagated  not 
only  over  all  the  land  of  Moab,  but  cions  of  them  were 
lent  over  feas  into  foreign  countries.  A^d^  at  the 
period^to  which  our  prophet  looked  fori^ard,  wheli 
this  prediction  fliould  be  verified,  thefe  Vines  vere  tQ 
be  almod  totally  demolifhed,  and  left  in  an  xinculti^t 
vated  condition ;  and  many  of  them  were  to  be  diA 
perfed  through  the  wildernefs  of  Moab.  Striking 
proofs  of  the  deplorable,  forlorn  fta^te  of  that  king*^ 
dom! 

9  %  Therefore  I  will  bewail  with  the  weeping 
of  Jazer,  the  vine  of  Sibmah :  I  will  water  thee 
with  my  tears,  O  Hefhbon,  and  Elealeh  :  for  the 
ihouting  for  thy  fymmer-fruits,  and  for  thy  har^ 
veft,  is  fallen. 

Our  prophet,  contemplating  the  calamities  which 
he  had  predided,  in  his  own  name,  and  perfonating 
the  Moabites,  declares  what  was  his  own  determina* 
^ipn,  and  what  would  be  their  conduft,  in  the  time 

f  Numb,  xxxii.  i.  tt/eq. 

of 
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of  their  diftrefs»— — /  will  bewail j  with  tears  af  for <r 
row,  and  bitter  lamentations,  the  defolation  of  the 

fields  of  He&bon,  and  the  vine»  of  Sibmah. Witb^ 

the  weeping  ofjazer  ;  with  thofe  ftrong  expreflions  of 
ibrrow  that  the  inhabitants  of  that  place  had  mourne4 
over  fome  great  lofs,  or  to  which  their  dedrudtion 
had  given  rife.——/  will  water  thecy  0  Hcjbbon^  and 
Elealeby  with  m  teqrs^  which  fhall  flow  in  fuch  abun« 
dance,  as  to  moiften  fome  of  thy  negle^ed  fields  s^nd 
vineyards.— —-JR?r  thejhoutin^^  &c-  When  the  people 
of  Moab  were  employed  in  gathering  the  fummer- 
fniitS)  in  colleding  the  vintage,  and  reaping  their 
barveft,  they  enlivened  and  encouraged  each  other  by 
joyful  acclamations.  In  this  manner  they  might 
amnfe  tbemfelves  at  proper  feafons,  and  be  thereby 
excited  to  proceed  in  their  work  with  greater  alacrity 
and  pleafure.  Thefe  loud  and  joyful  fliouts  were  to 
fall  low,  and  ceafe.  All  their  mirth  and  feftivity  were 
to  be  laid  afide ;  and  the  whole  joyous  fgene  es^hibited 
In  the  feafons  of  grape-gathering,  and  reaping  the 
corns,  was  to  b^  reverfed  in  the  land  of  Moab,  and 
to  be  fucceede4  by  defolation  ^nd  {nourning. 

IO  And  gladnefs  is  taken  away,  and  joy  out 
of  the  plentiful  field^  and  in  the  vineyards  there 
(hall  be  no  finging,  neither  fliall  there  be  (hout- 
ing :  the  treaders  fhall  tread  out  no  wine  in  their 
prefles  j  I  have  made  their  vintage^Oxoxxtmg  to 
ceafe. 

The  Moabttes  were  accuftomed  to  reap  their  luxu- 
riant  crops  with  much  joy  and  gladnefs,  and  to  gather 
the  grapes  of  their  vineyards  with  finging  and  fliout- 
ing.  Being  worldly  men,  who  had  their  portion  in 
this  prefent  life,  and  the  fruits  of  the  vine  and  of  the 
field  being  of  all  others  the  mod  excellent  and  va- 
luable, they  had  no  greater  joy  thati  that  which  they 
felt  on  thefe  occafions.  Our  prophet  therefore,  in 
^cfcribing  the  calamities  with  which  they  were  to  be 

vifited. 
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vifited,  on  account  of  their  incorrigible  tranfjo^refiions, 
fuits  the  reprefentation  to  the  prevailing  fentimqpits  of 
that  people.  As  they  placed  their  chief  happinefs  in 
the  things  of  this  world,  he  declares,  that  the  defola- 
tion  which  they  would  greatly  lament,  (hould  arife 
froni  their  being  deprived  of  worldly  abundance,  and 
the  joy  wherewith  the  poffeffion  of  it  was  accompa-? 

nied. The  whole  predidion  before  us,  delivered 

in  language  greatly  diverfiiied,  plainly  intimates,  that 
the  time  was  then  faft  approaching,  when  the  mife? 
ries  that  were  coming  upon  Moab,  would  deprive 
them  of  all  the  joy  and  gladnefs,  the  Tinging,  ihout-* 
ing,  and  feftivity,  which  they  had  hitherto  enjoyed 
in  ptofperity.-^ That  fo  great  were  to  be  the  fore- 
told calamities  with  which  the  land  (hould  be  vifited, 
that  forrow  and  anguiih,  weeping,  howling,  and  la- 
mentation, (hould  be  fubftituted  in  their  place,  and 
prevail  as  univerfally  among  the  inhabitants,  in  the 
time  of  their  diftrefs,  as  (he  oppofue  pra£lices  ha^ 
done  in  happier  days. 

1 1  Wherefore  my  bowels  (hall  found  like  ai^ 
harp  for  Moab,  and  n\ine  inward  parts  for  Kir?^ 
hare(h. 

Ifaiah,  with  his  accudomed  elegance,  pathetically 
defcribes  the  tender,  painful  emotions  which  he  would 
feel,  on  account  olF  the  diftreflfeg  of  Moab.  Thefe 
compafiionate  feelings  he  illuftrates  by  a  beautiful 
fimilitude.  My  bowels  Jhall  found  lih  a  harp^  which 
IS  a  mufical  inftrument,  the  ftrings  of  which  being 
extended,  pre(red  with  the  hand,  and  touched  with 
the  fingers,  emits  a  pleafant,  melodious,  grave  found. 
In  like  manner,  when  the  inward  parts  are  diftended 
with  grief,  when  the  animal  fpirits  are  deprelTed,  and 
the  bowels  are  moved,  the  heart,  thus  oppreflfed  and 
overcharged,  feeks  relief  in  fobs  and  fighs,  which 
form  a  found,  in  fome  refpefls,  like  a  mournful 
tune.    Similar  expreiBons  with  that  now  before  us 

frequently 
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Ireqaently  occur  in  fcripture  *•  The  words  import^ 
that  our  prophet's  bowels  were  to  be  fenfibly  touched 
bf  the  calamities  of  Moab,  and  his  inward  parts  fo 
firongly  moved  by  the  diftrelTes  of  Kir-harefh,  as  to 
{iroduce  a  mournful,  affefting  found,  expreflive  of  his 
poignant  forrow. 

12  f  And  it  (hall  come  to  pafs,  when  it  is 
feen  that  Moab  is  weary  on  the  high  place,  that 
he  (hall  come  to  his  lanftuary  to  pray,  but  he 
Ihall  not  prevail. 

The  anfuccefsful  attempt  of  the  Moabites,  to  efcape 
the  foretold  defolation,  is  here  (Irongly  depided.— » 
After  the  above-mentioned  threatened  judgments  had 
become  vifible,  by  their  execution  on  Moab,  that 
people  were  to  become  weary  of  the  high  place  to 
which  they  had  reforted,  that  they  might  facriiice  to 
their  gods  on  altars,  which  were  commonly  erefted 
on  places  of  eminence,  that  they  might  weep  before 
them,  and  implore  their  affiftance.  Having  wearied 
themfelvcs  in  vain  in  the  fervice  of  their  idols,  their 
cries,  lamentations,  and  facrifices,  having  accompliflv- 
ed  no  valuable  purpofe,  they  would  defifl  from  thefe 

pradices,  and  take  another  courfe. Hejball  come 

to  bisfanSuary  to  pray^  but  hejhall  not  prevail.  The 
Moabites  fatigued  with  fruitlefs  expedients,  which 
hitherto  had  produced  no  good  effeft,  they  would  re- 
pair to  Jerufalem,  where  was  the  fanduary  of  the 
<Jod  of  Ifrael,  that  they  might  fupplicate  relief  from 
diftrefs,  and  his  meVciful  interpofition  in  their  behalf^ 
But  they  (hall  not  prevail :  they  fliall  not  be  able  to 
reach  the  fanduary  of  the  Lord,  being  prevented  by 
their  enemies ;  and,  though  fome  of  them  might  get 
there,  they  Ihall  not  prevail  with  God  to  obtain  de- 
liverance, who  had  determined,  for  juft  reafons,  to 
afflia  them  in  the  manner  foretold. ^Tbe  word^ 

*  Job  XXX.  21*  Jer.  iv.  lo. 

admit 
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admit  of  anothar  interpretation.  Alnioft  every  nation 
anciently  had  their  £in£tuartes,  as  wdl  as  their  altarg 
and  gods,  fo  that  Moab  might  alfo  have  a  fan£biaf  y* 
Having  betaken  themfelves  without  fuccefs  to  the  akar, 
and  there  in  vain  invoked  their  idols^  they  ixrould  ea^ 
ter  into  the  principal  fanduary  or  tetany  tvherein 
tvas  placed  the  image  of  theii-  god  Cheraoih,  and  there 
pour  out  prayers  to  him  for  afSftance  and  deBverance* 
But  they  ihall  not  prevail.  This  expedient  was  n6t 
10  be  attended  with  any  good  e&d,  nor  were  they  to 
obtain  by  it  any  valuable  advantage.  This  was  the 
lad  ihift  of  the  Moabices,  when  conllifling  v^ith  va^ 
tious  calamities  i  they  cf  i«d  to  their  god  for  that  re^ 
lief  which  they  couid  not  obtain.  Thus  did  they 
experience  the  vanity  of  their  footifli  and  abfurd  foper- 
fiition,  and  the  utter  infufficiency  of  thdr  idols  to 

ideiiver  tbem  from  mifery. In  the  temper  and  con- 

«du£k  of  Moab,  we  fee  a  lively  imnfjt  of  our  own  foo£flt 
temper  and  condod:.  The  Lord  God,  by  his  fervancs^ 
hath  denounced  the  moft  awful  threatenings  againft 
us,  as  the  juft  defert  of  our  tran^reffions^  the  exectu 
iion  of  which  ihall  be  followed  with  weeping,  waiU 
ing,  and  gna&ing  of  teeth.  That  we  may  efeape 
thofe  terrible  judgments  to  which  we  have  expofed 
ourfeives,  he  hath  been  gracioufly  pleafed  to  give  us 
the  moft  falntary  advices,  pointing  out  how  We  may 
avoid  deferved  calamities,  and  become  his  faithfid 
fubjeds,  whofe  throne  is  eAabttibed  in  mercy.  By 
defpifmg  his  good  counfel,  we  ihall  incur  the  dreadU 
fut  eiFe£ts  of  his  difpleafure,  froni  which  human  wiC- 
dom  and  power  cannot  poflibly  extricate  us^  Let  us 
then  learn  inftrudion  from  the  obftinacy  and  pride  of 
Moab,  and  diligently  beware  that  we  harden  not  our 
hearts  againft  his  fear,  nor  rejed):  his  counfel  againft 
oorfelve^.  ^  Hear  inftrndion,  be  wife,  and  refuie  it 
*  not.* 

13  This  is  the  word  that  the  Lord  hath  fpo- 
ken  concerning  Moab  fance  that  Ume. 

The 
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The  prophecy  ccnclude9  with  a  folemn  afluinnce 
of  its  divine  aathority,  and  certain  accomplilhment 
within  a  limited  time,  ■  This  which  you  hare  now 
heard,  is  the  difcourfe  which  Ifdiah  delivered  con- 
cermng.the  defolation  of  Moab.  This,  (aith  he,  is 
the  word  that  the  Lord  hath  fpoken ;  the  true  fay- 
ings  of  God,  and  not  of  man,  and  therefore  they 
ihall  certainly  be  fulfilled  in  thieir  feafon.  ^  God  is 
^  not  a  man,  that  he  ihould  lie,  nor  the  fon  of  man, 
^  that  he  (hould  repent :  \izih  he  faid,  and  (hall  he 
^  not  do  it  ?  or  hath  he  fpoken,  and  (hall  he  not 

*  make  it  good.   .Behold,  I  have  received  command>- 
^  ment  to  fpeak ;  and  he  hath  fpoken,  and  I  cannot 

*  reverie  it  •.*  He  abideth  faithful  j  he  cs^nnot  dci^y 
himfelf :  the  united  oppofltion  of  earth  and  bell  can- 
not fruftrate  his  deligns,  nor  prevent  him  from  exe* 
cuting  his  promifes  and  threatenings.-^— — This  much 
die  Lord  fpake  concerning  Moab  long  ago^  or  (ince 
the  time  in  which  that  people  became  the  fubj^  of 
prophecy.  Or  the  words  may  be  rendered,  This  is 
that  word  which  the  Lord  then  fpake  concerning 
Moab ;  namely,  in  the  yes^r  King  Ahaz  died.  Ac- 
cording  to  this  interpretation,  the  expreflion  may 
ferve  to  afcertain  the  date  of  this  prophecy,  which 
bath  the  time  of  its  accompliftiinent  fixed  in  the  foU 
jowing  verfe, 

14  But  now  the  Lord  hath  fpoken,  faying, 
Within  three  years,  as  the  years  pf  aa  hireling, 
and  the  glory  of  Moab  (hall  be  contemned,^  with 
all  that  great  multitude  i  and  the  remnant  Jball 
be  very  fmall  and  fe^ble^ 

At  the  time  wherein  God  was  pleafed  to  reyeal  his 
mind  to  our  prophet,  he  thus  (pake,  Witbin,  three 
jears,  as  the  years,  of  an  bireling^  &c.  The  WQrds  msiy 
denote,  that  from  the  time  of  the  delivery,  until  the 

*  Nofflb.  xxiii.  19,  20. 

Vol.il  q^  fulfiltnciiti 
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fulfilment  of  the  prpphecy^  ixras  to  be  exa&ly  ttiree 
years  i  or,  that  from  the  perio^d  in  which  the  accompH&r 
inent  of  the  predictions  commenced,  until  all  the  glory 
pf  Mqab  ihpuld  be  treated  with  contempt,  was  to  be 

precifely  three  yearS,-^ As  th^  years  of  {tn  hireling^ 

who  labpurs,  during  a  fet  time,  for  a  ftipMlate(l  re- 
ward.    As  fopn  as  the  time  agreed  upon  i^  expired,, 
which  is  commonly  reckpned  with  the  gr^ateft  accu- 
racy, and  his  engagements  are  performed,  his  wages 
are  dems^nded.     I'he  years  pf  an  hireling  are  often 
troublefpme  ancl  vexatious,  through  the  toil,  weari- 
nefs,  and  forrpw,  which  he  is  obliged  to  endure.   By 
this  fiTnilitu^e,  therefore,  is  reprefented  the  afflidion 
'  and  diftrefs  to  which  the  Moabites  were  to  be  fub- 
jeded  during  this  period,  and  the  precife  length  of 
time  which  was  to  elapfe,  from  the  delivery  to  the  ac^ 
Compliihraent  of  the  prpph^y,  when         The  glory 
of  Moap  fiaJl  bfi  contemned^  with  all  that  gr^at  multh: 
tude,  &c.     The  glory  and  multitude  of  I^oab,  con- 
fifted  in  the  ftrength  and  nymber  pf  their  cities,  their 
inhabitant^,  and  their  foldiers,  with  all  the  riches  and 
opulence  whereof  they  bpafted.  .  All  their  ftrength 
and  magnificence  were  foon  to  be  confidered  as  iniig* 
nificc^t,  and  defpifed  by  the  armies  which  were  to  at- 
tack, invade,  and  cpnquer  them.--r-— ^n^  the  remnant 
Jhall  be  very/mail  and  feebk*     The  few  who  were  to 
efcape  the  general  devaftation,   deprived  of  their 
wealth,  driven  from  their  habitations,  ?nd  enfeebled 
by  fatigue  and  hard  (hips,  were  to  becpnie  weak  and 
languid.- — ^This  prophecy  having  been  publiflied, 
according  to  my  fuppoiition,  at  the  fame  time  with 
the  former,  in  the  year  king  Ahaz  died,  when  the 
Jews  much  needed  the  friendly  offices  of  the  IMfoab- 
ites,  it  muft  have  bfeen  fulfilled  in  the  third  year  of 
ihiezekiah's  reign,  after  the  death  of  his  father,  when 
Salmanezer,  king  pf  AfTyria,  went  on  an  expedition 
againft  the  Ephraimites,  afTaulted  the  Moabites,  and 
^euroyed  their  cities.     Being  fo  dofely  conneSed 
^ith  the  fpeedy  accomplifhment  nvhichit  received,  it 

vojild 
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would  afford  a  ftriking  proof  of  the  divine  infpiradon 
of  our  fSrophet  to  his  cotempofaries,  who  attended  to 
predidions,  and  their  correfponding  events.  To  .us 
who  enjov  the  evidence  fbr  the  truth  of  divine  revela- 
tion, which,  initead  of  being  diminifhed  through 
length  of  time,  is  daily  incre^fing,  eveiy  new  acconv- 
pliminent  of  prophecy  gives  a  new  atteftation  to  it^ 
iacred  authority,  and  ought  to  confirm  bur  faith  ixi 
%hat  is  therein  declared; 


tRELIMI. 
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> 

PRELIMINARY  OBSERVATIONS. 

THE  fourth  difcourfe  contained  in  the  fecond 
part  of  thefe  prophecies,  is  recorded  in  this  and 
the  following  chapter.  In  the  chapter  now  before  us, 
the  prophet  treats  of  the  future  fortunes  of  the  Sy^ 
rians,  who  t^ere  joined  in  alliance  with  Ephrainij  for 
the  purpofe  of  invading  Judah,  and  befieging  Jeru(a« 
lem.  He  ihews,  that,  ere  long,  Damafcus,  which  was 
the  capitd  of  Syria,  fliould  be  totally  deftroyed,  and 
the  kingdom,  of  which  it  was  the  metropolis,  fiipuld 
be  aboli(hed.-^-*-^That,  at  the  fame  time,  the  kingdom 
of  Ephraim  was,  by  a  great  defeat,  to  be  deprived  of 
its  ftrength  and  beauty.  To  thefe  predidions  are 
fubjoined  a  noble  defcription  of  the  formidable  inva* 
fion,  and  fudden  overthrow  of  Sennacherib,  king  of 
Affyria,  exadly  correfponding  with  the  event.— *— -By 
this  prophecy,  the  Almighty  hath  clearly  ihewn,  that 
all  thofe,  however  powerful  they  may  be,  t^ho  endea^ 
vour  to  vex  and  injure  his  people,  (hall,  in  the  end, 
be  difappointed,  and  fuffer  his  righteous  vengeance.-— 
The  whole  difcourfe  may  be  diftributed  mto  four 
parts.  The  firft  announces  the  fixed  determinatioA 
of  the  Mod  High  refpefting  l3amafcus,  ver.  i<  a,  3. 
The  fecond  declares  the  decree  which  he  had  formed 
concerning  the  EphraimitefS,  ver.  4. — 1 1.  The  third 
unfolds  his  putpofe  as  to  the  Aflyrians,  ver.  1 2, 1 3, 1 4* 
The  laft  foretels  the  overthrow  of  the  Affyrian  army^ 
chap,  xviii.  which  is  otdered  to  be  puUifhed  to  the 
whole  world* 


CHAP.    XVIL 

nPHE  burden  of  DatnafcuSi   Behold,  Damaf^ 
■*•    cus  is  taken  away  from  b&ing  a  city,  anid 
it  fliall  be  a  ruinous  heap. 

Damafcus^ 
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Damafcds,  which  was  the  metropolis  of  the  king- 
dom of  Syria,  was  fitualed  in  a  rich  plain,  upon  the 
river  Chryforchoas,  about  one  hundred  and  forty 
miles  fouth  from  Jeru&lem,  and  nearly  as  far  north 
from  Antioch.  It  is  perhaps  the  mod  ancient  city  in 
the  known  world,  being  mentioned  as  exifting  in  the 
days  of  the  patriarch  Abraham  *  \  and  is  faid  to  have 
been  one  of  the  moft  delightful  places  on  the  earth, 
llie  adjacent  country  is  famous  for  ttie  greiit  abun« 
dance  of  plants,  flowers,  and  fruits,  of  almoft  every 
kind,  which  it  producied.  Though,  ip  the  revolution 
of  ages,  it  hath  been  aflaulted  and  defolated,  and  fu& 
fered  many  changes,  it  ftill  remains  in  exiftence« 
Wbilft  larger  and  ftronger  cities  have  periihed,  and 
been  buri^  in  ruins,  it  is  ftill  refpeded  on  account 
of  its  riches.  In  procefs  of  time,  this  city  became 
the  metropolis  of  the  kingdom  of  Syria :  between 
which,  and  the  pofterity  of  Ifrael,  there  were  almoft 
coorinual  wars,  which  originated  from  different 
caciies,  and  terminated  with  various  fuccefles ;  and 
therefore  aa  infpired  writer  remarks,  as  an  uncom« 
mon  circumftance,  that  three  years  elapfed  without 
war  between  Syria  and  Ifrael  f  •  Among  the  kings  of 
Syria,  three  are  mentioned  in  the  facred  hiftory,  who 
pricvoufly  vexed  and  diftrefled  the  Ifraelites ;  namely, 
fienhadad,  Hazael,  and  his  fon  Benhadad.  Though 
Judah  lay  at  a  greater  diftance  from  Syria  than  the 
^phraimites,  they  were  often  at  variance  with  each 
other.  Thefe  animofities  and  differences  fometimes 
iffued  in  favour  of  the  one  nation,  and  fometimes  in 
£ivour  of  the  other,  according  as  the  Almighty  wai 
bieafed  to  order,  for  carrying  forward  the  defigns  of 
his  all-vnfe  providence.  Rezin,  who  now  fat  upon 
the  throne  of  Syria,  inflamed  with  the  defire  of  grati- 
^ring  his  ambition  and  revenge,  having  joined  in  cour 
federacy  with  Pekah,  king  of  Ifrael,  meditated  the 
d^rufldon  of  Jerufalem.  Being  after  >vard  vanquiflied 

*  Ccn.  !▼.  a*  t  I  Kings  xxiL  x. 

and 
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Vrere  no  longer  to  retain  their  former  importance  an4  * 
grandeur,  but  to  fink  into  obfcurity,  or  to  be  bptied 

in  ruins. Thenjhall  be  as  the  glory  of  the  (hildren 

pf  Jfraelj  fai^  the  Lord  of  hofts.  The  glory  of  the 
children  of  Ifrael,  of  which  I  had  occafion  to  fpeak^ 
iBvhen  treating  of  chap.  z.  3.  might  comprehend  all 
that  was  efteemed  excellent  and  valus^ble  by  that 
people;  their  religious  inftitutions,  their  military 
forces,  their  liberty  and  profperity,  their  princes  and 
refpe^able  men.  The  predidioii  imports,  that  the 
remnant  of  Syria  fliould  ifhare  the  fame  fate  with  the 
glory  of  Ifrael.  Their  kingdom  was  to  be  Jeftroyed  \ 
their  ftrong  cities  were  to  be  demoliihed  \  their  belt 
citizens  were  to  be  fpoiled  of  their  riches  and  dignity, 
and  carried  away  captives  into  a  foreign  land.  As 
thefe  two  powers  of  Ifrael  and  Syria  bad  united  11^ 
hoftile  defigns  againft  Judah,  fo  they  were  to  partici- 
pate  in  the. fame,  or  very  fimilar  calamities',  as  the 
juft  retribution  of  their  daring  prefvimptipp.— ~Tq 
give  certainty  and  effed  to  thefe  prediftions,  H  \s  ad- 
ded, Saith  the  Lord  rf  hq/is.  Thii  prophecy  feema 
to  have  received  its  accdmpliihment  in  the  third  or 
fourth,  year  of  Ahaz,  when  Tiglathrpilefer,  king  of 
AiTyria,  went  up  againft  Damafcus,  and  took  it,  and 
carried  the  inhabitanta  captives  to  ELir,  and  flew  Rezin. 
Though  after  that  period  Damafcus  be  often  mention- 
ed, another  city  feems  to  be  intended  than  that  which 
was  anciently  the  capital  of  Syrisi,  which  kingdom 
was  never  more  re-eftabliihed  in  its  former  power  and 

grandeur. ^From  this  prophecy,  we  deduce  a  clear 

proof  of  our  prophet's  divine  infpiration,  and  that  he 
fpake  as  he  was  moved  by  the  Holy  Qhoft.  He  not 
only  foretold  events  which  were  to  happen  at  remote 
periods  of  time,  but  thofe  alfo  which  were  foon  after 
to  be  accompliihed,  as  in  the  inftance  that  we  have 
now  been  confidering.  By  the  fulfilment  of  the  pre- 
didions  of  this  laft  fort,  the  people  among  whom  he 
lived,  would  have  opportunity  of  comparing  the  pro- 
phecy with  the  event,  and  obfervin^  the  exa&  corre- 

fpondence 
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ffx»de»ce  between  them,  and  their  faith,  in  his  prophe-: 
tical  charafter^  voiild  be  eftabli(hed  and  coafirmed. 
This  circumftaDce,  taken  tii  conjundion  with  others^ 
ought  to  confirm  our  belief  in  tne  divine  rnifEon  and 
infpiration  of  Ifaiah,  on  whbfe  teftimony  we  may  at 
all  times  fa&Iy  rely. 

4  And  in  that  day  it  fhall  come  to  pais,  that 
the  glory  of  Jacob  ihajl  be  made  tlH%  and  the 
fatnds  of  his  flefli  £hall  trax  kan. 

The  Ephraimites  having  beeh  guilty  of  Kimikt 
tranigreffions  with  the  Syrians,  bur  prophet  proceeds 
to  foretel,  that,  at  the  time  to  whicn  he  looked  for* 
waid^  they  fhould  fliare  with  them  in  piinifhmenL-*--* 
The  judgment  to  be  inflided  upon  them,  he  reprefents 
by  a  natural  fimilitude,  taken  from  a  perfen  exijoying 
health,  ftrengih^  snd  comelinefs,  wbo^  fuddenly  lofinff 
the  vigour  6f  his  conditution,  fobn  becomes  thin  ana 
emadated  ^  his  (Irength  fails,  his  bones  ftick  out,  and 
he  aflumes  quite  a  different  appearance  from  what  he 
formerly  made.  In  like  manner,  the  glory  of  Jacobs 
whkh  was  confUtuted  of  the  prudent,  refpedable,  and 
good  men  among  the  Ephraitnites,  with  all  that  con- 
tributed to  their  opulence,  Splendour,  and  niagnifi- 
cence,  was  to  be  remarkably  diminifixed,  and  taken 
away.  They  were  to  be  deprived  of  their  bed  citi* 
zens,  their  weahh,  and  their  ornamenls  f  their  cities 
were  to  be  divefted  of  thdr  treafures,  palaces,  and 
fordfication^,  and  only  a  few  poor  helplefs  people 
were  to  remain.  In-a  word^  whatever  they  efteemed 
excellent  and  valuable,  was  to  be  taken  away  {root 
thein..;^ — i-The  roval  prophet  points  out  the  proper 
improvement  of  tnis  article  in  thefe  words :  ^  Be  not 
^  thou  afraid  when  one  is  made  rich,  when  the  glory 

*  of  his  houfe  is  incr^afed.  I^or  when  he  dieth,  he 
^  fhall  carry  nodiing  away :  his  glory  fhall  not  defcend 

*  after  him  *.* 
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5  And  it  fhall  be  as  when  the  harveft-nian 
gathereth  the  corn,  and  reapeth  the  ears  with 
his  arm;  and  it  fhall  be  as  he  that  gathereth 
ears  in  the  valley  of  Rephaim. 

The  fubjeft  of  which  the  prophet  treats,  is  here 
illuftrated  by  another  fimilitude,  drawn  from  reaping 
fruits  in  fummer,  and  the  corns  in  haWeft,—— When 
grapes,  olives,  or  other  fruits,  are  gathered,  a  few, 
not  of  the  beft  fort,  are  left  upon  fome  of  the  branches. 
When  corns  are  reaped,  a  few  of  the  inferior  kind 
of  ears  are  left  here  and  there,  which  are  overlooked 
or  neglected.  By  thefe  comparifons,  our  prophet 
teaches,  that  the  enemies  of  Ephraim  were  to  cut 
them  down,  and  to  colled  together  all  their  riches, 
whilft  only  a  few  of  the  meaneft  fort  fhould  be  left  in 
the  land.  The  nation,  thpugh  fpoiled  of  their  beauty 
and  ftrength,  iat  the  time  to  which  the  prophecy  re- 
fers, was  not  to  be  wholly  deftroyed ;  fome  of  the 
people  were  dill  to  remain.  The  divine  judgment  to 
be  executed  on  Ephraim,  was,  in  fome  meafure,  to 
be  moderated.— —The  valley  of  Rephaim,  or  of 
giants,  as  the  word  fignifies,  was  a  rich  and  fruitftil 
plain,  at  no  great  diftance  from  Jerofatem,  in  which 
the  corns  grew  remarkably  ftrong  and  luxuriant ; 
great  care  therefore  would  be  taken  in  gleaning  the 
fields,  that  very  few  of  the  good  ears  might  be  left« 
By  this  refemblance,  is  reprefented  the  diligence  and 
fuccefs  of  the  enemies  of  Ifrael,  in  colleding  and  car- 
rying them  away  from  their  own  land,  fo  that  a  very 
inconfiderable  number  fhould  be  fuffered  to  continue 
in  it. 

6  {%  Yet  gleaning-grapes  (hall  be  left  in  it,  ai 
the  fhaking  of  an  olive-tree,  two  or  three  ber- 
ries in  the  top  of  the  uppermoft  bough,  four  or 
five  in  the  outmoft  fruitful  branches  thereof, 
faith  the  Lord  God  of  IfraeL 

The 
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The  calamity,  which  the  prophet  predided  in  the 
foregoing  verfes,  he  now  declares,  was  to  be  fo  miti- 
gated, that  fome  remains  of  Ifrael  (houid  be  left  in 
their  own  land*  This  fubjed  he  illuftrates  in  the 
verfe  before  us,  by  a  fimilitude  taken  from  what  hap-» 
pens  in  the  time  of  vintage  and  olive-gathering. 
When  the  grapes  ate  pulled,  and  the  olives  are  fhaken, 
a  few  are  left  on  the  tops  of  the  higheft  branches, 
which  the  hand  cannot  reach,  and  fome  upon  the  out- 
moft  branches  which  efcape  the  eye  of  the  gatherer. 
In  like  manner,  it  ihould  come  to  pafs,  when  the 
Ephraimites  were  to  be  gathered  by  the  Aflyrians, 
only  a  few  of  the  lefs  refpefbable  and  lefs  confpicuous 
people  were  to  be  allowed  tq  remain  in  the  land, 
whilft  the  more  rich  and  opulent  were  to  be  led  cap- 
tive into  foreign  countries.—— To  give  certainty  and 
firmnefs  to  this  predidion,  the  following  folemn  words 
are  fubjoined :  Saitb  the  L^rd  God  of  Ifraely  who  or- 
ders and  adjufts  every  circumftance  relative  tp  his  ' 
people;  and  who  hath  dec^red,  that  he  will  not 
make  a  full  end  of  them,  but  will  correA  them  in 
meafure,  though  he  will  not  leave  them  altogether 
ynpunifhedn 

7  At  that  day  fliall  a  man  look  to  his  Makerj 
and  his  eyes  fhall  have  refpeiS;  to  the  holy  One 
of  Ifrael. 

The  fulfilment  of  the  above  prediflions  (hould  be 
accompanied  with  the  converfion  of  fome  of  the 
Ephraimites  to  the  fervice  of  the  living  and  true 
God. At  the  period  wherein  the  predifted  judg- 
ments were  to  be  executed,  when  fome  of  the  Ifrael- 
ites  were  to  be  left  as  gleaning  grapes,  this  prophecy 
ihould  be  fulfilled.  That  people,  by  apoftatizing  from 
the  God  of  their  fathers  to  the  worfbip  of  dead  idols, 
brought  upon  themfelves  the  direful  cabmities  men- 
tioned in  the  preceding  verfes.  Thofe  of  them  who 
were  to  furvive,  and  who  were  not  thereby  hardened 

anci 


ijji  LECTURES  OK  THe     Chaf-  XVIT. 

tad  blinded,  (bould  be  excited  Co  coafider  the  ab- 
iurdity  and  vaoity  of  their  foolifh  fuperftition  and 
idolatry,  frbm  which  they  would  turn  with  indigna* 
tion,  that  they  might  pay  th^ir  dutiful  homage  to  him 
who  made  them.  This  wife  ftep  it  behoved  them  to 
take ;  and  our  prophet  fpretels,  that  fome  of  them 
actually  would  take  it,  after  having  learned  by  expe-^ 
rience  the  folly  and  wickednefs  of  their  paft  condu£L 
ItenouBcing  the  abominable  fuperftitiop  of  former 
times,  fome  of  the  refidue  who  were  l^ft,  (hould  re* 
turn,  in  the  exercife  of  true  repentance,  to  the  wor- 
ihip  and  fervice  of  the  true  God,  the  God  of  their  fa- 
thers, who  is  emphatically  ftiled. 

His  Maker.  God  is  the  Creator  of  every  man :  faU 
hands  hath  made  and  fafhioned  us,  and  his  infpiratioa 
hath  endowed  us  with  underftanding.  In  this  fenfe, 
God  is  the  Maker  of  every  penitent  Ephraimtte,  in 
^ommop  with  all  mankind.  He  is  the  Maker  of  ever  jc 
one,  in  as  much  as  he  hath  appointed  him  the  parti- 
cular (lation  and  condition  in  which  he  is  placed, 
whether  high  or  low,  rich  <»*  poor,  profperous  or  ad« 
yerfe,  whether  in  the  church,  or  without  its  bounda- 
ries. /  ^  The  rich  and  poor  meet  together :  the  Lord 
*  is  the  Maker  of  them  bpth*.*  Somewhat  befide 
this,  feems  to  be  intended  in  the  charader  here 
given  of  God.  He  was  the  Maker  of  the  Ifraelites  in 
a  more  peculiar  manner,  as  he  formed  them  into  si 
people  for  himfelf,  and  conferred  upon  them  many 
important  privileges,  whereby  they  were  highly  ad- 
vanced above  all  other  nations.  In  this  view,  Mofes, 
their  renowned  legiflator,  addrefled  them  in  the  fub- 
lime  fong  which  he  fpake  in  the  ears  of  all  the  con* 
gregation  of  tfrael :  *  Is  not  he  thy  Father  who  hath 
^  bought  thee?  Hath  he  not  made  thee,  and  e(la<» 
^  blifhed  theef.'  Such  feems  to  be  the  import  of 
the  chara£^er  here  afcribed  to  Grod.— ^ — Confidering 

]|iim  in  this  relation,  our  prophet  fidretels^ 

^       •     • 

*  ProT.  KLiif  %•  t  Dcut.  auy.  $. 
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jf  man  Jhall  look  to  his  Maker,  llie  converfion  of 
men  from  dead  idols  to  the  living  God,  is  fignifi* 
cantlv  exprefled,  by  looking  to  him  with  fifirable  af- 
fedioas,  ais  revestled  in  his  word.  Therefore,  becaufe 
all  worldly  connexions  and  dependences  are  vain, 
latdi  the  prophet  Micah,  *  I  will  look  unto  the  Lord  *,* 
and  turn  away  from  lying  vanities.  Faith  confifts  in 
looking  unto  the  Lord,  for  the  mercy  and  grace  fuit« 
ed  to  relieve  pur  qeceffities  f  •  True  repentance  is 
fpoken  of  in  the  fame  terms  by  the  prophet  7.echa« 
riah,  in  thefe  remark^e  words :  ^  They  (hall  look 
*'  upon  me  whom  they  have  pierced,  and  they  (hall 
'  mourn  for  him^.'  Truft  and  dependence  upon 
Cpd,  with  all  that  facred  homage  which  is  due  to 
him,  is  comprehended  in  this  expreflion,  as  in 
Pfal.  xxxiv.  5*  where  the  Pfalmift  aiSrms, '  That  they 
^  looked  unto  him,  and  were  lightened.'  Indeed,  all 
the  exercifei  of  true  godlinefs  may  be  included  in  con- 
templating God,  the  perfedions  of  his  nature,  the 
op^ations  of  his  providence,  and  the  difpenfations  of 
bis  grace,  when  accompanied  with  fuitable  difpofi« 
tions,  and  a  correfponding^  good  condu£t  In  lode* 
ing  to  him,  WiC  ought  highly  to  efteem  him  as  our 
Maker,  who  hath  formed  us  with  thofe  noble  powers 
pf  which  we  are  poflefled,  and  conferred  upon  us  the 
ineftioiable  benefits  that  we  enjoy.  Viewing  him  in 
this  relation,  we  ought  to  be  filled  with  (hame  and 
remorfe  for  our  ingratitude  and  difobedience  to  him, 
who  hath  crowned  us  with  loving-kindnefs  and  ten- 
der mercy ;  we  ought  to  confide  in  his  goodnefs,  to 
obey  his  precepts,  and  to  fubmit  to  his  appointments. 
Looking  to  God  then  with  humility,  faith,  and  love, 
b  the  fource  from  whence  all  true  religion  takes  its 
ri(e,  and  the  exercife  in  which  it  chiefly  confiflts.  The 
man  then  who  lodceth  aright  to  his  Maker,  convinced 
of  his  own  indigence  and  unworthinefs,  hath  recourfe 
to  the  mercy  of  God  through  Jefus  Chrift  j  be  ear- 

9  Micah  vii.  7,        f  Ifaiah  3dT«  aa.         %  Zech.  xii.  10.    , 

neftly. 


134  ,  LECTURES  on  the     Chap.  XVH, 

neftly  implores  from  him  the  remifiion  of  fins,  his 
gracious  aid,  find  the  gift  of  eternal  life.  With  fu^ 
preme  aiFe£tion,  he  views  him  as  the  rock  of  his  faU 
vation ;  and,  through  the  whole  of  life,  he  cleaves  to 
bim  with  purpofe  of  heart,  fincerely  folicitous  to  walk 
according  to  the  rule  of  his  word.  This  duty  is  far- 
ther explained  in  the  following  words : 

And  hh  eyes  Jhall  have  refped  to  the  hoh  One  of 
IfraeL  In  lecturing  upon  this  prophecy,  I  have  had 
repeated  opportunities  to  fpeak  of  the  chara&er  here 
given  to  the  Son  of  God,  and  therefore  I  (hall  not 
ftay  at  prefent  either  to  abridge  or  enlarge  what  hath 
been  faid.  I  only  obferve,  that  this  defignation  is  of- 
ten giv<^n  him,  to  exprefs  the  purity  and  excellence  of 
his  nature,'  by  whom  Jehovah  formed  the  Jewifh 
church,  and  by  whom  he  conduced,  inftruded,  and 
protected  it,  and  in  whom  he  requires  to  be  honoured 

and  worfliipped  by  his  people. rTo  this  illuftrious 

perfon,  a  man  (hall  have  refped.  Unlefs  proper  re-, 
gard  is  fhewn  to  him,  we  can  neither  look  tp  God 
aright,  nor  juRly  expeft  to  be  accepted  of  bim,  or  to, 
pleafe  him.  In  every  exercife  of  grace,  iu  every 
duty  of  obedience^  in  all  the  a£ts  of  devotion,  in  aU 
the  returns  of  gratitude,  profound  refped  muft  be 
teftified  to  the  holy  One  of  Ifrael.*  On  him  a  man^s 
hopes  mufl:  be  wholly  founded,  through  him  all  his 
homage  muft  be  presented  to  his  Maker,  and  by  him 
all  his  fervices  mud  be  rendered  acceptable ;  for  of 
him,  and  through  him,  and  to  him,  are  all  things,  to 

whom  be  glory  for  ever  *. Look  to  your  Maker, 

my  friends,  for  all  the  bleffings  that  you  need ;  for 
pardon  of  fin,  for  afiiftance,  protection,  comfort,  and 
eternal  glory.  Have  refpeft  to  the  holy  One  of 
Ifrael  in  all  your  intercourfe  with  God,  would  yoa 
have  abundance  of  righteoufnefs  and  (Irength,  and 
tbe  feafonable  fupply  of  all  your  neceffities.  To  him 
you  are  required  to  have  refped;  and  to  bim  the 

^  Rom.  xi.  36. 

people 
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people  of  Gods  '^^  ^  ^El^9  h^ve  looked,  aiid  have 
not  been  aihamed. 

8  And  he  fhall  not  look  to  the  altars,  the 
work  of  his  hands,  neither  (hall  refpedt  that 
which  his^ fingers  have  made,  either  the  groves^ 
or  the  images). 

The  perfoa  defcribed,  having  turned  to  the  living 
God,  (hall  abandon  the  idolatrous  practices  to  which 
he  was  formerly  addided.  He  (hall  pay  no  regard  to 
the  altars,  which  he  had  erefted  to  the  honour  of  the 
idols  whom  he  formerly  ferved,  and  on  which  facri* 
fices  were  offered  to  them.  That  which  bis  fingers 
have  made,  is  explained  in  the  next  words,  to  have 
been,  either  the  groves  which  be  planted,  to  form 
pleafan^  places  of  retirement,  where  the  worihip  of 
idols  was  performed — or  the  images  that  were  made 
to.reprefent  the  deities  to  whom  homage  was  paid. — 
By  this  predi&ion,  which  received  its  primary  ac- 
complifliment  among  the  refidue  of  the  Ephraimites, 
after  their  country  was  defolated  by  the  Affyrians,  we 
are  inftruded  in  the  high  importance  of  difcovering 
a  proper  refped  for  our  Maker  and  Saviour,  which 
takes  off  culpable  attention  from  every  other  objefl. 
If  once  we  look  to  God  as  we  ought,  and  have  a  juff 
refped  to  the  iioly  One  of  Ifrael,  our  efteem  will 
be  withdrawn  from  our  own  performances,  and  fixed 
upon  him  who  alone  can  fave  us ;  we  fhall  turn  away 
our  eyes  from  lying  vanities,  and  renounce  with  de* 
teftation  our  former  evil  pradices. 

9  1[  In  that  day  fhall  his  ftrong  cities  be  as  a 
foifaken  bough,  and  an  upperraofl  branch,  which 
they  left,  becaufe  of  the  children  of  Ifrael :  and 
there  ihall  be  defolation. 

This  and  the  following  verfe,  contain  the  illu{tra> 
don  axui  confirmation  of  the  foregoing  predi^ions.— 

The 
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The  words  now  before  us,  defcribe  the  awfal  jtidg'* 
ment  which  God  was  to  infli6t,  upon  Ephraim,  at  the 

Eeriod  to  which  the  prophecy  refers.  Though  their 
ind  bad  been  alr^dy  pillaged  by  the  enemy,  ftilt 
'  there  remained  a  few  grapes,  which  had  not  beea 
gleaned.  After  feveral  years  however,  their  cities, 
which  were  iignificantly  repfefented  by  fruits  which 
had  efcaped  the  notice  of  the  gatherer,  (hould  be  ad 
a  forfaken  bough,  and  tippermoft  branch.  Their 
formerly  ftrong  and  well-fortified  cities  were  to  be 
defolated,  and  to  become  a  mere  folitude,  fo  as  to 
refemble  the  bough  of  a  tree,  or  the  uppermoft 
branch,  after  it  hath  been  (Iripped  of  its  leaves  and 
fruit.— —*»^^rJi//^  of  the  children  of  IfraeL  Thcfe  prc^^ 
di&ed  calamities  were  to  be  inflided  oh  ^acconnt  of 
the  multiplied  and  aggravated  tranfgreffions  of  the 
degenerate  pofterity  of  the  patriarch  j2lcob«-r— ^n^ 
there  flyall  be  defolation^  greater  and  more  extenfive 
than  in  any  former  period.  Thus  it  came  to  pafe,  itf 
the  ibcth  year  of  the  reign  of  Hdzekiah,  king  of 
Judah,  when  Shalmanefer  entirely  orerthrew  stud 
defolated  the  land  of  Ifrael. 

1 6  Becaufc  thou  haft  forgotten  the  God  of 
thy  falvation^  and  haft  not  been  mindful  of  the 
rock  of  thy  ftrength :  therefore  (halt  thou  plaat 
pleafant  plants,  and  fhall  fet  it  with  ftrange  flips : 

The  reafon  is  here  fpecified,  which  fully  juftifieff 
the  executionof  the  judgments  above  mentionoi.— *— *- 
Salvation  of  every  kind  belongeth  unto  the  Lord :  it 
proceedeth  not  from  man,  not  from  princes;  not: 
from  angels  oi;-faints,  or  the  idols  of  the  Heathen  j  but 
from  Jehovah  Jlone,  to  whom  all  the  glory  and  praife 
ought  io  be  afcribed.  The  Ifraelites,  who  ought  ever 
to  have  been  mindful  pf  this  important  truth,  had 
forgotten  the  mighty  One,  from  whom  all  their  fal- 
vation  took  its  rife.  God  had  mercifully  deUvered 
them  out  of  the  land  of  Egypt,  and  from  the  hoafe 
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of  bondage :  he  \n-ougbt  falvation  for  them  at  the 
Red  Sea;  and  often  afterward  did  he  refcue  them 
from  impending  dangers  which  threatened  theii*  ruin. 
Though  he  was  ftill  ready  to  be  their  Saviour  in  the 
time  of  trouble,  they  bafely  revolted  from  his  fervice  ; 
they  (hook  off  the  remembrance  of  his  mercies ;  they 
made  light  of  his  offered  affiftance,  and  difcovered 
that  veneration  for  falfe  gods  which  was  due  to  the 

true  God  alone. Jhd  bajl  not  been  mindful  of  the 

rock  df  thy  ^rength^  or  thy  ftrong  rock,  which  hath  • 
fupplied  thy  manifold  neceffities,  which  hath  been  thy 
defence  from  evil,  and  thy  fupport  in  weaknef^.  Such 
ungrateful  conduft  was  highly  criminal,  attended 
with  many  heinous  aggravations,  aiui  juftly  expofed 
to  the  righteous  judgment  of  God,  who,  in  this  man- 
ner,  had  been  lightly  efteemed.—— Beware,  my  bre- 
thren, of  forgetting  the  God  of  your  falvation,  the 
rock  of  your  ftrength.  To  you  God  may  juftly  fay^ 
as  to  his  people  of  old,  ^  Have  I  been  a  wildernefs  to 
^  you,  or  a  land  of  darknefs  V  Hath  not  all  his  paths 
towards  you  dropt  down  fatiiefs  ?  and  hath  he  not 
beeii  a  light  and  defence  to  you  whitherfoever  you  * 
have  gone«  Every  creature,  every  providence,  every 
ordinance,  is  intended  to  bring  God  to  your  remem- 
brance, who  is  ever  mindful  of  you.  Be  not  then  fo 
infenlible  as  to  forget  the  God  of  your  falvation,  left 
you  thereby  incur  the  judgment  denounced  in  the 
next  words : 

Therefore  fhalt  thou  plant  pleafant  plants^  and  fhalt 
fet  it  with  Jirange  flips.  As  the  juft  punilhmeiit  of 
their  (ins,  the  Ephraimites  were  to  be  obliged  to  cul- 
tivate and  improve  thdr  country  at  mueh  trouble  and 
expence,  after  it  had  been  defolated  by  their  enemiesj 
lliou  (halt  plant  it  with  fruit-trees,  with  (hrubs^ 
flowers,  and  roots  ^  thou  (halt  fet  it  with  foreign  (lips, 
brought  from  other  countries,  labouring  hard,  that,  iii 
fome  meafure,  you  may  repair  the  ravages  made  on 
your  land  by  thofe  who  invaded  it. 

Vol.  IL  S  i  I.  In 
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1 1  In  the  day  fhalt  thou  make  thy  plant  to 
grow,  and  in  the  mining  fhalt  thou  make  thy 
feed  to  flourifh :  but  the  harveft  Jball  be  a  heap 
in  the  day  of  grief,  and  of  defperate  forrow. 

The  fubjeft  introduced  in  the  preceding  verfe,  is 
here  continued  and  illuftrated.'— The  expreffions 
ufed  for  this  purpofe  plainly  intimate,  that  the  utihoft 
ailiduity  and  diligence  {hpuld  be  employed  to  promote 
the  growth  of  the  plants  and  flips,  after  they  were  fet 
in  the  ground.  They  were  not  to  be  negleded,  like 
the  plants  of  the  lluggard ;  nor  fliould  any  means  be 
left  untried  that  might  tend  to  their  improvement. 
In  the  day,  and  particularly  in  the  morning,  the 
Ifraelites  would  endeavour,  with  the  utmoft  vigilance 
and  conftancy,  to  cultivate  their  plants,  and  the  feeds 
which  they  had  fown,  in  the  hopes  of  enjoying  fimi- 
lar  fuccefs  and  fruitfulnefs  with  their  fathers,  who 

reaped  in  great  abundance. But  the  barvefi  jhall 

be  a  heap  in  the  day  of  grief  ^  and  of  defperate  fvrrtnv. 
When  the  fruits  of  the  earth  were  ripe,  and  ready  -to 
be  gathered,  they  were  to  be  colleded  into  heaps,  not 
by  their  proprietors,  but  by  the  enemies  who,  invaded 
and  defolated  their  land,  that  they  might  either  ferve 
them  for  prefent  ufe,  or  be  afterward  carried  out  of 

the  coiintry* Contemplate,  in  this  predidion,  the 

evil  and  danger  of  fin,  and  its  exaft  correfpondence 
with  the  inftrudions  delivered  to  the  progenitors  of 
this  people,  by  Mofes,  the  fervant  of  the  Lord  : 

*  Thou  fhalt  remember  the  Lord  thy  God.- — And 
^  it  (hall  be,  that  if  thou  do  at  all  forget  the  Lord 
^  thy  God,  and  walk  after  other  gods,  and  ferve 
^  them,  and  worfhip  them,  I  teftify  againft  you  this 

*  day,  that  ye  (hall  fureiy  perifli  •. ^The  above  pre- 

didions  were  accompli(hed,  when  Tiglath-pilezer, 
king  of  AfTyria,  whom  Ahaz,  king  of  Judea,  called 
to  his  ailiftance  againft  the  confederate  princes  of  Sy- 

*  Deut.  vitl.  J  8, 19. 
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ra  and  Ephraim^  flew  the  king  of  Syria,  deftroyed 
Damafcus,  and  carried  away  the  inhabitants  into 
Aflyria  and  Media — ^When  he  greatly  diftrefTed  Pe- 
kah,  king  of  Ifrael,  fpoiled  his  land,  and  obtained 
pofleffion  of  the  moft  flourifliing  provinces  of  Gilead 
and  Galilee ;  fo  that  the  glory  of  Jacob  was  made 
thin,  and  the  harveft  of  Ephraim  was  gathered.  The 
prc^hecy  was  afterward  completely  fulfilled  by  Shat- 
pianefer,  his  fon,  who  took  Samaria,  the  capital  of 
Uphiaim,  with  other  fortihed  cities,  whofe  inhabitants 
he  carried  away  captive,  in  confequence  whereof  the 
land  of  Ifrael  became  almoil  a  defart  *.  A  few  people 
however  were  left,  who  had  refpe£t  to  the  holy  One 
of  Ifrael,  to  whom  Hezekiah  fent  letters,  wherein  it 
was  thus  written :  *  Ye  children  of  Ifrael,  turn  again 
^  unto  the  Lord  God  of  Abraham,  Ifaac,  and  Jacob^ 
*  and  he  will  return  to  the  remnant  of  you,  that  are 
^  efcaped  out  of  the  hands  of  the  kings  of  Aflyria. 
^  And  be  ye  not  like  your  fathers,  and  like  your 
^  brethren,  which  trefpaiTed  againft  the  Lord  God  of 
^  their  fathers,  who  therefore  gave  them  up  to  defo- 
^  lation,  as  ye  t^t^    2  Chron,  xxx*  6,  7. 

12^  Wo  to  the  multitude  of  many  people, 
which  make  a  noife  like  the  noife  of  the  feas  ^ 
9nd  to  the  rufhing  of  nations,  that  make  a  ruOi* 
ing  lik?  the  rufliing  of  mighty  waters. 

A  new  fubjed  is  here  introduced,  and  continued 

in  the  two  remaining  verfes  of  this  chapter. T\ie 

prophet  now  tuirns  his  attemion  to  the  future  fortunes 
of  the  AfTyrian  army ,^  which  he  forefaw,  by  the  fpirit 
of  prophecy,  would  aflaujit  the  Idngdom  of  Judah«L 
That  great  army,  which  was  to  march  under  the  com- 
mand of  Sennacherib  againft  Judea.  and  Jerulalenn 
was  to  be  compofed  of  a  multitude  of  many  nations  \ 
viz.  the  Aflyrians,  the  Syrians,  the  Babylonians,  ^c, 

*  Sj:e  z  KiA|[s  XV.  29.  and  xvii,  3. 

Certain, 
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Certain  wo  and  deftrudion  awaited  them.  .  The  He-^ 
brew  word  translated  wo^  is  fometimes  ufed  to  excite 
attention,  as  in  chap.  Iv.  i.  '  Ho,  every  one  that 

*  thirfteth,  come  ye  to  the  waters,  and  he  that  hath 

*  no  money ;  come  ye,  buy  and  eat,  yea,  come,  buy 
^  wine  and  milk  without  money,  and  without  price.^ 
In  this  fenfe  our  prophet  ufes  the  exprefTion,  and  calls 
to  the  people,  informing  them  of  the  certain  confer 
quence  of  their  rafh  and  wicked  entefprife.  That  no 
ihiftake  might  arife  concerning  the  people  intended, 
they  are  defcribed  by  the  hideous  noife  which  they 
would  make  in  their  march  toward  Jerufalem,  and 
when  lying  before  that  city.  The  rattling  of  their 
armour,  the  found  of  their  martial  inftrumenjts,  the 
prancing  of  horfes,  the  reeling  of  chariots,  and  the 
clamour  of  the  troops,  were  to  form  a  loud  and  awful 
noife,  like  that  made  by  the  fea  when  agitated  by  a 

ftorm. ^This  very  numerous  army,  by  their  impe- 

tuofitv  and  ftrength,  were  to  make  a  ruihing  found, 
like  tne  ruihing  of  mighty  waters,  which  run  with 
fuch  violence  and  rapidity,  as  threatens  to  carry  all 
before  them  that  lies  in  their  way,  and  to  fpread  de« 
folation  wherever  they  come. 

1 3  The  nations  fhall  rulh  like  the  ruihing  of 
many  waters :  but  God  fhall  rebuke  them,  and 
they  {hall  flee  far  off,  and  (lialt  be  chafed  as  the 
chaflT  of  the  mountains  before  the  wind,  an4  like 
a  rolling  thing  before  the  whirlwind. 

The  fudden  confufion  and  difperfion  of  the  great 
and  noify  multitude,  by  the  rebuke  of  the  Al- 
mighty, is  illuftrated  by  a  beautiful  fimilitude. 

When  the  Moft  High  brought  the  children  of  Ifrael 
out  of  Egypt,  the  waters  of  the  fea  were  divided  at 
his  rebuke.  In  like  manner,  at  his  command,  the 
vaft  multitude  whereof  the  Aflfyrian  army  was  com- 
pofed,  were  to  flee  far  off"  into  a  diftant  country,  as  if 
purfu^d  by  an  enemy.— — And  Jhall  be  chafed  as  ibe 

chaffs 
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chaffy  &c.  The  royal  prophet,  who  compares  the 
righteous  to  a  tree  planted  by  a  river  of  water,  im- 
mediately adds,  ^  That  the  ungodly  are  not  fo :  but 
'  they  are  like  the  chaff  which  the  wind  dtiveth 
^  away.'  Chaff  is  eafily  difperfed  and  blown  away  by 
the  wind,  even  in  the  valley,  and  in  the  barn-floor ; 
but  efpecially  when  expofed  on  high  ground  to  the 

violence  of  a  ftorm. And  like  a  rolling  thing  (or 

thiftie-down,  as  the  word  fignifies)  befori  the  whirl- 
sjoind.  So  powerful  and  violent  fometimes  is  a  whirl* 
wind,  that  it  removes  very  heavy  bodies,  and  carries 
them  to  a  confiderable  diftance.  With  far  greater 
eafe  doth  it  fnacch  away  things  which  are  light,  and 
have  little  or  no  weight,  fuch  as  the  thiftle-dovm. 
When  there  is  hardly  a  breath  of  wind,  this  rolling 
thing  will  be  moving  from  place  to  place.  With 
what  eafe  and  rapidi^  then  muft  it  be  chafed  away 
by  the  whirlwind  ?  By  this  beautiful  image,  our  pro- 
phet reprefents  the  violent  agitation,  the  fudden  dif« 
perfion,  and  irreflftible  overthrow  of  the  Affyrian  . 
army,  by  the  rebuke  of  Omnipotence. 

14  And  behold,  at  evening-tide  trouble,  and 
before  the  morning  he  is  not :  this  is  the  portion 
of  them  that  fpoil  us,  and  the  lot  of  them  that 
rob  us. 

The  trouble  at  evening-tide,  which  is  here  fpoken 
of,  may  either  refer  to  the  diftrefs  and  confufion 
which  prevailed  in  the  Affyrian  camp,  in  that  memo- 
rable night  wherein  one  hundred  and  eighty-five 
thoufand  of  their  army  were  flain,  and  the  remainder, 
filled  with  confternation  and  difmay,  precipitately  fled 
to  their  ovm  country— or  to  the  perplexity  and  terror 
with  which  the  inhabitants  of  Jerufalem  were  diftreff- 
ed,  whilft  the  Affyrians  befieged  that  city.  Atten- 
tively confider  the  great  afflidion  which  both  thefe 
cbffes  of  people  mud  have  felt  at  the  time  now  men- 
tioz^ed,  and  you  will  not  be  furprifed  that  you  are 

called 
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called  to  contemplate  this  mourniful  fcene.  I  (hatl 
not  attempt  to  reprefent  it }  but  if  you  are  not  loft  to 
feelings  of  humanity  and  fympathy  for  thofe  in  dif* 
trefs,  you  n^uft  be  deeply  affeded  with  the  view  which 
it  exhibits.-?!-^— JS^^r^  the  morning  he  is  not.  Great 
part  of  the  vaft  Aflyrian  army  were  flain ;  and  thofe 
which  remained,  with  Sennacherib  at  their  head, 
were  not  to  be  feen,  having  fled  with  the  utmoft  ex- 
pedition to  their  own  land.  To  this  prophecy  the 
following  remark  is  fubjoined,  which  juftly  deferves. 
attention: 

This  is  the  portion  of  them  that  f^H  us^  ^c. ;  no| 
only  of  the  AlTyrians,  but  of  all  the  inveterate  ene*« 
mies  of  God's  people  in  every  age,  who  fpc»l  ftnd 
rob  them  of  the  important  advantages  which  they 
poiTefs.  The  expreffion  may  allude  to  what  happens 
at  entertainments,  where  the  proviiion  is  divided,  and 
every  one  hath  his  fhare  or  portiont^  Sudden,  unex- 
pected deftru£tion  is  the  certain  portion  and  lot  of  the 
wicked  adverfaries  of  God^'s  people.  Death  is  the 
wages  of  (in  due  to  the  fervants  of  unrighteoufiiefs  ^ 
this  is  the  inheritance  which  belongs  to  the  children 
of  wrath  and  difobedience.  They  may  often  enjoy- 
the  beft  things  of  this  prefent  life:  the  riches,  the- 
honours,  and  pleafures  of  this  world  may  fall  into, 
their  lot.  Of  thefe,  God  fometimes  gives  them  a 
large  fhare.  To  Jehu,  the  fon  of  Nimfhi,  he  gave 
the  throne  and  crown  of  Ifrael,  for  the  fervices  he- 
performed  in  deftroying  the  houfe  of  Ahab.  To  Ne- 
buchadnezzar, king  of  Babylon,  he  gave  the  land  of 
Egypt ;  becaufe  he  wrought  for  me,  faith  the  Lord. 
God.  By  conferring  fuch  liberal  donations  on  the 
wicked  and  unworthy,  God  is  pleafed  to  give  rich 
difplays  of  his  exuberant  goodnefs  and  forbearance ; 
he  gives  them  the  beft  opportunities  of  difcovering  * 
their  real  character ;  he  tries  the  faith  and  patience 
9f  his  faints,  and  renders  their  foes  inexcufable  for 
their  abufe  of  his  benefits,  and  their  monftrous  ingra- 
titude*   Though,  on  thefe^   and  fimilar  accounts, 

fome^ 
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ibme  ongodly  men  are,  in  great  meafure^  exempted 
from  the  prefent  calamities  which  fall  to  the  lot  of 
thofe  who  fpoil  the  fervants  of  Go'd,  yet  death  and 
mifery  are  the  heritage  which,  in  due  time,  fhall  be 
affigned  them  as  their  portion.  To  thefe  they  are 
every  moment  obnoxious :  the  thick  cloud  now  hangs 
orer  their  heads ;  and  who  can  fay  how  fdon  it  may 
burft?  the  decree  is  paft,  which  may  be  executed  ere 
ever  they  arc  aware.  Deftrudion  and  mifery  are  in 
thor  ways  t  their  profperity  becomes  a  fnare  to  them, 
dieir  glory  quickly  decays,  their  increafe  goes  into 
captivity,  and  they  themlelves  are  often  cut  off  in  the 
midft  or  their  days,  t  conclude  at  prefent  with  the 
falutary  advice  or  the  king  of  Ifrael :  ^  Fret  not  thy« 

*  felf  becaufe  of  evil-doers,  neither  be  thou  envious 
^  agwift  the  workers  of  iniquity.  For  they  (halt  foon 
^  be  cut  down  like  the  grafs,  and  wither  as  the  green 

*  herb.  Truft  in  the  Lord,  and  do  good,  fo  (halt 
^  thou  dwell  in  the  land,  and  verily  thou  (halt  be  fed. 
^  Delight  thyfelf  alfo  in  the  Lord;  and  he  (hall  give 
^  thee  the  de(ires  of  thine  heart  *.' 

*  PTal.  xxxvii.  i.  ftfip 
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PRELIMINARY  OBSERVATIONS. 

* 

IN  feveral  refpefts,  this  feems  to  be  one  of  the  mod 
obfcure  prophecies  in  the  whole  book  of  Ifaiah. 
The  fubjeft  of  which  it  treats,  the  people  to  whom  it 
w_as  addreffed,  the  perfons  who  difpatched  the  meffen- 
gers,  and  the  nations  to  whom  they  were  fent,  the 
defign  of  the  predi&ions  it  contain^,  and  the  hiftory 
lo  which  it  refers,  are  all  doubtful  and  uncertain.   At 
the  time  this  prophecy  was  delivered,  our  prophet 
very  probably  contemplated  the  mountains  nigh  to 
Jerufalem,  occupied  by  the  Affyrian  forces,  who  there 
ereded  their  (landards,  and  were  preparing  to  carry 
into  execution  the  hoftile  defigns  of  their  ambitious 
monarch.     Ac  this  critical  juncture,  almighty  God 
was  pleafed  to  interpofe  in  favour  of  that  city,  and  to 
execute  righteous  judgment  upon  the  proud,  infulting 
enemy  of  his  people.     In  this  profped,  he  requires 
the  Egyptians,  who  flood  in  awe  of  the  piower  of 
AiTyria,  as  well  as  the  Jews,  to  warn  other  nations, 
by  means  of  ambafTadors  difpatched  on  purpofe,  dili« 
gently  to  obferve  for  their  inftrudion,  the  awful  di- 
vine judgment  which  they  might  exped  to  be  inflicted 

on  Affyria. ^The  prophetic  difcourfe  confifts  of 

three  parts:  Firft,  The  determined  punifhment  of 
AiTyria,  which  is  ot-dered  to  be  publifhed  to  the  Egyp- 
tians, and  by  them  to  other  nations,  ver.  i ,  2,  3. : 
Secondly,  The  defcription  of  the  terrible  approach- 
ing judgments  to  be  executed  on  the  enemies  of 
God's  people,  ver.  4,  5,  6. :  And  laftly.  The  certain 
confequences  with  which  that  calamity  was  to  be  ac- 
companied, ver.  7.  According  to  this  hypothefis,  I 
proceed  to  explain  the  prophecy,  which  feems  to  have 
been  primarily  defigned  to  give  intimation  to  the 
Egyptians,  of  the  counfel  of  God  refpefting  the  de- 
ftrudlion  of  their  great  and  powerful  enemies,  and  to 

excite 
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excite  them  carefully  to  attend  to  the  promifed,  vifible 
interpofition  of  the  Moil  High  in  favour  of  them 
aad  the  Jewiih  nation. 


w 


C  HA  P.    XVIII, 

O   to  the  land  ihadowing  with  wings, 
which  is  beyond  the  rivers  of  Ethiopia^ 

The  prophet  elegantly  defcribes  the  country  againft 
which  he  denounces  wo  and  deftru£tion,  by  mention- 
ing three  peculiar  circumflances  that  demand,  atten- 

(ion. ^It  was  a  land  ihadowing  with  wings.    Some 

commentators  have  fuppofed,  that  the  predictions  in 
this  chapter  are  conne^ed  with  tboie  recorded  in  the 
three  lau  verfes  of  the  preceding  chapter,  and  relate' 
to  Ajflyria,  the  ftretching  out  of  whofe  wings  is  fpoken 
of  in  chap,  viii.-  8.  of  this  book.  This  opinion,  how- 
ever, does  not  appear  to  be  fo  well  founded  as  that 
which  fu{^fes  Egypt  to  be  the  country  here  intendeds 
The  land  of  Egypt  is  a  large  plain,  bounded  on  the; 
eaft  and  the  weft  by  ridges  of  high  mountains,  which 
almoft  meet  together  toward  the  fouth,  and  extend 
farther  and  farmer  diftani  toward  the  Mediterranean 
Sea*  Thefe  two  chains  of  mountains  would  cover  the 
low  country  which  lay  near  them  with  very  large  fha- 
dows,  efpecially  in  the  mornings  and  evenings.  On 
this  account,  it  might  be  delineated,  a  knd  ihadowing 
with  wings.  The  Biihop  of  London  tranilates  the 
Hebrew  words,  "  Ho,  to  the  land  of  the  winged  cym- 
**  bat ;"  which,  he  fays,  is  the  moft  probable  of  the 
many  interpretations  that  have  been  given.  The 
Egyptians  had  a  mufical  inftrument  called  a  fiftrum, 
which  was  of  a  circular  form,  having  proje£lions  on 
each  fide  that  had  fomewhat  the  appearance  of  wings ; 
and,  as  the  Hebrews  had  no  name  for  it  in  their  Ian- 

Vol  II.  T  guage, 
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guage,  they  called  it  the  cymbal  with  wings.  From 
ihis  well-known  and  much-ufed  inftrument  in  th& 
land  of  Egypt,  he  thinks  that  country  received  thi% 
defcription. 

Which  is  beyond  the  rivers  of  Ethiopia.  As  the  word 
here  tranflated  beyond^  fignifies  botn  on  this  fide  and 
on  the  other  fide,  the  meaning  of  this  expreflion  is 
fomewhat  ambiguous,  and  dijScuIt  to  be  afcertained^ 
I  pretend  not  therefore  to  determine  what  country  is 
imended  ija  thefe  words,  if  Egypt  is  not  meant.  I 
cannot  fay  what  were  the  rivers  which  our  prophet 
^ad  in  view,  whether  th^y  were  the  Aftaboras  an4 
Aftapus,  or  the  eaftern  branches  of  the  Lower  Kile, 
which  bounded  Egypt  toward  Arabia,  or  the  parts  of 
the  Upper  Nile  toward  Ethiopia ;  and  therefore  I 
leave  the  matter  undecided,  and  proceed  to  the  third 
article,  in  the  defcription  of  the  people  of  when), 
Ifaiah  here  fpeaks,  contained  ixi  the  firft  part  of  th^ 
next  verfe. 

2  That  fendeth  ambafladors  by  the  fea,  eveiy 
in  "veffels  of  bulrufhes  upon  the  waters,  fijing^ 
Go  ye  fwift  meflengers  to  a  nation  fcattered  and 
peeled,  to  a  people  terrible  from  their  beginning 
hitherto ;  a  nation  meted  out  and  trodden  down^ 
whofe  land  the  rivers  have  fpoiled. 

It  is  well  known,  that  timber  proper  for  buil.ding 
j[hips  was  very  fcarce  in  Egypt :  to  fupply  this  defi- 
pency,  the  Egyptians  ufed  bulrulhes,  or  a  reed  called, 
papyrus,  of  which  they  made  veiTels  fit  for  failkig. 
Ships  and  boats  built  of  this  fort  of  materials,  being 
extremely  light,  and  drawing  very  little  water,  were 
admirably  fuited  to  traverfe  the  Nile,  along  the  banka 
of  which  there  were  doCibtlefs  many  mpraffes  and 
ihoals.  They  were  alfo  very  convenient  and  eafy  to 
be  managed  at  the  water-falls,  where  they  might  be 
parried  with  no  great  difficulty  to  fmooth  water. 

From 
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From  fuch  circumflances  as  thefe»  we  may  conclude^ 
that  they  would  fail  exceeding  faft,  and  afford  a  very 
ipeedy  conveyance  of  all  kinds  of  intelligence  from 
one  part  of  t^  country  to  another,  and  n-om  Egypt 
to  neighbouring  nations.  In  them  therefore  ambailL- 
dors,  or  mefiengers,  were  often  feat  to  different  places 
^th  various  kinds  of  information,  after  having  re« 
cetved  their  orders  in  terms  fuch  as  thefe :  Go  yefwifi 
^ficffengers  ;  ye  travellers,  ye  merchants,  ye  agents  of 
common  fune,  who  ufuaily  convey  the  news  of  one 
place  x%  another,  and  ye  who  oh  this  occafion  may  b^ 
dpectally  appointed  to  this  office.  Ye  are  commanded 
to  pttbltui  the  declaration  made  by  the  prophet  IfaiaH 
throughout  all  Egypt,  yea,  16  the  whole  world.  la 
the  next  words,  there  is  a  juft  and  variegated  defcrip* 
tion  of  Egypt,  whofe  inhabitants  were  difperfed  into 
every  quarter  of  that  rich  country,  refiding  in  the  vaft 
numbers,  of  towns  and  villages  with  which  it  every 
where  abounded.  The  nation  is  likewife  defcribed 
as  peeled,  or  fmdothed ;  probably  referring  to  thd 
pradice  of  (having  off"  the  hair  ftom  their  (kin,  or  to 
the  imoothnefs  and  plainnefs  of  the  country,  occa-* 

iioned  by  the  overflowings  of  the  Nile. To  a  feoplt 

terrible  from  their  beginning  hitbetto^  on  account  of 
their  very  grim  and  black  appearance,  and  the  prodi- 
gious armies  which  they  fent  forth  to  battle  againft 
their  enemies*  l^his  charaffcer  they  retained  from  the 
eariy  period  wherein  they  had  bee^  formed  into  a  na- 
tion, through  every  flage  of  their  exiftence  as  a 
people.— •^^.^  nation  meted  out.  This  expreffion  may 
refer  to  the  ft'equent  neceffity  of  having  recourfe  td 
menfuration  of  the  lands  in  Egypt,  in  order  to  deter- 
mine the  boundaries  of  the  many  proprietors  and  pof- 
ififlbrs  of  grounds,  after  the  inundations  of  the  Nile.— » 
And  trodden  down.  This  may  allude  to  a  particulate 
kind  of  huibandry  ufed  among  the  Egyptians,  after 
the  Nile  had  retired  within  its  banks,  and  the  ground 
had  become  fomewhat  dry :  they  fowed  their  land, 
and  then  drove  in  their  cattle  to  tread  .the  feed  into 

the 


148  LECTURES  ON  the    Chap.  XVIlfc 

the  ground.  This  very  eafy  procefs,  without  farthef 
labour,  was  all  that  the  Egyptians  thought  neceflary 
for  them  to .  do,  to  give  them  the  expe£tation  of  a 

plentiful  crop  in  harveft. Whofe  Iqpd  the  rivers, 

have /polled;  having  had  no  fufficient  defence  to  pro<p 
te£t  it  from  the  encroachments  of  the  water,  by  which 
it  was  often  covered.  It  has  been  faid,  that  the  He-* 
brew  word  rtndered  JpoUed^  fignifies  aUb  nourijbed; 
and,  according  to  this  fenfe,  the  expreffion  may  de* 
note  the  happy  effeds  experienced  in  Egypt  from  the 
inundations  of  the  Nile,  which  gave  richnefs  and  fer- 
tility to  the  foil.  Such  is  the  defcription  of  the  land 
and  nation  whom  our  prophet  requireth,  with  the  ut-^ 
mod  expedition,  to  fpread  the  new«  of  the  divine 
judgment  inflided  upon  AfTyria  through  their  own 
kingdom,  and  thofe  with  whom  they  had  any  com<« 
merce. 

3  AH  ye  inhabitants  of  the  world,  and  dwell- 
ers on  the  earth,  fee  ye,  when  he  lifteth  up  an 
enfign  on  the  mountains  j  and  wh^n  he  bioweth 
a  trumpet,  hear  ye. 

Tntimation  is  here  given  to  the  nations  of  the  earth 
to  expe£t  the  downfal  of  the  Aflyrian  empire,  and  a» 
univerfal  invitation  is  direded  to  all  people  to  cox^- 
template  this  aftoni(hing  event.  The  feafon  in  which 
this  wonderful  fpe^acle  was  to  be  exhibited,  is  thusr 
marked.  When  he,  the  king  of  Aiflfyria,  Ufteth  up 
an  enfign  upon  the  mountains  of  Judea,  and  layeth 
fiege  to  the  city  Jerufalem,  be  ye  prepared  to  view  the 
execution  of  the  threatened  }\idgment  upbn  the  Af^ 
fyrian  army.  When  he  bioweth  the  trumpet,  with 
the  hoftile  defign  of  marching  his  troc^s  againft  the 
metropolis  of  Judea,  be  ye  ready  to  receive  the  ac- 
count of  his  total  overthrow,  of  which  you  Aall  very 
foon  after  he  informed,  for  the  news  of  this  extra«» 
ordinary  awful  difpenfation  "ihall  be  circulated  with 
the  utmoft  difpatch.- — Let  us  not  imagine,  that  we 

have 
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have  no  coime£Uon  with  the  great  event  to  which  the 
attention  of  all  the  inhabitants  of  the  world  is  here 
demanded.  As  it  is  frequently  placed  fully  in  our 
view  in  this  prophecy^  let  us  always  confider  it  in  a 
pradical  light,  as  deligned  to  teach  us  fome  import- 
ant,  ufefal  leflbns,  which  we  ought  to  be  folicitous  to 
derive  from  iu  The  words  of  Jefus  Chrift  to  his  dif- 
ciples,  recorded  Luke  xxi.  19,  20.  22.  exadly  corre- 
fpond  with  the  call  dire£ted  to  us  in  this  verfe :  '  In 
'  patience  pofiefs  ye  your  fouls.  And  when  ye  (hall . 
^  fee  Jerufalem  compared  with  armies,  then  know 
*  that  the  defolation  thereof  is  nigh. — For  thefe  be  the 
^  days  of  vengeance,  that  all  things  which  are  written 
'  may  be  fulfilled.' 

4  For  fo  the  Lord  faid  unto  me,  I  will  take 
my  reft,  and  I  will  confider  in  my  dwelling- 
place  like  a  clear  heat  upon  herbs,  an^i  like  a 
cloud  of  dew  in  the  Refit  bf  harveft. 

This  and  the  two  following  verfes,  particularly  re- 
hte  to  the  very  terrible  punifliment  which  God  was 
about  to  infli£t  upon  the  enemies  of  his  people,  as  a 
memorable  inftance  of  his  juftice  and  feverity.  The 
prophet  folemnly  declares,  that  Jehovah  had  revealed 
to  him  what  he  had  fpoken,  and  what  he  was  about 
farther  to  deli  vet  refpe&ing  this  interefting  fubjeft. — • 
/  will  take  my  refi^  faith  the  Lord ;  plainly  intimating,' 
that  he  hath  the  mod  perfed  enjoyment  of  himfelf, 
and  always  pofTefles  the  mbft  undifturbed  tranquillity 
amidft  all  the  commotions  and  convulfions  which  hap- 
pen in  the  world : — that,  in  this  (late  of  uninterrupted 
ferenity,  he  would  not  interpofe  between  his  people 
and  their  haughty,  powerful  enemies,  whom  he  was 
to  allow  to  proceed  in  their  hodile  defigns  to  their 

own  deftrudion. And  I  will  confider  in  my  dwelU 

ing^place*  Heaven  is  the  dwelling-place  of  the  Lord, 
where  he,  in  a  peculiar  manner,  refides  in  fenfible 
magnificence }  where  he  difplays  vifible  majefty  and 

glory  i 
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glory ;  and  \vhere  his  fervants  ferve  him  without  in* 
terruption,  and  without  end.  From  this  habitation, 
he  looketh  down  upon  all  the  inhabitants  of  the  earth, 
all  whofe  words  and  adions,  and  even  their  very 
thoughts  and  purpofes,  he  diredeth  and  controUeth 
at  his  pleafure.  From  thence,  faith  God^  I  will  view, 
with  the  utmoft  attention,  all  the  defigns  and  move- 
ments  of  the  proud  enemies  of  my  church,  that  I  may 
feafonably  appear  to  fruftrate  their  inimical  intentions^ 
and  to  fecure  the  fafety  and  comfort  of  the  obje£l8  of 
my  paternal  care.  '  If  the  Hebrew  words  are  tfanf* 
lated^  as  in  the  margin  of  fome  Bibles,  I  will  regard 
my  fet  dwelling,  the  fenfe.  is  changed^  bat  the  mean- 
ing is  good.  The  dwellitig  is  not  then  the  place  from 
whence  Cod  beholds  what  is  done  upon  earthy  but 
the  objed  which  he  gracioufly  regards  and  confiders ; 
namely,  Zion  and  Jerufalem,  which  he  defired  for  his 
habitation.    Spealung  of  Zion  in  Pfal.  cxxxii.  '  This 

*  is  my  reft,  faith  he,  for  ever :  here  will  I  dwell,  fot 

*  I  have  defiried  it.*  Over  this  place  of  his  refidence, 
h<e  declared,  that  his  heart  and  his  eyes  fhould  be  con- 
tinually. 

Like  a  clear  beat  upon  herbs^  or  after  rain^  as  in  the 
margin.  All  the  dark  clouds  being  diiperfed,  and  the 
iky  become  clear  and  ferene,  the  heat  then  revives  the 
precious  fruits  of  the  earth,  caufes  them  to  fpring 
quickly,  and  to  grow  up  to  maturity.  In  like  man- 
ner, the  gracious  regard  and  diilinguiihing  favour 
which  God  often  difcQvefed  fdr  Zion,  efpecially  after 
he  had  (howered  down  judgments  upon  their  enemies^ 
and  particularly  after  he  puniihed  AiTyria,  (hould  be 
moft  refrefhing  and  comfortable  to  them  that  feared 

Kis  name  among  the  Jews.*- And  like  a  cloud  of 

dew  in  the  beat  of  barvefl^  which  cools  the  air,  and 
nourifhes  the  corns',  and,  in  many  refpeds,  proves 
both  acceptable  and  ufeful.  By  this  fimilituue,  the 
kindnefs  of  God  toward  Jerufalem,  and  his  mercifiil 
interpofition  in  behalf  of  its  inhabitants,  are  beauti- 
fully illuftrated^  in  a  way  fuited  to  the  meaneft  capsh 

city* 
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dty.  At  the  feaf<Hi  referred  to,  God  wonld  afford 
them  the  mod  defirable  refrefliment,*  which  was  to  be 
prpdudive  of  their  real  advantage  and  confolation. 
The  prophet  David  ufes  the  fame  comparifon,  when 
foretelling  the  happinefs  of  the  MeiTiah's  kingdom ; 

*  And  it  fhall  bie  as  the  light  of  the  morning,  when 

*  the  fun  rifeth,  even  a  morning  without  clouds ;  as 

*  the  tender  grafs  fpringing  out  of  the  'earth  by  clear 

*  fiiining  after  rain  *•'  Such  was  the  gracious  regard 
vhtch  Ood  was  to  manifeft  for  his  peculiar  people,  iir 
the  time  of  their  greateft  perplexity  and  danger,  when; 
environed  by  their  enemies. 

5  For  afore  the  harveft  when  the  bud  is  per- 
fe<^,  and  the  four  grape  is  ripening  in  the 
flower ;  he  fhall  both  cut  off  the  fprigs  with 
pruning-hooksy  and  take  away  artd  cut  down  the 
branches. 

The  prophet  now  reprefents,  in  beautiful,  figunu 
tive  language,  in  what  manner  God  would  a6l  toward 
the  enemies  of  his  people,  who  were  deftined  to  de- 

ftruftion. ^The  nation  who  was  the  fubjeO:  of  thisr 

prediftioh,  is  elegantly  compared  to  a  vine,  after  it 
hath  budded  and  flowered,  and  the  four  grapes  have 
begun  to  ripen,  prognodicating  the  approach  of  a 
plentiful  vintage.  In  this  promifing  condition,  the 
vine  is  violently  deftroyed ;  its  larger  bf^nches  and 
fmaller  ihoots,  laden  with  four  grapes,  aire  broken 
down,  and  left  a  prey  to  the  birds  of  heaven,  and  the 
beafts  of  the  earth,  as  mentioned  in  the  next  verfe. 
The  Aflyrian  nation,  which  is  elfewhere  compared  to 
a  cedar,  is  doubtlefs  meant  by  the  vine,  whofe  condi-- 
tion  is  here  defcribed.  -  Under  the  emblem  of  a  vine, 
producing  buds,  flowers,  and  four  g<'apes,  is  repre- 
lented  the  particular  ftate  of  that  people,  whofe  coun* 
(els  and  hoftile  defigns  againft  Jerufaiem  were  advan« 

^  1}  Sam.  juiii.  4; 

cing 
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cing  to  maturity,  and  approaching  to  execution, 
ivhen  they  expected  to  attain  the  end  they  had  in 
view.  At  this  critical  junAure,  when  they  thought 
to  have  foon  reaped  the  harveft  of  their  labAirs,  the 
mod  high  God  cut  off  both  the  fprigs  and  the 
branches ;  and,  by  one  terrible  ftroke,  killed  both 
great  and  fmall  in  their  numerous  army,  and  for  ever 
deprived  them  of  all  expedations  of  fuccefs  in  the 
fcheme  which  had  been  formed.  When  every  thing 
wore  a  promifmg  appearance  of  terminating  in  the 
accomplifliment  of  their  wiflies,  all  their  profpe&s 
were  difappointed,  and  their  defigns  fruftrated.  At 
once  they  were  divefted  of  their  beauty  and  ftrength, 
and  reduced  to  a  miferable,  forlorn  condition,  whict\ 
\8  farther  defcribed  i^  ^the  following  words' ; 

6  They  (hall  be  left  together  unto  the  fowls, 
of  the  mountains,  and  to  the  beads  of  the  earth : 
and  the  fovirls  fhall  fummer  upon  them,  and  al^ 
the  beafts  of  the  earth  fhall  v^inter  upon  them. 

The  dead  bodies  of  the  Affyrians,  flain  by  the  an- 
gel of  the  Lord,  as  above  reprefented,  were  fo  very 
numerous,  that  they  could  not  poflibly  be  interred  ^ 
and  therefore  were  to  remain  without  burial,  for  food 
to  the  fowls  of  the  mountains,  and  the  beafts  of  the 
earth.  Both  the  young,  who  were  fignified  by  the 
fprigs,  and  the  more  robuft  and  advanced,  intended 
by  the  branches  of  the  vine,  being  cut  off  together, 
were  to  be  left  in  the  open  fields,  to  become  provi- 
fion  for  the  fowls  of  heaven  in  the  fummer-time,  and 

for  the  beads  of  the  earth  in  the  winter-feafon. 

Contemplating  this  extraordinary  event,  we  may  juftly 
adopt  the  words  of  Job :  *  Is  not  deftrudion  to  the 
^  wicked  ?  and  a  ftrange  punilhment  to  the  workers 
*  of  iniquity  •  ?'  Whilft  they  vainly  flatter  themfelves 
with  the  hopes  of  profperity  and  felicity,  unexpededji^ 

*  Job*  xzxi.  3*  t 

inevitable^ 
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inevitable- deftru^on  fuddenly  feizes  upon  them. 
How  oiFten,  in  the  mod  a\i^fui  manner,  hath  the 
Lord  laid  the  axe  of  punifhment  to  the  root  of  tranf- 
p^reiTors,  and  cut  down  both  root  and  branch !  Know- 
ing the  terror,  as  well  as  the  mercy  of  the  Lord,  we 
perfuade  you  to  break  off  your  iniquities  by  repent- 
ance, and  carefully  to  avoid  thofe  criminal  piirfuits 
whereby  you  migtit  bring  yourfelves  intb  the  wretch- 
ed condition  forcibly  defcribed  by  Eliphaz,  the  Te« 
manite :  '  The  wicked  man  travelleth  with  pain  all 
^  his  days. — A  dreadful  found  is  in  his  ears ;  in  pro^ 

*  fpcrity  the  deftroyer  (hall  come  upon  him.-^He  it 

*  waited  for  of  the  fword. — ^Trouble  and  anguifli  (hall 
'  make  Um  afraid ;  they  ihall  prevail  againft  him,  a& 

*  a  king  ready  to  the  battle*;' 

'7  f  In  that  time  fhall  the  jpreferit  be  brought 
unto  the  Lord  of  hods,  of  a  people  fcattered 
and  peeled,  and  from  a  people  terrible  from  their 
beginning  hitherto;  a  natioii  meted  out  and 
trodden  under  foot,  whofe  land  the  rivers  have 
fpoiled,  to  the  place  of  the  name  of  the  Lord 
of  hofts,  the  mount  Zion^ 

Thefe  words  prefent  to  vievir,  the  happy  confe- 
quences  that  were  to  follow  the  tremendous  judgment 
which  all  the  inhabitants  of  the  earth  were  invited  to 
behold.  The  Egyptians  particularly,  who  were  to 
enjoy  great  benefits  from  the  above-mentioned  awful 
event,  were  thereby  to  come  to  the  knowledge  of  the 
one  true  God ;  they  were  to  join  themfelves  to  hid 
church,  and  to  confecrate  their  all  to  his  honour  and 

fcrvice. In  that  time  (or,  after  that  time,  as  the 

words  fignify)  Jball  the  prefent  be  brought  unto  the 
Lord  rf  hqfti.  The  prefent  confided  of  thofe  hono- 
rary gifts  which  perfons,  efpecially  of  rank  and  opu- 

*  Job  XV.  20.  etfeq. 
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leiice,  were  to  offer  to  Jehovah,  as  teftimonies  of  re- 
verence and  refped ;  and  thofe  free-will  offerings, 
whereby  they  were  to  do  homage  to  the  God  of 
Ifrael,  to  demonftrate  their  faith,  love,  and  fubjeftion 
to  him,  who  doth,  in  the  armies  of  heaven,  and  among 
the  inhabitants  of  the  earth,  whatfoever  hepFeafeth. — 
Of  a  people  fcafiered^  &c.  The  fame  charader  which 
was  given  of  the  Egyptians  in  verfe  2d,  is  now  repeat- 
ed. What  was  there  faid  on  this  fubjed,  may  ferve 
now  to  affift  yon  in  underftanding  who  were  the 

people  that  are  here  intended. ^The  prefent  was 

to  be  brought  to  the  place  rf  the  name  of  the  Lord  of 
hojisj  the  mount  Zion ;  to  the  church  of  the  living 
God,  where  his  great  name  is  invoked  and  cele- 
brated, where  his  word  is  publiffied,  his  ordinances 
are  adminiftered,  where,  in  a  peculiar  manner,  he  re- 
iides,  and  affords  his  gracious  prefence  and  enriching 
^leffing  to  his  fervants.  As  I  fliall  have  occafion  to 
treat  this  fubjed  more  fully  in  the  next  chapter,  '  I 
conclude  at  prefent  with  a  few  fhort  remarks,  refpedl- 
ing  the  accompliOiment  of  the  foregoing  predidions. 

This  prophecy  was  fulfilled  by  the  well-known  me- 
morable hOty  which  I  have  had  occafion  frequently  to 
mention  in  our  progrefs  through  this  facred  bodli:,  I 
mean  the  wonderful  overthrow  of  the  Aflyrian  army. 
The  haughty  Affyrian  monarch  having  gone  into 
Egypt  with  part  of  his  troops,  to  diftrefs  that  king- 
dom, on  his  return,  having  advanced  to  Jerufalem,  he 
erected  his  ftandards,  and  blew  his  trumpets,  on  the 
mountains  of  Judea,  meditating  the  total  deftru&ion  of 
its  metropolis.  Whilfl  he  was  expecting  foon  to  en- 
joy the  completion  of  his  hopes,  God,  who,  at  alf 
times,  exercifes  paternal  care  over  his  people,  feemed 
*  to  take  reft,  and  to  allow  the  fcheme,  projeded  by 
their  enemies,  to  be  carried  into  execution  without 
moleftation.  In  this"  emergency,  he  looked  down 
from  heaven  with  kind  affedion,  and  beholding  his 
dwelling  place  in  imminent  danger  of  being  demo- 
lifhed,  he  determined  at  once  to  cut  off  the  infolent 

invaders 


Vbr.  7.      PROPHECIES  op  ISAIAH.  155 

invstders  of  the  city  called  by  his  name,  and  to  im- 
part reviving  confolation  to  his  anxious,  deje£ted 
people.  By  the  terrible  ilaughter  of  one  hundred  and 
eighty-five  thoufand  of  the  Aflyrian  forces,  among 
whom  were  all  their  mighty  men  of  valour,  the  leaders 
and  captains,  he  laved  Jeruialem,  he  delivered  his  dif- 
confolate  fervants,  and  refcued  the  Egyptians  from 
that  oppreffive  power  which  threatened  their  ruin. 
This  aftonifhing  deliverance  was  attended  with  many 
important  confequences ;  and,  among  others,  the 
Egyptians,  though  extremely  addi&ed  to  fuperftition 
and  idolatry,  filled  with  gratitude  for  this  very  extra- 
ordinary interpofition  of  divine  providence,  publicly 
honoured  and  worfhipped  the  God  of  Urael,  and 
brought  him  prefents  to  Jerufalem.  Princes  came 
out  of  Egypt,  becaufe  of  God's  temple  at  Jerufalem, 
and  brought  prefents  unto  him :  Ethiopia  ftretched 
out  her  bands  unto  God.  Sing  unto  God,  ye  king- 
doms of  the  earth :   O  fing  prsufes  unto  the  Lord  *• 

*  PraLlxTiii.  29,  31* 
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PRELIMINARY  OBSERVATIONS. 

THE  fifth  difcourfe,  comprehended  in  the  fecond 
part  of  this  book,  on  which  we  now  enter,  deli- 
neates the  future  fortunes  of  the  ancient  and  renown- 
ed kingdom  of  Egypt.  The  difcourfe  confifts  of  two 
parts.  The  firft  contains  an  elegant  defcriptipn  of 
the  great  calamities  that  were  to  befal  the  Egyptians, 
whereby  their  power  was  to  be  confiderably  abridged. 
The  fecond  exhibits  a  pleafing  view  of  their  reftorar 
tion  from  that  enfeebled  condition  into  a  more  pron 
fperous  ilate,  wherein  they  (hould  begin  to  imbibe 
the  knowledge  of  the  true  God,  as  a  happy  prepara- 
tive to  their  future  converfion  to  him,  and  the  fadth 

and  obedience  of  the  promiied  Meifiah. Under 

the  firft  article,  after  the  infcription,  the  prophet  re-* 
counts  the  various  evils  which  were  to  happen  to  the 
Egyptians,  ver.  i  .—4. :  of  this  fort  were,  inteftine 
wars,  bad  counfel,  ^nd  fubje^tion  to  a  tyrannical 
prince.—: — ^The  dangerous  confequences  refulting 
from  thefe  evils  are  next  mentioned,  yen.  5.-r-io.: 
among  which  were,  general  forrow  and  lamentation, 

and  the  diminution  of  the  waters  of  the  Nile. 

The  fources  of  all  thefe  calamities  are  then  pointed 
out  to  have  been  the  want  of  good  advice,  the  ftupi- 
dity  of  their  princes,  and  the  prevailing  peryerfity  of 
fpirit  among  the  people,  ver.  1 1. — 17.— —Under  the 
fecond  article,  is  exhibited  the  grace  of  God,  and  hi^ 
lundnefs  to  that  people,  in  communicating  to  them 
the  knowledge  of  true  religion,  which  is  fignified  by 
their  fpeaking  the  language  of  Canaan,  and  fwearing 
to  the  Lord,  iffc.  ver.  18,  19,  20.  The  caufes  from 
whence  this  immenfe  benefit  proceeded,  are  next  de^ 
lineated;  and  the  remarkable  effeds  with  vhich  it 
fhould  be  accompanied,  are  fpecified,  fuch  as  agree- 
able intercourfe  among  the  people  of  God,  and  their 
enjoyment  of  his  enriching  bleffing,  ver.  2 1 .  to  end 

^f  the  chapter. ^This  prophecy  feems  defigned  tcx 

teacb 
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teach  the  church,  that  the  God  of  Ifrael  prefides  over 
ail  human  affairs :  that  all  events,  whether  profperous 
or  adverfe,  which  befal  kingdoms  and  empires,  as  well 
as  individuals,  are  ordered  and  adjufled  by  his  wif- 
dom  and  righteoufnefs,  fo  as  exa^Iy  to  fulfil  his 
counfel  and  purpofe:  that,  amidft  all  the  changes 
that  happen  among  the  nations,  the  wifdom  and  duty 
of  the  faints  couHft^,  in  obferving  the  all-direding 
hand  of  Jehovah,  and  in  attending  to  his  difpenfa- 
tions,  which  ferve  to  unfold  his  caunfels,  to  explain 
the  defigns  of  his  providence,  and  to  s^ccomplifh  the 
predi&ions  delivered  by  the  prophets.  As  the  fulfiU 
meot  of  prophecy  bears  teftimony  to  the  veracity  of 
God,  the  Governor  of  the  world  and  the  church,  fo 
it  demonftrates  the  divine  authority  of  the  prophet 
who  delivered  it,  whofe  dodrine  therefore  demands 

the  moft  cordial  belief. r-This  difcourfe  was  alfo 

well  adapted  to  convince  the  Egyptians,  to  whom  it 
might  be  publiflied,  of  thofe  heinous  crimes  whereby 
they  had  expofed  themfelves  to  ^wful  judgments: 
of  this  fort  were,  their  deteftable  fuperftition  and 
idolatry;  their  intolerable  pride  and  confidence  in 
their  own  wifdom,  riches,  and  (Irength.  To  all 
which  I  may  add,  that  it  was  admirably  fuited  to 
confole  the  minds  of  the  godly,  then  expelling  the 
kingdom  of  the  Mefliah,  who  were  thereby  taught  to. 
look  forward  to  the  future  converfion  of  the  Kgyp-» 
tians  to  the  faith  and  obedience  of  the  word  of  God« 


CHAP.    XIX. 

THE  burden  of  Egypt.  Behold,  the  Lord 
rideth  upon  a  fwift  cloud,  and  (hall  come 
into  Egypt,  and  the  idols  of  Egypt  fhall  be 
moved  at  his  prefence,  and  the  heart  of  Egypt 
|hall  melt  in  (he  midfl  of  it. 

The 
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The  following  prophecy  bears  the  infcription  of 
The  burden  of  Egypt.  No  one  kingdom  in  the  world 
hath  boafted  more  of  its  antiquity,  of  the  fertility  of 
its  foil,  of  its  natural  fortifications,  of  the  number^ 
the  riches,  the  wifdom,  and  ingenuity  of  its  inhabi- 
tants, and  of  aftonifliing  works  performed  by  labour 
and  art,  than  Egypt.  As  it  is  the  fubjed  of  the  pre-* 
didions  delivered  in  this  chapter,  the  country  wherein 
the  pofterity  of  Ifrael  were  detained  in  bondage,  the 
theatre  upon  which  God  difplayed  his  wonders  of 
old,  and  frequently  mentioned  in  fcripture,'  I  (hall 
make  a  few  remarks  on  the  feveral  articles  now  men- 
tioned*  ^The  kingdom  was  probably  founded  by 

Mizraim  (the  Hebrew  name  of  Egypt),  who  was  the 
grandfon  of  Noah,  about  eighteen  hundred  years  af- 
ter ^e  creation  of  the  world,  and  from  him  derived 

its  name. Such  was  the  furprifing  fertility  of  its 

foil,  that  th^  fame  land  is  faid  to  have  yielded  three 
or  four  di£ferent  crops  in  one  year«  It  produced  great 
plenty  of  the  mod  excellent  fruits ;  and  fo  rich  were 
the  paftures,  that  they  foon  fed  the  cattle  to  a  large 
fize*  Such  were  the  immenfe  crops  of  corn  that  grew 
ifk  the  country,  that  the  very  numerous  inhabitants 
were  not  only  plentifully  fopplled,  but  vaft  quantities 
were  exported  to  the  great  cities  of  Rome  and  Con- 

ftantinople. Egypt,  which  was  ftrongly  fortified 

both  by  nature  and  art,  kept  continually  in  pa^y,  and 
ready  for  adual  fervice,  four  hundred  tboufand  welU 
difciplined  troops.  More  than  double  that  number  were 
raifed  on  fome  emergencies.  Shifliak  went  up  againft  Je- 
rufalem  with  twelve  hundred  chariots,  fixty  thoufand 

horfemen,  and  people  without  number. It  anciently 

comprehended  a  prodigious  number  cf  cities,  which 
contained  an  almoft  incredible  multitude  of  inhabi* 
tants.    Some  hiflorians  have  afSrmed,  that  there  were 
once  twenty  thoufand  inhabited  cities  in  Egypt  *>■ 
This  country  was  confidered  by  the  ancients,  as  the 

*  Herodot.  lib.  ii.  cap.  177. 

mofk 
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moft  renowned  fchool  for  wifdom  and  learning,  and 
the  fource  from  whence  the  arts  and  fciences  derived 
thdr  origin.  Mofes,  the  fervant  of  the  Lord,  is  there^^ 
fore  celebrated  in  fcripture,  as  having  been  learned  in 

all  the  wifdom  of  the  Egyptians. ^The  magnificent 

pyramids,  temples,  palaces,  and  the  labyrinth,  which 
adorned  this  kingdom,  the  remains  of  which  ftill 
llrike  the  beholders  with  wonder,  difplayed  the  (kill, 
the  liches,  and  abilities  of  thofe  who  planned  and 
executed  them.  What  a  grand  city  muft  Thebes  have 
been,  which  is  celebrated  for  having  had  a  hundred 
gates,  from  each  of  which  it  could  have  fent  out  ten 
tbooiaDd  fighting  men ;  and  wherein  there  was  a  pa* 
lace,  having  in  it  a  hall  fupported  by  one  hundred 
and  twenty  pillars,  fix  fathoms  round,  and  propor- 
tionably  high !  One  of  the  pyramids  built  in  Egypt, 
is  £ud  to  have  had  a  fquare  bafe,  each  fide  of  which 
meafured  one  hundred  and  ten  fathoms,  and  railed  to 
the  amazing  height  of  feventy-feven  fathoms,  with 
/tones  that  were  thirty  feet  in  length.  According  to 
foine  writers,  each  fide  was  eight  hundred  feet  broad, 
and  as  many  high.  Hie  labyrinth  was  an  aftonifh- 
ing  pile  of  building,  containing  twelve  palaces  regu- 
larly  diipofed,  and  communicathig  with  each  other, 
m  which  were  fifteen  hundred  room$,  ranged  round 
twelve  great  halls,  and  having  the  like  number  of 
buildings  utider  ground.    Thefe  are  a  few  fpecimens 

of  Egyptian  grandeur. Of  all  the  wonders  ia 

Egypt,  the  greateft  is  the  river  Nile,  whofe  waters 
cover  the  whole  country,  by  its  regular  inundations, 
and  fupply  the  want  of  rain,  by  bringing  in  the  wa- 
ters  of  other  countries.  This  famous  river,  which 
takes  its  rife  in  Abyifinia,  being  much  fwclied  in  its 
progreis,  by  the  great  rains  which  fall,  at  certain  Tea- 
fong,  in  the  countries  through  which  it  paiTes,  and 
having  received  large  acceflions  from  different  quar- 
ters, begins  to  rife  about  the  middle  of  June,  increafes 
until  the  end  of  September,  and  then  gradually  de- 
creafcs  during  Oftober  and  November,  after  which 

it 
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it  returns  to  its  own  channel;  The  inundations  rile 
commonly  to  the  height  of  about  twenty-four  feet 
upon  the  low  grounds.  The  fruitful  part  of- Egypt  is 
one  long  vale,  through  the  midft  of  which  runs  the 
Nile,  bounded  on  each  fide  to  the  eaft  and  weft  by  a 
long  chain  of  mountains. — — ^Uch  is  the  land  of 
Egypt,  of  which  this  prophecy  is  called  Thd  burden. 
The  predictions  ivbich  it  contains,  of  fevere  calamities 
that  were  to  befal  that  kingdom,  would^  no  doubt,  be 
very  diftreffing  to  our  prophet  when  he  delivered 
them^  and  looked  forward  to  their  accomplifliment ; 
and  they  would  be  ftill  more  grievous  and  afHi£ting 
tothat  people,  who  were  obliged  to  hear  and  to  fuf- 
tain  them* 

Behold  the  Lord  rideth  upon  afivift  cloudy  &c.  The 
fupreme  Governor  of  the  univeife  is  here,  intro-^ 
duced,  going  into  Egypt  with  the  utmoft  fpeed,  and 

the  efFefts  or  his  advent  are  defcribed. ^Though 

the  moft  high  God  is  at  all  times  every  where  pre^ 
Hent,  he  i8,^in  fcripture- language,  faid  to  come  into  a 
place,  where  he  gives  ftriking  proofs  of  his  prefence^ 
by  remarkable  difplays  of  his  majefty,  mercy,  or 
juftice.  Hence  he  is  faid  to  have  defeended  in  a 
cloud,  to  promulgate  his* law  to  the  children  of  Ifrael 
at  mount  Sinai ;  and,  at  the  end  of  the  world,  the 
Son  of  God  will  come  in  the  clouds,  to  execute  judg- 
ment on  all  nations.  The  expreffion  before  us,  hath 
a  manifeft  allufion  to  the  condud  of  a  prince^  who/ 
having  received  intelligence  of  certain  enofdfious 
crimes  being  committed  in  fome  diftant  part  of  his 
dominions,  immediately  goes  thither  in  perfon,  that 
he  may  fpeedily  put  a  ftop  to  the  infults  that  have 
been  offered  to  his  authority,  and  execute  vengeance 
upon  the  guilty.  For  fimilar  purpofes^  the  King  of 
nations  is  reprefented  riding  into  Egypt^  upon  afwift 

cloud. ^How  magnificent  the  idea  conveyed  by 

thefe  words,  of  the  divine  Majefty  riding  upon  the 
heavens,,  making  the  clouds  his  chariots,  and  walking 

upon 
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apon  the  wings  of  the  wind  *.  At  his  approach,  the 
rnoft^  powerful  kingdoms  of  the  world  are  filled  with 
difmay  and  terror.  The  expreffioa  pldnly  intimates, 
theperfed  knowledge  that  God  hath  of  all  human 
afiairs ;  that  he  clearly  obferved  the  pride^  the  fuper- 
ftition,  and  wickednefs  of  the  Egyptians,  which  caJled 
for  righteous  vengeance  from  heaven.  It  likewife 
gave  inftru£tive  warning,  that  the  time  of  God's  long- 
fuffering  patience  being  expired,  he  would  quickly 
bring  upon  the  Egyptians,  unexpe&ed,  irrefiftible, 
awful  judgments,  which  their  (ins  deferved,  and  prove 
a  fwift  witnefs  againft  them. 

And  the  idols  of  Egypt  Jhall  be  momed  at  his  frefence. 
Of  all  nations,  the  Egyptians  were  the  mod  abandoned 
to  the  grofieft  fuperftition  and  idolatry.  They  uni* 
vetlally  adored  Afiris  and  Ids,  which  are  fuppofed  to 
have  been  the  fun  and  moon.  Beiides  thefe  gods, 
and  im^es  made  with  hands,  they  worihipp^d  feveral 
kinds  ofbeafts,  fuch  as  the  ox,  the  dog,  the  cat,  &f^. 
So  great  was  their  refped  for  thefe  animals,  that,  in 
the  time  of  a  fevere  femine,  rather  than  feed  upon 
any  of  them,  they  chofe  to  eat  human  flefii.  At  the 
divine  prefence,  the  idols  of  the  Egyptians  ihould  fall 
down,  like  Dagon  before  the  arl^  St  Jehovah.  Whei\ 
God  was  to  a[^ar,  executing  righteous  judgment 
upon  that  people,  the  deities  which  they  honoured, 
being  utterly  unable  to  afford  them  the  afliftance  that 
tbey  cxpeded,  were  to  tremble,  in  dread  of  the 
threatened  calamities ;  they  were  to  be  removed  from 
the  places  they  occupied,  and  to  be  deprived  of  the 
refpeft  formerly  Ihewn  them.— ^^yf«rf  the  heart  of 
Egypt  Jhall  melt  in  the  midji  of  it.  The  hearts  of  the 
nioft  valiant  and  cour^igeous  among  them  were  to 
fail,  and  to  melt  like  waac  before  the  fire,  terrified  at 
the  impending  judgments  which  threatened  their  de- 
flruftion.  In  this  fenfe  thie  phrafe  is  often  ufed  in 
fcripture,  as  in  Deut.  xx.  8.  where  the  officers  were 

♦  See  Pfal.  civ.  3. 

Vol.  II.  .     X  ordered 
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ordered  to  fpeak  thus  unto  the  people  of  Ifrael,  when 
they  went  out  to  battle :   *  tVhat  man  is  fearful  an(| 

*  faint-hearted,  let  him  go  and  return  to  his  houfe^ 
<  left  his  brethreqs  heart  faint  (or  meh)  as  well  a^ 

*  bis  heart/  At  the  approach  of  the  pred}£ted  cala- 
mities, not  only  were  the  idols  to  he  removed^  but  the 
Egyptifuis  themfelves,  unable  to  make  any  effedua) 
refiftance,  were  to  become  e:(;tremely  ^uixious  and  ti- 
inid«*^-^T^This  prophecy,  with  the  predi£tions  deliverr 
ed  by  Jeremiah  and  Ezekiel,  refpeOing  the  deftruc^ 
tion  of  the  idols  of  Cgypt,  were  fulfilled,  when  Ne«> 
buchadnezzar  marched  into  that  country.  The  ap- 
proach of  that  haughty )  powerful  monarch  would,  na 
doubt,  Qverwheim  the  Egyptians  with  fear  and  dread  j 
and,  on  bis  entering  the  country,  their  idols  would 
be  contemned  and  abolifhed.  It  was  more  fully  ac* 
complifhed  afterward,  when  Cambyfes  invaded  Egypt^ 
kiUcd  the  bulls  which  were  worlhipped,  fpoiled  the 
temples  of  the  ludicrous  images  to  which  the  inhabit 
tants  i^d  homage,  ^d  ti^en  demoliihed  then\. 

2  And  I  will  fct  the  Egyptians  againft  the 
Egyptians:  and  they  fhall  fight  every  one 
againft  his  brother,  and  every  Qpe  againft  hi$ 
neighbour ;  city  agaiiift  city,  an^i  kingdon^ 
^Igaiuft  kingdom. 

In  this  verf^,  a  civil  war  is  foretold  to  arife  in  Egypt, 
whereby  the  kingdom  was  to  be  greatly  diftraaed, 
and  divided  into  fadions.  The  calamities  which 
were  to  befal  the  Egyptians,  ihould  be  occkfioned,^ 
not  by  foreign  invalion  only,  but  alfo  by  inteftine 
commotions.  One  part  of  the  inhabitants  were  to 
zSt  in  hoRility  againft  the  other ;  even  thpHe  who. 
were  moft  intimately  connefted  by  the  ties  of  blood, 
as  brothers,  and  by  local  fituation,  as  neighbours, 
l-aying  afide  brotherly  kindnefs,  and  the  offices  of 
^ood  neighbourhood,  one  individual  would  prove  inir 
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mical  to  another ;  one  city,  and  one  kingdom,  would 
rife  up  againft  another.  This  terrible  calamity,  of 
dvil  difcord  and  contention,  was  to  diffiiie  itfelf 
through  the  whole  empire,  a^  .d  to  be  one  mean  of 
bringing  it  to  defoIation.«-i— ^This  predi&ion  was 
verified  in  At  days  of  Manafleh,  king  of  Judalu 
Thoagh>  prior  to  that  period,  Egypt  was  but  oat 
kingdom,  governed  oiily  by  one  prince,  yet,  after  th^ 
deatn  of  Setfaon,  the  people  difagreeing  about  the  fuc- 
ceffioQ,  they  continued  neit  two  years  in  a  ftate  of 
anarchy,  during  which  time  great  difordets  arofe 
among  them.  After  this  period,  twelve  of  the  princi- 
pal aoUemen  determined  to  feize  upon  the  kingdom^ 
to  divide  it  into  fo  many  parts,  of  which  each  of  theifi 
vas  to  preiide  over  one.  Having  governed  the  king- 
dom upon  this  plan  for  about  fifteen  yttrs,  the  princes 
differed  among  themfelves,  and  ei:cluded  one  of  their 
number  from  the  government ;  who,  colk£ting  toge^ 
ther  an  army,  fought  and  conquered  the  other  eleven 
priaces,  and  reigned  over  the  whole  country  *• 

3  And  the  fpirit  of  Egypi  iKall  fail  in  tht 
midft  thereof;  and  I  will  deftroy  the  counfel 
thereof:  and  they  (hall  feek  to  thfe  idols,  and  to 
the  charmers,  and  to  theiiithat  have  familiar 
fpiritSi  and  to  the  Wizardsi 

Thefe  civil  difcords  among  the  Egyptians,  and  the 
contentions  of  citizens,  were  to  be  accompanied  with 
the  want  of  wifdom  and  counfel,  which  were  requifit^ 
to  dire£k  them  in  various  perplexing  circumftancer*^ 
Though  they  were  highly  tenowned  for  erudition 
and  lieaming,  fo  that  philofcpherSj  frotii  different 
coutitries,  went  thither  for  their  improvement  in 
knowledge ;  yet,  at  the  time  to  which  this  prophecy 
referred,  their  wifdom  and  ability  to  give  counfel 
were  to  be  greatly  impaired.     That  fpirit  by  which 

*  Bee  RoSsn'f  HHtory  of  the  Kings  of  Egypt. 

they 
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they  had  acquired  great  celebrity  Ihould  fail,  Vke 
brooks  of  water  during  the  drought  of  fummer,  fo  as 

never  more  to  be  confpicuous. And  they  Jhall  feek 

to  the  idols  J  &c.  with  which  the  land  every  where 
abounded ;  and  to  the  charmers,  who  ufed  incanta^ 
lions  and  enchantments.— —i^mf  to  them  that  have/a^ 
miliar  fpirits J  &c. ;  to  magicians,  forcerers,  and  con- 
jurers, with  whom  they  frequently  confulted  in  diffi- 
cult  cafes,  and  in  whofe  wifdom  and  ikill  they  had 
much  confidence.  To  perfons  of  thefe  defcriptions, 
they  were  to  have  recourfe  for  advice  in  their  divided, 
perplexed  circumftances,  that  they  might  be  direded 
in  what  manner  they  ought  to  conduft  themfelves.— 
Were  it  neceflary  here  to  adduce  hiftorical  proofs^ 
they  might  eafily  be  brought  to  fhew,  that  the  Egyp- 
tians were  a£fcually  reduced  to  this  diftrefled  condition 
before  that  Cambyfes,  with  his  army,  entered  their 
country.  I  fuppofe  it  fufficient  at  prefent  to  have 
mentioned  this  circumftance. 

4  And  the  Egyptians  will  I  give  over  Into 
the  hand  oi  a  cruel  lord  ;  and  a  fierce  king  fhall 
rule  over  them,  faith  the  Lord,  the  Lord  of 
hofls. 

The  opprefTion  of  Egypt  by  a  tyrannical  prince,  is 

foretold  in  this  verfe. ^This  is  the  greateft  and 

moft  grievous  calamity  of  any  that  hath  yet  been 
mentioned.  The  word  tranflated  give  overy  fignifies 
alfo  to  Jhut  upy  as  it  is  rendered  in  the  margin ;  and 
emphatically  exprefies  the  abje£t  mstnner  in  which  the 
Egyptians  were  to  be  fubjedled  to  the  power  of  the 
cruel,  arbitrary  prince,  who  is  here  intended;  He 
would  rigoroufly  rule  over  them ;  and  treat  them  with 
fuch  fever ity  and  ctuelty,  that  his  tyrannical  oppref- 

(ion  was  to  be  felt  as  a  heavy  divine  judgment. It 

is  unneceiTary  to  enlarge.  This  cruel  lord,  and  fierce 
king,  was  probablyTfammiticus,  who  became  fo  very 
obnoxious  to  his  fubjeds,  through  his  rapacity  and 

violence. 
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violence,  that  two  hundred  thouland  of  his  foldlers 
are  faid  to  have  deferted,  and  to  have  gone  into 
£thiopia — or  thePeriian  princes,Cambyfes  andOchus, 
who  are  reported  to  have  been  imperious^  cruel  kings. 
Thefe  laft-mentioned  fubdued  the  Egyptians,  and  re- 
duced them  to  a  (late  of  fervitude  and  vafTalage.  To 
give  the  utmoft  certainty  and  {lability  to  this  declara- 
tion, it  is  folenmly  ratified  by  the  faithful  God,  the 
Lord  of  hofts. 

5  And  the  waters  (hall  fail  from  the  fea,  and 
the  river  (hall  be  wafted  and  dried  up. 

The  above-mentioned  calamities  were  to  be  attend- 
ed with  a  very  conliderable  diminution  of  the  waters 
of  the  Nile,  which  were  highly  neceffary  to  the  ferti- 
lity of  the  foil,  and  the  profperity  of  the  country. 
The  vaft  confluence  of  waters,  which,  through  the 
overflowing  of  the  Nile,  covered  the  land  of  .Egypt, 
difcharged  themfelves  into  the  fea.  In  dry  feafons, 
when  the  inundation  did  not  rife  above  eighteen,  in- 
ftead  of  twenty-four  feet,  a  famine  was  dreaded ;  and, 
after  the  waters  were  conveyed,  by  various  ways,  into 
the  country,  and  difpofed  of  with  gteat  care,  that  all 
the  inhabitants  might  fliare  in  the  benefit,  it  is  fup- 
pofed,  that  a  tenth  part  of  them  did  not  reach  the 
lea.  In  this  manner  the  predidion  before  us  was  ful- 
filled ;  the  river  was  wafted  and  dried  up,  on  which 
depended  both  the  trade  and  fertility  of  Egypt.  A  great 
drought,  which  was  to  be  followed  with  a  fcarcity  of 
provisions,  is  the  judgment  threatened  in  thefe  words. 

6  And  they  fhall  turn  the  rivers  far  away, 
and  the  brooks  of  defence  (hall  be  emptied  and 
dried  up :  the  reeds  and  flags  (hall  wither. 

In  this  and  the  next  fouj  verfes,  are  repre&nted 
the  fad  effefts  of  the  drought  above  predifted.  Pha- 
raoh-Necho,.the  fon  of  Plammiticus,  formed  the  vaft 

defign 
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deHgn  of  jpining  the  river  Nile  with  the  Red  Sea,  by 
means  of  a  large  canal ;  in  which  arduous  eaterprile, 
he  is  faid  to  have  loft  one  hundred  and  twenty  thou- 
fand  men.  though  he  was  unable  to  coiiiplet^  this 
great  work,  it  is  very  probable  that  the  waters  of  ttie 
Nile  might  be  thereby  coniiderably  diniiniflied,  to 
the  no  fmall  detriment  of  the  land  of  Egypt.  To 
fiaicilitate  this  defign^  the  waters,  as  here  predi6ied^ 

might' be  turned  Far  away.— And  the  brooks  of  de^ 

fence  Jhall  be  emptied^  &c.  The  brooks  that  wete  fup* 
plied  with  water  from  the  Nile,  and  the  rivers  that 
were  ufeful  to  defend  the  country  frotn  foreign  inva- 
fion,  fhould  be  either  much  impaired^  ot*  wholly 
dried  up,  fo  that  they  douid  not  ferve  the  purpofes  to 
which  they  had  been  improved*—^ — The  reeds  and 
jiags  Jhall  wither.  In  the  land  of  Egypt,  there  Were 
many  marflie^,  fens,  and  low  grounds,  fituated  by 
the  brooks,  where  reeds  and* flags,  and  a  kind  of 
rufhes,  grew  to  a  great  height.  Thefe  Were  exceed- 
ingly ufeful  to  the  inhabitants,  li^ho  made  them  into 
boats,  and  various  forts  of  veffels  employed  in  failings 
into  nets  for  fifhing,  and  mats  for  covering  their  bed^ 
Deprived  of  the  waters  and  moifture  whereby  they 
were  nouriihed,  they  would  foon  wither  and  decay^ 
to  the  no  fmall  lofs  of  the  Egyptians^ 

7^  The  paper-reeds  by  the  brooks,  by  the 
mouth  of  the  brooks,  and  every  thing  fowii  by 
the  brooks  fhall  wither,  l)e  driven  away,  and  be 
no  more. 

The  fubjeft  introduced  in  the  former  verfes  19 
here  continued.-^— The  paper-reeds  were  the  reeds 
.of  which  the  paper  was  made,  ufed  by  the  Egyptians. 
From  the  root  of. this  plant  grew  up  many  triangular 
flalks,  near  a  fpan  in  thicknefs,  to  the  height  of  nine 
-  or  ten  feet.  After  the  root  and  top  were  cut  off,  the 
pellicles  or  coats  were  dripped  off,  then  they  were 
extended  upon  a  table,  and  being  preffed  and  dried, 

they 
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thejr  trere  glued  together  and  fmoothed.  This  pro- 
ceft  being  finiihed,  they^  were  ufed  for  the  fame  pur- 
pofes  with  paper  among  us.  Of  this  article,  an  amazing 
quantity  was  manufadured  in  Egypt.  Thefe  papers 
reeds  grew  in  greateft  abundance,  and  to  higheft 
perfe^on,  by  the  brooks ;  and  efpecially  at  the 
mouth  of  the  brooks,  where  the  water  was  moft  apt 
to  (tagnate.  It  is  evident  then,  that  when  this  fpecies 
of  plants,  together  with  every  thing  fown  near  theni, 
withered,  and  were  driven  away,  provifions  mu(l 
have  been  very  fcarce,  the  trade  and  manufaftures  of 
Egypt  nuift  have  fuffered  very  much,  and  the  people 
muft  have  been  reduced  to  a  deplorable  condition. 
The  lo/s  would  be  dill  increafed  by  the  want  of  ma-^ 
terials  for  building  and  rigging  of  (hips,  and  feveral 
other  articles  of  commerce,  which  ^re  faid  to  .have 
t)een  made  of  thefe  reeds. 

S  Tie  fiihers  alfo  (hall  mourn,  and  all  they 
that  caft  angle  into  the  brooks  fhall  lament,  and 
they  that  fprea4  nets  upon  the  waters  ihall  lan^ 

The  tatnentable  effeds  of  the  above-mentioned  ca- 
lamides,  oa  the  different  clafles  of  people,  are  next 
reprefcntedf— ^— The  waters  being  greatly  diminifhed 
or  dried  up,  thofe  who  had  been  employed  in  fifhing 
with  nets,  or  angling  with  the  rod,  for  profit  or 
axnufement,  would  be  greatly  4iftrefled,  by  being  de- 
privul  of  the  opportunity  of  following  that  cccupa* 
tjon.  Thofe  who  were  engaged  in  the  feveral  em- 
ployments here  fpedfied,  muft  have  formed  a  very 
numerous  chfs  of  people  in  Egypt,  where  there  was 
ib  much  water,  and  where  the  inhabitants,  through 
tbdr  foolifh  fuperftition,  lived  much  upon  fi(h.  Thofe 
who  were  fiihers  by  trade,  and  thofe  who  occaOonaHy 
6ihed  for  recreation,  were  to  mourn  and  lament  the 
lofs  which  they  fuftained,  by  the  waters  being  dried 
Bp:  the  former  would  bewail  the  poor,  ftraitened 

conditioi^ 
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condition  to  vthich  they  were  reduced^  and  the  latter 
would  much  regret  the  want  of  their  former  amufe* 

ment.-7 They  thatfpread  nets  upon  the  waters  jhall 

languijhy  and  become  enfeebled,  through  want  of  em- 
ployment ^nd  fubfiftence. 

9  Moreover,  they  that  work  in  fine  flax,  and 
they  that  weave  net-works  (hall  be  confounded. 

The  manufadiurers,  as  well  as  the  fifhermen,  were 

to  fuffer  greatly  by  the  diminution  of  the  waters  in 

Egypt. — r-Prodigious  quantities  of  flax  grew  in  the 

land  of  Egypt,  and  formed  a  conftderable  branch  of 

commerce  with  foreign  countries.     Hence  we  read, 

that '  this  kingdom  traded  with  Tyrus  in  fine  linen 

^  and  broidered  work  */     And  in  the  days  of  king^ 

Solomon,  *  the  Ifraelites  had  linen  yam  brought  them 

*  from  Egypt,  which  the  king's  merchants  received 

^  at  a  price  f .'    The  fpinning  of  flax  into  yarn,  and 

the  working  that  yarn  into  cloth,  employed  an  im- 

menfe  number  of  hands,  who  carried  this  bufinefs  ta 

great  perfeftion.     Of  their .  flax,  the  Egyptians  not 

only  made  linen  ,of  various  kinds,  but  they  alfo  wove 

net-works,   which  ferved  different   purpofes*    The 

Hebrew  word  fignifies  white  works  ;  and  may  denote 

thin  fliewy  eloth,  like  that  called  gauze,  among  ua 

intended  chiefly  for  ornament.    The  people  employed 

in  this  trade,  our  prophet  declares,  fliaU  be  confound* 

cd,  at  the  time  to  which  this  prophecy  referred.   The 

flax  being  withered  an(^  gone,  they  were  to  have  very 

Tittle  or  none  to  fpin  into  yarn,  and  confequ)ently 

little  or  no  yarn  to  weave  into  linen  or  net-work. 

The  tradefmen  therefore,  deprived  of  work,  and.  the 

means  of  fubfiftence,  would  be  filled  with  aftoni(h- 

ment  and  confufion,  at  the  lamentable  change  of  cir<* 

cumflances  which  they  experienced. 

*  Ezek.  xxvii.  7.  f  2  Chron.  i.  16, 

lo  And 
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I  o  And  they  (hall  be  broken  in  the  purpofes 
thereof,  all  that  make  fluices  and  pondd  for  fi(h. 

Thefe  words,  zk  they  (land  cohnefted,  require  little 
or  no  comment  to  render  them  more  intelligible« 
Thofe  who  wove  net-works,  and  wrought  ill  flax,  be« 
ing  deprived  of  the  fupplies  of  that  article  Which  they 
formerly  received,  were  to  b^  difapjx>inted  in  their 
defigns,  and  fruftrated  in  their  expeftatlons.  Difpi-. 
rited  and  confounded  by  this  remarkable  change  of 
drcumftances,  they,  their  conne£tion^  and  depend- 
ents, along  with  thofe  who  ufed  tp  be  enipbyed  in 
making  fluices  for  letting  in  and  off  the  watet,  and  iii 
forming  fifli-ponds  in  fields  or  gardens,  weie  to  unite 
in  bewailinff  their  forlorn  cohditidti,  and  that  all 
their  piirpoles  and  projeds  weire  eddrely  baffled  and 

broken. ^In  this  manner  were  the  various  enter- 

prifes  of  thefe  difierent  ctaflbs  of  citizetis  defeatecU 
and  their  devices  made  of  none  effe£l,  as  the  jufT 
punifliment  of  their  having  put  that  confidence  in  the 
means  of  acquiring  wealth,  and  in  idols,  which  they 
ought  to  have  placed  in  God  alone,  who  gave  them 
all  things  richly  to  enjoy.  Such  was  the  feverity  of 
God's  judgments  tipoii  the  Egyptians,  that  it  reached 
to  all  their  enjoyments,  and  to  evei^  defcription  of 
petfons  among  them.  They  had  ftrong  cities ;  and 
among  them  tW\\  difcord  was  to  prevail.  For  a  long 
period  they  had  continued  uncdnquered ;  a  fierce 
king  was  to  fubdue  and  rule  them.  They  had  great 
rivers ;  but  they  were  to  be  confiderably  diminiflied 
and  dried  up.  They  had  an  extehfive  commerce  j 
but  the  chief  articles  of  which  it  coiififted,  were  to 
fail  from  among  them;^—*— Beware  then,  my  friends,  of 
tniiling  to  external  advantages,  left  ye  provoke  God 
to  deprive  you  of  them.  If  they  are  mukiplied,  fet 
not  your  hearts  upon  them,  as  if  they  could  fcreen 
you  from  danger,  or  affotd  you  permanent  happinefs. 
We  are  too  apt  to  fet  oijr  hearts  upon  prefent  enjoys 
ments  ;   and,  therefore,  we  are  required  to  keep 

Vox..  IL  Y  them 
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them  with  all  diligence.  The  more  moderately  that 
we  value  our  temporal  comforts,  the  longer  we  may 
hope  to  poiTefs  them ;  the  more  fondly  that  we  dote 
upon  them,  the  ihorter  we  may  exped  will  be  their 
duration*  ^ 

1 1  1[  Surely  the  princes  of  Zoan  are  fools^ 
the  counfel  of  the  wife  counfellors  of  Pharaoh  is 
become  brutifh  :  how  fay  ye  unto  Pharaoh,  I  am 
the  fon  of  the  wife,  the  fon  of  ancient  kings  ? 

The  prophet  now  proceeds  to  point  out  the  more 
immediate  caufes  of  the  calamities  which  befel  the 
Egyptians ;  and  the  firft  which  he  afligns,  is  the  want 
of  good  counfel. — '- — The  proportion  contained  in 
this  verfe,  is  introduced  by  the  word  fureljj  which 
feems  intended  to  confirm  the  truth  which  is  affert*^ 

ed The  princes  rf  Zoan  are  fools.    The  princes  of 

whom  Ifaiah  fpeaks,  were  thofe  illuftrious  perfonages 
of  the  firft  rank,  who  were  admitted  into  the  counfels 
of  the  king  of  Egypt,  and  called  to  give  their  advice 
in  difficult  cafes.  Zoan  was  a  very  ancient  city  in 
Egypt,  where  the  Lord,  by  the  hand  of  Mofes,  per- 
formed thofe  ftupendoul  miracles  before  Pharaoh  and 
his  people,  whereby  they  were  compelled  to  allow  the 
Ifraelites  to  depart  the  kingdom.  In  that  early  period ,  ■ 
it  was  a  royal  city,  wherein  the  king'and  his  court 
refided.  The  princes,  of  counfellors  of  this  city,  at 
the  time  here  referred  to,  are  pronounced  fools,  weak 
imprudent  men,  who.advife  and  ad  inconfiderately, 
and  foolifhly  fuggeft  to  their  fovereign  thofe  perni- 
cious counfels,  the  execution  of  which  would  prove 
extremely  injurious  to  him  and  the  interefts  of  his 
kingdom.— —rA^  counfel  of  the  wife  counfellors  of 
Pharaoh  is  become  brutijh*  The  fentiment  cont^ned 
in  the  preceding  claufe,  is  again  expreflf^d  in  ftronger 
terms.  Pharaoh  was  the  name  anciently  given  to  the 
reigning  princes  of  Egypt.  The  advice  offered  to  the 
monarch  by  his  wife  counfellors,  is  affirmed  to  be 

brutilh^ 


L  ^ 
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bradihy  deftitute  of  reafon  and  prudence.  The  wileft 
men  about  the  throne  were,  it  feems,  incapable  of 
giving  wholefome  ^dvice  to  their  prince :  they  were 
infiituated  and  corrupted  to  fuch  a  degree,  that  they 
could  not  direft  what  meafures  were  proper  to  be 
adopted  in  the  management  of  public  affairs*-**— ^If 
fuch  was  the  chara&er  of  thefe  pretended  fages,  the 
following  words,  in  which  their  vain-  confidence  is 
exploded,  are  with  great  propriety  addreffed  to  them : 
Hmv  fay  ye^  &c.  Having  given  bad  counfel  to  your 
prince,  how  can  ye  have  the  effrontery  to  boaft  of 
your  royal  defcent  and  dignity  ?  After  ye  have  given 
repeated  proofs  of  your  folly  and  fottifiinefs  in  con- 
duding  the  moft  important  affairs,  and  a£ted  mod 
nnwordiy  of  thofe  great  anceftors  from  whom  ye 
boaft  of  bang  defcended,  how  can  ye  prefume  to  apo^ 
logize  to  Pharaoh,  by  claiming  kindred  with  ancient 

12  Where  arc  they  ?  where  are  thy  wife  menf" 
and  let  them  tell  thee  now,  and  let  them  know 
what  the  Lord  of  hofts  hath  purpofed  upoi\ 

Egypt, 

The  prophet  next  farcaftically  addreffes  the  king  of 
Egypt,  whom  he  upbraids  for  confulting  with  thofe 
who  vainly  pretended,  by  magical  (kill,  to  foretel  fu- 
ture events. Where  are  they  ?  where  are  thy  wife 

Vien  ;  thy  foothlayers,  aftrologers,  and  thofe  who  have 
the  higheft  pretenfions  to  wifdom  and  knowledge, 
whoFe  advice  thou  hail  often  aiked,  and  on  whofii 
counfels  thou  haft  placed  much  confidence  ^  Let  them 
now  declare,  if  they  can,  the  purpofe  which  the  Al- 
mighty is  about  to  execute  upon  Egypt,  and  the  ca- 
hmities  which,  ere  long,  he  will  inni&  upon  its  inha-. 
bitants,  as  the  juft  punifhment  of  their  crimes,  the  ap- 
proach of  vyhich  he  hath  clearly  announced  by  his 
(ervants  the  prophets. 
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13  The  prinq^a  of  Zoan  arc  become  fools, 
the  princes  of  Noph  are  deceived,  they  have  alfo 
feduced  Egypt,  even  they  that  are  the  ftay  of 
^e  tribes  thereof, 

The  princes  of  Egypt  are  here  charged  vath  having 
ffiven  pccafion  tp  the  deft  ration  of  their  country,  by 
their  own  folly,  and  by  allowing  themfeiyes  ^o  be  ini« 
pofed  upon  ^y  thofe  who  pretended  to  affift  them  by 
thdr  advice.-— ^rr-To  the  princes  of  Zoan,  mentioned 
in  the  1 1  th  verfe,  are  fubjoined  the  princes  of  Nq)h ; 
which  fome  commeotatprs  fay,  was  the  city  Memphis, 
much  celebrated  in  ancient  times,  and  which  now 
bears  the  name  of  Grand  Cairo.  This  city,  finely 
fituated  on  the  weftem  banks  pf  the  Nile,  was  th^ 
metropolis  of  Upper  Egypt,  and  foinetimes  the  refi* 
dence  pf  Pharaph  and  his  court.  The  princes  of 
Zoan  and  Noph  were  thofe  renowned  couniiellors, 
whofe  b'ufinefs  was  to  ai^j[l  the  king  with  their  advice 
in  difficult  emergencies;  and  who  difcovered  their 
weaknefs  and  fplly  in  the  counfels  which  they  gave  tq 
their  fovereign,  as  to  the  public  meafures  proper  to. 
be  adopted  at  the  time  referred  to.- Tbey  have  alfo 

/educed  Egypt f  &c.  As  the  children  of  Ifrael  were  di- 
vided into  twelve  tribes,  fo  the  land  of  Egypt  was 
diftributed  into  twelve  nomes,  or  provinces.  The 
princes  who  refided  in  the  chief  cities  of  thefe  dif- 
tri^s,  who  ought  to  have  been  the  ftay  and  fupport 
pf  the  people,  had  led  them  into  dangerous  errors, 
^d  fatal  miftakes,  which  threatened  to  ruin  thofe 
provinces  pver  which  thev  prefided^  Of  all  men, 
)dngs,  and  thofe  who  are  in  places  of  eminence,  are 
in  the  greateft  danger  of  being  deceived  and  feduced 
by  bad  co\mfel;  and,  therefore,  in  our  prayers  for 
them^  we  ought  to  recoiled  the  delicate  circumftances 
in  which  they  ftand,  and  the  dreadful  confequence$ 

'  ^hat  may  arife  from  their  being  deceived,  to  animate 
us  in  our  interceffions  in  their  behalf* 
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14  The  Lqhd  hath  mingled  a  pprverfe  fpirit 
in  the  midft  thereof:  and  they  have  caufed 
Egypt  to  err  in  every  wor|c  thereof,  as  a  drunken 
man  ftaggeretb  in  his  vomit* 

The  true  caufip  of  the  ftupidity  and  folly  of  the 
princes  of  Egypt*  is  clearly  pointed  out  in  this 
vcrfe.—— Sqme  among  the  ancients  were  of  opinion^ 
that  the  particular  ftate  of  the  mind  and  affections 
was  to  be  attributed  to  the  influence  of  fpirits,  who, 
they  fiippofed,  were  a^ve  for  this  purpofe.  The 
Ipirit  which  operated  in  the  Egyptian  princes  and 
counfeliors,  was  exceedingly  perverfe  and  obflinate, 
inflexible  and  ftubborn.  This  fpirit  the  Lord  is  faid 
to  have  mingled  in  the  midft  thereof.  The  expref- 
lion  feems  to  allude  to  the  pradice  of  thofe  who  com- 
pound liquors,  and  whe|i  tbey  are  in  fermentation, 
inix  with  them  fome  noxious,  ftrong  ingredient,  that 
may  produce  certain  effeds  upon  thofe  who  drink  of 
the  liquid  thus  prepared.  Divine  judgments  are  often 
fpoken  of  in  fcripture  in  reference  to  this  prance,  aft 
in  P(ai.  Uxv.  8.  *  For  in  the  hand  of  the  Lord  there 
^  b  a  cup,  and  the  wine  is  red :  it  is  full  of  mixture, 
^  and  he  noureth  but  of  the  fame :   but  the  dregs 

*  thereof  all  the  wielded  of  the  earth  (hall  wring  them 

*  out,  and  drink  them.^  Calamity,  fear  and  for- 
Tow,  infatuation  and  defpair,  are  the  bitter  ingre- 
dients which  compofe  this  horrible  mixture. In 

confequence  of  this  perverfe  fpirit  having  beeA 
mingled  with  the  Egyptians,  they  would  not  make  a 
proper  ufe  of  their  reafon  and  underftanding,  and 
their  foolifli  plans  of  operation  were  to  be  difcon- 
certed.  This  perverfe  fpirit  it  is  here  affirmed,  that 
the  Lord  hath  mingled  in  the  midft  thereof.  This, 
and  the  like  expreffions,  muft  always  be  underftood 
in  perfe&  confiftency  with  the  righteoufnefs  and  ho« 
finds  of  God,  who  cannot  be  tempted  to  evil,  neither 
temptcth  any  man.     With  this  fimitation  we  fay, 

the 
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the  infatuation  of  their  counfels  proceeded  from  the 
Lord,  who  in  this  manner  punifhed  thofe  who  vainty 
prefumed  to  boaft  of  their  profound  (kill  and  ability, 
to  give  direftion  in  every  circumftance.— ^316^;f 
have  caufed  Egypt  to  err  in  every  work  thereof.  In 
civil  affairs,  they  formed  fuch  projeds,  and  advifed  to 
fuch  enterprifes,  as  were  highly  injurious  to  the  in-? 
terefts  of  the  nation.  In  religious  matters,  they 
cauff^d  the  people  to  err,  by  encouraging  them  in 

foolifh  fuperftitions,  and  abominable  idolatries. ^ 

The  fubjed  is  illuftiated  by  the  following  compari- 
fi)n :   jIs  a  drunken  man  Jiaggereih  in  his  vomit.     ITic^ 
(imiiitude  points  out  the  detefbble  and  dangerous^ 
condud  of  thofe  who  were  led  allray  ii;i  the  mannei;^ 
^bpve  defcribed* 

15  Neither  fliall  therfe  be  any  work  for  Egypt,^ 

which  the  head  or  tail,  branch  or  rufh  may  do. 

ft 
The  greatnefs  and  the  extent  of  the  divine  judge- 
ments, which  were  to  be  executed  upon  the  Egyp-. 
tians,  is  here  repr^fented'  in  ftrong  terms. De- 
prived of  trade,  manufactures,  and  hufbandry,  di- 
vefted  of  wifdom  and  counfel,  there  (hould  be  little 
or  no  bufmef^  carried  on  in  Egypt.  By  the  h«ad^ 
may  be  nieant,  thofe  who  were  in  nigh  and  elevate 
ftations ;  and  by  the  tail,  thofe  who  were  in  meaa 
and  low  conditions*  By  the  branch  niay  be  Hgnified, 
thofe  who  were  poffefTed  of  power  and  influence ; 
and  by  the  rufh,  thofe  who  were  confidered  as  of  ther 
*  leafl  confequence  among  them.  All  clafTes  and  ranks 
of  men  in  the  kingdom,  ^ere  to  become  feeble  and^ 
difpirited,  through  want  of  employment,  and  the  pre- 
valence of  fupine  idlenefs^ 

« 

16  In  that  day  fhall  Egypt  be  like  unto 
women :  and  it  fhall  be  afraid  ^nd  fear,  becaufe^ 

of 
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of  the  fhaking  of  the  hand  of  the  LORD  of 
hells,  which  he  (haketh  over  it. 

The  weaknefs  and  timidity  of  Egypt^  defcribed  iii 
this  and  the  next  verfe,  was  another  fource  of  their 

diftrefles. At  the  period  to  which  this  prophecy 

referred,  the  Egyptians  were  to  be  like  to  women. 
Having  laid  aifide  their  manly  fortitude  and  firmnefs, 
and  being  divefled  of  their  martial  valour,  for  which, 
in  former  times,  they  had  been  renowned,  they  were 
to  become  weak,  indolent,  and  timid,  by  which  means 
the  deftrudion  of  their  kingdom  fhould  be  accelerated. 
Similar  ezprei&ons  frequently  occur  in  the  prophetic 
writings :  the  men  of  Babylon  are  faid,  by  the  pro- 
phet Jeremiah,  to  have  been  as  women  * ;  and  the 
people  of  Nineveh  are  affirmed,  by  the  prophet  Na- 
i^iin,  to  have  been  women  f,  for  the  fame  reafons 
that  this  charader  is  afcribed  to  the  Egyptians.— « 
And  it  Jball  be  afraid  and  fear^  &c.  All  ranks  of 
people  among  the  Egyptians,  were  to  become  fearful 
and  apprehenfive  as  to  their  fate ;  they  were  to  be 
feized  with  confternation  and  drt^Ar-^-^Becaufe  of 
tbejbaking  of  the  hand  of  the  Lord  of  hojii.  Shaking 
or  Ufdng  up  the  hand,  is  a  pofture  ufed  by  fhofe  who 
threaten  feverely  to  chaftize  the  perfons  with  whom 
they  are  highly  difpleafed,  and  to  exprefs  their  refo- 
lution  of  revenging  the  injuries  which  they  have  re- 
ceived. In  allufion  to  this  praftice,  the  (haking  of 
the  hand  of  the  Lord  of  hofls  may  denote,  the  certain 
iQtimations  which  were  given  to  the  people  of  Egypt, 
of  the  fpeedy  approach  of  terrible,  threatened  calami- 
ties, with  which  they  were  foon  to  be  vifited,  by  a 
power  which  they  could  not  refill.  In  the  immediate 
profpeft  of  deferved,  awful  judgments,  they  were  to 
be  overwhelmed  with  fear  and- dread,  arifing  from 
manifold  confiderations. 

♦  Jcr,  li.  30.  f  Nahum  lii.  1 3. 
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17  And  the  lancj  of  Judah  (hall  be_a  terror 
tinto  Egypt,  every  one  that  maketh  mention 
thereof,  (hall  be  afraid  in  himfelf ;  becaufe  of 
the  counfel  of  the  Lord  of  hofts^  which  he 
hath  determined  againft  iti 

A  circumftance  is  mentioned  in  this  veHe,  which 
appears  fomewbat  furprifmg  and  paradoxicaL  Whilft 
the  Egyptians  were  greatly  diftrefled  with  the  judg- 
ments of  heaven,  and  teduced  to  a  low  and  amded 
condition,  they  (hould  recal  to  their  remembrance  the 
predidions  which  had  come  to  their  knowledge,,  that 
related  to  the  calamities  wherewith  they  were  to  he 
vifited*  By  the  recolledion  of  thefe,  and  comparing 
them  with  theit  prefent  adverfe  (late,  ihahy  of  them 
would  be  convinced  of  the  truth  of  thefe  propheties, 
and  by  that  means  be  gradually  brought  to  the 
knowledge  of  the  God  of  ifrael.  Befides,  the  people 
of  Judah)  who  had  almoft  at  all  dmes  been  tetrined 
at  the  power  of  Egypt,  were,  in  their  turn,  to  become 
the  objeft  of  terror  to  the  Egyptians,  To  that  the  Con- 
dition of  both  nations  was  to  be  reverfed.^-^-'^The 
reafon  of  this  fear  and  terror  is  fubjoined  2  Secaufe  cf^ 
the  counfel  of  the  Lord  of  ho/Is ^  &c.  The  purpofe  of 
Jehovah,  which  gave  rife  to  the  fear  and  terror  felt 
by  the  Egypdans,  was  that  which  refpe&ed  the  de« 
llrudion  of  their  power  and  kingdom,  with  the  pre- 
fer vation  and  fafety  of  the  Jewifh  nation,  the  know- 
ledge of  which  had  fome  how  reached  the  land  of 
Egypt.  The  great  defigns  which  God  intended  to 
accomplilh  in  that  populous  country,  had  been  pub^ 
lifhed  by  his  fervants  the  prophets ;  and  fuch  terrible 
things  in  righteoufnefs  were  contained  in  their  denun^ 
ciations,  that  the  Egyptians  were  afraid  at  the  very 
mention  of  them.-*^ — Thofe  who  are  acquainted  with 
the  ancient  hiftory  of  Egypt,  may  obferve  the  txzSt 
accompliihment  of  the  above  predidions.  As  the  re- 
cords which  are  extant  of  this  famous  kingdom  are 

involved 
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iarolved  in  much  bbfcurity,  and  iniet'mixed  with 
pompous  fables,  tommentators  entertain  difiereilt  fen* 
tiaents  as  to  (otpt  of  the  eVent^  wherieby  thb  pro^ 
phecv  wa^  fulfined;  I  iKall  therefore  only  add  a  few 
Words  to  what  I  haVl:  already  faid  upon  this  fubje£k# 
Not  many  years  afti^  the  deurudidn  of  Sennacherib's 
tmny  before  Jeru&Iein,  ^  the  a0airs  q{  Egypt  were 
kfarowh  into  confufion  by  inteifUne  broils,  li^ich  end- 
ed in  ah  anarchy  that  lafted  fbme  years.  This  wal 
fucceeded  by  the  tyrannical  gbvemtnent  c(  twelve 
princes,  who  diVidea  the  cotihtry  among  them ;  and^ 
at  laift^  by  the  reign  of  Pfaihmiticus,  which  continued 
tor  fifiy-ibut  years.  Not  long  after,  Egypt  was  in- 
vaded and  conquered  by  Ifebuchadnezzar ;  and  then 
by  the  Feiiians,  tinder  Cambyfei^  the  foti  of  Cyrus; 
The  yoke  of  the  l^erfiiuis  was  fo  grievous,  that  the 
conqueft  of  that  kingdoih  by  Alexander,  may  be  con^ 
fideted  as  a  deliverance  to  Egypt,  efpeciaUy  as  he^ 
tod  his  futceflbrs,    favoured  and   improved  that 

By  the  predidiohs  cohtained  iii  the  felreiii  iaft 
verfes  that  we  have  been  cbufidering,  we  are  taught^ 
ihat  the  defiruftioii  of  kingdbbis  proceeds  nbt  from 
chance  or  fortune,  but  from  the  ptlrpofe  bf  Jehovah. 
When  a  people  abufe  the  bleffings  which  he  confers 
upon  them,  wheh  they  become  cdrrupt  and  kicked  in. 
the  extf enie,  he  infatuates,  br-  baffles,  the  counfds  of 
their  princes  aiid  wifeft  (latelhien.  The  pul-pofe  that 
he  determined,  was  againft  Egypt;  and,  thereforic^ 
all  the  efforts  of  thofe  who  prefided  bvet  tluu  coun- 
try»  could  nbt  afford  it  sLtly  effe£tual  relief.  The 
counfel  of  Ahitophel  was  the  belt  that  could  have 
btai  given,  to  facilitate  the  hbftile  defigns  of  Ab(a- 
lom  againft  his  father's  throne :  but  the  Lord  turned 
It  into  fooliflmefs ;  and  thus  difappointed  the  crafty^ 
that  he  might  fulfil  his  bwn  pleafure.  By  the  autho- 
rity of  princes,  the  wifdoiii  of  eounfellors,  the  equity 
of  judges,  the  fuccefs  of  trade,  the  valoitr  of  troops^ 
and  plenty  of  provifions,  he  eftabUihes  kingdoms^ 

Vol  II^  Z  and 
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and  makes  them  ilourifh.  By  removing  thefe  fop- 
ports,  or  permitting  them  to  decay^  the  glory  and 
'ftrength  of  nations  foon  fade,  and  come  to  nothing. 
As  when  the  vifion  faileth,  the  people  perilh  in  thdr 
fpiritual  capacity;  fo  when  counfel,  induilry,  and 
courage  fail,  they  perifli  in  their  civil  capacity,  as  a 
body  politic.  Thefje  coniiderations  ftrongly  inculcate 
up(Mi  us  the  practice  of  that  righceoufnefs  which  ex- 
alteth  a  nation,  which  teacheth  the  governors  to  rule 
with  wifdom,  to  negotiate  with  fuccefs,  and  to  defend 
with  refolution ;  and  inftrudeth  the  people  to  pay  a 
ftri£t  regard  to  fincerity  and  truth,  to  juftice  and 
equity,  to  mercy,  charity,  and  public  fpirit. 

•  ^ 

18  %  In  that  day  (hall  five  cities  in  the  land 
of  Egypt  fpeak  the  language  of  Canaan,  and 
fv^ear  to  the  Lord  of  hoils :  one  (hall  be  Called 
the  city  of  deftnidtion. 

The  latter  part  of  this  prophecy,  contained  in  this 
and  the  following  verfes  of  the  chapter,  reprefents  the 
important  buffings  which  God  would  confer  upon 
Egypt,  after  the  calamities  above  foretold  had  been 
infilled.  After  having  defcribed  the  awful  judg- 
ments which  the  Almighty  was  about  to  execute  upon 
that  fuperftitious,  idolatrous  nation,  the  prophet  pro- 
ceeds^ to  announce  the  approach  of  better  times, 
wherein  the  knowledge  of  true  religion  was  to  be 
communicated  to  that  people.  The  Lord  of  hoft& 
having  clearly  revealed  to  him  the  future  vocation  of 
the  Gentiles  to  the  kingdom  (^  the  only  true  God, 
and  the  promifed  Meifisdh,  he  embraces  the  opportu- 
nity now  afforded  him,  of  fpeaking  concerning  that 
glorious  event,  and  the  precious  blefBngs  which  God 
would  beflow  upon  the  Gentile  nations^  He  had  zU 
ready  declared,  that  the  Egyptians,  when  diftrefled 
with  grievous  calamities,  feeing  the  inability  of  their 
gods  to  work  their  deliverance,  fliould  ferioufly  lay  to 
heart  the .  caafes  which  contributed  to  bring  upoR 

them 


Ver.  1 8.     PROPHECIES  of  ISAIAH.  179 

them  the  fevere  judgments  with  which  they  were  af- 
Aided,  that  had  been  foretpld  by  the  God  of  IfraeL 
Tht  fear  and  dread  arifing  from  the  confideration  of 
their  deplorable  condition^  was  to  prove  the  happy 
mean  of  inducing  many  of  them  openly  to  acknow- 
ledge the  true  God,  who  was  worfhipped  in  Canaan. 

Jn  tbat  day.  About  the  time,  or  not  long  after  the 
foregoing  predi£Uons  were  verified,  the  following  re- 
markable events  (hould  take  place.  This  expreffion, 
which  very  often  occurs  in  the  prophetical  writings, 
mud  be  frequently  explained  in  a  large  and  extenfive 
fenfe,  as  including  a  confiderable  portion  of  time*  In 
this  manner  the  apofUe  James  paraphrafed  the  words 
of  the  prophet  Amos,  which  he  quoted  in  his  fpeech 
'before  the  fyood  at  Jerufalem.  The  prophet  had 
marked  the  feafon  for  the  accompliflunent  of  his  pre* 
didion,  as  Ifaiah  here  does,  by  the  words,  ^  in  that 
^  day :'  of  which  the  apoftle  gives  the  true  ..fenfe, 
when  he  faith,  ^  after  this  ;*  after  God  had  fifted  the 
boufe  of  Ifrael,  and  the  finners  of  his  people  died  by 
thefword,  he  would  raife  up  the  ruinous  tabernacle 
of  David.  In  the  fame  way  we  underftand  the  words 
in  this  paflage,  and  in  many  others  \  of  which  when 
ve  come  ta  treat,  it  will  be  unneceflary  to-  repeat  what 
hath  now  been  faid.  Ia  that  dav,  wherein  the  afflic- 
tion  and  fervitude  of  Egypt  (hould  be  followed  by  the 
reftoradon  of  the  kingdom,  in  fome  meafu]:e,  to  its 
former  profperity,  liberty,  and  gloryit 

Shall  Jive  cities,  in  the  land  of  Egypt  /peak  the  lan^ 
guage  of  Canaan.  There  were  anciently,  as  1  have  al- 
ready, obferved,  a  vafl  number  of  cities  in  the  land  of 
Egypt:  five  of  which  are  here  mentioned;  this  d^ 
terminate  number  being,  as  I  fuppofe,  intended  to 
fignify  an  indefinite  number*  Inftances  of  this  fort 
occur  in  feveral  places  of  fcripture ;  as  in^  Leviticus 
xxvi.  8.  where  Mofes,  recounting  the  bleflin^s  which 
(hould  attend  the  Ifraelites  if  they  walked  m  God's 
ftatutes,  affured  them,  *  Five  of  you  (hall  chafe  ai 
^  ijundred,  a|id  an  hundred  of  you  (hall  put  ten  thou- 

'fancL 
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^  fafid  fo  flight.*    An<}  in  the  parable  delivered  by 
Jefuft  Cbrift  concerning  ten  virgins,  diftributing  them 
into  two  clafles,  lie  fays,  *  That  fiv^  of  theija  were  wife, 
*  and  ifive  of  then^  v^^  fpoUih  ^Z'   What  proportion, 
the  five  cities  here  fpecified .  bare  to  all  the.  cities  ii\ 
the  land  of  Egypt,  I  pretend  not  to  determine ;  nor. 
dare  I  afSrm,  which  of  them  were  the  cities  that  our 
prophet  had  in  his  view.    Perhaps  he  hs^d  in  his  eye 
five  princips^l  ^itie9  in  Egypt }  and  meant  to  affirm^ 
that  Memphis,  Bubafte,  Sai^,  Alexandria,  and  Helio* 
polls,  ihould  accede  to  the  woribip  and  fervice  of  the. 
true  God.     He  indeed  mentions  the  name  of  one 
pty,  which,  he  fays,  flialt  be  called  the  City  of  De* 
ftru£Hon,  perhaps  to  intiAiate  the  approaching  demoli- 
tion of  the  magnificent  temple  that  ftood  there,  which 
was  deftroyed  by  the  orders  of  Verpafian,  after  that  of* 
Terufalem.   In  the  margin,  the  Hebrew  word  is  tranT- 
lated  the  City  pf  the  Sun,  probably  becaufe  there  waa 
in  this  city  an  elegant  temple,  which  was  dedicated 
to  that  great  iMminary.    The  prophecy  of  Jeremiah^ 
refpedin^  the  deftrudion  of  Egypt,  feerh^  to  favour 
this  lail  mterpretation  of  the  name  of  the  city ;  for 
leaking  of  Nebuchadnezasar's  invafion  of  this  kung-». 
dom,  he  fpretpld,  that  be  would  break  in  pieces  thq^. 
images  pf  the  houfe  of  the  fun  f  • 

Concerning  thefe  cities,  it  is  faid,  that  they  Jhalt- 
Jpeak  the  language  of  Canaan^  Thefe  words  literally 
underftood,  import,  that  they  were  to  fpeak  the  fame 
tongue  and  dialed:  which  was  ufed  by  the  pofterity  of 
Abraham,  who  inhabited  that  country,  which  wa& 
very  different  firom  that  fpoken  by  the  Egyptians. 
This,  however,  cannot  be  the  meaning  of  the  predic- 
tion :  for  would  it  not  be  abfurd  to  maintain,  that  a 
few  cities  in  i"  gypt  would  exchange  their  language 
for  that  of  the  Ifrafjites,  when,  by  Aich  an  aheration, 
they  could  not  have  acquired  any  valuabl(>compenfa- 
^on  ?    An  event  o^much  greater  magnitude,  a  bene« 
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fit  <^  far  higher  imponance,  fepms  to  be  intended  by 
this  prediftion)  thongh  it  muft  be  acknowledged, 
that  the  Egyptian^  would,  no  doqbt,  learn  to  read  the; 
Hebrew  tpngue,  that  they  might  b^  qualified  to  un^ 
derftand  the  Hebrew  fcriptures*  Harmony  s^pd  gpo4 
agreement,  defirable  intercourfe,  with  unanimity  of 
fentimeiit  in  the  dodrines  of  religion,  and  particularly 
in  matters  relating  to  the  worAiip  of  the  living  God, 
ihould  happily  be  eflabli(hed  between  the  inhaoita^tf 
pF  both  countries.  In  this  fenie,  the  apoftle  Paul, 
vhen  writing  to  the  Corinthians,  \if(^$  ^  (imilar  ex- 
preilion :  *  I  befeech  you,  brethren,  in  the  napie  of 
f  our  Lord  Jefus  Chrift,  that  ye  all  fpeak  the  fame 
^  thing ;  that  ye  be  perfectly  joined  together  in  the 
^  fame  mind,  and  in  the  fame  judgment  ^.'  Acknow* 
ledge  the  fame  divine  truths,  ^nd  exprefs  them  in 
iiearly  tlie  fame  terms.  To  fpeak  then  the  language 
of  Canaan,  according  to  this  prophecy,  is  to  difcourfe 
pn  iacred  fufajeds  in  a  manner  peculiar  to  thofe  who 
^joy  divine  revelation,  and  are  taught  of  God.  It 
IS  to  treat  of  fpiritual  matters  in  that  dialed  which  h 
beft  fuited  to  their  nature  and  importance,  and  which 
hath  been  eipployed  for  this  purpofe  by  patriarchs  and 
prophets,  by  Jefus  Chriil  himfelf,  his  apoftles,  and 
difciples  in  all  ages.  This  language  of  the  people  of 
Qod  hath  in  it  foojiewhat  peculiar,  whereby  it  may  be 
diftinguiflied  from,  all  other  kinds  of  fpeech.  It  is 
quite  free  from  vanity,  detra£lion,  falfehood,  impu- 
rity, and  folly,  with  which  all  other  converfation  is 
more  or  lefs  tindured,  whilft  much  is  faid  concerning 
the  only  true  God,  the  great  Mefliah,  the  promifes^ 
ordinances,  and  commandments  of  Jehovah,  with 
inany  other  fuch  delightful  topics.  This  is  undoubt^ 
edly  the  meaning  of  the  words,  as  appears  from  the 
jjcope  of  the  prophecy,  and  the  fubjed  of  which  it 
treats. 

jind  Jivear  to  the  Lord  of  hojls.    The  Egyptians 
"^e^e  oot  only  to  honour  the  God  of  Ifrael  by  a  holy 
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converfation,  but  they  were  alfo  to  bind  themfelvea 
Xo  his  fervice  by  the  ftrongefl:  and  moft  folemn  ties. 
To  fwear  to  the  Lord  is  a  very  folemn  religious  ad, 
V  hereby  men  exprefs  a  facred  veneration  for  God, 
and  bring  themfelves  under  the  moft  powerful  obliga- 
tion to  perform  their  oath.  It  may  here  denote,  the 
folemn  manner  in  which  they  would  enter  into  cove- 
xiant  with  the  Moft  High,  and  confecrate  themfelves 
to  the  l)elief  and  obedience  of  his  blefled  word.  This 
feems  to  be  the  meaning  of  the  exprefEon  in  chap. 
:jdv.  aj.  of  this  prophecy,  where  the  Lord  faith,  *  To 
^  me  every  knee  (hall  bow,  and  every  tongue  (haU 
*  fwear.*  The  import  then  of  this  prediftion  will  be, 
that  the  Egyptians  were  wholly  to  abandon  their  for- 
mer fuperftitious  and  idolatrous  praflices,  and  fo- 
lemnly  to  dedicate  themfelves  (o  the  worftiip  .and  fer- 
vice of  the  living  God,  Having  thus  opened  their 
mouths  unto  the  Lord,  they  were  to  cleave  to  hin\ 
with  purpofe  of  heart,  to  walk  in  his  ordinances,  an4 
to  keep  his  judgments,  and  do  them.  A  furpriiinjr 
happy  change  indeed,  furpafling  all,  human  probabi(\ 
4ity !  but  the  mouth  of  the  Lord  hath  fpokeu  it,, 

19  In  that  day  (hall  there  be  an  ahar  to  the 
Lord  in  the  midft  of  the  land  of  Egypt,  and  a 
pillar  at  ^he  border  thereof  to  the  Lord. 

The  good  effefts  which  were  to  arife  frbqi  the  ac- 
compliihment  of  the  foregoing  predi£lion  are  here 
foretold.  The  Egyptians,  having  adopted  the'  lan- 
guage of  Canaan,  and  folemnly  (worn  allegiance  to 
the  true  God,  were  to  make  public  profe(&on  of  their 
faith,  and  to  ere£t  an  altar  to  Jehovah.  The  altar  to 
be  raifed  in  the  midft  of  the  land,  was  not  intended 
for  oftentation,  fuch  as  were  thofe  confecrated  by 
Heathen  nations  to  their  gods,  but  for  facred  pur-, 
pofes,  in  connexion  with  the  temple  and  minifters  of 
the  Lord.  It  was  not  to  be  erefted  merely  to  com; 
memorate  fome  great  event,  but  that  the  fervants  of 

Gq4 
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God  might  thereon  prefent  the  facrifices  and  obla- 
tions of  which  we  read  in  ver.  21.  Though  the 
ifraelites  were  prohibited  from  offering  facrifices  to 
God  in  any  place  but  where  the  Lord  their  God  had 
appointed,  this  prohibition  might  not  extend  to  Gen- 
tile (Converts.  However  this  might  be,  Ifaiah  only 
foretels  the  event,  without  faying  any  thing  as  to  the 
lawfulnefs  or  illegality  of  the  matter.  The  Egyptian 
converts  then,  according  to  this  prophecy,  were  not 
to  leave  their  own  country,  that  they  might  go  and 
iacrifice  to  the  Lord  at  Jerufalepi ;  but  they  were  to 
build  an  altar  themfelves,  in  the  midft  of  their  land, 
where  it  would  be  mod  convenient  for  perfons  front 
all  quarters  to  refort,  that  they  might  prefent  their 
oblations  unto  God. 

And  a  pilldr  at  the  herder  tberjeof  to  the  Lord.  It 
was  an  ancient  cuftom,  worthy  of  imitation,  that 
when  fome  eminent  favour  was  conferred  upon  p  ner* 
fon  or  fociety,  ^  pillar  or  monument  was  erede^  ^^,on 
the  fpot  where  it  was  received.  Upon  fuch  monu- 
ments, infcriptions  were  often  made,  to  celebrate  the 
mercy  of  God,  from  which  the  benefit  proceeded, 
to  explain  and  perpetuate  the  reiliembrance  of  the 
bleffing  which  was  thus  gratefully  acknowledged* 
Several  inftances  of  this  fort  are  recorded  in  the  Old 
Teftament.  In  the  hiftory  of  the  patriarch  Jacob,  we 
read,  that  when  he  was  at  Bethel,  he  took  the  ftone 
that  he  had  put  for  Lis  pillow,  and  fet  it  up  for  a 
pillar,  and  poured  oil  upon  the  top  of  it,  in  comme- 
moration of  the  diftinguifhed  kindnefs  of  God  which 
he  enjoyed  in  that  place  *.  After  the  men  of  Ifrael 
had  fmitten  the  Philiftines  at  Mizpeh,  the  prophet 
Samuel  took  a  (lone,  and  fet  it  between  Mizpeh  and 
Shen,  and  called  the  name  of  it  Eben-ezer,  faying, 
^  Hitherto  the  Lord  hath  helped  us  f .'  Iii  like  man- 
ner, the  Egyptians,  having  experienced  the  divine 
goodnefs,  and  confecrated  themfelves  to  the  fen'ice 
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jof  God,  were  to  fet  up  a  pillar  in  the  border  oiF  their 
land,  as  a  monument,  to  teilify,  that  eVen  the  mo(l 
di(Uht  places  of  the  country  had  fiibmitted  tp  the 
obedience  of  the  Lord  of  houSi  of  which  it  was  to  be 
a  fign  and  witnefsi 

20  And  it  (hail  bfc  for  a  fign,.  dnd  for  a  wit- 
tiefs  unto  the  LoRB  of  hells  in  the  land  of 
Egypt:  for  they  {hall  cry  utito  thfe  Loftb  bc-^ 
caufe  of  the  oppreflbrSj  and  he  (hall  fend  them  a 
faviour  and  a  great  one^  and  he  maii  deliver 
them^ 

Haviilg  iii^ntiohed  the  defign  for  which  this  plllaf 
was  to  be  ere&ed,  in  the  firft  part  of  the  verfe,  our 
prophet  proceeds,  in  the  latter  part  of  this  and  the 
two  following  verfes,  to  af&gii  the  teafon  of  the  re- 
markable change  which  was  to  happen  in  th^  land  of 
Egypt^  and  the  happy  tohfe^uences  with  which  it 
would  be  attended.— ^-i—Oppteffed  fey  pott^erful  ene^ 
mies,  and  reduced  to  forlorn  circumftances,  they  were 
to  cry  unto  the  Lord,  and  earneftly  to  implore  with 
fuccefs  his  gracious  aftiftancre.  To  cry  (into  the  Lord^ 
and  fo  entreat  with  importunity  his  merciful  interpo- 
fition  in  their  favour^  was  undoubtedly  the  beft  mea^ 
fure  which  they  could  have  adopted  in  the  feafon  of 
their  calamity.  When  Iffael  anciently  was  grievoully 
opprefled  by  the  progenitors  of  this  people,  they  cried 
unto  the  Lord ;  and  he  heard  their  cry,  and  the^ir 
groaning,  and  wrought  deliveratice  for  them  ^.  When 
tools  are  afflicted  becatife  of  their  tranfgreflion,  they 
cry  unto  the  Lord  in  their  trouble;  and  he  faveth 
them  out  of  their  diftreifes*  When  thofe  who  do 
bufmefs  in  the  great  waters  are  iii  extreme  danger^ 
they  cry  unto  the  Lord  j  and  he  delivers  them, ,  and 
bringetn  them  into  theif  defired  haven  f  •  <  Ood  will 
•  regard  the  prayer  of  the  deftitute,  and  not  def[Hfe 

♦  Eaod.  ii.  zp  et/eq.^  f  PU.  ctii. 
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*  their  prayer.    This  flmll  be  written  .for  the  genera^ 

*  rion  to  come :  ^nd  the  people  that  fliall  be  created^ 
^  fiiall  praife  the  Lord*     For  he  hath  looked  down 

*  from  the  height  of  hi&  fahduary :  from  heaven  did 

*  the  Lord  behold  the  earth:  tp  hear  the  groaning 
^  of  the  prifoiier,  to  loofe  thofe  that  are  appointed  to 
<  death/^.'  Hdw  great  are  his  tender  mercies,  who 
alloweth  noiie  to  feek  him  in  vain !  The  Egyptians, 
who  cried  to  hinij  yheii  oppt^lTed  by  cruel  lords^ 
and  fierce  enemies,,  we^e  heard^  and  theif  reqoefts 
granted ;  for  it  is  added;^ 

He  JbaH  fend  tberh  dfaviour^  and  a  great  ohe^  and 
beJboH  deliver  fhem^  from  the  power  of  thofe  \irho  ty« 
rannized  over  them,  and  efFedqally  .vindicate  them 
from  the  many  hardihips  which  they  fuftained  under 
the  defpotic  princes  of  PeHia.  iSod  was  to  fend  them 
a  bvioor  for  this  kind  piirpofe*  He  xvas  hot  to  arife 
from  among  themfelyes,  but  to  be  fent  them  from  a 
diftant  country^  that  be  might  perJFoml  this  necedary 
and  generous  dengh.7 — —A  great  ohe^  who  himfeif 
(hoiild  b^  a  very  iUtiftrioiis  p^rfdh,  i  niagnanimoui 
prince^  and  the  author  of  a  very  gteat  deliverance  t6 
the  Egyptians^ ,  This  great  deliverer,  to  whom  our 
prophet  ptimarity  reJFerted^  Was  Alexaiidei',  king  of 
Macedohia,  who  was  called  the  Great.  This  heroic 
princli  t^cbed  Egypt  from  the  tyranny  of  their  op- 
preflbrs^  and  reftored  the  kingdom  tb  its  former  pro* 
iperous  and  fiouriihing  condition  in  civil  affgirs;-;- — ^ 
The  Egyptians^  ^owevef,  had  wprfe  opl^reflbrs  than 
the  Perfians  t  the  powers  of*  darknefs,  who  rule 
mightily  in  the  children  of  difob^^dience^  aiid  their 
own  {farodg  corrupt  propenfities,  whereby  they  were 
more  grieyouily  af&i^ed.  Thefe,  I  have  ho  doubt^ 
made  them  cry  more  eameftly  to  God  for  deliverance, 
than  iail  the  cruelty  es:ercired  upon  them  by  t^ieir 
fierce  lords^  Though  the  prophecy  therefore  might 
refer  to  the  iliufirioUs  prince  t  juft  no^  mentioned^ 

*  PfaL  cii.  17.  etfeqi 

Voi.4  IL  A  a  '  ind 


i86  LECTURES  ON  THE     Chav^  KOL 

and  the  freedom  which  he  wrought  for  E^ypt,  yet,  I 
apprehend,  it  chiefly  and  ultimately  received  its  ac^ 
compliihment  in  the  miflion  of  Jefus  Chrift,  and  his 
advent  among  them  by  the  miniftry  of  his  fervant8« 
The  Mefliah  is  indeed  a  great  Saviour :  great  in  his 
perfon,  ^  who  is  God  over  all,  blefled  for  ever }'  gteat 
m  the  charaders  he  fuftains,  in  the  works  he  performs, 
ia  the  falvation  he  beftows,  and  in  the  glory  to  which 
he  is  now  exalted.  This  almighty  Saviour,  accord- 
ing to  this  prediSion,  was  to  be  fent  to  the  Egyptians, 
and  revealed  to  them,  that  they  might  participate  in 
the  bleffings  of  his  falvation ;  and  that,  being  refcned 
from  the  hands  of  their  enemies,  they  might  ferye 
God  in  holinefs  and  righteoufnefs  all  the  days  of 
their  lives. 

21  And  the  Lord  fiiall  be  known  to  Egypt, 
and  the  Egyptians  ihall  know  the  Lord  in  that 
jddLj^  and  (hall  do  facrifice  and  oblation,  yea,  they 
ihall  vow  a  vow  unto  the  Lord,  and  perform  //• 

This  verfe  defcribes  the  happy  eflFe£ts  which  were 
immediately  to  refult  from  the  fulfilment  of  the  pre- 
ceding predidion.  Jehovah  was  to  be  known  in 
Egypt,  which  had,  for  a  long  period,  been  involved 
in  ignorance,  fuperftition,  and  idolatry.  The  founda-* 
tiqn  of  all  true  religion,  and  real  felicity,  confifts  in 
the  knowledge  of  God,  and  in  acquaintance  with  the 
manifeftations  which  he  hatlT  given  of  himfelf.  I'he 
exiftence,  perfefktons,  providence,  and  grace  of  God, 
were  to  be  announced  to  the  Egyptians,  by  the  judg« 
ments  that  he  was  to  execute,  the  wonders  that  he 
was  to  perform,  and  the  revelations  of  his  mercy  with 
which  they  were  to  be  favoured.  By  thefe  various 
ways,  Jehovah  was  to  be  known  in  Egypt,  as  the  only 
living  and  true  God,  as  the  Governor  among  the  na- 
tions, and  the  fole  objed  of  all  religious  worfhip  and 
adoration.—^ — Jnd  the  Egyptians  Jhall  know  ibe  Lord 
in  that  day.    Mens  ignorance  of  God  is  the  fruitful 

fource 
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]fiMirce  of  all  their  fins  and  miferies ;  and  this  muft  be 
ranoved  by  the  knowledge  of  the  Almighty,  that 
tfaey  may  become  acquainted  with  true  religion  and 
happinefs*  When  therefore  God  is  about  to  fend 
&Ivation  to  any  people,  he  makes  himfelf  known  to 
them,  and  then  they  become  acquainted  with  him. 
For  this  purpofe,  he,  who  will  have  all  men  to  be 
faved,  and  to  come  to  the  knowledge  of  the  truth, 
was  to  reveal  himfelf  to  the  Egyptians }  in  confequence 
of  which,  they  would  attain  that  underftanding  which 
is  the  firft  ftep  toward  falvation.  Senfible  of  its  high 
importance,  and  the  pleafure  with  which  it  is  accom- 
panied, they  would  follow  on  to  know  his  loving* 
kindnefs,  expreifed  in  his  promifes,  and  communi- 
cated by  his  providences ;  his  wifdom  and  grace,  dif* 
pl^ed  in  fiis  covenant ;  his  love,  authority,  and  holi<- 
neis,  ftaitiped  on  his  laws;  and  his  ^cious  defigns 
toward  his  people  in  all  his  difpenfations* 

And  Jhall  da  facrifice  and  oblaffon.  Sacrifices  and 
oblations  were  thofe  offerings  which  were,  in*  obe^ 
dience  to  the  divine  appointment,  prefented  before 
God  bv  his  people,  as  an  acknowledgment  of  their 
obligations  to  him,  dependence  upon  htm,  and  obe- 
dience to  what  he  required,  and  to  exprefs  their  hopes 
of  his  promifed  mercy.  If  facrifices  aftd  oblations  here 
fignify  things  fomewhat  different,  the  former  may  de- 
pote  thofe  animals  which  were  flain,  that  they  might 
be  offered,  and  the  latter  may  e:fcpre{s  the^  gifts  which 
were  to  be  prefented  unto  the  Lord..  Convinced  that 
all  they  pofieffed  belonged  to  God,  and  acknowledg- 
ing their  manifold  obligations  to  his  providence  and 
grace,  the  Egyptians  were  to  brkig  facrifices  and  obla- 
tions to  the  Lord,  of  the  various  kinds  which  he  had 
required.— —2^4fL  t bey  Jhall  vcw  a  vow  unto  the  Lord.. 
A  vow  is  a  folemn  promife  made  to  God  refpe£Hng 
fbme  matter  of  high  importance,  of  which  we  have 
right  and  power  to  difpofe,  and  the  performance  of 
which  is  perfedly  confident  mth  what  is  unqueftion- 
able  duty.    In  many  paffages  of  fcripture^  we  j^d  o£ 
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VOWS  made  by;  good  men  unto  the  Lord.  Jacob 
vowed  to  devote  to  God  (he  tenth  part 'of  all  that  be 
would  give  himj  and  David,  the  king  of  Ifrael,  ao 
knowledged,  that  the  vows  of  God  were  upon  binu 
The  Egyptians,  .having  come  to  the  knowledge  of  the 
Lord,  were  to  adopt  ail  the  pious  .pra^ices  whereby 
good  men  had  >  bound  themfel ws  to  the  fervice  of 
God.  They  would  firmly  refolve,  they  would  for 
knmly  vow  and  promife  fidelity  to  God,  and  manifeft 
their  mvioJable  attachment  to  his  worfliip^  their  int 
ward  puipofe  of  heart,  by  exprefs  declaration  in 
words,  or  by  fome  figniiicant  a^ion,  fuch  as  fobnuA 
fion  tor  the  ordinance  of  baptifm  or  circumcifion.:^ — r^ 
Having  made  a  vow  to  the  Lord,  they  would  perform 
it.  Convinced  that  it  is  better  not  to  vow,  than  to 
vow  and  not  to  pay ;  that  having  opened  their  mouths 
unto  the  Lord,^  they  could  not  go  hack.  Perfuaded 
that  in  juftice  and  gratitude  they  were  obliged  to  pay 
their  vows,  and  that  by  imfaithmlaefs  .they  would  ex- 
pofe  themfelves  to  divine  judgments,  they  pundually 
performed  their  promifes  unto  the  Lord.  An  ext 
ample  this  iil^hly  worthy  of  our  ^nitatioo. 

22  And  the  Loud  ihall  fmite  Egypt,  he  fhal( 
fmite  and  heal  //,  and  they  (hall  return  even  ta 
the  LoRD^  and  he  fhall  be  entreated  of  them« 
•and  fliall  heal  thenu 

The  reftoration  of  Egypt  to  its  ancient  fplcndbrj^ 

and  the  removal  of  its  diftrefles^  is  here  foretold* 

The  Lord  Ihall  fmite  Egypt  with  various  affiidive 
providences  and  fevere  judgments,  which  were  to. 
j>rove  the  happy  means  of  Imnging  them  to  a  juft 
ienfe  o(  their  fins,  their  danger,  smd  duty.  By  his^ 
word  pf  truth,  accompanied  with  the  pdwer  of  bia 
Spirit,  he  would  fmite  their  hearts,  fo  that  they  fliould 
be  filled  with  ihame  and  remorfe  on  account  of  their 
tranfgrefiions.  When  they  were  to  be  in  this  dit 
iiefled  condition,  the  Lord,  whp  woimdeth  and  heal- 

cth. 
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ed),  would  reftore  them  to  health  and  foundnefs. 
According  to  this  prediQion,  he  was  to  heal  Egypt 
of  the  difcords  that  had  avifen  in  that  kingdom,  and 
to  remove  the  diftteiTes  occafioned  by  the  calamities 
with  which  they  had  been  vifited.  He  was  to  cure 
that  people  of  their  fpiritual  maladies,  by  his  pardon- 
ing mercy  and  fan£Hfying  grace,  which  he  would  li- 

ImUy  di^nfe  among  them. Jnd  they  Jhall  re- 

turn  even  to  the  Lord^  in  the  exercife  of  unfeigned  re- 
pentance, from  the  error  of  their  ways,  into  which 
they  had  departed.  Some  there  are,  who  return,  but 
not  to  the  Moft  High :  they  abandon  one  error,  that 
tbey  may  run  into  another ;  they  ftop  fhort  of  God^ 
and  may  be  faid  rather  to  return  to  themfelves  than 
to  thttr  Maker.  To  diilinguifh  the  Egyptian  converts 
from  perfons  of .  this  defcription,  their  return  is  fore- 
told to  be  to  the  Lord ;  to  his  worfhip  suid  fervice,  to 
his  proteSion  and  conduft,  to  his  favour,  and  the  en-  . 
joyment  of  its  blefied  effeds. 

And  be  Jball  be  entreated  of  them.  The  Egyptians, 
returning  to  the  Lord,  (hall  eameftly  fupplicate  his 
mercy  and  forgivenefs,  that  he  would  love  them  free- 
ly, and  receive  them  gracioufly  into  his  favour  and 
familv.  To  their  eameft  prayers  and  entreaties,  God 
would  be  pleafed  to  hearken,  and  they  were  to  j>re- 
vail  with  him  to  grant  them  the  bleffings  which  they 
requelled.  He  would  give  them  a  kind  reception  at 
his  throne  of  grace,  and  fulfil  their  juft  defires  which 
were  agreeable  to  his  will. — : — And  Jhall  heal  them. 
Of  this  mercy  they  are  again  aflured,  whilft  intima- 
tion is  given,  that  it  fhall  be  conveyed  to  them  in 
confequence  of  their  importunate  fupplications  to  the 
God  of  all  grace.  This  ineftimable  blefling  hath  been 
often  obtained  in  this  manner  by  thofe  who  were  in 
diftrefs.  When  the  royal  pfalmift  prayed,  in  PfaL 
vi.  2.  *  Lord,  heal  me,  for  my  bones  are  vexed,*  he 
thus  triumphs,  at  ver.  9.  ^  The  Lord  hath  heard  my 
♦  fupplication ;  the  Lord  will  receive  my  prayer.' 
What  he  elfewhere  fays  on  this  fubjed,  hath  been 
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verified  in  every  age :  ^  They  looked  unto  him^  and 

*  were  lightened :  and  their  faces  were  not  aihamed, 

*  This  poor  man  cried,  and  the  Lord  heard  him ;  and 

*  fayed  him  out  of  all  his  troubles  *•'  This  remark, 
thus  exemplified,  fuggefts  ftrong  encouragement  to 
us  in  all  our  afflidions,  to  have  recourfe  to  Grod  for 
cure  and  deliverance. — *-Thefe  predidions  which 
were  delivered  concerning  Egypt,  ought  to  be  verified 
in  us,  my  brethren,  who  profefs  to  have  folemnly  de^ 
voted  ourfelves  to  the  Lord  of  hofts,  and  to  have 
fwom  allegiance  to  him  as  our  Lord  and  Mailer^ 
We  ought  to  fpeak  the  language  peculiar  to  his 
people,  and  to  maintain  a  converfation  becoming  the 

?ofpel  and  our  holy  profeffion.  Acknowledging  that 
efus  Chrift  is  the  altar  that  fan£lifieth  every  gi^,  vre 
ought  to  prefent  through  him,  thofe  fpirituai  iacri* 
Aces  of  prayer,  of  praife,  and  doing  gopd,  which  are 
welUpleafing  unto  God.  Impreffed  with  a  fenfe  of 
his  diftinguiihing  gpodnefs,  and  the  memorable  de- 
liverances that  he  hath  wrought  for  us,  we  ought  to. 
raife  grateful  monuments  to  his  mercy,  which  may 
witnefs  our  firm  attachment  to  his  fervice*  In  all  our 
diftrefles,  let  us  cry  unto  the  Lord,  in  the  humble 
hope  that  he  will  fend  us  feafonable  deliverance,  by 
the  mighty  Saviour  whom  he  hath  raifed  up.  As  the 
Lord  hath  made  himfelf  known  to  us  by  his  word,^ 
let  us  thankfully  receive  and  improve  the  light  he  af- 
fords us,  by  vowing  perpetual  (4>edience  to  him,  and 
by  daily  performing  thefe  vows  in  the  prefence  of  all 
his  people.  When  he  fmiteth  us,  convinced  that  he 
alone  can  heal,  let  us  return  to  him,  humbly  implor- 
ing his  mercy,  in  the  pleafing  expe&ation  that  he  will 
heal  us,  as  he  did  the  Egyptians. 

23  If  In  that  day  lliall  there  be  a  high-way  out 
of  Egypt  to  Affyria,  and  the  Aflyrian  fhall  comQ 

*  Pfal.  xxxiv,  5,  6. 
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into  Egypt,  and  the  Egyptian  into  Aflyria,  and 
the  Egyptians  (hall  ferve  with  the  Aflyrians. 

The  joyfiil  confequences  which  were  to  refulc  from 
the  accomplifliment  of  the  foregoing  predicted  events, 
2TC  reprefented  in  this  and  the  two  foHowiog  verfes. 
The  effeds  are  truly  'wonderful,  hr  furpaffing  all  bu« 
man  expedbtion.— -— ^/»  thai  day:  at  the  time,  or 
foon  after  the  above  prophecy  was  to  receive  its  fulfil- 
ment.  Shall  there  be  a  high'way^  &c*  A  plain,  pul>« 

lie,  and  much-frequented  way  of  communication 
fliould  be  opened  between  Egypt  and  Aflyria,  where- 
by  an  intimate  correfpondence  would  be  carried  on 
between  thefe  two  kingdoms,  which  were  formerly  at 
variance  with  each  other.  Laying  afide  their  enmity, 
and  boftile  defigns,  the  mpft  entire  concord,  and  the 
mod  inttmate  intercourfe,  was  to  fubfift  between  thefe 
two  nations,  which  would  be  cultivated,  on  both 
fides,  with  great  afliduity  and  fuccefs.— — ^^^  the 
Egyptians  Jball  ferve  with  the  AJfyriam^  the  one  great 
Lord  of  all,  wno  is  rich  in  mercy  to  all  that  call  upon 
him,  and  accepteth,  in  every  nation,  him  that  feareth 
God,  and  worketh  righteoufnefs.  With  one  confent, 
they  were  to  cry  unto  him,  to  do  facnfice,  to  offer 
oblation,  to  vow  unto  him,  and  to  perform  their 
vows,  and  to  pay  him  the  &cred  homage  which  be 
jaftly  requireth. 

24  In  that  day  (hall  Ifrael  be  the  third  with 
Egypt,  and  with  Aflyria,  even  a  blefling  in  the 
midft  of  the  land. 

Egypt  and  Aflyria,  by  uniting  with  Ifrael,  were  to 
derive  a  blefling  upon  the  new  connection  which  they 
had  formed.  Their  connection  with  the  people  of 
God  was  to  prove  a  remarkable  benefit ;  for  the  blefl"* 
ing  which  God  had  commanded  upon  Ifrael,  who  in- 
habited the  midft  of  the  land  or  the  earth,  was  to  be 
by  them  tranimitted  to  -  other  nations,  according  to 

the 
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the  promife  which  Gbd  made  to  their  father  Abrau- 
ham,  recorded  Gen.  xii.  2.  *  I  will  make  of,  thee  a 
^  great  nation,  and  I  will  bleis  thee,  and  make  thee  a 
*  bleffin^/  The  pofterity  of  that  great  patriarch 
were  honoured  to  be  the  ihftruhients  of  communicat- 
ing the  divine  blefling  to  Egypt  and  Aflyria,  whilft 
they  exhibited  to  theiti  i  ftrikin^  inftance  of  its 
powerful  influence.  The  blefling  of  Abraham,  which 
was  to  come  upon  the  Gentiles  through  Jiefus  Chrift^ 
confifts  in  relloration  to  the  divine  £avour^  in  the 
panicipatioii  of  divine  grate,  with  the  hope  of  eternal 
life,  in  the  enjbyment  of  th^fe  high  privileges,  the 
true  felicity  of  man  confifts ;  sind^  deftitut^  of  them, 
in  the  judgment  of  God  and  his  faints^  ^e  are  lying 
under  the  curfe,  and  excluded  from  the  number  of 
the  blefled<  To  this  bleflednefs  the  kingdoms  here 
mentioned  ivere  to  be  called,  and  Ifrael  was  to  Ce  the 
medium  through  which  it  fhould  be  conveyed  i  and, 
with  Ifrael,  they  wei'e  to  rejoice  in  the  pofleffion  of 
the  glorious  prerogatives  accompanying  the  fetvice  of 
God.  As  from  aniofig  th^it  people  the  greslt  promifed 
Mefliah  was  to  arife,  in  whom  all  nations  were  to  be 
blefled,  from  whom  all  the  blefStigs  of  grace  were  to 
proceed,  and  by  whom  the  goi^el  was  to  be  preached^ 
which  pubUfhes  the  moft  precious  bleilings,  and  is  the 
ioftituted  means  whereby  they  are  attained— on  thefe 
and  other  accounts,  our  prophet  foretels,  that  firaei 
fhall  be  a  blefling  in  the  midft  of  the  earth. 

« 

^5  Whorti  the  Lord  of  hofls  fhall  blefs,  fay- 
ing, Bleffed  be  Egypt  n>y  people,  and  Aflyxia 
the  work  of  my  hands,  and  Ifrael  mine  inhe- 
ritance. 

Thefe  words  contain  the  folemh  benediSion  which 
the  almighty  God  pronounced  upon  the  three  king- 
doms here  mentioned.  In  the  prophecy  relative  to 
Egypt  that  we  have  now  been  confidering,  the  iuj^uft 
title  of  the  Lord  of  hofts  is  ufed  no  l^s  than  eight 

times. 
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I 

times,  a  circuihftance  which  deferves  to  be  remarked; 
He  who  foretold  thefe  very  extraordinary  events,  and 
who  will  abundantly  blefs  his  church,  gathered  froni 
amotig  different  nations,  h  the  Lord  bf  hofts,  for 
wfaoni  nothing  is  impoffible,  who  will  certainly  fulfil 
all  his  prpmifes  and  predictions.-^ — ^leifing  is  a 
word  which,  though  often  ufed,  is  little  underftood^ 
aad  lek  attended  to  by  too  many.  Men  blefs  God^ 
when  they  eicprefs  the  pleafure  which  they  feel  in  the 
contemplation  of  his  glorious  alUfufficiency,  and  the 
gradtude  that  arifes  from  the  view  of  his  ineftimable 
benefits.  Men  blefs  one  another,  when,  to  exprefs 
their  tender  affedlion  for  thofe  whom  they  love,  and 
to  (hew  that  they  would  make  them  happy  were  it  in 
their  power,  they  earheftly  requeft  that  God  would 
bkis  them.  But  when  the  Lord  bf  hofts  fhall  blefs^ 
as  an  evidence  of  his  ejceellent  loving-kindnefs^  he 
doth  not  pronounce  ^mpty  words,  or  ineffedual 
wiibes,  but  communicates  real  permanent  bleifednefs 
to  thofe  who  are  the  objeds  bf  his  favour.  When  he 
blefled  the  Father  of  the  faithful,  he  rendered  him  as 
happy  as  ±  man  can  be  in  this  prefent  life.  He  con- 
ferred upon  him  the  gift  of  faith ;  and  that  faith  he 
accounted  to  him  for  righteoufnefs^  of  which  he  gave 
him  both  the  (ign.  and  the  feah  He  gave  him  great 
riches,  and  children ;  and  promifed  that  his  pofterity^ 
who  were  to  be  ;multiplied  as  the  ilars  of  heaven^ 
fl)ould  be  heirs  of  the  world :  and  being  not  aihamed 
to  be  called  his  God,  he  prepared  for  him  a  city^  to 
which  the  patriarch  looked  forward  with  hope  and 
joy.  From  hence  it  is  eafy  to  learn,  what  is  included 
in  being  bleffed  by  the  Lord  of  hofts,  and  what  that 
bleffing  is  which  cometh  upon  the  Gentiles. 

Sayingj  Bleffed  be  Egypt  my  people^  whom  1  have  de- 
livered from  the  hands  of  their  enemies,  admitted  into 
covenant  with  me,  and  the  enjoyment  of  the  glorious 
prerogatives  conneded  with  this  relation.  My  people, 
who,  thoroughly  convinced  that  they  are  my  rightful 
property,  have  voluntarily  furrendered  theimi^Ives  to 
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my  fervice,  and  confecrated  tbemfelves  to  my  honour 
and  glory,  that  they  may  ihew  forth  my  praifes*  .  The 
Egyptians  were  to  be  the  people  of  the  Lord  of  hoft^ 
not  merely  by  external  profeffion,  whereby  they  en- 
joyed many  outward  privileges,  ,but  by  a  hearty  fur* 
render  and  refignation  of  all  their  concerns  to  his  di* 
redion  and  difpofal,  who,  by  a  day  of  his  power,  fub* 
dued  the  obftinacy  and  perverfity  of  their  hearts,  and 
made  them  his  willing  people.  Befought  by  the  mer<* 
cies  of  God»  as  intimated  in  the  foregoing  verfes, 
they  prefented  their  bodies  a  living  facrifice,  holy,  ac- 
ceptable unto  God,  which  was  their  reafonable  fer** 
vice.  They  yielded  tbemfelves  unto  the  Lord,  and 
their  members  as  inftruments  of  righteoufnefs  unto 
God ;  and  this  facrifice,  or  oblation,  was  to  be  fandt^ 
fied  by  the  Holy  Ghoft,  that  it  might  be  acceptable. 
They  were  to  gather  tbemfelves  together^  and  to  re* 
fort  to  the  great  Meffiah,  that  they  might  fubje& 
tbemfelves  to  him  as  their  common  head,  etfter  into 
covenant  with  him,  wait  upon  his  law,  and  ferve  him 
with  a  perfed  heart  and  wilting  mind.  In  this  maa- 
ner  they  were  to  demonftrate  the  truth  and  fincerity 
of  their  profefled  fubjedion  and  obedience  to  the 
Lord  of  hofts,  and  their  entire  devotednefs  to  him 
and  his  fervice.  The  people  in  Egypt,  who  were  la 
be  of  this  defcriptioni  are  pronounced  blefled  by  the 
moft  hi^h  God;  and,  therefore,  they  muft  have  bees 
blefled  indeed. 

And  AJfyria  the  work  of  my  bands*  All  the  people 
of  the  earth' are  the  work  of  God's  hands :  he  made 
them,  and  not  they  tbemfelves.  For  this  reafon,  com- 
mon to  mankind  in  general,  who  are  afl  the  creatures 
and  workmanfhip  of  God,  I  apprehend,  the  Affyrians 
are  not  called  the  work  of  God's  hands  m  this  bene- 
didion;  but  this  charafler  is  given  to  them  on  an- 
other and  more  peculiar  account.  In  the  expreflion, 
there  feems  to  be  an  obvious  reference  to  the  work 
of  God's  grace,  whereby  he  createth  his  people  in 
Chrift  Jefus  unto  good  works,  and  forms  them  after 
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his  nnage,  that  they  may  (hew  forth  his  praife.  In 
performing  this  blefled  work,  he  removes  the  vail  of 
ignorance  and  prejudice,  which  hung  over  their 
minds ;  he  takes  the  diredion  of  the  heart,  which 
had  gone  far  from  him ;  he  regulates  the  affedions, 
which  were  diflipated  among  improper  objeds;  he 
writes  his  law  upon  the  inward  parts,  which  were 
very  wickednefs;  he  pours  divine  light  into  the 
mind ;  he  reduces  to  order  all  that  had  gone  into 
confiifion;  and  forms  the  mod  amiable  beauty  in 
place  of  the  moft  odious  deformity.  In  this  manner 
the  Lord  of  hofts  purifies  the  fervants  of  fin,  and  con- 
verts them  into  fervants  of  righteoufnefs :  he  tranf-> 
forms  them  from  likenefs  to  the  firft  earthly  man, 
into  refemblance  of  the  fecond  Adam,  who  is  the 
Lord  from  heaven ;  and  changes  the  carnal  into  a  fpi« 
ritual  man.  He  tranflates  them  from  the  power  of 
Satan  into  the  kingdom  of  his  dear  Son ;  he  Iheds 
abroad  his  love  into  their  hearts ;  he  adorns  them 
with  dinne  gifb  and  graces ;  and  fanflifies  them  in 
foul  and  body,  by  his  Holy  Spirit,  This  is  the  work 
of  God,  which,  in  fcripture,  bears  the  names  of  rege-^ 
neraticm,  renovation,  creation,  illumination,  and  tranf- 
ibrmation.  Thefe  privileges  diftinguifli  the  fbns  and 
daughters  of  the^  Almighty,  who  are  the  work  of  his 
bands,  from  the  other  claUes  of  mankind ;  and  bring 
down  upon  them  the  benedi£lion  of  heaven.  For 
thefe  reafons,  I  fuppofe,  the  AfTyrians  are  defcribed  as. 
the  work  of  God's  hands. 

And  Ifirael  mine  mheritance^  Though  Ifradl  be  laft 
mentioned,  that  people  were  honoured  with  prece- 
dence in  the  kingdom  of  God  ;  to  them  the  oracles;, 
of  God  were  firft  committed,  to  them  the  gofpel  was 
firft  preached,  and  to  them  Jefus  Chrift  was  firft  fent^ 
to  blefs  them,  in  turning  them  from  their  iniquities. 
At  the  time,  however,  in  which  this  prophecy  was  to 
receive  its  full  accomplifhment,  they  were  to  be  incor- 
porated into  one  church  and  kingdom  with  the  Gen- 
tile nations ;  all  diftin&ions  of  this  fort  being  then. 
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^boliffaed,  Ifrael  was  no  longer  to  hold  the  pre-emir; 
nence. — r— This  people  God  was  pleafed  to  diilinguifh 
by  the  name  of  his  inheritance,  whom  he  appropriated 
to  himfelf  from  among  all  the  nations  of  the  earth, 
that  he  might  refide  amoi^  them  in  a  peculiar  man- 
ner, that  he  might  promulgate  to  th^m  his  laws,  that 
he  might  make  known  to  them  his  promifes,  that  he 
might  eftablifh  among  them  his  worfliip,  and  defend 
them  from  their  enemies.  This  defcription,  which  is 
repeatedly  applied  to  Ifrael  in  the  Old  TelUment,  ior 
timates,  that  they  were  the  obje6ls  of  God's  diflin- 
guifliing  favour  and  regard,  and  confequently  of  his 
tender  care  and  prote&ion ;  that  by  them  he  was  ho- 
noured and  ferved,  and  from  them  received  thofe  pre^ 
cious  fraita  which  were  acceptable  in  bis  fight.  Such 
were  the  highly  favoured  people  whom  our  prophet 
declares,  the  Lord  of  hofts  would  blefs.— ^^ir-Would 
you,  my  brethren,  participate  in  the  enriching  bleffing 
of  Jehovah  (and  who  does  not  wifli  to  be  blefled  of 
the  Lord)  ?  confecrate  vourfelves  to  his  iervice,  and 
commit  all  your  interefts  into  his  hands,  deeply  fen- 
iible  that  this  dedication  is  both  your  duty  and  your 
honour,  and  will  redound  to  your  higheft  advantage. 
Impreffed  with  a  humbling  fenfe  of  your  depravity 
and  corruption,  earneftly  iipplor^  that  God,  who  is 
all-fufEcient  in  power  and  grace,  may  make  you  his 
workmanfhip,  created  in  Chrift  Jefus  unto  good 
works ;  and  accompany  your  prayers  virith  the  dili- 
gent ufe  of  all  thofe  means  that  he  is  pleafed  to  render 
effedual  for  this  purpofe.  Be  folicitous  that  you  may 
be  admitted  among  his  peculiar  people,  and  become 
part  of  that  noble  inheritance  which  he  hath  cbofen^ 
^d  will  abundantly  blefs. 

This  prophecy  was  in  fome  meafure  fulfilled,  after 
the  boundaries  of  the  kingdom  of  God  were  extended 
to  Egypt  and  AfTyria,  and  many  profely tes  from  thefe 
countries  joined  in  the  Jewifh  religion.  Of  this  fub- 
jed  Jofephus  fpeaks  in  his  Antiquities,  lib.  xii. 
(rap.  ui.*-— .It  was  more  fully  accomplifhed,  after  the 
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divine  lamp  of  the  gofpel  was  carried  into  Egypt,  un« 
der  the  reign  of  the  Roman  emperor  Claudius,  and 
his  foccefibrs,  when  the  Egyptians,  in  great  numbers, 
became  the  difciples  of  Jefus  Chrift,  and  were  dedi- 
cated to  the  Lord  in  baptifm.  By  means  of  the  holy 
fcriptures,  they  were  inijkruded  in  the  knowledge  of 
the  true  God ;  they  frequented  the  public  aiTemblies 
for  divine  worfliip ;  they  were  employed  in  the  folemn 
exercifes  of  religion,  and  ereded  public  monument^ 
of  their  Chriftian.  profeflion.  XJnited  by  the  ftrong 
bonds  of  love  and  peace  to  thofe  in  Syria  and  Aflfyria, 
who  joined  with  them  in  the  fervice  of  God,  they  be* 
came  intimately  connected  with  them,  by  the  faith, 
hope,  and  praftice  of  the  gofpel,  as  hiftory  relates ; 
and  with  them  they  were  bleflqd  of  the  Lord  of  hofts. 
This  wonderful  work  of  Jehovah,  which  was  beguu 
about  the  time  of  Alexander,  called  the  Great,  hath 
made  confiderable  progrefs ;  and  fhall  be  gradually 
carried  forward  to  its  full  confummation,  when  the 
prophecy  fhall  receive  its  completion,  to  the  glory  of 
God. 
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THE  predidions  contained  in  this  chapter,  may 
be  confidered  as  a  fupplement  to  our  prophet's 
fifth  difcourfe,  recorded  in  the  foregoing  one.    By 
divine  command,  Ifaiah  appears  before  his  country- 
men the  Jews,  naked  and  barefoot,  not  having  on 
the  garb  which  he  was  accuftomed  to  wear,  that,  by 
this  fignificant  lign,  as  well  as  by  verbal  inftru&ions, 
he  might  place  fully  in  their  view,  the  import  and 
certainty  of  what  he  was  commiffioiied  to  declare. 
Whilft  the  Affyrian  empire  flouriOied^  in  its  glory,- 
and  its  boundaries  were  continually  enlarging,  the 
Jews,  the  Phoenicians^  and  inhabitants  of  Paleftine, 
were  ftruck  with  terror  at  the  uninterrupted  fuccefs 
that  attended  their  arms,  which  that  exorbitant  power 
meditated  to  carry  into  Egypt  itfelf.    In  the  mtan 
time,  the  Jews  and  Ephraimites,  hegleding  the  Goc} 
of  their   fathers,   looked  to   Egypt  and  Ethiopia 
chiefly  for  ailiftance,  prefervation,  and  deliverance* 
As  a  proper  correflion  of  their  fm  and  folly  in  this 
refped,  thefe  nations  became  a  fcourge  to  them  in« 
ftead  of  a  defence.    The  Egyptians  and  Ethiopians 
having  been  vanquifhed  by  the  Aflyrians,  many  of 
them  were  taken  captive,  and  led  away,  almoft  naked, 
into  fervitude  in  diflant  countries.     This  event  God 
was  pleafed  not  only  to  forctel,  but  to  prefigure  by 
o\Sr  prophet,  that  the  Jews  and  Ifraelites  might  be 
convinced  of  the  weaknefs  of  thofe  in  whom  they 
confided,  and  the  abfurdity  of  placing  their  truft  in 
an  arm  of  flefli.     In  this  forcible  manner  did  the  'Al* 
mighty  inftru£t  his  people,  that  the  united  power  of 
Egypt  and  Ethiopia  though  to  human  view  fufficient 
to  oppofe  the  flrength  of  Aifyria,  and  to  fupport  the 
hopes  of  thofe  who  were  diftrefled  by  its  tyranny  in 
Paleftine,  yet  all  their  expectations  from  thefe  quar- 
ters were  to  be-  difappointed.    In  confequence  where- 
of, they  would  feverely  upbraid  themfelves  with  te-* 
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merity  and  folly,  whilft  they  beheld  the  mod  fenfible 
proofs,  that  all  human  affairs  are  entirely  under  the 
dire£Uon  <^  the  God  of  Ifrael,  in  whom  they  ought 
to  have  trufted  rather  than  in  man.-— -—The  chapter 
before  us  is  compofed  of  two  parts :  the  infcription, 
which  admoniflies  us  of  the  time  wherein  it  was  pub- 
li(bed,  with  other  circumftances  proper  to  be  known ; 
and  the  prophecy  itfelf,  with  the  emblematical  repre- 
fentation  that  accompanied  it,  and  the  remarkable 
cffe&s  with  which  it  fhould  be  attended^ 


C  H  A  P.    XX. 

IN  the  year  that  Tartan  came  unto  Afhdod 
(when  Sargon  the  king  of  Aflyria  fent  him) 

and  fought  againft  Afhdod,  and  took  it. 

« 

Thefe  words  clearly  afcertain  the  time  wherein  this 
prophecy  was  delivered,  by  a  then  well-known  event, 
of  which  we  are  entirely  ignoranjt,  the  hiilory  of  it 
having  been  buried  in  the  ruins  of  time.  Th^king 
of  Aflyria,  who  is  here  mentioned  by  the  name  or 
Sargon,  was  probably  either  Shalmaniefer,  the  father 
of  Sennacherib,  or  Sennacherib  himfelf  Tartan  was 
the  general  whom  he  fent  as  commander  in  chief  c^ 
this  expedition,  to  which  our  prophet  refers.  This 
was  the  name  of  the  firft  in  rank  of  the  three  general 
officers  whom  Sennacherib  fent  from  Lachifh,  with  a 
great  hoft,  againft  the  city  Jerufalem ;  and  was  pro- 
bably the  very  perfon  of  whom  our  prophet  here 
fpeaks,  Afhdod  was  one  of  the  principal  cities  which 
belonged  to  the  Philiftines.  It  is  not  improbable, 
that  this  expedition  was  undertaken  about  the  feventh 
year  of  Hezekiah's  reign,  after  the  Ephraimites  had 
been  led  captive  by  the  Aflyrians.  The  Aflyrian  mo- 
narch having  fubdued  the  Ifraelites,  and  being  en- 
raged at  the  Egyptians  and  Ethiopians,  who  refufed 

to 
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to  fuBmit  to  his  authority,  that  warlike  prince  turned 
his  arms  againft  thefe  nations ;  and  ordered  his  troops, 
in  their  progrefs,  to  attack  Aihdod,  and  to  take  pof- 
feifion  of  the  city.  Frotn  this  period,  until  the  tenth 
year  of  king  Hezekiah,  he  carried  on  war  againft 
Egypt  and  Ethiopia,  which,  after  three  years,  he  fo 
far  vanquifhed,  as  to  lead  great  numbers  belonging 
to  both  countries  into  captivityi    Then, 

2  At  the  fartife  time  fpake  the  Lord  hy  Ifaiah 
the  fon  of  Amoz,  faying.  Go,  and  loofe  the 
fackcloth  frotn  off  thy  loins,  and  put  off  thy 
flioe  from  thy  foot:  And  he  did  fo,  walking 
naked  and  barefoot^ 

Our  propheit,  having  fpecined  the  time  iii  which 
he  received  the  following  inftrudions  from  God,  pro^ 
ceeds  to  relate  the  revelation  that  was  communicated 
to  him.         The  word  of  the  Lord  delivered  to  Ifaiah 
this  exprefs  order,  which,  by  his  ihiniftry,  v^s  made 
known  to  the  people  among  whom  he  lived :  G^,  and 
loofe  the  fackcloth  from  off  thy  hinsy  &c.   Sackcloth  was 
a  veiy  coarfe,  rough  fort  of  cloth,  which  was  bften 
made  of  goats  or  camels  hair;  and  was  anciently 
worn  by  thofe  who  mourned  in  times  of  great  afflic- 
tion,* whether  perfonal  or  public.  The  king  of  Ifrael, 
during  a  terrible  famine  in  Samaria,  had  on  an  inner 
garment  of  this  fort.     On  hearing  the  prophecy  of 
Jonah,  the  king  of  Nineveh  iflfued  a  proclamation, 
that  all  his  people  fliould  fad,  and  put  on  fackcloth  *. 
Of  the  fame  kind  of  coarfe  fluff  the  prophets  of  old 
wore  an  upper  garment,  as  a  badge  of  their  ofBcc. 
On  this  account,  I  fuppofe,  the  prophet  Elijah  was 
called  a  hairy  man ;  and  John  the  Baptift  is  faid  to 
have  been  clothed  with  a  garment  of  camel's  hair- 
This  garb  might  be  intended  as  an  emblem  of  the 
auflerity  of  their  life  and  dodrine.     This  upper  gar* 

*  Jonah  iii.  8. 

ment, 
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ffient,  or  cloak,  Ifaiah  was  required,  on  this  occafion^ 
to  lay  aiide.— — — Befides,  he  was  ordered  to  put  oSt 
his  moe  from  hiis  foot,  which  he  was  accuftomed  to 
wear,  after  the  manner  of  his  countrymen,  that,  bV" 
this  new  and  uncommon  appearance^  he  might  attraft 
the  attentibn  of  his  fellow-citizens,  and  exeite  theni 
to  inquire  into  the  reafons  of  this  extraordinary 

change  of  his  habit. ^Th^  prophet's  prompt  obe-* 

dience  to  this  divine  command  is  mentioned  in  the 
latter  part  of  the  verf? : 

And  be  didfo^  walking  nake4  and  barefoot.  He  did 
not,  under  fome  fpecious  pretext^  decline  to  execute 
the  order  given  him  from  Heaven ;  but,  without  he- 
fitation,  he  imnlediately  carries  it  into  execution,  b^ 
the  confequences  what  they  may.  Senfible  that  as 
the  thing  formed  hkth  not  right  to  hy  to  him  that 
formed  it.  Why  haft  thou  made  me  thus  ? '  fo  the 
creature  ought  never  to  queftion  the  wifdom  or 
authority  of  its  Creditor  and  Lord.  The  appointment 
of  God  renders  thofe  things  and  aflions  which  in 
themfelves  feem  mean  and  contemptible,  momentous 
and  ufeful :  it  ftamps  them  with  real  dignity  and  im« 
portance,  and  makes  them  truly  inftru£tive»  View 
the  ceremonial  inftitutions  of  the  Old  Teftament^ 
fuch  as  circumcifion,  abftinence  from  paiticulaf 
kinds  of  food  .and  of  raiment,  uncleannefs  con-^ 
traded  by  toucning  certain  obje&s,  and  fprinkling 
the  tabernacle  with  blood,  and  they  appear  trifling 
and  ridiculous*  Contemplate  them  again  as  the  oN 
dinances  of  God,  infinitely  wife  and  gracious^  and 
you  may  difcem  their  excellence  and  extenfive  utility. 
Look  at  our  prophet  as  he  is  here  defcribed^  and  you 
fee  an  o3d  appesurance ;  but  coniider  him  ading  by 
divine  conuniifion^  that  he  might  reprefent  to  his 
countrymen  the  future  naked  and  deftitute  conditioi\ 
to  which  thofe  nations  were  to  be  reduced,  in  whom 
they  fboliflily  placed  their  confidence,  and  every  cir- 
cumftance  acquires  new  confequence.— — Such  is  the 
amiable  goodnefs  and  condefcenfion  of  God,  that  he 

Vol.  1L  C  c  inftruda 
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inftruds  his  people,  not  only  by  words,  but  by  lig^s  ; 
and  in  this  manner  fpeaks  in  a  language  eafy  to  he 
underftood,  that  makes  the  truth  more  evident,  and 
more  effectual  in  its  operation.  Whilft  the  word 
reaches  the  ear,  the  figure  attracts  the  eye ;  and  botli 
united,  make  the  mofl  powerful  imprei&on  on  the 

heart. Both  thefe  modes  of  inftruQion  are  beauti<» 

fully  conjoined  in  the  eftabliihment  of  God's  cove* 
nant,  wherein  he  hath  declared,  that  *  there  (hall  not 

*  any  more  be  a  flood  to  deftroy  the  earth  *.*  This 
folenm  aflfurance  he  hath  illuftrated  and  confirmed^ 
by  fetting  his  bow  in  the  clouds:  and  in  the  in« 
ftance  before  us>  both  lyere  wifely  conne&ed,  for  the 
benefit  of  the  pofterity  of  Ifrael.  Ifaiah  now  prefix 
gured  what  he  predi£led.—— Walking  abroad  among 
the  people  without  the  ufual  badge  of  bis  ofiice^  with 
which  be  commonly  appeared  in  public,  and  having 
on  no  more  than  one  (hoe,  in  the  fcripture-ftyle  he 
is  faid  to  have  walked  naked.  Jhus  Saul,  the  fon  of 
Kilh,  when  deftitote  only  of  a  prophet's  garment,- 13 
faid  to  have  prophefted  naked  f$  and  David,  king  of 
Ifrael,  having  bid  afide  his  royal  and  military  robes^ 
is  faid  *  to  have  danced  naked  before  the  ark  of  God^ 

*  notwiihftanding  he  had  on  a  linen  ephod  |.'  In  the 
fame  manner,  Ufaiah  is  faid  to  have  walked  nrkedy 
when  having  laid  aftde  his  upper  garment,  the  extec- 
nal  badge  of  his  prophetic  chara^er,  and  one  of  his 
ihoes,  he  exhibited  himfelf  to  public  view.  Though 
this  order  impofed  a  confiderable  hard(hip  upon  hioi, 
and  might  expofe  him  to  fome  degree  of  ridicule,  if 
not  contempt,  yet  he  yielded  the  moft  pundual  and 
exemplary  compliance,  .that  he  might  (hew  his  xmlU 
mited  obedience  to  God,  that  he  might  give  ufeful 
in(lru£Uon  to  thofe  among  whom  he  exercifed  his 
miniftry,  and  prefent  to  the  fervants  of  God,  in  every 
age,  a  pattern  of  fubmiflion  highly  worthy  of  imitation. 

*  Geo.  ix.  II.        f  I  Sam.  xxx.  24.        t  a  Sam.  ;i.  2o» 

3  And 
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3  And  the  Lord  faid,  Like  as  my  fervant 
Ifaiah  hath  walked  naked  and  bare-foot  three 
years  for  a  fign  and  wonder  upon  Egypt,  and 
upon  Ethiopia. 

This  ancl  the  following  verfe  contains  an  expofition 
of  the  fign  above  mentioned.  Our  prophet,  bv  act- 
ing in  this  infl^ce  as  he  was  commanded,  exhibited 
to  the  people  a  ftriking  reprefentation  of  a  diftant 
and  obfcure  event ;  and,  by  the  novelty  and  ftrange- 
nels  of  his  appear;mce,  excited  their  aftonifliment  and 
inquiries  into  the  reafons  of  his  condu£]k*  Though 
his  figure  might  feem  furprifing  and  abfurd,  it  was 
defigned  to  awaken  his  fellow-citizens  from  their  in- 
fenfibility,  and  to  roufe  the  attention  of  all  who  be- 
held him  to  his  predictions  and  difcourfes.  Whatever 
new  and  uncommon  external  afpe£l  he  aflumed,  his 
gefture,  habit,  and  a£Uons,  were  intended  to  convey, 
to  the  moil  reluctant  and  inconfiderate  among  the 

people,  fome  knowledge  of  the  will  of  God. The 

time  Ifaiah  condivued  this  pra^ice  was  three  years*. 
The  ezpreflion  here  ufed  is  remarkable ;  for  whilfl  the 
prophet  explains  the  divine  command  which  he  re- 
ceived from  God,  he  gives  an  expofuion*  of  the  ordei? 
itfelf.  The  order  was,  that  he  fliould  (hew  himfelf 
naked  and  bare-foot,  to  intimate  to-  all  who  beheld 
him,  that  withm  three  years  they  might  exped  the 
calamity  which  he  foretold,  that  was  likewife  to  con- 
tinue for  the  fpace  of  tbcee. years.  The  words  are  fo 
placed  in  ih.e  Hebrew,  that  they  may  be  Gonne£berd 
either  with  the  former  or  latter  part  of  the  fentence, 
and  fo  the  time  fpecified  may  refer  either,  to  the  dif- 
tance  or  continuance  of  the  predicted  judgment  upon 
Egypt  and  Ethiopia.  I  can  hardly  think  (but  I  pre- 
tend not  to  determine)  that  our  prophet  (hewed  him* 
felf  in  public  without  his  upper  garment  and  flioe 
during  the  long  period  of  three  years ;  and  therefore 
\  am  willine  to  fuppofe,  that  a^day  was  given  him  for 

a  year,. 
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a  year,  as  vas  done  to  the  propliet  E^ekiel  on  another 
occafion  (ch^p.  iv.  6.)* 

4  So  (hall  the  king  of  Aflyria  lead  away  the 
Egyptians  prifoners,  and  the  Ethiopians  cap- 
tives, young  and  old,  naked  and  bare-foot,  even 
with  their  buttocks  uncovered^  to  the  {hame  of 
Egypt, 

The  uncommou  appearance  \vhich  Ifaiah  made  ii^ 
public,  was  intended  to  reprefent  to  the  men  of  Jun 
dah,  the  naked  and  deftitute  condition  to  which  the 
Egyptians  and  Ethiopians  were  to  be  reduced  by  their 
enemies  the  Aflyrians.  At  the  time  this  prophecy 
was  to  be  fulfilled,  great  numbers  of  both  theie  na- 
tions were  to  be  taken  prtfon^rs,  and  led  away  into 
captivity,  with  hardly  any  clothes  upon  them  to  cover 
their  nuednefs,  which  ihould  be  at  once  their  fliame 
and  reproach.  To  the  Egyptians  efpecially,  who,  like 
other  poli^ied  nations,  were  accuflomed  to  wear  fine 
clothes,  and  to  value  themfelves  on  account  of  their 
drefs,  this  harfh  treatment  wo^ld  be  exceedingly  dif- 
treffing ;  and  therefote  it  is  added,  to  the  Jhame  of 
Mgyptn  This  circumftance  does  not  equally  apply  to 
the  Ethiopians,  who  were  to  ihare  the  fame  fiate  with 
their  allies,  as  they  were  far  inferior  to  them  in  re- 
fpe£t  of  drefs  and  politenefs ;  and,  on  this  account 
probably,  they  are  not  mentioned  with  Egypt  in  the 
latter  claufe  of  this  verfe.  Of  the  truth  of  this  pre- 
diftion,  which  ere  long  was  to  be  verified,  the  Jewilh 
people  had  a  fenfible  demonftration  prefented  to  their 
view,  which  demanded  their  ferious  attention  and 
pradical  regard.-r-^God  was  pleafed  to  inftrud 
them,  and  he  flill  continues  to  teach  us  by  fimili- 
tudes.  He  inculcated  upon  them  many  important 
leffons,  by  the  feething-pot,  the  linen-girdle,  the  pot- 
ter's veffel,  the  balket  of  figs,  and  the  yoke  of  iron, 
of  >vhich  you  read  in  the  prophecies  of  Jeremiab*    In 
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the  prophecy  before  us,  he  adopted  the  fame  infinuati 
inff  mode  of  inftruftion :  and  in  the  parables  of  the^ 
loft  (heep,  the  prodigal  fon,  the  barren  fig-tree,  and 
the  ten  virgins,  he  gives  us  many  ufeful  leffons,  which 
he  that  hath  ears  to  hear  will  diligently  endeavour  ta 
learn  and  pradife. 

5  And  they  fhall  be  afraid  and  afhamed  of 
Ethiopia  their  expe£tation,  ^nd  of  Egypt  their 
glory. 

The  publication  of  this  prophecy  being  intended  td 
convince  the  Jewiih  nation  of  the  extreme  folly  and 
vanity  of  placing  their  truft  in  Egypt  and  Ethiopia, 
vho  could  not  defend  themfelves  nrom  the  encroach*, 
ing  power  of  Aflyria,  the  wretched  condition  to  which 
thdr  prifoners  were  to  be  reduced  fhould  have  filled 
thofe  who  confided  in  thenx  with  confufion  and  ter- 
ror. The  perfons  who  the  prophet  foretels  were  to 
be  afraid  and  confounded,  were  the  Jews  (whom  he, 
^oes  not  deign  to  mention),  who  gloried  in  Egypt  and 
her  allies.  After  th^accomplifhment  of  the  predided 
event,  they  were  to.  be  afhamed  of  the  ill-founded  ex- 
pedation  which  they  had  prefumptuoufly  entertained, 
of  receiving  efiedual  afliflance  from  the  confederate 
nations ;  and  to  become  more  afraid  than  ever,  of  the 
increafing  greatnefs  of  Aflfyria.  Thofe  who  place 
their  expedation  on  princes,  and  trufl  to  human  aid, 
without  proper  regard  to  God^  fhall  certainly  be  afraid 
and  afhamed.  Egypt  was  a  powerful  kingdom,  re- 
nowned for  the  wifdom  of  its  counfellors^  the  riches 
of  its  treafures,  and  the  flrength  of  its  armies.  Ethio- 
pia was  celebrated  on  account  of  the  vaft  number  of 
its  inhabitants,  and  the  immenfe  multitudes  which 
they  fent  forth  to  battle.  The  flrength  of  thefe  two 
nations  being  united,  the  Jews  entertained  flattering 
expectations  from  their  alliance  with  them ;  and  efpe- 
dally  did  they  boafl  of  jthe  conne£tion  they  had 
formed  with  Egypt.   Having  pljaced  that  dependence 

upon 
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upon  an  arm  of  flefli  which  ought  to  have  been  fixed 
upon  the  Lord  alone,  fear  and  (hame  were  to  be  their 
juft  recompenfe. — ^uch  difappointmentsfhould  renr 
der  us  cautious,  and  excite  U3  to  take. diligent  heed, 
left,  by  fimilar  condudt,  we  expofe  ourfelves  to  that 
fhame  and  confufion  of  faqe  whicii  arifes  from  ill- 
placed  confidence. 

6  And  the  inhabitant  of  this  ifle  (hall  f^y  ia 
that  day,  Behold,  fuch  //  our  expedbation  whither 
we  flee  for  help  to  be  delivered  from  the  king  of 
Aflyria :  and  how  fhall  we  efcape  ? 

The  embarraflfeds  perplexed  condidon  of  the  people, 
who*  are  here  fpoken  of,  is  emphatically  defcribed  ia 
thefe  words. — ; — The  inhabitant  of  this  iile,  or  rather 
country,  as  the  Hebrew  word  is  tranflated  in.  the  mar- 
gin of  fome  Bibles,  ma^y  denpie  tbbfe  who  dwelt  in 
the  land  of  Paleftine,  which  was  fituated  by  the  fea- 
coaft,  and^  was  nourifhed  and  bounded  by^  the  fea» 
efpecially  the  Jews  and  Ephraimites,  to  whom  the 
oppreifive  power  of  Affyria  had  become  a  very  griev- 
ous yoke.  At  the  tijaxs  £gyp^  and  Ethiopia  were  ta 
be  vanquifhed}  and  multitudes  o(  both  l^^igdoms 
taken  prifoners  by  the  AfTyrians,  no  other  power 
exifled  that  could  fuccefsfully  oppofe  the  ^mbidous. 
defigns  of  that  formidable  empire ;  and  therefore  the 
people  of  Judah  and  Ephraim  would,  in  very  ftrong 
terms,  exprefs.  their  difa,ppointmeixt,  perplexity,  and. 
confternation,  in  fuch  language  as  this :  Behold  the 
vain,  extravagant  expe£tatiqns  in  which  v(e  long  in- 
dulged are  nbw  fruftrated !  Thofe  to  whoiri  we  reforted 
for  help,  and  hoped  for  protedion  fron\  the  fpreading 
power  of  Affyria,  are  themfelves  conquered.  How 
then  fhall  we  efcape  who  are  lefs  able  to  make  any  re- 
fiftance?  We  fhall  fall  a  prey  into  th^  hands  of  our 
rapacious,  cruel  enemies :  no  hope  of  deliverance 
now  remains. 
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Such,  my  btethren,  is  the  miferable  difappoint- 
ment  which  uniformly  attends  thofe  who  place  their 
confidence  in  man,  and  trufl:  not  in  the  Lord  Jeho- 
vah, in  whom  is  everlafting  ftrength*  To  this  (in  of 
relying  on  human  aid,  the  Jews  were  exceedingly 
prone ;  and  on  that  account  they  often  fufFered  very 
feverely.  Sometimes  they  tnifted  in  their  fenced 
cities  *,  fometimes  in  their  numerous  armies  f ,  fome^ 
times  in  their  wifdom|,  fometimes  in  their  privi- 
leges y,  fometimes  in  the  AfTyrians^,  and  fometimes 
in  the  Egyptians  ^,  as  we  learn  from  the  fcriptures. 
God  therefore  juflly  brought  againft  then>  this  heavy 
charge,  '  Thou  had  forgotten  me,  s^nd  trufled  in 

*  faiiehood,'  in  thofe  perfons  and  things  that  pro- 
mifed  affifbmce  and  fafety,  but  could  not  confer  them ; 
'  therefore  the  Lord  hath  rejeded  thy  confidences, 
'  and  thou  (halt  not  profper  in  them.'  Inftead  of 
helping,  they  diftreffed  them.  Truft  not  then  in 
princes,  nor  in  the  fon  of  man,  in  whom  there  is  no 
help.  If  they  have  inclination,  they  are  often  unable 
to  affifl  and  proted:  their  friends :  though  they  may 
have  both  will  and  power,  their  breath  may  depart,  all 
their  thoughts  perifh,  and  all  your  hopes  ^  buried 
with  them.     ^  Happy  is  the  man  that  hath  the  God 

*  of  Jacob  for  his  help,  whofe  hope  is  in  the  Lord 

*  his  God!* 

This  prophecy  was  doubtlefs  exa£lly  fulfilled  in  its 
feafon,  though  ancient  hidory,  handed  down  to  us, 
does  not  particularly  record  the  event  to  which  it 
chiefly  refers.  From  the  accounts  tranfmitted  to  us 
refpeding  this  period,  we  naturally  foppofe,  that  after 
that  powerful,  renowned  warrior  Shaimanefer  had 
occupied  Samaria,  in  the  fixth  year  of  Hezekiah's 
reign,  he  intended  to  have  reduced  all  the  land  of 
Paleftine  to  his  fubjedion.  Being  diverted  from  the 
execution  of  his  purpofe  by  the  interpofition  of  di- 

•  Jcr.  ▼.17.  f  Hof.  X.  13.  X  Jcr.  viil.  8.  ||  Jcr. 

▼ii.  4.  $  2  Chroo.  xxviiu  16.  f  Jcr.  ii.  37. 
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vine  providence,  he. turned  his  arms  againfl:  Egypt 
and  Ethiopia,  who  were  then  in  alliance,  and  fought 
with  confiderable  fuccefs.  Having  obtained  fome 
iignal  vidories  over  the  confederate  nations,  many  of 
them  were  ignominioufly  led  away  captive,  as  our 
prophet  foretold.  The  people  of  Judah,  who  had 
thrown  off  the  yoke  of  Aflyria,  about  the  tenth  year 
of  Hezekiah's  reign,  being  informed  of  this  codqueft, 
were  afraid,  and  iaihamed  of  their  condition,  dread- 
ing that  no  way  of  efcape  was  left  them  from  the  in- 
creafmg  oppreilive  power  of  the  Aflyrian  monarch. 


PRELIMI* 
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PRELIMINARY  OBSERVATIONS. 

THE  (ixth  difcourfe,  recorded  in  the  fecond  part 
of  thefc  prophecies,  on  which  we  now  enter, 
treats  of  the  deftrudion  of  Babylon-^of  the  future 
fortunes  of  the  Idu means— of  the  Arabians,  the  inha* 
bitants  of  the  defert.    The  prophet,  who  beheld  the 
Babylonians  extending  their  conquefts  over  the  world, 
fut^efdng  a)l  Afia  to  their  empire,  .and  threatening  to 
overturn  the  kingdom  of  Judah,  rapt  into  an  ecftacy 
by  the  fpirit  of  prophecy,  had  exhibited  to  his  view, 
the  Medes  and  Periians  ihvefting  and  taking  that 
great  city.    I'hat  wonderful  event,  far  exceeding  all 
human  expedadon,   he  minutely  d^fctibes,  ^nd  a 
variety  of  circumftances  with  which  it  ^as  to  be  ac- 
companied.   Notwithftanding  the  burden  of  BabyloQ 
was  related  in  chap;  xiii.  the  fubjeS,  being  of  high 
importance,  is  again  refumed,  that  the  people  of  God 
might  be  firmly  eftabHfhed  in  the  faith  of  this  afto^ 
nifmng  incident,  and  fo  neither  iruft  to  the  friendfliip, 
nor  dread  the  enmity  of  the  Babylonians.    The  de- 
ftrudion  of  Babylon,  being  emblematical  of  the  over- 
throw of  my  (ileal  Babylon,  the  powerful  enemy  of  the 
church  of  God  under  the  New  Teftament,  the  pro- 
phecy might  be  repeated,  ta  (ignify  the  infallible  cer- 
tainty of  both  thefe  great  events.     This  prediflion 
feems  to  have  been  delivered  much  about  the  fame 
time  with  the  former,  which:  I  fuppofed  to  have  beexi 
in  the  feventh  year  of  king  He:;ekiah's  reign.     After 
the  inlpription,  our  prophet,  divinely  itiftruded  in 
i^t  wondesf ul  fubje^  of  which  he  was.  about  to  fpeak^ 
imroduces  his  inftrudions  relative  to  the  fatal  cata- 
ftrophe  which  was  to.  put  a  final  period  to  the  glory 
of  Babylon,  by  mentioning  fome  of  the  manyiils 
which  the  people  of  God  had  fufFered  from  that  quar- 
ter, ver.  1 ,  2. The  Medes  and  Perfians  are  invited 

to  lay  (lege  to  the  city,  and  to  execute  upon  it  the  jufl: 

judgments  of  God,  in  the  latter  part  of  ver.  2, r 

YpvUv  Dd  Tlveiu 
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Then  follows  a  graphical  dcfcription  of  the  diftrefs 
arifmg  from  the  great  calamity  which  that  renowned 
city  was  to  experience,  ver.  3^  4.— Some  circum- 
fiances  with  which  it  was  to  be  attended  are  next 

mentioned,  ver.  5. A  command  is  given  to  the 

prophet  to  appoint  a  watchman,  who  faithfully  re- 
ports what  he  faw,  and  what  was  done,  ver.  6. — 9.-- 

The  whole  is  concluded  vfith  a  public  annunciation, 
^hat  Babylon  is  fallen. 


CHAP.    XXI. 

THE  burden  of  the  defert  of  the  fea.     As 
whirlwinds  in  the  fouth  pafs  through  ;  y& 
it  cometh  from  the  defert^  from  a  terrible  land. 

The  burden  of  the  defert  of  the  fea,  or.  The  oracle 
concerning  the  defert  of  the  fea,  is  the  title,  or  in. 
icription,  given  to  this  prophecy.  From  the  analogy 
of  all  its  parts,  which  have  a  manifeft  reference  to 
that  great  city,  and  particularly  from  the  ninth  verfe, 
it  is  evident,  that  Babylon  is  the  fubje£t  whereof  it 
treats.  The  names  given  to  feme  of  the  books  of 
the  Old  Teftamept,  and  the  titles  prefixed  to  feveral 
of  Ifaiah's  prophecies,  are  unqueiHonably  myftical, 
and  intended  to  exprefs,  though  obfcurely,  the  matter 
which  they  contain.  Of  this  fort  are  the  titles  placed 
before  the  five  books  of  Mofes,  before  this  and  the 
prophecy  recorded  in  the  following  chapter,  where 
the  burden  of  Jsrufalem  is  called,  llie  burden  of  the 
valley  of  vifion.  The  figurative  defcription  here  given 
of  Babylon  was  extremely  juft,  becaufe  around  the 
city,  efpecially  toward  the'fea,  was  a  large  flat  morafs, 
often  overflowed  by  the  waters  of  the  Tigris,  and  the 
great  river  Euphrates.  Such  was  its  original  (late, 
Such  it  became  after  the  taking  of  the  city  by  Cyrus, 
ftnd  fuch  it  continues  to  this  day. 

As 
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At  whirlwinds  in  tbefouth  pap  thrtmgh^  &€•  Thefc 
words  feem  intended  to  reprefent  the  great  calamities 
whereby  the  Babylonians  afflided  the  Jewi(h  nation* 
which  brought  upon  them  the  awful  judgment  of 
Heaven.  The  fubjeft  is  introduced  with  a  flmilitude 
that  deferves  attention.  The  whirlwind  comes  very 
fuddenly,  moving  in  a  circular  form ;  and  fomecime^ 
blowing  with  ftich  amazing  violence,  as  to  tear  up 
large  trees  by  the  roots,  and  to  demolifh  (Irohg  edi- 
fices. Winds  of  this  fort  Were  moft  frequent  idi 
fouthern  countries,  and  froth  that  quarter  they  were 
obferved  to  come  moft  commonly :  hence  thefe  words 
of  Efihu,  •  Out  of  the  fouth  cometh  the  whirlwind  •/ 
Our  prophet  therefore,  when  he  Would  reprefent  the 
terrible  diflreflfes  which  the  Babylonians  had  infii&ed 
tipon  Judea,  compares  the  devaftation  which  they 
made  in  that  country  to  whirlwinds  in  the  fouth^ 
where  they  fpread  fudden,  unavoidable  deftru&ion^ 
carrying  away  every  thing  that  might  impede  their 
progrefs. — ^&  //  cometh  from  the  deferU  In  like 
manner,  defolation  came,  with  the  utmoft  violence, 
tipon  the  Jewilh  nation  from  the  defert,  even  from 
Babylon.  Nebuchadnezzar,  ftimulated  by  the  defire 
of  conqueft  aiid  domiilation,  inarched  with  a  great 
army  into  Judea,  vanquifhing  every  op|)ofition  tha^ 
by  in  the  way :  he  difturbed  the  order  and  tranquil- 
lity of  the  kingdom ;  he  invaded  Jerufalem  \  he  laid 
wafte  the  temple  df  God ;  and,  after  having  fpread 
defolation  over  the  country,  he  carried  away  into  exile 
great  numbers  of  the  inhabitants;  Thefe  and  many 
other  evils  which  befel  the  Jews,  proceeded 

Frtm  a  terrible  land.  The  land  of  Aflyria  juftly 
merited  this  defcription,  on  account  of  its  pf  odigious 
extent,  and  great  diftance  from  Canaan,  where  thefe 
predictions  were  delivered.  Great  objeds  with  which 
we  are  unacquainted,  placed  at  a  remote  diftance,  are 
often  confidered  as  dreadful.    The  Chaldeans  were  a 

*  Job  zxxvii.  9^ 

ftrong 
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ftrong  and  martial  people ;  for  thus  the  Lord  God 
fpeaks  of  them  by  the  prophet  Jeremiah :  ^  It  is  a 
^  mighty,  it  is  an  ancient  uation — ^their  quiver  is  an 
*  open  fepulchre,  they  are  au  mighty  men  *,  I 
know  fome  expoHtors  have  confidered  what  is  faid  in 
this  verfe,  not  as  the  reafon  of  the  deftrufHon  of  B^« 
by  Ion,  but  a  reprefentation  of  the  Tzpid  march  of  the 
Medes  and  iPerfians  under  Cyrus,  to  accompliih  the 
following  pcedi£tions ;  and  in  this  view  the  words  are 
explained,  as  containing  a  fummary  of  the  whole  pro- 
phecy that  lies  before  us.  Though  I  will  not  affirm 
that  this  is  not  the  meaning  of  our  prophet,  yet  I 
much  prefer  the  expofition  now  given,  to  that  which 
applies  thefe  words  to  the  Medes  and  Perlians.  Ba- 
bylon being  here  called  a  defert,  feems  to  have  been 
the  very  defert  from  whence  came,  with  great  rapi* 
dity  and  violence,  thofe  defolating  judgments,  which 
are  compared  to  a  whirlwind  paffing  through  the 
fouthem  regions. 

2  A  grievous  vifion  is  declared  utito  niie,  thtf 
trelsicberous  dealer  dealeth  treacheroufly,  and  the 
fpoiler  fpoileth :  go  up,  O  Elam :  beiiege,  O 
Media :  al!  the  fighing  thereof  have  I  made  ta 
ceaie. 

No  wonder  that  our  prophet  fliould  have  pf onoun* 
ced  this  a  grievous,  diftreffing  vifion.  Whether  the 
vifion  he  meant,  wa$^  the  clear  difcovery  afforded  him, 
by  the  fpirit  of  prophecy,  of  the  calamities  which  had 
been  infli£ted  by  the  Babylonians  on  his  countrymen 
the  Jews,  or  the  terrible  judgments  which  were  to  be 
executed  upon  Babylon  by  the  Medes  and  Perfians, 
in  either  view,  it  muft  have  given  rife  to  great  afflic- 
tion. The  charader  was  extremely  naturaland  juft, 
whether  it  was  founded  on  what  was  faid  in  the  firft 
verfe,  according  to  the  interpretation  now  given,  or 

♦  Jcr.  V.  15^  i&» 

on 
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ofi  the  predidtons  which  follow,  relative  to  the  over^ 

throw  of  Babylon. The  treacberous  dealer  dealeth 

treacberou/1^^  and  the  fpoiler  fpoileth.  The  king  of  Ba- 
bylon is  doubtlefs  the  perfon  of  whom  thefe  words 
are  fpoken.  He  fet  no  bounds  to  his  avarice,  ambi- 
tion^  and  injuftice ;  but,  in  the  execution  of  his  de- 
(igns,  perfifted  in  ading  moft  perfidioufly,  and  in 
plundering  thofe  who  wpuld  not  fubmit  to  his  autho- 
rity. That  tyrannical  prince,  regardlefs  of  the  happi- 
nds  of  fociety,  and  defpifing  the  laws  of  humanity^ 
overturned  thofe  governments  which  were  unable  to 
refift  his  power,  oppreffed,  fpoiled,  and  led  away  cap^ 
dve  the  people  into  foreign  countries*  In  this  man- 
ner be  aded,  confidently  with  the  odious  charader 
here  given  by  our  prophet ;  and  in  this  bafe,  iniqui- 
tous condud  he  obftinately  perfifted,  notwithftanding 
the  remonftrances  that  Were  made  againft  it.  *  He  ia 
^  a  proud  man  (faith  the  prophet  Habakkuk),  heither 

*  kaepeth  at  home,  who  enlargeth  his  defire  as  hell, 

*  and  is  as  death,  that  cannot  be  fatisfied,  but  gather- 

*  eth  unto  him  all  nations,  and  heapeth  unto  him  all 
^  people  *.'  On  good  grounds  therefore  (as  the  pro- 
phet intitoiates  in  the  verfes  preceding  this  quotation), 
the  juft  look  for  the  fulfilment  of  the  promifes  made 
to  the  church,  efpecially  when  tyrants,  intoxicated 
with  their  power  and  grandeur,  are  guilty  of  trea- 
chery and  cruelty,  tyranny  and  ambition,  and  thus 
bring  down  upon  themfelves,'and  their  kingdoms,  the 
moft  terrible  divine  judgments. — >— On  thefe  and 
other  accounts,  the  order  is  publifhed : 

Go  upj  O  Elam :  beJiegCy  0  Media^  he.  Rapt  in 
prophetic  ecftacy,  Ifaiah  calls  upon  the  Perfians  and 
Medes  to  execute  the  divine  vengeance  upon  Baby- 
Ion,  This  command,  like  that  delivered  in  chap, 
xiii.  3.  proceeded  from  the  Lord  God  of  hofls,  who 
muftereth  the  armies  of  battle,  and'alTigneth  to  king- 
doms, as  well  as  individuals,  the  various  fervices 

•  Hab.  ii.  5. 

whereby 
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whereby  they  execute  his  pleafure.  The  order  for 
going  and  befieging  Babylon  is  directed  to  Elam. 
This  was  the  name  of  the  firft-born  of  Shetn,  the  fon 
bf  Noah ;  and  from  him  given  to  his  pofterity,  which 
were  afterward  called  Perfians,  from  Perfeus,  one  of 
their  kings.  Media  was  anciently  a  kingdom  in  Afia, 
that  fubfifted  above  three  hundred  years,  the  capital 
of  which  was  £cbatan?i.  It  was  afterwards  united 
with  Perfia  into  one  great  empire,  over  which  Cyrus 
was  king.  To  thefe  united  powers  the  call  is  addreiT- 
ed,  which  was  accompanied  with  aftoniOiing  efficacy. 
Though  our  prophet  had  not  the  leaft  ability  whereby 
he  could  induce  the  nations  to  obey  the  order  that  he 
publifhed,  yet,  coming  from  the  God  of  the  fpirits  of 
all  flefh,  it  produced  its  full  effeft.  tie  commanded, 
and  all  things  flood  fad  in  the  beginning :  his  word 
brought  the  flood  upon  the  world  of  the  ungodly ; 
and  the  Elamites  and  Medes,  from  afar,  againft  Ba- 
bylon. All  preparations  and  attempts  are  in  vain, 
when  God  doth  not  call  for  them.  Men  have  founded 
the  trumpet,  and  gone  forth  to  battle  in  vain,  becaufe 
God  profpered  them  not.     All  the  creatures  muft 

hearken  to  his  voice,  and  execute  his  pleafure.- » 

jill  thejighing  thereof  have  I  made  to  ceafe.  The  fighs 
and  groans,  the  complaints,  tears,  and  forrows,  ta 
which  Babylon  had  given  Hfe,  by  her  many  infidious 
attempts  upo|i  the  liberties  and  poffeffions  of  neigh- 
bouring nations,  and  particularly  of  Judah,  were  to 
come  to  a  period  with  that  great  oppreffing  city^ 
The  caufe  being  removed,  the  effe^  fhould  ceafe. 

3  Therefore  are  my  loins  fitled  with  pain; 
pangs  have  taken  hold  upon  me,  as  the  pangs  of  a 
woman  that  travaileth :  I  was  bowed  down  at  the 
hearing  ofit^  I  was  difmayed  at  the  feeing  of  it. 

4  My  heart  panted,  fearfulnefs  affrighted  me : 

the  night  of  my  pleafure  hath  he  turned  into 

fear  unto  me. 

WhUft 
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Whilft  the  Holy  Spirit  placed  fully  in  the  view  of 
our  prophet,  the  dreadful  calamities  v^hich  the  Medes 
and  Perfians  were  to  inflict  upon  Babylon,  he  is  feized 
vith  dread  and  confternation,  which  he  defcribes  in 
very  (Irong  terms.  This  terror  and  difinay  with 
irhich  he  was  now  afflifted,  afforded  a  ilriking  em- 
blem  of  the  terrible  anguifli  and  perturbation  that  the 
execution  of  the  divine  judgments  he  forefaw  were . 
coming  upon  that  great  city  would  excite  in  its  inha- 
bitants. In  like  manner,  the  deep  fleep,  and  horror 
of  thick  darknefs,  which  fell  upon  the  patriarch  Abra^ 
ham,  when  he  had  a  vifion  of  ^he  future  opprefTion  of 
his  poflerity  in  Egypt,  might  prefigure  that  affliftion, 
and  tiieir  ftupid  infenfibility  when  in  that  condition. 
The  defcription  before  us,  is,  copious,  emphatical,  and 

extremely  moving. Therefore  are  my  loins  filled 

with  pain.  The  ftrength  of  man  is  chiefly  feated  in 
his  loins ;  and  when  they  are  much  pained,  the  per* 
fon,  in  this  (late,  muft  be  greatly  debilitated,  and 

exceedingly  diftrelTed. Pangs  have  taken  bold  of 

me^  as  the  pangs  of  ^  woman  that  travaileth.  Repre- 
fentations  of  this  fort  are  fometimes  illuftrated  in 
fcriptnre  by  this  ftrong  fimilitude,  to  exprefs  the 
extreme  anguifli  felt  by  the  perfon  in  dillrefs ;  and 
this  idea  is  plainly  intended  to  be  conveyed  by  it 

here. /  was  bowed  down  at  the  hearing  of  it,  as  one 

unable  to  fuftain  the  intolerable  burden  that  is  laid 
upon  him.  I  was  difmayed  at  the  feeing  of  it. 
While  he  beheld  the  vifion  prefented  to  his  view,  he 
was  greatly  terrified,  and  much  difquieted.—— M/ 
heart  panted^  fearfulnefs  affrighted  me.  Our  prophet 
feems  to  have  been  in  a  condition  fimilar  to  that  of 
Eliphaz,  the  Temanite,  •  when  a  thing  was  fecretly' 
*  brought  to  him,  and  his  ear  received  a  little  there- 
*'  of*  In  thoughts  from  the  vifions  of  the  night,  when 
^  deep  fleep  falleth  on  men,  fear  came  upon  him,  and 
S  trembling,  which  made  all  his  bones  to  fliake  *•'  He 

♦  Job  IV.  13,  13,  14. 

was 
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was  exceedingly  agitated  and  affrighted.  Fear  ^ame 
upon  hinx  like  an  armed  man,  and  overwhelmed  him 
with  unutterable  diftrefs-*— rSTA^  nigbt  of  my  pleafun 
hath  he  turned  into  fear  unto  me.  The  feafon  wherein 
I  have  been  refreflied  with  fuch  comfortable  repofe  as 
God  giveth  to  his  beloved  people,  and  favoured  ^rith 
viCions  of  fovereign  mercy  and  grace  from  the  Al* 
mighty,  is  now  become  a  feafon  of  perplexity,  fear, 
and  dread.  All  this  complicated  diftrefs,  felt  by 
Ifaiah,  as  I  have  already  hinted,  was  only  the  antici* 
pation  of  what  fhould  be  experienced  by  the  king  and 
people  of  Babylon,  in  the  fataP  night  wherein  thai 
city  was  to  be  taken  by  its  enepiies^ 

5  Prepare  the  table,  watch  in  the  watch-tcwer^ 
eat,  drink :  arife,  ye  princes,  and  anoint  the 
(hield,  " 

Somc^  circumftances  refpeding  the  capture  of  Ba^ 
bylon  are  here  mentioned,  with  equal  minute  cxzQ.* 
nefs  as  if  the  prophet  had  been  adlually  prefent  at  thi» 
cataftrophe,  and  related  them  Irom  accurate .  recol- 
le&ion.!— ^jPr^tf  r^  the  tabie,  or  as  the  Hebrew  words 
may  be  rendered,  the  table  is  preparing,  or  prepared. 
In  that  memorable  night  wherein  Babylon  was  taken, 
a  very  great  feflival  was  celebrated  by  the  princes  and 
the  people,  during  which  they  were  accuftomed  to  iiy- 
dulge  in  drunkennefs  and  debauchery.  On  that  oc- 
cafion,  the  Babyloni(h  monarch  gave  a  magnificent 
entertainment  to  the  chief  officers  of  his  kmgdoiD, 
'  and  the  ladies  of  his  court.  The  ta^le  was  prepared, 
and  richly  furniihed.— — At  the  fame  time  that  the 
order,  was  given  that  fupper  fhould  be  got  ready,  a 
cdmmand  was  alfo  given.  Watch  in  the  watch-tower^ 
that  the  earlieft  notice  may  be  communicated  to  thofe 
in  power,  fhould  any  diilufbahce,  or  riot,  take  place 

during  their  feftivity  and  joy. ^Thefe  orders  were 

followed  by  an  invitation  to  eat^  drink  ;  to  feafl  and 
rejoice,  now  that  the  eptertainme;it  was  prepared,  and 

nece0£w^/ 


/' 
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teceflary  precautions  taken  for  prefervihg  the  peace 
of  the  city.— ^— -/f  r^  yi  princes^  and  anoint  ihejhieldi 
The  large  and  deep  ttenches  being  now  finifhed 
which  Cyrus  intended  to  make  ardund  the  city^  and 
bebg  well  informed  of  the  confiifion  which  generally 
prevailed  at  this  feflival,  both  in  the  palace  and  city, 
he  giveis  orders  to  the  princes  and  chief  officers  under 
his  comniand,  to  take  their  proper  ftations,  to  woint 
the  Oiield,  and  immediately  prepare  for  adual  fervice* 
Having  pofted  part  of  his  troops  on  that  fide  where 
the  river  Euphrates  Entered  into  the  city,  aiid  another 
part  on  that  fide  by  which  it  went  out,  m  the  evening 
he  opened  the  large  ditches,  which  were  formed  as 
receptacles  to  contain  the  Water  of  the  river,  and 
Commanded  his  officers  and  men  to  march  along  the 
channel  fo  foon  as  it  became  fordable.  The  channel 
foon  becoming  almoft  dry,  the  troops  advanced  from 
oppdite  fides  toward  each  other,  the  gates  leading  to 
the  river  having  been  left  open,  through  the  negli** 
gence  or  diffipation  of  thofe  to  whom  that  fervice  be« 
longed.  The  army  of  Cyrus  having  in  this  manner 
penetrated  int^  the  heart  of  the  city,  and  the  troops 
meeting  at  the  palace-royal,  furprifed  the  guards,  and 
cut  them  to  pieces.  The  doors  of  the  palace  being 
opened  by  fome  perfon,  to  know  what  was  the  caufe 
of  the  noife  that  they  heard,  the  foldiers  ruihed  in ) 
and  meeting  the  king,  they  killed  him,  and  put  all 
his  attendants  to  the  fword.  Thus  was  Babylon  tdkea 
by  the  Medes  and  Perfians^ 

» 

6  For  thus  hath  the  Load  faid  unto  me^  Go| 
fet  a  watchman,  let  him  declare  what  he  f^eth. 

Our  prophet  is  required  by  divine  command  to  ap-* 
point  a  watchman,  tirho  (hould  give  what  information 
he  could  com^nunicate  refpeding  this  great  event, 
whereby  the  above  predidion  might  be  confirmed. 
The  watchman  was  ordered  by  infinite  wifdom  to  do 
duty,  that^  from  the  watch-tower  in.  which  he  was 

Vol.  IL  £  e  itationed. 
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ftadoned,  fomewhere  in  the  neighbourhood,  and  full 
view  of  Babylon,  he  might  carefully  attend  to  every 
movement  of  the  trpops  that  marched  toward  the  city^ 
and  immediately  repott  whatever  he  obferved.  In 
obedience  to  the  admonition  which  Ifaiah  recdved 
from  God,  a  watch  is  fet,  the  ftation  is  fixed,  his 
bufmefs  is  affigned  him ;  and  he  foon  fees  what 
claimed  his  attention,  of  which  he  gives  the  following 
account : 

7  And  he  faw  a  chariot  with  a  couple  of 
horfemen,  a  chariot  of  affes,  and  a  chariot  of  ca- 
mels ;  and  he  hearkened  diligently  v^ith  much 
heed. 

The  prophet  next  proceeds  to  relate  the  report 
made  by  the  watchman,  in  confequence  of  his  faithful 
attention  to  the  duties  of  his  office*        The  firft  ob* 

1*e£t  which  he  faw,  was  a  chariot  with  a  couple  of 
lorfemen.  The  eaftern  nations  anciently  often  fought 
with  chariots,  which  were  driven  furioufly  into  the 

'  field  of  battle,  where  they  made  terrible  havock 
among  the  enemy.  In  thefe  chariots  of  war,  there 
were  commonly  two  perfons,  one  of  whom  managed 
the  horfes,  whilil  the  other  was  employed  in  fhootiiig 
arrows  and  throwing  darts.  Probably  thefe  were  the 
couple  of  horfemen  feen  by  the  watchman.— —-/f  cha- 
riot of  affes  J  and  a  chariot  ofxamels.  The  one  chariot 
was  drawn  by  aflfes  or  mules,  which  were  commonly 

,  ufed  by  the  Perfians  for  this  purpofe ;  the  other  was 
drawn  by  camels,  which  were  employed  by  the  Medes 
in  drawing  their  chariots.  Thofe  to  whom  the  watch- 
man made  this  report,  might  be  naturally  led  to  fup- 
pofe,  that  a  large  army,  conippfed  of  thefe  two  na- 
tions, were  advancing  to  lay  fiege  to  Babylon,  under 
the  command  of  two  generals,  one  belonging  to  each 
kingdom.— ^^^  he  hearkened  diligently  with  much 
heed.  With  the  greateft  care  and  afliduity  he  nar- 
rowly watched  their  motions,  allowing  no  circum«« 

(laoce 
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Rmce  to  pafs  unnoticed.  ^  That  he  might  be  in  ^  ca- 
pacity to  give  every  pofQble  information  refpefting 
thefe  chariots,  and  the  armies  to  which  they  belong- 
ed, he  attentively  liftened,  that  he  might  colledl.  fome- 
thing  from  what  he  heard,  as  well  as  from  what  he 

iaw. 

• 

8  And  he  cried,  A  lion :  my  Lord,  I  ftand 
^continually  upon  the  witch-tower  in  the  day- 
time, and  I  am  fet  in  my  ward  whole  nights. 

The  watchman  having  declared  what  he  faw,  pro- 
ceeds to  relate  what  he  heard,  in  confequence  of  his 
diligent  attention  to  his  bufmefs.— — i^s^f  he  cried y  A 
Hon  ;  i.  e.  discording  to  the  opinion  of  fome  commen** 
tators,  he  cried  with  a  loud  vcMce,  as  when  a  lion 
roareth,  as  did  the  angel  of  whom  the  apoftle  John 
fpeaks,  who  fet  his  right  foot  on  the  fea,  and  his  left 
upon  the  earth,  and  lifted  up  his  hand  to  heaven,  and 
Jware  by  him  that  liveth  for  ever  and  ever,  that  time 
ihould  be  no  longer  *^  Though  this  may  poflibly  be 
the  meaning  of  the  expreffion,  which  is  addreflfed  by 
the  watchman  with  great  refped  to  his  employer,  yet 
the  words  may  be  confidently,  and  perhaps  better  ex- 
plained without  fupplying  as^  which  the  above  inter- 
pretation requires.  He  cried,  A  lion.  When  a  centi- 
nel  or  watchman  takes  his  (lation,  a  word  is  given 
him  by  the  maia  guard,  which  being  called  out  on 
the  approach  of  danger,  quickly  runs  from  one  to 
another,  until  it  reach  the  commanding  officer.  In 
conformity  to  this  cuftom,  a  lion  might  be  the  word 
delivered  to  the  watchman  on  this  occafion,  which  he 
loudly  called  out,  to  intimate  his  having  difcovered 
that  the  Medes  and  Perfians  were  advancing  toward 

Babylon. 1  will  venture  a  third  conjefture  upon 

^is  pafiage,  which  by  fome  hath  been  pronounced 
unintelligible.     Perhaps  when  the  watchman  gave> 

*  Rev.  Zp  3.  etfe^ 
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notice  of  the  chariots  that  he  ohferved  approaching 

•  toward  Babylon,  he  might  be  alked  by  his  employer^ 

what  ftanda^rd  the  army  had  among  them  f  -  To  thia 

inquiry  the  reply  was  given,  A  lion,  my  lord. / 

fiand  continually,  on  the  watch4onjtf§r  in  th^  d(^y-time^ 
and  I  am  Jet  in  my  ward  whole  nights.  I  am  conflant 
and  afliduous,  d^y  and  night,  in  difcharging  my  duty, 
in  order  to  make  farther  discoveries  6i  the  motions 

of  the  enemy. What  a  noble  example  of  diligence 

and  fidelity  is  here  fet  before  thofe  whom  God  hath 
appointed  to  be  watchmei)  in  his  church,  who  watch 
for  fouls  as  they  that  mud  give  account  to  their  great 
Lord  how  they  have  performed  their  office  \  The 
*  church  of  God,  like  a  befleged  city,  is  continually 
expofed  to  many  enemies  and  dangers ;  and  therefore 
thofe  who  occupy  the  ftation  of  watchmen,  by  unre* 
mitted  attention  and  vigilance,  ought  to  be  always 
ready  to  give  early  and  faithful  warning  of  every  ap^ 
proaching  danger^ 

9  And  behold,  here  cometha  chariot  of  men,! 
with  a  couple  of  horfemen :  and  he  anfwered 
and  faid,  Babylon  is  fallen,  is  fallen  ;  and  ail  th^ 
graven  images  of  h?r  gods  h?  hath;  broken  unto 
the  ground. 

The  perfon  on  the  watch-tower  now  announcesi 
another  difcovery  that  he  made,  of  2^  chariot  drawn 
by  horfes,  and  occupied  by  men ;  of  whom  nothing 
can  be  faid  with  certainty,  byt  that  they  were  advan- 
cing toward  Babylon,  that  they  might  befiege  the 

city. After  giving  this  intimation.  He  anfwered 

and  faid.  In  fcripture-language  .this  expreflion  fre- 
quently denotes  no  more  than  the  perfons  continuing 
to  fpeak,  though  no  queflion  hath  been  afked  that  re- 
quires a  reply ;  and  in  this  fenfe  the  words  are  here 
ufed.  .  The  watchman  proceeded  to*  declare,  Babylon 
U  /alien,  is  fallen.    That  gres^t  city,  which  was  the 

glory 
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glory  of  kingdoms,  and  the  admiration  of  the  nations, 
\&  £dlen  from  her  grandeur  and  magnificence,  from 
her  power  and  profperity,  into  a  mod  abjed  and  con« 
teroptible  condition,  from  which  (he  fhall  never  more 
arife.  Her  fall  might  be  twice  mentioned,  to  denote 
that  the  fpeaker  was  deeply  interefted  in  this  fubjeft, 
the  ftrong  emotions  which  he  felt  on  this  occafion, 
and  the  abfolute  certainty  of  this  wonderful  event, 

determined  in  the  pyrpofe  of  the  Almighty« One 

can  hardly  forbear  to  remark  the  driving  fimilarity 
of  what  is  recorded  in  this  prophecy  to  the  proclama^ 
tion  made  by  the  angel,  who  came  'down  from  heaven 
with  great  po\iirer,  and  with  whofe  glory  the  earth 
was  lightened ;  ^  who  cried  mightily  with  a  ftrong 
^  voice,  Babylon  the  great  is  fallen,  is  fallen  •/ 

And  aU  the  graven  images  of  her  gods  he  hath  broken 
unto  the  ground.  The  Babylonians  were  much  addicted 
to  idolatry,  and  had  among  them  the  images  of  the 
gods  whom  they  honoured.  One  of  thefe  images  is 
laid  to  have  been  forty  feet  high,  and  in  weight  to 
have  been  one  thoufand  talents.  Nebuchadnezzar, 
king  of  Babylon,  made  an  imag^  of  gold,  whofe 
height  was  (ixty  cubits,  and  the  breadth  thereof  fix 
cubits  f.  It  is  here  affirmed,  that  when  this  great  city 
was  overthrown,  all  the  images  of  the  deities  whom 
they  worfliipped  were  completely  deftroyed,  and  the 
homage  paid  them  by  their  blinded  votaries  was  to 
come  to  a  perpetual  end.  The  predidions  relative  to 
this  remarkable  event  are  clear  and  explicit.  Thus 
rpake  the  word  of  the  Lord  by  Jeremiah  the  prophet, 

*  Declare  ye  among  the  nations,  and  publifh,  and  fet 
'  np  a  ftandard,  publifh  and  conceal  not :  fay,  Baby« 

*  Ion  is  taken,  Bel  is  confounded,  Merodach  is  broken 
'  in  pieces,  her  idols  are  confounded,  her  images  are 
'  broken  in  pieces  |.'  In  the  execution  of  this  judg* 
ment,  the  all-wife  providence  of  God  was  pleafed  to 
employ  the  Perfians;  concerning  whom  an  ancient 

5  Kev.  xiriii.  I,  a.  t  Dan.  lii.  i;  ;(  Jer.  1.  2. 
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hiftoTian  obferves,  that  they  ereded  neither  ftatues, 
temples,  nor  altars,  and  that  they  cpnfidered  thofe 
who  required  fuch  things  to  be  made^  as  mad  and 
infatuated  *. 

Thus  feH  the  great  city  Babylon,  according  to  the 
predictions  delivered  by  the  prophets  of  the  Lord. 
Myftical  Babylon,  which  was  anciently  prefigured  by 
this  rich  and  powerful  city,  ftill  e^ifts  and  fiouriihes. 
You  have  read  the  prophecies  recorded  in  Scripture 
concerning  its  downfal  and  deftrudion.     Faithful 
watchmen,  ftanding  in  their  watch-towers,  have  care- 
fully obferved  every  commotion  among  the  nadons 
which  feemed  to  bring  forward  the  execution  of  the 
threatened  judgment*     The  timef  fixed  in  the  divine 
decree  is  fait  approaching,  in  wKich  thofe  who  are 
deftined  by  providence  to  be  the  inftruracnta  of  over- 
throwing this  power,  which  hath  long  beeu  inimical 
to  the  people  of  God^  (hall  be  coi^manded  to  perform 
this  arduous  fervice.     Our  fathera  beheld  the  com- 
mencement of  this  great  work ;  and  we»  ftanding 
continually  on  the  watch,  may  fee  the  work  going 
forward  with  all  expedition,     According  to  the  pro- 
mife  of  God,  we  expeft  that  the  gofpel  of  Jefus  Chrift 
ihall  be  preached  unio  all  nations ;   that  the  Holy 
Spirit  (hall  be  poured  oyt  upon  all  flefh  more  abun- 
.dantly  than  in  times  paft,  every  thing  that  oppofeih 
or  exalteth  itfelf  againft  the  knowledge  of  God  being 
removed.     We  look  forward  with  hope  and  joy  to 
the  glorious  viftory  of  the  Son  of  God  over  every  ad- 
verfe  power,  when  he  (hall  put  down  all  authority 
hoftile  to  his  government ;  when  he  (hall  difplay  his 
glory  as  King  of  kings  and  Lord  of  lorJs ;  when  in- 
fidelity, fuperftition,  error,  and  Heathenifm,  (hall  be 
aboli(hed,  and  thei  cry  again  heard,  Babylon  is  fallen, 
is  fallen,  and  (hall  no  more  arife.     In  this  pleafing 
profpe£t  we  fay,  Amen  and  amen :   fo  let  it  be,  fo 
Ihali  it  be. 

*  Herodot.  Ub.  u  p.  62. 
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I  o  O  my  threfhing,  and  the  corn  of  my  floor : 
that  which  I  have  heard  of  the  Lord  of  hofts 
the  God  of  Ifrael,  have  I  declared  unto  you, 

Tbefe  words,  vhich  contain  the  conclufion  of  this 
prophecy,  are  addrefled  to  the  church  of  God  by  our 
prophet,  who  gives  the  moft  explicit  aflfurance,  that  he 
hath  faithfully  related  what  God  had  been  pleafed  to 
reveal  to  him.  The  church  is  the  threfliing-floor,  in 
which  the  com  is  broken  off  from  the  ftraw,  and  fe- 
parated  from  the  chaff.  The  bufmefs  afligned  to  the 
prophets  and  fervants  of  God  with  refpe£t  to  his 
church,  is  to  reprove,  to  convince,  to  threaten,  and 
admoni(h,  in  order  that  they  may  make  a  feparation 
between  the  wheat  and  the  chaff.  This  is  the  deiign 
of  their  office ;  and  to  a^ccompUfh  this  purpofe,  all 
thdr  ftudies  and  labours  are  dire£ked.  Under  this 
beautiful  .figure,  John  the  Baptift  fpeaks  of  Jefus 
Chrift :  ^  Whofe  fan  is  in  his  hand,  and  he  will 
^  thoroughly  purge  his  floor,  and  gather  the  wheat 

*  into  the  gamer :  bfut  he  will  burn  up  the  chaff  with 

*  unquenchable  fire  *.*  And  our  prophet  here  ele- 
gantly addreffes  the  people  among  whom  he  perform* 
ed  his  miniftry  in  this  manner :  0  my  ibrejhing ;  the 
objeAs  upon  whom  I  exercife  the  well-m^ant  feverity 
of  my  difcipline,  and  whom  I  endeavour  to  lay  open 
to  the  inftru£tions  which  I  am  entrufted  to  convey — 
And  the  corn  of  my  floor ^  that  is  committed  to  my  pe- 
culiar care,  and  which  it  is  my  proper  work  to  pre- 
pare for  my  Matter's  ufe,  to  whom, belong  the  cattle 
and  the  corns  upon  a  thoufand  hills — ^To  you  I  make 
known,  according  to  the  commandment  of  the  ever- 
latting  God,  thofe  revelations  which  he  hath  commu- 
nicated to  me  for  your  benefit* 

That  which  I  haroe  heard  of  the  Lord  of  hojis  the 
Cod  of  Ifrael^  have  I  declared  tinte  you.  The  moft 
folemn  affura^ce  is  given,  that  Ifaiah  faithfully  de- 

*  Matth.  ill.  12.    ■ 
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livered  to  the  men  of  Judah  what  he  had  heard  of 
God,  particularly  refpefting  the  fubjeft  of  the  pre<» 
ceding  predidions.  What  amiable  integrity  and  hm'^ 
plicity  are  expreflfed  in  thefe  few  words!  Indeed,  ho- 
nefty  and  plainnefs  of  fpeech  are  confpicuous  in  all 
the  difcouffes  and  writings  of  the  prophets  and 
apbftles.  Peter  and  John  told  the  council  before 
whom  they  appeared,  4hat  they  could  not  but  fpeak 
the  things  which  they  had  heard  and  feen  * :  the 
apoftle  John  affirms,  that  what  he  had  feen,  and 
heard,  and  handled,  he  declared  unto  us  f :  and  our 
prophet  here  gives  the  mod  unequivocal  declaration 
of  the  fame  truth.  The  infpired  writers  did  not  pub^ 
Ii(h  the  fidions  of  their  own  fencies,  nor  did  they  im« 
pofe  upon  mankind  cunningly  devifed  fables :  but 
they  have  made  known  to  us  the  truths  which  they 
heard  of  the  Lord  of  hofts,  for  whom  nothing  is  im- 
pofHble ;  the  God  of  Ifrael,  who  will  do  every  thing  that 
is  necefTary  for  thefafety  and  felicity  of  his  people.—^ — 
Deeply  imprefled  ^ith  a  juft  fenfe  of  the  excellency 
and  certainty  of  the  word  of  God,  let  us  receive  di- 
vine truths  with  cordial  afFe£tion,  with  profound  hu- 
mility and  dutiful  fubmiilion.  Let  us  diligently  look 
into  the  perfed  law  of  liberty,  and  continue  therein^ 
being  not  forgetful  hearers,  hut  doers  of  the  work^ 
that  we  may  be  blefTed  in  our  deeds. 


1 1  H  THE  burden  of  Dumah.  He  calleth  td 
me  out  of  Seir,  Watchman,  what  of  the  night  ? 
watchman,  what  of  the  night  ? 

This  enigmatical  prophecy  foretels  the  continuance 
of  former  diRrefles,  with  the  addition  of  fome  new  ca- 
lamities, which  were  to  befal  the  Idumean^  at  the  time 
wherein  the  Jews,  being  extricated  from  the  darknefs 

*  Ads  iv.  lO,  t  '  J^^^  i*  If  2,  3.  - 
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of  affliction,  in  vhich  they  had  been  involved  in  com- 
mon with  the  Idumeans,  were  to  enjoy  deliverance 
and  comfort.  The  prophet  introduces  a  meflfenger 
from  Idumea,  inquiring,  with  great  earneftnefs,  of 
fome  Jewifh  prophet,  as  to  the  tim^  of  the  night  of 
darknefs  and  aii&dion.  To  this  inquiry,  the  prophet, 
probably  Ifaiah,  returns  for  anfwer,  That  the  evils 
wherewith  the  Jewifh  nation  were  diftreiled  fliould 
foon  be  over,  and  be  fucceeded  by  the  cheering  light 
of  the  morning,  whilft  the  Idumeans,  oppreiTed  with 
new  and  unexpected  miferies,  were  to  remain  in  thick 
darknefs.  Of  thefe  two  parts,  the  queftion  and  the 
anfwer,  this  prophecy  confifts ;  which  feems  defigned 
to  check  the  incredulity  and  haughtinefs  of  thofe  who 
infuked  over  the  Jewifh  people,  becaufe  they  were  in- 
volved in  (imilar  calamities  with  themfelves« 

The  prophecy  is  infcribed,\  the  burden  of  Dumah. 
Dumah  feems  to  be  a  contraction  of  Idumea,  the 
country  pofiefled  by  the  Edomites,  the  pofterity  of 
Efau,  who  was  called  Edom.  Similar  abbreviation 
of  names  often  occur  in  fcripture ;  as  where  Aram  is 
called  Ram,  and  Jehoihua  Jofhua.  The  land  of  Idu* 
mea,  in  which  mount  Seir  was  fituated,  was  given,  by 
divine  grant,  to  Efau,  and  his  pofterity  ;  and  on  this 
account,  the  Lord  charged  Mofes  not  to  allow  the 
Ifraelites  to  invade  the  Edomites.  There  Efau  fixed 
his  habitation,  as  we  learn  from  Gen.  xxxii.  3.  Seir 
formed  the  mountainous  part  of  Idumea,  lying  toward 
the  land  of  Canaan,  forming  the  boundary  between 
thefe  two  countries.  This  prediction  is  faid  to  be  the 
burden  of  Dumah,  becaufe  it  contained  tidings  which 
mull  have  proved  exceeding  grievous  and  afHidive  to 

the  inhabitants  of  that  land.- A  meffenger,  fent 

from  that  country,  is  introduced,  interrogating  the 
prophet  (1  fuppofe  Ifaiah),  as  to  the  progrefs  and  con- 
tinuance of  the  calamities  which  they  fuftained  in 
common  with  the  Jews. 

He  calletb  to  me  out  of  Seir ;  or,  as  the  words  may 
be  rendered,  there  is  one  that  calleth  to  me  out  of 

Vol..  II.  F  f  Seir^ 
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Setr.  The  voice  which  proceeded  from  an  indiyidual^ 
muft  be  confidered  as  expreffing  the  requefl  of  great 
numbers  of  his  countrymen,  as  appears  from  the  pro- 
phet's reply,  delivered  in  the  plural.  If  ye  vill  in- 
quire, inquire  ye.  The  Hebrew  word  tranflated  call^ 
hath  a  peculiar  emphafis  in  this  place,  fignifying  the 
cry  of  thofe  who  are  in  diftrefs,  impatiently  waiting 
to  obferve  the  dawn  of  the  morning.  Perhaps  the 
inhabitants  of  Dumah  had  been  informed,  that  our 
prophet  was  publifliing  divers  oracles  refpefling  the 
nations  furrounding  Judea ;  and  therefore  they  fent 
to  him,  wiihing  to  know  if  he  had  any  information 
to  give  them  of  their  future  condition.  To  obtain 
vrhat  intelligence  he  could  get  on  this  fubjed,  the 
meflfenger,  whom  they  difpatched,  inquires. 

Watchman^  what  of  the  night?  Though  all  the  fer-. 
yants  of  God  may  be  called  watchmen,  in  as  much 
as  their  proper  bufmefs  confifts  in  watching  over  their 
hearts  and  lives,  in  watching  againft  the  afTaults  of 
their  fpiritual  enemies,  in  watching  for  God  more 
than  they  that  look  for  the  morning,  and  for  the  beft 
opportunities  of  doing  good,  yet  thi^  charader  is 
^fcribed,  with  peculiar  propriety,  to  the  prophets  and 
mihifters  of  the  Lord.  To  them  it  belongs  carefully 
to  obferve  the  providences  of  God,  the  feafons  of 
danger  and  deliverance,  and  the  conduct  of  thofe  of 
whom  they  have  the  infpedion.  Like  watchmen, 
^  they  ought  to  be  perfons  remarkable  for  courage  and 
fortitude,  who  will  not  be  eafily  intimidated,  faithful 
in  tlifcharging  the  truft  repofed  in  them,  vigilant  that 
^ey  be  not  fuddenly  furprifed,  cohftant  in  attending 
to  the  duties  of  their  flation,  and  in  continual  readi- 
nefs  to  give  the  hour  of  the  night.  On  thefe  accounts, 
Ifaiah  is  juftly  addreifed  by  the  deiignation  of  a  watch- 
man. To  him.  the  Moft  High  was  pleafed  to  reveal 
the  future  fortunes  not  only  of  his  peculiar  people, 
but  of  the  neighbouring  nations ;  and  to  acquaint 
him,  in  fome  meafure,  with  the  Jeafon,  the  nature, 
and  duration  of  the  judgments  to  be  executed  upon 

them 
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them  ih  after-times.  He  was  therefore  the  moft  pro 
per  perfbn  in  the  w^orld  to  refolve  the  following  In^ 
quiry,  and  of  all  men  the  bed  qualified  to  give  a  fa- 

tisfying  anfwer. If  you  are  furprifed  that  the  que& 

tion  before  us  (hotild  have  been  put  to  a  prophet,  in 
the  land  of 'Judea,  by  the  Edomites,  who  were  aliens 
from  the  commonwealth  of  Ifrael,  and  ftrangers  to 
the  covenants  of  promife,  you  ought  to  recoiled,  that 
the  prophets  of  Jehovah  were  appointed  watchmen^ 
to  publifh  his  defigns  of  mercy  and  judgment  to  the 
church  and  to  the  world.  Tneir  fame  had  fpread 
abroad  among  the  eaftern  nations,  who  entertained  a 
high  veneration  of  their  charader.  Thofe  therefore 
who  were  anxious  to  know  their  own  future  deftiny, 
or  when  God  intended  to  favour  Zion,  would  natural- 
ly (eek  information,  as  to  thefe  matters,  from  fome  of 
this  renowned  clafs  of  men.  Befides,  it  ought  to  be 
remembered,  that  the  Edomites  were  the  defcendants 
of  the  patris^rchs  Abraham  and  Ifaac,  as  well  as  the 
Jews ;  and,  living  in  their  neighbourhood,  they  might 
have  fome  knowledge  of  the  facred  writings  and  in- 
fpired  projects,  of  which  the  inquiry  now  to  be  con« 
fidered  afiords  fome  confiderable  evidence. 

What  tfibe  night?  This  queftion  undoubtedly  re« 
lates  not  to  the  natural  night,  wherein  the  fun  ceafes 
to  give  light,  and  darknefs  prevails ;  but  to  a  meta- 
phorical night,  the  ftate  of  adverfity  and  afflidion,  of 
obfcurity  and  darknefs,  in  which  the  Idumeans  were 
involved,  through  the  oppteflive  power  of  Aflyria. 
The  day  being  often  mentioned  in  fcripture  as  an 
emblem  of  profperity,  liberty,  and  joy,  th^  nigfit  is 
fpoken  of  as  a  fymbol  of  calamity  and  diftrefs.  In 
this  fenfe,  the  words  of  God,  by  our  prophet,  fpeaking 
concerning  deliverance  from  the  captivity  of  Babylon, 
muft  be  underftood :  '  I  form  the  light,  and  create 
*  the  darknefs*.'  And  in  the  inquiry  before  us,  the 
night  muft  be  coiifidered  in  its  figurative  import,  as 

^  Ifaiah  xIt.  7. 

denoting 
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denoting  a  ftate  of  darknefs,  afflidion,  and  forrow. 
The  meaning  therefore  of  the  queilion  will  be  (hortly 
this :  Watchman,  what  information  can  you  give  re- 
fpe£Hng  the  (late  and  progrefs  of  the  nignt  of  calami- 
ty, diftrefs,  and  darknefs,  in  which  Idumea  is  now 
enveloped  ?  How  far  is  it  advanced  ?  Are  we  arrived 
,at  that  period  in  which  we  may  hope  our  affairs  will 
foon  take  a  favourable  turn  ?  Do  you  difcern  any 
figns,  or  have  .you  had  any  revelations  from  Heaven, 
intimating,  that  the  afHidions  we  now  fuftain  will* 
ere  long  be  over,  and  be  fucceeded  witL  the  joyful 
morning-light  of  deliverance  and  of  profperity.  The 
queftion,  you  obferve,  is  twice  repeated,  to  exprefs  the 
anxious  folicitude  of  the  inhabitants  of  Seir  refpe£Ung 
the  fubjeft  of  inquiry,  their  deep  concern  in  this  mat- 
ter, and  their  great  impatience  to  obtain  a  decifive 
anfwer. 

1 2  The  watchman  faid,  The  morning  com- 
eth,  and  alfo  the  night :  if  ye  will  inquire,  in- 
quire ye :  return,  come* 

Thefe  words  contain  the  anfwer  to  the  call  given 
from  Seir,  The  refponfe  feems  to  me  involved  in 
confiderable  obfcurity ;  and  therefore,  I  fay,  if  ye  will 
inquire  into  its  import,  inquire  ye.  I  (hall  give  you 
the  fruit  of  my  inquiries,  which  I  hope  in  the  mean 
time  will  prove  acceptable  and  lifeful.  As  the  quef- 
tion put  in  the  former  verfe  mu(t  be  underftood  in  a 
figurative  fenfe,  the  anfwer  mufl  be  explained  in  the 
fame  manner*  The  night  there  figniRed  a  ilate  of  per- 
plexity and  afHiftion ;  the  morning  here  denotes  de- 
liverance, joy,  and  confolation.  When  the  watchman 
faid.  The  morning  cometh,  he  affirmed,  that  the  much- 
deiired  chearful  feafoh  approached,  wherein  deliver- 
ance was  to  be  vpuchfafed,  light  and  comfort  diffufed, 
joy  and  gladnefs  was  to  fpring  up,  and  difpel  the  dark- 
nefs and  forrow  which  then  prevailed.  This  happy 
period  was  hH  hafteiiing  on,  and  ere  long  to  make 

its 
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its  wiflied-for  appearance. And  alfo  the  night.  The 

defirabk  light  which  will  foon  fhine  forth,  fhall  be 
fucceeded  by  the  darknefs  of  new  afHiftion,  calamity, 
and'forrow,  that  (hall  again  overfpread  the  land.  As 
light  and  darknefs*  by  turns  follow  each  other,  fo,  in 
a  figurative  fenfe,  they  (hall  alternately  fucceed  one 
another  in  the  difpenfatlons  of  providence  and  grace. 
You  may  expe£^  in  a  (hort  time  that  your  condition 
fhall  be  changed  for  the  better,  but  your  profperous 

ftate  (hall  be  again  altered  much  to  the  worfe. 

There  is  a  frequent  interchange  of  good  and  evil,  of 
profperity  and  adverfity,  in  the  lot  both  of  individuals 
and  fodeties.  God  not  only  intermixes,  with  won- 
derful variety,  fome  meafure  of  the  one  with  the 
other,  but  he  fo  orders  human  affairs,  that,  as  Solo- 
mon obferved,  he  fets  the  one  over  againft  the  other. 
Of  the  truth  of  this  remark  many  inftances  bccur  in 
fcripture.  The  apodle  Paul,  foon  after  he  was  fa- 
voured with  abundance  of  revelations,  had  a  meffen- 
ger  of  Satan  fent  to  buffet  him.  The  morning-light 
mone  upon  the  Ifraelitifh  nation  under  the  reign  of 
David  and  Solomon ;  the  night  drew  on  after  Reho- 
boam  afcended  the  throne.  In  the  days  of  Afa  and 
Jebofhaphat,  it  was  light  in  Judah ;  in  the  time  of 
Joram  and  Joa(h,  it  was  darknefs.  The  viciffitudcs 
of  day  and  night,  in  the  experience  and  obfervation 
of  particular  perfons  and  kingdoms,  recur  as  regu- 
larly, though  not  fo  frequently,  in  their  external  con- 
dition, as  they  do  in  the  natural  world.  ' 

If  ye  will  inquire^  inquire  ye.  If  ye  will  endeavour 
to  difcover  the  reafons  of  this  difpenfation,  and  the 
important  purpofes  which  are  thereby  accomplifhed, 
inquire  ye,  and  ye  will  find,  that,  by  this  alternate 
fucceflion  of  light  and  darknefs,  the  Almighty  is 
pleafed  to  awaken  people  from  their  dangerous  fecu- 
rity,  and  to  excite  them  to  (ludy  the  knowledge  of 
his  will.  By  the  obfcurity  of  the  night,  he  moderates 
their  happinefs  and  joy ;  by  the  reviving  light  of  the 
morning,  he  alleviates  their  diftreffes  and  forrows. 

He 


.a3<^  LECTURES  on  the     Chap.  tXl. 

He  fo  diverfifies  their  circumftances,  that  they  ard 
not  always  profperous,  nor  always  afflicted :  fome^ 
times  they  enjoy  comforts,  and  fometimes'they  are 
depreiTed  with  troubles.  He  employs  both  metcied 
and  judgments,  light  and  darknefs,  that  he  may  en<» 
liven  their  hope  and  confidence,  and  excite  their  fear 
and  reverence.  For  thefe  and  fimilar  purpofes,  God 
orders  the  tide  of  profperity  to  ebb  and  to  flow,  the 
morning-light  of  comfort  to  (liine,  and  afterward  the 
night  of  caJamity  to  fucceed.  Inquire  ye,  and  ye  (hall 
find  thefe,  and  fuch  as  thefe,  are  the  defigns  to  be  an- 
fwered  by  the  variegated  conditions  of  mankind.  The 
practice  of  this  duty  our  prophet  recommends  to  the 
Idumeans,  as  being  well  fuited  to  their  prefent  dlU 

trefled  circumftances. Would  ye  know  what  the 

true  God  hath  determined  concerning  you,  and  what 
he  requires  in  order  to  your  deliverance  ?  Search  into 
the  reafons  of  his  providential  difpenfations  toward 
you,  ferioufly  invefligate  the  caufes  which  have  con* 
tributed  to  afflid  you  with  thofe  evils  whereof  you 
complain,  attentively  liften  to  any  intimations  you 
have  received  of  the  divine  will,  and  impartially  con^ 
fider  if  you  have  turned  at  God's  reproof.  liF  not^ 
without  delay. 

Return,  come.  Since  you  feem  anxious,  in  your 
prefent  diftrefs,  to  know  the  will  of  God  concerning; 
you,  and  to  perform  your  duty^  return  from  your 
evil  ways,  whereby  you  have  incurred  the  awful  di& 
pieafure  of  almighty  God,  and  provoked  him  that 
chaftizeth  the  Heathen  feverely  to  correct  you.  Re<* 
turn  to  the  Lord,  from  whom  you  have  widely  de- 
parted, whofe  goodnefs  you  have  abufed,  whofe  laws 
you  have  tranfgreifed,  and  whofe  favour  you  Ihall  find 
to  be  better  than  life.  Return  to  the  practice  of  that 
righteoufnefs  which  exafteth  a  nation,  and  you  ihall 
find  that  the  work  of  righteoufnefs  is  peace,  and  the 
tSeGt  thereof  quietnefs  and  aflurance  fdr  ever.    *  Re- 

*  turn  to  the  Lord  with  all  your  heart;  with  failings 

*  with  weeping,  and  with  mourning ;  and  rend  your 

'  hearty 
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*  hearr,  and  not  your  garments :  turn  unto  the  Lord 
^  your  God ;  for  he  is  gracious  and  merciful,  flow  to 
'  anger,  and  of  great  kindnefs,  and  repenteth  him  of 

*  the  evil  *.*— — This  is  the  awful  voice^  the  gracious 
call  of  the  living  God,  addreifed  to  you,  my  brethren. 
'  Return  unto  me,  and  I  will  return  unto  vou,  faith 

*  the  Lord  of  hoftsf.*  This  is  the  voice  ot  all  God*s 
works ;  this  is  the  voice  of  confcience ;  this  is  the 
voice  of  every  mercy,  of  every  affliction,  and  of  every 
revelation  which  God  hath  given  t6  the  children  of 
men.  Hearken  diligently,  and  incline  your  ear  to 
the  gracious  call  of  divine  benevolence  ^nd  tender 

compaiEon. Come  unto  God  without  delay,  and 

obey  his  voice,  that  you  may  be  faved  from  the  ills 
that  you  fuftain,  and  thofe  which  you  dread.  Come 
and  join  yourfelves  to  the  Lord  in  a  perpetual  cove* 
nant  that  fhall  never  be  forgotten :  forfake  the  foolifli, 
and  Hve,  and  go  in  the  way  of  underflanding.  Thea 
fliall  your  light  rife  in  obfciirity,  and  your  darknefs 
be  as  the  noon-day ;  whereas  if  your  thoughts  are 
thoughts  of  iniquity,  wafting  and  deftrudion  are.  in 
your  paths ;  ye  fhall  wait  for  light,  but  behold  obfca« 
rity ;  for  brightnefs,  but  ye  walk  in  darknefs  |. 

Permit  me  to  remark,  before  I  proceed  to  a  new 
fubjed,  that  the  anfwer  given  by  the  prophet  to  the 
inquiry  made  by  the  Idumeans,  is  delivered  in  gene- 
ral, figurative  terms,  and  accompanied  with  a  pradi- 
cal  advice  refpe£Hng  prefent,  indifpenfable  duty.  In 
this  manner,  curious  queftions  are  commonly  anfwered 
in  fcripture.  Our  Lord  Jefus  Chrift  being  aiked, 
^  Are  there  few  that  (hall  be  faved?  he  faid  unto 
^  them.  Strive  to  enter  in  at  the  ftrait  gate ;  for  I  fay 
^  unto  you,  many  will  feek  to  enter  in,  and  fliall  not 
^  be  able  |j.*.  When  the  difciples  aiked  of  their  divine 
Mafter,  ^  Tell  us  when  fliall  thefe  things  be  ?  he  an- 

*  fwer^  and  faid,  Take  heed  that  no  man  deceive 

*  Jod  ii..i2»  13.  f  Mai.  ill.  7.  ^  Ifaiah  lix.  7,  8,  9. 

II  Luke  xiii.  23,  24. 

*  you 
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*  you— watch  therefore,  for  ye  know  not  at  what  hour 

*  your  Lord  doth  come  *.*  The  apdftle  Peter  having 
inquired  of  bis  Lord  concerning  his  fellow-difciple, 

*  What  ihall  this  man  do  ?*  received  for  anfwer^  If 
^  I  will  that  he  tarry  till  I  come^  what  is  that  to  thee  ? 

*  follow  thou  me  f  .*  And  in  the  oracle  before  us,  the 
Idumeans,v  prompted  by  curiofity,  inquiring  of  the 
prophet  concerning  their  future  fortunes;  received 
the  ihort  reply  which  1  have  now  been  illuflrating. 
As  no  valuable  purpofe  could  have  been  ferved  by 
dire&,  explicit  anfwers  to  thefe  inquiries,  they  were 
couched  in  general  terms,  and  attended  with  ufeful 
pradical  diredions,  to  which  we  ought  carefully  to 
attend,  deeply  fenfible  that  fecret  things  belong  unto 

God,  and  prefent  duty  ought  to  be  our  bufinefs. 

As  to  the  accompliihment  of  this  prophetic  reply^  i 
ihall  only  add,  that  the  grievous  affli^Hon  in  which 
the  Jews  and  Idumeans  were  involved,  during  the  Ba* 
byloniih  captivity,  and  even  prior  to  that  event,  formed 
the  long  night  of  trouble  here  alluded  to.  The  hap- 
py deliverance  obtained  by  the  Jews,  by  means  of  the 
proclamation  of  Cyrus,  made  the  joyful  morning 
fpring  up,  to  which  the  prophet  refers.  The  night 
however,  according  to  the  prophet  Malachi,  continued 
with  the  Idumeans,  who  were  fo  weak  and  impo- 
veriihed,  that  they  were  unable  for  fome  time  to  re- 
turn and  build  their  wafle  places  |.  llieir  pride,  felf- 
confidence,  and  cruelty  toward  the  Jewifli  people ;  that 
hatred  and  envy  which,  on  various  occaiions,  they  dif- 
covered,  juftly  provoked  God  to  continue  their  diilrefs 
much  longer  than  that  of  their  neighbours.  In  this 
calamitous  feafon,  fome  of  them  no  doubt  returned 
to  .the  Lord,  and  entered  into  his  covenant  and 

church,  according  as  they  were  direded. 

> 

*  Matth.  xxiv.  f  John  xxi.  21.  i  Mai.  i.  2,  3.' 

13  THE 
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1 3  %  THE  burden  upon  Arabia.  In  the  forefi 
in  Arabia  (hall  ye  lodge,  O  yie  travelling  compa* 
hies  of  Dedanim. 

This  oracle  foretets  a  terrible  Saughter  iffhlch  was 
to  be  made  by  the  AfTyrians,  withia  the  fpace  of  a 
year,  aihong  the  people  who  inhabited  Arabia. 
Whilft  God  revealed  to  oUr  prt)phet  the  future  for- 
tunes of  the  nations  arobhd  Cahaan,  he  reprefents  to 
bim  the  Aifyrians  with  their  fwords  drawn,  and  their 
bows  bent,  entering  the  weftern  parts  of  the  Arabian 
defert,  occupied  by  a  people  who  travelled  through 
that  extenfive  wildernefs  with  their  flocks  of  cattle^ 
difperfing,  putting  to  flight,  and  killing,  vaft  num- 
bers of  thefe  wandering  tribes.  The  prophecy  feems 
intended  to  fliew,  that  the  God  of  Ifrael  is  the 
Covemot  of  the  world,  -  the  fiipreme  Arbiter  among 
the  nations,  who  are  entirely  under  the  direftioii  m 
his  providence — that  the  Je\vifli  nation  were  the 
people  of  the  true  God,  from  whoih  alone  fafety  was 
to  be  ex^fted— <^that  our  prophet  was  undoubtedly 
his  fervant,  by  whofe  authority  he  fpake  as  he  was 
commanded-'-tod  that  his  peculiar  people  ought  to 
be  encouraged  to  place  all  theit  hopes  oh  his  powef 
and  providence,  whofe  predi£tions  they  faW  exactly 
accomplilhed  in  their  feafon*^—— After  the  iiifcription, 
follows  the  preamble — ^then  the  prediction— ^with  the 
time  and  certainty  of  its  fulfilment. 

Tie  burden  upon  Arabia.  The  tountry  which  is 
here  el^cially  intended,  was  the  vaft  defert  in  which 
the  children  of  Ifrael  journeyed  for  the  fpace  of  forty 
years,  fituated  between  the  land  of  Paieftine  and 
Egypt.  It  was  inhabited  by  a  mixed  multitude  of 
people,  who  often  changed  their  places  of  refidence.. 
They  were  chiefly  compofed  of  three  different  tribes : 
viz.  the  Cudieans,  who  were  defcended  from  Cufli ; 
(he  Hagarenes,  or  lOimaelites,  who  "(vef e  the  pofterity 
of  Uhmael;  and  the  Ketureans,  who  were  the  de- 
fcendants  of  Abraham,  by  fi^etura^  No  mention  being 

Vol.  II.  G  g  here 
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here  made  of  the  Cuiheans,  the  two  lafl-named  tribes 
were  the  priticipal  fubjefts  of  this  prophecy.  Kedar 
was  brother  to  Nebaioth,  the  eldeft  fon  or  lihinael ; 
Teraa  was  the  name  of  another  fon  of  Ifhmael ;  and 
Dedaii  was  one  of  the  fons  of  Abraham,  by  Ketura. 
Thefe  Arabians  were  a  courageous,  robuit  people^ 
intired  to  hardfhips,  and  often  expofed  to  many  perils 
and  dangers.  Now  this  prophecy  contains  the  oracle 
which  G6d  delivered  concerning  them  by  his  fervant 
Ifaiah. 

In  the  foreji  in  Arabia  Jhall  je  lodge j  0  ye  travelling 
compames  of  Dedanim.  Thefe  words  defcrlbe  an  im* 
portant  circumftance  relative  to  the  divine  judgments 
which  God  had  determined  to  infiid  upon  the  Ara- 
biansy  as  the  juft  puniQiment  of  their  crimes. 
They  are  addrefied  to  the  travelling  companies  of 
Dedanim,  the  poftetity  of  Dedan.  The  traders  of 
that  people  were  often  employed  in  carrying  various 
articles  of  mercbandife  from  India  and  Perfia  into 
Phoenicia,  as  we  learn  from  the  prophecy  of  Ezekiel 
concerning  Tyre :   ^  The  men  of  Dedan  (faith  he) 

*  were  thy  merchants — they  brought  thee  for  a  pre- 

*  fent,  hokiis  of  Ivory  and  ebony.  Dedan  was  thy 
^  merchant  in  precious  clothes  for  chariots.  Arabia,. 
^  and  all  the  princes  of  Kedar,  occupied  with  thee  in 
^  Iambs,  and  rams,  and  goats :  in  .thefe  were  they  thy 

*  merchants  *.'  Thefe  travelling  merchants  com- 
monly journeyed  from  place  to  place  in  companies^ 
for  the  fake  or  convenience  and  fafety ;  fome  of  them 
taking  care  of  the  camels,  others  ot  the  (heep,  with 
which  they  wandered  over  the  defert  to  obtain  paftu- 
rage  and  water.  You  read  of  one  of  thefe  companies 
coming  from  Gilead  with  camels,  bearing  fpiceries, 
and  balm,  and  myrrh,  going  to  carry  them  down  to 
Xgypt,  Gen.  xxxvii.  25.  In  the  book  of  Job  it  is 
written,  ^  That  the  troops  of  Tema,  and  the  compa- 
^  nies  of  Sheba,  travelling  through  this  howling  wil- 

*  Ezck.  xxYii.  15.  20|  2 J. 

^  derneis, 
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^  demefs,  were  afhamed  and  confounded,  becaufe  they 
*  looked  for  water  and  were  difappointed  *.'  In  this 
planner,  modem  travellers  inform  us,  the  Arabians 
ftill  continue  to  traverfe  the  vaft  deferts  through  which 
they  warider.-«— Thefe  companies  Jball  lodge  in  the 
forefi'  in  Arabia.  Travellers,  fo  far  as  I  know,  are 
agreed,  that  no  large  timber  grows  in  the  defert  of 
Arabia,  and  that  brambles  and  buihes  are  only  to  be  * 
feen  in  foroe  places. .  How  then  could  the  prophet 
foretel,  that  the  travelling  companies  (hould  lodge  in 
the  foreft  of  that  wildernefs  ?  The  words  may  import, 
that  the  Dedanite  merchants,  who  were  accuftomed, 
when  travelling  through  Arabia,  to  be  hofpitably  re« 
ceived  into  the  tents  of  their  brethren,  finding  them 
driven  from  their  habitations  by  the  enemy,  fbould  be 
obliged  (that  they  might  lodge  unmolefted)  to  retire 
into  the  mod  folitary  and  interior  parts  of  the  defert. 
On  this  account,  they  were  to  be  expofed  ^o  many  in« 
conveniencies,  hardihips,  and  dangers. 

14  The  inhabitants  of  the  land  of  Tema 
brought  water  to  him  that  was  thirfty,  they  pre- 
vented with  their  bread  him  tha,t  fled. 

This  and  the  following  verfe  contains  a  very  afieft- 
ing  defcription  of  the  miferable  circuraftances  to  which 
the  Arabians  were  to  be  reduced  by  their  enemies.— 
To  bring  forth  bread  and  water  to  thofe  who  are  in 
want  and  diftrefs,  aud  to  afibrd  neceflkry  refrefhment 
to  poor  fugitives,  is  an  inftance  of  humanity  and  kind- 
nefs  which  juftly  deferves  commendation,  efpecially 
when  this  is  done  in  a  dry  and  barren  wildernefs, 
where  the  nefceflaries:  of  life,  and^  particularly  water, 
are  extremely  fcarce,  and  cannot  eafily  be  obtained. 
The  negled  of  this  office  of  humanity  and  tendernefs 
toward  the  children  of  Ifrael,  by  the  Moabites  and 
Ammonites,  gave  rife  to  the  prohibition  whereby  thejt 

*  Tob  vi.  19,  20. 

^er^ 
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Vftre  excluded  from'  the  congregation  of  the  Lord^ 
even  to  the  tenth  generation*.  If,  according  to  out 
verfipn,  this  verfe  defcribes  the  humane,  benevolent 
condud  of  the  Temanite^  toward  their  brethren,  ia 
^he  time  of  indigence  and  diilrefs,  their  liberality 
{lands  recprded  to  their  immortal  honour.  If,  ac- 
cording  tp  the  marginal  translation,  it  contains  a  dit 
redipn  given  by  our  prophet,  it  demonftrates  his  ten- 
der compaifion  toward  (h0  diilre^ed ;  and  prefents  us 
with  one  of  m^ny  pleafing  proofs  of  his  trvdy  bene- 
volent temper,  and  folicitous  attention  to  the  practice 
of  goodnefs.  In  either  view,  it  forcibly  inculcates 
upon  us,  the  important  leiTon  of  relieving  the  neceifi- 
tics  of  our  brethren  .by  every  method  in  our  power; 
and  who  hath  not  in  his  power  to  give  water  to  him 
that  is  thirfty,  and  bread  to  him  that  is  hungry  ?  Be 
ready  tp  do  this,  and  every  good  work ;  and  prevent 
ihofe  who  are  weary  and  ready  to  faint,  the  trouble 
of  afking  your  friendly  aid,  by  granting  them  cheer* 
ful  and  ready  aflillance.  « 

15  For  they  fled  from  the  fwords,  from  the 
drawn  fword,  and  from  the  bent  bow,  and  from 
the  grievoiifnefs  of  war. 

Thefe  words  fuggeft  the  important  reafon  why  the 

fugitives  in  Arabia  deferted  their  habitations. 

They  endeavoured  to  efcap^,  not  on  account  of  fome 
imaginary  or  diftant  danger,  but  from  impending, 
immediate  deftrudion,  the  drawn  fwords,  and  bent 
bows  of  their  powerful  enemies.  Hbftilities  were  ac- 
tually commenced,  and  they  were  threatened  with  all 
the  horrprs  and  calamijties  of  war.  They  were  driven 
from  their  places  of  abode,  they  were  fpoiled  of  their 
tents  and  jlocks,  and  obliged  to  flee  for  their  life 
through  the  vafl:  defert,  ezpofed  to  the  fcorching  heat 
pf  the  fun,  ready  to  famifli  by  hunger  and  thirft.  ■     , 

^  Deut.  xxiii.  4. 

Hoyr 
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How  manifold  are  thy  judgments,  O  Lord !  Some 
are  deftined  to  the  fword,  fome  to  flight,  fome  to  fear 
^d  dread,  and  others  to  all  the  calamities  of  war« 
How  deplorable  the  condition  of  thofe  who  efcape  for 
their  lives  before  a  purfuing,  vidorious  enemy,  ex- 
poied  to  innumerable  hardfhips  and  injuries !  What 
a  mercy,  my  friends,  that  we  are  allowed  to  poflefs 
our  houfes  in  peace ;  that  we  are  not  furprifed  by  ter-p 
rors  of  the  night,  and  obliged  to  flee  into  the  wilder- 
nefs  for  fafety  from  the  horrors  of  war !  Let  us  com- 
paf&onate  thofe  who  are  in  diftrefs,  and  remember 
them  who  are  in  adverfity,  being  ourfelves  alfo  in  the 
body,  and  fo  liable  to  the  fame  afflictions.  Let  u$ 
endeavour,  by  relieving  their  necefflties  according  ta 
our  ability,  to  experience  the  bleflednefs  of  him  who 
giveth  of  his  bread  to  the  poor, 

1 6  For  thus  hath  the  Lord  faid  unto  me. 
Within  a  year,  according  to  the  years  of  an 
hireling,  and  all  the  glory  of  Kedar  fhall  fail. 

In  this  and  the  following  verfe,  the  prophet  fo- 
lemnly  confirms  the  judicial  fentence  he  had  inti- 
mated, and  particularly  fpecifles  the  time  in  which  it 

was  to  be  executed. In  the  former  part  of  the 

prophecy,  he  had  fpoken  rather  obfcurely ;  now  he 
fpeaks  clearly  and  deciflvely  upon  the  future  fortunes 
of  the  Arabians.  That  he  might  give  authority  to 
what  he  declared,  and  claim  unfliakeh  credit  to  his 
predidions,  he  affirms,  that  the  Lord  fpake  to  him 
what  he  now  publiflies ;  and  therefore  none  can 
doubt,  that  he  who  direds  all  human  affairs  would 

exadly  verify  what  is  here  foretold. Within  a 

year^  according  to  the  years  of  an  hireling.  If  we  fup- 
pofe  this  prophetical  difcourfe  to  have  been  delivered 
at  the  fame  time  with  thofe  which  immediately  pre- 
cede it  (viz.  in  the  year  that  Tartan  came  unto  Afh- 
dod,  and  fought  againft  it,  being  probably  the  feventh 
year  of  Hezekiah's  reign),  the  following  year  was 

marked 
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marked  out  for  its  accomplifhment.  The  expreffion 
here  ufed  to  denote  the  precife  period  within  which 
it  (hould  be  fulfilled,  occurred  chap.  xvi.  14. ;  where 
I  obferved,  that  the  years  of  an  hireling  are  often 
vexatious,  and  reckoned  with  great  exadnefs.  By 
this  fimilitude  therefore,  our  prophet  might  intend 
to  fignify  the  manifold  diftreffes  to  which  the  Ara« 
bians  were  to  be  expofed  during  the  currency  of  the 
year,  and  to  mark  with  accuracy  the  time  wherein  it 
Ihould  be  verified.  Shalmane(er,  king  of  Aflyria, 
having  occupied  the  fortified  cities  of  Paleftioe,  in- 
tending to  invade  Egypt,  endeavoured  to  expel  the 
Arabians  from  the  defert  they  inhabited,  that  he 
might  open  the  way  for  his  more  eafy  accefs  into  the 
country,  whither  he  meditated  to  march  his,  troops. 

And  all  the  glory  of  Kedar  Jhall  faiU  The  pofterity 
of  Kedar,  the  fon  of  lOimael,  who  were  called  Ke-. 
darines,  were  a  numerous  and  ftrong  people  among 
the  Arabians^  It  may  feem  a  paradox  at  firft  view^ 
to  fpeak  of  the  glory  of  a  people  dwelling  in  the  de- 
fert of  Arabia,  who  had  neither  temple,  city,  nor 
houfe,  but  lived  in  their  tents,  feparate  from  all  other 
nations.  Notwithftanding,  Kedar  had  its  glory,  which 
confided  6f  thofe  brave,  ilout  men  among  them,  who 
were  renowned  for  their  birth,  their  opulence,  their 
knowledge  and  ikill,  and  for  thofe  things  of  which  they 
made  their  boaft  and  triumph,  fuch  as  their  t^its,  their 
flocks  and  herds.  From  fcripture  we  learn,  that  they 
were  poffeffcd  of  great  numbers  of  camels  and  fheep  *  y 
and  that  they  carried  on  a  confiderable  trade  with 
other  nations,  whereby  they  acquired  much  wealth. 
In  the  prophecy  of  E^ekiei,  already  cited,  concern- 
ing Tyre,  we  are  informed,  *  that  Arabia,  and  all  the 
^  princes  of  Kedar,  occupied  with  her  merchants  in 
•  lambs,  and  rams,  and  goats  f .— — All  this  glory, 
our  prophet  foretels,  ihall  fall  as  the  leaves  fall  from 
the  trees,  when  agitated  by  a  ftrong  temped.    The 

*  See  I(aiah  Ix.  7.  f  Ezek.  xxvii.  2i. 

exprei^o]]^ 
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expreflion  imports,  that  whatever  the  Arabiails  mod 

efteemedy  was  to  be  confumed^  and  to  pafs  away. 

The  rod  wherewith  God  fmiteth  the  nations,  hath  a 
Toice  which  fpeaketh  to  us  as  well  as  to  them :  the 
judgments  of  Crod  are  written  for  our  in(tru£tion  and 
admonition.  We  ought  therefore  carefully  to  attend 
to  the  leflbns  they  are  defigned  to  convey,  and  to 
make  a  proper  improvement  of  the  afflidions  with 

which  other  people  have  been  vifited. ^The  fubjefl 

is  more  fully  reprefented  in  verfe 

17  And  the  refidue  of  the  number  of  archers, 
the  mighty  men  of  the  children  of  Kedar,  (hall 
be  diminifhed :  for  the  Lord  God  of  Ifrael  hath 
ipoken  //• 

A  great  flaughter  having  been  made  among  the 
Arabians,  many  of  their  illuftrious  heroes  were  cut 
off,  and  only  a  few  of  them  remained,  who,  having 
been  deprived  of  their  tents,  their  veffels,  their  riches, 
and  their  flocks,  were  to  feek  for  fafety  by  flight  into 
the  inmoft  recefles  of  the  defert.  The  number  of 
archers,  who  were  remarkable  for  their  {kill  in  handling 
bows  and  arrows,  which,  with  long  fpears,  were  the 
armour  which  they  ufed  in  war,  was  likewife  to  be 
greatly  impaired,  through  the  ravages  made  by  the 
AiTyrians.  In  few  words,  thofe  among  the  Kedarine^ 
who  were  mod  renowned  for  dexterity  and  ilrength, 
were  to  be  greatly  diminiflied  by  the  fuccefsful  incur- 

fions  of  their  enemies. To  give  certainty  to  this 

event,  tbefe  emphatical  words  are  fubjoined :  For  the 
Lord  God  of  Ifrael  bathfpoken  itj  who  dands  engaged 
to  defend  his  people  from  their  enemies,  and  to  re- 
venge the  wrongs  which  they  have  fudained  from 
thole  who  afted  in  hodility  againd  them.  All  the 
declarations  which  he  hath  emitted  by  his  fervants  the 
prophets,  be  will  afluredly  fulfil  in  their  feafon. 
Though  I  do  not  recoiled  any  thing  recorded,  either 
in  iacred  or  profane  hidory,  that  can  be  confidered  as 

the 
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the  accbmplifiiraent  bf  the  above  prophecy,  yet  its 
fulfilment  cannot  reafonably  be  doubted.  It  the  event 
had  not  exadly  happened  as  foretold,  we  muft  fup<^ 
pofe  that  the  prophecy  would  not  haVe  been  record- 
ed ;  and  now  that  it  is  preferved  among  the  true  and 
£iithful  fayings  of  God,  it  fupplies  the  place  of  the 
hiftory  of  the  people  of  whom  it  treats. 

In  the  review  of  thefe  predidions  concerning  Atza 
bia,  we  may  adopt  the  words  of  the  prophet  Habak- 
kuk,  when,  being  inforftied  that  God  would  execute 
righteous  vengeance  upon  the  incorrigible  Jews  by 
means  of  the  Chaldeans,  and  furprifed  at  the  affe£Eing 
intimation  which  was  given  him  of  this  event,  he 
thus  exclaimed :  '  Thou  art  of  purer  eyes  than  to  be^ 

*  hold  evil,  and  canft  not  look  on  iniquity :  wherefore 

*  lookeft  thou  upon  them  that  deal  treacheroufly,  and[ 
^  holdeft  thy  tongue  when  the  wicked  devoureth  thofe 
^  that  are  more  righteous  than  he  ?  and  makeft  men 

*  as  the  iifhes  of  the  fea,  as  the  creeping  thihgi^  that 
^  have  no  ruler  over  them  *  P  Among  the  animal 
tribes,  who  are  deftitute  of  underftanding,  and  not 
ruled  by  th6  laws  of  equity,  the  ftronger  devour  the 
weaker ;  but  men,  who  are  endowed  with  reafon,  and 
who  ought  to  be  governed  by  the  laws  of  righteouf- 
nefs,  (hould  never  z6t  in  this  cruel  and  tyrahnical 
manner.  Notwithftanding,  how  often  do  men,  in  di-> 
reft  contrariety  to  all  the  rights  of  humanity^  trample 
upon  the  weak,  and  deftroy  thofe  who,  among  their 
brethren,  are  unable  to  refift  their  fuperior  power  f 
Adtmg  in  this  manner,  they  become  as  the  fifhes  of 
the  fea,  and  the  creeping  things  of  the  earth.  The 
archers,  and  the  mighty  men  of  Kedar,  were  dimi- 
ni(hed  by  the  AiTyrians,  not  becaufe  they  had  any 
right  to  deftroy  them,  but  becaufe  they  were  more 
powerful,  and  their  overthrow  tended  to  facilitate  the 
avaricious  defigns  of  conqueft  formed  by  that  grow* 
ing  empire.     By  them  God  chaftized  the  Heathen, 

*  Hab.  i.  i3i  14. 

whilft. 
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wfailll,  according  to  the  law  of  retaliation,  they,  in 
their  turn,  when  the  meafure  of  their  iniquities  was 
filled  up,  were  recompenfed  for  all  the  oppreflion,  ra- 
pacity, and  crtielty,  of  which  they  had  been  guilty.  I 
conclude  with  the  words  of  the  prophet  I  juft  quoted c 
^  0  Lord,  thou  haft  ordained  them  for  judgment ; 
^  and,  O  mighty  Ood,  thou  haft  eftabliihed  them  for 
•  corre^on  V 

^  Hab.  u  12* 
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THE  feventh  difcourfe^  contained  in  the  fecond 
part  of  thefe  prophecies,  relates  to  the  Aiture 
e9>lainities  of  Jerufalem,  and  the  difgrace  of  Shebna, 
fr^afurer  to  king  Hezekiah.  The  rulers  and  people  of 
Jerufaltm,  being  at  this  time  delivered  from  difqniet- 
ing  fears,  and  living  in  eafe  and  luxury,  our  prophet 
admoniflies  them  of  the  approach  of  thofe  dreadful 
calamities  vrhich  were  to  overwhelm  them  with  con- 
ftemation  and  terror.  He  threatens  the  impenitent 
contemners  of  the  divine  predidions ;  particularly 
Shebna,  who  was  invefled  with  great  authority  at 
court,  notwithftanding  he  was  ill-affe&ed  to  religion^ 
againft  whom  he  denounces  the  tremendous  judg- 
ments of  God,  afluring  him,  that  a  perfon  of  an  op^ 
poftte  chara6ler  Ihouid  foon  be  elevated  to  bis  office«i 
Whilft  he  was  inveighing  againft  the  neighbouring  na^ 
tions,  and  foretelling  their  future  fortunes,  he  obferved 
the  bafeft  vices  prevailing  among  the  Jewifii  nation, 
efpecially  among  the  inhabitants  of  the  metropolis;  he 
was  therefore  direfted  by  the  Holy  Spirit,  fharply  to  re- 
prove and  threaten  them  with  impending  judgments, 
to  be  executed  upon  them  by  their  enemies.  In  per- 
forming this  important  fervice,  the  prophet  delineates 
the  great  diftrefs  and  perturbation  in  which  the  people 
of  Judea  were  to  be  involved,  on  account  of  the  inva- 
fion  of  their  country,  under  the  reign  of  Zedekiah, 
ver.  I. — 5.  He  reprefents  the  enemy  invading  the 
land  of  Judah,  and  occupying  great  part  of  it,  which 
was  the  latter,  and  moft  grievous  part  of  the  calamity 
they  then  fuftained,  ver.  6. — 1 1.  He  then  defcribes 
the  vices  and  crimes  of  the  people,  particularly  their 
impenitence  and  carnal  fecurity,  whereby  they  pro- 
voked God  to  teftify  his.  difpleafure  againft  them, 
ver.  12,  13,  14.  After  which,  he  foretels  the  fall  of 
Shebna,  who  was  to  be  turned  out  of  his  office,  and 
driven  from  his  native  country  ,into  a  foreign  land, 

where 
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where  he  was  to  die,  and  to  have  a  mean  bnml^  ar  a 
jttft  puniihiiieiit  of  bis  intolenibte  pride  and  hangbtx^ 
aefs,  Yer.  15.^—19.  The  difeourfe  condades,  by  re^ 
prefenting  the  elevation  of  EKakim  to  the  office  of 
Shebna,  and  the  honour  he  was  to  enjoy  in  hb  high 
ftatxon^  Yen  20.- 


CHAP/XXIL 

THE  bwden  of  the  valley  of  vifion*    Whal 
aileth  thee  now,  that  thou  art  wholly  gone 
up  to  the  houfe-tops  ? 

The  firft  park  of  the  verfe  contains  the  titley  or  in* 
finiption^  of  this  prophetic  difeourfe*  It  relates^  to  the 
valley  of  vifion,  by  which  wa&  donbtlefs  intended  tho 
city  Jeni&lem^  th&  metropolis  of  the  kingdom  of  Ju* 
daL  This  (eems  to  be  certain,  from  what  is  written 
in  ver.  4.  8,  ^  and  so.  wberv  feveral  chara&ers  pe« 
cufiar  to  that  renowned  city  are  mentioned,  and  it  is 
ipoken  of  in  unequivocal  terms*  Accor^ng  to  Jofe* 
phuSy  Jerufalem  was  built  upon  two  oppolite  mounw 
taiiis,  Sion  and  Acra,  which  were  feparated  by  a  d^ep 
valley  which  by  between  them  \  In  this  valley  ftood 
great  part  of  the  principal  buildings  belonging  to  the 
city ;  and  among  others,  the  fchools  of  the  prophets^ 
where  divine  revelations  were  communicated  and  ex^ 
plained  to.  the  people.  Zechariab  therefore,  when 
prophefyins  in  the  name  of  the  Lord^  calls  it,  ^  Tho 
^  valley  of  my  mountains  f/  The  name  oi  this 
highly  favoured  city  bei^g  interpreted,  fignifies,* '  A 
^  viiion  of  peace/  There  the  prophets  were  honour^ 
ed  with  vifions  of  the  Almighty,  and  with  thofe  reve* 
Nations  which  they  communicated  to  the  people,^  and 

*  T^dl,  Jad.  lib.  vi.  cap«.vi.  f  Zeclu  xiv.  5.. 

commUte^i 
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committed  to  writing,  for  the  benefit  of  tlie  world 
and  the  church  in  all  ages.    It  was  the  place  where 
the  prophets  of  the  Lord  chiefly  refided ;  who  were 
alfo  called  Seers,  on  accomit  of  the  vifions  which 
were  exhibited  from  heaven  to  their  view.    Of  this 
city  our  blefled  Saviour  aiErmed,  that  ^  it  could  not 
^  happen  that  a  prophet  perifh  out  of  Jerufalem  */ 
The  vifions  which  they  contemplated,  were  vifions  of 
peace,  not  defigned  to  intimidate  or  terrify,  but  to 
^ve  intimation  of  the  divine  favour  and  good-will, 
and  to  convey  ufeful  inftrudion  to  the  people  to 
whom  fhey  were  reported.-r-r-This  beautiful  city 
was  fuppofed  to  be  fi^uated  in  the^midft  of  the  earth  f , 
in  latitude  31  or  32,  and  longitude  69,  having  Africa 
on  the  fouth,  Scythia,  Armenia,  and  Pontus  on  the 
North,  Afi^  on  th^  eait,  and  Europe  on  the  weft.   It 
ftood  partly  in  the  inheritance  of  Judab,  and  pardy 
in  that  of  Benjamin :  the  line  dividing  the  portion  of 
thefe  two  tribes  pafled  through  the  court  of  the  temple, 
and  the  fpot  whereon  the  altar  was  built.    T^^  gran- 
deur and  populoufnefs  of  this  royal  city  may,  '^  foo^c 
meafure,  be  collefted  from  the  large  extent  of  the  pa^ 
lace,  and  the  buildings  oonne£led  with  it,  in  which 
were  lodged  continually  twenty-four  thoufaqd  of  the 
king's  lite-guards  |.   Its  riches  and  opulence  were  im- 
menfe  in  the  days  of  David  and  Solomon ;  fpr  David 
declared  in  his  trouble,  he  had  prepared  tor  building 
the  temple  with  which  it  was  adorned,  an  hundred 
thoufand  talents  of  gold,  and  a  thoufand  thoufand 
talents  of  filver,  befides  precious  flones  and  other 
metals  ||.    To  which  muft  be  added,  three  thoufand 
talents  of  the  gold  of  Ophir,  and  feven  thoufand  ta- 
lents of  refined  filver,  that  he  granted  out  of  bis  own 
proper  good  §.     Thefe  fums  have  been  computed  to 
amoi!int  to  four- thoufand  one  hundred  and  feventeen 
millions  fterling,  -reckoning  by  the  talent  of  the  fanc- 

♦  Luke  xiii.  33.        f  PfaL  kxiv.  12.        J  I  ChroD.  xxv>i«  i. 
II  X  ChroQ.  zxii.  X4*        §  i  Chrop.  xxix.  3,  4. 

'  tuary, 
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tuary,  of  double  the  value  of  the  common  taknt* 
The  magnificent  temple  of  the  Lord,  ereded  at  this 
prodigious  expence,  was  the  greateft  ornament  of  Je- 
Tufalem,  and  one  of  the  feven  wonders  of  the  world. 
It  was  planned,  with  all  its  parts  and  furniture,  by  di- 
vine wifdom ;  and  the  execution  of  it  employed,  for- 
feven  years,  one  hundred  and  fifty  thoufand  workmen, 
befide  three  thoufand  three  hundred  who  were  over 
the  work,  and  a  great  number  of  Tyrians:  when 
fini(hed,  it  was  certainly  the  fined  and  mod  elegant 
ftrudure  that  ever  the  world  beheld.  Such  was  the 
vaft  wealth  and  afiluence  with  which  the  city  Jerufa- 
leoi  abounded,  that  the  daily  provifion  made  for  the 
royal  houfehold,  has  been  reckoned  fufficient  to  main- 
tain forty^eight  thoufand  people. — I  (hall  not  enlarge, 
enough  having  been  faid  at  prefent  on  this  fruitful 
topic  of  difcourfe.-^— ^The  following  prophecy  is  in- 
fCribed,  the  burden,  or  the  oracle,  concerning  this 
valley  of  vifion,  in  as  much  as  it  defcribes  the  inva- 
fion  of  Jerufalem,  fird  by  the  Chaldeans  under  Ne- 
buchadnezzar, and  afterward  by  the  Afiyrians  under 
Sennacherib. 

What  ailetb  thee  now^  that  thou  art  wholly  gone  up 
to  the  boufS'tops.  The  prophet  introduces  this  pro- 
phecy concerning  the  calamities  which  were  to  befal 
Jerufalem,  by  inquiring  into  the  caufes  of  the  re- 
markable change  which  appeared  to  him  to  take 
place  in  that  city.  His  inquiry  relates  not  to  the  cir- 
cumftances  of  her  citizens  at  the  time  in  which  he  de- 
livered this  predidtion,  but  to  the  condition  wherein 
they  were  to  find  themfelves  at  the  period  the  pro- 
phecy was  to  receive  its  accomplifliment.— — He  a(ks, 
what  was  the  reafon  why  the  inhabitants  had  gone  up 
to  the  houfe-tops?  I  fuppofe  you  know,  that  the 
houfes  in  eaftern  countries,  particularly  in  the  land 
of  Canaan,  were  covered  with  flat  roofs,  like  this 
boufe  in  which  we  are  convened  for  the  worfliip 
of  God.  Thefe  roofs,  among  the  Jews,  were  en- 
c)ofed  with  battlements,  by  exprefs  command  from 

God. 
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Ood  *•  Thither  they  went  tip. on  vaFiou&  occaiiQiis,  as 
appears  from  feveral  paffages  of  foripture  ;  fometime^ 
for  the  exercifes  of  devotion ;  fometimes  for  enter- 
tainment,  that  they  might  have  oi^>ortunity  of  ob* 
lerving  what  paiTed  arotind  them;  and,  at  other 
limes,  for  the  fake  of  fafety  in  time  of  danger,  or  ta 
mourn  in  feafon&  of  diflrefs.  The  calamities  of  Moah 
are  thus  defcribed  by  the  prophet  Jeremiah,  in  allu^ 
$on  to  this  profpe£k :  ^  There  fball  be  lamentatioit 
*  generally  upon  all  the  houfe-tops  of  Moab,  and  ia 
<  ^1  the  ftreets  thereof  f/  Ifaiah,  having  reprefentec^ 
to  him  the  inhabitants  of  Jerufalem  wholly  gone  up 
to  the  houfe-tops,  aiks,  what  might  be  the  reafon  of 
this  uncommon  appearance  ?  What  aileth  thee  now  ^ 
What  is  the  occaHon  of  the  people  deferting  the  ftr eets, 
and  the  public  places  pf  refort  in  the  city,  and  fo  ge- 
nerally retiring  to  the  tops  of  the  houfea  ?  Is  not  thi^ 
owing  to  thQ  fudden  and  univer&l  alarm  occafioned 
by  the  approach  of  your  enemies  the  Chaldeans  ?  and. 
have  you  not  gone  up  to  thefe  advantageous  fitua- 
tions^  that  from  thence  you  may  obfenre  their  mo- 
tions, and  deplore  your  dangerous  condition  ?  In  this 
manner  he  upbraids  the  cid^ens  of  Jerusalem  with. 
their  unbelief,  fecurity,  and  floth,  and  their  cotu 
tempt  of  the  warnings  and  adiponitions  of  approach- 
ing calamities,  which  had  been  often  given  them  by 
the  prophets  of  the  Lord :  and  now  that  the  day  of 
diflrefs  and  anguifh  was  come,  wherein  divine  judg- 
ments were  to  be  executed,  where  could  they  look  foc^ 
fupport  and  deliverance  ^ 

2  Thou  that  art  full  of  ftirs,  a  tumi^ultuous  city,^ 
a  joyous  city :  thy  flain  men  are  not  flain  with  the 
fword,  nor  dead  in  battle. 

In  the  firft  part  of  this  verfe,  the  prophet  cqiitrafts 
the  prefent  ftate  of  Jerufalem  with  what  he  forefaw 
Would  be  its  future  condition. — *— In  the  time  of  pro- 

*  Deut.  x»i.  8.  t  J^f*  xlviii.  38. 
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iperity,  it  was  full  of  flirs,  like  other  large  and  popu- 
lous cities.  Much  ftir  and  buftle  would  arife  from 
(^eat  numbers  of  the  inhabitants  following  their  va* 
rious  adtve  employuiencs,  the  different  amufements 
in  which  many  were  engaged,  and  efpecially  from 
the  jirodigiotts  reforc  of  vaft  multitudes  of  ftrangers, 
from  all  corners  of  the  land  of  Judea,  to  the  facred 

feafts  which  were  there  celebrated. A  tumultuous 

dty.  There  was  no  doubt  frequent  uproar  and  con-  . 
fafion  in  Jerufalem,  particularly  at  the  three  feafons 
in  the  year  when  all  the  males  in  Ifrael  came  thither, 
to  prefent  themfelves  before  the  Lord,  and  to  attend  > 
the  (anSuary-fervice.  Among  fuch  a  great  concourfe 
of  people,  there  could  not  fail  to  be  fome  diforderly 
perfons,  who  would  endeavour  to  excite  riot  and  fe- 
dition.  Befides,  we  may  fuppofe,  that  in  this,  as  in 
other  flouriihing  and  much  frequented  cities,  there 
would  be  tumults  from  time  to  time,  proceeding  from 

various  caufes,  unneceflary  to  be  mentioned. A 

joyous  city.  The  profperity,  afHuence,  and  happinefs, 
enjoyed  by  the  inhabitants,  and  the  celebration  of  the 
(biemn  fefttvals  by  the  males  of  the  land,  in  which 
they  were  exprefsly  commanded  to  rejoice  before  the 
Lord  their  God  * ;  for  this  good  reafon,  ^  Becaufe  the 
'  Lord  thy  God  HutU  blefs  thee  in  all  thy  increafe, 
^  and  in  all  the  works  of  thine  hands,  therefore  thou 
^  iiak  furely  rejoice.'  All  this  (lir,  tumult,  and  joy, 
our  prophet  obferved,  was  entirely  fubfided  ;  and  in 
their  room  was  iubftituted  profound  Hlence  and  fur- 
prife,  whilft  the  inhabitants  had  gone  up  to  the 
faoufe-tops. 

ThyJIain  men  are  mtjlain  with  thefword^  nor  dead 
in  battk.  Thefe  words  plainly  intimate,  that  before 
the  city  was  to  be  vanquifhed  by  its  enemies,  great 
numbers  of  the  citizens  were  to  perifh  by  dread  and 
terror,  by  famine,  and  the  difeafes  which  commonly 
follow  upon  the  want  of  proviiion.   During  the  fiege, 

*  Deut.  XVI.  14,  15. 
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which  continued  about  three  years,  whilft  the  city* 
was  inyefted  by  the  enemy,  the  inhabitants  were  fore 
diilreffed  by  a  terrible  famine,  wherein  many  of  theni 
miferably  perifhed  tlirough  want  of  the  means  pf  fub- 
fiftence.  Of  this  mournful  event  the  prophet  Jere- 
miah gives  a  very  pathetical  defcription :  ^  The 
*'  tongue  of  the  fucking  child  cleaveth  to  the  roof  of 

*  his  mouth  for  third :  the  young  children  afk  breads 

*  and  no  man  breaketh  it  unto  them.  They  that  did 
'  feed  delicately,  are  defolate  in  the  ftreets :  they  that 

*  were  brought  up  in  fcarlet^  embrace  dunehils*.' 
The  htftery  recorded  2  Kings  zxv.  bears  teftimony 
to  the  truth  of  the  fa£k ;  for,  at  the  third  verfe,  it  is 
thus  written :  ^  The  £aimine  prevailed  in  the  city,  and 
^  there  was  no  bread  for  the  people  of  the  land^' 

3  All  thy  rulers  are  fled  together^  they  ard 
bound  by  the  archers :  all  that  are  fotind  in  thec^ 
are  bound  together,  which  have  fled  from  far. 

The  defcription  of  the  diftrefTed  condition  td  whicli 
Jerufalem  was  to  be  reduced  is  here  continued.-—^ 
By  the  rulers  fpoken  of,  are  meant  the  king  of  Ju-^ 
dab,  the  princes,  and  the  principal  officers,  who  were 
to  betake  themfelves  to  flight,  that,  if  poffible,  they 

might  efcape  the  fword  of  the  enemy. -They  are 

hound  by  the  archers.  The  Chaldean  archers  purfued 
and  apprehended  them,  and  bound  them  in  chains^ 
that  they  might  afterward  be  put  to  death,  or  carried 
away  in  miferable  captivity  into  Chaldea^-*-—-^//  they 
that  are  found  in  thee^  &c.  All  thofe  who  were  pre- 
vented from  fleeing  for  fafety,  even  they  who  had  re- 
forted  from  diftant  parts  of  the  country  to  Jerufalem, 
were  to  be  baund  together,  and  treated  as  captives. — 
St^ch  was  to  be  the  fate  of  the  inhabitants  of  the  once 
highly  favoured  city  of  Jerufalem.  By  their  wicked* 
nefs,  they  provoked  God  to  abandon  them,  and  to 

f  Lam.  iv.  4,  5, 
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fend  againft  them  the  Chaldean^,  who  befieged  and 
burnt  their  city,  who^  led  captive  their  king  and  their 
great  men,  and  made  prifoners  of  all  the  people.  You 
may  read  the  fulfilment  of  this  part  of  the  prophecy 

in  a  Kings  xxv.  4.  and  following  verfes. Neither 

the  greatnefs  nor  the  meannefs  of  perfons  can  fcre^i 
them  from  the  judgments  of  God :  neither  fecrecy, 
Bor  flight,  nor  fortrefles,  can  afford  fafety  from  thofe 
who  are  employed  to  execute  his  righteous  vengeance. 
The  only  hiding-place,  the  fecure  refuge,  to  which 
you  ought  to  rdiort  in  every  danger,  is  the  (hadow  of 
the  wings  of  the  Almighty.  Like  prudent  men,  who 
£>refee  the  evil^  and  hide  themfelves,  do  you  have  im« 
mediate  recourfe  to  God,  th^t  he  may  preferve  you 
from  trouble,  and  compafs  you  about  with  fongs  of 
deliverance. 

4  Therefore  faid  I,  Look  away  from  me,  I 
will  weep  bittferly,  labour  not  to  comfort  me ; 
becaufe  of  the  fpoiling  of  the  daughter  of  my . 
people. 

Our  prophet,  having  beheld  in  vifion  the  future 
calamities  which  were  coming  upon  his  countrymen, 
exprefles,  in  a  very  affecting  manner,  the  ftrong  emo- 
tions of  grief  which  he  felt,  from  viewing  the  diftreff- 
ing  profpe£t  His  language  refembles  that  of  the  weep* 
ing  prophet,  where  he  thus  fpeaks :  *  Mine  eye  run- 
•  ncth  down  with  rivers  of  water,  for  the  deflrudtion 
^  of  the  daughter  of  my  people.  Mine  eye  trickleth 
^  down,  and  ceafeth  not,  without  any  intermiffion  *.' 
His  forrow  was  fo  pungent,  that  he  wilhed  freely  to 
indulj^e  in  it,  without  being  interrupted  or  difturbed. 
Grief,  when  exceflive,  always  wifhes  to  be  in  folitude. 
There  is  a  kind  of  magnificence  in  great  forrow, 
which  is  offended  by  being  familiarly  dealt  with,  or 
obferved.    Trouble,  perplexity,  and  vexation,  when 

*  Lam.  ill.  481  49. 
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they  become  intenfe  and  vehement^  are  estceediiigly 
ayerfe  to  meet  with  any  obftrudion,  even  from  friends 
and  confolations.  Extreme  anguiih  of  mind  mud 
have  vent  before  it  be  afTuaged ;  and  the  more 
ftrongly  that  it  operates,  the  fooner  it  is  likely  to 
abate.  Nothing  therefore  can  be  more  ofFenfive  to  a 
forrowful  perfon  dian  fociety ;  and  there  is  hardly  any 
thing  that  more  tncreafes  his  uneafmefs  than  being 
noticed  and  looked  upon.  Thefe  remarks  were  veri- 
fied in  Ifaiah,  who,  when  he  was  difpofed  to  weep 
bitterly,  requefted,  that  thdfe  who  were  inclined  to 
view  him  with  attention  and  fympathy,  would  look 
away  from  him ;  and  that  thofe  who  wilhed  to  com* 
fort  him,  would  refrain  from  their  purpofe,  and  per<- 
mit  him  to  weep  bitterly. 

Becaufe  of  the  fpoiUng  of  the  daughter  of  my  people • 
The  prophet  wept  not  for  himfelf,  but  for  the  terrible 
calamities  which  were  coming  upon  his  country. 
The  daughter  of  his  people  is  intended  to  fignify,  the 
weak,  effeminate  pofterity  of  renowned  anceftors^ 
who  were  celebrated  for  their  ftrength  and  courage  ; 
thofe  who  are  elfewhere  called  the  daughter  of  Ifrael, 
the  daughter  of  Judah,  of  Zion,  and  Jerufalem. 
Though  the  citizens  of  the  metropolis  may  be  chiefly 
intended  t^y  this  expreflion,  yet  all  thofe  who  dwelt 
in  the  land  of  Judea  might  be  comprehended.— — ^^ 
Thefe  wore  to  be  fpoiled  by  their  eneihies,  of  their 
riches,  their  flrength,  their  liberty,  beauty,  and  glo- 
ry ;  and  to  be  deprived  of  their  families,  friends,  and 
poiTeifions,  and,  above  all,  of  the  diftinguifhing  pre- 
rogatives that  they  enjoyed  as  the  peculiar  people  of 
God.  Great  numbers  were  to  be  cruelly  (lain  by  the 
fword  of  the  fierce  enemy.  On  thefe  and  (imilar  ac- 
counts, our  tender-hearted  prophet  wept  bitterly. 
Even  a  Heathen  writer  obferved,  that  it  is  inhuman 
not  to  grieve  for  the  calamities  of  others.  The 
fervants  of  God  fail  not  to  companionate  the  dif- 
treffes  and  forrows  of  thofe  who  are  in  afflidion* 
David,  Ifsuah,  and  many  others,  difcovered  this  be- 
coming 
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coming  temper  on  all  proper  occafions.  Jefus  Chrift 
wept  over  Jerufalem,  for  the  diftrefles  that  he  forefaw 
were  coming  upon  it ;  and  requires  his  followers  to 
weep  with  them  that  weep.  A  godly  man  mud  be 
grieved  not  only  to  fee  men  tranfgreiHng  God's  law, 
but  to  behold  them,  on  that  account,  fuftaining  the 
awfiil  judgments  of  heaven.  Let  us  then  remember 
them  that  are  in  bonds,  as  bound  with  them;  and 
thofe  who  fufier  adverfity,  as  being  ourfelves  alfo  in 
the  body  *. 

5  For  it  is  a  day  of  trouble,  and  of  treading 
dov^rn,  and  of  perplexity  by  the  Lord  God  of 
hofts  in  the  valley  of  vinon,  breaking  down  the 
walls,  and  of  crying  to  the  mountains* 

Ifaiah  proceeds  to  enumerate  fome  more  caufes  of 
the  grief  and  forrow  which  he  now  felt>  It  is  a 
day  rftrctible^  and  of  treading  dtwn^  wherein  difturb- 
ance,  diftrefs,  and  tumult,  were  univerfally  to  prevail 
among  the  citizens  of  Jerufalem.  Things  civil  and 
(acred  were  to  be  ti^ampled  under  foot.  Their  holy 
things,  their  palaces,  their  houfes,  their  fields  and 
vineyards,  with  all  that  they  efteemed  valuable,  were 
to  be  deftrpyed,  and  treated  conteraptuoufly,  by  the 

enemy. Jnd  of  p^plexity  :■  people  in  the  utmoft 

diftrefs,  and  full  of  anxiety,  not  knowing  what  to  do, 
or  which  way  to  take,  in  order  to  efcape  imjpending 
ruin.  To  render  this  defcription  the  more  awful  and 
affeding,  aH  this  trouble  is  laid  to  proceed;  from  the 
Lord  God  of  hojls^  who  hath  all  the  armies  of  heaven, 
and  the  inhabitants  of  the  earth,  entirely  at  his  com«>  . 
mand,  and  employs  them  as  the  inftruments  of  exe- 
cuting bis  righteous  vengeance  upon  a  perfidious, 
ilubbom,  and  dijfobedient  people.  Surely  trouble 
and  perplexity  that  cometh  from  him,  and  demon- 
ftrates  his  power  and  righteoufnefs,  muft  be  terrible 

*  Hcb-  xiiL  3. 
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indeed.  Breaking  dawn  the  wallr  of  the  city,  the 
tein|>Ie,  the  palaces,  and  houfes  of  Jerufalem.  The 
prophet  Jeremiah,  fpeaking  of  this  event, .  declares^ 
that  the  Chaldeans  burnt  the  houfe  of  the  Lore),  and 
the  king's  houfe,  and  all  the  houfes  of  the  oity,  and 

broke  down  all  the  walls  round  about.-^ And  of 

crying  to  the  mountains y  for  af&ftance  and  fafety,  in  the 
time  of  their  extremity.  Such  terrible  calamities  were 
to  be&l  the  inhabitants  of  the  metropolis  of  Judea, 
that  their  lives  were  to  become  more  bitter  than 
death :  they  would  rather  have  been  crufhed  linder 
the  mountains,  than  expofed  to  thefe  dreadful  judg-* 
inents  which  threatened  the  moil  inexpreflible  mu 
feries« 

This  prophecy  was  literally  fulfilled  by  the  ChaU 
deans,  when  they  laid  fiege  to  Jerufalem,  and  took 
the  city.  That  was  indeed  a  time  of  trouble, .  and 
treading  down ;  for  befldes  the  diftreifes  mentioned 
in  the  &cond  and  third  verfes  of  this  chapter,  the  pil« 
lars,  the  ornaments,  and  furniture  of  the  houfe  of  the 
Lord,  in  gold  and  filver,  were  broken  in  pieces,  and 
carried  away  to  Babylon  *•  The  hearts  of  the  people 
were  diftrefied  with  perplexity  and  fear;  in  confe-* 
quence  of  which,  they  were  to  cry  and  howl,  as  we 
read,  Ezek.  xxi.  i  a.  ■  Thus  were  the  tremendous 
judgments  of  Qod  executed  upon  a  treacherous  and 
perfidious  people  that  refided  in  the  valley  of  vifion^ 
as  an  awful  teftimony  of  his  juft  difpleafure  againft 

their  tranfgreiSons. ^Br^thren,  a  far  more  terrible 

day  of  trouble  and  perplexity  is  fad  approaching, 
when  men  fhall  bitterly  cry  to  the  hills  and  moun- 
tains to  fall  upon  them,  and  hide  them  from  the 
wrath  of  the  Lamb,  and  him  that  fitteth  upon  the 
throne  f.  If  the  profped  of  that  day  of  diftrefs, 
which  is  already  pad,  made  our  prophet,  who  was  a 
man  of  fortitude,  when  the  occafion  called  for  it,  to 
weep  and  mourn,  do  not  ye  think  that  we  ought  to 

^  2  Kings  xzv.  i^.  f  RcT.  vi.  i6|  17. 

be 
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be  deeply  afFeded  ivith  the  profped  of  final  retribu- 
tion and  general  judgment  ?  Perhaps  fome  of  you 
conceal  your  vices,  others  triumph  in  their  wicked- 
nefs,  and  contemn  admonition.  Know  that  a  day  of 
trouble  and  perplexity  lies  before  you,  when  ^  our 

*  God  will  come,  and  not  keep  filence :  a  fire  (hall 
«  devour  before  him,  and  it  (hall  be  very  tempeftuous 

*  round  about  *.*  In  the  language  of  the  New  Tefta- 
ment,  *  Jefus  Chrift  fhall  come,  with  his  mighty  an- 
^  gels,  in  flaming  fire,  to  take  vengeance  on  them 

*  who  know  not  God,  and  obey  not  the  gofpelf.* 
May  the  profped  of  this  day  of  recompenfe  roufe 
every  finner  among  you  to  flee  from  the  wrath  to 
come,  and  animate  every  true  Chrifl:ian  to  be  diligent 
and  ^thful  in  the  fervice  of  his  Mafter,  that,  at  the 
coming  of  the  Lord,  he  may  be  found  of  him  'm' 
peace,  without  fpot,  and  blamelefs ! 

6  And  Elam  bare  the  quiver  with  chariots 
of  ijien  and  horfemen,  and  Kir  uncovered  the 
ihleld. 

Our  prophet  having  foretold  the  tnore  diflant, 
future  fortune  of  the  wicked  inhabitants  of  Jerufa- 
lem,  in  this  and  the  following  verfes,  he  proceeds  to 
predid  thofe  diftrefles  which  they  were  to  fufier  from 
the  Aflyrians,  long  before  the  above  event  was  to 
happen.  Having  placed  fully  in  the  view  of  the  car- 
nal, fecure  contemners  ~  of  the  word  of  God,  the 
judgments  which  the  Almighty  was  to  inflid:  upon 
them,  and  their  pofterity,  at  a  more  remote  period, 
it  was  highly  proper  that  he  fliould  acquaint  them  of 
thofe  lefler  ones  which  were  nearer  at  hand.  Several 
circumftances,  relative  to  this  fubjed,  are  here  men- 
tioned.  jind  Elam  bare  the  quiver.     In  the  days 

of  Hezekiah,  king  of  Judah,  the  Elamites,  or  Per- 
fians,  were  either  fubjed  to  the  Aflyrians,  or  their 

•  Pial.  I.  3.  t  ^  Their.  1.  7,  8. 
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auxiliaries  in  war.  The  Elamites  were  a  martial 
people,  who,  in  the  words  of  the  prophet  Ezekiel^ 
caufed  terror  in  the  land.  They  made  great  ufe  of 
the  bow,  and  of  the  quiver,  in  which  they  carried 
their  arrows ;  and  in  the  management  of  them  they 
were  exceeding  expert.  At  the  approaching  fiege 
of  Jerufalem,  they  were  to  be  employed  with  the 
Aflyrians  in  this  fervice. — —Nor  were  a  few  of  thei^ 
foot-fol4iers  on.ly  to  be  engaged  in  this  enterprife  ; 
they  were  to  have  cbaricts  of  men  and  horjmenn 
The  army,  which  was  to  ftrike  terror  inta  the  inha* 
bitants  of  Judea,  flioyld  be  compofed  not  only  of 
foot-foldiers,  but  of  chariots  and  horfemen,  furniflied 
with  all  the  implements  of  war.  The  chariots  an<« 
ciently  ufed  in  war  by  the  eaftern  nations,  were 
drawn  by  horfes ;  and  in  each  chariot  were  two  men, 
one  of  whom  took  the  direction  of  the  chariot,  whiUt 
the  other  was  employed  in  fighting  againft  the  ene« 
my.  At  each  end  of  the  axle,  fcythes  were  £^enedy 
that  they  might  cut  in  pieces .  the  men  and  horfes 
which  came  within  their  reach.  Such  were  the  foiicesi 
who  ihould  march  into  Judea,  and  attack  the  city 

Jerufalem. And  Kir  uncovered  the  Jhield^    The 

men  of  Kir,  which  was  probably  a  city  belonging  to. 
the  Medes,  were  at  this  time  fiibjeft  to  the  Affyrians, 
or  their  auxiliaries  in  war,  were  ren^owned  for  their 
bravery,  and  their  ikill  in  the  management  of  the 
ihield.  Thefe  warriors  were  likewife  to  form  part  of 
the  troops  deftined  to  march  into  the  valley  of  vifion^ 

7  And  it  fliall  come  to  pafs  that  thy  choiceft 
valleys  Ihall  be  full  of  chariots,  and  the  horfcj-v 
men  f^iall  fet  themfelves  in  array  at  the  gate,. 

« 

The  inhabitants  of  Jerufalem  were  informed,  that 
prodigious  numbers  of  forces  were  to  occupy  the 
licheft  and  mod  fruitful  fields  in  Judea,  and  to  ad-« 

vance  even  to  the  gates  of  the  metropolis. Canaan, 

being  a  inountaiaous  country,  abounded  with  welk 

watered^ 
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watered,  fruitful  valleys,  ^hich  produced  the  tnoft 
luxuriant  crops.  Such  was  the  valley  of  Rephaim, 
and  others  which  were  fituated  in  the  neighbourhood 
of  jerufalem,  and  were  remarkable  for  their  fuperla- 
tive  excellence  and  fertility.  Thefe  choice  valleys, 
which  were  wont  to  be  clad  with  the  bed  vines  and 
fineft  corns,  were  to  be  covered  with  chariots  and 
faorfemen,  at  the  period  to  which  this  prophecy  looked 
forward.  What  a  contraft  did  their  condition  at  that 
time  form,  when  compared  to  their  former  flourifh* 
ing  ftate !  That  city,  which  had  been  renowned  for 
beauty,  faithfulnefs,  holinefs,  and  righteoufnefs,  be- 
came infamous  for  almoft  every  fpecies  pf  wicked- 
neis;  and  therefore  God,  after  having  exercifed 
much  long-fuffering  patience  toward  a  provoking 
people,  fent  againft  them  the  Affyrians,  Medes,  and 
rerfians,  who  carried  their  arms  into  the  very  heart 
of  the  country,  and  fpread  defolation  and  ruin  where- 
ever  they  went.  Their  calamities  and  forrows  were 
greatly  multiplied  by  their  atrocious  tranfgreflions. — 
In  the  contemplation  of  the  awful  judgments  of  God, 
by  whomfoever  executed,  let  us  afcribe  righteoufnefs 
to  our  Maker,  who  punifhes  lefs  than  mens  iniquities 
lleferve.  Of  the  truth  of  this  remark,  you  may  be 
fatisfied  by  reading  the  words  of  the  Lord  to  his 
fervant  Ezekiel,  when  he  was  ordered  to  fliew  the 
inhabitants  of  Jerufalem  all  their  abominations.  They 
are  charged  with  having  been  guilty  of  blood,  with 
having  defiled  themfelves  with  idols,  with  fetting  light 
by  lather  and  mother,  with  diftreffrng  the  ftranger, 
▼exing  the  fatherlefs  and  the  widow,  defpifmg  God's 
holy  things,  and  profaning  his  Sabbaths,  with  greedily 
gaining  by  extortion,  and  forgetting  the  Lord  their 
God  *•  Let  us  carefully  avoid  thofe  iniquities,  which 
never  fail  to  accelerate  divine  judgments.  This  leflbn, 
irhich  I  have  often  inculcated  in  various  forms,  re- 
quires to  be  frequently  repeated,  that  we  may  learn 

*  £zek.  xxii.  3. 
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it  well,  and  be  efi^dualiy  taught  the  imponant  pn^c^ 

tical  inftru£bion  which  it  is  fuited  to  convey. ^Thia 

prediction  was  accompiiflied,  when  Rabfhakeh,  the 
general  of  Sennacherib,  king  of  Aflyria,  with  a  vaft 
army,  laid  (lege  to  Jerufalem ;  and  the  rich  valleys, 
in  the  vicinity  of  that  city,  were  occupied  not  only 
by  fqot-foldiers,  but  by  chariots  and  horfemen,  under 
tlie  command  of  that  officer. 

8  II  And  he  difcovered  the  covering  of  Judah, 
and  thou  didft  look  in  that  day  to  the  armour  of 
the  houfe  of  the  foreft. 

Another  circumftance  is  here  mentioned,  relating 
to  the  Aflyrian  expedition  againft  Judah  and  Jerufa^ 
lem. A  learned  writer  *  is  of  opinion,  that  the  co- 
vering of  Judah  was  the  ma(k  of  hypocrify,  which 
they  had  aiTumed  to  conceal  their  wickednefs,  and 
under  cover  of  which,  they  perpetrated  the  nioft 
enormous  crimes.  In  this  view,  the  bleffed  God  is 
the  Agent  who  removed  this  covering ;  and  who  ia- 
forms  the  men  of  Judah,  that  he  fuffered  then*  ene- 
mies to  invade  their  land  and  city,  that  he  might  lay 
open  their  hypocrify  and  carnal  fecurity,  and  cure 
them  of  their  corruption  and  depravity.  I  fuppofe 
the  perfon  to  whom  our  prophet  afcribes  the  a&ion 
of  which  he  fpeaks,  was  Sennacherib,  whofe  horfe- 
men and  chariots  were  mentioned  in  the  preceding 
verfe.  By  the  covering  may  be  meant,  the  fortified 
cities  in  Judea,  which  preferved  and  defended  the 
frontiers  of  the  country  from  the  hoftile  invafion  of 
enemies.  The  Hebrew  words  may  be  thus  tranflated 
imperfonally,  ^  And  the  covering  of  Judah  is  dif- 
*  covered.*  The  fenced  cities  of  Judah  were  removed 
and  deftroyed  by  the  AfTyrians,  in  the  fourteenth  year 
of  king  Hezekiah's  reign,  when  Sennacherib  came 
up  againft  all  th^  fortified  cities  in  Judea,  and  took 

•  Dr.  Lightfoot. 
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them,  as  you  read  in  the  tbirty-fiKth  chapter  6f  this 
prophecy. 

Jlfid  ibou  didjl  look  in  that  day  io  the  armour  of  the 
hmtfe  rf  the  for  eft.  Ifaiah,  fpeaking  uiide/the  imme-  . 
diate  influence  of  the  fpirit  of  prophecy,  fpecifies  va- 
rious circumftances  vvhich  were  then  future^  with 
equal  precifion  as  if  he  h;id  been  defcribing  what  he 
had  feen.  The  king  and  people  of  Judah,  alarmed 
at  the  report  of  the  Aflyrian  invafion,  and  terrified  at 
the  approach  of  the  enemy,  were  to  confutt  for  the 
fafety  df  Jerufalem  and  of  the  kingdom.  The  firft: 
ftep  to  be  taken,  in  order  to  elude  the  impending 
danger,  was  to  examine  the  armour  contained'  in  the 
houfe  of  the  foreft*  This  was  a  very  elegant  and 
furaptuous  building,  ereded  by  king  Solomon ;  one 
hundred  cubits  in  length,  and  fifty  cubits  in  breadth, 
and  the  height  thereof  was  thirty  cubits.  It  was  fup« 
ported  by  four  rows  of  cedar*pillars,  with  cedar-beams 
upon  the  pillars  *•  This  magnificent  (Irufture  flood 
upon  that  part  of  mount  Sion  which  was  called  Ophel, 
nigh  to  the  fouth-eafl  corner  of  the  city-walL  It  was 
probably  called  the  houfe  of  the  foreft  of  Lebanon, 
becaufe  the  materials  of  which  it  was  built,  were 
brought  chiefly  from  that  noble  forefl.  In  this  ar« 
mory,  king  Solomon  laid  up  two  hundred  targets 
of  beaten  gold,  and  three  hundred  fhields  of  beaten 
gold  f  •  The  prince  and  people  in  Jerufalem,  on  hear- 
ing the  report  of  the  Aflyrian  expedition,  carefully 
inipeded  this  arfenal,  to  fee  if  it  contained  the  imple- 
ments of  war  vchich  were  necefTary,  on  the  prefent 
alarming  occafion,  for  the  defence  of  the  capital  ^ 
In  every  attack  made  upon  you,  Chriflians,  in  the 
fpiritual  warfare,  take  unto  you  the  whole  armour  of 
God ;  and,  as  you  may  be  unexpe&edly  afTaulted, 
learn,  from  the  precaution  here  mentioned,  to  be  al- 
ways prepared,  that,  on  every  emergency,  you  may 
refiil  your  many  powerful  enemies. 

'*  J  Kings  vii«  1.  f  I  Kings  x.  l6,  17* 
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9  Ye  have  feen  alfo  the  breaches  of  the  city 
of  David,  that  they  are  many :  and  ye  gathered 
together  the  waters  of  the  lower  pool. 

Our  prophet  particularly  defcribes  the  feveral  fteps 
tfo  be  taken  by  the  prince  and  people  in  Jerufalem,  at 
the  critical  jundure  to  which  he  refers,  as  if  he  had 
been  an  a&ual  fpeftator  of  the  whole  affair ;  and,  by 
this  delineation  of  ctrcumftances,  he  gave  early  notice 
of  the  timidity  and  confternation  which  were  to  pre- 
vail at  the  period  to  which  he  looked  forward.    Pro^ 
perly  fpeaking,  the  city  of  David  was  the  fort  or 
({rong  hold  of  Zion,  which  that  renowned  prince 
took  n'om  the  Jebufites ;  and  around  which  he  built  a 
^all,  wherein  fome  breaches  had  been  made  by  the 
rava[ge8  of  time,  or  the  aflaults  of  enemies.    Thefe 
weire  to  be  carefully  infpeded,  that  they  might  be  im^ 
mediately  repaired,  and  put  into  a  proper  itate  of  de- 
fence.   Having  been  too  long  negleded,  they  endan- 
gered the  fafety  of  the  city,^  and  therefore  no  time  was 
to  be  loft  in  getting  them  made  up.  ■    ■  Jnd  ye  2a* 
thered  together  the  waters  of  the  lower  pooL    From  the 
fountain  of  Siloam,  anciently  called  Gihon,  the  waters 
were  conveyed,  by  two  conduits,  into  two  pools,  or 
refervbirs ;  one  of  which  was  called  the  Upper,  or 
Pool  of  Solomon,  and  the  other  the   Lower,  or 
Pool  of  Siloam.    In  the  profpeft  of  the  city  being  be- 
fieged  by  the  Aifyrians,  the  waters  of  the  pool  lad* 
mentioned,  were  to  be  dire£led  into  another  courfe, 
or  conveyed  into  a  new  refervoir.     This  expedient 
might  be  intended  to  ferve  a  double  purpbfe ;  namely, 
to  deprive  the  befiegers  of  a  large  fupply  of  water, 
which  was  converted  to  the  benefit  of  the  befieged. — 
This  prudent  meafure,  adopted  by  the  kine  of  Judah, 
and  the  citizens  of  Jerufalem,  in  tim6  of  imminent 
danger,  ought  to  excite  us  to  take  every  wife  precau- 
tion in  our  power,  that  we  may  efcape  the  perils  to 
w^ich  we  are  expofed.    Let  us  however  do  more  than 
they  did :   let  us  truft  in  God,  to  accompany  the 

means 
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means  that  we  ufe  with  his  blefling,  and  to  render 
them  effedual  for  our  deliverance. 

I  o  And  ye  have  numbered  the  houfes  of  Je- 
rufalem,  and  the  houfes  have  ye  broken  down 
to  fortify  the  wall. 

More  preventive  meafures  were  to  be  employed  by 
the  inhabitants  of  the  city  befide  thofe  already  men- 
tioned, for  the  purpofes  of  defence  and  fafety.  1 
Ye  will  carefully  reckon  the  number  of  houfes  in  J^ 
rufalem,  and  diligently  infpe£t  their  condition,  that 
ye  may  be  able  to  determine  which,  and  how  many 
of  them  mud  be  demolifhed  with  the  lead  hurt  to  the  - 
city,  for  repairing  the  walls  and  the  towers,  and  (o 
fortifying  them,  that  they  may  fuftain  the  aflaults  of 
the  enemy.  Perhaps  they  were  alfo  defirous  to  know 
the  number  of  people  which  lived  within  the  walls, 
that  from  thence  a  judgment  might  be  formed  of  the 
quaqtity  of  provifions  neceflary  for  their  fupport,  and 
of  the  length  of  time  they  might  be  able  to  ftand  out 
againft  the  befiegers.— *— ^In  times  of  imminent  dan- 
ger, private  property  muft  be  facrificed  to  the  public 
fafety :  all  muft  contribute  according  to  their  ability^ 
and  the  urgent  neceflity  of  the  cafe,  when  called  upon 
toward  the  fupport  of  the  ftate.  Every  individual 
ought  to  unite  his  endeavours  for  promoting  the  ge-« 
neral  good,  particularly  in  feafons  that  are  critical* 

I I  Ye  made  alfo  a  ditch  between  the  two 
walls,  for  the  water  of  the  old  pool :  but  ye  have 
not  looked  unto  the  Maker  thereof,  neither  had 
refped  unto  him  that  fafhioned  it  long  ago. 

Another  precaution  is  here  mentioned,  which,  at 
the  time  referred  to  in  this  prophecy,  was  to  be  - 
taken  for  the  fafety  of  the  city.     A  ditch  (hould  be« 
ibrmed  between  the  inner  and  outer  walls,  for  con- 
veying water  unto  thofe  j^arts  of  the  city  which  moftc 

necdfti 
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needed  it.  The  water  of  the  old  pool  was  to  be  dif- 
pofed  of  in  fuch  a  manner  as  might  moft  eSedually 
promote  the  benefit  of  the  citizens,  and  prevent  the 
enemy  deriving  any  advantage  from  it.  To  ai&il  you 
in  underftanding  this  predi^ion,  you  may  compare  k 
with  the  hiftory  of  its  accoi^pliihment,  recoFde4 
2  Chron.  xxxii.  2.  et/eq.^  From  that  paffage  of  fcripr 
ture  we  learn,  that,  after  the  news  of  the  A^Tyrian  ex- 
pedition reached  Jerufalem,  by  the  attention  and  care 
of  He^kiah  and  the  citizens,  the  walls  of  the  city 
were  repaired,  the  fountains  were  (lopped,  and  pre- 
vented froni  giving  affiftance  to  thofe  who  were  em- 

>  ployed  in  carrying  on  the  fiege. 

But  ye  have  not  looked  unto  the  Maker  thereof^ 
neither  had  reJpeR  unto  him  that  fajbioned  it  long  ago. 
God  himfelf  was  the  Maker  of  Jerufalem,  who  fa- 
ironed  it  long  ago.  He  foroied  the  plan  of  it  in  his 
counfel  and  purpofe,  wherein  were  fixed  all  the  va^> 
rious  conditions  of  mankind,  and  all  the  events 
which  happen  in  every  place  and  period  of  time^ 
Chance  aad  accident  are  terms  expreibve  of  humaa 
ignorance,  dnd  are  applied  to  thofe  circumftances  and 
events  which  are  unthougbt  of  and  innexpe&ed  by 
men.  He,  whofe  kingdom  ruleth  over  all,  hath  de- 
termined the  times,  and,  I  may  add,  the  places  be- 
fore appointed,  and  the  bounds  of  our  habitations. 
This  plan  had  been  long  fmce  pundually  executed^ 
by  thofe  whom  divine  wifdom  employed  for  this  pur- 
pofe.  ^To  this  great  Builder  of  Jerufale^,  the  in- 
habitants neither  looked,  nor  had  refped.  They  did 
not  contemplate  and  adore  God  with  faith  and  reve- 
rence, with  penitence  and  confidence ;  nor  did  they 
diligently  attend  to  the  operations  of  his  providence 
and  grace.  They  did  not  fuitably  acknowledge  the 
divine  goodnefs,  in  which  they  had  largely  partici^ 
pated ;  nor  did  they  fet  a  proper  value  upon  the  inv-^ 
portant  advantages  that  they  had  enjoyed.    They  did 

'  no^  earneftly  implore  his  kind  protedion;  nor  did 
tl^ey  depend  upon  the  divine  bldung,  to  profper  the 
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means  which  they  ufed  for  theii'  prefervation  and  de- 
fence :  neither  did  they  z&  with  a  fingle  regard  to  his 
approbation  and  glory ;  but  relied  more  on  their  own 
exertions  than  upon  God,  from  whom  alone  cometh 

falvation. ^In  all  our  enterprifes,  let  us  look  to  the 

Lord,  whofe  providence  extends  to  all  his  creatures, 
and  all  their  aftions,  for  direAion,  afliftance,  and 
bleifing.  Let  us  place  unlimited  confidence  in  that 
infinitely  great  and  benevolent  Being,  who  is  fo 
powerful,  that  he  can  do  whatever  he  pleafeth ;  (b 
wife,  that  he  always  doth  what  is  beft  for  thofe  who, 
in  the  way  of  duty,  and  ufe  of  means,  intruft  themp 
felvcs  to  his  care. 

12  And  in  that  day  did  the  Lord  God  of 
hofts  call  to  weeping,  and  to  mourning,  and  to 
l^aldnefs,  and  to  girding  with  fackcloth. 

The  fenfuality  and  carnal  fecurity  which  were  to 
prevail,  at  the  period  wherein  this  prophecy  was  to 
receive  its  accompliihment,  is  here  flrongly  repre- 
fented.  I  fuppofe,  that  the  day  fpoken  of  by  our 
prophet,  includes  the  time  wherein  the  fervants 
of  God  were  faithfully  employed  in  denouncing 
awfiil  judgments  againft  the  wicked  and  profane 
among  the  Jews,  and  foretelling  the  terrible  evils 
that  awaited  them.  Thefe  falutary  counfeTs  and  ad* 
monitions  they  fooli/hly  rejedted,  and  obflinately  per- 
fifted  in  contemning  the  judgments  of  God ;  nay, 
the  nearer  that  they  approached,  the  more  they  fet 
them  at  nought.  To  fuch  a  height  in  wickednefs  did 
they  arrive,  that  to  many  the  word  of  the  Lord  was 
a  reproach,  and  predi£ted  calamities  were  heard  of  ^ 
with  the  greated  indifference.  The  crimes  which  are 
here  motioned,  were  not  chargeable  upon  the  whole 
of  that  people ;  for  there  were  among  them  not  a  few 
upright,  good  men,  who  formed  the  holy  feed,  that 
were  the  fubftance  thereof,  the  remnant  who  retum- 
^  to  the  mighty  God.  The  perfons  chiefly  intended, 

were 
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were  the  rulers,  and  great  men  of  the  nation,  con- , 
cerned  in  the  adniiniftration  of  public  affairs^  vho, 
defpifmg  divine  predictions,  and  inftru£iive  warnings, 
indulged  in  profanity,  fenfuaiity,  and  other  fins.  Per- 
fons  of  this  charader,  are  the  bane  and  ruin  of  every 
fociety  with  which  they  are  conne&ed,  and  often 
bring  upon  themfelves  fwift  deftrudion ;  of  which  a 
remarkable  inftance  occurs  in  the  latter  part  of  this 
chapter. 

The  Lord  God  of  bojis  did  call  to  weepings  &c. 
Through  divine  mercy,  the  Jewifli  nation  enjoyed  the 
important  advantage  of  being  warned,  by  the  fervants 
of  the  Moft  High,  refpeding  approaching  calamities, 
And  of  being  invited  to  repentance,  that  they  might 
prevtent  the  threatened  evils  from  being  executed. — 
Weeping  is  one  effed  of  true  penitence,  when  the 
heart  is  penetrated  with  an  affecting  fenfe  of  fin  and 
guilt ;  and  therefore  repentance  is  fometimes  exprefled 
in  fcripture  by  this  external  fign,  as  in  Joel  i.  5.  where 
the  prophet  thus  fpeaks,  *  Awake,  ye  drunkards,  weep 
^  and  howl,  &fr.'  A  renowned  ancient  philofopher 
pronounced  weeping  to  be  unworthy  of  a  man ;  and 
affirmed,  that  it  was  only  for  women  and  children  *. 
Though  weeping,  in  many  cafes,  proceeds  from  weak- 
nefs  and  effeminacy^  in  other  inftances,  it  is  perfefilf 
confident  with  true  fortitude  and  magnanimity.  To 
weep  for  fear  of  fuiferings,  or  when  fuftaining  them 
from  the  hand  of  man,  is  the  eSe&  of  feeblends  and 
timidity ;  but  ^to  weep  before  God,  when  we  have 
fmned  greatly,  or  fuffer  much  from  him,  is  the  evi- 
dence of  a  tender  heart,  and  a  noble  fpirit.  David, 
king  of  Ifrael,  who  feared  neither  a  lion  nor  a  bear, 
and  who  declared,  that  he  would  not  be  afraid  though 
an  hoft  ihould  encamp  againft  him,  acknowledged, 
that  the  Lord  heard  the  voice  of  his  weeping  f .  Jefus 
Chrift  himfelf  wept  over  Jerufalem,  on  account  of  the 
miferies  which  were  coming  upon  that  city.    When 

*  Flat,  de  Repub.  Dial.  ili.  f  Pfal.  vi.  8. 
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fherefore  the  Lord  of  hofts  calls  to  weeping,  he  in* 
Tites  men  not  to  a  mfean,  unworthy  employment ^  but 
to  a  fuitable  and  proper  exercife,  which  is  further  de* 
fcribed  in  the  following  words : 

And  to  mourning.  Tlie  word  denotes  fuch  pungent 
grief,  arifmg  from  the  profpefl  or  experience  of  the 
greateft  diftrefles,  as  is  accompanied  with  thofe  figni- 
ficant  geftures  that  exprefs  inward  forrow  of  heart* 
As  great  mercies  call  for  great  joy,  great  afflidions 
call  for  great  mourning.  Mens  affe£kIons  and  con« 
du£t  ought  always  to  correfpond  with  divine 'difpen- 
iations,  whether  they  are  comfortable  or  calamitous. 
The  people  of  Judah  and  Jerufalem  were  often  called 
to  /igh  and  mourn  over  thofe  abominations  whereby 
they  expofed  themfelves  to  the  righteous  vengeance 
of  the  Almighty,  and  to  deplore  the  awful,  threaten- 
^  judgments  which  would  certainly  overtake  them, 
Qnlefs  divine  mercy  and  fpeedy  repentance  interpofed. 
In  every  view  then,  whether  they  looked  back  to 
what  they  had  done,  or  forward  to  what  they  had  jud 
reafon  to  exped,  they  were  called  to  mourning,  and 

to  the  exercife  of  true  penitence. And  to  baldnefs. 

Shaving  off  the  hair,  or  making  bald  the  head,  was 
anciently  confidered  as  a  fymbol  of  intenfe  grief,  as  I 
liad  occafion  to  remark  from  chap.  xv.  2.  Hence  the 
prophet  Jeremiah,  when  he  informed  the  generation 
of  God's  wrath,  that  he  had  rejeded  and  forC^ken 
them,  immediately  adds,  ^  Cut  off  thine  hair,  O  Je*- 
^  nifalem,  and  caft  it  away,  and  take  up  a  lamenta- 
*  tion :  mourn  bitterly  for  thy  deplorable  condition/ 
Baldnefs  being  here  joined  with  weeping  and  mourn- 
ing, intimates  the  extreme  forrow  with  which  the 
inhabitants  of  Jerufalem  ought  at  this  time  to  have 

been  afflicted. And  to  girding  with  fackcloth.     I 

have  formerly  obferved,  that  this  pra^ice  was  an- 
ciently adopted  in  times  of  great  didrefs,  many  in- 
ftances  of  which  are  recorded  in  fcripture :  a  remark- 
able one  occurs,  2  Kings  xx.  31.  In  feafons  of  pro- 
found humiliation,  and  profeited  repentance  for  fm, 

people 
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people  likevife  girded  themfelves  with  fackcloth^  ad 
is  plainly  intimated  in  the  words  of  Jefus  Chrift,.  re-^ 
fpefling  Sodom  and  Gomorrah  *•  To  this  expreffion 
of  humiliation  and  repentance,  the  men  of  Judah  and. 
Jerufalem  were  often  called,  by  the  difpenfations^  of 
providence,  and  by  the  di&ourfes  of  the  prophets  j 
and  to  thefe  calls  they  ought  to  have  diligently  heark-^ 
ened,  and  to  have  yielded  a  prompt  obedience.** 

True  wifdom,  my  brethren,  will  dired  tp  a  fuit-a 
able  behaviour  under  'affli£live  difpenfations ;  and  will 
teach  to  avoid  both  the  extremes  into  which  we  are 
apt  to  run  in  times  of  trouble,  of  defpiiing  the  chaften-^ 
ing  of  the  Lord,  and  fainting  when  we  are  rebuked 
of  him.  We  ought  not  to  make  light  of  divine  chai^ 
tifements,  by  ndgle&ing  to  cultivate  the  temper  a^d 
condud  which  they  inculcate,  and  to  comply  with  the 
defign  which  they  are  manifeftly  intended  to  promote  z. 
nor  may  we  faint  under  his  affliding  hand,  by  laying 
afide  the  exercife  of  patience  and  fortitude,  and  giv- 
ing way  to  fuUennefs,  defpondency,  or  dejedion.  Ink^ 
fenfibility  to  divine  rebukes  formed  an  article  in  the 
heavy  charge  brought  againft  the  inhabitants  of  Jeru-* 
falem  by  the  prophet  Jeremiah :  ^  Thou  haft  ftrickea 
^  them,  but  they  have  not  grieved ;  thou  haft  con- 
^  fumed  them,  but  they  have  refufed  to  receive  cpr« 
*  redion  f  /  Let  us  then  hearken  to  the  calls  of  God, 
and  carefully  avoid  (ecurity  and  indifference  in  fea- 
fons  of  diftrefs^  with  every  thing  unbecoming  that; 
condition. 

13  And  behold,  joy  and  gladnefs,  flaying 
oxen,  and  killing  fheep,  eating  flefh,  and  drink- 
ing wine ;  let  us  eat  and  drink,  for  to-morrow 
we  ihall  die. 

Thefe  words,  taken  in  connexion  with  the  preced- 
ing verfe,  clearly  point  out  the  crime  with  which  the 

•  Matth.  XI.  21.  f  Jcr.  ▼.  3. 
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^6zens  of  Jerufalem  w^e  charged.  Inftead  of  weep^ 
ing  ^d  mourning,  in  obedience  to  the  call  of  God, 
they  indulged  in  mirth  and  feftivity,  in  crin[iinal  in<- 
difl^ence  to  futurity,  and  a  profane  contempt  of  di- 
vine wzrmagi  and  divine  judgments.  This  finful  op- 
poiition  to  the  call  of  God,'  they  difcovered  in  their 
temper,  in  their  pra&ice,  and  in  their  language.—— 
In  theif  temper,  they  were  glad  ^d  joyful.  The 
Jewifh  people  were  not  only  allowed,  but  requfred,  to 
rejoice  in  the  valuable  benefits  wherewith  they  were 
favoured  hj,  the  bounty  of  providence.  This  joy 
-  however,  in  earthly  things,  ought  always  to  be  mor 
derate,  and  qualified  by  a  conviction  of  their  mutabi- 
lity and  uncertainty,  and  appropriated  to  feafons  that 
are  moft  fuited  to  this  exercife.  Joy  and  gladnefs  ace 
undoubtedly  lawful,  ufeful,.  and  expedient^  at  proper 
feafons.     ^  A  merry  heart,  faith  Solomou,  is  a  conti<- 

*  nual  feaft,  and  doth  good  like  a  medicine.^  This 
afife&ion  however  becomes  highly  criminal,  when  it 
tranfgreffes  due  bounds,  or  is  indulged  when  perfons 
ought  to  be  otherwife  employed,  lliere  is  a  time  to 
rejoice,  and  a  time  to  moiim.  That'  rejoicing  then 
muft  be  evil,  which  occiipies  the  fealbn  wherein  men 
ought  to  be  employed  in  humiliation  and  prayer,  in 
fafting,  and  deprecating  deferved,  threatened  calami- 
ties. '  Our  prophet  therefore,  furprifed  at  the  infenfi- 
bility  of  the  people  whom'  he  reproved,  introduces 
the  fubje^  with  a  not^  of  admiration :  Behold^joy  and 
gladnefs.  What  a  ftrange  and  uncomely  fight  is  pre- 
fented  to  my  view,  people  grofsly  miftakm^,.  yea^ 
wilfully  countera^ing  the  call  of  £vine  providence^ 
rejoicing  when  they  ought  to  be  mourning  and  weep^ 
ing! 

Slaying  cxen^  and  killing  Jheep^  eating  fiejh^  and 
drinking  wine.  In  thdr  pra^ice,  they  joined  feafting 
to  their  mirth.  Slaying  cattle,  eatii:^  Sefli,  and  drink*' 
ing  wine,  are  doubtlds  lawful  and  expedient  on  pros- 
per 9ccafion8.  That  the  great  Lord  of  all  hath  given 
power  to  men  over  t^e  inferior  creatures,  and  liberty 

*  Vpi.II.  LI  tx^ 
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to  ufe  them,  both  for  fupplying  their  neceflities,  an4 
for  their  agreeable  entertaimnent,  feems  to  be  abun* 
dantly  evident,  not  only  from  the  divine  grant,  but 
from  the  vaft  number  and  variety  of  animaU,  "whicll 
almoft  every  where  aboiind,  notwithftanding  the  great 
numbers  that  are  killed  for  ufe.  Every  fes^on,  now-^ 
ever,  is  not  adapted  for  feafting  and  conviviality.  Ta 
be  employed  in  feftivity  in  the  time  of  trouble  and 
perplexity,  to  be  engaged  in  feafting  when  we  ought 
to  be  fafting,  to  rejoice  when  loudly  called  by  the 
uord  and  providence  of  God  to  mourning,  difcover^i 
a  criminal  contempt  of  divine  authority,  and  the  mofL 
perverfe  inconfiftence  of  temper  akid  conduct.  Is  it 
a. time  for  feafting,  when  the  wrath  of  the  Almighty 
is  breaking  forth  againft  a  people,  when  the  kingdom 
abounds  with  fears  and  troubles,  the  walls  of  defence 
are  broken  down,  and  dreadful  calamities  are  faft  ap- 
proaching ?  Surely,  if  people,  in  fuch  times  of  pubKc 
diftrefs,  rejoice  in  worldly  things,  it  ihould  be  as 
if  they  rejoiced  not ;  if  they  feaft,  it  ought  to .  be  fo 
managed,  as  if  they  feaft ed  not.  Indeed  fuch  feafons 
are  here  plainly  intimated,  to  be  quite  improper  for 
ilsiughter  and  enterlsunment. 
.  Let  tu  eat  and  drinks  for  to-morrow  we  Jhall  dte^ 
Luxury  and  indulgence  in  fenfual  pleafures,  frequently 
accompanies  carnal  fecurity,  and  a  proud  contempt 
of  God.  When  Ephraim  was  filled,  his  heart  was 
exalted ;  therefore  have  they  forgotten  me,  faith  the 
Lord  *•  And  the  inhabitants  of  Jerufalem,  having 
laid  aiide  fear  of  divine  judgments,  and  all  concern 
about  another  and  better  life,  regardlefs  of  the  re- 
monftrances  of  confcience,  and  the  admonitions  of 
the  prophets^  encouraged  one  another  in  the  pradice 
of  luxury  and  voluptuoufnefs.  Let  us  iaffiduoufly  em« 
ploy  ourfelves  (faid  they)  in  gratifying  our  fenfusd 
appetites,  and  in  grafping  the  pleafures  of  the  prefent 
day,  while  we  have  opportunity,  being  aiTured,  that 

*  Hpfea  xiii.  6i 
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death  vnl\  foon  tomtf  find  put  an  end  to  our  enjoy* 
ments.  The  profpedl  of  the  Impending  ills  which 
our  prophet  had  foretold,  inftead  of  reftraining  from 
unlawful  pleafures,  was  converted  into  an  argument 
to  excite  each  other  to  fenfual  gratifications.-*-^-F(7r 
tc-morrcHv  wejhall  die.  The  prophet  declares,  that  the 
Aflyrians  and  Chaldeans  will  in  a  fhort  time  invade 
the  kingdom,  and  Is^  fiege  to  the  metropolis,  fo  that 
multitudes  (hall  perifh :  at  all  events,  life  is  uncertain^ 
and  we  know  not  what  a  day  may  bring  forth ;  let 
us  then  pafs  the  remainder  of  our  time  in  fulfilling 

th^  defires  of  the  6elh  and  of  the  mind. ^In  this 

manner,  the  profane,  among  the  Jewiih  nation,  ex« 
prefled  their  infolent  contempt  of  the  divine  author!- 
tv,  their  odious  fenfuality,  their  grofs  ftupidity,  and 
mocking  infidelity.  They  made  provifion  for  the 
fiefh,  to  fulfil  the  lufts  thereof,  when  they  ought  to 
have  been  laying  up  a  good  foundation  for  the  time 

to  come. Let  us  guard  with  attention  againft  the 

wicked  abufe  of  the  divine  goodnefs  and  patience. 
Beware  of  thofe  falfe  reafonings  whereby  fmners  de- 
rive encouragement  to  do  evil,  from  thofe  very  confi« 
derations  which  pught  to  produce  the  contrary  ef- 
feds.  There  is  fomething  fo  perverfe,  fo  monftrous 
in  this  condud,  that  we  might  be  apt  to  fufped  that 
the  Jews  were  unjuftly  accufed,  were  we  not  more  or 
lels  convidted  of  this  horrid  bafenefs  by  our  own  con« 
Sciences.  Carefully  avoid  this  foolifh  difingenuous 
courfe,  whereby  we  fin  againft  God,  and  wrong  our 
own  fouk. 

14  And  it  was  revealed  in  mine  ears  by  the 
Lord  of  hofts,  Surely  this  iniquity  (hall  not  be 
purged  from  you,  till  ye  die,  faith  the  Lord  GO0 
of  hods. 

Out  prophet  here  declares,  that  God  had  made 
known  to  him  that  he  would  certainly  punifh  thofe 
who  were  guilty  of  the  crimes  above  mentioned,  and 

acquaints 
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acquaints  us  in  what  manner  he  received  this  infonna-' 
tSon.  And  it  wds  revealed  in  mine  ears  by  the  Lard 
(^  hojis.  A  voice  from  Cod  gently  whiipered  it  in 
his  ear.  In  this  manner  God  was  pteafed  to  com- 
municate bis  mind  to  the  prophet  Samuel  *,  and  ta 
Ifaiab  upon  another  occafion,  .chap.  v.  9.  This  mode 
of  conveying  Inftrudion  intimates,  that  this  matter 
teas  revealed  to  him  in  a  fecret  and  £EkmiHar  manner^ 
as  a  man  imparts  fomewhat  that  is  concealed  to  a 
jriend-^that,  at  the  fame  time,  it  was  clearly  and  di- 
ftinftly  communicated  to  him,  fo  that  he  could  not 

mift^e  what  he  heard. ^That  which  wa»  thus  tz* 

vealed  to  our  prophet,  is  exprefled  in  the  words  which 
follow :  Surely  this  iniquity  Jball  not  be  purged  from 
you^  till  ye  die.  The  declaration  is  extremely  awfiil^ 
and  certainly  true.  This  iniquity,  committed  by  the 
inhabitants  of  Judea  and  Jenifalem,  of  walking  con-* 
trary  to  God,  of  counteraAing  the  calls  of  his  provi-* 
dence  and  of  his  fervants,  and  contemning  his  autho- 
rity, was  attended  with  peculiar  aggrarvations,  and  an 
enormous  load  of  guilt.  Such  was  the  atrocity  of 
their  offence,  that  the  Lord  of  hofts  fotemnty  declares, 
that  it  (hall  not  be  purged,  till  they  die.  He  would 
not  permit  the  fin  above  described  to  pafs  uRpumihed* 
by  temporal  judgments  in  this  world,  and  eternal 
judgments  in  the  future  (late.  In  the  words  of  Jefu& 
Chrift,  they  fhall  not  be  forgiven,  neither  m  this 
world,  nor  in  that  which  is  to  comef  •  There  are 
fome  tranfgreffions  which  God  doth  not  recompenfe 
in  this  preu^nt  world,  which  he  will  punifh  in  the  fu- 
ture (late ;  others  he  avengeth  in  this  life,  but  remits 
the  punifhment  to  which  t^ey  expofe  in  the  eternal 
world.  There  are  fome  fins,  comprehending  in  them 
virulent  oppolition  to  his  word  and  grace,  and  profane 
blafphemy  fgainft  his  difpenfatidns  and  authority, 
which  he  punifhes  both  here  and  hereafter.  *  The 
^  Lord  will  not  hold  him  guiltlefs  that  taketh  hi$ 

5  JSke  I  Sam.  is.  j  j.  f  Matlh.  xii.  32. 

*  name 
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*  name  in  vain*»'  Of  this  fort  was  the  wlcked- 
aefs  of  Judah  and  Jerufalem,  fpoken  of  in  the  preced- 
ing ferfes.  The  fin  that  is  not  pardoned  until  meo 
die,  is*  ndver  forgiven  f  r  in  this  prefent  life  only  is 
tranfgreffion  taken  away.  The  import  then  of  the 
ezpreifion  before  us  will  be,  this  iniquity  which  you 
have  committed,  by  contemning  divine  admonitions 
and  divine  judgments,  (hall  nevef  be  cleanfed  away', 
antil  ye  die  a  miferable  death,  as  the  juft  defert  of 
your  crimes,  and  enter  into  that  ftate  wherein  ye 
ftiall  fuffer  inexprefEble  anguifh  and  defpair,  and  be 
'expofed  to  the  wrath  of  God,  without  any  ray  of 
hope,  or  mixture  of  confolation.  To  give  the  utmoft 
certainty  and  folemnity  to  this  affirmation,  our  pro- 

Ehet  .aflures  us,  that  it  was  uttered  by  the  Lord  of 
ofts.— — From  this  alarming  declaration  we  learn, 
that  to  rejeft  the  word  of  God's  grace,  to  refufe  his 
calls  to  repentance,  to  infult  his  fervants,  and  obfti* 
nately  to  perfift  in  contemning  the  means  of  falvation 
which  he  hath  appointed,  is  one  of  the  greateft  crimes 
that  men  can  commit,  and  expofes  to  the  mofl:  dread- 
ful punifliment.  Beware,  my  friends,  of  this  aggra- 
vated iniquity :  entreat  that  God  may  keep  you  back 
from  this  prefumptuous  fm,  and  let  it  not  have  domi- 
nion over  you.  When  you  are  called  to  weeping 
and  mourning,  on  account  of  pad  provocations  and 
threatened  calamities,  be  afflided,  and  mourn,  and 
weep :  let  ypur  laughter  be  turned  to  mourning,  and 
your  joy  to  heavinefs.  Humble  yourfelves  in  the 
fight  of  the  Lord,  and  he  (hall  lift  you  up  |. 

15  f  Thus  faith  the  Lord  GoD  of  hofts.  Go, 
get  thee  unto  this  treafurer,  even  sunto  Shebna, 
which  //  over  the  houfe,  and  fay. 

r 

We  now  enter  upon  the  other  part  of  this  pro- 
phecy, which  relates  |o  Sbebna ;  and  was  probably 

f  Exod.  u.  7.     t  Sec  X  Sam.  xv.  35,     %  James  iv.  9,  10. 

delivered, 
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delivered^  >mx}x  the  formef  part,  fome  time  before 
the  invaiion  of  Judea  by  Sennacherib.  The  perfon  to. 
whom  our  prophet  was  fent,  feems-  to  have  been  the 
prmcipal  leader  in  that  luxury  and  profanity,  which 
was  feverely  reprehended  in  the  preceding  verfes« 
Shebna,  the  fcribe,  mentioned  by  Ifaiah,  in  the  hiftory 
of  Hezekiah,  feems  to  have  been  a  different  perfon 
from  Shebna,  the  treafurer  or  fteward  of  the  king's 
houfehold,  to  whom  this  prophecy  relates.  This 
perfon,  who  was  one  of  the  chief  officers  of  date,  by 
a  remarkable  concurrence  of  circumftances,  feems  to 
have  been  elevated  from  a  mean,  obfcure  condition, 
to  the  high  ftation  which  he  now  occupied,  where, 
by  his  example  and  influence,  during  his  adminiftra* 
tion,  he  became  a  leader  in  thofe  tranfgrei&ons  which 
our  prophet  had  been  reproving.**— »To  this  maa 
Ifaiah  received  a  meflage  from  the  Lord  God  of 
hods : 

G^,  get  thee  unto  this  treafurer^  unto  Sbebna^  who  if 
over  the  boufe.  He  was  not  induced  to  ta^e  this 
meafure  by  his  own  inclination,  nor  was  he  initigated 
to  it  by  fome  of  his  fellow-citizens :  the  orders  he 
received  were  from  the  Lord  of  hofts,  who  doth  ac« 
cording  to  his  pleafure  in  heaven  and  in  earth.  The 
commiffion  runs  in  terms  that  required  immediate 
execution :  Go^  get  thee  unto  this  treafurer.  Decline 
not  to  perform  in  perfon  this  fervice  which  is  now 
aflSgned  thee:  be  not  reluctant,  or  afraid,  to  deliver 
the  meflage  with  which  thou  art  intruded.  Go,  and 
plainly  tell  this  man  what  I  fay  unto  thee  r  fear  him 
not,  however  high  the  ftation  that  he  holds,  how- 
ever great  the  power  with  which  he  is  invefted.  *  Say 

*  not,  I  am  a  child :  for  thou  fhalt  go  to  whomfoever 
^  I  fend  thee ;  and  whatfoever  I  command,  that  fhalt 

*  thou  fpeak.    Be  not  afraid  of  his  face :  for  I  am 

*  with  thee  to  deliver  thee,  faith  tfie  Lord*/" 
When  God  is  pleafed  to  empl9y  us  in  any  fervice, 

♦  Jcr.  I.  7,  8. 

let 
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let  us  remember  by  whofe  authority  we  iGt^  and 
vhofe  work  we  are  executing ;  and  let  us  endeavour 
to  perform  it  with  alacrity  and  fidelity,  humbly  de- 
pending upon  him,  who  fends  none  a  war^e  upoa 
their  own  charges,  for  direction,  ftrength,  and  com* 
fort,  for  courage,  liberty  of  fpeech,  and  every  a(fift«r 
ance  that  circumftances  may  require.  Whilft  a  con- 
vi£lion  of  our  own  infufficiency  (hould  render  us  mo- 
deft  and  humble,  a  juft  fenfe  that  we  z6t  in  obedience 
to  the  divine  command,  and  that  the  divine  power  is 
engaged  for  our  prote£bion,  ought  to  render  us  eaiy 
and  intrepid,  even  in  the  midft  of  danger  and  di&> 
culties. 

16  What  haft  thou  here?  and  whom  haft 
thou  here,  that  thou  haft  hewed  thee  out  a  fe^ 
pulchre  here,  as  he  that  heweth  him  out  a  fepul- 
chre  oh  high,  and  that  graveth  an  habitation  for 
himfeif  in  a  rock  ? 

Our  prophet  introduces  the  meflage  with  which 
the  Lord  God  fent  him  to  Shebna,  by  reproving  his 
pride  and  haughtinefs.  This  treasurer  of  the  exche- 
quer was  fb  confident  of  the  (lability  of  his  prefent 
elevated  ftation,  that  he  feems  to  have  entertained 
little  fufpicion  of  being  difmifled  from  his  office,  and 
turned  out  of  his  country.  Arrogant  and  vain,  con* 
ceited  and  elated  with  the  dignity  to  which  he  was 
raifed,  he  determined  to  prepare  for  himfeif,  in  a 
confpicuous  place,  a  fuperb  fepulchral  monument^ 
like  thofe  which  belonged  to  the  royal  family  of  Ju* 
dah.  By  the  execution  of  this  foolim  projeft,  he  no 
doubt  intended  to  give  a  public  proof  of  hh  fcep- 
ticifin  and  infidelity,  and  his  contempt  of  out  pro- 
phet and  the  other  fervants  of  God,  who  predicted 
the  approaching  calamities  which  threatened  the  de- 
Aru&ion  of  Jerufalem.  When  Ifaiah  went  to  him 
with  the  meflage  he  carried  from  God,  he  met  him 
IQ  the  place  where  he  determined  to  build  a  magnify 

cent 
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cent  fepulchre,  near  to  thofe  of  the  kings  of  the  houfe 
of  David,  to  the  fouth  of  Jerufalem*  With  peculiar 
propriety,  therefore,  doth  he  propofe.this  inquiry  to 
Shebna, 

What  baji  ibou  here?  and  whom  haji  thou  here! 
What  bufinefs  is  this  in  which  thou. art  employe4 
in  this  place,  appropriated  to  the  royal  family  for 
burying^'ground  ?  Doft  thou  arrogantly  prefyme  to 
build  a  fepulchral  monument  for  thyfelf  befide  the 
fepukhres  of  the  kings }—. — Whom  haft  thou  here^  of 
thy  fathers,  or  friends,  that  can  entitle  thee  to  lay 
claim  to  the  honour  of  ^re£ting,  on  this  confpicuous 
fpot,  a  tomb  for  thyfelf?  In  this  manner  was  Shebr 
na  upbraided  with  his  intolerable  pi;id^  and  vapity, 
in  raifing  fuch  a  fplendid  monument  for  himfelf, 
which,  in  refpeft  of  fituation  and  elegance,  far  exu^ 
ceeded  any  thing  to'  which  he  could  have  juft  pretenr 
fions.  Ouf  prophet  intimates,  that  it  was  hewn  out 
of  a  rock ;  and  therefore  muft  have  be^n  a  work  of 
great  labour  and  expence,  intended  to  tranfmit  the 
memory  of  its  proprietor  to  fubfequent  genera^tindnsr. 
He  obfe^ves  its  elevated  fituation,  by  which  it  chim- 
ed attention,  and  rendered  the  perfon  hy  whom  it 
was  ere£ked  more  renowned*  He  likewife  notices, 
that  the  work  was  beautifully  executed,  and  nither 
refembled  a  fumptuous  habitation  for  the  living  than 
a  receptacle  for  the  dead.  The  beft  of  men  have 
been  careful  to  provide  decent  burial-places  for  them- 
felves  and  families.  Abraham,  for  this  end,  bought 
a  cave  in  the  field  of  Machpelah ;  king  Afa  made  a 
fepulchre  for  himfelf  in  the  city  of  David ;  and  Jo- 
feph,  of  Arimathea^  had  a  new  tomb,  h^wn  out  of  a 
rock,  wherein  our  blefled  Saviour's  body  was  inter- 
red. We  do  not  then  fuppofe,  that  Shebna  was  re- 
proved for  providing  to  himfelf  a  fepulchre,  but  on 
account  of  his  pride,  vain-glory,  and  infidelity,  which 
required  to  be  (harply  reprimanded.  Recoiled  what 
you  have  heard  from  the  preceding  part  of  this  pro- 
phecy, and  you  may  be  convinced  of  the  folly  anci 

arrogante 
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9ito^aiice  df  liitteinpting  to  trcSt  fuch  a  fine  tomb,  at 
die  very  time  be  was  informed  of  approathing  cala^ 

fnities.<> Happy  tt^,  who,  when  the  earthly  houfe 

of  this  tabernacle  is  mHolved^  have  an  hoiife  not  made 
;with  hands,  eternal  with  God  in  the  heavens }  who, 
.when  ^bfent  from  the  body^  are  ptefent  with  the 
Lord ;  and;whofe  flefh  doth  reft  in  hope  of  a  gloj^ao^ 
tefiirre£don,  when  foul  and  body  being  reunited;^  they 
Khali  be  received,  to  be  ever  with  the  Lord ! 

%j  Behold,  the  Lord  wiU  carry  tbee  away 
with  a  mighty  oyptivity,,  an4  wiU  fuj:dy  cover 
thee. 

tn  this  and  the  two  following  verfes,  is  denounced  the 
juft  judgment  which  God  had  determined  to  execute 
upon  this  treafurer  of  king  Hezekiah's  houfehold,  widi 
which  our  .prophet  was  ordered  to  aoquainthim  on  this 
occafiouw — '-^Though  thou,  O  mighty  man !  haft  faid^ 
in  the  hdight  of  thy  profperity,  I  fhall  never  be  mov- 
ed^ I  fliaU  never  fee  adverfity ;  and,  in  proof  that  fuch 
are  thy  fentiments,  thou  hsul  built  for  thyfelf  a  itiag* 
nificent  fepulcbre,  yet,  ere  long,  thou  (halt  be  convin* 
ced  of  thy  fatal  miftake.  The  Lord  aiTumes  the  pre- 
N)gative  of  puniihing  thee  according  to  thy  wicked- 
nefs^  whatevo-  part  men  may  perform  in  the  matter. 
The  righteous  Lord  declares,  that  he  will  carry  thee 
away  with  a  mfghty  capnvity,  which  thou  ihak  not 
be  able  to  refift,  and  which  thou  (halt  find  impoffible 
to  efcape«*-»-^-*^n^  will  furely  cover  tbee^  with  (hame 
and  reproach,  fo  that  thy  name,  which  thou  art  en* 
deavouring  ta  perpetuate  by  this  fplendid  monument, 
Ifaail  be  buried  in  obfcurity  and  contempt,  and  thou 
ih^it  be  neglected  and  forgotten.— *- When  the  wrath 
of  the  Almighty  goeth  forth  againft  a  man,  human 
power  cannot  retain  him  in  his  place.  Though  be 
may  feem  to  be  firmly  eftabli(hed  in  his  prelent  con- 
dition, yet  he  (hall  be  driven  as  chaff  or  duft  hefore 
the  wind,  from  the  po(&i&on  of  the  ri^ches,  4he  hof 

Vol.  II.  Mm  n^urs. 
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nours,  and  pleafures,  upon  which  he  greatly  ooted, 
and  on  account  of  which  he  was  much  admired.^ 
There  is  nothing -"in  this  wojld  but  may  quickly 
leave  us  ;  and,  though  our  prefent  enjoyments  may 
.be  continued,  we  may  fuddenly  be  difmifTed  from  the 
ftation  that  we  occupy,  and  our  circumftahces  be  eii« 
tirely  reverfed. 

1 8   He  will  furely  violently  turn  and  tofe 
thee,  like  a  ball  into  a  large  country  :  there  (halt 
thou  die,  and  there  the  chariots  of  thy  glory 
Jball  be  the  fhan^  of  thy  lord's  houfe.^ 

Our  prophet  proceeds  to  defcribe  the  deplorable 
condition  to  which  this  proud  profane  man  (hould  be 
reduced,  and  the  irrefi(Hble  judgments  wherewith 

he  was  to  be  feized. So  expreffive  and  forcible  are 

the  Hebrew  Words  here  ufed,  that  our  language  hardly 
admits  of  their  beinj;  literally  tranflated.  Word  for 
word  they  may  be  rendered.  In  toffing  he  will  tofs 
thee  wjth  a  toiling.  Shebna  was  not  fimply  told,  that 
he  was  to  be  tofled ;  but  he  was  informed,  that  this 
event  would  furely  and  inevitably  ha}q)en,  and  that 
he  fhould  be  violently  driven  from  place  to  place,  by 

fuch  a  mighty  force  as  he  could  not  withHand. 

This  is  illuilrated  by  a  fttiking  comparifon :  Like  a 
ball  into  a  large  country.  Almighty  God  would  drive 
him  from  his  place  with  as  great  vlQtencc  as  a  man 
doth  a  ball  which  he  ftrikes,  not  in  a  narrow  con- 
fined ]:^ce,  where  he  bath  not  room  to  exert, himfelf^ 
and  where  the  ball,  by  hitting  fbme  obje&,  may  foon 
]be  ftopt  in  its  progrefs— but  as  a  ball  in  a  large  coun- 
try, where  there  is  plentiful  fcope  for  it  in  every  di- 
redion  it  can  receive^  and  where,  being  toflisd  from 
hand  to  hand,  it  is  not  fuffered  to  be  at  reft.  In  this 
manner  the  Moft  High  was  to  tofs  the  treafurer  of 
king  Hezekiah's  houfehold,  and  to  drive  him  from 

his  office,  his  houfe,  and  his  country. ^Nettheir 

power  nor  dignity  can  fcreen  wicked  men  from  the 

wrath 
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ivratfa  of  the  Lord.  Thou  carrieft  them  aw^y,  faith 
MofeSy  as  an  overflowing  flood.  God  fendeth  upon 
them  violent  overwhelming  judgments,  which,  like  a 
great  inundation,  carry  all  before  them.  Of  this  a 
remarkable  inftance  lies  now  before  us. 

There  Jbali  thou  die ;  viz.  in  the  country  where 
he  was  to  be  in  exile,  probably  in  drcumftances  of 
meannefs  and  poverty,  forming  a  contraft  to  thofe 
which  he  once  enjoyed,  defpifed  and  contenmed  as 
much  as  ever  he  had  been  honoured  when  in  oflicemt 
court.  In  him  might  be  verified  the  words  of  upright 
Job,  ^  Men  fhall  clap  their  hands  at  him,  and  (hall 
*  hifs  him  out  of  his  place  * ;'  infulting  over  this 
haughty  vain-glorious  man,  and  his  downfal,  and 
treating  him  with  marks  of  difgrace.  All  men 
triumph  at  the  ruin  of  proud,  wicked,  great  men : 
even   the   righteous    rejoice   when    th|ey   fee   ven- 

Seance  executed  upon  them,  becaufe  one  great  ot^ 
:ru&ion  to  their  pestce  and  profperity  is  removed, 
the  righteoufnefs  of  God  is  manifefled  in  his  judg^ 
inents,  his  veracity  is  confirmed  in  executing  his 
threatenings,  and  fulfilling  the  defires  of  his  people, 
whilft  they  are  admonifhed  to  avoid  thofe  dangerous 
paths  wherein  others  have  fallen  and  perifhed.  '  Un- 
lels  our  rejoicing  at  the  fall  of  the  wicked,  is  improv- 
ed for  promoting  our  own  (leadfaftnefs,  our  rejoicing 

is  eviL -Another  circumflance  is  added  relative 

to  this  event,  which  is  alfo  worthy  of  attention : 

The  chariots  of  thy  glory  Jhall  be  the  Jhame  of  thy 
lortTs  houfe.  The  chariots  here  intended,  were  the 
fplendid  carriages  in  which  this  haughty  treafurer  was 
accuftomed  to  ride  with  great  pomp  and  magnificence, 
and  by  which  he  difcovered  his  exceffive  pride  and 
vanity.  Thef<^  chariots  were  to  become  the  fbame  of 
his  raafter*s  houfe.  Hezekiab,  who  now  fat  upon  the 
throne  of  Judah,  was  a  man  of  excellent  difpofitions,  • 
veil  affected  to  the  worihip  of  God,  and  therefore  he 

*  Jgi|>  xxyIu  23. 

would 
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Would  doubtlefs  encourage  tliofe  who  were  religious. 
Shetoa,  with  feme  others  of  a  different  defcription^ 
who  probably  were  the  Tervants  of  hi$  father  Ahaa, 
Continued  in  o6ke  for  a  confiderable  time  after  this 

food  prince  eointhenced  his  reign.  By  the  trea* 
Iter's  expulfion  from  his  elevated  ilation^  and  hisr, 
difgraceful  exile  in  a  foreign  country^  fome  reproach^ 
6r  odium,  was  ta  be  brought  on  his  matter's  houfe. 
Meh  might  fay,  on  hearing  or  ^etng  bis  diigrace  an^ 
iiftimy,  Is  this  the  man  who  was  treafurer  to  kki^ 
Hezekiab^  who  ufed  to  ride  in  his  chariot  with  a 
great  retmue  ?  his  wicked  condu&,  and  reverfed  con-., 
dition,  are  a  flnme  to  that  prince*— ^-t'Hov^  miferable. 
art  thofe  who,  inftead  of  being  lamented  and  fympa- 
thized  with  in  the  day  of  theit  calamity,  die  oi^re*. 
gretted,  and  are  as  it  were  jeered  out  of  the  world 
mto  the  prdence  of  that  God,  who  hath  faid,  ^  Hd 
^  will  mbck  when  their  fear  cometh  is  defohttton, 
^  and  their  deftrq£Hon  as  a  whirlwind !'  Aswewotild 
avoid  ignominy,  and  becoming  a  reproach  to  out 
Lord^s  houfe,  le^  us  beware  of  degrading  ourfelves  by 
ading  unwotthy  of  our  profefSosi.  He  alone  who^ 
truly  bbnour^th  God,  is  worthy  of  being  honoured 
bv  men ;  and  he  only  aright  fuftains  reproach,  who^ 
views  it  as  the,  confequence  of  his  neglefUng  to  ho* 
Aour  God  as  he  requires* 

ig  And  I  will  drive  thee  from  thy  ftation^ 
and  from  thy  ftate  ihall  he  pull  thee  down. 

^  In  thefe  words,  the  puniOiment  to  be  inflided  upon 
Shebna  is  more  particularly  defcribed. — r—To  make 
way  for  the  advancement  of  Eliakim,  pur  pro- 
phet declares  in  the  name  of  the  Lord  of  hofts^  that 
this  treafurer  was  to  be  deprived  of  the  honourable 
poft  which  he  now  held,  and  that  he  &ou)d  be  di- 
vetted  of  his  (haraSer  of  prime  minifter  of  ftate.  In 
this  exalted  ftation  he  had  probably  been  confirmed 
))y  means  of  the  riches  he  had  acquired,  and  the  con- 

pedioi^ 
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ieGtions  he  had  formed ;  and  ftortx  thrs  refpefbbid 
office,  it  feeins,  he  could  not  eafily  be  difmifled.  A 
great  effort  was  tequifite  to  drive  him  from  his  fta- 
fion ;  ail  event  which  the  Almighty  informed  him  he 
would  certainly  accomplifh. — =— In  the  latter  part  of 
the  verie,  the  form  of  expre^on  is  elegantly  changed, 
from  the  firft  to  the  tliird  perfon ;  many  inftances  of 
which  occur  in  the  prophetic  writings  ^•— — fly  this 
prediAion  we  ^re  taught,  that  God  will  not  only  in^, 
fli&  divine  judgments  upon  nations,  but  upon  indivi- 
duals, however  high  their  rank,  who  a^  perfidiouflf 
in  thdjT  office,  and  employ  their  Influence  to  injure 
f  ^e  interefts  of  his  people :  and,  by  the  fpeedy  ac- 
compBfliment  of  what  is  here  foretold,  God  verified 
the  word  which  he  fpake  by  Ifaiah,  and  gave  a  ncM^ 
imd  ilriking  proof  of  the  divine  authority  whereby 
he  afied. 

20  IF  And  it  fhaH  come  to  pafs  In  that  &sy^ 
that  I  will  call  my  fervant  Eliakim  tha  fon  of 
]Hilkiah. 

At  the  time  when  Shebna  was  to  fall  into  difgractf, 
)ie  is  here  informed,  that  Eliakim  was  to  be  elevated 
to  his  dignity,  and  to  be  invefted  in  his  office. 
No  piece  of  mtelligence  could  have  been  more  fhock- 
ing  to  this  proud  and  arrogant  man,  than  that  which 
was  now  communicated  to  him.  Language  cannot 
defcribe  the  condition  in  which  he  now  felt  himfelf, 
tvhen  told,  that  he  was  to  be  deprived  of  his  high 
ftation,  to  be  banifhed  into  a  foreign  country,  and  t6 
die  in  mifery — ^and  that  Eliakim,  a  man  of  a  very 
different  defcription  from  him,  wats  to  fill  his  place. 
Difappointment,  vexation,  envy,  indignation,  with 
6ther  uneafy  paffions,  muft  have  alternately  operated 
in  his  mind,  and  made  him  feel  more  than  can  be 
fxpreffed.— Though  Eliakim,  which  fignifleS,  My 

*  See  I&uah  sxiir.  16. 

God 
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God  will  advance  me,  or  eftablifli  me  in  a  fure  place, 
was  a  name  frequent  among  the  Jews,  it  was  vnth 
peculiar  propriety  given  to  the  fon  of  Hilkiab,  who 
was  raifed,  by  divine  providence,  to  a  poft  of  great 
eminence.  Nothing  certain  can  now  be  faid  concern- 
ing this  illuftrious  perfon,  unlefs  what  is  learned  from 
this  pafTage  of  fcripture,  and  the  hiftory  of  Heze- 
kiah's  reign.  In  chap,  xxxvi.  3.  of  this  book,  he  is 
mentioned  as  a  man  of  diftinguilhed  rank,  who^  with 
Shebna  the  fcribe,  and  Joab  the  recorder,  was  dele- 
gated by  the  king  of  Judah  to  confer  with  Rabfhakeb, 
and  the  other  Aifyriaa  getierals,  as  to  the  ha^d  and 
iniquitous  demands  made  upon  Hezekiah  and  his 
people.  About  the  fame  time,  in  the  precarious  ftate 
of  public  affairs,  he  was  fent  by  that  upright  prince 
to  confult  with  Ifaiah,  to  requeft  his  prayers,  and  to 
get  from  him  what  information,  refpe^Ung  the  will  of 
God,  he  vtras  at  liberty  to  communicate.  From  thefe 
circumftances,  Elialum  feems  to  have  been  a  very  re- 
fpedable  man,  of  a  good  family,  one  who  had  got 

S;ood  education,  and  was  poffeffed  of  confideraJ^le 
earnings  for  he  underfteod  the  Syrian  as  well  as  the 
JewiOi  language.  He  appears  alfo  to'  have  been  a 
prudent  man,  of  amiable  difpofitions  and  manners^ 
and  a  devout  godly  perfon,  who  feared  the  Lord  above 
many;  an  eminent  fervant  of  God,  who  worflupped 
him,  and  obeyed  his  will.  His  humility,  benevo. 
Jence,  and  public  fpirit,  were  confpicuous  at  the  time 
of  the  Aflfyrian  invafion.  When  he  brought  from 
Rabfliakeh  the  haughty  meffage  which  he  carried  to 
king  Hezekiah,  he  appeared  with  his  clothes  rent ; 
and,  on  that  occafion,  after  the  example  of  his  fove<« 
reign,  he  put  on  fackcloth.  In  every  refped  he 
formed  a  perfe&  contrail  to  Shebna,  his  immediate 
predeceflbr,  in  the  office  of  treafurer  of  the  king^s 
houfehoid ;  and,  from  his  whole  charader,  we  con* 
elude,  that  he  mud  have  proved  a  fubftantial  blei&ng 

to  the  prince,  the  court,  and  the  people  of  Judah. 

Such  was  the  illuftrious  perfon,  whom  God  declared 
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by  Ifaiah,  that  he  would  call  to  fill  up  the  important 
office  occupied  by  Shebna.     By  the  fecret  powerful 
operation  of  his  providence,  he  would  qualify  this 
man  to  fill  the  high  office  for  which  he  was  defigned, 
and  fo  dired  the  counfels  of  king  Hezekiah,  that  he 
fhould  appear  to  that  monarch  the  mod  proper  perfon 
to  fupply  the  vacant  treafurerfhip,  and  that,  in*  pre- 
ference to  all  others,  he  (hould  be  promoted  to  this 
high  ftation.    Thus  did  God  quadify  and  appoint 
him  to  the  important  office  afligned  him  by  his 
prince«— — ^Let  us  carefully  attend  to  this  circum- 
ftance,  as  it  refpeds  ourfelves.    Are  we  called  of 
God  to  the  feveral  employments  in  which  we  are  en- 
gaged?   Hath  God,  in  nis  providence,  defigned  us 
for  the  ftatioti  that  we  occupy  ?  hath  he  fumifhed  us 
with  abilities  neceiTary  for  the  faithful  performance  of 
the  duties  connected  with  it  ?  and  hath  he  difpofed  us 
not  to  decline  the  fervice  he  allots  us,  as  did  Jonah ; 
nor  to  be  weary  of  the  difficulties  with  which^  at  par* 
ticttlar  times,  it  is  attended,  as  did  Jeremiah  ?  then 
may  we  hope,  that  God  hath  called  us  to  our  work, 
as  he  did  his  fervant  Eliakim  to  the  office  that  he 
filled  with  integrity  and  honour. 

2 1  And  I  will  clothe  him  wi^  thy  robe,  and 
ftrengthen  him  with  thy  girdle,  and  I  will  com- 
mit thy  government  into  his  hand,  and  he  (hall 
be  a  father  to  the  inhabitants  of  Jerufaiem,  and 
to  the  houfe  of  Judah. 

Our  prophet  proceeds  to  inform  Shebna,  of  the 
certain  elevation  of  Eliakim,  and  his  invefliture  in 
the  poit  of  honour  which  he  now  held. Accord- 
ing to  the  cuftom  of  the  Jewifli  nation,  there  was  a 
robe  which  belonged  to  the  tteafurer  of  the  houfe* 
hold,  wherein,  on  proper  occafions,  he  appeared,  as 
a  mark  of  dignity,  and  a  badge  of  office.  This  robct 
lUct  thofe  belonging  to  fome  other  offices,  might  pro- 
hably  be  very  rich  and  softly,  embroidered  with  gold, 

and 
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nA  ornamented  with  precious  ftones.  Witjh  t^is  robe^ 
tbai  now  belonged  to^^b'ebna  as  treaAirer,  God  dedspr^ 
ed  by  Ifaiah,  that  he  would  clothe  fiUakim^  plainly 
intiiaaUng  by  this  expr^effiouy  th{it  be  would  inveft 
tuirn  in  his  office  and  digtdty  h^-^^-^-^Jfid  ^finngtAen  bim 
V^itb  thy  gtrdUk  GircUes  tviere  andenitly  worn  by 
priefts  .and  |^qph0t$,  by  military  men^  and  the  people 
in  general,  m  thofe  countries  wber^  long  garmenfii 
were  in  ure4  A  fine  girdle,  mad^  of  cof()y  materials^ 
was,  it  feems,  another  badge  of  office.  'Which,  at  this 
time,  belonged  tp  Shebna :  this  girdle  God  declares^ 
he  would  transfer,  along  with  the  robe  above  men# 
tion^t  to  his  fervant  EUakim,  whom  he  was  to  put 
in  poffisffion  of  all  the  infignia  belonging  to  that  o£i 
fiC^^-^-^And  J  wiU  foenmit  iby  goverimni  wio  his 
hand.  Tlie  great  dignity  and  authority,  with  the  ex^ 
tenfive  iurifitidion  coi»nede4  with  the  treafurerfliip^ 
K^iere  wholly  to  devolve  upon  £liakim,  and  to  be  int^ 
trufted  in  his  hands :  and  all  the  important  advan* 
tages  in  which  it  invefted  him,  with  the  influence 
pf  /office,  were  to  be  employed  for  the  benefit  of  the 

people^ And  be  Jhall  be  a  father  to  the  inbakitam^ 

rfyeru/alem^  and  to  tbfi  houfe  of  Judab.  The  henevor 
lent  good  man  would  not  only  affift  his  prince  with 
falutary  counfel,  but,  having  the  welfare  c^  the  lang- 
dom  at  heart,  he  would  exercife  a  paternal  care  over 
the  people,  and  a&  toward  them  with  .the  affe^Hoft 
and  authority  of  a  parent.  Viewing. him  as  fts^ding 
conneded  in  this  relation  with  the  inhabitants  of  Jer 
rufalem,  he  would  take  care  to  have  all  their  neceffi- 
fies  fupplied,  and  to  have  them  furniihed  with  ufefiil 
inftru^ion  \  be  would  watch  over  their  interells  \  ht 
would  endeavour  to  proted  them  from  danger,  and 
to  affift  them  in  profecuting  their  bufineffi»  with  fuc* 
cefs.  He  would  realize,  in  his  condu&,  the  beautif- 
ful  charader  which  upright  Job  thus  defcribes :  ^I  pat 
^  on  rigbteoufnefs,  and  it  clothed  me ;  my  judgment 

*  was  as  a  robe  and  a  diadem.    I  was  eyes  to  the 

*  blind,  wd  feet  was  I  to  the  lame.    I  was  ja  hthex 

^  ^to 
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^  to  the  poor ;  and  the  caufe  which  I  knew  not,  I 
*  fearched  out  */  n  '  Robes  and  girdles  are  only  tx* 
temal  ornaments,  the  appendages  of  high  ranj^,  and 
the  badges  of  office,  which  ferve  to  attrad  the  admi- 
ration of  the  muhitude,  to  command  refped,  and  to 
diftinguifli  thofe  who  wear  them  from  thofe  over 
whom  they  prefide.  Piety,  benevolence,  and  goo^ 
Condu£k,  paternal  foUcitude,  friendly  offices,  and 
ftrong  exertions  for  the  benefit  of  the  people,  are  the 
bed  diflin£Uons  which  great  officers,  in  the  fervice  of 
their  country,  can  po0efs.  Ye  great  men,  hearken 
to  the  ftill  fmall  voice  that  is  direded  to  you  from 
afer :  imitate  Eliakim ;  ^nd  let  us  have  the  pleafure 
of  feeipg  in  your  conduct,  the  amiable  excellencies 
gnd  virtues  which  adorned  this  illu{lripi,i^  Ghara£l;er, 
highly  worthy  of  your  attention.  If appy  the  trea- 
furer  who  afts  i,he  part  of  a  parent  toward  the  people } 
happy  the  city  and  nation  who  hjkve  fuch  a  treafurer 
%s  Eliakim  over  the  king'%  hpufehokU 

'  t22  And  thfi  key  of  the  hpufe  of  David  ynll  I 
lay  upon  his  fhoulder :  fo  he  ihall  open,  and 
none  fh^ll  fhut }  an4  1iq  ihall  flxut,  aiid  none 
ihall  open^ 

In  this  verfe,  the  prophet  more-  fiilly  explains  io 
what  manner  Eliakim  ihould  be  invefted  in  his  new 
office,  and  how  he  was  to  zQt  in  that  honourable  fta« 

tion* ^At  his  inauguration,  be  was  to  ceceiye  all 

the  infignia  belonging  to  the  poft  to  which  he  waft 
promoted.  Befide  ihi'.  robe  and  the  girdle,  a  key  was 
to  be  laid  upon  his  fhoulder,  or  the  image  of  a  key 
was  to  be  emb|roidered  upon  the  flioulder  of  his  coat, 
as  another  badge  of  his  office.  In  this  mode  of  in* 
veftitore»  there  i&  an  obvious  allufion  to  the  pradice 
of  admitting  perfons  into  families  to  a^  in  the  cha- 
tader  of  fbewards,  who  receive  the  keys,  whereby  they 

♦  Jpbxxix.  i4».^i>  ^P^ 

Vot,  II,  N  n 
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are  to  open  and  (hut  thd  apartments  in  which  the  va-^ 
rious  articles  of  proviHon  are  depofited  for  the  ufe  of' 
the  houfehold.    The  key  was  the  enfign  of  the  im- 

Eortant  truft,  and  extenfive  power,  confened  upon 
im,  by  his  preferment  to  be  treafur^  to  the  king  of 
Judah ;  and  his  family,  which  is  here  called  the  houfe 
of  David,  in  as  much  as  he  was  lineally  defcended 
from  that  illuftrious  prince.  The  key  bemg  laid  upon 
Eliakim's  ihoulder  might  intimate,  that  the  truft  and 
power  wherewith  he  was  invefted  was  a  heavy  bur-, 
den,  which  required  great  prudence,  integrity,  and^ 
fortitude,  to  fuftain  with  honour  to  himfelf  and  his 
royal  mafter.     As  a  key  ferves  to  opep  and  ihut,  te, 

irive  accefs  to  the  hpufe  or  apartment  to  which  it  be- 
ongs,  or  to  exclude  from  them,  fo  the  key  of  the 
houie  of  David  laid  upon  Eliakim,  fignified  the  power 
committed  tP  him  of  adminiftering  the  government^ 
of  managing  the  dpmeftic  and  public  affairs  of  the 
kingdom  pf  Judah, 

So  hejhall  operij  and  none  Jball  jbut ;  and  bejhalljhuf^ 
and  none/hall  open,  in  confequence  of  his  promotion^ 
none  (hall  be  able  to  counterad  what  he  doth ;  he 
fliall  abafe  one,  and  exalt  another :  he  (hall  enjoy  tbp 
exclufive  privilege  of  admitting  proper  perfons  into 
the  royal  prefence,  and  of  keeping  out  the  unworthy. 
All  inferior  officers  were  to  be  fubje£k  to  the  control 
of  this  faithful  prudent  minifter,  aiid  to  receive,  therr 
orders  from  him.  The  treafury,  with  the  filver  and 
gold  which  were  therein  depofited ;  the  arfenal,  with 
all  the  military  (lores  which  it  contained  \  the  houfe- 
hold, and  all  the  (lores  which  belonged  to  it,  were  to 
be  under  his  direflion,  and  entirely  at  his  difpofal. 
All  thefe  he  was  to  open  and  (hut  at  pleafure,  as  be' 
apprehended  neceffity  or  propriety  required.— -—In 
allufion  to  what  is  here  (aid  concerning  Eliakim^  oar 
blefled  Saviour  told  the  apoffle  Peter,  after  having  made 
the  noble  confeflion,  that  he  was  Chrift,  the  Son  of  the 
living  God,  ^  I  will  give  unto  thee  the  keys  of  the 
5  kingdom  of  heaven:  and  whatfoever  thou  (halt  bind 

*  ou 
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*  911  earth,  (hal)  be  bound  in  tieaveii ;  and  whatfoever 

*  thou  flialt  loofe  on  earth,  fhall  be  loofed  in  heaveii  *J 
The  meaning  oJF  this  declaration  feems  to  be,  that,  af- 
ter his  afcenlion  into  glory,  he  would  give  the  apoftle 
ability  and  commiffion  to  explain  the  gofpel,  which 
unfolds  to  view  the  celeftial  kingdom  of  God,  the 
treafures  of  divine  grace,  and  the  glorious  preroga- 
tives belonging  to  thofe  who'  are  admitted  into  it* 
Then  he,  with  his  fellow-apoftles,  were  to  be  endowed 
with  power  from  on  high,  to  open  the  door  of  faith, 
firft  to  the  Jews,  and  then  to  the  Gentiles ;  to  de- 
clare to  the  church  what  is  lawful  and  unlawful, 
what  is  commanded,  and  what  is  forbidden.— —-A$ 
good  ftewards  of  the  manifold  grace  of  Cod,  let  us 
roimfte¥  the  fame  one  to  another.  From  the  benefi-^ 
cent  Lord  of  all,  every  man  hath  received  fome  gift, 
by  which  he  may  be  enabled  to  advance  the  good  o£ 
others.  To  fome  he  hath  given  riches,  to  others  au- 
thority ;  to  fomq  learning,  to  others  eloquence ;  to 
fome  wifdom,  and  to  others  flrength.  Every  man 
hath  received  fome  talent :  no  tnan  is  entrufted  with 
every  talent*  As  in  nature,  where  nothing  is  alto- 
gether ufelefs,  and  nothing  felf-fufficient,  fo  it  is  among 
mankind.  This  confideration  ought  to  preferve  the 
meaneft  from  difcontent,  and  the  greateJfl  from  pride  ; 
and  excite  us  to  the  diligent  improvement  of  wliat  we 
have  received^  We  are  not  proprietors  $  we  are  only 
ftewards,  who  ought,  with  prudence,  fidelity,  and  di- 
ligence, to  employ  all  the  talents  with  which  we  are 
intruded,  for  the  good  of  the  houfehold,  and  the  ho« 
nour  of  our  Mailer  in  heaven. 

* 

23.  And  I  will  faften  him  as  a  nail  in  a  fare 
place ;  and  he  4hall  be  for  a  glorious  throne  to 
his  father's  houfe. 

The  (lability  and  glory  that  Eliakim  was  to  acquire, 
in  the  enjoyment  of  his  elevated  ilation,  are  here  fore- 

•  Matth.  xvi.  19. 

told. 
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told.  ■  ■  'As  It  is  difficult  to  obtain  a  poft  of  cthi- 
nence^  atid  to  fuftain  the  labours  aird  cares  conneded 
ttrith  pbces  of  honour  and  truft,  fo  it  is  no  lefs  diffi- 
cult to  retain  them  ivith  fidelity  and  reputation. 
Shebna  was  informed^  that  Eliakim  (hould  not  only 
fucteed  Mm  in  the  office  of  treafurer  which  he  now 
held,  but  that,  after  his  preferment,  he  was  not,  like 
his  predeceflfor,  to  fall  into  difgrace,  but  to  be  efta-^ 
biifhed,  in  his  high  ftation,  with  equal  firmnefs  as  a 
nail  that  ts  driven  into  folid  timber,  where  it  remains 
hntriovable.  Nails,  vou  know,  ferve  for  two  pur- 
pofes ;  namely,  to  fiaiuen  togethet  the  fevetal  parts  of 
which  pieces  of  complicated  workmanHiip  are  com- 
pbfed;  and  to  fupport  the  different  articles  of  houfe<* 
hold-fbrhiture.  that  are  hung  Upon  them.  In  allu<* 
fibn  to  thefe  ufes  to  which  nails  are  applied^  g^^sit 
ftatefinen  are  elegantly  compared  to  them,  becattfe 
fbey  unite  and  ftrengtheh  th^  yarious  parts  of  Irhtch 
die  empire  is  conftituted,  and  give  them  fitmnefs  and 
ft  ability.  Thiey  are  alfo  the  means  and  inftrtiments 
of  fupporting  thofe  in  lower  ftations,  who  depend 
Upon  them  tor  aid  and  affiftance*  This  metaphor 
was  employed  by  Ezra  the  fcribe,  in  the  humble  con- 
feifion  that  he  made  before  God,  when  recomiting 
the  benefits  which  the  Lord  had  conferred  upon  his 
countrymen :  *  And  now  (faid  he)  for  a  Rttte  fpace 

*  ^race  hath  been  fhewed  from  the  Lord  our  God,  to 
/  leave  us  a  remnant  to  efcape,  and  to  give  us  a  hail 

*  in  his  holy  place  * ;'  i.  e.  a  fettled  fixed  refidcnce. 
The  expreffion  here'  ufed  concerning  Eliakim,  may 
import,  that  God  would  fo  eftablim  him  in  the  ho- 
nourable  office  in  which  he  was  to  be  invefted,  that 
he  fhould  hsive  a  fixed  permanent  pofleffion  of  it,  like 
^  nail  that  hath  been  driven  4nto  a  fure  place,  from 
which  i(  cannot  eafily  be  removed^-that,  m  this  higb 
ftation,  he  was  to  be  the  inftrument  of.  uniting  and 

•  Eira  ii.  8. 

ftrengtlw 
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ftrengthening  the  nation,  and  giving  fupport  to  tliofe 
who  depended  upon  iiim. 

And  be  /ball  be  for  a  ghrious  throne  to  his  father*  f 
houfe*  Though  a  nail  fattened  in  a  fure  place,  was  a 
jaft  emblem  of  the  ftabiiity  that  EHakim  fliould  enjoy, 
in  the  poft  of  honour  to  which  he  was  to  be  promot- 
ed, yet  there  being  nothing  grand  or  magnificent  in 
this  fimilitude,  a  beautiful  defcription  is  fubjoined, 
ef  the  diftinguiihed  dignity,  and  extenfive  utility,  of 
this  faithful  ti^eafurer.  The  language  is  highly 
figuratiTe,  and  exceeding  emphatical*  intimating, 
that,  by  his  wife  and  upright  adminiftradon,  he 
ihould  prove  as  great  an  honour  and  ornament  to  his 
Cither's  fiaimily,  a^  a  fplendid  throne  is  to  the  prince 
who  is  feated  upon  it.  In  confequence  of  his  efta« 
bfifliment  and  fidelity  in  the  important  office  formerly 
held  by  Shebna,  the  friends  and  conne£lions  of  Elia- 
kim  were  to  be  raifed  to  refpedable  ftations,  and  lu- 
crative employments. Behold,  God  exalteth  by 

his  power !  by  his  invifible  providence,  he  pulls  down 
one^  and  raifeth  another  up ;  and  eftabliiheth  him  ivk 
the  Aire  pofleflion  of  the  honour  and  influence  to 
which  he  is  advanced.  We  often  difcern  not  the 
reafons  of  fuch  elevation,  nor  perceive  the  ends  which 
are  thereby  to  be  accomptifhed.  In  fuch  inftances, 
let  us  adore  the  great  Difpofer  of  all  perfons  and 
events,  who  doth  in  the  armies  of  heaven,  and  among 
the  inhabitants  of  the  earth,  whatever  pleafeth  him.^ 
And  let  tbbfe  who  are  advanced  to  ftations  of  diftin- 
guifhed  eminence  remember,  that  it  is  their  glory, 
next  to  promoting  the  public  good,  to  provide  for 
their  connections  and  dependents,  who  need  and  de- 
ferve  their  affiftance. 

24  And  they  fhall  hang  upon  him  all  the 
glory  of  his  father's  houfe,  the  ofFspring  and 
the  iflue,  all  veffels  of  fmall  quantity :  from  the 
veffels  of  cups,  even  to  all  the  veffels  of  flagons. 

The 
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The  fubjed  introduced  in  the  precedi/ig  verfe,  id 

here  amplified  and  illuftrated. In  allufion  to  the 

metaphor  ufed  in  the  a  3d  verfe,  the  inTpired  \7ritet 
more  fully  explains  the  extenfive  good  tffeQ^  which 
were  to  refult  from  the  predided  promotion.  The 
whole  family  of  Hilkiah  were  to  reap  benefit  from 
Eliakim's  preferment:  on  his  power  and  influence 
their  hopes  were  to  be  fufpended;  and  their  fu^ 
ture  advancement  depended  entirely  on  his  elevation* 
By  an  elegant  figure,  the  meaning  of  which  is  eafy 
to  be  uiiderftood,  it  is  declared,  that  he  (hould  fuftain 
all  the  glory,  opulence,  and  fplendot,  of  his  father's 
houfe.  All  his  kinfmen  and  relations,  tvho  had  been 
occupied  in  the  lower  fpheres  of  life,  were,  through 
the  favour  and  influence  of  this  worthy  treafurer,  to 
be  advanced  to  more  refpeckable  places  and  employ-* 

ments. Tbe  offspring  and  the  ijfue^  may  denote  thd 

fons  and  daughters,  the  children  and  grandchildren^ 
of  the  family.  All  vejfels  of/mall  quantity  ;  thofe  of 
lefler  abilities,  and  meaner  occupations.  From  th^ 
vejfels  of  cupSy  even  to  all  the  vejfels  ofjlagons.  Perfons 
of  all  capacities,  whether  great  or  fmall,  were  to  be 
employed  in  bufinefles  highly  beneficial  to  the  ftat^^ 
and  to  themfelves.  The  words  clearly  enough  im-> 
port,  that  Eliakim's  being  eftabliflied  in  the  office  of 
treafurer,  (hould  be  the  means  of  raifing  his  father's 
family^  even  from  the  greateft  to  the  leafl  of  them, 
to  a  fiourifliing  profperous  condition. ^This  bene- 
volent man  viewed  preferment  and  power  in  a  proper 
light,  as  only  valuable  on  account  of  the  opportuni- 
ties which  they  aflforded  of  doing  good,  and  ferving 
the  interefts  of  fociety •  What  a  fubftantial  ^  bleffing 
would  he  be,  not  only  to  his  friends,  but  to  the  whole 
kingdom  of  Judah!  He  would  be  a  father  to  the 
orphan :  he  would  give  bread  to  the  hungry,  raiment 
to  the  naked,  inftrudion  to  the  ignorant,  and  fupport 
to  the  deftitute  and  infirm.  Confcious  integrity,  ex- 
tenfive ufefulnefs,  and  a  uniform  attachment  to  good- 
nds  and  righteoufnefs,  would  fill  his  mind  with  agree- 
able 
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able  ferenity,  when,  after  a  long  fuccefsful  admini- 
(Iration,  he  would  refign  his  office,  with  words  fimilar 
to  thofe  of  the  venerable  prophet  Samuel :  ^  Behold^ 
^  here  I  am,  witnefs  againft  me  before  the  Lord,  and 
<  before  his  anointed :  whom  have  1  defrauded  I  qx 
t  ijirhom  have  I  opprdTed  •,* 

25  In  that  day,  faith  the  Lord  of  hods, 
fhall  the  nail  that  is  faftened  in  the  fure  place, 
be  removed,  and  be  cut  down  and  fall ;  and  the 
burden  that  was  upon  it  Ihall  be  cut  off;  for  the 
Lord  hath  fpoken  //.. 

In  thefe  words,  our  prophet  concludes  the  predfc* 
tion  concerning  Eliakim,  and  confirms  the  fentence 

which  he  delivered  concerning  Shebna. In  that 

day^  wherein  the  above  prophecy  fhall  be  fulfilled — 
faith  the  L$rd  ofhojts^  who  will  accomplifh  it  in  due 
S^on-'^jhall  the  nail  that  is  fajlened  in  a  fure  place : 
Shebna,  who  hath  long  been  firmlv  fixed  in  the 
office  of  treafurer,  fhall  be  removed  from  his  cbnfpi- 
cuous  (larion — and  be  cut  down  and  fall  fuddenly,  like 

a  tree  that  is  felled. And  the  burden  that  was  upon 

ft  fhall  be  cut  cff.  The  enormous  weight  of  dependents^ 
who  had  been  fupported  by  Shebna,  were  to  be  ex« 
eluded  from  the  places  that  they  enjoyed,  and  the  ho- 
nours to  which  they  had  been  advanced.  The  whole 
fa&ion,  conneded  with  that  minifter,  were  to  be  de- 
prived of  the  offices  which  they  held,  to  make  rooih 

for  the  friends  of  Lliakim. ^To  give  certainty  and 

(lability  to  this  prophecy,  it  concludes  with  thefe 

folemn  words.   For  the  Lord  hath  fpoken  it. 

Though  hiftory,  fo  far  as  I  know,  is  filent  as  to  the 
remarkable  event  foretold  in  the  verfes  we  have  now 
been  confidering,  yet  the  circumflances  mentioned 
are  exceeding  natural,  and  fuited  to  the  time  in  which 
|iezekiah  fat  upon  the  throne  of  Judah.    This  pro- 

*  I  SaoL  xii.  3* 

phecy. 
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phecy,  I  fuppofe,  was  literally  fulfilled,  by  the  dif« 
inifEon  of  Shebna  frc»n  the  office  of  treafuirer,  and 
his  expulfion  from  Judea  into  a  foreign  country^ 
3«rhere  he  clofed  his  life  in  ignominy  and  difgrace ; 
and  the  promotion  of  Eliakivi  to  that  important 
office,  which  he  held  at  the  time  the  king  of  Aifyria 
fent  his  generals^  with  a  great  hoft,  againft  Jerufalem  *. 
'At  that  period,  he  enjoyed  all  that  autho^ty  ^nd  dig- 
pity  affigned  him  by  our  prophet. 

Thj^  fcheme  of  fcriptural  prophecy  extends  thrpugl^ 
;stU  ttgesj  and  is  fo  admhrabiy  contrived,  as  to  adum^ 
brate  fqture  and  more  illuftrious  events,  by  preceding 
and  l^fs  important  tranla^ions.  This  circumftance,^ 
w^ich  fiiews  the  harmony  and  coane&ion  of  the^ 
whole  plai^,  could  only  be  fignified  in  9  mode  of  lan- 
guage that  contra&ed  and  enlarged  it&lf  as  the  occa- 
£ion  re(|uired.  Such  is  the  Angular  prpperty  of  the. 
fymbplic  ftyle  ufed  by  the  prophets,  that,  whilft  it 
adapts  itfelf  to  fi^bjeds  lefs  gonfiderable,  which  if  en- 
nobles, it  exhibits  greater  fubje&s,  whi^  it  doth  no^ 
disfigyre^  Methinks  that  I  perceive^  fom^wbat  greater 
and  more  fublime  in  this  prophecy,  than  the  events^ 
by  which  it  was  literally  accojnpliflied,  to  which  the 
writer^  of  the  New  Teftament  turn  our  attention.  la 
the  Epiftle  which  our  Lord  Jefus  Chrift  diEe£):ed  his: 
fervant  John  to  write  to  the  church  of  Philadelphia,, 
he  aflumes  to  himfelf  the  charader  attributed  tq  £lia*. 
kirn :  '  He  that  hath  the  key  of  David,  he  that  open- 
'  eth,  and  no  man  (hutteth;  and  fiiulteth^  and  na 
^  man  openeth  f .'  In  the  parable  he  delivered  concern- 
ing the  unjuft  fteward,  recorded  in  the  fizteenth 
jchapter  of  Luke,  what  is  written  in  the  fecond  verfe 
bath  fome  refemblance  to  the  threatening  daiouQced 
j^gainft  Shebna.  From  thefe  and  other  paflages  that 
plight  be  mentioned,  Shebna  may  be  confidered  as 
an  emblem  of  the  rulers  and  chief  men  of  the  Jewifli 
nation,  toward  the  conclufion  of  the  former  difpenfa** 

*  See  2  Kings  xviiu  J7»  x8.  f  Rev.  iii.  7. 

tion^ 
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tion,  many  of  whom  were  impious  and  profane. 
Like  him,  they  difcovered  intolerable  pride  and  arro- 
gance, they  contemned  the  awful  jndgments  with 
^hich  they  were  threatened,  they  promifed  them- 
felves  continuance  in  profperity,  and  eredled  monu- 
ments to  perpetuate  their  memory.  Notwithftandtng^ 
they  were  violently  removed  from  their  high  ftations, 
they  were  divefled  of  their  honour  and  authority,  and 
were  driven  from  the  land  of  Judea  to  wander  in  fo- 
reign countries,  i^rhere  they  ignominioully  perifbed. 
In  the  mean  time,  God  was  gracioufly  pleafed  to  raife 
up  the  true  Eliakim»  his  righteous  fervant,  whom  he 

'  invefted  with  fupreme  authority  over  the  houfe  of 
David,  his  chofen  people.  Being  folemnly  confecrated 
to  the  very  important  charge  of  managing  all  the  con- 
cerns of  hia  houfe,  ^  a  ion,  he  was  faithful  in  aU 
things.  He  was  clothed  with  the  robe  of  righteouf- 
ae(s,  and  girde4  with  the  girdle  of  liaithfulnef^ ;  aad 
into  liiis  hands  all  power  in  heaven  and  iii  earth  was 
committeti,  that  he  might  b^  a  father  to  his  people, 
9nd  ^rant  them  fafety,  profperity,  and  confolation. 
On  him  ^<re  beii^owed  all  the  eniigns  of  univerfal 
govemmeiu.  He  opens  to  himfelf  the  hearts  of  the 
chifdren  of  men::  he  opens  that  door  whereby,  if  any 
man  enter  in,  he  (hall  find  reft  to  his  foul.  He  hath 
the  key  of  the  invifible  w:orld,  opening  where  no  man. 

'  can  fhut,  and  fhutting  where  no  man  can  open.  'He 
is  firmly  eftabliflij^d  ha  the  government' of  the  churciv 
and  kingdom  of  God.   He  is  at  once  its  ornjtiQ^t,  its 

8 lory,  its  builder,  the  foundation,  and  chief  comer- 
one,  that  communicates  bQauty,hono^ir,and  ftrength, 
to  every  individual  of  whiqh  it  is  compofed*  He  ex- 
alts his  friends  to  the  higheft;  dignity  i  and  on  him 
they  ail  depend  for  the  continuax^e  of  all  the  bleflings 
they  enjoy.  Every  pre^'ogative,  from  the  lead  to  the 
greateft,  flows  from  him  to  the  church;  every  tongue 
^onfefleth  him ;  all  acceptable  prayers  are  offered  ia 
bis  name ;  every  duty  is  performed  through  his  grace ;, 
%nd  complete  falvatibn  is  to  be  expected  from  the 
ypL.  II.  Q.o  tatnk 
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Vierit  of  his  obedience.  What  ample  ground  of  de« 
irottt  meditation  is  here  fuggefted !  in  which  thefe  few 
bints  mar^  through  the  divine  bleffing,  afford  jot\ 
ibme  aiBitance«—Tr— Almighty  God,  our  heavenly  Fa* 
ther,  who  haft  exalted  J^us  Chrift  to  be  Head  over 
all  things  tQ  thy  church,,  grant  unto  us,  thy  unworthy^ 
Servants,  thy  holy  Spirit,  and  enxichu^ig  bleffine*  along 
trith  thy  good  word,  that  it  may  brmg  forth  in  usi 
the  fruits  of  holinefs  and  righteoufhefs,  to  thy  honour 
9nd  gloiv,  through  oiir  only  Mediator,  Jefus  Qhriii 
pur  liordii    * 


?R£LlMLt 


Preliminary  OBSERvAtioks. 

THE  eighth  difcourfe,  comprehended  in  the  fecdnd 
part  of  Uaiah^s  prophecies,  on  which  ^  now 
enter,  unfolds  the  future  fortunes  of  Tyre,  ia  citjf 
which,  at  the  time  thefe  predidions  wete  deliyerecU 
was  renowned  for  its  ftrength,  riches,  and  beauty^ 
The  citizens,  enjoying  a  very  extenfive  and  lucrativa 
trade,  were  immened  in  luxury  and  diffipation,  and 
dated  with  the  many  important  advantages  which 
they  poffi9ffed.  Whilft  our  prophet  was  employed  by 
the  holy  Spirit,  to  announce  the  divine  judgnientt 
with  which  the  nations,  furrounding  Jiidea,  were  td 
be  vifited,  we  cannot  be  furprifed  to  obferve,  that  he 
did  not  omit  the  Tynans.  Looking  forward  by  tht 
fpirit  of  prophecy,  he  beheld  that  proud  and  Iportive 
city  befiwed  and  vanquiihed  by  its  enemies ;  and  the 
report  of  the  conqueft,  having  quickly  reached  th^ 
ciAoiues  which  they  had  planted,  and  the  cities  con^i 
tieded  with  them  by  commerce,  he  exhorts  them^ 
as  if  prefent,  to  mourn  and  lament.  He  clearly  fereu 
tds  the  heavy  calamities  with  which  the  fupreme  Go^* 
▼emor  of  the  univerfe  would  punifh  them,  by  meant 
of  the  Chaldeans ;  which  fhould  be  fo  mitigated,  at 
the  elapfe  of  feventy  years,  that  the  place  was  to  be 
reftored  to  its  former  power  and  grandeur,  and  the 
kingdom  of  God  to  be  there  eftablifhed.  This  is  the 
fubje£k  of  the  following  difcourfe,  which  is  no  left 
beantifuUy  difcuffed  than  thofe  that  preceded  it,  ini 
feems  to  have  been  primarily  addrefied  to  the  Tyrianc 
themfelves.— — From  feveral  circumftances  that  are 
here  mentioned,  it  feems  probable,  that  this  prophecy 
was  delivered  about  the  .third  year  of  Hezekiab's 
rdgn,  whilft  Tyre  was  in  a  flourifhing  condition* 
Like  thofe  which  we  have  already  confidered,  it  is  in* 
tended  to  (hew,  that  the  God  of  Ifrael  is  the  almighty 
Governor  of  the  world,  who  perfe£tly  knows  all  the 
contingent  events  of  futurity,  fome  of  which  he  acci> 

ratelf 
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rately  delineated  by  his  fervants  the  prophets  long  be* 
fore  they  came^to  pafs — ^to  gain  attentioo,  and  con-» 
ciliate  refpeft  to  the  miniflers  of  the  word  of  God ;  and 
to  flieWy  that  our  prophet,  in  particular,  was  divinely 
infpired«— and  t6  demonftrate  the  righteoufnefs  of  Je- 
hovah, in  the  difpenfations  of  his  providence,  to 
whi<;h  we  ought  carefully  to  attend.  All  the  divine 
decrees  are  the  determinations  of  infinite  wifdom  and 
equity ;  and  therefore  the  execution  of  them  is,  in 
fcripture*  fometimes  called  judgment*  The  inha- 
bitants of  Tyre,  by  their  pride  and  arrogance,  their 
luxury  and  wantonnefs,  by  their  jenvy  at  the  people 
of  God,  the  joy  which  they  exprefled  at  the  defola«fc 
tion  of  Jerufalem,  and  their  other  crimes,  brought 
upon  themfelves  the  calamities  which  are  here  fore- 
told. By  the  promife  of  mercy,  virith  whidi  the  pro^ 
phecy  concludes,  the  myftery  dF  the  calling  of  the 
Gentiles,  to  the  participation  of  the  privileges  of  the 
|;ofpel,  was  in  fome  mcafure  unfolded.— ^— Alter  the 
infcription,  (he  prophecy  naturally  divides  itfelf  into 
two  parts.  The  firft  .includes  the  judicial  purpoie  of 
God  concerning  Tyre,  the  reafons  on  which  it  was 
founded,  and  the  inftruments  by  which  it  was  to  be 
executed,  ver.  i. — 14.  The  fecond  gives  aflurance, 
that  the  divine  judgments  were  to  be  greatly  mode* 
rated }  that  the  delolation  of  Tyre  was  to  be  confined 
within  the  fpace  of  feventy  years,  after  which  the 
city  was  a^ain  to  flouriih  with  its  former  fplendor^ 
and  the  citizens  to  be  called  to  the  fervice  of  the 
living  God,  to  whofe  honour  their  riches  were  to  be 
confecrated,  ver  1 5.  to  the  end« ' 
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THE  burden  of  Tyre.  Howl,  ye  fhips  of 
Tarfhiih.;  for  it  is  laid  wafte,  Tq  that  there 
is  no  houfe,  no  entering  in :  from  the  land  of 
Chittira  it  is  revealed  to  them. 
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The  burden  of  Tyre :  the  oracle  concerning  Tyre,- 
which  predi&ed  the  aw&l  judgments  that  God  pur- 
pofed  to  infli^  on  that  city,  as  the  juft  punifhment  of 
Its  tranfgreffions.'— : — ^Tyre,  the  fubjeA  of  this  pro-^ 
phecy,  was  a  city  of  great  renown  through  the  whole 
world,  and  o£no  fmall  celebrity  among  geographical 
and  hiftorical  writers.  It  was.  remarkable  for  an- 
tiquity:  feme  writers  having  been  of  opinion,  that  it 
was  built  by  Tyrus,  one  of  the  fons  of  Japhet,  foon 
after  the  flood ;  and  others  having  aflerted,  that  its 
foundations  were  laid  by  the  Zidonians.  Whoever 
were  the  builders,  it  was  certainly  one  of  the  mod 
ancient  and  mod  celebrated  cities  of  Phcenicia,  be* 
ing  £unous  for  its  extenfive  commerce,  its  wifdom, 
riches,  and  beauty,  and  the  numerous  colonies  which 
were  planted  by  its  inhabitants.  It  was  ftrongly  built, 
and  fortified  upon  an  ifland,  near  feven  hundred  paces 
diftant  from  the  continent,  about  three  or  four  hun- 
dred years  before  the  temple  of  Jerufalem.  It  wad 
furrouhded  by  a  ftrong  wall^  one  hundred  and  fifty 
feet  high,  which  was  waflied  by  the  fea;  and  far  fur- 
paflfed,  in  grandeur,  power,  and  opulence,  the  city 
of  the  lame  name,  which  ftood  at  no  great  diftance 
from  it  on  the  mainland.  Its  advantageous  fituation^ 
and  the  induftry  of  the  people,  raifed  it  to  the  fove- 
reignty  of  the  feas ;  and  rendered  it  the  centre  of  all 
the  trade  canied  on  from  the  extreme  parts  of  Ara- 
bia, India,  and  Perlia,  to  the  weftern  coafts;  and 
from  Scythia,  and  the  northern  countries,  to  Egypt 
and  Ethiopia,  toward  the  fouth.  All  nations  contri- 
buted toward  the  increafe  of  its  riches,  magnificence, 
and  power.  It  was  governed  by  its  own  monarchs : 
and  among  its  kings  was  -  Hiram,  who  loved  David, 
king  of  Ifrael ;  and  who  furnifhed  his  fbn  Solomon 
with  cedars,  for  buildmg  the  temple  of  Jerufalem. 
Of  this  renowned  city,  this  prophecy  foretels  die  fu- 
ture fortunes. 

Howl^  ye  Jhips  of  Tarjhijh.  This  prophecy,  as  well 
as  the  otners  delivered  by  our  prophet,  is  admirably 

difpofed. 
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difpofed,  both  with  reTpeft  to  its  ftnidure  and  lah^ 
guage.  It  opens  with  a  mournful  addrefs  to  d»i 
Tyrian  feamen,  who  traded  to  Tarfliifh,  a  port  which 
they  much  frequented,  in  the  profecution  of  thei^ 
bufmefs.  Diflferent  opinions  have  beiti  formed  bf 
interpreters,  as  to  the  place  here  intended  by  Tar- 
ihiih.  Some  have  fuppofed,  that  it  was  Tartettus,  ia 
Spain,  once  a  flourifiung  city,  much  fi'equented  by 
the  Phcfenicians :  others,  that  it  was  Carthage,  an-* 
ciently.  a  powerful  city,  upon  the  coafl  of  Batbary  } 
and  the  Septuagint  render  Tarihifh  by  Carthage^ 
Some  have  affirmed,  that  Tarfliifli,  a  city  in  Cilicia^ 
of  which  the  apoftle  Paul  was  a  native,  and  whither 
the  prophet  Jonah  fled  trom  the^  prefence  of  the 
Lord,  was  the  place  which  Ifaiah  had  in  his  eye* 
I  pretend  not  to  determine  this  controveffy,  which^ 
to  you,  is  of  no  great  importance.  The  trading  people^ 
and  feamen,  who  were  employed  in  navigating  fhips 
to  and  from  this  port,  wherever  fituated,  are  called 

to  wailing  and  lamentation. For  it  is  laid  wq/iel 

Jo  that  there  is  no  houfe^  no  entering  in.  The  dty  of 
Tyre  is  fo  completely  defolated,  that  there  is  not  a 
houfe  left  semaining  ^  it  forms  one  huge  heap  of  in* 
acceifible  ruins* 

From  the  land  of  Cbittim  it  is  revealed  to  them^ 
Kittim,  or  Chittim,  was  the  name  of  one  of  the  fons 
of  Javan,  among  whom  the  ifles  of  the  Gentiles  were 
divided  * ;  and  from  him  the  country,  here  intended^ 
might  have  its  name.  'In  the  fcriptures  of  the  Old 
Teftament,  we  read  of  the  coaft,  the  ifles,  the  fhips, 
and,  in  the  words  before  us,  the  land  of  Chittim. 
Some  have  imagined,  that  Italy  and  Greece,  and 
others,  that  Cyprus,  Crete,  and  Sicily,  were  the  ifles 
of  Chittim ;  whilfl  fome  writers  have  fuppofed,  that 
Macedonia  was  the  land  which  is  here  fpoken  of. 
Amidft  the  diverfity  of  fentiments  entertained  with 
refpeft  to  the  land  of  Chittim,  it  is  fufficient  at  pre^ 

♦  Gen.  X,  4,  5; 

fent 
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fent  to  fay,  that  from  this  country,  wherever  it  lay^ 
the  report  of  the  deftru£Uon  of  Tyre  was  to  be  com* 
SDonicated  by  the  Tyrian  feamen,  and  from  thence  ta 
be  fprea^  over  the  weftern  world.— *How  unftable 
and  fluduating  are  all  earthly  things !  The  greateft 
s|nd  the  ftrongeft  cities  do.  not  continue  for  ever,  but 
£Don  decay  and  perifli.  They  gradually  rife  to  im« 
portance  and  magnificence,  and,  after  a  while,  fmk 
into  obfcurity,  or  are  fuddenly  deftroyed.  Jerufalem, 
Babylon,  Niniveh,  and  Tyre,  with  many  other  power*- 
ful  lordfied  cities,  after  they  had  arrived  at  the  fum* 
mit  of  grandeur,  were  ere  h>ng  overthrown,  and 
iHined  in  ruins*  Learn  then  not  to  truft  in  human 
defence,  or  in  the  greateft  worldly  prerogatives ;  but 
endeavour  to  become  citizens  of  the  heavenly  and 
better  country  of  the  Jerufalem  that  is  above,  and 
fubjeds  of  the  kingdom  of  Ood,  that  cannot  tia 
pioved. 

2  Be  ftill,  ye  inhabitants  of  the  ifle,  thou 
whom  the  merchants  of  Zidon,  that  pafs  over 
the  fea,  have  replenifhed. 

The  prophet  next  calls  upon  thofe  who  inhabited 
the  fearcoafts,  and  the  iflands  of  the  Mediterranean 
Sea,  to  maintain  a  profound  refpe£lful  iilence  on  the 
melancholy  occafion*  We  may  conlider  him  as  ad*, 
dreffing  the  people,  who  dwelt  in  the  LeiTer  Afia,  Pe« 
k^nnefus,  Epiras,  Cyprus,  Rhodes,  and  Crete ;  and 
thde  who  lived  in  the  countries  and  cities  of  Africa, 
which  lay  oppofite  to  them,  with  whofai  the  Tyrians 
Oirried  on  an  extenfive  commerce.*— «-To  them  he 
faiihy  Bejiitty  or  be  filent,  as  the  Hebrew  word  is 
franflated  in  the  margin  of  fome  Bibles.  This  ez« 
breffion  fuppofes  fome  previous  great  commotion,  arif* 
lag  from  di&{^intments,lofles,  and  troubles,  whereby 
their  minds,  like  the  fea  in  a  tempeft,  had  been  vio- 
lently agitated;  that  uneafy  thoughts,  and  painful 
(eniittion;^^  had  difturbed^  and  rendered  them  unfit 

for 
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for  action  and  enjoyment  In  this  perplexed  condin 
tion,  how  fuitable  the  dire&ion^  Be  ftili!  lay  r&? 
ftraints  upon  your  angry  and  impetuous  paffidns,  and 
endeavour  to  preferve  a  tranquil  compofed  temper  of 
mind,  free  from  impatience  and  refentment.  There 
is  a  time  to  keep  filence ;  and  this  is  the  proper  feaibn 
for  you  to  be  ftill.  In  filent  admiration,  behold  the 
wonderful  work  of  God,  and  thofe  terrible  things  ixi 
righteoufnefs  that  he  hath  done,  which  juftly  claim 
your  attention.  In  this  manner,  difcover  your  grief 
and  confternation  at  the  direful  event  of  which  you 
are  informed ;  and  expre&  your  reverence,  awe,  and 
refpe£^  of  that  almighty  power  that  hath  accompli&- 
ed  this  aftcmifhing  defolation.  Such  conduft,  on  thia 
emergency,  is  highly  becoming ;  and  will  fliew  your 
prudence  and  diteretion,  and  a  dutiful  fubiniffioa  ta 
the  fovereign  will  of  Jehovah.— ^rrniThis  falutary  ad*. 
Tice  I  addrefs  to  you,  my  friends.  Be  fUU :  fludy  to 
maintain  a  calm  ferene  temper  of  mind,  amidft  all  the 
lofles  and  diftrefle^  that  you.  may  Aiftatn.  In  every 
condition,  however  adverfe,  try  to  fay  with  £li,  ^  It 
*  is  the  Lord,  let  him  do  what  feem^th  liim  good/ 
Confide  in  the  wifdom^  goodnefs,  power,  and  faith- 
fulnefs  of  God ;  rely  on  the  mediation  of  the  Lorc^ 
Jefus  Chrift,  apd  th^  grace  of  the  holy  Spirit. 

TAou  whom  the  mercbanu  of  Zidon^  that  paf^  over  the 
feuy  have  replenijhed*  Zidon  was  a  very  ancient  and 
famous  city  in  Phoenicia,  fituated  on  the  confines  of 
the  land  of  Canaan,  toward  the  norths wefl.  It  ftood 
about  five  or  fix  miles  diftant  from  Xyi'c »  a^nd  pro- 
bably had  its  itame  from  Zidon,  the  firft-born  fon  of 
Canaan  *•  It  was  a  great  city,  probably  more  ancient 
than  Tyre ;  and  ai&gned  to  the  tribe  of  Alher,  as  part 
of  their  inheritance,  though  its  inhabitants  were  never 
expelled  by  the  Afliurites  f .  It  was  a  royal  city,  over 
which  Ethbaal  was  king,  who  was  the  father  of  xha\ 
wicked  woman  Jezebel }  concerning  whom  it  i«  wntn 

*  Gen.  X.  15.  19.  f  Jttdgei  t.  31. 
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ten,  that  (he  ftirred  up  her  hufband  Ahab,  king  of 
Ifrael,  to  fell  himfelf  to  work  wickednefs  in  the  fight 
of  the  Lord  *.  The  inhabitants  were  idolaters, '  for 
ve  read,  that  Afhtoredi  was  th«  goddefs  of  the  Zido- 
nians  •)••—— The  merchants  of  this  city  carried  on  an 
extenfive  commerce,  by  which  they  greatly  enriched 
themfelves,  and  the  inhabitants  of  other  iflands  and 
fea-ports,  furnifhing  them  with  various  commodities, 
whereby  their  trade  and  opulence  were  much  in« 
creafed.  They  replenilbed  the  harbours,  the  (hops, 
the  warehoufes  of  Tyre,  with  all  kinds  of  merchan- 
dife*  By  means  of  commerce,  the  merchants  of  one 
city  not  only  enrich  themfelves,  but  likewife  thofe 
with  whom  they  are  conneded  in  other  places. 
Towns,  or  cities,  like  Zidon,  built  upon  the  fea-coaft, 
or  large  navigable  rivers,  commodious  for  trade  and 

(hipping,  often  flourifh,  and  become  wealthy. Let 

us  learn,  from  the  children  of  this  world,  who  are 
wife  in  their  gener«ation,  how  we  may  become  rich 
toward  God,  in  fiaiith,  and^  in  good  works.  So  far  as 
we  can  confidently,  let  us  choofe  our  habitations  near 
the  waters  of  the  fan£iuary,  that  we  may  carry  on  a 
pleafmg  profitable  intercourfe  with  the  heavenly  and 
better  country,  the  city  of  the  Kving  God. 

3  And  by  great  waters  the  feed  of  Sihor,  the 
harveft  of  the  river  /V  her  revenue,  a,nd  ihe  is  a 
mart  of  nations^ 

A  farther  defcription  feems  to  be  given,  in  thefe 
words,  of  the  merchants  of  Zidon. — --Sihor  was  the 
name'  of  a  town,  which  flood  near  the  mouth  of  the 
river  of  that  name,  which  was  fometimes  called  the 
brook  of  I^gypt,  and  formed  upon  that  quarter  the 
boundary  of  the  land  of  Ifrael  |.  Some  commenta- 
tors, with  whom  the  Bifhop  of  London  agrees,  are  of 

*  I  Kings  zxi.  25.        t  I  Kings  xi.  5.        t  Jofhua  xiii*  5^ 
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opinion,  that  the  river  Nile  is  here  called  Sihor,  as  v\ 
1  Ghron.  ziii*  5.  and  Jer.  ii.  18. ;  and  that  this  name 
mras  given  it  on  account  of  the  blacknef$  of  its  waters^ 
charged  with  the  mud  which  it.  brings  down  with  it 
from  Ethiopia.     On  this  fuppofitioa,  by  the  feed  of 
Sihor,  and  the  harveft  of  the  river,  may  be  meant, 
the  corns  and  the  flax  which  grew  in  the  land  o£ 
Egypt,  rendered  fertile  by  the  overflowing  of 'the 
Nile.    The  wheat  produced  in  that  rich  country,  the 
flax  which  was  fpun  into  fine  yarn,  and  made  into, 
linen,  were  ftaple  articles  in  the  trade  of  Hbt  Zidoni- 
ans  and  Tyrians,  by  importing  of  which,  and  convey- 
ing them  to  other  maritime  cities,  t^  tradmg  p^ple. 
derived  a  great  revenue,  and  much  weakh-r-r*— if »^ 
pels  a  mart  of  natiom.    Mart  is  a  contrii£lioi^  of  the 
£nglifli  word  market,  where,  you  know,  all  manner 
of  goods  are  expofed  to  fale,  and  to  which  great  num- 
bers of  people  refort  from  all  quarters,  to  buy  and  to 
iell,  and  to  meet  with  their  friends.   Zidon,  in  wbich^ 
Tyre  may  be  comprehended,  was  a  mart  of  nations, 
to  which  the  trading  people  of  all  the  furrounding 
kingdon^s  repaired,  that  they  might  diipofe  pf  the  dir« 
ferent  kinds  of  wares  which  they  wiflied  to  part  Hi^b, 
and  that  they  might  purchafe  the  various  articles  which 
they  needed.    Would  you  fee  this  defcription  beauu- 
fuUy  illuftrated  ?  read  the  twenty-feventh  chapter  of 
Ezekiel,  from  thd  8th  verfe,  where  you  will  find,  that 
Tyre  was  fupplied,  by  the  neighbouring  nations,  with 
all  the  moft  valuable  articles  of  commerce.   By  meana 
of  this  extentive  trade,  the  Tynan  merchants  acquired 
prodigious  opulence,  in  confeqyence  of  which,  th^ 
became  proud  and  haughty :  they  attributed  their  at- 
iluence  to  their  own  wifdom,  induftry,  and  con^ 
neftions;  and  thus,  by  excluding  God  from  their 
thoughts,  they  expofed  themfelves  to  his  righteous 
judgments.— r-Let  us  then  beware  of  this  crimiDSkl 
and  dangerous  condu^,  which  brought  them  to  defo- 
lation^/  Sacrifice  not  un(Q  your  pet,  nor  bum  incenfe 

unta 
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unto  your  drag :  becaufe  by  them  your  portion  is  fat^ 
and  your  meat  plenteous  \ 


4  Be  thoii  afhamed,  O  Zidon ;  for  the  fea 
hadi  fpoken^  even  the  ftrength  of  the  fea,  lay- 
ing, I  travail  tibt,  nor  bring  forth  children,  nei-* 
ther  do  I  nourifh  up  young  men,  nor  bring  up 
virgins. 

Out  prophet,  tuining  to  the  Zidonians,  direds 
them  in  what  manner  they  ought  to  be  affe&ed  on 
this  moumftil  oCcafion.-*-^^Be  afhamed  of  the  difho* 
liouirable  and  unlawful  fteps  that  you  have  taken  to 
acquire  riches,  of  the  wicked  and  pernicious  ways  by 
which  you  have  increafed  yout  Wealth.  Be  con- 
founded at  the  retolle^on  of  your  covetoufhefs  an4 
oppreflion,  yout  fraud  and  deceit,  your  lying  and 
wifehood,  your  injuftice  and  iniquitous  pra&ices,  ye 
who,  like  Balaam,  have  loved  the  wages  of  unrigh* 
teoulhefs*  Remember  your  evil  ways,  and  loathe 
yourfelves  in  your  own  fight,  for  aU  the  iniquities 
that  you  have  committed*  Be  afhamed  of  your  toolilh 
expefbtions  from  Tyre,  which  are  now  wholly  fruf- 
traced,  and  the  difappointment  which  you  feel,  in  con« 
fequence  of  your  hopes  from  that  quarter  being  en- 
tirely cut  offl  In  vain  ihall  you  look  for  opportuni- 
lies  of  renewing  your  former  commerce  with  that 
once  fiourifhing  city,  and  of  receiving  returns  for  the 
merchandife  tnat  you  conveyed  thither.  All  your 
fchemes  of  aggrandizement,  by  means  of  your  con- 
nexion with  Tyre,  .are  difconcerted,  fo  that  you  can- 
not fail  to  experience  the  moft  uneafy  fenlations,  on 
account  of  your  difappointmencsand  lofles.  For  thefe 
and  limilar  reafons,  we  fuppofe  that  the  men  of  Zidon 
were  called  upon  to  be  afhamed.— —Trading  people, 
in  mercantile  cities,  often  bring  home  foreign  vices 
with  the  riches  which  they  import,  infomuch  that  it 

♦Hab.i.16. 
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hath  been  queftioned^  \vhether  the  former  are  not 
more  hurtful  than  the  latter  are  ufeful.    If  fo,  there 

is  ju(t  caufe  for  fhame  indeed.- ^The  grounds  on 

which  this  advice  was  founded^  are  fubjoined  in  the 
following  words :        * 

For  thefea  haihfpoken^  even  thejlrengtb  of  the  fed^ 
faying^  &c«  Zidon  being  a  more  ancient  city  than 
Tyre,  might  be  confidered  as  her  mother,  by  whoni 
fhe  had  been  nouriflied  and  cheri(hed  from  her  be* 
ginning.  The  Zidonians  had  planted  many  colonies 
m  various  parts  of  the  world :  among  them  allj  Tyre 
was  juftly  the  moft  celebrated,  and  mod  opulent; 
and,  being  intimately  conneded  with  the  parent-city» 
fhe  might  be  viewed  as  part  of  herfelf.  Tyre  having 
been  overthrown,  which  is  here  called  the  fea,  as  it 
(tood  in  the  fea — and  the  ftrength  of  the  fea,  becaufe 
the  Tyrians  claimed  the  empire  of  the  ocean,  Zidon  was 
left  to  deplore,  with  tears  and  lamentations,  the  defo- 
lation  of  her  neighbours,  and  her  own  folitude.  She 
is  reprefented  pouring  out  bitter  complaints,  that  fht 
did  not,  as  formerly,  bring  forth  and  train  up  a  na« 
merous  offspring.  After  being  deprived  of  her  moft 
celebrated  and  fruitful  daughter,  who  was  her  chief 
ornament,  glory,  and  fupport,  flie  mourns  over  her 
folitude,  and  the  prodigious  change  that  had  hap^ 

pened  to  her. /  travail  notj  nor  bring  forth  cbrU 

drenj  &€•  In  prophetic  language,  the  inhabitants 
and  dependents  of  a  city  are  called  her  children,  as 
in  chap.  Ixvi.  8.  where  our  prophet  faith  of  Zion, 
that  ^  flie  travailed  and  brought  forth  children ;'  i.  e. 
her  citizens  were  multiplied.  In  this  fenfe  the  ex- 
pfeffion  muft  be  underftood  here.  The  people  of 
Tyre,  having  been  afflifted  by  famine  and  war,  were 
not  to  increafe  as  they  had  done  in  times  paft :  their 
young  men  and  virgins  were  to  be  greatly  diminifiied. 
This  affefHng  circumftance  afforded  juft  ground  of 
fhamis  to  Zidon,  who  had  boafled  of  the  riches,  the 
trade,  and  ftrength  of  Tyre,  with  whidi  (he  was  inti- 
mately conneded. Truft  ye  not  in  a  friend,  nor 

put 
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put  confidence  ih  a  brother.  Truft  him,  fo  as  not  to 
fufped  his  fidelity :  but  trufl:  him  not  fo,  as  to  rely 
upon  him  with  unbounded  confidence ;  for  then  fhall 
he  prove  a  broken  reed,  that  will  rather  wound  than 
fupport  you. 

5  As  at  the  report  concerning  Egypt,  y&  fhall 
they  be  forely  pained  at  the  report  of  Tyre. 

The  Zidonians  were  to  be  as  much  afflicted  at  the 
deftru&ion  of  Tyre  as  they  had  been  by  the  devafta- 

tion  of  Egypt. Being  defcended  from  Ham,  the 

father  of  the  Egyptians,  they  confidered  themfelves 
as  nearly  conne^ed  with  that  people.  This  con-* 
ne£HoQ  was  greatly  ftrengthened  by  frequent  com- 
merce, carried  on  between  them  to  their  mutual 
advantage.  Zidon  was  fupplied  with  fome  necci^ary 
and  ufeful  articles  from  Egypt,  and  Egypt  was  en- 
riched by  her  trade  with  Zidon.  When,  therefore^ 
the  Zidonians  he^rd  the  report  of  the  terrible  judg- 
ments which  God  had  infiifled  upon  that  people,  and 
of  their  overthrow  in  the  Red  Sea,  they  were  greatly 
diftrefled ;  and,  in  after-times,  when  they  were  in- 
formed of  the  conqueft  of  that  country  by  Nebuchad* 
nezzar,  they  were  deeply  abided.  The  uneafinefo 
felt  by  the  Zidonians,  at  the  defolation  of  Tyre,  was 
to  be  like  that  which  they  experienced  on  one  or 
other  of  thefe  occafions.  .  Their  vicinity  to  Tyre,  the 
riches,  the  trade,  the  fupport  which  they  derived  from 
that  city,  would  unite  in  aggravating  their  diftrejs,  on 
account  of  its  defolation.— —The  awful  calamities 
which  the  Almighty  fends  upon  great  cities  and  em- 
pires  ftrike  terror  into  their  neighbours.  The  report 
of  divine  judgments  (lartles  and  troubles  thofe  who 
hear  of  them,  and  fills  with  confternation  thofe  of 
fimilar  charafter,  and  in  like  circumdances.  ^  The 
^  fword  (faith  God,  by  the  prophet  Ezekiel)  (hall 
^  come  upon  Egypt  (mark  what  follows),  and  great 

^  pain 
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*  pain  ihait  be  in  Ethiopia  *•  On  receiving  this  infor- 
mation, the  Ethiopians  were  to  be  alarmed^  and  feized 
with  dread  and  uneafinefs.  The  overthrow  of  the 
Egyptians  in  the  Red  Sea  c^ufed  the  nations  to  fear  f  • 
The  flaughter  of  Sihon,  king  of  Hefhbon,  and  Og, 
king  of  Baflian,  ^ith  their  people,  by  Jofhba  and  the 
Ifraelites,  made  Balak,  and  the  Moabites,  fore  afraid. 
In  like  manner,  the  deftrudion  of  Tyre  was  to  afiright 
the  inhabitants  of  the  iilands,  and  to  give  pain  to  the 
Zidonians* 

6  Pjils  ye  over  to  Tarfhifh,  howl^  ye  Inhabi-* 
tants  of  the  ifle. 

Our  prophet  now  turns  to  the  remaining  inhabit 
tants  of  Tyre,  or  of  the  ifle,  and  calls  upon  them  to 
change  their  place  of  refidence,  and  to  remove  to 
Tarimih,  that  they  might  there  bewail  the  fiate  oith&t 
city,  and  the  lois  they  fuftained  of  all  their  worldly 
good  things.  Viewing  the  fad  reverie  of  their  fox* 
mer  profperous  condition,  which  they  had  long  en« 
joyed,  and  the  deplorable  circumftances  to  which  they 
were  now  reduced,  they  are  direfled  to  exprefs  the 
pungent  forrow  which  they  felt  in  the  ftrongeft  and 
mod  affe&ing  manner. 

7  Is  this  your  joyous  r/Vjr,  vehofe  antiquity  // 
of  ancient  days  ?  her  own  feet  (hall  carry  her 
afar  oflf  to  fojourn. 

The  people  of  Tyre  are  here  reminded  of  the  pecu« 
liar  advantages  which  their  city  formerly  poffefled. — 
Is  this  your  joyous  city^  every  where  celebrated  on  ac- 
count of  its  mirth  and  feftivity,  in  which  you  enjoyed 
the  greateft  affluence,  luxury,  and  fecurity,  with  all 
the  good  things  of  a  prefent  life,  wherein  ye  greatly 
rejoiced  ? Who/e  antiquity  is  of  ancient  days.    The 

*  Ezek.  zxx.  4.  t  Exod.  xt.  14. 

Tfrians 
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Tvrisuis  boafted  much  of  the  ai\tiquity  of  their  city, 
which  vfz$  indeed  veiy  ancient :  for  in  the  i^zys  of 

ifofliua,  it  was  a  (Irong  city ;  and  in  the  reign  of  S01 
omon,  Hiram,  king  of  Tyre,  feems  to  have  been  a 
rich  and  powerful  monarch.— /for  awn  feet  Jball 
^rry  her  afqr  cfftofojourn*  The  city  being  laid  waftc 
by  its  enemies,  the  remaining  inhabitants  were  obliged 
to  refort  to  di^ant  regions,  in  order  to  obtain  fome 
i:ommodious  place  of  refldenqe^  The  import  of  what 
is  here  faid  is  fhortly  this.  Ye  men  of  Tyre,  who 
boaft  of  your  mirth  and  jollity,  who  glory  in  the  an* 
tiquity  of  your  city,  and  the  numerous  fiourilbing  co^- 
lonies  you  have  planted  in  different  parts  of  the 
world,  learn,  from  the  defolation  of  your  city,  the  va« 
nity  of  vour  pride  and  glory,  and  the  snftability  of 
the  mole  powerful  cities  and  fta^es  who  are  npt  under 
the  protedion  of  the  Almighty.  Though  ye  are  a 
wife  and  ftrong  people,  mhabiting  a  wqll-fortifiedy 
and,  to  human  view,  an  impregnable  city,  there  is  no 
counfel  or  might  againft  the  Lord,  who  hath  pur* 
poled  to  (tain  the  pride  of  all  human  glory.  Bf 
ftrength  fliall  no  man  prevail.  Wife  counfels,  ftrong 
fortrefTes,  rich  treafures,  and  powerful  armies,  God 
will  bring  to  nothing,  that  no  fle(h  may  glory  in  his 
prefence. 

8  Who  hath  taken  this  counfel  againft  Tyre, 
the  crowning  city^  whofe  merchants  art  princes, 
whofe  traffickers  are  the  honourable  of  the 
earth? 


Our  prophet  next  proceeds  to  fpecify  the 
caufes  which  contributed  toward  the  defolation  of 
Tyre.  The  blefled  God,  the  Governor  among  the 
nations,  the  King  of  kings,  the  righteous  Judge  of  all 
the  earth,  was  the  fupreme  and  principal  caufe  from 
which  this  event  proceeded:  according  to  his  wife 
counfel,  the  city  of  Tyre  was  cteftined  to  deftrudion. 
To  place  this  matter  in  the  moft  ftriking  light,  a 

band 
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band  of  men  is  introduGed,  (truck  with  aftontfhment 
at  the  very  furprifing  fate  of  this  renowned  city,  in^ 
quiring  as  to  the  author,  and  reafons  of  this  calami- 
ty.——WAo  bath  takefi  this  counfel  againji  Tyre?  this 
ftrongly  fortified  city,  founded  upon  a  rock,  and^  fur* 
rounded  by  the  fea.  Who  could  form  the  bold  <l6- 
fign  of  executing  fuch  a  daring  arduous  enterprife, 
as  deftroying  this  ancient  commercial  city,  pofleffing 
inimenfe  wealthy  and  fitting  as  a  queen  among  the 
nations  \  It  is  a  work  of  fuch  vaft  magnitude,  that  he 
mud  be  a  mighty  one  indeed,  who  is  equal  to  the 
execution  of  this  grand  proje&.-»-^— K&tf  crowning 
city^  which  had  been  accudomed  to  nominate  thofe 
who  (hould  govern  other  cities  and  countries,  and 
whofe  mandates  had  been  obeyed:  the  crowning 
city,  renowned  for  its  royalty,  authority,  beauty,  and 
glory,  whofe  inhabitants  -  were  diftinguiflied  above 
.thofe  in  other  cities,  by  their  wealth,  magnificence, 
and  ornaments.— —FTA^  merchanti  are  princes^  &c. 
The  opulence  and  power  of  the  trading  people  in 
Tyre  entitled  them  to  this  high  charader.  They 
vied  with  princes  in  pomp  and  fplendor,  and  in  the 
refpe^l  which  they  claimed ;  and  equalled  them  in  ex- 
tenfive  influence.  Read  the  beautiful  defcription, 
given  by  the  prophet  Ezekiel,  of  the  Tynan  raer«* 
chants,  in  the  twenty-fevciuh  chapter  of  his  prophecy^ 
and  you  may  be  fatisfied  of  the  propriety  of  what  is 
faid  cbnceHiing  them  by  Ifaiah«  They  are  defcribed, 
importing  the  moft  valuable  and  coftly  articles  from 
neighbouring  cities  and  diftant  kingdoms,  which  th^ 
moic  fpiendid  elegance,  the  moft  expenfive  and  re- 
fined luxury,  could  demand.  What  words  could  more 
ftrongly  fet  forth  the  grandeur  and  affluence  of  the 
Tyrian  merchants  than  thefe  which  are  written, 
Ezek.  xxviii.  15.?  *  Thou  waft  perfeft  in  thy  ways 

*  from  the  day  thou  waft  created,  till  iniquity  was 

*  found  in  thee/  The  men  of  Tyre  were  not  perfeft  in 
a  moral,  but  in  a  political  or  mercantile  fenfe:  their 
military,  naval,  and  commercial  interefts  flouriflieil' 

fron\ 
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from  the  early  period'  wherein  the  city  afTumed  im« 
portance  and  royalty,  until  the  wickednefs  of  her 
princes,  the  pride,  the  injudice,  and  other  crimes  9f 
tier  merchants,  confumed  their  profperity,  afid  brought 
upon  them  that  defolation,  as  to  the  author  of  which, 
inquiry  is  here  made.— —The  fms  of  Tyre  provoked 
the  Moft  High  to  take  coimfel  agaiiift  it^  ^  Shall  he 
'  proiper,  mall  he  efcape,  that  doth  fuch  things  *  ?' 
No :  he  (hall  neither  profper  nor  efcape.  Jotham,  king 
of  Judah,  profpered  greatly,  *  becaufe  he  prepared  his 
*  ways  before  the  Lord  his  Godf.'  Becaufe  he 
would  not  commit  iniquity,  but  diligently  attended  to 
his  temper  and  condud,  he  grew  mighty,  and  reigned 
over  a  flourifliing  kingdom ;  whereas  after  his  foU 
Aha2,  who  did  wickedly,  afcended  the  throne,  IfraeU 
ites,  Syrians,  Edomites,  and  AiTyrians,  laid  wafte  the 
nation.  Righteoufnefs  exalteth  a  city  or  kingdom^ 
but  (in  is  the  reproach  and  ruin  of  a  people* 

9  The  Lord  of  hofts  hath  purpofed  it,  to 
ftain  the  pride  of  all  glory,  and  to  bring  into 
contempt  all  the  honourable  of  the  earth* 

Thefe  words  contain  the  (hort  reply  of  our  prophet 
to  the  inquiry  madie  in  the  preceding  verfe,  in  which 
he  (hews,  that  the  arduous  enterprife  of  de(blating 
Tyre  did  not.  exceed  his  power  who  formed  the  de* 
fign.  The  Perfon  who  had  determined  to  over- 
throw that  great  city,  is  the  only  living  and  true 
God,  the  Lord  of  nature,  the  Ruler  df  heaven  and 
earth,  the  Lord  of  hpfts ;  the  everlafting  God,  who» 
in  mercy,  revealed  himfelf  to  Abraham  and  his  pofte- 
rity,  and  who  fpake  by  our  prophet,  declaring  things 
to  come.  If  you  helitate  as  to  the  reditude  and  equity 
of  his  counfel,  refpeding  the  dedination  of  Tyre,  our 
prophet  teacheth,  that  what  was  highly  admired  in 
that  city  moved  God  to  purpofe  its  deftrudion.   The 

*  EzcL  zvii.  i5«  fa  Chron.  zxviL  6. 

Vol.  II.  <^q  profperity 
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profperity  which  the  Tyrian  merchants  had  for  a  long 
time  enjoyed,  puSed  them  up  with  pride,  and  gave 
rife  to  criminal  indulgence  in  luxury,  fenfual  plea* 
fures,  and  vain  pomp.  .  They  fooliihly  attributed  to 
their  own  induftry  and  good  fortune,  the  benefits 
which  they  otight  to  have  afcribed  to  God ;  and  thus 
deprived  him  of  the  gkffv  due  to  his  name.  Such 
condud  is  exceedingly  onrofive  to  God ;  and  though, 
with  much  long-fuffering,  he  often  bears  with  it,  he 
feldom  fails  to  punifh  it  feverely.  He  abafeth  thofe 
that  exalt  themfelves ;  and,  in  the  mod  convincing 
manner,  demonftrates  the  truth  delivered  by  Jefus 
Chrift,  wfalo  hath  faid,  ^  That  which  is  highly  efteem- 
^  ed  among  men,  is  abomination  in  the  fight  of  God/ 

Tojlain  the  pride  of  all  glory.  Befide  other  im^r- 
tant  reafons,  which  it  was  unneceiTary  to  mention^ 
thefe  words  fuggeft  one  defign  that  God  had  in  view 
to  accomplifli,  by  his  determination  refpeding  Tyre* 
It  feems  chiefly  intended  to  check.the  furprife  of  thofe 
who  were  aftoniihed  at  the  fate  of  that  city,  and  did 
not  perceive  the  propriety  and  equity  of  the  divine 
procedure  in  this  inuance.  To  obviate  any  difficulty 
that  might  occur  as  to  this  matter, ,  the  prophet  de- 
clares, that  the  mod  high  God  was  greatly  difpleafed 
with  the  Tyrians,  on  account  of  their  voluptuoulhefs 
and  pride,  difplayed  in  their  temples,  in  their  houfes, 
in  their  drefs,  entertainments,  and  manners*—— *To 
(lain  this  pride  of  human  glory,  and  to  bring  into  con* 
tempt  all  the  honourable  of  the  earthy  God  purpofed  to 
reverfe  their  profperous  condition,  and  to  reduce  them 
to  a  very  humiliating  ftate.  Hardly  any  thing  appears 
more  dreadful  to  the  honourable  of  the  earth  than 
contempt:  they  are  more  afraid  of  being  defpifed 
than  of  meeting  any  other  fort  of  treatment.  In  or« 
der  to  humble  and  abafe  thofe  who  had  walked  in 
pride,  and  to  fliew  to  the  world  the  contempt  that 
they  who  refufe  to  honour  God  may  expeft,  though 
for  a  feafon  they  may  be  refpefted  among  men,  the 
ilrong  city  Tyre  was  demoliflied,  and  its  haughty  in- 
habitants 
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halntants  were  expofed  to  fcorn  and  derifion.— — *-Of 
all  fins,  pride  is  one  of  the  moft  odious  to  God.  He 
oppofedi  and  punifheth  every  fin ;  but  he  ads  in  open 
hoftility  againft  the  proud.  A  philofopher  being 
aiked,  how  God  was  employed,  gave  for  anfwer,  ^*  In 
**  exalting  the  humble,  and  abafing  the  proud."  The 
reply  was  good,  and  agreeable  to  fcripture ;  where  it 
is  written,  '  A  man's  pride  fliall  bring  him  low ;  but 
^  honour  fhall  vphold  the  humble  in  fpirit*/  This 
remark  is  often  verified  in  the  courfe  of  divine  provi- 
dence, of  which  Pharaoh,  Haman,  Nebuchadnezzar, 
Herod,  with  many  others,  are  inftru&ive  infiances. 
So  deteftable  is  pride  in  the  fight  of  God,  that  he  hath 
often  puniihed  it  in  his  pecuUar  people.  The  pride 
and  vanity  which  David  difcovered  in  numbering  the 
Ifi^aelites,  was  puniihed  with  the  lofs  of  feventy  thou- 
fand  of  his  fubjeds.  When  Hezekiah*s  heart  was 
lifted  up,  it  is  written,  ^  There  was  wrath  upon  him, 
^  and  upon  Judah  and  Jerufalemf.'  Other  fins, 
which  are  accompanied  with  greater  turpitude  and 
difgrace,  are  more  hateful  to  men ;  whereas  pride,  by 
afluming  the  appearance  of  importance  and  dignity, 
doth  not  feem  fo  odious.  Other  fins  are  violations 
of  the  law  of  God ;  this  afteth  in  dired  oppofition  to 
his  very  exiftence  and  fovereignty:  it  not  only  de- 
fpifeth  Us  commandment,  but  it  arraigneth  the  dif- 
penfations  of  his  providence  and  grace,  and  proves 
the  fruitful  fource  of  all  other  tranTgreflions.  No 
wonder  then  that  God  fhould  have  ftained  the  pride 
of  all  gloiy,  and  brought  into  contempt  all  the  ho- 
nourable ot  the  earth,  by  the  overthrow  of  Tyre.  I 
conclude  this  article  in  the  words  of  the  prophet  Je- 
remiah :  ^  Hear  ye,  and  give  ear,  be  not  proud  r  for 

*  the  Lord  hath  fpoken.  Give  glory  to  the  Lord 
^  your  God. — But  if  ye  vrill  not  hear,  my  foul  fhalt 

*  weep  in  fecret  places  for  your  pride  J.' 

*  ProT.  xxix.  23.     t  2  ChroD.  xxxii.  25.     |  Jer.  xiil  1$$  i6f,  1 7. 

10  Pafe 
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10  Pafs  through  thy  land  as  a  river,  O  daugh- 
ter of  Tarfliifli :  there  is  no  more  ftrength. 

The  prophet  having  afBrmed,  that  the  Lord  of 
hofts  was  the  fupreme  Author  of  tlie  calamities  wher&> 
with  Tyre  was  to  be  vifited,  and  (hewn  the  delign 
which  be  had  thereby  in  view  to  accomplifli,  he  ad- 
drefles  the  inhabitants  of  Tyre  under  the  name  of  the 
daughter  of  Tarlhifli,— — To  them,  he  faith,  Pafs 
{hrough  thy  land,  in  a  large  body,  with  great  rapidi* 
ty,  like  a  river^  whofe  waters  run  toward  the  fea  with 
confiderable  velocity*  In  like  manner,  do  you,  Tynans, 
hafte  away  to  a  place  of  lafety  from  approaching  ca* 

lamities.-i '^y^^  might  be  called  the  daughter  of 

Tarihifli,  becaufe  of  the  clofe  connexion  and  conftant 
intercourfe  that  fubfifted  between  them,  and  becaufe 
Tyre  had  derived  much  trade,  and  opulence  from 
Tarihifli.-— Ti^rf  is  no  more  Jirengthj  to  oppofe  the 
aiTaults  of  a  powerful  foe :  your  officers  and  foldiers^ 
your  fliips  and  fortifications,  ihall  prove  wholly  inef- 
fectual to  withiland  the  hoftile  defigns  of  your  ene- 
mies.—>< — ^How  great  the  compaflions  of  God,  who^ 
by  his  fervants,  calls  upon  men  to  efcape  the  calami^ 
ties  to  which,  by  fin,  they  baye  expofed  tbemfelves, 
and  to  flee  from  the  wrath  to  come!  *  Gather  your^f 
^  felves  (faid  he,  to  the  people  of  Judah  and  Benja- 
^  roinX  to  flee  out  of  the  midft  of  jerufalem ;  for 
^  evil  appeareth  out  of  the  north,  and  great  deftrucr 
^  tion  * :'  and  his  warning  voice  now  cries  to  yoo, 
my  friends,  Efcape  for  your  life,  left  you  be  coa« 
fumed  by  his  juft  difpleafure  ft 

1 1  He  ftretched  out  his  hand  over  the  fea,  he 
fliook  the  kingdoms :  the  LoRp  hath  given  a 
commandment  againft  the  rherchant-r/Vy,  to  de-? 
fttoy  the  ftrong  holds  thereof. 

•  Jen  vi.  I.  f  Geo.  xU.  1 7. 

fa 
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In  this  and  the  verfe  which  immediately  follows, 
the  great  work  of  divine  providence,  in  the  govern^ 
ment  of  human  affairs,  is  elegantly  defcribed.  The 
movements  of  the  nations  are  exceedingly,  diverfified^ 
infomuch  that,  at  firft  view,  they  feem  to  be  involved 
in  inexplicable  confufion.  The  natural  caufes  which 
unite  in  a&ing  upon  them,  are  oft-times  extremely 
difficult  to  be  inveftigated ;  and  more  frequently  to 
be  fought  for  in  the  turbulent  paflions,  than  in  the 
ibund  reafon  of  mankind.  To  the  enlightened  mind, 
that  contemplates  God  fitting  at  the  helm,  managing 
all  the  public  and  private  affairs  in  the  world,  there 
appears  a  certain  order  in  all  the  changes  and  revolu^ 
tibns  that  take  place  among  the  inhabitants  of  this 
earth,  not  unlike  the  regular  fucceflion  of  the  waves 
of  the  fea.  This  dodrine,  which  is  often  inculcated 
by  our  prophet,  he  would  have  us  to  obferve  exem« 
plified  in  the  deftru£tion  of  Tyre ;  and  of  that  fur* 
prifuig  event,  he  (hews  that  the  God  of  Ifrael  was  the 

principal  caufe. >-The  Lord  of  hofts,  mentioned  in 

the  9th  verfc;,  ^s  the  Perfon  of  whom  it  is  here  faid, 
Hejiretched  out  his  handover  thefea^  hejhook  the  king' 
doms.  How  fublime,  how  awful,  are  thefe  words, 
correfponding  to  many  fimilar  paffages  of  fcripture^ 
which  convey  the  moil  elevated  apprehenflons  of  the 
divine  majefty  and  grandeur !  The  fea,  of  which  our 
prophet  fpeaks,  may  denote,  not  only  the  city  of  Tyre, 
but  the  other  neighbouring  cities  and  ilates,  whii:h 
were  fituated  on  the  fea-coaft.  Over  thefe,  Jehovah 
ftretched  out  his  hand,  to  execute  upon  them  righ- 
teous vengeance,  on  account  of  their  many  atrocious 
crimes.  He  fhook  the  kingdoms,  which  lay  in  that 
part  of  the  world,  to  their  very  foundations ;  and 
overthrew  them,  firft  by  Nebuchadnezzar,  and  after- 
ward  by  Alexander. 

The  Lord  hath  given  commandment  againji  the  mer^ 
chant'City^  Udeftroy  the  Jlrong  holds  thereof.  Thefe 
words  exprefs  the  purpofe  of  almighty  God  refpeft- 
ing  the  deftruftion  of  Tyre,  which  is  emphatically 

<jalled. 
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called^  the  merchant  or  trading  city,  on  account  of 
its  extenfive  commerce  and  great  opulence.  By  di« 
vine  appointment,  its  ftrong  holds  and  fortifications, 
with  every  thing  that  contributed  to  its  ftrength  and 
fafety,  were  entirely  de(lroyed«-*-— No  human  de* 
fence,  however  powerful,  can  proted  from  the  judg- 
ments of  heaven.  Tyre  was  juftly  celebrated  for  its 
immenfe  riches :  it  was  one  of  the  bed  fortified  cities 
in  the  world,  being  furrounded  with  the  fea,  and 
with  very  high  walls;  and  its  inhabitants  were  re« 
nowned  for  wifdom  and  ftrength.  None  of  thefe  ad- 
vantages could  prevent  the  defolation  of  its  ftrong 
holds :  its  walls  and  (hips,  its  treafures  and  foldiers, 
could  not  impede  the  execution  of  the  divine  com- 
mandment. What  terrible  things  in  righteoufnefe, 
O  Lord,  haft  thou  done,  which  people  looked  not 
for! 

12  And  he  faid,  Thou  ihalt  no  more  rejoice^ 
O  thou  opprefTed  virgin,  daughter  of  Zidonr 
arife,  pafs  over  to  Chittim,  there  alfo  flialt  ihott 

have  no  reft* 

>       . 

Hie  fubjed  introduced  in  the  foregoing  verfe  i& 
here  explained  and  illuftrated.    The  judgment  of 

God  againft  Tyre  is  fignificantly  exprefled. ^Thc 

Perfon  of  whom  the  prophet  fpeaks,  was  the  Lord 
God  of  Ifrael,  from  whom  proceeded  the  deftruQion 
of  that  famous  city.  The  fentence  he  pronounced 
was  this,  Thoujhalt  no  more  rejoice.  The  words  muft  be 
underftood  with  fome  refbidion,  to  render  them  con- 
fiftent  with  what  is  faid  in  verfes  1 5th  and  1 6th ;  where 
it  is  foretold,  that  Tyre,  after  her  reftoration,  (hall 
iing  as  an  harlot,  make  fweet  melody,  and  fing  many 
fongs.  They  import,  that  the  Tyrians  fhould  not, 
for  a  long  period  of  time,  rejoice  in  circumftances 
fimilar  to  their  former  ftate  of  fplendor  and  affluence, 
and  on  the  fame  accounts  that,  in  times  paft,  they 
had  expreflfed  much  joy  and  gladnefs.        0  thou  ^ 

preffed 
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preffed  virgin^  who  haft  been  renowned  for  thy  beauty^ 
and  the  unfuUied  excellence  of  thy  charms ;  deprived 
of  thy  comelinefs,  liberty,  and  riches,  thou  (halt  be 

reduced  to  a  ftate  of  difgrace  and  fubjedion. 

Daughter  of  Zidon.  This  name  might  be  giv^n  to 
Tyre,  becaufe  of  the  clofe  conne£Hon,  and  perpetual 
intorcourfe,  ^tbat  fubfifted  between  thefe  two  cities ; 
the  Hebrews  uling  the  words  fon  and  daughter,  to 
exprefs  any  fort  of  conjundion  or  dependence  what- 
ever.—--Jfr^,  pafs  over  to  Chittim.  The  fentence 
is  concife,  and  rather  abrupt,  as  would  be  the  flight 
to  which  it  dire£ts.  The  people  of  Tyre,  threatened 
with  impending  danger,  are  required  to  flee  from 
their  native  city,  and  to  feek  for  fafety  in  foreign 
countries,  in  Italy,  Sardinia,  Sicily,  and  the  other 
ftates  with  whom  they  had  been  accuftomed   to 

trade. r-There  alfo  Jhalt  thou  have  no  re/i.    By 

efcaping  the  hands  of  your  enemies,  you  inall  not 
find  a  fecure  and  comfortable  retreat  in  thofe  places 
whither  you  may  refort :  difappointment,  uneafinefs^ 
and  vexation,  fliall  attend  you  wherever  you  go. 

1 3  Behold,  the  land  of  the  Chaldeans ;  this 
people  was  not  till  the  AfTyrian  founded  it  for 
them  that  dwell  in  the  wildernefs :  they  fet  up 
the  towers  thereof,  they  raifed  up  the  palaces 
thereof,  and  he  brought  it  to  ruin. 

In  this  verfe,  our  prophet  calls  attention  to  the  in« 
ftruments  which  the  God  of  Ifrael  wa^  to  employ,  in 
executing  his  commands  relating  to  Tyre.  It  might 
have  been  expeded,  that  the  Aflyrians,  whofe  em- 
pire was  at  this  time  in  a  very  flourifhing  condition, 
and  to  whom  the  Chaldeans  were  then  fubjeft,  fliould 
have  been  the  people  whom  God  would  employ  in 
this  fervice.  But  Ilaiah,  by  the  fpirit  of  prophecy, 
fore&iw  the  approaching  fall  of  the  Aflyrian  empire, 
and  that  out  of  its  ruins  was  to  arife  the  kingdom  of 
Chaldea,  by  whom  the  Almighty  would  inflid  his 

threatened 
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threatened  judgments  upon  this  celebrated  city.  Widi 
this  objed  fully  in  his  view,  he  exclaims.  Behold^  the 
land  of  the  Chaldeans^  &c.  who  are  fuppofed,  faith  the 
learned  Dr.  Lowth,  to  have  had  their  origin,  and  to 
have  taken  their  name,  from  Chefed,  the  fon  of 
Nahor,  the  brother  of  Abraham.  They  were  known 
by  that  name  in  the  time  of  Mofes^  who  fpeaks  of 
Ur  in  Mefopotamia,  to  diftinguiih  it  from  Ur  of  the 
Chaldeans;  and  the  Prophet  Jeremiah  calls  themi 
an  ancient  nation.-— *-*This  chara£ler  is  not  incon** 
fiftent  with  what  is  here  faid  concerning  them :  fhis 
people  was  not  till  the  AJfyrian  founded  it  for  t beta  that 
dwell  in  the  wildemefs.  Until  the  period  here  men- 
tioned, the  people  of  Chaldea  were  not  a  people  of 
any  account:  they  were  not  reckoned  among  the 
great  and  potent  nations  of  the  earth.  They  were  a 
rude  and  barbarous  people,  deftitute  of  fettled  habi* 
tations,  without  laws,  without  government,  wander* 
ing  in  a  wide  defert  country,  addifted  to  rapine,  like 
the  wild  Arabians.  Such  leems  to  have  been  their 
condition  in  the  days  of  Job ;  and  fuch  probably  they 
continued  to  be,  till  fome  powerful  king  of  Aflyria 
colle£led  them  togethd*,  from  their  difperfions  in-  the 
wildernefs,  and  fixed  their  refidence  in  Babylon,  and 
the  neighbouring  country. 

Tbeyfet  up  the  towers  thereof  they  ralfed  up  the  pa* 
laces  thereof  and  be  brought  it  to  ruin.  The  AfTyrians, 
after  having  gathered  together  the  Chaldeans,  ereded 
the  towers  whereby  Babylon  was  fortified,  and  tb£ 
magnificent  palaces  with  which  it  was  adorned.  Some 
obfcurity  ariies  in  this  verfe,  from  the  ambiguity  of 
the  agents,  and  the  change  of  the  number  in  the 
verbs.  The  people  mentioned  in  the  middle  claufe, 
beautified  and  ftrengthened  the  kingdom  of  the  Chal- 
deans; and  almighty  God,  the  fupreme  Author  of 
the  deftrufUon  of  Tyre,  brought  it  to  ruin  by  means 
of  the  Chaldees,  who  were  the  inflruments  employed 
by  him  to  execute  this  arduous  enterprife.— «-*When 

God 
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God  will  work,  who  l^all  let  itf  The  citizens  of 
Tyre,  though  deemed  an  impregnable  city,  were  ilain ; 
her  walls  and  towers  were  thrown  to  the  ground,  her 
ftones  and  timber  were  caft  into  the  fea,  and  her 
riches  became  a  prey  to  her  enemies.  After  fuftain- 
ing  a  fiege  of  thirteen  ^y ears,  the  city  was  taken,  and 
levelled  with  the  rock ;  and  thus  the  Lord  brought  it 
to  ruin,  according  to  this  prediction. Let  us  con- 
template this  inftance  of  God's  righteous  judgment, 
as  giving  us  an  inftruftive  admonition,  to  beware  of 
thofe  fins  which  brought  Tyre  to  defolation.  Let  us 
improve  it  to  ftrengthen  our  faith  in  divine  predic- 
tions, however  improbable  their  accomplKhment  may 
feem ;  and  confider  it*as  a  powerful  motive  to  induce 
us  to  return  to  God  from  our  evil  ways,  in  the  exer# 
cife  of  true  repentance. 

14   Howl,  ye  fliips  of  Tarlhifh :   for  your 
firength  is  laid  wafte. 

r 
/ 

Having  pointed  out  the  indruments  which  were  to 
be  employed  in  thp  deftru6Hon  of  Tyre,  our  prophet 
concludes  this  part  of  bis  fubjed,  by  calling  upon  the 
fea-faring  people,  who  were  employed  in  navigating 
trading-veflels  to  and  from  that  city,  to  bewail  its  de- 
folation.  He  began  this  prophecy  with  a  fimilar  in- 
vitation, which,  at  the  fixth  verfe,  he  again  addrefTed 
to  the  merchants  and  other^inhabitants ;  and  now  he 
repeats  it  to  the  feamen,  who  were  employed  by  them. 
The  calamity  which,  he  had  now  foretold,  railed  for 
the  mod  intenfe  forrow,  and  bitter  lamentation,  from 
thofe  who  were  intimately  connected  with  Tyre,  who, 
being  unacquainteci  with  communion  with  God,  and 
deftitute  of  the  true  riches,  placed  their  chief  happi- 
nefs  in  the  poffeffion  of  the  good  things  of  this  pr^- 
fent  life.  To  them,  therefore,  he  faiths  Howl  j  for 
your  ftrength  is  laid  wafte. 

Vol.  IL  Rr  15  And 
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15  And  it  ihall  come  to  pafs  in  that  day,  that 
Tyre  ihall  be  forgotten  feventy  years,  according 
to  the  days  of  one  king :  after  the  end  of  feventy 
years  fhall  Tyre  fingas  an  harlot. 

The  other  part  of  this  prophecy  here  commences, 
which  foretels,  that  the  judgments  to  be  inflided  upon 
Tyre  were  to  be  moderated  and  limited  within  a  cer- 
tain period  of  time. ^Perfons,  or  obje£b,  are,  in 

fcripture,  as  in  common  language,  faid  to  be  forgot- 
ten, when  they  are  neglected,  or  overlooked,  either 
by  God  or  men.  God  is  faid  to  have  been  mindful, 
or  forgetful,  of  a  perfon  or  people,  when  he  commu- 
nicates to  them,  or  deprives  them  of  the  diftinguifli- 
ing  benefits  of  his  providence.  On  this  account  Zion 
complained,  ^  The  Lord  hath  forfaken  me,  and  jny 
^  Lord  hath  forgotten  me  *.'  In  like  manner,  when 
men  negled  to  attend  to  any  affair  about  which  they 
were  formerly  concerned,  they  are  faid  to  forget  it. 
In  this  fenfe,  Judah  is  charged  with  having  forgotten 
ihe  wickednefs  of  their  father  f;  and  fuch  feems  to 
be  the  import  of  the  expreffion  here  ufed  with  refpeft 
to  Tyre.  She  was  to  be  totally  neglefled  by  com- 
mercial people,  who  were  not,  as  formerly,  to  bring 
thither  thofe  valuable  articles  of  merchandife  whereby 
ihe  had  been  enriched  and  adorned.  Aftonifhed  at 
the  defolation  of  the  mart  of  nations,  they  would  ihun 
approaching  the  pface  where  the  city  ftood  :  ihey 
would  only  behold  it  afar  off,  and  turn  to  another 
ihpre.  In  this  forgotten  condition.  Tyre  was  not  to 
be  celebrated  as  before,  on  account  of  its  riches  and 
beauty ;  lior  were  the  inhabitants  to  rejoice  in  the  be- 
nefits of  divine  providence  they  had  long  enjoyed, 
but  to  continue  in  a  miferable  condition^  from  which 
they  could  not  be  extricated  for  the  fpace  of 
.  Seventy  years^  according  to  the  days  of  one  king.  Our 
prophet  nbt'only  foretold  the  overthrow  of  Tyre,  and 

*  Ifaiah  zlix.  14.  f  Jcr.  xHv.  9. 

Other 
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other  great  cities^  but  the  time  in  which  thefe  mod 
unlikely  Events  were  to  happen,  and  how  long  Tyre 
was  to  remain  in  a  defolate  condition.  The  period 
during  which  fhe  was  to  be  forgotten,  is  afcertained 
to  be  feventy  years,  which  was  exa£tly  the  time  that 
the  Babylonifh  monarchy  exifted,  reckoning  from  the 
lirfl  year  of  NebuchadnezzaV  until  the  commence- 
ment of  the  reign  of  Cyrus.  The  expreflion,  accord*  * 
ing  to  the  days  if  one  king^  which  is  fomewhat  obfcure, 
may  be  underftood  according  to  (he  prophetic  ftyle, 
in  which  kings  fometimes  denote  the  kingdoms  over 
"which  they  prefide*.  The  meaning  of  the  words 
will  then  be,  that  the  defolation  of  Tyre  was  to  con- 
tinue juft  as  k)ng  as  the  monarchy  of  Babylpn,  to 
which,  according  to  the  prediction  of  Jeremiah,  the 

pations  were  to  be  in  fubjedion  feventy .  years  f . 

At  the  expiration  of  this  period,  Tyre  was  to  emerge 
from  obfcurity  and  contempt;  and,  being  in  fome 
meafure  reftored  to  its  former  commerce  and  profpe- 
rity,  it  was  again  to  flourifli  and  rejoice.  That  city 
is  here  fignificantly  compared  tQ,  a  harlot,  who,  hav- 
ing fallen  into  an  afflided  decayed  condition,  bath 
defifted  from  her  Hlicit  commerce,  and  been  confign- 
^d  over  tp  perpetual  oblivion,  is  yet  unexpectedly  re- 
itored  to  her  former  condition,  and  again  addrefled 
by  her  old  friends,  whom  (he  tries  to.  pleafe  by  fongs^ 
and  other  allurements.  la  like  manner,  at  the  end 
of  the  limited  time.  Tyre  was  to  regain  the  trade, 
fplendor,  and  feftivity,  which  it  once  pofleiled ;  in 
confequence  whereof,  its  inhabitants  were  to  iing  and 
make  merry,  as  in  ancient  times.  It  is  true,  that  the 
prophet  Ezekiel,^  having  foretold  the  deftruflion  of 
this  city,  decfared,  that  it  (hould  be  brilt  no  more  \. 
This  prediction  leems  to  affert  what  is  inconfiftent  '- 
with  ifaiah's  prophecy,  now  before  us.  The  beft  way 
that  I  know  to  reconcile  and  render  them  compatible 
with  each  other,  is  to  fuppofe,  that  Ezekiel  meant  no 

^  Sec  Daniel  vir.  17.     \  Jcr,  xx?.  ii.     X  Ezck.  xxvi.  14. 

more 
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more  than  that  the  city  ihould  not  be  built  for  a  very 
long  time  after  its  defolation,  that  it  was  no  more  to 
be  the  metropolis  of  a  powerful  kingdom,  and  that  it 
fhould  not  again  recover  its  ancient  ftrength  and 

glory. After  kingdoms  and  cities  have  been  laid 

wafte,  and  remained  long  in  that  condition,  God  is 
fometimes  pleafed  to  reftore  them  to  their  former 
profperity.  Egypt  was  defolated,  and  the  people 
thereof  difperfed  into  remote  cduntries,  yet,  after 
forty  years,  the  Lord  promifed,  that  the  kingdom 
Ihould  be  reftored.  Judea  and  Jerufalem  lay  wade 
for  feventy  years,  after  which  God  was  pleafed  to  or- 
der  the  city  to  be  again  rebuilt,  and  the  land  to  be  in- 
habited. Thus  alfo,  according  to  this  prophecy,  k 
happened  to  Tyre,  when  the  Almighty  followed  his 
righteous  judgments  with  great  mercies,  that  he  might 
teach  men  to  hope  in  his  power  and  goodnefcu 

I 

.16  Take  an  harp,  go  about  the  city,  then 
harlot  that  haft  been  forgotten,  make  fv^eet  me- 
lody, fihg  many  fongs,  that  thou  mayft  be  re- 
membered. 

In  allufion  to  the  fimilitnde  ufed  in  the  preceding 
Terfe,  our  prophet  .fo];etels,  that  the  Tyrians,  after  the^ 
reftoration  of  their  city,  were  to  indulge  in  mufic,, 
feftivity,  and  joy.  Lewd  women,  when  they  found 
themfelves  negleded  or  forgotten,  were  anciently  ac- 
cuftomed  to  go  about  the  city,  in  which  lived  their 
aflbciates  in  vice,  playing  upon  mufical  inftruments^ 
and  fmging  fongs*  By  this  expedient,  they  intended 
to  remind  their  acquaintances,  that  they  wiihed  them 
to^  renew  the  intimate  correfpondence  tney  had  main- 
tained with  them  in  times  pad.  By  this  artfut  con- 
trivance, they  hoped  that  at  leaft  fome  of  thofe  with 
whom  they  had  been  familiar,  would  return  to  that 
connexion  with  theih  which  had  been  interrupted. 
In  reference  to  this  praftice.  Tyre  is  here  called  upon, 
After  the  manner  of  thefe  harlots,  to  renew  her  folici^ 

tationa 
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tations  to  her  old  friends  in  commerce,  and  to  requeft,^ 
by  the  mod  winning  methods  that  could  be  devifed* 
the  recommencement  of  ancient  intercourfe,  that  (he 
might  be  remembered,  and  frequented,  as  in  times  of 
old*  Every  allurement  was  to  be  held  out  by  the 
Tvrians,  to  induce  neighhouri^g  nations  to  trade 
Vfixh  theoit 

1 7  9  And  it  fhall  come  to  pafs  ^ter  the  end 
of  feveoty  ye»rs,  that  the  Loi^d  will  vifit  Tyre, 
and  (he  fliall  turn  to  her  hire,  and  fhall  commit 
fornication  with  all  the  kingdonas  of  the  worl4 
upon  the  facQ  of  the  ^arth«i 

Tyre,  which  was  compared  to  a  harlot  ip  the  fore* 
going  verfes,  having  been  long  negleded  by  her  com- 
meraal  connedions,  at  the  time  now  mentioned, 
was  to  cultivate  an  intimate  intercourfe  with  all  na- 
tions, and  in  fome  meafure  recover  her  ancient  cha- 

rader* The  Lord  v;ill  vifit  Tyre.  Having  punifhed 

that  city  for  her  wickednefs,  and  executed  upon  it  his 
righteous  vengeance,  he  would  vifit  it  in  mercy,  aiid 
fend  deliverance  from  that  defolate  neglefled  (late  in 

which  it  had  lain  for  feventy  years. Andjhejhall 

turn  to  her  hire^  andjhall  commit  fornication^  &c.  This 
figurative  language  mud  not  be  ftretched  too  far; 
for,  from  what  follows  in  the  next  verfe,  it  appears, 
that  this  expreffion  does  not  refped  an  illicit  prohi- 
bited commerce,  to  which  the  people  of  Tyre  would 
invite  the  nations.  The  hire,  or  profit,  acquired  by 
the  trade  they  regained,  was  to  be  confecrated  to  the 
honour  of  God,  and  the  benefit  of  his  fervants.  No 
more  feems  to  be  intended  by  this  predidion,  than 
that  their  commerce  with  many  nations  was  to  be  fo 
greatly  extended,  that  the  treafures  of  other  countries 
were  to  be  again  conveyed  into  Tyre.  The  arts 
which  were  to  be  employ^  for  this  purpofe,  in  fome 
refpefls,  refembling  thofe  which  are  ufed  by  perfons 
engaged  in  procuring  an  unlawful  intercourfe  between 

the 
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the  fexes,  their  trade  is  fpoken  of  under  that  idea. 
ITie  words  then  may  import,  that  the  Tyrian  mer- 
chants having  regained  a  conflderable  portion  of  their 
ancients  fplendor  and  opulence,  the  nations  of  the 
earth  would  be  allured  to  participate  in  her  trade,  to 
renew  their  former  treaties,  to  recover  the  confidence 
Qt  thofe  who  were  once  their  correfpondents,  and 
thus  to  compenfate  for  the  obfcurity,  the  humilia- 
tion, and  oblivion,  of  threefcore  and  ten  years. 

1 8  And  her  merchandife^  and  her  hire  fhall 
be  hplinefs to  the  Lord:  it  fliall  not  be  trea- 
fared  nor  laid  up  :  for  her  merchandife  fhall  be 
for  them  that  dwell  before  the  Lord,  to  eat 
fufiiciently,  and  for  durable  clothing.^ 

In  this  verfe,  is  revealed  God^s  gracious  defign,  al 
fome  future  period,  of  vifiting  the  people  of  Tyr€ 
with  the  light  of  his  glorious  gofpel,  and  of  admit- 
'ting  them  to  the  communion  of  his  church,  in  cdn- 
fequence  of  which,  they  were  to  confecrate  their  gain 
to  his  honour  and  fervice.--r— rThe  merchandife  and 
hire  intended  in  this  prediction,  were  the  profits 
refulting  from  enlarged  commerce,  the  opulence 
procured  from  a  lucrative  trade,  concerning  which 
the  prophet  foretels,  //  Jhall  be  holinefs  1o  the  Lord. 
This  was  the  infcription  engraven  of  old  upon  the 
mitre  worn  by  the  high  prieft  of  Jerufalem,  which  in^ 
timated,  that  he  was  a  facred  perfon,  confecrated  to 
the  folemn  fervice  of  God.  The  expreiHon,  as  applied 
to  the  riches  of  the  Tyrians,  imports,  thai  their  trea- 
fures  were  to  be  converted  to  the  fervice  of  God,  and 
his  devout  worihippers ;  that  their  property  and  pof- 
feffions  were  to  be  employed  to  the  honour  of  Jeho- 
vah ;  and  that  even  their  civil  and  common  adions 
fliould  be  performed  with  a  view  to  advance  his 

glory. r-h  Jhall  not  he  ireafured  nor  laid  up.    At  the 

time  when  this  prophecy  was  to  be  accompiifhed,  the 
Tyriansy  who  afiumed  the  profelTion  of  true  religion, 

and 
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and  experienced  the  power  of  godlinefs,  were. to  be* 
come  generous  and  liberal:  much  lefs- intent  upon 
amailing  wealth  than  on  doing  ads  of  beneficence^ 
they  would  not  avaricioufly  hoard  up  the  riches 
which  they  acquired,  but  dedicate  a  confiderable  por- 
tion of  them  to  facred  purpofes,  and  with  alacrity 
and  cheerfulnefs  expend  them  in  fupporting  ^hofe 
who  miniftered  in  holy  things. 

For  her  merchandife  Jhall  be  for  them  that  dwell  be* 
fore  the  Lord^  to  eatfufficiently^  and  far  durable  clothing. 
The  charaftcr  of  '  them  that  dwell  before  the  Lord/ 
may  be  derived  from  the  ancient  practice  of  conven- 
ing on  the  Sabbaths,  the  feaft-days,  and  other  ap- 
pointed times,  to  be  inftruded  by.  the  prophets  and 
fervants  of  God.  Several  inftances  of  this  fort  are 
mentioned  in  fcripture.  The  prophet  Elifha  fat  in  his 
houfe,  and  the  elders  fat  with  him,  to  hearken  to  his 
inftru&ions,  and  to  propofe  to  him  thei;  diiSculties  for 
refolution  *•  The  people  of  Ifrael  came  and  fat  be- 
fore the  prophet  Ezekiel,  and  heard  his  words ;  and 
unto  them  he  was  as  a  very  lovely  fong  of  one  that 
hath  a  pleafant  voice,  and  can  play  well  on  an  inftru- 
ment  f  •  In  allufion  to  this  cuftom,  the  perfons  fpoken 
df,  are  here  defer ibed  as  dwelling  before  the  Lord ; 
wanting  with  reverence  upon  the  inftitutions  of  his 
worQiip,  profefTing  to  learn  of  him  the  inftrudions  of 
wifdom,  and  diligently  attending  to  the  words  of  his 
mouth,  that  they  may  attain  the  knowledge  of  falva- 
tion  by  the  remiiHon  of  fins.  They  dwell  in  the  houfe 
of  the  Lord,  and  are  ilill  praifmg  him ;  they  behold 
his  beauty,  they  inquire  in  his  temple,  and  fpeak  of 

his  glory. A  large  portion  of  the  gain  arifmg  from 

the  merchandife  of  Tyre,  was  to  be  appropriated  to- 
ward making  lading  provifion  for  the  maintenance  of 
perfons  of  the  above  defcription.  Whether  the  Tyrians 
were  to  be  obliged  to  the  exercife  of  this  beneficence, 
in  confequence  of  their  fubjedion  to  thofe  in  autho- 

*  2  Kings  VI.  32.  f  Ezek.  xxxiii.  3I1  32. 

rity 
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tity  who  were  firmly  attached  to  the  fervice  of  God, 
or  from  real  love  to  God  and  his  people,  I  (hall  not 
ftay  to  inquire.  Charity  inclineth  to  fuppofe,  that 
the  motive  lad  mentioned,  as  it  is  the  bed,  fo  it  had 
the  mod  powerful  influence  upon  their  condud. 

This  prophecy,  with  the  other  predictions  deliver* 
ed  by  Ifaiah,  hath  been  remarkably  verified,  as  hiftory 
teftifies,  in  feveral  inftances.  At  the  time  in  \vhicn 
Tyre  was  threatened  to  be  deftroyed  by  Nebuchad- 
nezzar, great  numbers  of  wometi  and  children  were 
tranfported  to  Carthage,  that  the  remaining  inha- 
bitants might  the  more  fuccefsfully  defend  the  city 
from  the  attacks  of  their  enemies.  Thefe  ftrangers, 
however,  did  not  long  enjoy  tranquillity  in  that  city, 
which  they  had  chofen  for  an  afylum,  but  were  dif- 
turbed  by  fome  naval  expeditions,  which  were  directed 
againfl  that  place.  Nebuchadnezzar's  conquefts  com- 
menced with  his  reign :  and,  from  the  time  that  Tyre 
was  taken  by  him,  the  city  was  forgotten  during  the 
continuance  of  the  Babylonian  empire ;  at  the  expira- 
tion of  which,  the  nations,  conquered  by  that  mo- 
narch, were  reftored  to  liberty,  and  Tyre  was  deli- 
vered from^  the  oppreflive  power  of  thofe  who  fuc- 
ceeded  that  tyrannical  prince.  After  her  deflrufUon, 
firfl  by  Nebuchadnezzar,  and  then  by  Alexander, 
having  continued  for  a  long  time  in  a  defolate  condi- 
tion, fhe  recovered  in  fome  meafure  her  ancient  trade, 
wealth,  and  grandeur.  The  inhabitants,  with  the 
other  neighbouring  countries,  early  embraced  Cbrif- 
lianity*  The  apoftle  Paul,  in  his  travels,  found  there 
a  number  of  difciples,  fitting  before  the  Lord,  vho 
endeavoured  to  difTuade  him  from  executing  his  pur- 
pofe  of  going  up  to  Jerufalem  *.  The  citizens  early 
began  to  confecrate  their  riches  to  the  honour  of 
God,  and  to  employ  them  in  building  a  very  fplendid 
and  magnificent  church  for  the  worfhip  of  Jehovah ; 
to  which  many  others,  in  procefs  of  time,  were  added. 

*  Ads  xxi.  4* 

An 
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An  archbUhoprick  was  formed  there  under  the  pa- 
triarchate of  Jerufalem,'  with  fourteen  bifhopricks  un- 
der its  jurifdi£tion.  It  continued  in  the  profeflion  of 
Chriftianity  till  it  was  takenr  by  the  Saracens  in  639. 
It  was  recovered  by  the  Chriftians  in  1 1 24.  In  1 280 
it  was  conquered  by  the  Mamulucs,  and  afterwards 
taken  from  them  by  the  Turks  in  1516.  Since  that 
time,  it  hath  fallen  into  decay ;  and  is  now  a  mere* 
luin,  a  bare  rock^  a  place  to  fpread  nets  upon,  as  the 
prophet  E^^kiel  anciently  foretold  *• 

Thus  have  we  confidered  the  oracles  which  were 
revealed  to  Ifaiah  concerning  the  nations  that  lay 
around  Jerufal^gi,  and  the  righteous  judgments  which 
he  denounced,  in  the  name  of  God,  againft  the  ene- 
mies of  his  people.  We  have  feen,  that  pne  great  de- 
fira  of  his  raifing  them  to  power  and  opulence,  to 
glory  and  renown,  was  the  trial,  or  deliverance  of  his 
people;  and  that  their  puniOiment  and  deftrudion 
ferved  to  difplay  his  Righteous  vengeance,  and  tender 
care  of  his  fervants.  We  have  heard  of  God's  won- 
derful doings  among  the  kingdoms  of  the  eartli,  and 
the  glorious  conquefts  that  he  hath  obtained  over  the 
moft  powerful  empires,  dates,  and  kingdoms,  by 
means  of  which  he  hath  preferved  and  eftabliflied  his 
church.  We  have  contemplated  the.  fall  of  Babylon, 
the  overthrow  of  the  Philiftines,  the  defolation  of 
Moab,  the  calamitous  (late  of  the  Syrians,  the  deva- 
(lation  of  Egypt,  the  defeat  of  the  Ethiopians  and 
Arabians,  and  the  deftrudion  of  Tyre.  Whilft  we 
behold  all  thefe  mighty  inveterate  enemies  of  the 
church  of  God  buried  in  ruins,  we  fee  her  wonder- 
fully delivered,  and  immoveably  eftablifhed  on  a  fure 
foundation,  which  cannot  be  deftroyed.  Let  the 
children  of  Zion  then  be  joyful  in  their  King,  and 
continue  undaunted  amidft  all  the  difficulties  which 
they  may  have  to  furmount  in  the  fervice  of  God.  If 
you  are  ready  to  be  difcouraged  by  the  ftrong  oppo- 

•  Ezck.  XXVI.  14.    Sec  Lowth's  Notes. 

VoL-U.  Sf  fitiou 


3«*  LECTURES,  t^c.     Chap.XXIU. 

• 

fitioft  which  you  fee  formed  againft  the  Lord  and 
his  Anointed,  be  aflured,  that  he,  who  fitteth  in  the 
heavens,  ihall  have  them  in  derifion,  an^  fpeak  to 
them  in  wrath,  who  would  break  his  bands,  and  cad 
away  his  cords.  He  will  not  only  fruftrate  the  fooliih 
defigns  of  deluded  people  formed  againft  his  church, 
but  he  will  alfo  difappoint  the  crafty  attempts  made 
by  the  wifeft  and  ftrongeft  enemies,  whom,  in  due 
fi^on,  he  will  punifli  for  their  iniquity  and  prefump^ 
tion.  By  defeating  the  counfels  of  the  wife,  and 
counteracting  the  power  of  the  mighty,  the  Lord  our 
God  preferveth  his  people  in  fafety,  and  obtaineth 
from  them  praife,  and  honour,  and  glory.  I  conclude^ 
in  the  concife  and  energetic  words  of  the  church,  de* 
daring  her  truft  and  confidence  in  God ;  *  The  Hea** 
^  then  raged,  the  kingdoms  were  moved :  he  uttereci 
^  his  voice,  the  earth  melted.  The  Lord  of  hofts  i% 
*  with  us,  the  God  of  Jacob  is  our  refuge  *.' 

♦  Pfal  xlvi.  6,  7. 
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prelimiiJary  observations. 

* 

WE  now  enter  on  the  confideration  of  the  con- 
cluding difcourfe,  contained  in  the  fecond  part 
of  thefe  prophecies,  which  treats  of  (he  divine  judg- 
•  nients  to  be  inflicted  on  the  corrupt  difobedient  Jews^ 
on  the  enemies  of  the  church, of  God,  and  the  diftin- 
guifhing  benefits  to  be  enjoyed  by  his  people,  after  the 
punifliment  of.their  adverfaries.  The  prophet  is  em- 
ployed in  convincing,  and  reproving  the  people  of 
Judah  for  their  many  grievous  defections  from  God, 
in  reprefenting  the  terrible  calamities  to  which,  on 
thefe  accounts,  they  flood  expofed,  and  in  comforting 
the  diftrefTed  and  difconfolate  with  precious  promifes 
of  the  moft  excellent  bleflings.  Though  this  difcourfe 
feems  to  have  been  primarily  addreifed,  about  the  be- 
ginning of  Hezekiah's  reign,  to  the  pofterity  of  Ifrael, 
and  had  a  dire£l  reference  to  them,  yet  fimilar  judg- 
ments are  denounced,  and  fimilar  benefits  promifed, 
to  people  of  all  nations,  of  the  fame  chara£ler,  and  in 

the  fame  circumftances  with  them. ^The  chapter 

begins  with  an  affeding  defcription  of  the  defolation 
of  Judea,  and  the  dreadful  confufion  that  .prevailed 
among  all  ranks  of  people,  a  moving  pi&ure  of  ex- 
treme diflrefs  is  delineated  in  ftrong  colours,  height- 
ened by  many  ftriking  circumftances,  ver,  i . — i^.— — 
Then  follows  the  aflurance,  that  predifled  judgments 
were  to  be  moderated,  that  the  godly  were  to  be  ex- 
empted from  them,  and  that  the  divine  righ^eouf- 
nefs  and  mercy,  difplayed  in  this  difpenfation,  was  to 

be  publicly  celebrated,  ver.  13.— 16. After  which^ 

the  fatal  effeds  arifing  from  the  execution  of  threat- 
ened judgments  are  exhibited  in  ftrong  metaphorical 

language,  ver.  17. — 20. The  prophecy  concludes, 

by  foretelling  the  puniftiments  to  be  infli£led  on  the 
enemies  of  the  church,  the  happy  condition  of  God's 
people  after  their  deliverance,  and  the  eftablifhment 
of  the  kingdom  of  GoU  in  fuch  glory  as  it  had  not 

hitherto 
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hitherto  attained,  ver.  2 1.  to  the  end.— —Interpreters 
are  not  agreed  as  to  the  particular  fubjeft  which  is 
efpecially  intended  in  this  chapter.  Some  refer  it  to 
the  defolation  of  the  land  of  Judah,  caufed  by  the  in- 
vaiion  oT  Shalmanefer ;  fofaie,  to  the  invafion  of  Ne- 
buchadnezzar ;  and  others,  to  the  deftrudion  of  the 
city  .and  nation  of  the  Jews  by  the  Romans.  A  cele- 
brated commentator  *  applies  it  to  the  perfecution  of 
Antiochus  Epiphanes.  Perhaps  it  may  have  a  view 
to  all  thefe  great  devaftations  of  Judea.  The  prophet, 
without  reftraining  it  by  particular  marks  to  one  event, 
chiefly  employs  general  images,  fuch  as  fet  forth  the 
common  ruin  that  was  to  be  brought  on  the  country 
by  thefe  great  revolutions,  involving  in  it  all  orders 
of  men,  changing  the  face  of  things,  deftroying  their 
religion  and  civil  polity.  « 


CHAP.^iXIV. 

BEHOLD,  the  Lord  maketh  the  earth 
empty,  and  maketh  it  wafte,  and  turneth 
it  upiide  down,  and  fcattereth  abroad  the  inha^ 
bitants  thereof.^ 

After  having  foretold  the  deftruftion  of  feveral  fo- 
reign nations,  which  were  the  enemies  of  Judah,  the 
prophet  declares  the  judgments  impending  over  the 
people  pf  God  themfelves,  for  their  apoftafy  and  wic« 

kednefs. The  earth  fpoken  of,  in  this  prophecy, 

does  not  feem  to  denote  the  whole  earth,  which  G^ 
hath  given  to  the  children  of  men  for  a  habitation, 
but  the  land  of  Canaan,  pofleiTed  by  the  pofterity  of 
Ifr^el.  In  this  limited  fenfe  the  word  is  fometimes 
ufed  in  fcripture,  as  in  PfaL  xlviii.  a.  where  it  is  (aid, 

*  Vitrioga. 

*  The 
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*  The  joy  of  the  whole  earth  is  mount  Zion.'  This  i^ 
the  earth  of  which  our  prophetipeaks  in  this  verfe,  that 
"was  inhabited,  at  the  time  referred  to,  by  a  perfidious 
and  hypocritical  people,  whom  God  determined  fe- 
verely  to  punifli  for  their  multiplied  tranfgreflions.^^ 
The  devaftatton,  here  defcribed  in  ftrong  terms,  is  at- 
tributed to  Jehovah,  who,  as  feemeth  good  in  his  fight, 
replenifheth  the  earth  with  hi^  goodnefs,  and  defolates 
it  by  his  righteous  judgments.  In  the  emphatical  lan- 
guage of  the  royal  prophet,  ^  He  tumeth  a  fruitful  land 
^  into  barrennefs,  for  the  wickednefs  of  them  that  dwell 
^  therein.  They  are  diminifhed,  and  brought  low, 
'  through  oppremon,  affliction,  and  forrow*.'  In  every 
calamity,  the  fupreme  hand  of  God,  who  worketh  all 
in  all,  ought  to  be  obferved ;  and,  therefore,  men  are 
called  to^^Behold^  the  Lord  maketh  the  earth  empty ^ 
and  maketh  it  wqfte.  The  former  of  thefe  expref- 
fions  may  relate  to  the  inhabitants,  and  the  latter  to 
the  land  itfelf ;  or  the  fentiment  may  be  repeated, 
with  fome  variation,  to  fignif^  the  certainty  and  im« 
portance  of  what  men  are  here  called  to  contemplate. 
The  Lord  hath  various  ways  whereby  he  divefts  a 
land  of  its  inhabitants,  and  renders  it  wade.  The 
fire  and  fword,  famine  and  peftilence,  are  the  fa- 
tal inflruments  he  employs  to  accomplifh  this  direful 
event.  By  one  or  other,  or  by  all  thefe  means,  the 
land  of  Judea  was  to  be  deprived  of  all  that  was  truly 
valuable.  The  riches  which  it  contained  were  to 
be  exhaufted ;  the  houfes  were  to  be  demoli(hed ;  the 
cides  were  to  be  deftroyed ;  the  corns  and  cattle  were 
to  be  confumed,  or  carried  away  by  the  enemy ;  and 
the  temple,  wherein  were  vifible  the  fymbols  of  the 
divine  prefence,  was  to  be  overthrown. 

And  tumeth  it  upftde  down^  &c.  The  condition  of 
the  land  of  Judea  was  to  be  totally  reverfed.  Accord- 
ing to  the  tranflation  of  the  Hebrew  words,  in  the 
margin  of  fome  Bibles,  He  p^rverteth  the  face  of  it, 

*  FfaL  c?ii.  34-  39. 

giving 
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raving  it  a  very  different  appearance  from  what  it 
formerly  wore.  The  (late  of  the  country  was  to  be 
entirely  changed  in  civil  refpecls :  it  (hould  be  wholly- 
altered  j  and  the  inhabitants,  in  their  religious  capa- 
city, were  to  fuiFer  a  total  revolution.  Abundance 
was  to  be  exchanged  for  fcarcity,  fafety  and  comfort 
for  danger  and  difinay,  joy  was  to  be  converted  into 
mourning,  thofe  who  were  in  power  were  to  beabafed, 
and  thofe  who  had  been  moft  refpe&ed  fliould  fall 
into  contempt.— —^«^/  fcattereth  abroad  the  inha^ 
bkants  thereof.  The  people  of  the  land,  either  through 
choice  or  neceffity,  were  to  be  difperfed,  not  only 
through  their  own  cities  and  Country,  but  many  of 
them  were  to  go  into  diftant  nations,  where  they 
Ihould  not  find  any  fixed  refidence;  whilft  others 
were  to  be  carried  captive  into  foreign  kingdotais, 
where  they  would  be  treated  with  much  rigour  and 
feverity. 

2  And  it  ihall  be,  as  with  the  people,  fo  with 
th?  priefl ;  as  with  the  fervant,  fo  with  his 
mafter ;  as  with  the  maid,  fo  with  her  miflrefs  ; 
as  with  the  buyer,  fo  with  the  feller ;  as  with 
the  lender,  fo  with  the  borrower ;  as  with  the 
taker  of  ufury,  fo  with  the  giver  of*  ufury  to 
him. 

In  this  verfe,  the  univerfal  extent  of  the  threaten- 
ed defolation  is  foretold :  neither  high  nor  low,  rich 
nor  poor,  (hould  efcape  the  common  calamity.  The 
honour  and  refped  due  to  the  prieft,  was  not  to  pre* 
vent  him  from  fharing  in  the  fame  diAreifes  with  the 
people :  notwithftanding  their  fuperior  advantages 
and  obligations,  they  had  been  as  corrupt  as  thofe 
among  whom  they  miniftered ;  and,  therefore,  they 
were  to  fhare  with  them  in  the  approaching  judg- 
ments. Mafters  and  fervants,  miftreffes  and  maids^ 
buyers  and  fellers^  lenders  and  borrowers,  takers  and 

givers 
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givers  of  ufury,  had  all  corrupted  their  wayi ;  and, 
on  that  account,  they  were  all  to  be  involved  in  the 

fame  miferies. AU  men  are  fubjeft  to  the  common 

ills  that  diftrefs  human  nature :  all  are  liable  to  the 
fame  difeafes  of  body,  to  the  fame  forrows  of  mind, 
to  the  fame  affli£lions  and  loiTes  almoft  of  every  fort, 
All  men,  whatever  be  their  condition,  are  expofed  to 
the  irrefiftible  judgments  of  God,  with  which  he 
fometimes  vifits  finful  nations,  Thofe  who  fill  the 
higher  ftations  in  fociety,  may  go  firft  into  captivity ; 
vhilft  thofe  who  are  in  the  lower  ranks,  may  be  the 
firft  who  feel  the  fmart  of  famine  and  want.  Let  not 
finners  then,  of  any  defcription,  promife  themfelves 
exemption  from  God's  righteous  judgments.  He  will 
affuredly  meet  them  in  one  way  or  other :  if  they  ne* 
gled  to  feek  him,  he  will  find  them  out.    ^  The 

*  flight  fliall  perifl)  from  the  fwift,  and  the  ftrong 

*  (hall  not  ftrengthen  his  force,  neither  (hall  the 

*  mighty  deliver  himfelf*.*  Neither  fwiftnefs  nor 
ftrength,  courage  nor  riches,  can  fcreen  their  pof- 
feflbrs  from  the  omnipotent  arm  of  Jehovah.  This 
confideration  ought  to  make  us  folicitous  carefully 
to  avoid  thofe  tranfgre(fions  which  bring  on  nations 
and  individuals  his  awful  difpleafure. 

3  The  land  (hall  be  utterly  emptied,  and  ut- 
terly fpoifed :  for  the  LoKD  hath  fpoken  this 
word. 

Having  foretold  the  extenfive  calamities  to  be  in- 
flided  on  the  land  of  Canaan,  our  prophet  next  men- 
tions the  complete  defolation  with  which  they  were  to 

be  attended. ^The  judgments  of  the  Almighty  are 

difpenfed  in  various  degrees,  proportioned  to  the 
number  and  atrocity  of  the  crimes  committed  by  thofe 
who  have  provoked  him  to  anger.  Sometimes  he  af« 
fiids  a  land  more  lightly,  and  then  it  is  only  in  part 

^  Amot  iu  14. 

emptied 
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emptied  and  fpoiled :  fometimes  the  wickednefs^  on 
account  of  which  he  executeth  vengeance,  hath  been 
fo  exceedingly  aggravated  and  nmltiplied,  that  the 
defolation  is  complete  and  univerfaL  By  the  fword, 
the  famine,  and  the  peftilence,  to  which,  in  fome  in- 
ftances,  have  been  joined  the  ravages  of  wild  beads, 
inundations,  earthquakes,  tempefts,  a  land  hath  been 
utterly  fpoiled  of  its  cities,  towns,  and  villages,  of  its 
inhabitants,  cattle,  and  corns.  Such  were  to  be*  the 
dreadful  effedis  of  the  calamities  predided  in  the  pre- 
ceding verfes.  ■  To  give  the  fulled  aflurance  of  the 
truth  of  what  is  foretold,  thefe  remarkable  words 
are  fubjoined,  for  the  L^rd  hath  fpoken  this  word; 
and  what  he  hath  fpoken  by  his  fervants  (hall  cer- 
tainly come  to  pafs.  Polfefled  of  infinite  power  and 
unchangeable  veracity,  he  will  unqueftionably  fulfil 
his  promifes,  and  perform  his  threatenings.    ^  The 

*  word  that  goeth  out  (tf  his  mouth,  (hall  not  return 
^  to  him  void,  but  it  (hall  accompli(h  that  which  he 

*  pleafes,  and  it  (hall  profper  in  the  thing  whereto 

*  hfe  fent  it  *.'  Delude  not  yourfelves  then,  as  did  the 
houfe  of  Judah,  who  belied  the  Lord,  by  fooli(hly 
imagining,  that  the  judgments  God  hath  denounced 
fhall  not  be  executed ;  for,  as  the  prophet  Hofea  hatl) 
declared,  they  are  as  the  light  that  goeth  forth  f  • 

4  The  earth  mourneth  and  fadeth  away,  the 
world  langui(heth  and  fadeth  away,  the  haughty 
people  of  the  earth  do  languifh. 

» 

The  mournful  confequencei  of  the  predided  defo- 
lation are,  in  this  verfe,  delineated  in  firong  and 

glowing  colours. ^The  earth,  and  the  world,  as  I 

fuppofe,  muft  be  underftood  in  the  fame  limited  fenfe 
as  the  earth  mentioned  in  the  beginning  of  this  chap- 
ter, fignifying,  the  land  of  Judea,  which  the  prophet 
declared  ihoidd  be  laid  wafte.    The  people  in  that 

*  Ifaiph  Iv.  II.  t  Hofea  vi.  5. 

country, 
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eountry,  according  to  this  prophecy,  were  to  be 
greatly  diftrefled,  and  very  forrowful,  and  to  pine 
away  with  grief,  on  account  of  the  complicated  mife- 
ries  ix^hich  they  luftained.  The  cattle  alfo,  and  the 
fruits  pf  the  field,  yttre  tp  decay,  and  wither  away, 
through  want  of  proper  care  and  cultivation.  The 
haughty  inhabitants,  who  occupied  the  higheft  and 
moft  tnninent  ftations  in  the  kingdom,  and  diftin- 
guiflied  themfelves  by  pride  and  vanity,  were  to  droop 
and  languifii,  through  anxiety,  aKHidion,  and  for- 
row.-^-^— The  execution  off  divine  judgments  upon  a 
land  or  nation,  that  hath ,  greatly  provoked  God  by 
their  iniquities,  brings  about  remarkable  changes,, 
which  afford  juft  ground  for  mourning  and  lamenta- 
tion. When  Tyre  was  befieged,  and  conquered  by 
her  enemies,  the  nierchants  and  mariners  wept  and 
howled:  when  Judea  was  defolated,  and  Jerufalem 
taken,  Jeremiah,  and  his  companions,  bewailed  the 
defolatiod  in  mournful  plaintive  (trains.  The  prac- 
tice is  natural  and  proper^ 

.5  The  earth  alfo  is  defiled  under  the  inhabi- 
tants thereof:  becaufe  they  have  tranfgrefled  the 
lawSy  changed  the  ordinance^  broken  the  ever- 
lafting  coyenant. 

* 

Thefe  words  point  out  the  procuring  caufe  of  the 

predicted  defolation, ^The  inhabitants  of  the  earth 

pollute  it  by  their  fins :  the  children  of  Ifrael  defiled 
-God's  land^  by  filling  his  inheritance  with  the  car- 
cafes  of  their  abojninable  things,  with  their  idolatries, 
with  their  wicked  inventions  and  corrupt  ways  *.  Sin 
obfcures  the  glory  of  God,  and  fullies  the  beauty  of 
the  creation : .  it  defiles  not  only  thofe  who  commit  it, 
but  even  the  earth  itfelf,  where  it  is  done,  as  plainly 
mtimated  in  the  words  before  us.  This,  then,  is  one 
caufe  why  God  fendeth  his  judgments  on  the  earti), 

^  See  Jer*  xvi.  iS. 

Vol.  II.  Tt  thq 
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the  pollution  that  it  hath  contra£ted  by  the  iniquities 

of  its  inhabitants. Another  reafon  is  fugge(ted  in 

thefe  words :  Becaufe  tbfy  have  tranfgrejfed  the  lawsj  of 
nature,  of  confcience,  and  of  nations,  the  ceremonial^ 
judicial,  and  moral  laws,  delivered  to  them  by  Jeho« 
vali  hin^elf.  Thefe  laws,  (lamped  by  the  facred  autho- 
rity of  the  one  great  Lawgiver,  which  they  ought  to^ 
have  religioufly  obferved,  they  prefumptuoy^y  tranf-^ 
grefled,  omitting  to  do  what  he  had  required,  uid 
committing  what  he  bad  forbidden.  By  a&ing  ii^ 
this  manner,  they  became  guilty  before  God  of  con^^ 
temning  his  holy  commandments,  and  in<;urred  hi% 
juft  difpleafure. 

They  changed  the  ordinance.  The  word  tranflate4 
ordinance^  denotes  the  inftitutions,  the  rites,  or  fta« 
tutes,  which  Qod  had  appointed.  Thefe  ordinances,^ 
prefcribed  by  Jehovah,  conftituted  a  confiderable  part 
of  that  divine  worihip  which  he  required  under  the 
former  di(penfation :  they  formed  the  partition-^wall  that 
feparated  the  Ifraelites  rroQi  the  furrqunding  nations^ 
and  ferved  to  preferye  the^l  from  idolatry  and  fuper- 
llition ;  -  they  typified  the  fufferings  and  death  of  the 
Mefliah,  with  the  good  things  wbi^h  were  then  fu*i 
lure.  Thefe  ordinancpes  the  pofterity  of  Ifrael  changed :. 
they  ran  into  one  or  other  extreme:  by  negieft- 
ing  them,  they  fell  into  the  mo(^  abominable  prac- 
tices; and,  by  obferving  them,  they  placed  their 
confidence  upon  them  for  acceptance  with  God,  and 
indulged  in  the  omiflion  of  fpiritual  obedience  and 
jtnoralduties.— T— JSr^i^^^ the everlajiinz covenant »  The 
people  of  Judah  had  not  only  abu/ed  the  rite$  and  ce- 
remonies of  divine  appointment,  but  they  had  burft 
afunder  the  folemn  obligations  into  which  they  en- 
tered, when  God  avouched  them  to  be  his  people, 
and  they  avouched  the  Lord  to  be  their  God.  In  this 
covenant,  God  promifed  to  confer  upon  them  the 
moft  important  benefits ;  and  they,  on  their  part,  en- 
gaged to  perform,  through  the  grace  of  the  Moft 
High,  the  various  duties  that  God  required.    This 

was 
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was  an  everlafting  covenant,  that  du^ht  never  to  bav6 
hcen  difannuUed  throughout  all  generations.  Not- 
Withftanding,  God  was  pleafed  to  fulfil  the  gracious 
aflurances  that  he  had  given  them  of  his  favour  and 
U^ing:  they  hearkened  not  to  his  voice;  they  de- 
fpifed  his  ftatutes,  and  difobeyed  his  commandments  ) 
they  were  unfeithful,  unfteadfaft,  and  perfidious^  in 
this  covenant.— —Such  were  the  caufes  of  the  mife- 
ties  that  befel  the  inhabitants  of  Judea ;  and  which 
never  fiail  to  bring  down  divine  judgments  upon  thoft 
who,  fike  them,  tranfgrefs  agamft  the  Lord. 

6  Therefore  hath  the  curfe  devoured  the 
earth,  and  they  that  dwell  therein  are  defolate : 
therefore  the  inhabitants  of  the  earth  are  burned, 
and  few  men  left. 

The  wickednefs  defcribed  in  the  preceding  verfe,  is 
affirmed  to  have  been  the  caufe  of  the  defolation  and 

confumption  foretold  in  thefe  words. ^The  curfe 

here  intended,  comprehends  the  awful  judgments  of 
God,  vrith  their  terrible  effeds,  to  which  fin  expofei 
tranfgreflbrs  of  his  laws  and  co\^enant/  The  maledic* 
dons  of  God  are  not  feeble  and  impotent  declarations, 
but  folemn  denunciations  of  the  awful  calamities 
which  ar^  therein  contained.  The  fins  of  Judah 
brought  along  with  them  that  curfe^  which  devoured 
the  earth,  confuni^  the  people,  deftroved  their  dtics 
and  towns,  and  burnt-  up  the  fruits  of^  the  field.  If 
you  with  to  know  what  is  comprehended  in  this  c^rfe, 
you  may  read  the  twenty-eighth  chapter  of  Deutero- 
nomy,  from  the  fifteenth  verfe ;  and  you  will  fee  how 
it  devours  the  earth,  and  layeth  defolate  them  that 
dwell  therein.    *  This  is  the  curfe  (faid  the  angel  to 

*  the  prophet  Zecbariah)  that  goeth  over  the  face  of 

*  the  whole  earth :  for  every  one  that  ftealeth,  fhall 

*  be  cut  off  as. on  this  fide,  according  to  it}  and 

*  every  one  that  fweareth,  fhall  be  cut  off  as  on  that 

*  fide,  according  to  it.    I  will  bring  it  forth,  faith  the 

«JLord 


332  ,  LECTURES  on  the     C^ap.XXIV. 

^  Lord  of  ^ofts,  and  it  fhall  enter  into  the  houfe  of 
^  the  thief,  and  into  the  houfe  of  him « that  fweareth 
^  falfely  by  my  name :  and  it  fhatt  remain  in  ihe 
^  midft  of  his  houfe,  and  (hall  confume  it,  with  the 

^  timber  thereof,  and  the  (tones  thereof*/ ^It  is 

added,  in  the  latter  part  of  the  verfe. 

Therefore  the  inhabitants  of  the  earth  are  burned^  and 
few  men  left.—'—GTedi  troubks,  and  painful  calami- 
ties, are  reprefented,  in  fcripture^hmguage,  as  burning 
men,  becaufe  they  excite  ailoni(hment  and  terror,  and 
fuddenly  confume  them,  as  fire  does  the  combuftible 

materials  of  which  it  takes  hold. jind  few  men 

left.  Though  the  defolaticm.  was  to  be  very  extenfive, 
yet  fome  were  happily  to  efcape.  In  the  midft  of  de- 
ferved  wrath,  God  remembereth  mercy :  a  few  are 
always  left,  and  a  remnant  is  faved.  When  God  de- 
ftroyed  the  old  world  by  the  deluge,  Noah,  and  his 
&mily,  were  preferved  by  means  of  the  ark.  When 
God  rained  fire  and  brimftonefrom  heaven  on  Sodonx 
and  Gomorrah,  righteous  Lot,  and  his  daughters^ 
were  delivered.  When  the  curfe  devoured  the  land 
of  Canaan,  a  few  of  the  inhabitants  were  left,  as  here 
foretold. 

7  The  new  wine  mourneth,  the  via«  Ian- 
guifheth,  all  the  merry-hearted  do  figh. 

8  The  mirth  of  tabrets  ceafeth,  the  noife  of 
them  that  rejoice  endeth,  the  joy  of  the  harp 
ceafeth. 

9  They  fhall  not  drink  wine  vnth  a  fong^ 
flrong  drink  (hall  be  bitter  to  them  that  drink  it. 

Some  of  the  mournful  confequences  that  were  to 
follow  the  predi&ed  judgments  on  Judea  are  de- 
fcribed  in  thefc  verfes,  which  are-  fo  plain  as  to  re- 
quire little  illuftration -To  exprefs  the  diftrefled 

and  miferable  ftate  of  the  country,  our  prophet  irfcs 

*  Zedu  V.  3, 4» 

images 


V£k.7,8,9-   PROPHECIES  OF  ISAIAtt.        333 

images  taken  from  the  mod  ftriking  parts  of  nature^ 
and  contrails  the  then  forlorn  ftate  of  the  inhabi- 
taotts  with  their  former  profperous  condition.  He  re- 
prefents  every  thing  lamenting  over  the  calaimities 
that  affli&ed  the  land.  The  new  wine  mourneih. 
Had  this  valuable  liquor,  which,  in  better  times, 
cheered  the  hearts  of  the  people,  been  capable  of  fen- 
lation  and  fympathy,  it  mud  now  have  been  forrow- 
fill,  to  obferve  how  much  it  was  neglefted,  during 
this  period  of  grief  and  vexation,  in  the  lalid  of  Ju« 

dahk The  vine  languijheth.    The  excellent  vines, 

which  produced  the  iineft  grapes,  when  properly  cuU 
tivated  and  fupported,  were  fallen  into  decay,  had  loft 
their  flrength  and  fruitfulnefs,  and,  in  this  declining 
fbite,  were  ready  to  die.  All  the  merry-bearted  do 
figb.  The  condition  of  the  country  being  reverfed, 
the  difpofition  of  the  inhabitants  was  to  be  entirely 
changed :  thofe  who  were  of  the  mod  cheerful  tem<* 
per,  and  mod  agreeable  companions,  were  to  exchange 

their  mirth  and  vivacity  for  forrow  and  (ighing. 

The  mirtb  oftabrets  ceafeib.  So  great  and  extenfive 
Ihould  be  the  defolation  and  ruin  of  this  once  glorious 
land,  that  there  was  to  be  no  more  mu(icat  entertain- 
ments, for  the  amufement  of  the  rich,  or  for  infpiring 
joy  and  gladnefs  into  the  people.— Ti6^  noije  of  tbem 
that  rejoice  endetb.  The  cheerfulnefs  and  feftivity 
which  attends  abundance  of  corn,  wine,  and  oil,  is 
commonly  accompanied  with  mufic,  ihouting,  or  fome 
other  exprellions  of  gaiety :  to  all  noife  of  this  fort, 
an  end  was  to  be  put  in  Judea,  by  the  diftreflfes  that 

were  coming  upon  that  country. The  joy  of  the 

harp  ceafeth.  Though  the  found  of  this  fweet  mufi- 
cal  inftrument  was  grave  and  melodious,  it  was  like- 
wife  to  be  laid  afide,  and  no  longer  ufed  as  in  former 
times.— Ti&^jfyfetf//  not  drink  wine  with  afong.  The 
liberal  ufe  of  generous  wine  is  often  attended  with  a 
fong,  that  promotes  cheerfulnefs  and  good-humour 
among  the  company :  this  pradice  was  likewife  to  be 
laid  afide,  as  unfuitable  to  the  mournful  fts^te  of  the 

people. 
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^ople. Str&ng  drink  /hall  be  bitter  to  them  that 

drink  it.  It  ihould  Ibfe  the  relifli  that  it  formerly  had 
in  profperous  days,  and  become  unpalatable,  through 
difti'efs  of  body,  anxiety  of  mind,  or  the  heavy  \offei 
fuftained  by  ttie  inhabitants.  Similar  predidioni 
vrere  delivered  by  the  prophet  Jeremiah,  of  which 
the  following  is  ti  fpecimen :  *  Moreover,  1  will  take 

*  from  them  the  voice  of  mirth,  aiid  the  voice  of 

*  gladnefs,  the  voice  6f  the  bridegroom,  and  thd 

*  voice  of  the  bride,  the  found  of  the  mill-ftonjes,  and 

*  the  light  of  the  candle :  and  this  whole  land  ffaall  be 
^  a  defolation^  and  an  aftonifliment  */*  &fr« 

i  o  The  city  of  confufion  is  btoketi  dowii  t  every 
houfe  is  (hut  up,  that  no  man  may  come  in. 

1 1  There  is  a  crying  for  wine  in  the  ftreets,' 
all  joy  is  darkened,  the  mirth  of  the  land  is 
gone, 

1 2  In  the  city  is  left  defolation,  and  the  gate 
is  fmitten  with  deftrudtion. 

The  miferable  ftate  to  which  Jefufalem  vras  to  be 
reduced,  is,  in  thefe  verfes,  emphatically  deforibed.— ^ 
The  metropolis  of  Judea  is  doubtlefs  intended  by'the 
city  of  confufion.  Though  once  a  beautiful  city,  re« 
jnarkable  for  its  fine  Yituation^  the  regularity  of  the 
buildings,  and  the  good  order  obferved  by  the  citt* 
zens,  yet  now  the  houfes  were  demoliflied,  the  ftreeis 
were  confufed  with  rubbifh,  the  inhabitants  were 
perplexed  and  difturbed,  and  all  manner  of  diforder 
every  where  prevailed.  The  city  was  broken  down  ; 
the  walls,  the  public  buildings,  the  private  houfes^ 
were  in  great  meafure  deftroyed.  Many  of  the  inha^ 
bitants  being  flain,  many  of  them  led  captive,  and 
others  trying  to  efcape  by  flight,  the  houfes  were  ihut 
up,  all  intercourfe  with  the  city  was  fufpended>  and 

*  Jer.  xxY.  iO|  XI. 

no 
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na  peribn  was  allowed  to  come  in  from  the  neighs 
i)Qurhood. — T^There  is  (i  crying  for  wn^  in  ib^JlreetSn 
Whether  this  call  for  wiiie  was  it}ade  by  thofe  who 
aiTaglted  the  city,  or  the  few  rem^iining  people  who 
were  left  in  it,  it  intimates,  that  the  vintage  was 
(poiled ;  that  wine  was  very  fcatce,  and  coiild  not 
be  procured  but  with  much   difficulty,  and  zx  a 

high  price* All  joy  is  darkemd^  th^  mirth  of  th9 

land  is  gone.  The  joy  and  gladnefs  which  formerly 
enlightened  (he  city^  and  rendered  it  gay  and  cheer- 
ful, was  now  obfcured,  by  the  thicK  gloom  of  diftrels 
^nd  melancholy ;  the  mirth  that  once  prevailed  among 
the  citizens,  and  had  long  vifited  them,  was  fled,  like 
a  vifion  of  the  night,  and  was  f^cceeded  by  ipourning' 
and  lamentation. 

In  tb^  city  is  left  dcfolationy  and  the  gate  is  fmitten 
with  dejirudion.  The  inhabitants  of  Jerufalem,  by 
their  profanity  and  \^ickednefs,  having  provoked  God 
to  fend  very  ^wful  judgments  upon  them.,  nothing  re^ 
plained  of  that  ^o^pad  and  beautiful  city,  but  an  im- 
menfe .  confufed  heap  of  ruins,  ](^othing  was  to  be 
feen  of  the  ^lendid  gates  that  once  adorned  the  city^ 
which  were  fmitten  to  the  ground,  and  buried  in  de- 

ftruftion,  by  the  fury  of  the  enemy. God,  my 

brethren,  hath  often  foretold  the  righteous  judgments 
which  he  was  about  to  execute  upon  men  for  their 
fins,  and  given  them  timeous  warning  of  their  ap- 
proaching miferable  condition,  if  they  perfifted  in 
their  tranTgreffions.  He  gives  previous  information 
of  the  changes  that  happen  even  in  the  natural  worlds 
Prefages  are  difcemible  of  a  temped  of  wind,  a  deluge 
of  rain,  a  heavy  thunder-dorm,  and  of  other  confider- 
able  alterations  in  the  weather.  Symptoms  are  fre- 
quently obfervable,  in  the  human  conditution,  of  ap- 
proaching didrefs  and  diflblution.  To  the  Jews  were 
given  figns  of  the  times,  by  attending  to  which  they 
might  have  known,  that  the  overthrow  of  their  na- 
tion, city,  and  temple,  was  drawing  near.  The  dark 
cloud  which  for  feme  time  hung  over  their  heads, 

prognodicated 
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prognofticated  the  ftorm  v/hlch  proved  fatal  to  them. 
Thefe  warnings  of  natural  and  national  revolutions 
clearly  demonftrate*  the  foreknowledge,  the.  good* 
nefs,  and  compajfTion  of  God,  who  would  have  us  al- 
ways prepared  to  meet  his  difpenfations,  to  prevent 
his  judgments  by  repentance,  and  to  receive  his  mer« 
cies  with  gratitudct 

1 3  f  When  thus  it  fliall  be  in  the  mJdft  of 
the  land  among  the  people,  'there  Jhall  be  2ls  the 
ihaking  of  an  olive-tree,  and  as  the  gleanings 
grapes  when  th^  vintage  i?  4oae« 

In  thefe  words,  aflurance  is  given,  t^iat  divine  judg-i 
ments  were  to  be  moderated,  and  that  die  godly  fhoulc^ 

in  fome  meafure  be  exempted  fropi  ^hem. When 

thus  it  fhall  come  to  pafs,  according  to  the  above  pre-, 
didions,  in  the  midlt  of  the  land,  fituated  between 
the  river  Euphrates  and  the  river  of  Egypt,  among;^ 
the  pebple  inhabiting  that  country.-r— -At  that  time, 
there  Jhall  be  as  thejhaking  of  an  oliv^-tree,  ^c.  The 
number  which  were  to  eicape  the  general  calamity 
was  to  be  few.  When  our  prophet  foretold  the  miti- 
gation of  the  miferies  which  were  to  befal  Ephraim. 
and  Syria,  he  illuftrated  the  fubje£t  by  the  fame  fimi- 
litude  that  is  h^re  ufed  *.  Nothing  more  is  neceflary 
at  prefent  than  to  remind  you,  that  the  comparifon 
alludes  to  what  happens  in  tiqie  of  olive-gathering 
and  vintage.  When  olives  are  fhaken,  or  grapes' 
gathered,  a  few  are  left  on  the  tops  of  ^he  loftieft 
branches,  which  the  hand  cannot  reach,  and  fome  in 
outmoft  boughs,  that  efcape  the  eye  of  the  gatherer. 
Thus  it  fhould  come  to  pals,  when  the  people  of  Ju- 
dea  were  to  be  vifited  by  defolating  judgments,  only 
a  few  of  the  lefs  confpicuous  among  them  were  to  be 
left  in  the  land,  no  more  in  proportion  to  them  that 
were  flain  and  taken  captive,  than  the  olives  or  grapes 

•  Ifaiah  xYii.  5i  6. 
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that  remain,  after  the  vintage  is  over,  to  thofe  that 
Wel'e  coUefted* — >^Concerning  them  it  is  foretold^  ia 
the  next  yerfe^ 

14  They  ihall  lift  up  their  voice,  they  fhall 
Hng  for  the  majefly  of  the  LoRl>|  they  fhall  cry 
aloud  from  the  fea»  ^ 

The  divine  righteournefs  and  metcy,  difplayed  in 
their  deliverance,  (hall  be  publicly  celebrated.—*-— 
Tbeyjbali  lift  up  their  v$ice^  loudly  to  exprefs  their  m» 
litude  and  praifes  to  their  almighty  Deliv^er,  and  to 
extol  his  name  with  the  greateft  ardour,  who  had 
refcued  them  from  amid  the  dangers  with  which  they 
were  iuTroundtd.—^TheyJhallJingfbr'  the  maj^fty  of  the 
Lord :  in  this  becoming  manner  teftifying  their  thank- 
fulnefs  and  joy,  in  contemplating  his  fupreme  exceU 
lencies,  and  recollecting  his  meftimable  benefits* 
They  fhall  celebrate  that  adorable  majefly  of  which 
he  is  efrentially  pofTeffed,  and  that  is  glorioufly  dif« 
played  in  all  his  works  and  difpenfations,  efpecially 
m  &ving  his  people  from  the  hands  of  their  enemies* 
On  thefe  and  fimilar  accounts^  the  high  praifes  of 
God  were  to  be  continually  in  their  mouths.  The 
remnant  who  were  favedy  afcribed  all  the  honour  of 
their  deliverance  to  that  God,  who  appears  in  glory 
and  majefly  when  he  worketh  falvation  for  his  fer- 
vants.— — Ti&ey  Jhall  cry  aloud  from  the  fea.  The 
weflern  extremities,  and  the  fea-coafls,  of  the  land  of 
Canaan,  were  to  refound  with  the  praifes  of  the  mag- 
nificence and  grandeur  of  Jehovah,  who  had  gra« 
cioufly  interpofed  in  their  behalf. 

15  Wherefore  glorify  ye  the  Lord  in  the 
fires,  even  the  name  of  the  Lord  God  of  Ifrael 
in  tlie  ifles  of  the  fea. 

The  prophet  now  turns  to  the  refugees,  and  ex- 
horts them  to  give  glory  to  God.<«-"ThQfe  who  had 
.  VojL.IL  Uu  efcapcd 
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efcaped  the  calamities  in  which  their  country  was  in-* 
volvedy  leaving  their  habitations,  fonght  for  fafety  in 
the  coafts  and  iflands  of  the  Mediterranean  Sea ;  and, 
in  their  new  fituations  and  places  of  abode,  they  are 
called  to  glorify  God  in  the  fires,  or,  as  the  Hd)rew 
ward  is  tnmllacted  in  the  margin  of  fome  Bibles,  itk 
the  valleys.  Thefe  different  fignifications  do  not  al- 
ter the  import  of  the  duty  here  inculcated.  Glorify 
God;  humbly  acknowledge  him  to  be  truly  great 
and  glorious  amidft  the  fiery  trials  which  you  fuftain, 
and  the  heat  of  perfecution  to  which  you  may  £airt&er 
be  expofed.  Cordially  refign  yourfelves  to  the  divine 
difpoi^j  heartily  acquiefce  m'the  di^>enfatioas  of  pro«> 
vidence,  firmly  truft  in  the  all-fumciem  power  and 
grace  of  Jehovah,  patiently  fuftain  virhatfoever  he  i& 
pleafed  to  appoint  for  you,  and  continually  depend 
upon  him  for  fupport  and  deliverance.  Let  this  be 
your  employment  in  the  valleys,  dens,  and  caves  of 
the  earth,  in  which  you  may  be  obliged  to  feek  for 
flielter.  Such  wife  dutiful  condud  virill  give  glory  to 
the  name  of  the  Lord  God  of  Ifrael,  who  is  a  prelent 
help  in  time  of  trouble,  anpl  who  redeemeth  2tU  his 
ifrael  out  of  all  their  afiiidions.  In  this  manner,  the 
name  of  almighty  God  fhs^l  be  magnified  in  the 
iflands  of  the  fea,  where  yotr  may  take  up  your  reii^ 
dence.— ->— Do  you,  my  fSriends,  in  all  the  afflidions 
and  trials  with  which  you  are  vrfited,  endeavour, 
through  the  grace  of  God,  to  glorify  your  heavenly 
Father ;  humbly  confefs  his  righteoufnefs  in  all  your 
diftreffes ;  adore  his  hofinefs  in  all  his  difpeniationsv 
^is  patience  in  bearing  fo  long  with  your  evil  man^ 
ners,  his  mercy  in  your  preferyation  in  times  pafl, 
and  his  faithfulnefs,  who  hath  promifed  never  to  leave 
nor  forfake  you. 

1 6  IT  Fronx  the  uttermoft  part  of  the  earth 
have  we  heard  fongs,  tvtn  glory  to  the  righr- 
teous :  but  I  faid.  My  leannefs^  my  leannefs, 

wo 
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wo  ilnto  me :  the  treaclierous  dealers  have  dealt 
treacheroufly,  yea,  the  treacherous  dealers  have 
dealt  very  treacheroufly. 

The  remnant  that  efcaped,  having  complied  with 
the  diredion  given  in  the  foregoing  verfe,  are  in- 
ftru£kd  in  the Joyfiil  confequences  which,  through 
the  divine  blemng,  were  to  refult  from  their  good 

condud. ^The  complicated  diftrefles  in  which  the 

land  of  Judea  was  involved,  difperfed  the  people  over 
9II  th^  neighbouring  countries.  They  fled  to  Egypt, 
to  the  Ldfer  Afia,  to  the  iflands  and  coafts  of  Greece  ; 
great  numbers  of  them  were  to  be  found  in  moft  of 
(he  principal  cities  of  thefe  countries ;  and  in  fome  of 
them  they  had  fyiiagogues.  Thus  fcattered,  they  were 
inftrumental  in  propagating  the  knowledge  of  the  true 
God  among  the  Heathen  nations,  and  in  preparing 
them  for  the  reception  of  the  gofpel.  Hence  the  ut- 
termoft  parts  of  the  earth,  thofe  places  which  were 
iituated  at  the  nioft  remote  diftance  from  the  land  of 
Canaan,  are.  aiSrmed,  according  to  the  idiom  of  pro- 
phetic language^  in  which  things  future  are  (poken  of 
as  paft,  to  have  united  in  fongs  of  admiration  and 

praUe. We  have  h^ard  fongs.    The  inhabitants  of 

thefe  diftant  regions,  obferving  the  (Irangers  who  had 
f:ome  among  them  fmging  K)r  the  majefty  of  the 
Lord,  and  glorifying  him  in  the  furnace  of  affliftion, 
were  happily  difpofed  to  join  the  difperfed  Jews  in 
celebrating  the  praifes  of  the  Lord  God  of  Ifrael,  in 
pfalms,  and  hyinns,  and  fpiritual  fQngs.--*r-*7-The  chief 
defign  of  thefe  fongs  was,  to  afcribe  gkry.  to  the  righ- 
teous ;  to  the  righteous  Lord,  who  loveth  righteouf* 
nefs,  and  hateth  iniquity,  who  is  juft  in  all  his.  ways, 
and  holy  in  all  his  w^rks.  Glory  to  God  in  the 
higbeft,  who  hath  proclaimed  peace  on  earth,  and 
good-will  toward  men.  Glory  to  the  righteous 
people,  who  have  attained  the  righteoufnefs  of  God 
pur  Saviour,  and  who  follow  after  righteoufnefs ; 
who  are  righteous  before  God,  and  walk  in  holinefs 

and 
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and  righteoufnefs  all  th^ir  days.  In  aH  their  tribula^ 
tionS)  the  Spirit  of  God  and  of  glory  refteth  upon 
them :  the  trial  of  their  faith  (hall  be  found  unto 
praife,  and  honour,  and  glory }  and  their  prefent  a& 
ni^Hons  (hall  work  for  them  a  far  more  exceeding 
and  eternal  weight  of  glory. 

But  I/aidj  My  leanne/jr,  my  leannefo^  &c.  Our  prck 
phet  here  fpeaks  in  the  perfon  of  the  inhabitants  ftil) 
remaining  in  the  land,  who  were  tb  fuffer  repeal 
diftrefles  from  the  depredations  of  their  enemies*^ 
Perfonating  them,  he  exclaims.  My  leannefs,  &c^ 
Hiis  complaint,  9s  it  refpcfts  the  body,  *often  pron 
ceeds  from  conftitution,  imbecility,'  or  difeafe  j,  as  it 
relates  to  the  mind,  it  may  be  owing  to  its  difteufK* 
pered  condition,  and  the  mifimprovement  of  fpiritual 
advantages.  Soul  and  body  are  intimately  cpniieQed^ 
Though  the  body  be  ftrong,  an  affli£kd  mind  will  enr 
feeble  it ;  though  the  mind  be  at  eafe,  a  diilreffed 
body  will  give  i^  trouble.  Such  was  th^  moving 
fcene  now  prefented  to  our  prophet's  view,  that  his 
jnind  was  enfeebled,  his  bodily  ftrength  was  weaken- 
ed, his  moifture  was  dried  up,  his  comelinels  was  loft,^ 
bis  frefiinefs  decayed,  fo  that  he  appeared  tbin  an4 
cmaciated.--»-)l^(7  unto  me :  I  feel  complicated  diftrefs,, 
and  extreme  forrow :  both  my  body  and  mind  are  af*t 
fli£ted« — — STA^  treacherous  dealers  have  dealt  trea^ 
cberoujly^  &c.  The  people  thus  defcribed,  were  the 
enemies  of  Judah,  the  Babylonians,  the  Medes  and 
Ferfis^ns,  the  Greeks  and  RomanS)  who  were  often 
guilty  of  notorious  breaches  of  their  engagements^ 
Thefe  hoftile  nations  were  not  limply  perfidious,  but 
they  were  doubly  and  remarkably  treacherous  and  de^. 
ceitfiiL  They  dealt  unfaithfully  with  the  true  God, 
in  renouncing  their  allegiance  to  him :  they  dealt 
faUely  in  their  moft  folemn  and  public  tran^diona 
with  one  another,  and  with  the  Jews* 

1 7  Fear,  and  the  pit,  and  the  fnarc  are  upoA 

thee,  O  UUxabitactit  of  the  earths 

The 
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The- prophet  next  proceeds  to  denounce  judgments 
which  were  to  be  infli&ed  upon  the  enemies  of  bis 
people,  and  thofe  among  them  po0e0ed  of  a  fimilar 
fcharafter.— i-w-The  expreffions  here  ufed^  feem  to 
have  formed  a  proverbial  faying,  as  appears  from 
their  being  repeated  by  the  prophet  Jeremiah  *•  They 
allude  to  the  different  piietbods  of  taking  wild  beads 
that  were  anciently  in  ufe.  The  fear,  or  terror,  was 
a  line  (Irung  with  feathers  of  different  colours,  which 
was  fQ  condruf^ed,  as  to  flutter  in  the  air,  and  to 
make  a  teTrifying  noife,  that  frightei^ed  the  beafls  in- 
to the  pit,  or  the  fnare,  that  w^s  prepared  for  them: 
The  pit  was  digged  deep  in  the  grounds  and  covered 
over  with  boughs  or  turf,  in  order  to  deceive  them, 
that  they  iTiight  f^U  into  it  unawares-  The  fnare  was 
compofed  of  nets,  encloling  a  large  fpace  of  ground 
that  the  wild  beafts  were  known  to  haunt,  which  was. 
drawn  gn^lually  narrower,  until  they  were  at  laft  eo^ 
tangled  and  (hut  up^  Our  prophet,  addrefling  him« 
felf  to  th?  inhabitants  of  the  earth,  declares,  that  ca- 
lamities, correfponding  to  each  of  thefe  ways  of  de« 
ftroying  wild  beafts,  were  to  feize  upon  them,  and 
that  they  Ihould  be  fo  ordered,  that  thofe  who  efcaped 
one  fort  would  be  arretted  by  another.  Fear  and 
terror  may  denote,  the  conftemation  and  dread  where-* 
by  men  would  be  incapacitated  to  avoid  impending 
judgments :  the  pit  may  fignify,  the  confinement,  and 
defpair  of  deliverance,  to  which  they  were  to  be  re- 
duced :  and  the  fnare  may  intend,  thofe  complicated 
means  of  de(lru£kion,  from  which  they  would  find 
themfelves  unable  to  efcape. 

18  And  It  fhall  come  to  pafs,  that  he  who 
fieeth  from  the  noife  of  the  fear,  (hall  fall  into 
the  pit ;  and  he  that  cometh  up  out  of  the 
Qiidfl;  of  the  pit,  fhall  be  taken  in  the  fnare :  for 

•  Jcr.  xlf  in,  43,  44, 

the 
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the  windows  from  on  high  are  open,  and  the 
foundations  of  the  earth  do  {hake. 

Endeavouring  to  avoid  one  evil,  they  (hall  fall  into 
another,  in  confequence  whereof  their  ruin  (hall  prove 
inevitable.  A  iimilar  predidion,  delivered  by  the  pro- 
phet Elijah,  is  recorded,  i  Kings  xix.  17.  ^  And  it 
^  fhall  come  to  pafs,  that  him  that  efcapeth  the  fword 
^  of  Hazael,  fhall  Jehu  flay ;  and  him  that  efcapeth 
•  from  the  fword  of  Jehu,  fcall  Elilha  flay.'-^— Let 
not  the  wicked  then  en<:ourage  then^felves  with  hopes 
of  impunity:  (houeh  they  may  elude  one  danger, 
another  fliall  overtake  them.  Their  condition  refem- 
bleth  the  (late  of  that  man,  who,  being  terrified  at 
his  enemy,  by  much  too  powerful  for  him^  betaketh 
himfelf  to  flight,  and,  in  the  inid(l  of  his  confufiox^ 
and  hafte,  falleth  into  a  pit  ;^  and,  when  trying  to  get 
out  of  it,  is  fuddenly  catched  in  a  fnare,  and  fo  en- 
tangled ^1  unavoidable  deilruQion,  that  he  is  utterljf 
unable  to  extricate  himfelf.  The  workers  of  iniquity 
are  fallen ;  they  ^re  cafl  down^  and  (hall  not  be  ablc^ 
to  rife  *. 

For  the  windows^  fr$m  on  high  are  open^ ,  &c.  There 
feems  here  to  be  a  manifeft  allufion  to  the  hiflory  of 
the  deluge,  which  overthrew  the  world  of  the  uur 
godly ;  and  the  imagery  is  taken  from  that  memo- 
rable event.  All  the  fountains  of  the  great  deep  were 
then  broken  up,  and  the  windows  of  heaven  were 
opened  f.  God  hath  laid  up  the  waters  in  flore- 
houfes,  the  windows  of  which  were  thrown  open, 
that  be  might  pour  forth  upon  the  world  of  the  un- 
godly,  in  large  torrents,  the  waters  which  were  above 
the  earth,  thofe  treafures  that  he  hath  referved  againft 
the  time  of  trouble.  In  reference  to  what  then  hap- 
pened,  our  prophet  foretels,  that,  at  the  period  to 
which  he  looked  forward,  the  windows  from  on  high 
were  to  be  again  opened,  that  God,  according  to  his 

*  Pfal.  xxxvi.  12.  t  Gcn-Vii.  ix. 

word. 
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word,  ^  might  rain  upon  the  wicked,  fnares,  fire^ 
^  and  brimftone,  and  an  horrible  tempeft :  this  is  the 

•  portion  of  their  cup*. And  the  foundations  of  the 

earth  dofhake.  I  fuppofe  the  prophet  alludes  to  the 
awful  circumftances  which  accompanied  the  promuU 
gation  of  the  law  from  mount  Sinai,  when  that  moun-* 
tain  quaked  greatly.  Univerfal  nature  is  here  repre- 
fented  as  feeling  the  effeds  of  the  difpleafure  of  its 
almighty  Sovereign :  the  earth  fhakes  tp  its  very  foun<> 
dations  before  the  offended  majefty  of  its  Creator. 
Such  is  the  ftr iking  view  exhibited,  by  this  prophecy, 
of  the  righteous  judgments  of  God,  which  pre- 
fumptuous  impenitent  tranfgreiTors  (hall  hot  be  able 
to  efcape,  when  God  armeth  againft  them  both  hea- 
ven and  earth. 

19  The  earth  is  utterly  broken  down,  the 
earth  is  clean  diflblved,  the  earth  is  moved  ex- 
ceedingly. I 

20  The  earth  fhall  reel  to  and  fro  like  a 
drunkard,  and  fhall  be  removed  like  a  cottage, 
and  the  tranfgreffion  thereof  fhall  be  heavy  upon 
ity  aiid  it  fhall  fall,  and  not  rife  again. 

In  thefe  verfes,  the  prophet  defcribes,  in  metapho<* 
rical  language,  a  violent  concuilion,  whereby  the  land 
of  Judea,  and  other  countries,  was  to  be  much  af* 
fii£Eed.  This  direful  calamity  is  fet  forth  in  flrong 
and  elegant  didion,  in  which  he  excels  in  reprefent-* 

ing  every  fubjeft  of  which  he  treats. The  earth 

that  is  here  intended,  feems  to  be  the  kingdoms, 
ftates,  and  empires,  whereby  its  inhabitants  are  united, 
and  preferved  in  regularity  and  good  order*  The 
exprefHons  ufed  in  relation  to  it,  mud  be  underftood^ 
not  in  the  literal,  but  in  the  figurative  fenfe,  which, 
in  prophetic  ftyle,  iignify  great  public  calamiti^,  and 

♦  Pia.  xi.  6. 

remarkable 
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remarkable  changes.  At  the  time  to  which  the  pro* 
]>hecy  refers,  fuch  terrible  judgments  were  to  belat 
the  kingdoms  of  the  earth,  that  fome  of  them  were 
to  be  utterly  broken,  fo  as  to  lofe  the  form  they  once 
had ;  others  were  to  be  clean  diifolved,  and  to  change 
entirely  their  appearance :  fome  were  to  be  exce»d«^ 
ingly  moved,  and  violently  kgitated^  by  great  com^^ 
motions ;  others  were  to  reel  and  dagger  tike  a  drunk 
))erfon,  who  is  extremely  unfteady  in  his  motions,  or 
to  be  removed  like  a  cottage,  after  it  hath  ferved  the 
purpofes  for  which  it  was  ere&ed*  All  thefe  fur« 
prifing  alterations  were  to  take  place,  that  vtray  might 
be  made  for  the  accomplifliment  of  the  purpofes  form-* 
ed  by  divine  providence.  This  is  the  great  deiiga 
that  God  hath  in  view,  in  all  the  remarkable  changey 
that  happen  among  the  nations  of  the  earth* 

^  1  And  it  (hall  come  to  pafs  in  that  day^ 
that  the  Lord  fhall  punifh  the  hoft  of  the  high 
ones  that  are  on  high,  and  the  kings  of  the 
earth  upon  the  earth. . 

At  the  period  to  which  this  prophecy  looked  for- 
ward, the  Lord  here  declares,  that  he  would  execute 
terrible  judgments  upon  the  wicked  haughty  perfecu- 

tors  of  his  church. By  the  hoft  of  the  high  ones 

that  are  on  high,  mayH[^e  meant,  vaft  numbers  of 
perfons  who  were  elevated  to  high  rank  in  the  worlds 
who  were  poflfefled  of  honour,  authority,  and  opu- 
lence. Such  are,  ecclefiaftical  and  political  rulers^ 
who  are  exalted  above  others-  in  ftation  and  power, 
and  have  a  mighty  influence  over  ihankind.  Perfons 
of  this  defcription,  when  they  are  enemies  to  the 
people  of  God,  are  often  elated  with  a  high  opinion 
of  their  own  importance,  dignity,  and  grandeur ;  and 
therefore  are  juftly  fpoken  of,  as  an  hoft  of  high  ones 

who  are  on  high. And  the  kitigs  of  the  earth  upwi 

the  earth.  As  the  former  expreffion  may  chiefly  re- 
fpe&  ecclefiaftical  rulers^  fuch  as  the  priefts,  the 

principal 
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{mocipal  fisen  aad  dodors  of  the  d^urch^  fo  this  may 
refer  to  the  priaces  and  civil*  go verBors  of  theDiation^ 
who  were  iniinical  to  the  church  of  God,  and  had 
abufed  their  power  to  injure  and  opprefs  theist.  Bocii 
tbefe  clafies  of  peiibns,  God  fakh,  he  will  puaifli  upon 
the  earth.  Thi$  threatening  doth  not  relate  to  their 
future  punifluneat  in  the  other  world,  but  to  the 
fudgmeots  with  wfakh  (hey  ibould  be  vifued  in  this 
{>refent  (tate^  when  God  will  avenge  the  injuries  they 
have  done  to  his  fervants.  This  predj^lioii  is  worifay 
of  the  attention  not  only  of  hau^ty  crii^  rgilerg 
vho  oppress  their  fubje&s,  a$  it  inftruds  them  of 
4beir  danger,  but  of  thofe  who  have  been  crjuelly 
treated  by  them,  who  fliay  coojkfor't  tbemielves  th^ 
^e  Almighty,  in  due  time,  will  vifit  tbek  opprofipr^, 
and  resider  to  them  according  to  their  doings. 

22  And  they  fliall  be  gathered  together  as 
fnifoaers  ar<e  gathered  in  the  pit,  and  (hall  be 
^ut  up  in  the  prifon,  and  after  many  days  fhatl 
they  he  vifited. 

The  threatening  delivered  in  the  preceding  verfe, 
is  here  more  particularly  explained  and  iUuftrated. — 
The  hoft  of  the  high  ones,  the  princes  and  great  men 
4yf  the  earth,  fhall  be  gathered  together,  &c.  The 
-metaphor  is  borrowed  from  what  happens  to  captives 
-who  are  taken  in  war,  or  to  thole  dangerous  bainditti 
who  perpetrate  notorious  crimes.  .Being  apprehend- 
ed, they  are  bound  faft,  colledied  together,  and  thrown 
-into  prifons  and  dungeons,  where  they  are  kept  in 
clofe  confinement,  in  allufion  to  this  pradice,  the 
angel  that  came  down  from  heaven,  is  laid  to  <haYe 
laid  hold  on  Satan,  and  bound  him  a  thoufand  years, 
and  call  him  into  the  bottomlefe  pit,  and  (hut  him  up, 
aad  fet  a  feal  upon  him,  that  he  ihould  deceive  the 
nations  no  more  *,  &c.    In  like  manner,  thafe  great 

•  RcT,  XX.  1*  et/eq. 

'  Vou  II.  X  X  people 


346  LECTURES?  on  the     Chap.  TXlV^ 

people  who  are  the  fubjefts  of  this  prophecy,  were  to 
be  gathered  together,  and  call  into  prifons  and  dun* 
geons,  as  the  jufl:  punifhment  oJF  the  wickednefs  that 
they  had  committed. 

jind  after  many  days  Jhall  they  be  viftted.  In  facred 
language,  God  is  faid  to  vifit  men,  when,  by  the  re* 
markable  interpofitions  of  bis  providence,  he  makes 
himfelf  known,  and  manifefts  himfelf  prefent,  as  the 
infped;or  and  judge  of  their  adions,  either  feverely  to 
punifk  them  for  their  fins,  or  to  deliver  them  from 
evil,  and  to  refrefh  them  with ,  the  bleflings  of  his 
goodnefs.r  Interpreters  feem  divided  in  opinion, 
whether  the  vifitation,  here  intended,  was  to  be  ih 
mercy  and  favour,  as  God  promifed  to  vifit  Tyre  ♦, 
or  in  righteoufnefs  and  wrath,  as  he  threatened  to  vr- 
iit  the  people  of  Jadah  f .  The  learned  Biihop  c^ 
London  thus  writes  on  this  paflage :  *'  The  eccle- 
^'  fiaftical  and  civil  polity  of  the  Jews  fhall  be  de- 
ftroyed.  The  nation  ihall  continue  io  a  ftate  of 
depref&on  and  derelidion  for  a  long  time.  The 
image  feems  to  be  taken  from  the  pradice  of  the 
great  monarchs  of  that  time,  who,  when  they  had 
^^  thrown,  their  wretched  captives  into  a  dungeon, 
"  never  gave  themfelves  the  trouble  of  inquiring 
^^  about  them,  but  let  them  lie  a  long  time  in  that 
miferable  condition,  wholly  deftitute  of  relief  and 
difregarded.  God  ihall  at  length  reviik  and  re- 
ftore  his  people  in  the  lad  age ;  and  then  the  king- 
dom of  God  Ihall  be  eftablifhed  in  fuch  perfedion, 
as  wholly  to  obfcure  and  ecHpfe  the  glory  of  the 
temporary,  typical,  preparatory  kingdom  now  fub- 
fifting^"  I  apprehend,  that  princes  and  great  men, 
who  have  been  perfecutors  of  the  church  of  God, 
have  little  or  no  reafon  to  exped  that  God  will  vific 
them  in  mercy,  and  fend  them  deliverance;  and 
therefore  I  fuppofe,  with  the  celebrated  Vitringa, 
that  a  judicial  punifhment  is  fpoken  of,  which  (hall 

*  Ilaiah  xxiii.  ry.  f  Jcr,  vL  15. 
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continue  after  many  days  are  elapfed.     To  perceive 
the  juftice  of  this  remark,  compare  the  parallel  pro- 
phecy of  Ezekiel,  vfho  foretold,  ^  That  Gog  and  Ma- 
^  gog,  after  many  days,  ihall  be  vifited :  in  the  latter 
^  years  thou  (halt  come  into  the  land  that  is  brought 
^  back  from  the  fword  *.'     A  long  time  after  the  de- 
livery of  the  prophecy,  the  predicted  judgments  were 
certainly  to  be  infli£ted  in  the  latter  years,  toward  the 
conclufion  of  the  Qld*Teftament  difpenfation.    In  the 
£ame  manner  I  explain  the  words  of  Ifaiah,  which  are 
now  under  confideration.    This  predidion  was  to  re- 
ceive its  accompHQiment,  after  a  long  time  had  in- 
tervened between  its  publication  and  fulfilment.    The 
snany  days  here  mentioned,  are  not  to  be  reckoned 
from  the  time  in  which  the  kings  were  {hut  up  in 
prifon,  but  from  the  time  wherein  the  prophecy  was 
announced.     According  to  this  interpretation,  the 
ixrords  do  not  limit  the  continuance  of  the  vifitation, 
but  point  out  the  diftant  period  wherein  it  ihould 
<:ommence.-^ — r-This  prediction  inculcates  a  ufeful 
leflbn,  both  on  thofe  who  are  in  elevated  profperous 
circumftances,  and  on  thofe  who  are  in  a  low  de- 
prefled  condition.     Such  as  are  invefted  with  power 
and  authority  ought  to  remember,  that  their  ftate 
may  foon  be  reverfed,  and  they  may  be  expofed  to 
that  contempt  and  confinement  to  which  they  fub- 
jeded  their  poor  prifoners :  and  thofe  who  are  in  a 
dcprelTed  afflided  condition  may  hope,  that,  after 
many  days,  if  not  fooner,  they  fliall  be  relieved  and 
leftored  to  liberty  and  tranquillity. 

23  Then  the  moon  (hall  be  confounded,  and 
the  fun  a(hamed,  when  the  Lord  of  hofts  (hall 
reign  in  mount  Zion  and  in  Jenifalem,  and  be- 
fore his  ancients  glorioufly. 

In  confequence  of  the  execution  of  the  judgments 
above  predicl^d,  and  the  enemies  of  God's  people  be- 

*  £zek.  xxxylii.  8. 
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mg  overthrown,  the  krngdom  of  *Ood  was  to  attain  a 
higher  degree  of  glory  than  it  bad  hitherto  reached^ 
aild  paffefs  fair  more  light  and  fplendor  than  in  for- 
mer  times  it  had  aflumed.-i— — llierc  is  a  beautiful 
analogy  between  the  nattiral,  the  political,  and  the 
fpirttual  world,  called  the  kingdom  of  God.  From 
this  refemblance,  the  figurative  language  of  the  pro* 
phets  is  taken,  in  which,  things  in  the  latter  are  often 
fpoken  of  by  names  analogous  to  tbofe  ufed  in  the 
former.  If  the  political  world  is  the  fubjeft  of  pro- 
phecy, the  heavens  fignify  thrones  and  dignities,  the 
fun  denotes  kings  and  princes,  the  moon  the  fubordi* 
nate  powers  of  the  ftate.  If  the  prediOion  relates  to 
the  fpirttual  world,  the  church  of  the  living  God,  the 
heavens  are  thofe  who  exercife  powerful  benign  influ- 
ence over  the  church ;  the  fun  is  the  fymbol  of  the  lA)rd 
Jefus  Chrift,  who  is  emphatically  called,  the  Sun  of 
righteoufnefs ;  the  moon  reprefents  the  principal  per* 
fon,  or  perfons,  whofe  office  is,  to  difpel  the  ignorance 
and  errors  of  the  times,  and  to  fupply  the  lovers  of 
truth  with  defirable  light ;  and  the  ftars,  we  know, 
from  infallible  authority,  are  the  minifters  of  the 
churches  *• 

When  therefore  prophecy,  which  abounds  with 
ftrong  metaphors  and  glowing  images,  cannot  be  ex* 
plained  confidently  with  truth  in  the  literal,  it  mud 
be  interpreted  according  to  the  figurative  fenfe  of  the 
words.  The  predidion  now  before  u&,  cannot  be  li- 
terally underftood :  when,  and  where,  were  the  cc» 
leftial  luminaries,  here  mentioned,  afhamed  and  con- 
founded? The  mod  fimple  and  obvious  meaning  of 
the  words  feems  to  be,  that,  at  the  time  to  which  the 
foregoing  prophecy  refers,  when  divine  vengeance 
was  to  be  executed  on  the  enemies  of  God*s  people, 
his  church,  reformed  and  renewed,  fhould  Mtit  forth 
with  a  ludre  and  glory  far  fuperior  to  the  fun  and  the 

*  See  Sir  I.  Newton  on  the  Revelation,  part  i.  and  Lancafter^fi 
Symbokcal  I^idionary. 
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moon^  infomuch  that  thefe  lights  were  to  be  ecUpfed 
by  a  more  tranfcendent  beauty  and  ma^efty.  A  more 
deep  and  recondite  fenfe  may  alfo  be  given  to  this 
predidion»  of  which  this  is  the  fum :  At  the  time 
when  God  would  take  to  bfaii  his  great  power,  and 
reign,  fome  myRical  fun  and  moon  were  to  be  dark- 
ened and  confounded.  Certain  facred  and  political 
rulers^  in  church  and  ftate,  who  had  oppofed  the 
kingdom  of  God,  converting  their  authority  into 
cruelty  and  tyranny,  had  become  violent  perfecutors 
of  the  church.  Thefe  (ball  blufh,  be .  afliamed,  and 
be  fore  vexed,  at  the  foolifh  projeds  they  had  form- 
ed, at  the  rapacity  and  barbarity  they  had  exer- 
cifed.  They  (hall  be  confounded,  aftoniflied,  and 
troubled  in  mind,  at  the  recollection  of  their  difcon- 
certed  fchemes,  and  difappointed  expedations.----— 
The  period  fixed  for  this  event  is, 

When  the  Lord  of  bo/is  Jhall  reign  in  mount  Zion  and 
jferufalem^  &c*  When  the  Lord  of  hofts,  the  King 
of  glory,  to  whom  all  the  creatures  in  heaven  and 
earth  ar]s  fubjed,  fhall  reign  in  mount  Zion  and  Je- 
rufalem,  places  for  which  he  was  pleafed  to  ex- 
prefs  peculiar  favour,  and  which  of  old  were  eminent 
types  of  the  church  of  God  under  the  New  Tefta- 
jncnt.—— -There  he  (hall  reign  glorioufly,  cxercifing 
abfolute  fupreme  authority  over  all  nations,  and  ren- 
dering all  the  revolutions  among  kingdoms  and  em- 
pires fubfervient  to  advance  his  glory,  and  the  benefit 
of  his  faithful  fubjeds.  There  he  (hall  reign  glorioudy 
over  his  peculiar  people,  conquering  them  by  his  grace, 
governing  them  by  his  laws,  protecting  them  by  his 
providence,  and  crowning  them  with  honour  and  fe- 
licity.-^^i— All  this  (hall  be  before  his  ancients.  The 
chief  of  the  feveral  orders  belonging  to  his  church ; 
men  remarkable  for  their  age  and  experience,  for 
wifdom,  prudence,  and  fandity,  employed  in  dired- 
ing  and  inftruding  the  people  of  God,  and  in  dili- 
gently obferving  the  operations^  and  difpenfations  of 
bis  providence  and  grace.    Thefe  attentive  fpedators 

of 
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of  the  divine  adminiftration  behold,  with  facred  plea^ 
fure,  the  admirable  difplay s  of  his  regal  power,  in  van* 
quilhing  his  enemies,  in  protecting  his  fubje£ls,  and 
enriching  them  with  the  choiceft  privileges.  ^  We 
^  give  thee  thanks  (faid  they,  when  they  fell  on  their 
^  laces^  alnd  worfhipped),  O  Lord  God  Almighty, 
^  which  art^  and  waft,  and  art  to  come;  becaufe 
^  thou  haft  taken  to  thee  thy  great  power,  and  haft 
^  reigned  ^r  Alleluiah;  for  the  Lord  God  omnipo-> 
^  tent  reigneth  c  let  us  be  glad  and  rejoice,  and  give 
^  honour  to  him  f .'  He  (itteth  at  the  helm  of  pubKc 
affairs,  and  fteers  the  veffel  of  his  church  through 
all  the  ftorms  that  arife  in  this  tempeftuous  world* 
Contingent  events  are  all  at  his  difpofal :  the  leaft 
things  are  not  beneath  his  notice,  nor  the  greateft  bcr 
yond  his  control.  He  bringeth  light  out  of  darkr 
xiefs,  order  out  of  confufion,  and  maketh  the  wrath 
of  man  to  praife  him.  He  publifheth  peace  on  earthy 
and  ftieweth  good- will  toward  men :  be  offereth  par- 
don to  all  who  will  renounce  their  fins,  and  fubmit 
to  his  government :  he  reigneth  in  the  hearts  of  his 
people;  and,  with  unbounded  liberality,  difpenfeth 
his  grace  to  them,  for  the.  moft  valuable  purpofes. 
Thus  doth  the  Lord  of  hofts  reign  glorioufly  in 
mount  Zion  and  Jerufalem.-^-^ — Yield  yourfelvcs 
then,  my  brethren,  to  this  niighty  Lord,  as  your 
rightful  Sovereign,  that  you  may  receive  the  law 
from  his  mouth,  and  obey  whatfocver  he  commands 
you.  Remember  that  his  authority  reacheth  to  your 
hearts,  that  it  may  reduce  them  to  order,  and  reftore 
them  to  tranquillity ;  that  love  is  the  fum  of  his  laws, 
in  the  keeping  of  which  ihere  is  great  peace,  and  a 
great  reward. 

Some  of  you  no  doubt  have  obferved,  that  the  pre- 
diQions  recorded  ia  this  chapter,  have  not,  like  thofe 
contained  in  the  former  ones,  been  applied  to  their 
correfponding  events.     1  frankly  own,  that  the  difiL- 

*  Rev.  XI.  17.  t  RcT.  xix.  6,  7. 
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tulties  attending  this  application,  and  the  diverfity  of 
fentiments  entertained  on  this  fubje^  by  thofis  whom 
I  have  had  opportunity  to  confult,  have  deterred  me 
from  attempting  it,  and  determined  me  to  conclude 
at  prefent  ^^ith  a  few,  fliort,  general  remarks.  The 
prophecies  which  we  have  now  been  confidering^ 
feem  to  have  received  a  partial  accompliihment,  by 
the  defolations  made  on  the  land  of  Judea,  and  its  in^ 
habitants,  by  Shalmanefer,  Nebuchadnezzar,  and  the 
Romans^  to  all  which  fome  parts  of  the  defcription 
are  patticularly  fuited.  The  learned  Vitringa,  with 
fome  confidence,  refers  their  literal  accomplifhment 
to  the  times  of  the  Maccabees,  to  which  he  is  of  opi- 
nion the  predictions  exa&Iy  agree.  The  flrong  ex« 
prefiions,  and  fublime  images^  employed  in  foretel- 
ling the  judgments  that  are  here  denounced,  lead  our 
thoughts  to  (till  greater  events  than  thofe  I  have  men* 
tioned.  Jefus  Chrift,  in  his  prophetical  difcourfes, 
more  than  once  alludes  to  this  prophecy*.  The 
apoftle  John,  in  the  book  of  Revelation,  nfes  fimilar 
language  with  that  of  our  prophet  in  this  chapter  \* 
From  thefe  and  other  circumftances,  I  fuppofe  that 
this  prophecy  looked  toward  the  defolation  of  the 
land  and  people  of  Judah,  the  judgments  to  be  in« 
fli£ted  upon  their  enemies,  and  the  reftoration  of  that 
kingdom ;  and  to  events  relating  to  the  church  of  God 
under  the  New  Teftament,  which  have  come  to  pafs 
in  later  times.     '  The  Lord  hath  done  that  which  he 

*  had  devifed :  he  hath  fulfilled  his  word  that  he  had 

*  commanded  in  the  days  of  old :  he  hath  thrown 

*  down,  and  hath  tiot  pitied  J.*  I  conclude  with  the 
emphatical  words  of  Jefus  Chrift,  after  he  delivered 
the  predictions  above  referred  to :  *  Verily  I  fay  unto 

*  you.  This  generation  (hall  not  pafs,  till  all  thefe 
^  things  be  fulfilled^  Heaven  and  earth  (liall  pafs 
'  away,  but  my  words  (hall  not  pafs  away  ||/ 

*   Sec  Matth.  XXIV.  29,  iffc.  f  See  Rev.  n.  iz. 

i  Lftm.  ii.  17.  II  Matth.  xxiv.  34,  55. 

PRELIMI. 


t    35^    3 


PRELiMCNARY  OBSERVATIONS. 

SALVATION  from  God,  and  fongs  of  praife  from 
his  people,  iK^om  he  hath  faved,  are*,  in  Icrip- 
ture,  uniformty  connected,  and  placed  together  f\Mj 
in  our  view.  No  fooner  had  the  almighty  arm  of  Je- 
hovah refcued  the  children  of  Ifrad  from  the  tyranny 
and  bondage  <^  Egypt,  than  a  magnificent  concert 
filied  the  fliores  of  the  Red  Sea,  and  refouaded  the 
praifes  of  fheir  great  Deliverer.  After  the  Lord  of 
hoCb  had  conduced  them  through  the  howling  vvU 
demefs,  aiKl  crowned  them  with  vidory  over  their 
many  powerful  enemies,  they  were  taught,  by  their 
illuftrious  Leader  and  Legiflator,  to  adoaowledge,  in 
harmonious  ftrains,  the  diftmguifhing  kindneffes-of 
Crod  toward  them.  And  when  the  ranfomed  of  the 
Lord  (haU  come  to  the  Zion  that  is  above,  with  ever- 
lading  joy  upon  their  heads,  they  fhall  for  ever  unite 
in  (inging  the  fong  of  Mofes  and  the  Lamb,  and  in 
magnifying  t)hat  compaffionate  Saviour  who  redeemed 
them  to  God  by  his  own  blood. — -^-Our  prophet, 
having  foretold,  in  the  preceding  chapter,  the  over- 
throw of  feveral  great  cities  and  empires,  enemies  to 
the  Jews  and  the  land  of  Judah,  and  a  happy  reftora- 
tion  of  the  kingdom  of  God,  contemplating  this  ex- 
tenfive  fcene  of  divine  providence  in  all  its  parts  and 
confequences,  breaks  forth  into  this  fublime  ibng 
^f  praife.  In  this  beautiful  compofition,  bis  mind 
feems  to  have  been  more  poflefled  with  the  pleafing 
profped  of  future  mercies  than  with  the  recolie^on 
of  pad  deliverances.  Though  he  might  have  a  pri- 
mary reference  to  the  dedrudion  of  Babylon,  and  the 
liberation  of  the  Jews  from  captivity  in  that  country, 
he  looked  forward  to  the  far  more  fplendid  conqueds 
of  Mediah  the  Prince  over  the  fpiritual  enemies  of  his 
people,  and  the  divine  confolations  provided  for  them. 
The  immenfe  benefits  conferred  upon  the  church  are 
highly  extolled,  whilft  the  rich  grace,  the  almighty 
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|x)wer,  and  inviolable  fiaiithfulnefs  of  Cod,  afford  mat- 
ter of  exultation  and  joy  to  tbofe  who  were  delivered 
from  the  hoftile  powers  thereby  they  had  been  af- 
flided  and  of^refled.  Refcued  from  the  hands  of" 
their  enemies  by  their  omnipotent  Deliverer  and 
Avenger,  and  liberally  participating  in  the  mercies  of 
Jehovah,  they  celebrate,  with  admiration  and  grati- 
tude, the  praifes  of  the  Lord  their  God,  on  account 
of  the  judgments  he  had  executed,  the  felicity  which 
they  enjoyed,  and  the  glorious  hopes  that  th^  en^ 
tertaincd,*— -^The  fong  itfelf  confifts  of  two  parts* 
In  the  former,  contained  in  the  firft  eight  yerfes,  the 
prophet,  in  name  of  the  church,  fpecifies  fome  of  th^ 
Ineftimable  benefits  which  they  already  enjoyed,  and 
cheriihed  the  agreeable  expedation  of  attaining  the 
more  full  pofleffion.  In  the  latter,  comprifed  in  the 
nmth  and  following  verfes,  the  chorus,  formed  by  the 
redeemed  of  the  Lord,  are  introduced^  replying  to 
the  firft  part  of  the  fong,  and,  with  joyful  acclama^ 
tiona,  praifing  Jehovah  for  his  mercy  and  grace  aU 
ready  exhibited^  and  the  aniitiating  hopes  in  which 
they  indulged  of  their  continuance  and  increafe* 


CHAP.    XXV. 

OLdttD,  thou  art  my  God,  I  will  exalt  thee^ 
I  will  praife  thy  name :  for  thou  haft  done 
wonderful  things ;  tby  counfels  of  old  are  faith- 
fulnefs  and  truth. 

The  infpired  prophet,  without  any  formal  intro- 
dudion,  proceeds  immediately  to  praife  and  magnify 
the  Lord.  In  this  delightful  exetcife,  he  perlbnates 
the  dod;ors  and  elders  of  the  church,.  Inciting  them 
to  extol  the  Lord  their  God,  and  to  celebrate  his  per- 
fe&ions  manifefted  in  the  falvation  of  his  people*  ■ 

V0L.U.  Yy      ,  OLord; 
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0  Lord;  thou  felf-exiftent  Jehovah,  the  great  Crea- 
tor, the  conftant  Preferver,  and  the  fovereign  Pro*- 
prietor  of  the  ufiiverfe,  who  art  faithful  and  true  in 

accomplilhing  all  thy  promifes  and  threatenings. ^ 

Tbou  art  my  God^  who  hail  invited  me  to  facred  inter- 
courfe  with  thee ;  who  haft  inclined  me  to  furrender 
myfelf,  and  all  my  concerns,  into  thy  hands,  and  to 
chopfe  thee  for  my  God.  Thou  art  my  Father,  who 
haft  nouriflied  and  brought  me  up  among  thy  chil- 
dren :  thou  art  my  Friend,  who  haft  loaded  me  with 
a  ridh  profufion  of  favours :  thouart  the  portion  that 

1  have  chofen,  in*  the  pofleflion  of  which  1  ihall  enjoy 
the  moft  permanent  felicity :  thou  art  my  God,  and 
therefore  my  happinefc^  (hall  be  conlplete.  I  humbly 
claim  fronl  thy  all-fuf&ciency,  the  fupply  of  all  my 
wants;  from  thy  wifdom,  direction  and  conduft; 
from  thy  power,  affiftance  and  protedion ;  from  thy 
love,  refirefhment  and  confolation ;  from^  thy  mercy^ 
forgivenefs  and  blelfing ;  from  thy  faithfulnefs,  ftabU 
lity  and  fupport ;  and  from  thy  patience,  forbearance 
and  loag-fuffering*  I  cheerfully  lefign  myfelf,  and 
all  my  interefts,  to  thy  direction  and  difpofal  ^  and^ 
with  dutiful  aflfedion,  I  confecrate  all  my  powers  and 
faculties  to  thy  honour,  whofe  I  am,  and  whom  L 
ferve,  that  they  may  be  employed  in  promoting  thy 
glory. 

/  will  exalt  thee^  Twill  praifi  fhf  name.  To  exalt 
the  Lord  our  God,  is  to  proclaim  the  glorious  honour 
of  his  majefty,  to  extol  the  exceeding  riches  of  his 
grace,  to  magnify  his  tranfcendent  excellencies,  and 
to  celebrate,,  with  affectionate  gratitude,  his  wonderful 
loving-kindnefs.  This  fublime  exercife,  when  rightly 
performed,  muft  proceed  from  juft  and  lively  appre- 
henfions  of  his  glory,  and  of  his  grace ;  and  ihould 
always  be  done  with  joyful  lip»,  accompanied  with 
acceptable  obedience,  which  is  the  moft  effectual 
way  of  difcharging  this  duty.  Thus  will  I  exalt 
and  praife  thy  name,  even  all  the  glorious  attributes 
of  which  thou  haft  revealed  thyfelf  poffefled,   in 

the 
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^he  works  of  creation,  providence,  and  redemption ; 
thine  awful  glories  as  a  Sovereign,  and  thy  conde- 
scending grace  as  a  Saviour.    This  hath  been  the  de-^ 
tightfui  employment  of  the  faints  in  every  age,  efpe^ 
cially  after  God  hath  wrought  wonderful  deliverances 

for  them. Of  this,  a  remarkable  inftance  occurs  in 

David,  the  king  of  Ifrael,  who,  having  obtained  com- 
plete v]£lory  over  his  enemies,  exalted  and  praifed 
God;  and,  fenfible  that  he  could  not  fufficiently 
magnify  him,  warmly  invited  others  to  unite  with 
him  in  blefing  his  holy  name :  '  O  magnify  the  Lord 
^  with  me,  and  let  us  exalt  his  name  together.  I 
^  fought  the  Lord,  and  he  heard  me,  and  delivered 
^  me  from  ail  my  fears  *•'  In  like  manner,  our  pro- 
phet, contemplating  the  merciful  interpofition  of  the 
Almighty  in  behalf  of  his  church,  forms  the  laudable 
refolution,  in  which  each  of  us  ought  to  join,  I  will 
exalt  thee,  and  praife  thy  name. 

For  thou  ha/i  done  wonderful  things^  &c.  That 
which  exceeds  our  knowledge  and  imitation,  and 
which  we  cannot  account  for  on  natural  principles, 
excites  our  furprife  and  wonder.  Many,  O  Lord  our 
God,  are  thy  wonderful  works :  thy  judgments  are 
unfearchable,  and  thy  ways  are  pad  finding  out* 
Though  innumerable  wonders  are  daily  prefei^ted  to 
our  view,  yet  the  frequency  of  their  appearance  often 
dtminifhes  our  adipiration.  The  corn  caft  into  the 
ground,  which  firft  dies,  and  afterward  yields  ten  or 
twenty  times  more  than  was  fown,  is  perhaps  not  ief& 
ailoniihing  than  the  miracle  of  multiplying  a  few 
loaves  and  fi(hes,  to  be  a  fuiEcient  repail:  tor  thou- 
fands  of  people.  The  birth  of  a  living  child  does  not 
feem  lefs  wonderful  than  the  refurreftion  of  a  dead 
body.  Is  not  the  budding  of  the  trees  in  the  fpring 
as  marvellous  as  was  the  bloflbming  of  Aaron's  rod  f 
Indeed  all  the  works  of  God,  when  contemplated 
aright,  appear  truly  wonderful.    They  ate,^  as  they 

♦  Pfal.  xxxk.  3,  4. 

ought 
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ought  to  be,  in  fome  meafure  v^ltbin  our  reach,  2md 
level  to  our  capacities,  fo  as,  in  fome  refpefts,  to  aifift 
in  pointing  out  our  duty ;  and  yet,  in  their  nature^ 
utility,  and  defign,  they,  in  other  refpefls,  far  furpara 
our  comprehennpn.  We  fee  in  them  fomeMrhat  plain, 
that  is  eafirly  underftood ;  and  fomewhat  obfcure,  that 
we  cannot  penetrate  or  explain.  We  perceive  that 
they  are  worthy  of  God,  and  bear  the  impreffion  of 
his  divine  hand,  though  we  cannot  fully  lati^fy  our* 
felves  in  fome  particulars  of  lefler  moment.  Had 
they  been  in  all  refpedts  .intelligible  to  us,  they  would 
have  wanted  one  evidence  of  their  divine  original  of 
which  they  are  pofleffed.  The  fame  remarks  are  ap- 
plicable to  the  works  of  the  Lord  our  God,  in  the 
difpenfations  of  his  providence  relating  to  his  church, 
which  are  truly  wonderful,  and  worthy  of  praifes, 
^  O  give  thanks  unto  the  Lord,  "who  badi  done  great 
^  wonders^.* 

^  Tby  counfeb  rf  aid  are  fa^hfulnefs  and  truth.  The 
counfels  of  Jehovah,  which  are  here  extoUed,  may 
denote,  the  refult  of  his  divine  wifdom  and  prude9ce» 
the  proper  provifion  made  for  carrying  into  executioa 
the  purpofes  that  he  hath  formed.  All  the  difpen- 
fations of  providence  and  grace  are  the  effe&s  of 
wife  counfel,  the  manifeftations  of  infinite  wifdom, 
goodnefs,  and  love.  Thefe  counfels  are  celebrated 
on  account  of  their  antiquity :  they  are  of  old^  or,  as 
the  Hebrew  word  fignifies,  from  everlafling.  His 
counfels  and  purpofes,  accc*rding  to  which  he  work<f 
eth  all  things,  are  affirmed,  by  the  apoftle  Paul,  to  be 
eternal  f ;  and,  on  this  account,  among  others,  God 
is  niagnified  by  our  prophet.  They  are  likewife 
praifed  for  being  faithfulnefs  and  truth.  The  Mod 
High  is  inviolably  faithful  in  executing  all  his  pur- 
pofes :  none  of  them  can  pofiibly  he  fhiflrated :  no 
oppofition,  no  difficulties,  however  great,  can  prevent 
their  execution.    ^  The  counfel  of  the  Lord  ftandeth 

*  ffal.  cszzvi.  4.  f  Eph.  ii.  ii. 

^for 
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^  for  ever^  the  thoughts  of  his  heart  to  all  genera- 
^  tions  *•'  In  fulfilling  his  promifes,  God  i^  true  to 
bis  word ;  in  accomphfliing  his  purpofes,  he  is  true 
to  himfelf.  A  perieft  conformity  fubfifts  between 
the  mind  and  the  word  of  God,  between  his  word 
and  his  ways.  He  purpofeth  nothing  but  what  is 
juft  and  right :  his  word  contains  a  plain  declara- 
tion of  his  mind»  of  which  his  providential  difpenfa- 
tions  are  a  juft  ezpofition.  All  his  divine  attributes 
are  engaged  to  fupport  the  immutability  of  his  coun- 
fel,  which  he  can  never  want  power  or  inftruments  to 
execute.  In  few  words,  God  is  faithful  and  true  in 
all  the  counfels  that  he  hath  formed ;  in  all  the  doc- 
trines, predi^ions,  commands,  threatenings,  and  pro- 
roifes,  that  he  hath  revealed  and  recorded  in  his 
word.— ^IiCt  us  then  firmly  rely  on  the  divine  vera- 
city and  fidelity ;  and  diligently  endeavour  to  imitate, 
them,  that,  in  thefe  refpefts,  we  may  refemble  our 
Father  in  heaven. 

2  For  thou  haft  made  of  a  city,  an  heap ;  of 
a  defenced  city,  a  ruin  :  a  palace  of  ilrangers,  to 
be  no  city ;  it  fhall  never  be  built. 

The  firft  of  God's  wonderful  works  for  which  he 
is  here  magnified,  is  the  deftruAion  of  a  certain,  re- 
nowned, fortified  city,  inhabited  by  the  enemies  of 
'his  people.— ^^-This  city  is  fpoken  of  in  fuch  terms 
as  inclines  me  to  fuppofe,  that  great  Babylon  was  pri- 
marily intended.  It  was  a  large,  ftrong,  and  well- 
fortified  city,  as  you  have  repeatedly  heard  from  this 
prophecy,  poifeiTed  by  inhabitants  who  were  inimical 
to  the  people  of  God,  and  who  placed  their  confi- 
dence in  the  fortifications  and  ftrength  of  their  city. 
This  feems  to  have  been  the  city  fpoken  of  in  ver.  1 2. 

and  in  chap.  xxvi.  5. It  was  a  palace  of  ftrangers, 

|)eiog  inhabited  by  the  Afiyrians  and  Babylonians, 

who. 
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« 

vfhoj  in  fcripture,  have  this  charafter  given  them* 
Thus  faith  the  Lord  God,  by  the  prophet  Ezekiel, 
concerning  the  houfe  of  Jfrael :  *  I  will  deliver  you 
^  into  the  hands  of  flrangdrs,  and  will  execute  judg- 
*  ments  among  you*.*  Of  thefe  ftrangers,  it  wa« 
their  palace,  the  metropolis  of  their  empire,  their 
mod  magnificent,  their  heft  fortified  and  royal  city ; 
which  afforded  a  remarkable  type  of  Myftical  Baby- 
Ion,  that  is  uniformly  reprefeated  in  fcripture  as  ho- 
ftile  to  the  kingdom  of  jefus  Chrift.  As  the  over^ 
throw  of  this  great  city  was  indifpenfably  neceiTary  to 
the  tranquillity,  fafety,  and  happinefs  of  the  church, 
they  begin  this  hymn  of  thankfgiving  by  praifing  the 
Lord  for  this  wonderful  work^ 

Th^u  haft  made  it  an  heap-^^a  ruin — io  he  no^  city  ^ 
itjhall  never  be  built n  To  render  the  fentiment  more 
rich  and  beautiful,  our  prophet  frequently,  with  great 
elegance,  defcribes  the  fame  event  by  an  agreeable 
variety  of  expreiTion,  in  which  he  gradually  riles 
higher  and  higher.  Clear  views,  by  the  fpirit  of  pror 
phecy,  of  the  approaching  event,  and  its  peyfeft  cer- 
tainty, piade  him  fpeak  of  this  pr^dided  event  as  if 
it  had  been  already  pafl^.  This  royal  well-fortified 
city  was  to  be  reduced  to  a  prodigious  heap  of  ruins : 
its  very  foundations  were  to  be  demolilhed,  its  walls 
deftroyed,  and  its  palaces  overthrown*  Nor  fhall  it 
again  be  rebuilt,  and  reftored  to  its  former  fplendor : 
it  fhall  always  continue  what  it  now  is,  a  ruinous 

heap. Babylon,  that  flourifhed  under  the  former 

dtfpenfation,  was  an  eminent  type  of  that  great  city 
which  is  feated  on  many  waters,  i.  e.  fupported  by 
much  people,  called  Myflical  Babylon,  to  which 
there  Is  a  vafl  refort  of  flrangers,  and  which,  in  due 
time,  fhall  alfo  be  utterly  deflroyed,  This  wonder- 
ful event  ^hall,  in  like  manner,  prove  the  fubjeft  of 
tife  praifcs  and  thankfgivings  of  the  faints,  as  it  is 
written,  Rev.  xviii.  20.  *  Rejoice  over  her,  thou  hear 


£zek.  xi.  9. 


*  vens^ 
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^  vens,  and  ye  holy  apodles  and  prophets,  for  God 
^  hath  avenged  you  on  her.'  Having  feen  the  com- 
mencement of  this  deliverance  of  the  church,  in  the 
partial  accomplifliment  of  this  predicted  defolation,  it 
becomes  us,  with  admiring  gratitude,  ta  extol  the 
Lord,  wbofe  right  hand  is  exalted,  and  doth  ever 
valiantly* 

3  Therefore  fhall  the  ftroHg  people  glorify 
thee,  the  city  of  the  terrible  nations  fhall  fear 
thee. 

Thefe  words  meay  have  a  retrofpeS:  to  what  is  faid 
in  the  preceding  verfe ;  becaufe  God  hath  turned  the 
fortified  city  into  defolation,  therefore  (hall  the  ftrong 
people  glorify  him:  or  they  may  look  forward  to 
what  is  mentioned  in  the  following  verfe;  becaufe 
the  Lord  haih  been  a  ilrength  10  the  poor,  in  his 
didrefe  therefore  ihall  he  be  honoured  and  ferved. 
In  either  view,  they  import  in  general,  that  the  deli- 
verance God  had  wrought  for  hia  people,  was  to 
prove  a  happy  inducement  to  them,  and  ta  thofe 
powerful  nations  who  had  been  their  enemies,  to 

yield  him  the  homage  that  he  required. By  the 

ftrong  people  may  be  intended,  thofe  who  were  re- 
nowted  for  their  (Irength  and  valour  among  the  na- 
tions; or  thofe  who,  though  weak  in  themfelves,  are 
ftrong  in  the  Lord,>  and  in  the  power  of  his  might, 
and  are  ftrengthened  by  him  with  all  might  in  the  in- 
ner man,  for  the  performance  of  every  good  work. 
Though  they  contend  not  only  with  flefti  and  bloody 
but  with  principalities  and  powers,  and  the  rulers  of 
the  darkne&  of  this  world,  fuch  is  the  fpirituai 
Arength  ^hieh  they  have  from  God,  that  they  van- 
quifli  all  the  combined  oppofition  formed  again  ft 
them.  Their  ftrengt-h  lies  not  in  themfelves,  but  in 
God,  their  only  Lord,  who  is  the  ftrength  of  IfraeK — 
Concerning  thefe  ftrong  people  our  prophet  declares, 
that  they  Jhall  glorify  Gody  by  entertaining  juft  and 

elevated 
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elevaKd  apprehenfions  of  his  itiajefty  and  grace,  by 
adoring  his  infinite  excellencies,  by  confiding  in  his 
kind  providence,  by  delighting  in  his  juft  command- 
ments, and  depending  on  his  faithful  promifes.  They 
jQiall  glorify  him  bbth  \yith  their  fouls  ^nd  Ixnlies, 
humbly  confefling  their  fins,  thankfully  acknowledge 
ing  his  mercies,  and  bringing  forth,  m  their  lives, 
the  fruits  of  holinefs  and  righteoufnefs,  to  his  glory 
and  praife»- — ^Improve  this,  truth,  efpecially  Vfhen 
you  are  called  to  the  performance  of  any  arduous  ferw 
vice.  Engage  with  alacrity  in  the  duties  of  obedience  s 
decline  not  any  work  that  God  affigns  you ;  and  re- 
member, that  the  way  of  the  Lord  is  ftrength  to 
the  upright. 

The  city  of  the  terrible  nations  Jhall  feat  thee.    Th€ 
chief  city  belonging  to  the  fornlidable  people,  whooi 
God  employed  to  execute  righteous  judgment  upon 
tbofe  kingdoms  and  empires,  which,  by  their  atro^ 
cious  crimes,  merited  fevere  punifliment,  or  total  de* 
firudlion,  is  doubtlefs  here  intended.     I  prefume'not 
abfolutely  to  determine  what  particular  city  our  pro* 
phet  had  in  view,  when  he  compofed  this  triumphant 
fong,  whether  Babylon  or  Rome.— — Concerning 
the  inhabitants  of  this  city  it  is  foretold,  TbeyfheM 
fear  thee.    The  fear  of  God  frequently  denotes  iii 
fcripture,  religion  in  general,  the  whole  of  pradical 
godllnefs.     It  is  that  bleflfed  temper  which  arifes  ia 
the  foul  from  fuitable  apprehenfions  of  the  divine 
glory,  and  a  juft  fenfe  of  the  infinite  diflance  there  is 
between  God  and  us;  of  his  fovereign  authority,  and 
our  profound  fubjeftion;  of  his  confummate  good* 
nefs,  and  our  unfpeakable  obligations  to  him  for  his 
benignity  and  kindnefs.     It  is  fo  to  ftand  in  awe  of 
the  holinefs  of  his  nature,  the  juflice  of  his  govern- 
ment, the  threafenings  of  his  law,  and  the  difplays  of 
his  grace,  as  to  receive  the  inftruflions  of  wifdom^ 
and  to  depart  from  evil.     It  is  fuch  a  reverence  as  a 
fubjed  hath  for  his  prince,  a  fervant  for  his  mafler^ 
or  a  fon  for  his  fiather  y  though  it  ought  far  to  furpafs 

it 
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if  in  degree,  God  being  infinitely  greater,  and  more 
excellent  than  any  perfon  with  whom  we  ftand  con- 
ne&ed  amohg  our  fellow-creatures.  Such  is  the  fear 
of  God,  which  was  to  prevail  among  the  inhabitants 
of  the  city  of  the  terrible  nations.^-*— This  predi&ion 
hath  been  verified  in  both  the  cities  above  mentioned. 
When  Nebuchadnezzar,  king  of  Babvlon,  was  re- 
ftored  to  his  reafon  and  his  throne,  *  ne  lift  up  his 

*  eyes  unto  heaven,  and  blefled  the  Moft  High,  and 
^  praifed  and  honoured  him  that  liveth  for  ever  * ;' 
and  doubtlefs  great  many  in  his  dominions  would 
join  him,  fo  that  the  e£Feds  of  this  wonderful  event 
might  be  very  great  and  extenfive.  At  Rome,  the 
prophecy  was  more  remarkably  fulfilled  at  the  firft 
promulgation  of  the  gofpel;  at  which  period  the 
apoftle  Paul  declares,  that  ^  the  faith  of  the  faints 
^  in  that  city  was  fpoken  of  through  the  whole 

^  world  f/ ^I  conclude  this  article  with  the  words 

of  the  angel,  whom  the  apoftle  John  ^  faw  flying  in 
^  die  midft  of  heaven,  having  the  everl^ing  gofpel 
^  to  preach  unto  them  that  dwell  on  the  earth,  who 

*  faid  with  a  loud  voice.  Fear  God,  and  give  glory 
^  to  him ;  for  the  hour  of  his  judgment  is  come :  and 
^  worfliip  him  that  made  heaven  and  earth,  and  the 
^  fea,  and  the  fountains  of  waters  |.' 

4  For  thou  haft  been  a  flrength  to  the  poor, 
a  fbrength  to  the  needy  in  his  diftrefs,  a  refuge 
from  the  ftorm,  a  (hadow  from  the  heat,  when 
the  blaft  of  the  terrible  ones  is  as  a  ftorm  againjl 
the  wall. 

Thefe  words  beautifully  reprefent  the  kindneffes  of 
God  conferred  upon  his  people,  on  account  of  which 

they  unite  in  celebrating  his  praifes. Thou  hajl 

been  aftrenph  to  the  poor y  &c.  Power  belon^eth  unto 
God,  in  whom  it  originally  refides.   Wiih  him  there- 

•  Dan,  m  ^^         f  Rom.  i.  8.  %  Rev.  xiv.  6,  7. 
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lore  noting  is  impoffible :  hothiag  is  t<K>  hard  for  the 
Lord.  In  the  weaknefs  of  his  fervants  he  perfedeth 
ftrei^h ;  in  confequence  vhereof,  nothihg  becomes 
too  hdid  for  them  to  do,  or  fuffer,  that  he  requires* 
He  iflipaits  to  them  ali  diat  might,  whereby  they  be- 
come a  ftrong  people,  and  are  enaMed  to  glorify  him; 
whereby  diey  are  fkriuflied  for  every  good  work,  and 
ftre^gthened  unto  ail  long^fiiffiBring  with  joyfnlndlb— 
Tins  itrengib  Cod  hath  commnnicatcd  to  die  )MX)f 
koA  needy.  In  fcripture^tanguage,  this  charafter 
Ibmcliimes  mire  efpecially  j^ehaes  to  the  otitwaid  con- 
dition,  andst'odier  times  to  the  internal  and  fytritnal 
Aate  of  the  perfons  who  ate  %oken  of.  I  fee  no  ne- 
ceffity  of  refttaioing  it  here  to  either  of  diefe  clafles 
of  people;  what  is  affirmed,  being  eqn|dly  tr«e 
of  thofe  viho  !haYe  been  poor  in  bodi  fenfes.  God 
hatii  been  a  ftrength  to  tfaofe  uriiD  were  in  indigent 
external  crrcumftanoes,  defistnte  of  the  comforts  of 
life,  of  friends  to  (iipport  diem,  and  who  bad  no  ex- 
fe&atdaa  of  relief  from  hnman  aid;  to  tfaofe  aUb 
who  have  been  needy  of  %iritval  affiftance,  poor  m 
%irit,  feeling  thdr  neceffities,  and  lienfible  ef  their 
wamt  of  demerance  and  bdp  from  Heaven*  ^  For 
^  the  apfire&on  of  the  poor,  for  the  fighing  of  the 
^  needy,  now  mil  I  arife  ((aidi  the  Lord},  I  wiU  fet 
^  him  in  iafety  from  him  that  puflFeth  at  faim*/ 
From  compaffion  to  the  afflrded  oader  fnffsrings,  Je- 
hovah promifeth j  that  he  will  arife,  and  place  them 
in  a  ftate  of  falvation.  Such  is  his  pfaciona  promife 
to  the  church;  who,  by  contempUuing  the  deliver* 
ances  that  God  hath  wrought  {or  them,  are  animated 
to  proclaim  his  praifes.  Looking  back  on  his^  merci- 
ful interpositions  in  thdr  favoiq;,  tjhey  gratefully  ac- 
knowlec^,  that  he  bath  been  a  ftrength  to  the  poor, 
and  that  this  ineftimable  benefit  was  leceived  in  the 
feafon  wherein  it  wasmoft  needed.*— ^'— /a  big  djfirefs  : 
when  affli£|ed  with  poverty  and  want,  with  pain  and 

♦  TbL  XII.  J. 
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ikknds;  when  trouUed  ^th  fin  and  gmk;  when 
perplexed  with  doubts  and  fears,  even  thai  die  Lord 
lent  help  to  him  from  above.  Say,  my  friends,  have 
not  you  experienced  this  truth  ?  hath  not  the  Lord 
been  your  ftrength  in  the  day  of  diftrefs?  hath  not 
he  prevented  you  in  the  time  of  your  calamity  ?  hath 
lie  not  been  your  ftay  and  deliverer  ?  Unite  then  with 
the  church,  in  thanxfully  acknowledging  the  God  of 
your  mercy,  who  hath  ftrengthened  and  faved  you. 

A  refuge  from  ihejiorm^  &c.  A  ftorm  or  tempeft, 
when  It  becomes  extremely  fierce  and  violent,  threa- 
tens to  fpread  defolation  wherever  it  comes,  and  ex*- 
pofes  every  creature  within  its  reach  to  imminent 
danger.  An  intenfe  burning  heat  is  ready  to  diftrefs 
and  confiime  thofe  who  are  expofed  to  its  powerful 
influence.  In  allufion  to  thefe  things,  which  often 
iuqppen  in  the  natural  world,  the  perfecution  of  the 
people  of  God,  by  their  inveterate  enemies,  is  em- 
phadcally  reprefented  in  this  and  other  paflages  of 
foipture,  by  a  terriUe  florm,  or  ccmfuming  heat; 
and  the  inefttmaUe  favour  of  divine  prote^Uon  is 
pleafantly  exhibited  as  a  refuge  from  the  fuiy  of  the 
raging  tempeft,  and  a  refreihing  fhadow  from  the 
burning  heat.  In  this  comfartable  privilege,  David, 
the  fervant  of  the  Lord,  folaced  himfelf  amidft  the 
dangers  of  hia  pilgrimage,  in  Pfal«  cxxi.  where  he 
thus  fpeaks':  '  The  Lord  is  thy  keeper :  the  Lord  is 
^  thy  ihade  upon  thy  right-hand.  The  fun  (hall  not 
^  fmite  thee  bv  day,  nor  the  moon  by  night.  The 
^  Lord  ihall  preferve  thee  from  all  evil :  he  Ihall  pre- 
^  ferve  thy  foul.'  it  is  unneceflary  to  enlarge  on  this 
fufajeft,  haying  treated  it  at  confiderable  lengthy  when 
lefturing  from  chap*  iv.  6.  of  this  prophecy.  I  only 
add,  th^  the  partkular  feafon  wherein  this  precious 
privilege  was  enjoyed,  greatly  enhanced  its  value,  and 
excited  the  more  ardent  praifes  from  the  church* 


■^^■^ 


When  the  blaft  of  the  terrible  ems  is  as  a  ftorm  agamji 
the  wail.  The  Hebrew  word  tranflated  Uaft^  fig^ 
fies  alfo  rage  and  indignation.    By  the  tembk  ones, 

are 
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are  doubtlefs  intendedy  the  powerful  furious  eneuues 
of  the  feirants  of  God,  who  ftrike  dread  and  terror 
into  all  wlio  oppofe  them.  Sometimes  their  wrath 
arrives  at  fuch  a  dreadful  pitch,  that  it  refemblea  a 
jlorm,  which  beats  with  great  noife  and  violence  upon 
a  wall  ftanding  in  its  way.  By  this  beautiful  fimili- 
tude,  our  prophet,  in  name  of  the  church,  illuftratea 
the  tender  care  and  compai&ons  of  God,  which  they 
had  experienced  in  feafons  of  the  greateft  diftrefs  and 
danger. Be  thou,  O  Lord,  our  ftrength,  our  re- 
fuge, our  fhadow.  Suffer  not  our  goodnefs  to  be  in- 
jured by  the  florms  of  adverfity,  as  the  bowing  wall 
by  the  temped :  fuffer  it  not  to  pafs  away  by  the 
fcorching  heat  of  profperity,  like  the  moming-doucL 
before  the  fun.  Continue  at  all  times  to  be  our  de* 
fence,  that  we  may  ever  have  freih  ground  to  cele* 
brate  thy  praife  in  a  triumphant  fong,  and  by  a  welU 
ordered  converfation. 

5  Thou  fhalt  bring  down  the  noife  of  flran- 
gers,  as  the  heat  in  a  dry  place ;  even  the  heat 
with  the  fhadow  of  a  cloud  :  the  branch  of  the 
terrible  ones  fhall  be  brought  low. 

The  prophet,  in  name  of  the  church,  extols  the 
Lord  God,  on  account  of  the  awful  rebukes  which, 
in^  future  times,  he  would  adminifter  to  their  ene« 

mies. ^The  fir  angers  primarily  intended,  were,  I 

fuppofe,  the  Babylpnians,  to  whom  this  defcription  is 
given  in  fcripture,  as  I  obferved  frofti  ver.  2. ;  and 
who  are  often  mentioned  in  the  prophetic  writings, 
as  reprefenting  all  the  adverfaries  or  the  people  of 
God.  The  noife  which  was  to  be  brought  down, 
proceeded  from  the  clamours  of  the  people,  and  thdr 
prodigious  armies,  compofed  of  great  numbers  of 
foldiers,  of  horfes  and  chariots,  which  are  fre- 
ouently  accompanied  with  ihouts  of  triumph.  All 
this  loud  noife,  according  to  this  predi£lion,  was  to 

be  made  to  ceafe,  and  to  come  to  an  end. The  fub- 

jeft 
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is  ilittftrated  by  a  beautiful  fimilitude,  in  th^  fol- 
lowing words :  As  the  beat  in  a  dry  place ;  the  heat 
^vitb  thejhadaw  of  a  cloud.  As  the  intenfe  heat  of  the 
fun,  when  threatening  to  confume  every  thing  in  a 
place  already  dry  and  parched,  is  allayed  by  the  in« 
tervention  of  a  thick  cloud,  fo  the  Lord,  in  mercy, 
vrill  reftrain  the  violent  heat  of  perfecution ;  he  will' 
fcreeH  his  people  from  danger,  and  aiFord  them  agree- 
able protedion  and  refre(hment.  In  this  manner,  he 
*wiU  nruftrate  the  hoftile  defigns  of  their  enemies,  and 

put  a  period  to  their  noify  triumphs. The  branch 

of  the  terrible  ones  Jhall  he  brought  low.  The  power, 
influence,  and  glory,  of  the  mighty,  tyrannical  ene- 
mies of  the  church,  which  bad  grown  to  an  exorbi- 
tant height,  and  become  very  formidable  to  all  around 
them,  iniaU  be  deprived  of  tne  diftinguifhed  eminence 
that  they  had  attained,  and  be  reduced  to  a  mean  and 
contemptible  ftate*  ■  On  thefe  accounts,  the  people 
cf  God  esalt  and  praife  his* name;  and  thus  the  pro- 
verb is  verified,  which  faith,  *  When  the  wicked 

*  periih,  there  is  (houting  *.''  May  we  then  rejoice  at 
the  deftrudion  of  our  enemies  ?  Did  not  Mofes,  and 
the  children  of  Ifrael,  triumph  at  the  ovenhrow  of 
Pharaoh  and  the  Egyptians?  Did  not  David  blefs 
Crod,  for  the  death  of  Nabal  ?  Did  not  the  Jews  re- 
joice and  feaft,  when  their  enemies  were  defeated  ? 
Doth  not  the  faints  of  the  Mod  High  here  extol  the 
Lord,  becaufe  he  brought  low  the  branch  of  the  ter- 
rible ones  ?  I  reply,  that  we  ought  not  to  be  elated 
by  the  depreffion  or  dedrudion  of  our  perfonal  adveir- 
£uries,  whic^  would  difcover  a  fpirit  of  revenge,  incon- 
fiftent  with  the  forgivenefs  and  benevolence  incul- 
cated in  the  gofpel.  He  that  is  glad  at  the  fall  of  an 
enemy,  doth  fall  himfelf,  in  the  word  fenfe  of  the 
word.  Remember  what  the  Lord  fai.d»  by  the  pro- 
phet Obadiah,  to  the  Edomites :  ^  Thou  (houldft  not 

*  hsive  rejoiced  over  the  children  of  Judah  in  the  day 

* 

* '  Prov.  ».  10. 
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^  of  their  calamity*  For  thy  Yiotence  ag^^nft  thy 
*  brother  Jacob,  fliame  fhaD  coyer  thee*  I  da  not 
learn  from  the  prophecy,  that  the  Edoimtes  adoaiiy 
did  vioknce  to  the  Jews :  but,  it  feems,  they  were 
well  pleafed  that  ftrangers  entered  into  their  gates^ 
and  carried  them  away  captive }  and  therefore  they 
Nvere  to  be  confounded,  and  cut  off  for  ever  *•  Re- 
coiled the  falutary  advice  of  the  wife  man :  *  Rejoiee 
^  not  when  thine  enemy  ^leth,  and  let  not  thine 
^  heart  be  glad  when  he  ftumbUth :  left  the  Lord  fee 
^  it^  and  it  difpteafe  him,  and  he  turn  away  his  wrath 
^  from  him-}-/  Though  we  ought  not  to  rejcMce  at 
the  deftru^on  of  our  peribnal  adverfaries,  yet,  from 
this  long,  and  other  pafl&ges  of  Hcripttrre,  we  learn, 
that  the  church  may  trnimph  oa  account  of  the  ovet « 
throw  of  their  incorrigible  enemies ;  not  becaiife  they 
are  involved  in  mifery,  and  brought  to  ruin,  but  be« 
caufe,  by  their  &I1,  the  people  of  God  are  delivered 
from  c^reffion  and  perfecution,  amd  a  way  is  thereby 
opened  for  the  more  comfortable  enjoyment  of  the 
moft  invaluable  bleffings ;  God  gives  vifible  demon- 
ftration  that  he  is  the  Governor  of  the  world,  and 
awful  warning  of  the  danger  of  injuring  good  men. 
For  thefe  reafons,  the  righteous  are  glad  when  they 
fee  the  vengeance,  and  praife  him  who  bringeth  low 
the  branch  of  the  terrible  one. 

6  %  And  in  this  mountain  (hall  the  Lord  of 
hofls  make  unto  all  people  a  feaft  of  fat  things,, 
a  feaft  of  winca  on  the  lees,  of  fat  things  full  of 
marrow,  of  wines  on  the  lees  well  refined. 

Every  part  of  this  beautiful  fbng  is  To  admirably 
adjufted,  as  plainly  to  intimate,  that  God  would  cer- 
tainty afford  his  church  the  more  full  pofleffion  of 
what  they  had  only  enjoyed  by  antictpation.  Whilft 
the  words  before  us,  commemorate  the  ineftimable 

*  Obad.  ID.  ei/e^.  f  ProT.  xxJv.  17,  i8, 
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bene&t  wliiiehwaB  in  fome  meafure  conferred  upon 
Ae  people  of  Goc}«  ibey  contsdn  a  prophecy  of  the 
ndses  of  divim  grace,  to  be  exhibited  in  the  gofpeU 
and  confuaMnflied  in  the  Zion  that  is  above.  Oar 
|)fx^het,  who  had  hitherto  addrefled  himfeif  to  God 
<ie  the  Cbcond  pierfon,  now  changes  the  form  of  ex- 
Ipreflion,  and  in  this  and  die  two  following  verfes, 
ipeaks  of  liim  in  the  third  perfon.  In  the  former  pait 
foi  ihis  bynm  of  gratifiudef  he  fpake  to  God  in  name 
of  thedimichj  hS^  he  ipeaks  to  them  ki  the  name  of 
the  Lord. 

In  this  mowiSain.  Monnt  Zion,^mentioned  in  the 
U&  verfe  of  the  preceding  chapter,  wherein  the  Lord 
0f  hods  fliall  reign  b^bre  his  aapents  glprioufly,  was 
unqiieftionabiy  w  place  inteoded  primarily  in  this 
wedifiion,  dsoa^  our  profAet^s  views  were  doubt- 
lefe  extended  10  the  chnrcfa  of  God  under  the  New 
XdftanieQt,  in  which  it  was  to  recdve  its  accomplifli- 
«ieM.  The  mnarkable  events  whecdby  the  Ifraelites 
were,  in  the  courfe  of  providence,  introdoced  into 
ihe  poffeffion  <i  ^s  mountain,  and  tbofe  which  oc- 
cunred  to  (hem  afM*  they  po0efled  it,  with  the  rites 
Mvi,  eerenwrnes  that  they  diere  obferved,  were  typical 
of  she  fpirstual  Uedings,  and  glorious  privileges,  g^ 
joyed  by  the  people  of  God  under  the  gofpel.  The 
refembiance  is  linking,  and  deferves  to  be  cs^efully 
marfced,  that  we  may  fee  the  propriety  of  this  figura- 
tive «xfM^on. With  a  ftrong  hand  wd  ftretched- 

out  arm,  G^  delivered  the  children  of  Ifrael  from 
the  tyranny  of  the  Egyptians,  who  grievouily  op> 
prefied  them ;  and  brought^  them  forth  out  of  their 
laad^  that  be  might  get  to  himielf  a  great  name. 
Having  overthrown  their  enemies,  he  conduced  them 
Mdy  through  the  Red  Sea ;  and*  at  mount  Sinai, 
promulgated  to  them,  with  awful  (blemnity,  his  righ- 
teous laws.  He  led  them  through  the  howling  wilder- 
nels,  Xupplying  them  with  bread  from  heaven,  and 
water  from  the  rock ;  granting  them  protedion  from 
enemies,  and  dire&ion  by  the  cloud  of  his  prefence : 

and. 
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and,  having  given  them  a  fafe  paflage  through  the 
river  Jordan,  he  put  them  in  pofleffion  of  the  pro- 
mifed  land  of  Canaan,  which  he  gave  them  for  inhe- 
ritance. In  that  land^  he  chofe  mount  Zion  for  his 
habitation^  frying,  *  Hiis  is  my  reft  for  ever :  here 
^  M^ill  I  dwell,  for  I  have  defired  it.  I  will  abun- 
^  dantly  blefs  her  provifion :  I  will  iatisfy  her  poor 
*  with  bread*,*  &c.  He  appointed  a  magnificent 
temple  to  be  built  for  his  worihip  upon  this  holy  hill) 
in  which  he  pf  omifed  to  meet  with  his  people,  and 
blefs  them.  To  this  fplendid  houfe,  in  which  were 
the  fymbols  of  the  divine  prefence,  and  the  mercy- 
feat,  from  whence  he  converfed  with  them,  he  re- 
quired them  to  refiort  with  their  facrifices  and  gifts, 
to  feaft  and  rejoice  before  him  three  times  in  .the 

year. ^Thefe,  with  other  things  which  I  ftay  not  to 

mention,  afforded  a  lively  reprefentation  of  the  benefits 
which  God  beftows  upon  his  church  under  the  New 
Teftament,  to  which  the  name  of  mount  Zion  is 
fometimes  given  in  the  prophetic  fcriptures.  Under 
this  difpenfation,  he  relcues  his  people  from  a  worfe 
than  Egyptian  bondage,  that  they  may  ferve  him  in 
holinefs  and  righteoufnefs,  to  the  praue  of  his  glory. 
Having  vanqui(hed  their  fpiritual  enemies,  he  puts 
his  laws  into  their  inward  parts,  and  writes  them 
upon  their  hearts.  Whilft  they  are  travelling  through 
this  wildernefs  to  the  heavenly  and  better  country,  he 
guides  them  by  his  counfd,  he  p)*ote£ks  them  by  his 
providence,  he  gives  them  from  heaven  the  bread 
and  water  of  life,  and  attends  them  with  his  gracious 
prefence.  He  hath  ereded  the  throne  of  grace,  where 
he  invites  his  people  toxome  with  their  fpiritual  fa- 
crifices, and  Irom  which  he  vouchfafes  to  converfe 
with  them.  He  hath  fet  forth  a  perfeft  propitiation 
for  fin,  by  which  complete  atonement  is  made ;  and 
now  he  dwells  in  the  midft  of  them  as  in  his  temple, 
wherein  he  is  honoured  and  worfhipped,  whiMl  they 

*  Pfal.  cxxxii.  I4»  15. 
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fef  vft  him  with  alacrity  and  pleafure.  -  In  tbis  moun- 
cain»  where  th^  ordinances  of  divine  inftitution  are 
obferved,  and  the  ineilimable  benefits  «of  God's  falva- 
tion  are. exhibited  and  communicated,  they  convene 
and.  rejoice  before  him. 

Shall  the  Lard  9f  hofti.  The  Mailer  of  this  feaft  is 
|)ie  Ix>rd  of  hofts,  the  Father  of  the  great  family  in 
heaven  and  earth,  who  giveth  food  unto  all  flefh,  and 
maketh  ample  provifion  for  all  the  members  of  his 
houfehold.  Indeed  none  but  he,  to  whom  belongeth 
the  beavers,  with  all  their  hofts,  the  earth,  with  all 
its  fulQefs,  the  fea,  with  all  that  therein  are,  can  make 
a  {e%ii  for  all  people.  In  thi$  a6t  of  royal  munifi- 
cence, he  appears  glorious  in  his  apparel,  travelling 
in  the  greatnefs  oJF  his  ftrength,  mighty  to  fave :  hav- 
ing in.  righteoufnefs  made  war,  and  conquered  the 
enemies  of  his  people,  he  entertains  them  with  a  feaft 
of  triumph.  He  ads  as  the  King  of  glory,  the  Lord 
flrong  and  mighty  in  battle,  who,  having  vanquiihed 
every  adverfe  power,  invites  his  friends  to  fup  with* 
him ;  and  afiures  them,  that  he  will  fup  with  them. 
Think  not  that  a  lefs  awful  title  than  that  which  is 
here  given  him,  expreilive  of  his  clemwcy  and  benig- 
nity, would  have  be^t^  (uited  this  occafion.  There 
is  a  peculiar  beauty  and  propriety  in  the  charader 
which  God  here  afiumes,  when  I^e  promifeth  to  pro-' 

vide  fpiritaal  entertainment  fop  his  people. ^By 

this  deiignation,  they  are  reminde4  of  his  glorious 
conqueft  over  his  and  their  enemies^  and  of  their  cer- 
tain vidory  over  them.  He  hath  fpoiled  prinppalities 
and  powers ;  he  hath  finiflied  traafgreffion  \^  h^  hath 
overcome  the  world ;  he  hath  fwallowed  up  death  in 
vidlory ;  and  he  will  go  on  conquering,  until  he  hath 
removed  every  oppofition  that  might  intimidate,  or 
prevent  them  from  ihe  cheerful  ufe  of  the  excellent 

provifion  that  he  fets  before  them. It  likewife 

fuggefts,  that  he  entertains  chiefly  with  the  fpoils  of 
enemies,  whom  he  hath  entirely  fubdued.  ^  He  pre- 
fcnts  to  view,  the  guilt  of  fin  removed  by  his  atoning 

Vol.  II.  3  A  liacrifice^ 
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bcnficej  its  pollution  waihed  away  ia  the  fountain 
opened  for  impurity,  and  its  power  deftroyed  by  bis 
Spirit  of  might.  He  (hews  this  .world  dive(|ed  of  ila 
dangerous  charms,  the  old  ferpen^  with  his  head 
bruUied,  death  ynftinged,  and  converted  into  a  u&ful 

friend. ^Thb  title  ferves  aUb.  to  remind  thj^  of 

their  chara^er  and  condition.  By  profeflion,  they 
are  Ibldid's  of  the  Lord  of  hofts,  who  have  e^nUfted; 
themfelves  to  fight  under  bis  banner^,  and  to  foltow 
him  whitherfoever  h^  leads  them : '  they  are  bound  by 
the  mod  folenwi  engagements  to  fidelity  and  diligence^ 
in  his  fervice*  The  table  prepared  for  the  entertain- 
ment, is  covered  in  the  piefence  of  enemies,  who  IoqI;^ 
on  with  a  malicious  eye,  anxious  to  imerrupt  their 
feflivity  and  joy,  and  to  mingle  their  blood  with  their 
fiicrifice.  We  pi^ht  not  (hen  to  feed  without  fear„ 
as  thofe  who  have  obtained  complete  vi^ory,  wha 
bave  laid  afide  their  armour,  and  finifted.  tbeiic  YfJ^^- 
fyst.  At  th^  £une  time,  we  ought  to  remember,  tba^ 
our  fecurity  and  felicity  proceedeth  from  tlM^  Lord  of 
hofts,  who  pn  all  the  glory  h  a  defences^  and  wba 
upon  all  the  aflRsmblies  of  mgynt  Zion  ^^ill  creatie  a^ 
cloud.  ..iHow  admirable  ih^  coiptd^enfipn  of  th^ 
Lord  of  hofts,  difplayed  ia  accoinpKfliing  this  pror 
mife  t  He  formed  the  generous  defign  in  his.  infinite: 
wifdom ;  he  bath  provided  the  whole  of  this  noble 
entertainment  at 'the  expence  of  his  unboun4ed  libe- 
rality ;  h^  dire^^s  every  thing  relating  to  it  in  tbq. 
moft  proper  manner ;  he  gracipufly  invites  the  chil-. 
dren  of  men  tp  come  and  mare  in  it,  and  kindly  re- 
ceives thofe  who  accept  of  his  invitation,  j^et  as. 
then,  with  humble  gratitude,  have  immediate  recourfe 
to  him,  that  he  may  relieve  all  our  neceffities,  abun- 
dantly iatisfy  us  with  the  goodnefs  pf  his  houfe,  and 
make  us  drink  of  the  river  of  his  pleafures.-<p-— To. 
this  we  are  en<;ouraged  by  the  aCurance,  that  be 
maketh  a  feaft 

For  allpe^le:  for  people  of  all  kindreds,  nations, 
a^d  languages,  fcattered  abroad  under  th^  fcur  winds^ 

of 
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t>f  heaven ;  for  people  of  all  ¥anks,  high  and  low,  rich 
and  poor ;  for  people  of  every  condition,  learned  and 
unlearned,  bond  and  free.  In  this  extenfive  fenfe,  the 
expreilion  is  ufed  by  the  angel  of  the  Lord,  who  faid 
to  the  fhepherds,  at  our  Saviour's  nativity,  ^  Behold,' 
'  I  bring  you  good  tidings  of  great  joy,  which  fhall 
*  be  unto  all  people  */ .  The  bleflings  enjoyed  by  the 
church  of  God  under  the  former  difpenfatiOn^  were", 
f  n  gteat  meafure,  confined  to  the  pofterity  of  Abra- 
liam,  the  friend  of  God }  whereas  the  feaft,  of  which 
^ur  ptophet  fpeaks,  is  prepared  for  men  of  every  na^ 
lion,  whether  Jews  or  Greeks,  Barbarians  or  8cy- 
tfaiiuis,  circutncifed  or  uncircumcifed^  The  Wall  of 
|NUtition,  that  formerly  divided  the  Jews  from  the 
Gentiles,  is  now  broken  down ;  the  boundaries  of 
the  chuith  are  greatly  enlarged;  and  every  differ- 
ence, arifing  from  external  ctrcumftatices,  is  over- 
lookeds  The  gofpel  is  commanded  to  be  preaehed  to 
every  creature  tndet  heaven.— ^^The  Lord  of  hofti 
bath  efpecially  provided  fuitable  entertainment  ht 
thofe  whofe  neceffities  are  moft  urgent,  and  who  mod 
need  relief.  The  poor,  the  miferable,  the  blind,  the 
naked,  may  receive  from  him,  gold  tried  in  the  fire, 
that  they  may  be  rich ;  white  raiment,  that  they  may 
be  clothed ;  and  eye-falve,  that  they  may  fee.  Sin* 
ners  may  have  repentance  and  remiffion  of  fins.  Cap- 
tives may  obtain  redemption  and  liberty.  Thofe  who 
are  fpiritually  difisafed  may  have  a  fovereign  remedy 
to  cure  their  dillempers.  The  weary  and  heavy-tadeii 
may  get  reft  to  their  fouls.  The  contrite  in  fpirit 
may  be  revived  by  the  condefcending  regard  of  the 
high  and  lofty  One.  The  dead  in  trefpafles  and  fins 
may  hear  the  voice  of  the  Son  of  God,  and  live.  The 
ignorant  may  be  inftrufted  in  the  knowledge  of  God, 
and  of  Jefus  Chrift  whom  he  hath  fent.  Thofe  who 
are  hungering  and  thirfting  after  righteoufnefs  may 
be  filled,  and  thofe  who  are  weak  may  get  ftrenglh 

*  Luke  iL  10. 
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to  their  fouls.  None  are  excluded  from  participat^n{( 
of  this  fpiritual  feaft,  prepared  by  the  Lord  of  hofts, 
but  thofe  who  exclude  themfelves^ — ^How  generous 
and  eztennve  are  his  invitations  to  all  people  (  ^  Unto 
^  you,  O  men^  I  catl^  and  n>y  voice  is  to  the  fcms  of 
^  men.  Now  dierefore  hearken  unto  me,  O  ye  chiK- 
^  dren :  for  blefled  are  they,  that  keep,  my  way  ft 
^  Hear  inftru^on,  and  be  wife,  and  refufe  it  not  *. 
^  Come,  eat  of  my  bread,  aiid  drink  of  the  wine  that 
^  1  have  mingled.  Forfake  the  foolifh,  and  live ;  and 
?  go  in  the  way  of  underftanding  f .'— — The  provi- 
ikm  made  by  the  Lord  of  hofts,  is  called, 

Afeajh  of  fat  things,  afeaji  of  wines  on  tbeiees,  &c# 
This  feaft  confifts  of  the  precious  bleffings  exhibited 
in  the  gofpel  of  the  Son  of  God,  in  which  all  the 
£uthful  fubjeds  of  his  kingdom  participate,  though 
numerous  as  the.  dew  of  the  mqrning,  and  fcattered 
over  the  face ,  of  the  wh<^  earth.  They  are  ibme« 
times  reprefented  in  fcripture  under  the  agreesMe 
image  of  a  fumptuous  entertainment  |,  to  which  per« 
fons  of  all  defcriptions  are  invited*  In  this  fedfe,  th% 
feaft  here  mentioned  is  to  be  underftood,  as  appears 
from  the  conGOQiitaats  fpecified  in  the  following  ver- 
fes ;:  the  removal  of  the  vail  from  the  &ee  of  the  na** 
tions,  .and  the  abolition  of  death  by  the  great  Re« 
deemer.  To  intimate  the  excellency  of  this  baBcjuet^ 
and  the  delicious  provifion  of  which  it  is  compofed^ 
it  is  expreflied  by  fat  things,  full  of  marrow,  and 
wines  on  the  lees  well  refined,  the  very  beft  things 
that  can  be  prefented.  The  prophet  David,  in  pro- 
fpedt  of  the  benefit  and  pleafure  that  he  expeded  to 
enjoy,  in  waiting  upon  God  in  the  duties  of  his  wdk-- 
fhip,  thus  fpeaks,  '  My  foul  (hall  be  fatisfied  as  with 
^  marrow  and  fatnefs  \!  The  marrow  and  the  fat  are 
the  choiceft  pieces  of  the  meat,  which  have  in  them 
the  moft'  ftrength,  fweetnefs,  and  houriihment ;  and 


Prov^vui.  4,  %i%  33.    t  Prov*  ix-  5>  6»    X  Sec  Luke  xiv.46. 
II  Pfal-  kiU  5.  , 

therefore 


n 


VtR.6.      PROPHECIES  OP  ISAUH.  37^ 

therefore  are  bere  mentioned,  to  fignify  the  ftrength, 
the  plenfure,  and  confolation,  that  are  derived  from 
the'  fpiritual  bleffings  offered  m  the  gofpel.  Wines 
are  laid  *  to  incrtafe  in  ftrength  and  flavour,  by  re- 
nuunifig  long  on  the  lees  or  dregs,  and  after  having 
been  well  refined,  are  efteemed  the  very  bed ;  and 
therefore  afford. a  juft  reprefentation  of  the  precious 
bleflings  that  conftitute  this  fpiritual  repaft. 

In  this  iacred  feafl,  predided  by  our  prophet,  there 
is  naft  abundance^  and  rich  variety y  of  the  moft  exceU 
knt  provifion,  joined  with  gTe2XfeJiivity  and  joy  among 
thofe  who  partake  of  it.  I  fay,  in  this  divine  enter- 
tainment, there  is  exhibited  va(l  abundance;  the  un- 
fearchable  riches,  and  all  the  fiilnefs,  that  it  hath 
pleafed  the  Father  ihould  dwell  in  Jefus  Chrill. 
Tliough  the  faints,  in  every  age,  have  received  of  his 
fulnefs,  grace  for  gr^ce,  with  abundance  of  the  gift 
of  righteoufnefs,  and  have  had  all  their  wants  fup-> 
plied,  (till  it  remain^  unimpaired*  Here  God  difplays 
the  exceeding  riches  of  his  grace,  in  his  kindnefs  to- 
ward us  through  Chrift  Jefus';  he  makes  known  the 
riches  of  his  glory,  and  reveals  a  plenteous  redemp- 
tion Xt  his  Ifrael  from  all  their  iniquities.  Here  they. 
receive  large  meafures  of  knowledge,  in  which  they 
fhall  progreffively  advance  until  they  know  as  they 
are  known;  fuch  degrees  of  holinefs,  as  fhall  gra- 
dually carry  them  forward  to  be  perfed  as  their  Fa- 
ther in  heaven  is  perfed ;  and  fuch  plentiful  dopfola- 
tions,  as  (ball  fill  them  with  joy  unfpe^ikable,  and  full. 

of  glory. ^In  this  feaft,  there  is  alfo  rich  variety, 

which  it  would  be  endlefs  to  recount :  pardon  of  fin, 
reconciliation  to  God,  adoption  into  his  family,  com-. 
munioB  v^ith  him ;  the  Holy  Spirit  to  reneW,  fartQify, 
comfort,  and  feal  unto  the  day  of  redemption ;  affur- 
ance  of  God's  loving-kindnefs, which  is  better  than  life; 
ftrength  for  the  performance  of  Muty,  fupport  under 
afHi&ion,  vidory  over  enemies,  peace  of  confcience, 
and  the  earnefls  of  eternal  life^-  Here  is  the  rational 
milk  of  the  word  for  babes,  ^  ftrong  meat  for  them 

whofe 
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/vhofe  fenfes  are  exercifed  to  difcem  both  good  and 
evil,  the  water  of  life  for  Aich  as  are  thirfty,  the  bread 
of  life  for  thofe  that  are  hungry,  and  the  choiteft 
fruits  for  them  that  are  weak  and  languifhinc;.^^— 
Beiides^  in  this  feaft,  made  by  the  Lord  of  hofts,  th^ 
provifion  is  molt  excellent,  as  is  plainly  intimated  bjr 
the  expreflions,  fat  tbingSj  full  of  marrow^  and  winei 
m  the  lees  well  tefined.  It  is  written,  that  the  fathers 
of  the  IfVaelitiOi  church,  who  did  eat  manna  in  the 
wildetnefs,  ate  angels  food,  or  the  food  of  the  flrong^ 
as  the  words  (ignify,  intimating  the  fuperior  exoeiA 
lency  of  the  bread  which  God  {ent  them  frotn  heaven» 
The  entertainment  provided  for  his  true  Ifrael  is  infi* 
nitely  more  noble.  Thofe  who  were  fuftained  for  a 
time  by  means  of  manna  are  long  fince  dead ;  whereas 
thofe  who  feed  upon  the  bread  of  life  fhall  never  die : 
it  immortalizes  them.  They  Ihall  not  hunger  of  thirft 
any  more}  nor  Ihall  they  be  deftitute  of  fpiritual 
ilrength,  refreihment,  and  confoladon,  in  their  pro* 

frefs  toward  heaven.  Lord^  evermore  give  us  this 
read ;  and  with  it,  the  water  of  life ;  of  which,  whofo«> 
ever  drinketh,  (hall  never  thirft  t  but  it  (hall  be  in  hind 
a  well  of  living  water,  fpringing  up  to  everlaftin^ 
life.  Whofoever  receives  it  by  faith,  and  the  beliefiC 
it  is  fuited  to  convey,  (hall  never  feel  vehement  un^^ 
eafy  defires  after  finful  enjoyments  and  worldly  vani* 
ties :  he  (hall  never  want  real  refrefhment  and  fatis- 
.fadtion.  The  truths  of  the  gofpel,  and  the  com** 
forts  of  the  holy  Spirit,  (hall,  by  their  powerful 
eflicacy,  and  permanent  influence,  render  him  adive^ 
vigorous,  and  fruitful,  in  the  duties  of  the  fpiritual 
Kfe. 

This  fpiritual  feaft  is  intended,  not  merely  to  fup- 
ply  the  neceflities  of  the  church,  but  to  promote 
amity  and  friendfhip,  feftivity  and  joy,  among  the 
people  of  God,  who^  divefted  of  care,  and  placed  in 
a  (late  of  tranquillity  and  eafe,  folace  themfelves 
with  a  comfortable  fenfe  of  the  divine  favour  and  be- 
nefits. The  wife  man  obferves^  that  ^  a  feaft  is  made 

•for 
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^  for  laughter.'  Accordingly  we  read,  that,  after 
the  bodily  defigns  of  Haman  again(l  the  Jeyrs  were 
fruftrated,  ^  they  obferved  the  thirteenth  and  four*  ^ 

*  teenth  days  of  the  month  Adar,  ^s  days  of  feafting 
^  and  pladnefs  ^Z  The  feafts  appointed  to  be  kept  by 
the  children  of  Ifrael,  were  iailituted,  among  other 
purpofes,  that  the  tribes  and  families  belonging  ta 
the  congregation,  aflemble4  frpm  the  ieyeral  diflrids 
of  th^  Isuyl,  might  cultivate  au  intimate  correfpon$i« 
enc9  with  ^ch  other,  and  repice  before  the  Lord, 
lu  the  plentiful  entertainnient  provided  in  the  gpfpel^i 
^d  the  pi^ceeding  riches  of  divine  grace  therein  ex* 
hibited.  God.,  who  is  love,  hath  given  the  moA 
aftonifhmg  difplays  o(  his  good- will  toward  men; 
^nd  prefented  the  xnoft  powerfo^l  incentives  tp.  engage 
ihem  to  love  him,^  and  to  love  one  another.  He  ap^ 
pears  in  Jefus  Chrift,  recondliii^  the  world  unto  hita* 
felf,  admitting  th^m  to  delightful  communion  with 
him,  making  peace  among  thofe  who  were  at  va« 
fiance,  and  ellablifliing  a  pleafing  intercourfe  among 
them.  Having  adopted  them  into  his  family,  an4 
united  them  together  in  the  moft  endearing  rdation. 
and  in  the  fame  hope  of  their  calling,  they  are  fed  at 
the  lame  table,  as  children  of  the  fame  Father.  Hence 
thefe  emphatiqil  words  of  the  apoftle  Paul,  when 
{peaking  of  the  Lord^  fupper,  ^  The  cup  of  bleffing 
^  which  we  b^fs,  is  it  not  the  communion  of  the 
^  blood  of  Chrifl  f  and  the  bvead  which  we  break,  is 

*  it  not  the  communion  of  the  body  of  Chrift  ?    For 

*  we  ^ing  many  are  one  bread,  and  one  body :  for 
^  we  are  all  partakers  of  that  one  bread  f  .^  If  it  be 
pleafant  to  behold  brethren  dwelling  together  in  unity, 
how  much  more  pleafant  to  feafl:  with  them  in  love, 
and  peace,  and  joy,  on  the  fame  (jlivine  provifion  ? — 
Thus  have  I  confidered  the  import  of  the  beautiful 
figurative  language,  in  which  is  foretold,  the  inefti- 
Jivahlt  blelfings  wherewith  the  Lord  of  hofts  enriches 

•  Eflher  «.  17.  f  i  Cor.  x.  16, 17. 
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and  comforts  his  church  under  the  gofpel.  Let  us 
thank&iUy  acknowledge  thje  immenre  goodnefs^  of 
which  we  liberally  participate;  and  fervently  im- 
plore, that  the  bleuing  of  God  may  accompany  our 
ipiritus^l  provifion,  that,  by  means  of  the  nouritbmeat 
it  affords,  we  may  grow  in  grace,  and  be  enabled  to 
purfue  our  journey  toward  the  heavenly  and  better 
country  with  increafmg  vigour  and  alacrity,  until  we 
reach  mount  Zidn  that  is  above,  and  there  feaft  with 
f  ternal  delight  ^n  the  prefehce  of  God  and  the  Lamb« 

7  And  he  will  deftroy  in  this  mountaia  the 
ftice  of  the  covering  caft  over  all  people,  s^ndJthe 
vail  that  is  fpread  over  all  n?itions^ 

•  Our  prophet  foretels,  in  this  verfe,  another  m^ 
portant  bleffing,  which  the  Lord  of  hoftswould  con* 
fer  upon  his  church.  The  conje£hire  of  the  Bilbop 
of  Londoi^  is  not  in^probable.  .  He  fuppofes,  that  the 
llebrew  word  rendered y^^,  hath  been  removed  from 
its  right  place;  and  therefore  he  thus  tranflates  the 
'  words :  *'  He  will  deftroy  the  covering  that  covered 
*^  the  face  of  all  people/*— .-r-Prior  to  the  commence- 
ment of  the  New-Teftament  difpenfation,  and  th&  ap- 
pearance of  the  Sun  of  rigbteoufnefs,  the  Jews  were 
immerfed  in  error  and  fuperftition,  and  the  god  of 
thif,  world  feemed  to  have  eftablifhed  a  univerfal  em- 
pire over  mankind.  The  remains  of  the  Mofaic  initio 
nations  vtrere  buried  in  ignprance  and  will-worfliip : 
the  meaning  of  the  law  of  God  was  obfcured  and 
perplexed  by  faUe  glofies,  and  blended  with  vain  tra- 
ditions. The  hypocrily  of  Pharifees,  the  ambition  of 
priefts,  thedelufions  or  Sadducees^  the  avarice  of  Pub- 
licans, and  the  debaucheries  of  Herodians,  covered 
the  pofterity  of  Ifrael  with  infamy  and  difgrace.  The 
Gentile  nations  were  involved  in  the  grofTeft  darknefs, 
addided  to  the  moft  abfurd  fuperftitions,  whilftthey 
indulged  in  the  moll  abominable  practices,  infomuch 
that  tney  juftly  merited  the  defcription  given  by  our 

prophet^ 
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prophet,  *'  Darknefs  covered  the  earth,  and  thick 
^  darknefs  the  people.'  The  refreihing  beams  of  di- 
vine light,  which  occafionally  darted  upon  them, 
could  not  difpel  th^  thick  gloom  in  which  they  were 
bewildered^  They  faw  not^the  way  wherein  they 
/hould  have  walked,  neither  did  they  perceive  the 
work  which  they  ought  to  have  done,  but  with  fro- 
wardnefs  of  heart  went  on  from  evil  to  worfe. 
This  covering,  that  was  cafl  over  the  face  of  all 
people,  is,  by  another  metaphor,  employed  in  the 
following  words,  called,  ti^e  vail  which  is  fpread  over 
^11  nations ;  that  prevented  them  from  feeing  the 
glory  of  God  difplayed  in  his  works,  and  from  un- 
derftanding  the  fcriptures  of  the  Old  Teftament  when 
put  into  their  hands.-^< — ^This  covering,  this  vail,* 
Ifaiah  declares,  that  the  Lord  of  hofts  wUl  deftroy  in 
the  mountain  of  his  church.  This  is  his  glorious 
prerogative,  his  peculiar  work,  by  whatever  means 
and  inftrucnents  it  be  accoiupliflied.  Until  this  day, 
9s  the  apoftle  Paul  remarks,  the  vail  remaineth  upon 
the  hearts  of  the  Jews,  in  reading  the  facred  writings  ; 
which  vail,  he  faith,  (hall  be  taKcn  away^  when  they 
fiiall  turn  to  the  Lord  *.  This  covering  was  in  part 
removed,  by  means  of  thofe  eminent  men  whom  God 
raifed  up  from  among  the  pofterity  of  Ifrael,  and 
from  among  other  nations^  who.  were  furnifhed  Vith 
diftinguiihed  abilities  for  giving  a  partial  frilfilr«nt 
to  this  predidion.  It  was.  entirely  deftroyed,  when 
Jefu's  Chriil  came  into  this,  world,  to  be  a  light  to  en- 
lighten the  GentUes,  and  the  glory  of  his  people 
KraeL  •  Then,  through  the  tender  mercy  of  our 
^  God,  the  day  fpring  froqpi  on  high  did  vifit  us,  to 
*  give  light  to  them  that  fat  in  darknefs,  and  in  the 
'  fliadow  of  death,  to  guide  our  feet  into  thc^  way  of 
^  peace  f .'  And,  in  the  progrefs  of  time,  when  this 
covering,  through  the  corruptions  of  Chriftianity, 
again  covered,  the  nations,  the  Lord  of  hofts  was 

*  See  2  Cor.  iii.  14.  ttjeq.  f-  Luke  i.  78,  79. 
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pleafed  to  remove  this  vail  of  error  and  fuperftitio&y 
by  clearly  revealing  his  glory,  and  opening  mens  eyes 

to  behold  it  fluning  in  the  hct  of  Jefus  Chrift. 

Turn  then  to  the  Lord,  my  friends,  in  the  exercife  of 
true  penitence,  and  the  vail  fliall  be  taken  avay :  he 
will  gracioufly  remove  your  blindnefs^  unbelief  and 
error,  and  give  you  to  diicern  the  wondrous  things 
that  are  in  his  lavr  and  gofpel.  Thus  ihall  you  with 
open  hct  behold  as  in  a  glafs  the  glory  of  the  Lord, 
and  be  changed  into  the  fame  image,  from  glory  to 
glory,  by  the  Spirit  of  the  Lord. 

8  He  will  fv^allow  up  death  in  vidory,  an(J 
the  Lord  God  will  wipe  away  tears  from 
off  all  faces,  and  the  rebuke  of  his  people  (hall 
he  take  away  from  off  all  the  earth :  for  the 
LokD  hath  fpoken  it% 

'Thefe  words  defcribe  feverat  excellent  benefit^ 
which  God  promifeth  to  beftow  upon  his  peculiar 
people.— ——Hf  will  Jwallow  up  d^ath  in  viffory*  As 
there  are  various  kinds  of  death,  it  may  be  neceifary, 
in  order  to  underftand  aright  the  import  of  this  pre- 
di£Hon,  to  afcertain  the  particular  kind  of  death  that 
is  here  intended.  That  the  prophet  does  not  fpeal; 
of  every  kind  of  death,  mud  be  evident  to  an  impar- 
tial intelligent  reader.  There  is  a  death  which,  in. 
fcripture,  is  called  the  fecond  death,  that  fliall  never 
be  aboliihed,  with  ref^d  to  thofe  who  fall  under  its 
power.  It  is  therefore  reprefented,  as  a  fire  that  Ihall 
never  be  quenched,  as  a  worm  that  never  dieth,  as  an 
eternal  reproach,  and  an  everlafting  puniihment,  to 
which  hypocrites,  unbelievers,  and  the  difobedient, 
Ihall  be  configned  by  the  Judge  of  the  world.  Over 
the  church  of  God,  on  which  the  precious  bleffings 
now  mentioned  (hall  be  conferred,  it  hath  no  power, 
neither  ihall  they  be  ever  hurt  by  it  * ;  fo  that  1  cannot 

*  Rev.  XX.  6. 
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think  that  this  is  the  death  here  meant  Nor  do  I 
fuppofe,  that  the  death  which  is  called  fpiritual,  con- 
fifting  in  alienation  from  the  life  of  God,  and  in 
the  fervice  of  fin,  is  intended  in  this  prophecy*  The 
chofen,  called,  and  faithful,  are  ddubtlefs,  by  nature, 
children  of  wrath,  as  well  as  other  men,  until  they 
pafs  from  death  to  life,  and  are  tranflated  info  the 
kingdom  of  God's  dear  Son :  but,  by  the  quickening 
Spirit  of  God,  they  are  refcued  from  this  death,  and 
made  alive  unto  God,  through  Jefus  Cfarift,  fo  that  it 
hath  no  more  dominion  over  them.  The  death 
whereof  our  prophet  fpeaks,  is  the  firft  death,  that 
pafleth  upon  all  men,  for  that  all  have  finned ;  which 
feparates  foul  and  body  from  each  other,  and  exer- 
cifeth  its  power  over  the  whole  church  of  God.  This 
king  of  terrors  often  appears  to  the  faints  as  a  very 
formidable  enemy  that  greatly  diftreffes  them.  From 
the  overwhelming  fears  of  this  death,  which,  for  the 
lake  of  religion,  is  fometimes  inflided  on  them  by 
their  cruel  perfecutors,  they  ought  to  be  freed,  by  the 
firm  perfuafion,  that  it  (h^li  not  feparate  them  from 
the  love  of  God,  which  is  in  Chrift  Jefus  our  Lord.  ' 
He  wiUfwaUiTU)  it  up  in  viSory.  The  expreffion  is 
metaphorical,  and  taken  from  things  caft  into  the  fea, 
or  the  fire,  or  into  fome  marfliy  place,  which  are  im- 
mediately abforbed,  and  difappear.  Thus  (hall  death 
be  abolimed  by  the  Lord  of  hofts,  and  fwallowed  up 
in  ttie  glorious  triumphs  he  fhall  obtsun  over  this 
powerful  foe  of  his  church.  For  this  puipofe,  the 
Son  of  God,  the  Prince  of  life,  was  manifefted  in  the 
fleih,  that  he  might  deftroy  death,  and  him  that  had 
the  power  of  death,  and  bring  life  and  immortality  to 
light  by  the  gofpel.  Though,  to  outward  appear- 
ance, death  feemed  to  get  the  vidory  over  him,  yet 
he  adually  vanquifhed  the  conqueror  in  his  own  do- 
minions: he  fwallowed  him  up  in  victory.  ^  The 
apoftle  Paul,  treating  of  the  refurre£lion  of  Chriftians 
from  the  dead,  to  a  blefled  and  glorious  life,  affirms, 
that  then  fliall  be  brought  to  pau  that  which  is  here 
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written;  *  Death  is  fwallowed  up  in  viftory.'  He 
doth  not  fay,  that  this  predi£lion  had  never  been  in 
any  meafure  fulfilled  until  that  period ;  but  he  afferts, 
that  it.fliould  receive  a  perfe&  accomplifhment,  when 
the  bodies  of  the  faithful,  being  delivered  from  the 
power  of  death,  (hall  be  raifed  to  a  joyful  immorta* 
lity.*-^ — ^This  predidion  opens  a  glorious  profped  to 
the  upright  fenrants  of  God,  who  may  now  adopt,  in 
the  day  of  diftrefs,  the  triumphant  exclamadon  of 
the  apoftle,  *  O  death,  where  is  thy  (ling  ?  O  grave, 
f  where  is  thy  vi£fcory?  Thanks  be  to  God,  who 
f  giveth  us  the  viftory,  through  our  Lord  Jefus 
^  Chrift*.'  Happy  world,  into  which  death  ihaH 
never  enter !  Here  he  exercifes  univerfal  dominion 
over  mankind :  he  enters  into  every  family,  and 
fpares  not  people  of  any  age,  fes,  or  condition^  The 
time  is  £gi(i  approaching,  when  we  fhall  be  removed 
from  our  families,  our  friends,  our  habitations,  and 
the  means  of  fpiritual  improvement  that  we.  enjoy* 
In  this  view,  the  confolation  provided  for  the  people 
of  God  is  truly  refrelhing : ,  the  Lord  of  hofts  will 
fwallow  up  death  in  vidory :  he  hath  already  done 
this  in  his  own  perfon,  and  he  will  render  all  his  fol- 
lowers more  than  conquerors.  And,  at  the  rdnrrec- 
tion  of  the  juft,  he  will  raife  our  bodies  from  the 
duft:  having  fafhioned  them  like  unto  the  glorious 
body  of  Jefus  Chrift,  and  adorned  our  foula  with  the 
beauties  of  holinefs,  we  (hall  be  admitted  into  the  iin- 
mediate  prefence  of  God,  to  enjoy  the  brighteft  ma- 
nifeftations  of  his  glory,  and  to  fnare  in  the  fublime 
joys  which  are  at  his  right  hand  for  ever  more. 

And  the  Lord  God  will  wipe  away  tears  from  off  all 
faces.  In  this  prefent  ftate,  the  faces  of  God's  people 
are  often  bedewed  with  tears,*  which,  on  many  ac- 
counts,  drop  from  their  eyes.  How  nioving  the 
pidure  given  of  their  condition,  by  the  fervant  of  the 
Lord,  in  the  following  pathetic  words !  *  Thou  feed- 

f  1  Cor.  X?.  ^i.  57. 
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*  eft  them  with  the  bread  of  tears,  and  giveft  Aem 

*  tears  to  drinkm  great  meafure  */  Their  own  fins, 
aad  the  tranfgreffions  of  them  who  keep  not  God^s 
law,  the  affliaions  which  they  fuftain,  the  compaf- 
(ions  which  they  feel,  the  temptations  with  which 
they  are  aflauhed,  the  evils  which  they  fear,  and  the 
righteous  judgments  of  God,  are  fruitful  fources  of 
grief  and  forrow  to  good  men,  and  frequently  bring 
tears  A-om  their  eyes*  Thefe  tears  the  Lord  God 
fliall  wipe  away.  The  expreflion  feems  to  allude  to 
the  pradice  of  a  tender-hearted  father,  who  gently 
wipes  off  the  tears  that  fall  from  the  eyes  of  his  be* 
loved  child  j  to  whom  he  adminifters  confolation  under 
his  afflidions  and  Ibrrows.  With  infinitely  greater 
affedion,  the  Father  of  mercies  ihall  wipe  away  the 
tears  that  run  down  from  the  eyes  of  his  children. 
He  will  not  only  adminifter  confolation  to  them  under 
all  their  ptefent  tribulations  and  forrows,  but,  in  due 
time,  he  will  remove  every  occafion  of  grief  which 
diflrefled  them,  and  turn  all  their  forrows  into  joys; 
In  the  moft  endearing  manner,  he  will  not  only  de« 
liver  their  feet  from  felling,  but  iikewife  their  eyes 
from  tears.  And,  at  the  glorious  period  when  death 
ihall  be  fwallowed  up  in  vidory,  *  the  Lamb,  which 

*  is  in  the  midft  of  the  throne,  (hall  feed  them,  and 
^  fliall  lead  them  unto  living  fountains  of  waters ; 
^  and  God  fliall  wipe  away  all  tears  from  their  eyes  f  / 
And  again,  it  is  written,  ^  God  fliall  wipe  away  all 

*  tears  from  their  eyes ;  and  there  fliall  be  no  more 

*  death,  neither  forrow,  nor  crying,  neither  fliall  there 

*  be  any  more  pain :  for  the  former  things  are  pafied 

*  away  J.' 

And  the  rebuke  of  his  people  Jhall  he  take  away  from 
€ffall  the  earth.  The  perfons  to  whom  this  privilege 
is  promifed,  are  the  people  of  God,  whom  he  hath 
chofen  for  his  inheritance ;  who  were  redeemed  from 
among  men  by  the  precious  blood  of  his  Son,  and 

^  PfaL  faai.  5*        f  Rev.  vuL  17.        %  Rev.  xzi.  4« 
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formed  for  himfclf,  to  (hew  forth  his  praifes.  They 
are  tranflated  into  his  kingdom,  and  purified  unto 
himfelf,  a  peculiar  people,  zealous  of  good  works.-?* 
The  rebuke  of  this  people  may  denote,  the  re- 
proaches and  calumnies  whereby  their  charader 
and  condu£t  were  mifreprefented  by  their  enemies ; 
the  afili£ti6ns  and  calamities  whereby  a  righteous 
God  rebuked  them  for  their  fins  and  follies,  tried 
their  faith  and  patience,  exercifed  their  graces,  ad« 
yanced  his  own  glory  and  the  good  of  his  church. 
This  rebuke  he  fliall  take  away  from  off  ail  the  earth. 
The  Lord  God  will  vindicate  them  from  the  foul 
afperfions,  the  cruel  treatment,  and  manifold  diftreffes, 
which  they  endured :  he  will  bring  forth  their  righ* 
teoufiiefs  as  the  light,  and  their  judgment  as  the 
noon-day ;  then  they  (hall  appear  to  the  world  to  have 
been  invidioufly  traduced, .  and  mod  unjuftly  defmfed 
and  perfecuted  by  their.adverfaries.  In  our  prophet't 
beautiful  nervous  language,  *  No  weapon  that  is  form* 
ed  againft  them,  mall  profper }  and  every  tongue 
that  mall  rife  againfl.  them  in  judgment,  thou  malt 
condemn.  This  is  th<»  heritage  of  the  fervants  of 
the  Lord ;  and  their  righteoumefs  is  of  me,  faith  the 

Lord  *.' For  the  Lord  hatbfpoken  iu   Thefe  are 

he  true  and  frdthful  fayings  of  God,  whofe  word  is 
fettled  in  heaven,  and  cannot  fail  of  receiving  its  full 
accomplifhment.— -*Look  to  God,  that  he  may  con- 
fer  upon  you  all  thef^  defiraSle  bleflings  which  he 
hath  promifed  to  his  church ;  particularly,  that  he 
may  enable  you  to  derive  real  benefit  from  the  fharp 
rebukes  which  he  adminifters^  that  even  when  you 
walk  in  the  midft  of  trouble,  he  may  revive  you,  and 
deliver  you  in,  as  well  as  from  your  diflreffes.  God 
is  faithful,  faith  the  apoftle  to  the  Gentiles,  who  will 
not  fuffer  you  to  be  tempted  above  that  you  are  ^ble 
to  bear.  Temptations  and  trials  you  fhall  have ;  but 
the  Lord  will  make  a  way  for  you  to  efcape  from  the 

*  Ifaiah  Ut,  17. 
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evils  attending  them,  that  you  may  have  deliverancQ 
through  his  mercy  and  power ,  and  live  to  his  glory* 

9  V  And  it  fhall  be  faid  in  that  day,  Lo,  this 
is  our  God,  we  have  waited  for  him,  and  he. 
^11  fave  us :  this  //  the  Lord,  we  have  waited 
for  him,  we  will  be  glad,  and  rejoice  iij  his  faU 
Yation, 

The  chorus  formed  by  the  redeemed  of  the  Lord, 
are  introduced,  celebrating  the  praifes  of  Jehovah, 
for  the  deliverances  they  had  already  received,  and 
the  hope$  they  entertained  of  the  continuance  and  in- 

creafe  of  his  kindnefs  toward  them* bt  that  day  / 

in  the  remarkable  period  to  which  our  prophet  looked 
forward,  wherein  God  ihall  have  accompliihed  the 
wonderful  events  for  the  falvation  of  his  people,  men- 
tioned in  the  preceding  part  of  this  beautiful  hymn. — 
Having  vanquifhed  their  formidable  enemies,  and  ad- 
miniftered  fuitable  relief  to  their  neceflities ;  having 
fumiihed  them  with  the  bed:  provifions,  and  prefented 
them  with  the  moft  reviving  profpeds ;  it  (hall  be  faid 
by  the  people  of  God,  and  every  where  publiihed 
with  gratulation  and  triumph,  £0,  this  is  our  God^  In 
humble  dependence  on  the  Father  of  lights,  for  direct 
tion,  aififtance,  and  bleffmg,  let  us  attentively  confi*^ 
der  the  import  of  the  fpirited  language  adopted  by 
the  church. 

X.  Contemplate  the  glorious  objed:  we  are  here  in- 
vited to  behold :  Lo,  this  is  our  GocL  The  words  ex- 
prefs  (Irong  emotions  of  pleafure,  admiration,  and 
joy,  arifmg  from  the  merciful  interpofitions  made  in 
behalf  of  his  people,  whereby  Jehovah  manifefted  him- 
felf  prefent  among  them.  Though  God  is  invifible  to 
our  bodily  eyes,  we  behold  him,  when  we  feniibly  dif- 
cem  thofe  vifible  effeds  which  cannot  be  produced  bv 
any  other  than  his  omnipotent  arm.  Wherever  thefe 
effects  are  feen  and  felt,  there  is  God,  there  the 
brightnefs  of  his  glory  fliines,  and  there  he  demon- 

ftrates 
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ftrates  his  power  and  prefence.  The  church  there* 
fore,  having  experienced  his  gracions  appearance  in 
their  favour,  point  him  out  as  their  God,  with  whom 
they  are  intimately  cotme^ed ;  as  Jehovah,  froiq 
whom  alone  their  help  doth  come.  The  furprifmg 
grand  events  recited  in  this  chapter,  they  afcribe  unto 
the  Lord  their  God.  If  you  inquire,  in  the  words  of 
Job,  ^  \^ere,  and  who  is  he,'  that  maketh  a  feaft  for 
all  people,  and  hath  fwallowed  up  death  in  vidory  I 

We  reply.  This  is  our  God,  the  Lord  pf  hofts. 

Tljis  is  our  God,  who  hath  entered  into  covenant 
with  us,  who  hath  ^vouched  us  to  be  his  peculiar 
people ;  and  whom  we  have  avouched  to  be  our 
God,  and  to  i^alk  in  his  ways.  There  fubfifts  be- 
tween him  and  us,  ^  reciprocal  endearing  relation,  a^ 
mutual  tender  affedioxi,  a  oontinyed  delightful  inter- 
courfe,  a  mod  agreeable  concord,  and  an  intimate 
unio^  of  intereft  and'defign.  He  is  our  God,  and 
we  are  his  people ;  he  is  our  Creator,  and  W^  ^re  his. 
creatures ;  he  is  oUr  Father,  and  we  are  his  children  i 
he  is  our  Preferver,  and  we  are  maii^tajned  by  him  y 
he  is  pur  Deliverer,  and  we  are  his  rede€i)F)ed  people. 
His  perfe^ons,  providence,  and  promifes,  are  all; 
united  to  promote  the  felicity  stnd  falvatjlon  of  thofe 
with  whom  he  is  thus  nearly  related^  wbilft  all  their, 
faculties  are  confecrated  to  his  fervice,  all  their  poflef- 
fions  and  influence  are  devot;ed  to  his  honour. 

^his  is  yehovab  ;  the  true  and  living  God,  who  is 
for  ever  diftinguiflied  from  the  dead  idols  worfhipped 
amoog  the  Heathen  nations,  by  the  works  which  he 
hath  done,  and  the  <ieliverances  that  he  hath  wrought. 
Thi^  is  the  Lord,  to  whom  there  is  none  that  can  be 
compared  in  heaven  above,  or  in  the  e^th  beneath. 

*  To  whom  will  ye  liken  me,  or  fliall  I  be  equal,  fairh 
^  the  holy  One  ?  Who  hath  meafured  the  waters  ia 
^  the  hollow  of  his  hand?  who  hath  meted  ouC  the 

*  heaven  with  a  fpan  ?  who  hath  comprehended  the 

*  dufl  of  the  earth  in  a  meafure  ?  who  hath  weighed  . 
^  the  mountains  in  fcales,  and  the  hills  in  a  balance ; 

*  anci 
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^  and  taketh  up  the  ifles  as  a  very  little  thing?    He 

*  fitteth  on  the  circle  of  the  earth,  and  the  inha- 

*  bitants  thereof  are  as  grafshoppers.  All  nations 
'  are  before  him  as  nothing ;  and  they  are  counted  by 
^  him  lefs  than  nothing,  and  vanity  *•  What  lofti* 
nefs  of  ezpreffion !  Our  prophet's  imagination  rifes 
fuperior  to  every  thing  earthly,  and  moimts  to  the 
noft  inacceflible  regions  of  the  univerfe.— — This  is 
the  Lord,  who  is  the  boundlefs  ocean  of  exiftence, 
from  whom  all  created  beings  proceed,  with  the  noble 
qualities  they  poifefs :  the  heavens,  whh  all  their  lu- 
minaries ;  the  earth,  with  its  fertility ;  the  fea,  with 
its  fulnefs;  the  philofopher,  with  his  penetration; 
the  foldier^  with  his  courage ;  the  artift,  with  his  in* 
genuity  9  the  upright,  with  his  confolation.  When 
we  behold  thefe  defirable  obje&s,  we  ought  t6  fav, 
Lo,  this  IS  the  Lord,  who  doth  great  things,  unfearcn« 
able,  marvellous,  and  without  number ;  our  God,  by 
whom  we  are  animated,  whofe  air  we  breathe,  by 
whofe  power  we  are  preferved,  and  in  whofe  falvatioa 
we'  rejoice. 

This  is  the  Lcrdj  whofe  mercy  and  compaflions  are 
equal  to  his  grandeur  and  power.  God  is  love.  God 
To  loved  the  world,  that  he  gave  his  only  begotten 
Son,  that  whofoever  believeth  in  him,  might  not 
perifh,  but  have  everlaftin^  life.  What  an  unpa« 
ralleled  difplay  of  love  is  this !  What  infinite  affec- 
tion is  manilefted  toward  us^  by  this  unfpeakable 
gift !  Think  on  the  cffential  glory  of  the  Son  of  God, 
his  profound  humiliation,  his  aftoniihing  fufferings, 
his  painful  ignominious  death ;  and,  in  ail  thefe,  be- 
hold the  moft  wonderful  demonllrations  of  the  divine 
love  toward  mankind.  What  majefty,  compaffion, 
and  beauty,  are  confpicuous  in  the  character  of  the 
Redeemer !  what  an  amiable  interefting  pifture  doth 
it  prefent  to  our  view !  What  but  infinite  wifdom 
could  have  formed  fuch  a  grand  defign  as  he  hath 

*  Uaiah  xh  1 2.  iffiq' 
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executed!  what  bat  divine  Ic^e  could  have  accoin> 
pliflied  fuch  a  wonderful  extenfive  plan !  God  mam« 
feft,  God  manifeft  in  the  flefb,  in  the  Iftenels  of  fm- 
ful  flefli,  in  the  form  of  a  fervant,  obcdiient  unto 
.  death,  even  the  death  of  the  crofs.  «  This  aftonifliing 
grace  of  our  Lord^  who,  though  once  humbled,  it 
now  exalted ;  though  Once  obedient,  is  now  clothed 
with  authority ;  though  once  dead,  is  now  alrre ;  is 
for  ever  extolled,  with  feraphic  joy,  by  all  die  ceteftial 
inhabitants,  and  ought  to  be  the  frequent  theme  of 

our  moft  ardent  praifes. ^Meditate  alfo  upon  the 

other  pleafing  manifeftatioiis  he  hath  given  of  his 
mercy  and  grace,  in  forgiving  you  all  trefpafles ;  in 
pardonme  the  fins  of  all  his  people,  committed 
through  Ignorance,  infirmity,  and  even  through  ob- 
ftinacy-^in  renewing  you  after  his  image,  in  quicken* 
-ing  you  together  with  Chrift,  and  tranflating  you  into 
his  kingdrai-Mn  admitting  you  into  his  ntyour  and 
family,  that  yoti  may  enjoy  tne  ineftimable  preroga- 
tives of  his  bdoved  children — ^tn  conferrtM  ^paa  you 
his  promifed  Spirit,  and  thereby  forming  luch  a  won^ 
dernil  conneflioh  between  him  and  y6u,  as  bath  for 
its  model,  the  union  fubfifting  between  the  Father 
and  the  Son.  This  high  honour  Jefus  Chrift  re- 
quefted  for  you  in  his  intercefibry  prayer :  ^  I  pray 
>  that  they  all  may  be  one,  as  thou.  Father,  art  in  me, 
'  ^nd  I  in  thee*/  Such  knowl^edge  is  too  hSA  for 
us  at  prefent :  our  faculties  are  too  limited  and  feeUe^ 
in  this  imperfeft  ftate,  to  underftand  this  fublirae 
.fubjed :  but  the  time  cometh,  when  they  fliall  be  tOr 
larged  and  invigorated ;  and  we  fliall  know,  by  happy 
experience,  what  it  is,  to  be  one  with  God,  and  with 
Jefus  Chrift.  In  the  mean  time,  we  fay,  Lo,  this  is 
our  God,  who,  by  a  multiplicity  of  ways,  is  preparing 
us  afore  unt6  this  glory,  which  is  to  be  reveled* 

2.  Confider  the  becoming  exercife  in  which  the 
church  was  employed.  We  have  wasted  for  him  ;  and 


*  John  zviL  21. 
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again,  they  xepeaLt  the  expreffion.  We  have  waited  for 
bim.  The  repetition  of  the  words  plainly  intimates, 
the  great  earneftnefs,  and  perfevering  diligence,  with 
which  the  faints  had  waited  upon  the  Lord  their  God. 
The  Hebrew  word  whereby  their  employment  is  ez- 
preiTed,  fi^pifies,  to  hope,  to  exped,  to  look  around 
with  foliatude  and  defire,  and  to  depend  upon  the 
wiflied-for  perfon  or  obje£k.  It  doth  not  properly  de- 
note any  bodily  labour,  but  the  humble  patient  exer« 
cifes  of  the  heart,  animated  by  faith  in  the  providence 
and  promifes  of  God.  In  this  emplpyment,  the  royal 
pro(rfiet  declared  his  unremitting  continuance,  not- 
withftanding  everv  difcouragement  and  oppofition: 
^  I  wait  for  the  Lord  (faid  he),  my  foul  doth  wait, 
^  and  in  his  word  do  1  hope.  My  foul  waiteth  for 
^  the  Lord,  more  than  they  that  watch  for  the  mom« 
*  ing  *.'  In  thefe  words,  there  is  a  beautiful  allufion 
to  watchmen,  who  earaeftly  look  for  the  dawning  of 
the  morning,  that,  being  relieved  from  the  watch, 
they  may  r^ire  to  reft  and  fleep,  of  which  they  had 
been'deprivol  during  the  darknefs,  folhude,  and  cold 
of  the  nig^t-— — *More  particularly,  this  duty  in- 
eludes— E^arneft  defire — Lively  expeSatioa,  joined 
with — Holy  fere^ity  of  mind.    I  fay. 

Waiting  for  God  comprehends,  Earneft  defire.  Ag 
a  fervant  eameftly  defireth  the  ih^dow,  and  as  a  hire- 
ling  looketh  for  the  reward  of  his  workj,  fo,  O  Lord ! 
faith  the  church,  in  the  fiDllowing  chapter,  we  have 
waited  for  thee :  the  defire  of  our  foul  is  to  thee,  and 
the  remembrance  of  thee.  Thus  employed,  they 
thirft  for  God,  the  llvi^  God,  as  th^  hart  pantetn 
for  the  water-brQoks,  that  they  may  come  and  appear 
before  him'.  *  Their  fouls  long  for  God,  with  more 
ardent  affedion  than  did  David  for  his  favourite  fon 
Abfalom  :•  they  look  more  wifhfuUy  for  his  s^pearance 
in  their  fiivour,  than  the  mother  of  Sifera,  wheii  flie 
looked  out  at  the  window,  expecting  the  arrival  of 

•  P&L  cxxx.  5i  6. 
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,  her  fon;  and  cried.  Why  is  his  chariot  fo  long  m 
coming  ?  why  tarry  the  wheels  of  his  chariot  ?  Such 
fervent  defires,  terminating  upon  God,  are  agreeablq 
proofs,  that  thofe  who  feel  thein»  are  fenfible  of  their 
neceffities  j  that  their  hopes  of  obtaining  relief,  z$fk 
fixed  upon  him,  who  they  truft  will  foon  fend  them 
deliverance.— r— It  include;s.  Lively  expectation*  Thia 
is  eflential  to  the  employment  of  waiting  for  God^ 
and  infpires  it  with  life  and  beauty.  The  devout 
pfidmift,  therefore,  thus  encouraged  himfelf ;  ^  M^ 

*  foul,  wait  thou  only  upon  God ;  for  my  expe^atioi^ 
^  is  from  him  *.'  In  this  exercife,  we  entertain  the 
pleafing  hope,  that  the  Lord  our  God  will  feafonably 
manifeft  himfelf  to  us }  that  he  will  affuredly  accom- 
pUih.his  gracious  purpofes,  and. the  promifes  of  hi& 
word,  notwithftanding  every  intervening  obftacle.   In 

i  all  our  ilraits  and  neceffities,  we  look,  with  humble 

confidence,  to  receive  from  him  fupplies  fuited  lo  our 
circumftances,  firmly  perfuaded,  like  Mordecai,  thai 
enlargement  and  deliverance  (hall  arife*  In  this  man* 
ner,  the  all-fufficiency  and  grace  of  Jehovah  arc  glo- 
rified, whofe  compauion  is  equal  to  bis  power,  and 
from  whom  his  fervants  may  promife  themfelves  more 
than  they  can  defire.  ^  He  is  able  to  dp  exceeding 
f  abundantly  above  all  that  we  afk  or  think,  accord- 
'  ing  to  the  power  that  worketh  in  us.'  Such  large 
expedations  brmg  him,  on  whom  they  are  founded, 
under  ftrong  obligations  to  gratify  them,  that  fo  he 
may  demonltrate  his  real  goodnefs  and  beneficence 
;  to  be  equal  to  the  high  opinion  formed  of  his  libera*  ^ 
'  lity.,  ^.I'he  Lord  our  God  therefore  hath  often  more 
than  fiiiSlled,  by  extraordinary  mercies  s^d  deliver^ 
^  ances,  the  expectations  of  his  people,  who  have  waited 
for  him.'=— r— With  defire  and  hope,  are  united  Holy 
ferenity  of  mind.  ^The  church,  in  the  book  of  La- 
inentations,  acknoln^ledges,  that  '  it  is  .good  both  ta 

*  hope,  and  quietly  to  wait,  for  the  falvation  of  the  - 

♦  Pfal.  Ixu.  5. 

*Lord/ 


VSR.  9.       PROPHECIES  OF  ISAIAH.  389 

•  Lord  *.'    In  this  confifteth  the  very  cffence  and  vi-  . 
gouf  of  this  fpiritual  elcerciie,  a$  it  is  written,  chap. 
XXX.  1 5*  of  this  prophecy :  ^  In  quietnefs  and  confi- 

•  dence  fliall  be  your  ftrength.'  This  facred  tran- 
quiUity  of  foul  repreiTes  thofe  uneafy  difquietudes,  and 
tumultuous  thoughts,  which  difturb  the  mind,  and 
unfit  for  the  right  performance  of  this,  or  any  other 
duty.  It  compofes  the  foul  attentively  to  obferve 
every  fymptom  of  the  divine  approach,  every  appear- 
ance from  which  may  be  deduced  favourable  confe- 
quences,  and  every  opportunity  that  ought  to  be  dili- 
gently improved^  It  gives  a  feafonable  check  to  that 
precipitation  and  hade  which  fprings  from  uneafmefs 
at  our  prefent  condition,  and  from  hurtful  anxiety 
about  immediate  deliverance.  '  He  that  believeth, 
^  will  not  make  hafte ;'  or,  as  the  apoftle  of  the  Gen- 
tiles interprets  our  prophet's  words,  ^  he  fhall  not  be 
f  alhamedf.* 

In  this  manner,  let.  us  wait  for  God,  even  though 
he  may  tarry  long,  attentive  left  we  fait  into  de* 
fpondency,  rife  up  in  difcontent,  or  rafhiy  adopt 
unwarrantable  methods  by  which  we  think  fooner  to 
reach  our  end.  ^  The  Lord  is  good  unto  them  that 
^  wait  for  him  \  ;*  fo  good,  that  it  is  fometimes  bet** 
fer  to  wait  for  mercies  than  to  enjoy  them.  David 
feems  to  have  enjoyed  as  much  of  the  divine  favour, 
when  he  waited  upon  God  for  a  kingdom,  as  he  did 
after  he  was  elevated  to  the  throne  of  Ifrael.  Thus 
employed,  our  beft  interefts  (hall  be  happily  promot* 
ed.  We  fhall  be  kept  humble  in  every  condition ; 
our  thoughts  fliall  be  direded  toward  God:  we  fliall 
maintain  clofe  dependence  upon  him ;  the  graces  of 
faith  and  hope,  patience  and  fortitude,  fliall  be  im-> 
proved :  we  ihall  renew  our  fpiritual  ftrength,  and 
lack  no  good  thing.  Wait  then  upon  the  Lord,  who 
waits  to  be  gracious ;  and  therefore  will  he  be  exalt'* 
ed,  that  he  may  have  mercy  upon  you. 

*  Lam.  iii.  a6,         f  Rom.  x.  ii*        t  Lam.  iii.  25. 
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3,  Attend  to  the  afTured  confidence  in  God,  which 
the  church  exprefled  in  thefe  words,  Hewill/ave us^ 
In  every  age,  tiiey  have  viewed  the  Lord  as  their  Sa- 
viour :  to  him  they  have  afcribed  the  praife  of  all  the 
manifold,  falvations  they  have  enjoyed,  and  to  him 
they  have  looked  for  deliverance  in  feafons  of  danger 
and  diftrefs.  It  is  their  glory  and  felicky,  that  they 
are  a  people  faved  by  the  Lord,  who  is  the  flneld  of 
their  help,  and  die  fword  of  their  excellency  *• 
Through  all  the  temporal  deliverance  wroof^ht  flor 
them,  they  have  looked  forward  to  eternal  feKation  y 
and  beyond  all  the  faviours  whom  God  hath  raffed; 
up  to  them,  they  have  lifted  up  their  eyes  to  God 
their  Saviour,  whofe  praifes  aiid  glory  they  delight- 
fully celebrated.  Salvation  from  the  hands  of  theip 
enemies,  which  was  doubtlefs  primarily  intended  in 
the  words  before  us,  is  employed  as  an  image,  to 
fhadow  out  a  falvatioi\  of  an  infinitely  K^ber  and 
more  important  nature.  Thefe  events  are  intimately 
connected  together :  indeed,  the  formei^  |s  hardly 
ever  mentioned  in  this  prophecy,  without  fonie  m- 
timation  being  given  of  the  btter*  In  this  they 
triumph,  that,  though  furrounded  with  dangers,  and 
aflaulted  by  enemies,  i^e,  who  is  the  hope  of  Ifrael; 
and  the  Saviour  thereof  in  time  of  trouble,  will  be 
their  falvation.  ^  Had  not  the  Lord  been  on  our  fide, 

*  when  men  rofe  up  againft  us,  then  they  had  Iwal- 
^  lowed  us  up  quick.   Our  help  is  in  the  name  of  the 

*  Lord,  who  made  heaven  and  earth  f .  We  will  not 
^  truft  in  our  own  bow,  neither  fliall  our  fword  fave 
^  us :  but  thou  haft  faved  us-<-thy  right  hand,  thine 
^  arm,  and  the  light  of  thy  countenance,  becaufe 

*  thou  hadft  a  favour  unto  us.    In  God  we  boaft  alt 

*  the  day  long ;:  and  praife  thy  name  for  ever  and 

*  ever  |.  ^  Truly  in  vain  is  falvation  hoped  for  from 
^  the  hills,  and  from  the  multitude  of  mountains  ||. 

.    •  Dcut.  xxiui.  29.    t  I*fal*  cxxiy.  2, 3. 8.    ±  PfcL  ili?.  t 8. 
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In  the  words  under  confideration^  the  people  of 
God  exprefs  their  firm  confidence,  that  the  Lord  will 
fave  them,  not  only  with  a  temporal,  but  with  a  fpi- 
ritual  and  eternal  falvation.  They  expeded,  not  only 
a  deliverance  like  that  which  was  wrought  for  their 
fathers,  by  Gideon  or  Samfon,  but  the  eternal  falva- 
tion of  the  Son  of  God.  They  entertained  the  aiTur- 
ed  hope,  that  he  would  not  only  refcue  them  from 
the  evils  of  this  prefent  life,  and  confer  upon  them 
mercies  fuited  to  relieve  their  neceffities,  but  that  he 
would  deliver  them  from  fpiritual  and  eternal  evils, 
and  exalt  them  to  the  eveilafting  enjoyment  of  con- 
fummate  felicity  and  glory.  All  the  manifold  falva- 
tions  wrought  for  them  in  the  earth,  they  conQdered 
as  flowing  Ihrom  him :  but  what  they  chiefly  wiflied 
to  enjoy,  and  on  which  their  hearts  were  fixed,  wa$ 
that  falvation  which  is  peculiarly  from  God,  every 
way,  and  only  his.  Striking  inftances  of  the  truth 
of  this  remark  occur  both  in  the  Old  and  New  Tefta- 
ments.  After  all  the  wonderful  interpofitions  which 
David,  the  fervant  of  the  Lord,  ^^perienced,  he  de- 
clared, that  his  foul  fainted  for  God's  falvation.  And 
the  apollle  Paul,  after  the  many  extraordinary  deli- 
verances he  received,  comforted  himfelf,  that  the 
Lord  would  deliver  him  from  all  evil,  and  preferve 
him  to  his  heavenly  kingdom.  Under  the  leaves  of 
temporal  mercies,  they  looked  for  the  fruit  of  the 
tree  of  lifb :  they  felt  for  a  more  excellent  falvation. 
This  was  the  great  obje£t  upon  which  all  their  hopes 
and  defires  terminated,  without  which  nothing  elfe 
could  fatisfy.  Of  this  great  falvation,  the  church 
here  exprefs  their  confident  and  joyful  expeflation. 
The  experience  which  they  had,  in  times  pafl,  of  di- 
vine mercy,  opened  to  them  a  bright  profped  of  future 
deliverance.  They  trufVed,  that  he  who  had  enlarg- 
ed them  in  diftrefs,  would  have  mercy  upon  them; 
that  he  who  had  delivered,  would  yet  deliver.  The 
conclufion  was  juft,  and  well-founded,  deduced  from 
the  immutability  of  God :  whofc  hand  is  not  fliort-< 

ened. 
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ened,  that  it  cannot  fave ;  nor  his  ear  heavy,  that  it 
cannot  hear*  With  the  Father  of  lights,  there  is  no 
variablenefs ;  in  the  fpring  of  confolation,  there  is  no 
change :  the  more  favours  that  weliave  received  from 
God,  the  greater  hopes  we  may  cherilh.  His  affedion 
and  coftipaflion  toward  his  people  are  unchangeably 
the  fame.  His  mercies  ai^e  ever  new,  and  his  com* 
paffions  fail  not.  His  love  is  not  like  ours,  a  fudden 
ilafh  of  affeftion,  that  is  foon  over :  it  is  everlafting, 
and  changeth  not.  Indeed,  the  grounds  on  which  faith 
and  hope  are  founded,  admit  not  of  any  alteration* 
The  nature,  the  name,  the  covenant,  and  the  promifes 
of  God,  ate  always  the  fame^  and  endure  for  ever; 
and,  by  thefe,  the  ftrongeft  affurai^ce  is  given,  that  he 
is  as  able  to  fave  in  time  to  come^  as  in  times  paft» 
Befides,  the  perfefk  mediation  of  the  Son  of  God, 
his  infinite  grace  and  ability,  encourage  hitf  friends, 
at  all  times,  to  exped,  that  the  Lord  will  fave  them. 

4.  Examine  the  confequent  refolution  adopted  by 
the  church.  We  will  be  glady  and  rejoice  in  bii  Jatoa* 
tion.  Of  all  the  objeds  which  are  fuited  to  excite  joy 
and  gladnefs,  the  falvation  of  the  Lord  is  the  moft 
excellent,  and  affords  the  beft  ground  of  exultation 
and  triumph.— —The  peculiar  people  of  God  are 
thereby  delivered  from  the  enormous  load  of  guilt 
which  they  have  contrafted.  By  tranfgreflion,  we 
have  forfeited  all  claim  to  the  divine  friendfhip :  we 
have  expofed  ourfelves  to  the  wrath  of  God,  that 
Cometh  upon  the  children  of  difobedience ;  to  death 
and  de(lru£lion,  from  the  prefeiice  of  the  Lord,  and 
the  glory  of  his  power.  To  refcue  us  from  this  accu- 
mulated guilt,  and  obnoxioufnefs  to  this  awful  pu- 
nifhmiqnt,  the  Lord  God  fent  his  only  begotten  Son 
into  the  world,  to  be  the  propitiation  for  our  fins. 
He  laid  upon  him  the  iniquity  of  us  all :  in  confe- 
quence  of  which,  he  bare  our  fins  on  his  own  body 
oh  the  tree ;  he  made  his  foul  an  offering  for  fin ; 
and  died  for  our  fins,  according  to  the  fcriptures. 

By  this  gracious  interpofition,  he  expiated  the  guilt 

incurred 
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incurred  by  all  who  receive  his  atonement,  and  hum- 
bly rely  on  his  mediation.  Thus  he  taketh  away  the 
fins  of  the  world ;  and  ^  we  obtain  redemption  through 
*  his  blood,  even  the  forgivenefs  of  fins,  according  tc 

-*  the  riches  of  his  grace  *.'- By  this  iaivation,  we 

are  freed  from  the  corruption  and  depravity  of  our 
nature.    ^  The  carnal  mind  ("faith  the  apoftle  Paul)  is 
^ ,  enmity  againft  God/    It  nfes  in  o]^fition  to  the 
divine  excellencies ;  it  refufes  fubjeftion  to  the  holy 
law  of  God ;  it  withholds  fubmiihon  to  the  difpenfa- 
tions  of  his  providence  and  grace ;  it  regards  not  his 
favour  as  the  chief  good,  nor  his  glory  as  the  ultimate 
end.  From  the  dominion  of  this  ftrong  corruption,  we 
are  refcued  by  the  rod  of  God's  ftrength,  accompanied 
with  his  Spirit,  whereby  he  rules  in  the  midft  of  his 
enemies^  and  makes  theih  his  willing  people  in  the 
day  of  his  power.    By  his  viflorious  grace,  he  de- 
livers us  from  vicious  paffions,  fenfual  inclinations^ 
and  criminal  prances,  which  are  the  effects  of  depra- 
vity of  heart.    Being  renewed  in  the  fpirit  of  our 
minds,  we  are  formed  for  the  pra&ice  of  all  goodnefs, 
and  prepared  for  tt)e  eternal  enjoyment  ot  God  in 
heaven.— By  this  falvation,  we  are  likewife  deliver- 
ed from  the  mifery  and  deftru£lion  which  fin  hath  en- 
tailed upon  tranfj^eflbrs.    Sin  hath  fcattered  mifery 
and  wo  over  the  race  of  the*earth.    Avarice  and  am- 
bition, malice  and  difcord,  have  diffufed  their  baneful 
influence  into  every  nation,  city,  and  fociety.    Cares, 
diiappointments,  and  difeafes,  with  the  fears  of  death, 
are  experienced  by  perfons  of  every  rank,  in  every 
age,  and  often  embitter  the  happieft  hours  of  life. 
£very  habitual  finner  hath  in  his  breaft,  the  certain 
fources  of  mifery,  and  frequent  forebodings  of  future 
anguifli.    From  this  wretched  condition,  we  arq  ex- 
tricated, when,  being  juftified  by  faith,  we  have  peace 
with  God,  through  our  Lord  Jefus  Chrift ;  and,  be- 
ing regenerated  by  the  Holy  Ghoft,  our  irregular  d?- 

♦  Eph.  i.  7. 
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fires,  are  reftrained,  our  minds  are  enlightened,  our 
hearts  are  purified,  and  our  conduct  regulated  by  the 
laws  of  God.  By  this  happy  change  in  our  ftate  and 
tensper,  ve  are  reftored  to  the  divine  favour  and  re- 
femblance :  we  receive  an  indefeaiible  right  to  eternal 
gtory  $  and  commence  our  journey  to  the  land  oi  up* 
righoiels,  where  are  fulne&  of  joy,  and  rivefs  of  plea* 
Cures  for  ever  more. 

In  diis  falvation,  which  is  admirably  ftnted  to  o>if 

charader  and  circumftances,  we  ought,  with  the 

church,  to  be  glad  and  rejoice*    Our  joy  fhould  far 

exceed  the  joy  of  harveft,  when  the  precious  fruits  of 

the  earth  are  c<^ieded,  and  brought  home  in  fafery ; 

and  die  joy  in  war,  when  the  conquerors  divide  the 

ipoik,  and  return  in  triumph  to  their  country  and 

mends )  yea,  all  the  joy  that  can  arife  from  temporal 

pofleffioss.    This  joy  (bould  be  unipeakable,  and  full 

of  glory.    There  is  fomething  fo  tranfporting  in  the 

view  of  this  falvation,  that  we  ought  to  rejoice  and 

exult  in  the  glorious  profpefl:  which  it  exhibits.'——^ 

Are  there  any  of  you  in  this  aflembly,  whofe  con* 

fciences  are  wounded  by  an  aflFe£ting  fenfe  of  your 

fins,  and  the  danger  to  which  you  (land  expofed ; 

and  who  are  deeply  convinced  of  your  infinite  need 

of  redemption  ?  How  delightful  the  tidings  contained 

m  the  goipel,  of  recovery  from  the  punifhment  and 

dominion  of  fin,  and  reftoration  to  the  friendfliip,  the 

image^  and  enjoyment  of  God !  The  thoughts  of  this 

lalvation  ought  to  make  your  hearts  leap  v^ith  glad- 

nefs.    How  feafonaUe,  how  refrefhing,  the  relief  said 

confolation  which  it  adminifters  to  thofe  who  are 

broken  in  heart  I  Every  ingredient  in  the  falvation  of 

the  Lord,  opens  the  fources  of  the  pureft,  the  mod  fub- 

lime  and  permanent  joy.    Let  us  then  hearken  to 

the  voice  that  cometh  out  from  the  throne  of  God  y 

which  &ith,  ^  Praife  our  God,  all  ye  his  fervants,  and 

^  je  that  fear  him,  both  fmall  and  great.'    Let  us 

unite  our  voice  with  that  ^  of  the  great  multitude^ 

5  which  was  like  the  voice  of  many  waters,  and  a^the 

*  voice 
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^  Toi^e  of  mighty  thunderings,  %ing9  Alleluia ;  for 
^  the  Lord  God  omnipotent  rdgneth.  L£t  us  be 
^  glad  aiid  rejoice,  and  give  honour  to  him  *.' 

10  For  in  this  mountain  fhall  the  hand  of 
the  Lord  reft,  and  Moab  ihall  be  trodden  down 
under  him,  even  as  ftraw  is  trodden  down  for 
the  dunghil. 

The  continuance  of  the  divine  favour  Vfiih  the 
church,  and  the  agreeable  profpe£l  of  the  entire  con- 
queft  of  their  implacable  enemies,  are  here  mentioned, 
as  grounds  of  the  joy  and  triumph  expreffed  in  the 
preceding  verfe. — -. — God  is  a  Spirit ;  and  therefore, 
properly  fpeaking,  he  hath  neither  hands,,  nor  any  of 
the  parts  which  belong  to  human  nature*  Notwith- 
(landing,  in  allufion  to  the  hand  of  man,  which  is  the 
chief  inftrument  of  aftion,  whereby  he  exerts  his 
ftrength,  the  hand  of  God  is  often  mentioned,  to  de* 
liote  nis  almighty  power,  employed  *  in  behalf  of  his 
church,  to  defend  them  from  evil,  to  vindicate  them 
from  oppreiBon,  to  puniih  their  enemies,  to  cherifli 
find  proted  them,  and  liberally  to  confer  upon  them 
the  moft  fubftantial  bleffings.  In  this  meuntain, 
whereof  glorious  things  are  predi^ed  in  the  foregoing 
verfes,  Jball  the  band  of  the  Lord  reji^  as  the  pillar  of 
cloud  by  day,  and  the  pillar  of  fire  by  night,  reded 
over  the  camp  of  Ifrael ;  or  as  the  emblem  of  the  di« 
vine  prefence  refted  on  the  mercy-feat.  Or  the  ex« 
preilion  may  allude  to  the  condud  of  a  traveller, 
who,  after  having  been  long  abroad,  relums  home» 
and  there  takes  up  his  fixed  refidence.  The  kind 
protecting  hand  of  God,  which  had  for  a  long  time 
been  withdrawn  from  his  people,  was  to  be  again  re- 
ilored,  to  blefs,  defend,  and  enrich  them,  and  to  give 
them  peace  and  tranquillity.— ^— -Let  thy  hai^d,  Q 
l^ra^ious  God !  be  ever  with  us,  to  deliver  us  out  of 

*  Rev.  xix.  5.  djeq* 
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all  our  troubles,  to  profper  and  perfed:  us  in  our 
Chriftian  courfe,  until,  having  conquered  all  our  fpi- 
ritual  enemies,  we  arrive  at  the  heavenly  Jerufalem^ 
the  city  of  the  living  God. 

And  Moab  Jhall  be  trodden  dcwn  under  bintj  &c. 
Moab  was  the  name  of  the  pofterity  of  Lot,  by  his 
eldeft  daughter,  who  pofTefled  the  land  fituated  in  the 
neighbourhood  of  Urael,  whom  they  continually  en- 
deavoured to  vex  and  harais.  They  were  grofe  ido- 
laters, worihippers  of  Chemofh,  their  abomination;  and 
were  exprefsly  prohibited  from  entering  into  the  con- 
gregation of  the  Lord,  even  to- the  tenth  generation^ 
Under  this  defignatlon,  agreeable  to  the  prophetic 
ftyle,  may  be  comprehended,  all  the  inveterate  ene- 
mies of  the  true  Ifrael  of  God,  who  difturb  and  an-, 
noy  them,  and  ferve  lying  vanities.  Concerning  them 
it  is  foretold,  Tbey  Jhall  be  trodden  down.  This  ex- 
preflion,  with  the  fimple  comparifon  by  wliich  it  is 
illuftrated,  plainly  intimates,  the  unprofitablenefs  of 
the  people  fpoken  of,  the  great  contempt  with  which 
they  were  to  be  treated,  the  irrefiftible  power  where- 
by they  were  to  b^  fubdued,  and  the  entire  fubje£don 
to  which  they  fhoiild  be  reduced.  Trampling  upon 
enemies  denotes,  their  entire  conquefl  by  thole  who^ 
in  this  manner,  triumph  over  them.  Viftorioue 
princes  were  anciently  accuftomed  to  order  (he  kings, 
and  great  men,  whom  they  had  taken  captive,  to  be 
laid  proftrate  upon  the  ground,  and  to  tread  upoa 
their  bodies,  in  token  of  the  total  conqueft  which 
they  had  obtained.  In  reference  to  this  pradice,  our 
prophet  foretels,  that  the  adverfaries  of  God's  people 
ihall  be  completely  vanquifhed,  and  entirely  routed  i 
in  proof  of  which,  they  fhall  be  trodden  upon ;  not 
accidentally,  as  a  man  trampleth  upon  a  ferpent  that 
is  lying  in  the  way,  but  as  he  treadeth  on  the  ftraw^ 
pf  which  he  hath  the  difpofal.-— — As  the  love  of  Crod 
triumphs  over  the  unworthinefs  of  his  people,  fo  bis 
juftice  (hall  triumph  over  all  the  oppofition  of  their 
enemies,  who,  according  to  his  purpofe,  he  will  make 

his 
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his  footftooL  However  powerful  and  numeraus  their 
foes,  though  they  are  feated  upon  thrones,  and  have 
nations  under  their  command,  they  (hall  certainly  be 
reduced  to  a  very  mean  and  deplorable  condition. 

1 1  And  he  (hall  fpiread  forth  his  hands  in  the 
midft  of  theni,  as  he  that  fwimmeth  fpreadeth 
forth  bis  bands  to  fwim ;  and  he  fliall  bring 
down  their  pride,  together  with  the  fpoils  of 
their  hands. 

There  is  much  obfcurity  in  this  verfe.  The  follow* 
ing  (hort  remarks  will,  I  hope,  throw  fome  light  upon 
it.  Different  opinions  are  entertained  refpeding  the 
agent  here  fpoken  of;  fome  fuppofmg  that  God,  and 
others  that  Moab,  is  intended.  I  have  chofen  the 
former  fenfe,  as  the  Lord  is  the  petfon  of  whom  the 
prophet  fpeaks  in  the  preceding-  verfe,  and  in  the  lat- 
ter claufe  of  the  one  now  before  us ;  though,  I  ac- 
knowledge, I  do  not  well  perceive  the  propriety  of 
the  fimilitude  by  which  the  aftion  is  illuilrated.  As 
be  that  fwimmeth  fpreadeth  ferth  hh  hands  to  fwim : 
extending  his  arms  to  their  full  length,  and  keeping 
them  in  conftant  motion,  he  cuts  the  waters  with  his 
/)ut-ftretcbed  hands,  and  renders  the  refiftance  he 
meets  with  conducive  to  advance  him  toward  the  ob- 
jed  he  hath  in  view.  Thus  the  Lord  God  was  to 
(Iretch  forth  his  hands  upon  the  country  of  Moab,  fo 
as  to  reach  to  the  mod  remote  corners,  that  he  might 
inflict  upon  them  thofe  defolating  judgments  whereby 
their  pride  fliould  be  humbled.  All  the  oppofition 
they  were  to  make  to  thefe  divine  judgments,  was  to 
prove  ineffectual  for  preventing  their  execution. 

And  be  fball  bring  down  their  pride^  &c.     *  We 

*  have  heard  of  the  pride  of  Moab,  of  his  haughti- 

*  nefs,  and  his  pride  *.*  They  were  exceeding  proud, 
^  even  to  a  proverb;  and  extremely  ill^difpofed  toward 

*  Ifaiah  xvi.  6. 

the 


598  LECTURES  ON  THE     Chap.XXV. 

the  people  pf  Judah.  The  prophet  Jeremiah  declares^ 
that  fuch  was  their  intolerable  arrogance,  that  ^  they 
^  magnified  themfeWes  againft  the  Lord*.'  They 
vere  puffed  up  with  a  vain  conceit  of  their  abilities, 
their  riches,  their  ftrength,  and  the  other  advantages 
which  they  pofleiTed.  Indeed,  it  often  happens,  that 
l^ople  who  have,  little  whereof  to  be  vain,  are  the 
moft  proud  an'd  infolent.  This  pride  our  prophet 
foretels,  the  Lord  God  would  bring  down,  and  effec- 
tually humble,  with  the  fpoiU  of  their  hands  i  the 
liches  and  fortreiSes  of  their  country,  and  the  profpe^ 
lity  of  their  kingdom. — r^-Thofe  who  walk  in  pride, 
he  is>  able  to  abafe.  The  pride  of  Moab  was  a  fure 
prefage  of  their  future  downfal.  God  refifteth  the 
poud  V  and,  therefore,  as  faith  the  proverb^  5  The 
^  houfe  of  the  proud  fhall  be  deftroyed  f.'  All  the 
efforts  made  by  perfons  of  this  defcription,  to  ;tggran<< 
dize  theinfelves,  ihall  be  countera£led  \  and,  ere  long, 
they  fhall  be  dotlyed  with  fhame.  The  truth  before 
vs  hath  been  verified  with  refped  to  Moab^  and  in  a 
thoufand  other  inflances.  The  prophecy  w^  Kterally 
fulfilled  by  the  overthrow  of  the  Moabites,  and  it 
ih^U  certainly  be  ^ccomplifhed  iQ  all  tljiofe  ^ho  are 
included  in  this  defignation^ 

1 2  And  the  foftrefs  of  the  high  fort  of  thy 
walls  (hall  he  bring  down,  lay  low,  and  bring 
to  the  ground,  evtn  to  the  dufl^ 

Another  ground  of  the  church's  triumphant  joy  is 
exprefled  in  thefe  words.— -It  is  difficult  to  deter- 
mine, whether  our  prophet  here  fpeaks  of  Hefhbon, 
a  flrong  fortified  city,  that  belonged  to  the  Moabites ; 
or  of  Babylon,  whofe  deflrufiion  he  bad  foretold  in 
verfe  fecond.  After  adducing  a  (Iriking  inflance  of  the 
divine  righteoufnefs,  to  be  difplayed  in  the  overthrow 
of  Moab,  it  feems  not  improbable,  that  he  again  re« 

*  Jcr.  xlviii.  36.  t  Prov.  xv.  25. 
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vert8  to  the  fubje^l  with  which  this  fubllme  ode  com- 
menced ;  and  in  thi$  view  I  confider  the  predictiofL 
In  elegant  poetical  compoTitions,  the  fubjeft  that  is 
treated  is  not  always  exprefsly  mentioned,  but  is 
often  delcribed  by  thofe  attributes,  qualities,  or'  cir- 
cumftances,  from  which  it  may  be  known  what  is  in- 
tended*  Thus  the  royal  poet  begins  his  eighty-feventh 
pfalm :  ^  His  foundation  is  in  the  holy  mountains.* 
Having  meditated  on  the  (Irength,  the  beauty,  and 
glory  of  Jerufalem,  and  imagining  the  thoughts  of 
thofe  whom  he  addrefied  to  have  been  employed  on 
the  fame  theme,  he  breaks  forth  in  this  abrupt  man- 
ner.  Another  inftance  occurs  in  the  firft  verfe  of  the 

following  chapter. And  the  fortrefs  of  the  high  fort 

rfthy  wall.  The  ramparts  and  the  walls  of  BabytoA 
were  of  Aich  great  celebrity,  at  the  time  this  pro- 
phecy was  delivered,  that  Ifaiah  might  fuppofe^  that 
the  language  which  he  employs,  would  point  out, 
with  fufficient  certainty,  the  place  he  intended.  The 
inhabitants  of  Babylon,  therefore,  he  accofts  in  the 
words  before  us,  wherein  he  aflures  them,  of  the 
approaching  defolation  of  all  their  fortifications.——* 
This  prophecy  God  hath  long  Hnce  fulfilled,  by  Da<- 
rius,  the  fon  of  Hyftafpis,  who  divefted  lhat''renown- 
ed  city  of  its  defence  and  glory.  And  the  deftrudipn 
of  literal  Babylon  encourages  us  to  hope,  that  God, 
in  due  time,  will  completely  abolifh  myliical  Babylon, 
which,  in  all  ages,  hath  been  4ioftile  to  the  interefts 
of  the  church.     The  expreffions,  which  are  here  ele- 

Santly  varied,  and  repeated,  when  taken  together, 
rongly  reprefent  the  entire  demolition,  and  utter* 
deftrudion,  of  both  literal  and  figurative  Babylon. 
In  the  overthrow  of  this  lad-mentioned  power,  is 
comprehended  the  total  ruin  of  the  kingdom  of  Sa- 
tan, coniifiing  in  idolatry,  fuperilition,  pride,  tyrao- 
ny,  knd  corruption  of  manners. 

To  conclude,  let  us  joyfully  celebrate  the  mercy 
and  faithfulnefs  of  Jehovah  toward  his  church,  and 
let  us  earneftly  pray  for  the  accomplifhment  of  the 

exceeding 
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exceeding  gteat  and  precious  promifes  contained  in 
this  book.  However  numerous  and  powerful  the 
enemies  of  the  people  of  God,  and  though,  to  human 
view,  they  may  feem  invincible,  yet  they  fliall 
furely  perifli  from  oiF  the  earth.  How  fafe,  how 
happy,  how  honourable,  the  fociety  of  the  church  of 
God,  whom  the  Lord  hath  chofen  for  his  inheritance ; 
for  whom  he  made  the  earth,  and  ftretched  out  the 
heavens ;  for  whofe  redemption  the  blood  of  his  own 
Son  was  (hed ;  for  whofe  confolation  the  holy  Spirit 
is  continually  employed ;  for  whofe  benefit  he  over- 
turns kingdoms  and  empires,  and  fliakes  heaven  and 
earth !  He  hath  given  men  for  them,  and  people  for 
their  life ;  and  he  renders  the  affiadrs  of  nations  fubfer- 
▼ient  for  promoting  their  fafety  and  felicity.  Blefled 
fociety !  happy  people !  whofe  enemies  fhaU  be.  found 
liars;  and  who  (hall  tread  upon  their  high  places: 
who,  after  all  the  kingdoms  of  this  eajcm  are  ex- 
tin£l,  (hall  for  ever  reign  in  life,  and  refound  his 
praifes,  whofe  right-hand  is  become  glorious  in  power, 
whofe  right*hand  hath  dafhed  m  pieces  the  enemy ; 
and,  in  the  greatnefs  of  whofe  excellency,  he  hath 
overthrown  them  that  rofe  up  againft  them. 


PRELIMI- 


PRELIMINARY  OBSERVATIONS. 

IN  the  f(?cond  part  of  this  fublime  fong  of  praifC) 
contained  in  the  chapter  now  before  us,  the  Ken^ 
ants  of  God  gratefully  commemorate  the  divine  mercy 
and  grace,  which  they  had  experienced  under  the 

moft  grievous  afflidions. ^They  proclaim  the  hap-  ^ 

pinefe  cf  their  condition,  and  excite  each  other  to 
place  their  confidence  in  the  God  of  Ifrael,  to  which 
they  were  encouraged  by  the  important  benefits  they 
already  enjoyed.  Beine  moftly  addrefled  to  God,  m, 
the  form  of  a  public  acknowledgment,  th^  righteou& 
nefs  of  his  judgments  is  celebrated,  and  the  happy  e& 
fedts  with  which  they  were  accompanied  are  recount- 
ed. To  all  which,  are  fubjoined  feveral  falutary  ad« 
▼ices  to  the  godly,  in  which  they  are  dire&ed  pru« 
Gently  to  compofe  themfelves,  until  the  divine  indie-  * 
nation  ihould  be  over,  and  God  would  accompUm  * 
their  falvation.— -— This  beautiful  hymn  feems  to 
have  been  fung  by  two  chorufes,  compofed  of  differ* 
ent  perfons,  who  alternately  replied  to  each  other.  It 
begins  with  a  thankful  acknowledgment  of  the  im- 
portant benefits  conferred  upon  the  church,  yer.  i» 
With  gratuladon  and  triumph,  the  gates  of  the  temple 
of  God  are  required  to  be  fet  open  to  the  faithful  ferv- 
ants  of  Jehovah,  who  were  come  out  of  great  tribula^ 
tion,  ver.  2.  The  redeemed  from  among  men, 
next  exprefs  their  faith  and  confidence  in  God,  and  ^ 
invite  their  brethren  to  place  unOiaken  truft  in  his 
power  and  faithfiilnefs,  ver.  3. — 6.  In  the  confeilion 
made  to  God,  refpe^ing  divine  judgments,  their 
caufes,  their  equity,  and  their  effe£b  are  delineated^ 
both  with  regard  to  the  righteous  and  the  wicked* 
ver.  7. — 19.  iTie  conclufion,  which  is  pra&ical,  is 
written  in  the  ftyle  of  a  hiftorian,  and  modelled  into 
the  form  of  an  admonition,  fuited  to  the  occafion, 
ver.  20,  21. 

Vol.  IL  3  E  CHAP. 
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IN  that  day  fhall  this  fong  be  fung  in  the  land 
of  Judah,  We  have  a  ftrong  city,  falvatioii 
will  God  appoint yir  walls  and  bulwarks^ 

The  time  and  the  place  in  which  this  fong  fliould 
be  fung,  ate  particularly  fpecified.— — In  that  dap 
wherein  the  church  of  God,  through  the  divine  fa- 
vour, (hall  have  obtained  deliverance  from  the  great 
diftrefTes  in  which  they  had  been  involved,  this  fub* 
lime  fong  fhall  be  recited  in  the  affemblies  of  the 
faints,  to  exprefs  their  gratitude  to  Jehovah  for  the 
mercies  they  had  received.  This  delightful  eserdfe 
was  to  be  performed  in  the  land  6f  Jtidah^  where  the 
fervants  of  God  refided,  who  confefTed  and  praifed 
his  name.  *  In  Judah  God  was  well  known :  in  Sa- 
^  *  lem  w^s  his  tabernacle,  and  his  dwelling-place  ia 
'  •  Zion*.*  The  tribe  of  Judah  was  remarkable  for 
adhering  to  the  kings  of  the  houfe  of  David,  and 
cleaving  to  the  worfhip  of  the  true  God,  after  the  re- 
volt of  the  other  tribes.  *  When  Ephraim  compared 
^  God  with  lies  and  deceit,  Judah  ruled  whh  his 
/  God,  and  was  faithful  with  his  faints  f.^  The 
church  therefore,  in  the  prophecies  relating  to  the 
New  Teftament,  are  often  fpoken  of  under  this  de- 
fcrip/tion.  Thus  the  prophet  Malachi  foretold,  that, 
after  the  Meffenger  of  the  covenant  would  nuJce  Ins 
appearance,  ^  then  fhall  the  offering  of  Judah  and 

*  Jerufalem  be  pleafant  unto  the  Lord  as  in  the  days 

*  of  old,  as  in  ancient  years  |.'  And,  in  the  words 
under  our  confideration,  the  land  of  Judah  denotes, 
the  country  poffefTed  by  the  pecuKar  people  of  God, 
who  celebrate  his  praifes,  and  rejoice  in  his  falvation. 
Indeed,  this  facred  ode  is  well-fuited  to  the  circum- 

flances  of  the  church  under  the  New  Teflainent, 

> 

f  ttilL  Ixxvi.  I,  2.        t  Hofca  xi.  X2.        |  MaL  tu.  4. 
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who,  with  great  propriety,  may  adopt  it  into  the 
number  of  thofe  fpiritual  fongs  which  they  fing  with 
grace  in  their  hearts  to  the  Lord. 

We  have  a  ftron^  city.  The  church,  joyful  in  the 
deliverances  whicn  God  had  wrought  for  them, 
triumph  in  him  as  their  almighty  Prote&or  and  De« 
fence,  and  contemplate  their  fituation  under  the  beauti- 
ful figure  of  a  ilrong  fortified  city,  proof  againft  the 
attacks  of  every  enemy.  There  is  a  peculiar  elegance 
in  our  prophet,  not  exprelfing  the  name  of  Jehovah  in 
this  period*  He  fuppofes,  that  the  Perfon  of  whom 
he  fpeaks,  is  well  known  by  the  figurative  defcription 
which  he  gives  of  him;  that  the  minds  of  other 
people  were  as  much  occupied  with  thoughts  of  him 
as  bis  own;  and  that  they  were  equally  engaged 
in  meditating  on  the  felicity  they  enjoyed  in  nis  fa- 
vour. In  God,  by  whofe  power  .and  protection  thiey 
enjoy  agreeable  Jecurity  and  perpetual  fafety,  they 
have  a  ftrong  city.    ^  As  the  mountains  are  round 

*  about  Jerufalem,  fo  the  Lord  is  round  about  his 

*  people,  from  henceforth  even  for  ever  *.  ^  He  is 
^  their  ftrong  rock,  for  a  houfe  of  defence  to  fave 
^  them  f .'  To  them  God  is  known  for  a  refuge ; 
and  in  him  they  glory,  as  their  fortrefs  and  deliverer. 
Things  are  faid  to  be  ftrong,  which  have  power  fufS- 
cient  to  perform  whatever  is  required  or  expedied  of 
them,  and  to  fuftain  any  weight  or  preflure  that  is 
laid  upon  them.  Transfer  this  idea  of  ftrength  to  the 
Lord  Jehovah,  who  is  the  dwelling-place  of  his  laiiKs 
in  all  generations.  Ip  him  they  have  ftrength  for  per- 
forming every  fervice  affigned  them,  and  for  endur- 
ing  every  affliction  laid  upon  them,  as  well  as  fafety 
from  every  enemy  and  danger.^-— Let  us  then,  who 
profefs  to  derive  all  felicity  and  confolation  from  con- 
nection with  this  ftrong  city,  live  together  in  unity 
and  peace,  and  in  profound  fubjeCtion  to  the  perfeS 
)aw  of  liberty.    In  this  ftate  of  complete  defence^, 

♦  pfaL  cxxv.  a.  t  Pf*'*  *****  ^• 
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fcnned  by  the  Lord  of  hods,  let  us  triumph  in  his* 
praifeSy  and  glorify  his  name. 

Salvation  will  God  appoint  for  walls  and  bulwarks^ 
It  is  not  affirmed,  that  the  people  of  God  ihall  be  fafe» 
but  that  falvation  itfelf  (hall  be  appointed  fw  walk 
and  bulwarks.  Jefus  Chrift,  who  is  God's  falvation, 
to  the  ends  of  the  earth,  and  the  Author  of  eternal: 
ialvation  to  all  who  obey  him,  may  be  intended  ia 
this  expreflion.  He  gives  to  his  church  all  that  fafety 
which  they  enjoy :  and  fo  completely  defends  th^a 
from  their  enemies,  that  no  weapon  formed  againit 
them  (hall  ever  profper ;  nor  fliall  the  gates  of  hell 
prevail  againft  them.  ^  Violence  (hall  no  more  be 
^  heard  in  thy  land,  wafting  nor  defttudion  wi^hia 
^  thy  borders ;  but  thou  (halt  call  thy  walls  Salvation^ 
^  and  thy  gates  Praife  *.'  Of  the  fame  import  is  tb^; 
promife  made  by  the  prophet  Zechariah :  ^  For  (faitlv 

*  the  Lord)  I  will  be  unto  her  a  wall  of  fire  roun<j^ 

*  about,  and  the  glory  ia  the  midft  of  her  f  .'^ We 

ought,  as  we  are  called  upon  by  the  king  of  Ifrael,  tu 
tell  the  towers  of  Zipn»  and  to  mark  well  her  buls 
warks.  Three  of  them  at  prefent  rife  into  view,  which 
merit  our  attention.     \.  The  watchful  providence  of 
God,  which  is  thus  beautifully  delineated  by  his  ferv^ 
ant  Mofes :  *  The  land  which  ye  go  tp  poflefs^  is  a 
^  land  which  the  Lord  thy  God  careth  for ;.  the  eyes. 
^  of  the  Lord  thy  God  are  always  upon  it,  firom  the 
^  beginning  to  the  end  of  the  year  \.^    2.  Another 
impregnable  bulwark  of  the  church,  are  the  promife^ 
of  God,  by  which  he  exprefles  his  good-will  toward 
them  in  the  ftrongeft  and  moft  comfortable  terms : 
of  thefe,  the  prophet  Samuel  gives  a  delightful  fpeci- 
men :  ^  The  Lord  will  not  forfake  his  people  for  his. 

*  great  name's  fake,  becaufe  it  pleafed  the  Lord  to^ 

*  make  them  hi&  people  jj.'     3.  The  laft  bulwark 
cf  the  church,  which  I  now  mention,  is  the  fpecial 

*  Ifaiah  Ix.  18.  t  Zcch,  ii.  j.  %  Dcat.  xi.  ii* 

H  I  Sam.  xii.  22. 
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prefence  of  the  Almighty,  whi<;b  at  once  illuminates,' 
comforts,  and  defends  them  j  and  difpofes  them  to' 
fay  with  Pavid,  ^  We  v^ill  fear  no  evil  ^  for  thou  art 
•  with  us  •/  How  noble  the  confidence  infpired  by  ^ 
the  contemplation  of  fuch  a  fure  defence,  which  the 
mod  fubtile  apd  powerful  eneinies  can  neither  break 
through,  undermine,  nor  overleap !  If  then  you  think 
that  you  may  fafely  confide  in  it,  as  fufEcient  to  refifl: 
the  attacks  of  your  adverfaries,.  come  and  bring  aU 
that  you  ^aye  y^ithiq,  th^f^;  waU$9  an4  truil  in  tl^en^ 
forever. 

2  Open  ye  the  gates,  that  the  righteous^  n^ 
(ion  which  keepeth  the  truth  may  enter  in^ 

Another  chorus  is  introduced,  demanding  admiC' 
fion  to  the  fiiithful  confeifors  of  the  truth,  who  were 
refcued  from  great  tribulation,  npt  only  into  the 
earthly,  but  intp  the  celeftial  city  and  temple  of  God, 
that  they  might  enjoy  intimate  comniunion  with 

him. U)fen  ye  the  gatex*    The  call  is  addrefled  to 

the  perfons  intruded  with  (hutting  thefe  doors  againd 
the  unworthy,  ^nd  of  opening  them  to  thofe  who 
have  right  to  enter  through  the  gates  into  the  city  ; 
the  watchmen,  who  are  fet  upon  the  walls,  and  at  the 
gates  of  the  city ;  overfeer^,  padors,  and  miniders,  en* 
lightened  by  the  Spirit  of  God,  and  pofleded  of  fpir 
ritual  difcernment,  who  are  acquainted  with  the  cha-i  , 
rafters  and  privileges  of  the  famts  ^  and  the  celedial 
fpirits,  who  dand  at  the  gates  of  the  heavenly  Jerufa- 
lem,  and  minider  to  the  heirs  of  falvation.  To  them 
the  requed  is  direded,  of  granting  accefs  to  the 
righteous  nation,  into  the  earthly  and  heayenly  temple 
of  God.  In  Pfiil.  cxviii.  which  bears  fome  refem- 
blance  to  this  facred  ode,  the  divine  poet  demands 
admiffion  into  the  courts  of  the  Lord's  houfe,  by  the 
gates  of  righteoulhefs,  that  he  might  go  in,  and  praife 

*  PTal.  xxiii.  4. 
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the  Lord.  The  fervants  of  God  under  the  former 
difpenfation,  looked  beyond  things  earthly  and  typU 
cal,  to  thofe  fpiritual  and  heavenly  good  things  which 
they  were  intended  to  reprefenr.  Through  the  gates, 
leading  to  the  temple  of  God  at  Jeruialem,  Pavid 
hw  the  gates  of  righteoufnefs,  whkh  lead  into  the^ 
houfe  of  God,  eternal  in  the  heavens.  It  aiay  not  be 
improper  to  remark,  that  the  Hebrew  word  tranflated 
righteotifnejs^  alfo  lignifies  truth.  The  words  rendered 
th^  Sun  of  righteoi^dBiefe,  with  equal  propriety,  denote 
the  Sun  of  truth,  or  trvie  Sun :  in  like  manneir,  the 
gate$  of  righteoufnefs,  ^re  the  gates  of  truth,  or  the 
true  gates ;  the  facrifices  of  righteoufgtefs,  are  the  fa-i 
criiices  of  truth,  or  the  true  iacrifices,  which  receive 
the  divine  approbation  and  acceptance.  *  The  gatea 
which,  I  fuppofe,  werq  chiefly  intended  here,  were  th^ 
true  gates,  which  lead  ii^to  the  heavenly  Jerufalem, 
the  city  of  the  living  God ;  though  thofe  which  were 
typical  might  be  likewife  included.  To  open  thefe 
gates,  is  to  give  admiffion  to  the  citizens  of  Zion  that 
is  above,  into  the  prefence  of  God,  that  they  may  en- 
joy delijghtful  communion  with  him,  and  i&  the  in-, 
eftimable  privileges  to  which  they  are  exalted^ 

That  the  righteous  nation  y;hich  keepeth  the  truth, 
7uay  enter  in.  The  confeflbrs  of  the  truth,  who  had 
come  out  of  great  tribulation,  are  defcribed  by  twa 
charafters  intimately  connected  with  one  another—. 
The  righteous  nation,  or,  as  they  are  elfe where  call^. 
ed,  the  generation  and  the  congregation  of  the  righ- 
teous. They  are  a  nation^  in  as  much  as  they  are  s^ 
numerous  people,  who  live  in  dutiAil  fubje£kioB  ta. 
the  Prince  of  the  kings  of  the  earth,  who  participate 
in  the  glorious  prerogatives  belonging  to  the  kingdom 
of  God,  and  are  governed  by  his  perfedt  law  of  liberty* 
They  are  a  righteous  nation,  having  received  abuik- 
dance  of  the  gift  of  righteoufnefs ;  and,  having  tbeiir 
hearts  purified  by  faith,  they  are  admitted  inta  thq 
divine  favour,  and  bring  forth*  the  fruits  of  righteouf- 
ne/s,  to  the  glory  and  praife  of  Qod.<!-T — Which  keep^, 

eth 
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etb  the  truth.  By  the  truth,  feems  to  be  meant  the 
wordjof  God,  whereby  the  church  is  fandiiied ;  em« 
phatically  flyled,  the  Truth,  both  in  the  Old  and 
New  Teftaments.  It  comprehends  the  true  and  faith- 
ful (ayings  of  God ;  his  divine  law,  with  all  the  pro- 
Inifes  and  threatenings  annexed  to  it,  which  are 
worthy  of  the  mod  undoubted  credit,  and  may  be 
firmly  relied  on.  '  An  ingenious  writer  remarks, 
that  ^*  Sceptics  may  wrangle,  and  mockers  may  blaf- 
'^  pheme  t  but  the  pious  man  knows,  by  evidence  tod 
'^  fublime  for  their  comprehenfion,  that  his  affedions 
^  are  not  mifplaced,  and  that  his  hopes  (hall  not  be 
*'  difappointedy  by  evidence  which,  to  every  found 
**  mind,  is  fully  fatisfaftory ;  but  which,  to  the 
*^  hilmble  and  tender-hearted,  is  altogether  everlafl:- 
**  ing,  irrefiftible,  and  divuie  *."— -^ — This  facred  truth 
they  keep  as  a  folemn  charge  committed  to  their 
tnift }  they  lay  it  up  in  their  hearts,  they  revolve  it 
in  their  minds,  they  embrace  it  with  their  affe£tions, 
they  obferve  it  as  the  unerring  rule  of  their  condufb, 
and  keep  it  with  their  whole  hearts,  even  unto  the 
end.     '  Here  are  they  that  keep  the  commandments 

*  of  God,  and  the  faixh  of  Jefus  f  .* Such  is  the 

*  righteous  nation  that  keepeth  the  truth,  to  ^  whom 
'  the  gates  of  righteoufnefs  are  opened.  Serioufly 
confider,  my  brethren,  if  you  belong  to  this  happy 
fociety*  Do  you  love  righteoufnefs,  anid  do  you  fol- 
low after  it  ?  Do  you  know  and  believe,  do  you  love 
and  obey  the  truth  ?  Do  you  delight  in  the  hw  of  the 
Lord,  after  the  inner  man ;  and  keep  his  ftatutes  and 
judgments,  and  do  them  ?  Inquiries  of  this  fort,  urged 
upon  the  confcience,  at  proper  feafons,  may  prove  ufe- 
ful,  through  the  divine  bleffing,  to  bring  you  acquaint- 
ed with  your  fpiritual  condition,  and  to  enable  you  to 
afcertain  your  right  of  being  admitted  into  the  pre- 
fence  and  glory  of  God.  Summon  yourfelves  to  ap- 
pear before  the  tribunal  of  your  own  confciences: 

*  fieattie  •&  Trqlhj^  part  i.  chap.  if.         f  Rev.  xiv.  i2. 

attend 
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attend  to  the  evidences  peculiar  to  thofe  who  belong 
to  the  righteous  nation,  laid  before  you  in  fcri|jture : 
carefully  compare  yourfelves  with  them;  and  exa- 
mine into  your  own  ftate  by  the  proofs  which  are  there 
addilced,  and  from  thence  judge  of  vour  real  charac-^ 
ten  By  the  right  performance  of  this  duty,  you  may 
be  delivered  from  perplexing  fears  t  you  may  become 
lively  and  a£dve  in  your  Mafter^s  work ;  and  be  diC> 
pofed  to  wait,  with  hope  and  patience,  for  the  crown 
of  righteoufnefs,  that  fadeth  not  away. 

3  Thou  wilt  keep  him  in  perfeA  peace^  ^wbofi: 
mind  //  ftayed  on  thee :  becaufe  he  trufteth  in 
thee. 

In  thefe  words,  addrefliid  to  the  Lord  Jehovah,  the 
church  exprefifeth  their  confidence  in  him,  and  the 
lively  hope  they  entertained,  of  experiencing  the  fe* 
renity  and  confolation  refulting  from  unfhaken  truft 
in  his  power  and  faithftilnefs.-^— To  (lay,  is  to  wait 
with  fixed  well-fupported  expedatbn;  to  maintain 
entire  conftant  def}endence  upon  him  on  whom  we 
rely,  as  fully  fufficient  to  fuftain  our  hopes,  and  gra* 
tify  our  defires,  The  mind  is  ftayed  upon  Gk)d,  when, 
after  various  agitations,  it  returns  to  him  as  its  quiet 
reft,  firmly  depending  upon  his  all-fufficiency,  for 
every  needful  promifed  blefling.  This  is  the  happy  at- 
tainment of  the  man  that  feareth  the  Lord,  and  ddiight- 
eth  greatly  in  his  commandments  :  ^  He  fhall  not  be 
^  afraid  of  evil  tidings :  his  heart  is  fixed,  trufting  in 
^  the  Lord.  •  His  heart  is  eftablifhed,  he  (hall  not  be 
'  afraid  */  This  is  what  the  apoftle  Pkul  emphati- 
cally calls,  ^  being  rooted  and  built  up  in  Chrift,  and 
*  the  ftedfaClnefs  of  faith  in  Chrift  f.'  Of  this  ftibi- 
Uty,  he  elfewbere  adduces  the  patriarch  Abraham,  as 
a  ren>arkable  inftance :  ^  He  ftaggered  not  at  the  pro- 
^  mife  of  God  through  unbelief;  bat  was  ftrong  in 


*  Pfal.  cxii.  7t  8.  •(•  CoL  iL  5.  7. 
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*  faith,  giving  glofy  to  God :  and  being  fully  per- 
'  fuaded,  that  what  he  had  promifed,  he  was  able  alfo 

*  to  perform*.'  llie  Father  of  the  faithfiil  well 
knew,  that  with  God  all  things  are  poffible :  that  his 
verjuuty  was  pledged  for  the  accoi^lifhment  of  his 
promiies ;  and^  therefore,  he  was  not  difcouraged  by 
the  difficalties  which  lay  in  the  way  of  their  fulfil* 
ment.  His  mind  was  ftaid  upon  God.— "-—That  we 
may  enjoy  this  precious  bleffing,  this  happy  temper, 
let  us  frequently  and  carefully  review  the  fure  grounds 
upon  which  truft  in  God  is  founded,  and  endeavour 
clearly  to  perceive  how  adequate  they  are  to  fupport 
our  moft  enlarged  expedations.— — He  whofe  mind 
is  thus  ftaid  upon  God, 

Tdma  wilt  keep  him  in  perfeSl  peace.  Peace  may 
here  denote,  that  undifturbed  tranquillity  of  mind, 
which  arifes  from  the  enjoyment  of  the  prote&ion  of 
divine  providence,  the  gracious  prefence  and  enrich- 
ing bldSng  of  God,  y^ith  the  abundant  confolations 
of  the  holy  Spirit,  This  peace  is  dignified  with  the 
charaderiftic  of  perfed,  to  exprefs  it$  incomparable 
excellence,  its  happy  influence,  and  endlefs  perpe- 
tuity. It  is  the  fruit  of  that  complete  righteoufnefs, 
which  is  emphatically  ftyled,  the  righteoufnefs  of 
God :  it  preferves  its  pofleflbrs  compoted  and  fereiie, 
anudft  the  greateft  ftorms  with  which  they  may  be 
aifaulted.  The  tribulations  of  this  world,  the  tempta- 
tions of  Satan,  cannot  deprive  them  of  this  inefti- 
mable  treafure.  ^  In  me,'  faith  Jefus  Chrift  to  his 
difciples,  *  ye  Ihall  have  peace.'— — In  the  Hebrew 
text,  the, word  peace  is  twice  repeated,  as  you  fee  in 
the  margin  of  fome  Bibles;  Peace  is  a  ple^fant  word, 
a  defirable  bleffing;  and,  therefore,  our  prophet 
with  pleafure  repeated*  it.  By  this  repetition,  he  in- 
timates the  certainty,  the  excellence,  and  abundance 
of  this  precious  bleffing,  with  which  they  are  Savour- 
ed, whofe  minds  are  ilaid  upon  God }  or,  he  ex- 

*  Rom«  i?.  20}  211 
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prefles  the  internal  tranqailUty  which  they  flibald  ex- 
perience, in  confequence  of  peace  with  God  and  itiot 
own  contciences,  the  external  freedom  from  every 
difturixmce  which  they  flioold  enjoy,  fo  far  as  con- 

iiftent  with  the  purpde  and  glory  of  God. The 

reafon  is  fubjoined  in  the  following  words :  Beatufi 
he  Iru/ietb  in  thee.  The  love  and  compaffion  of  Crod 
will  not  fttflfer  thofe  who  confide  in  his  mercy,  power, 
and  veracity,  to  continue  in  difqoietude  aind  per^ 
fllexity,  but  will  confer  upon  them  the  peace  and  Joy 
of  hts  falvatiim.  He  hath  pronc^nced  them  blefl(ed, 
that  truft  hi  him ;  and,  therefore,  they  fliatl  be  blefled* 
By  his  fiiithful  promife,  he  ftands  engaged  to  prefierve 
them  in  the  poileffion  of  holy  fercnity  of  mind  %  and 
he  will  not  fuffer  his  faithfulnefs  to  fail.  ^  feauce* 
faith  he,  ^  I  leave  vrith  you  i  my  peace  I  give  unto 

*  you ;  not  as  the  world  giveth,  give  i  unto  yoti  */ 
The  Son  of  God  will  not  dol  unjuftty  and  dec^tfully 
with  you,  who  are  his  difciples,  as  the  world  often 
does :  nor  are  the  rich  donations  hebeftows  upon  you, 
held  by  the  uncertain  tenure  that  you  hold  the  gifts 
which  you  receive  from  the  men  of  the  world.  Truft 
in  God,  and  love  his  law ;  and  you  (hall  have  great 
peace :  you  (hall  have  both  external  and  internal  tran- 
quillity. ^  The  peace  of  God  that  pafieth  all  under- 
^  ftanding,  ihall  Keep  your  hearts  and  minds  through 
^  Chrift  Jefusf.  The  God  of  peace  fill  yoo  with  aU 
^  toy  and  peace  in  believing,  that  ye  may  abound  in 

*  hope,  through  the  power  of  the  Holy  Ghoft  {/ 
Whatever  may  be  your  external  circunmances,  be 
aflureci,  diat  they  that  truft  in  the  Lord  (hall  be  iafe. 

4  Trufl  ye  in  the  Lord  for  ever :  for  in  the 
Lord  JEHOVAH  is  everlafting  flrength. 

Mankind,  in  their  prefent  flate,  are  truly  indigent 
^and  helplefs.    We  feel  innumerable  wants  that  we 

•  John  xk.  27.         f  Philip.  !»•  7.         %  Rom.  xv.  13. 

are 
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art  unable  to  fupply,  which,  however,  muft  be  re* 

lieved,  to  render  our  circumftances  happy  and  com* 

fortable.    We  ourfelves,  with  every  thing  around  us^ 

are  precarious  and  uncertain*    All  our  expe£tationa 

from  the  creatures  may  fail,  and  be  difappointed ;  or 

our  capacity  for  enjoyirig  the  bleffings  of  providence 

may  be  fiiddenly  loft,  by  a  thoufand  accidents  that  we 

can  neither  fordee  nor  prevent.   In  a  moral  view,  we 

«re  dill  more  indigent  and  dependent.    Being  tranC^ 

greflfctrs  ag^unft  God,  we  need  mercy,  to  pardon  our 

many  aggravated  iniquities;   and  grace,  to  fubdue 

our  powerftil  corrupt  paflions,  to  heal  our  .difeafed 

mtures,  and  to  fumifli  us  for  every  good,  work.   We 

are  foolithy  and  void  c^  underftanding ;  and  require 

inftru&ion,  to  make  us  wife  unto  falvation :  we  are 

liable  to  death  and  deftru&ion,  and  cannot  fecure 

ourfdves  from  them  for  one  day ;  and  therefore  we 

wed  deliverance  from  the  fear  of  death,  and  the 

dreadful  confequoKes  of  diffi)lation.    It  ia  evident 

then  to  a  demondration,  that  the  gracicMiS  interpofi* 

tion  of  Jehovah  is  abfolutely  requifite,  not  only  to  de* 

fend  us  from  evil,  but  to  render  our  condition  per^ 

manent  and  comfortablie.     In  fuch  circumftances^ 

ccmvinced  of  our  own  weaknefs  and  infufficiency,  we 

ought  to  commit  ourfelves  unto  God,  who  encou* 

rageth  us  to.  place  our  confidence  in  his  mercy, 

power,  and  fidthfukiefs.    The  praftice  of  this  much- 

neglefbed  duty,,  is  frequently  inculcated  in  the  fcrip* 

tures,  by.  the  mofl  powerful  mptives,  and  animating 

profpeds.    I9  this  fublime  ibng,  the  chorus  of  the* 

redeemed,  when  celebrating  the  praifes  of  God,  on 

account  of  the  feafonable  fupport  they  had  received 

in  time  of  afflidUon,  and  the  happy  ftate  to.  which 

they  were  advanced,  warmly  invite  all  who  hear  their 

voice,  to  trufl:  in  Jehovah.    The  father^  wha  had  ex*- 

perienced  the*  divine  mercy,  call  upon  their  children^ 

after  their  example,  to  place  their  confidence  in  the 

Almighty ;  the  priefts  and  paftors  of  the  people  per^ 

fiiade  thofe  of  whom  they  have  the  infpe£tion,  to  put* 

theiii 
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their  truft  in  the  Lord ;  whilft  the  faithful  of  every 
'  defcription,  who  had  difcovered  the  ommpotent  arm 
of  Jehovah  exerted  for  their  defence,  ^pouvage  pne 
another, to  place  their  hope  in  God. 

Tnifi  ye  in  the  Lord.     To  truft  in  the  Lord,  is^ 
through  the  influence  of  his  Spirit,  and  the  mediation 
of  his  Son,  in  the  diligent  ufe  of  appointed  means,  to 
repofe  confidence  in  the  Almighty,  for  direction  in 
the  way  of  life,  for  afliftance  in  performing  duty,  fos 
protection  from  evil,  for  fupport  under  afiiiCUon,  pro* 
vifion  in  time  of  need,  and  the  enjoyment  of  eternak 
£Uvation.    It  is  firmly  to  rely  on  him  in  every  condit 
tion,  even  the  mod  adverfe,  for  fafety  in  danger,  foe 
the  fupply  of  our  neceffittes,  for  ihe  removal  of  evit« 
the  bellowing  of  what  is  good,  and  for  fafe  condud,^ 
through  all  difficulties,  to  his  heavenly  kingdom.    It 
is  to  intruft  all  our  concerns,  temporal  and  fpiritual^ 
into  bis  blefled  hands ;  and  to  refer  all  our  tntierefts 
wholly  to  his  difpofal,  who  is  able  to  keep  the  good 
thing  that  we  commh  to  his-  care.    It  is  tacaft  our 
burden  upon  the  Lord,  who  alone  caa  fuftain  it ;  to 
run  to  him  as  our  ftrong  tower,  that  we  may  \^  iafe  ^ 
to  caft  all  our  care  upon  him,  that  ^aretb  fot  us }  to 
refort  to  him  as  out  dwelling-place,  and  to  abide  un- 
der the  fliadow  of  his  wings :  laying  of  the  Lord,  He 
is  our  refuge,  and  our  fortrefs ;  our  God,  in  whom 
we  will  truft.    Hence  it  appears  to  be  compofed  of 
the  combined  lively  exercife  of  faith  and  hope,  dif- 
playing  their  proper  influence  upon  the  temper  and 
condud.   This  facred  confidence  in  God,  ftre^gthens 
the  mind  ^gainft  every  opppfition,  fortifier  it  againft 
every  danger,  and  enables  it  nobly  to  furmount  every 
difcouragement.    It  places  a  continual  guard  upon 
the  heart ;  it  fills  the  foul  with  ferenity  and  peace ;  it 
repels  the  attacks  of  enemies ;  it  preferves  from  anxi- 
ous folicitude,  as  to  futurity ;  it  alleviates  the  weight 
of  afflidions ;  and  renders  thofe  who  live  under  its 
influence,  cautious  and  circumfpeA  in  the  whole  of 
their  condufl.    It  is  a  fovereign  remedy  for  every 

diftrefs; 
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^iftrefs ;  it  divells  temptation  of  its  force ;  it  gives 
ftrengtb,  under  a  confcious  fenfe  of  weaknefs ;  and 
teaches  to  glory  in  infirmities,  if  fo  be  the  power  of 
Chrift  may  reft  upon  us.  It  renders  temporal  bene« 
fits  fufEcient  to  ^ccomplifli  the  purpofes  for  which 
they  were  intended ;  and  brings  fufficic^cy  from  God, 
to  thofe  vyho,  in  themfelves,  are  infufficient  for  any 
good  thing.  In  few  words,  by  trufting  in  God,  we 
give  l^im  the  glory  due  to  his  name,  and  derive  from 
him  the  moft  fuhftantial  advaqtages^r-therefore  doth 
he  frequently  inculcate  upon  us, 

Trujlye  m  tie  Lartk^  Jehovah  ought  to  be  the  fote 
objeft  of  our  CKUiQdence.  Better  it  is  to  truft  in  God 
than  to  put  confidence  in  princes,  in  the  grea^eft  and 
beft  of  men.  Some  perfons  there  may  be,  the  (ince- 
rity  of  whofe  friendfhip  we  have  no  reafon  to  fufpe£t : 
their  difpoiitions  toward  us,  hqwever,  may  foon  alter; 
and,  though  their  friendlhip  fliou^d  be  continued,  they 
may  not  havc^  the  ability  to  do  us  good,  which  they 
fondly  wiih  to  poflefs ;  and  notwithftanding  they  have 
both  mcUnation  and  ability  to  (hew  us  kindnefs,  they 
may  be  fnatch^d  aws^y  at  the  very  time  we  mofl: 
need  their  ^fliftance*  Ceafe,  therefore,  from  man, 
whofe  breath  is  in  his  noftrils ;  and  truft  in  the  living 
God,  who  giveth  us  all  things  richly  to  enjoy. 
Nor  may  we  confide  in  worldly  advantages,  which 
are  all  fluduating  and  uncertain,  and  cannot  aiford 
any  permanent  ground  whereon  to  reft  our  depend- 
ence. Some  truft  in  chariots,  and  fome  in  horfes ; 
fome  truft  in  their  bow,  and  their  Tword ;  fome  in 
thdr  fortreifes,  and  armies ;  fome  truft  in  their  wealth, 
and  boaft  themfelves  in  the  multitude  of  their  riches. 
All  thefe  are  only  frail  props,  that  are  infuf&cient  to 
fupport  thofe  who  are  fo  foolifh  33  to  rely  upon  them. 
Remember  ye  the  name  of  the  Lord  our  God :  truft 

in  his  mercy  for  ever,  and  not  in  lying  vanities. 

Nor; yet  may  we  truft  in  ourfelves;  in  our  natural 
endowments,*  our  acquired  accompliftiments,  our  mo« 
ral  qualifications,  our  church-privileges,  or  our  reli- 
gious 
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sious  performances.  Neither  birth  nor  beauty, 
ftrength  nor  learning,  ndther  prudence  nor  friends, 
nor  even  good  condn^  ar^  proper  grounds  whereon 
to  phce  our  confidence.  Being  in  themfehres  ex« 
tremely  precarious,  they  are  unworthy  to  be  a&> 
counted  the  bafi$  of  hope  and  r^ li^cc*  9ew^e  the« 
of  trufting  in  any  of  thefe  thmgs^ 

Confide  in  the  glorious  pme£iions  of  Jehovali. 
Rely  on  his  almighty  power,  who  ftretched  out  the 
heavens  as  a  curtain,  and  laid  the  foundations  of  the 
earth.  He  is  the  ftrong  and  mighty  God,  for  whom 
nothing  is  impoffible,  ^nd  who  is  able  to.  do.  exceed- 
ing abundantly  above  all  that  we  can  a&  or  think*. 
Our  neceflities  are  ms^y  and  great ;  our  requefts, 
however,  may  exceed  them  muchs^  thoi;^h  we  aik 
great  things,  yet  our  thoughts  may  be  firetched  be-^ 
yond  our  prayers  j  but  the  power  of  God  f^  tran« 
fcends  them  all,  and  can  more  thai^  gratify  our  moft 
enlarged  defires,  and  fuftain  infinitely  greater  weight 
than  we  can  lay  upon  it.  On  this  immoveable  fouiuia- 
uon,  build  all  your  confidence;  and  then,  though, 
the  winds  blow,  and  the  rain  defcend,  and  die  ftorm 

beat,  you  (hall  not  be  moved -Depend  on  his  eon* 

fummate  goodnefs,  of  which  the  moft  amiable  cepre- 
fentations  are  every  where*  given  in  the  word  of  God, 
fuited  to  convey  relief  to  indigent  fmful  creatures. 

*  The  Lord  is  good  unto  all,  and  his  tender  mercies 
^  are  oyer  all  his  works.    Tlie  Lord  is  good,  and  a 

*  ftrong  hold  in  the  day  of  trouble :  he  is  good  to, 
'  the  foul  that  feek^h  him,  and  to  them  that  hope  in 

*  his  mercy.*  Do  not  the  folemii  decbupations  of  his, 
mercy  and  grace,  the  exceeding  great  and  precious 
promifes  of  the  gofpel,  and,  above  all,  the  miiBon  of 
his  only  begotten  Son  into  this  world,  to  be  the  pro* 
pitiation  for  our  fins ;  and  the  gift  of  the  holy  Spirit, 
to  be  the  Comforter ;  evince,  in  the  ftrongeft  manner 
poifible,  the  exuberant  riches  of  that  goodnefs  on 
which  we  ought  to  found  our  hopes.  It  were  eafy  to 
fwell  this  article  by  a  large  indu^ion  of  particulars : 

but 
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but  I  muft  not  ftay  at  prefent,  to  fpeak  of  the  other 
divme  excellencies  of  Jehovah,  on  which  we  ought 
to  place  an  unfliaken  confidence.  Thofe  now  men* 
doned,  may  fuffice  as  a  fpecimen  of  his  all-fufficiency^ 
to  fupport  and  relieve  thofe  who  truft  in  him. 

Rely  on  his  kind  providence.  Every  thing,  in  thi# 
prefent  ftate,  is  fubje&  to  uncertainty  and  change,  and 
therefore  cannot  with  lafety  be  depended  upon.  ln<- 
deed,  there  is  not  a  furer  way  to  difappointment  and 
vexation,  than  to  form  large  expedfations  from  the 
enjoyment  of  worldly  poiTeffions,  and  to  promife  our- 
fdves  their  continuance  with  us.  The  heft  concerted 
fchemes,  the  faiireft  profpeds,  are  often  blafted,  when 
they  were  expeded  to  eive  the  hicrheft  fatisfadion. 
Profperity  fr^aently  iLves  men,  at  the  very  time 
they  entertauned  the  moil  pleafing  hopes  of  its  conti- 
nuance. This  uncertainty  of  all  earthly  things,  which 
renders  them  unworthy  of  confidence,  is  reprefented 
in  fcripture  by  a  variety  of  ftrong  affefting  defcrip- 
tions,  that  you  would  do  well  attentively  to  con- 
fider.  Rely  then  on  the  providence  of  God,  which ' 
fuftaios  all.  the  creatures  in  exiftence,  which  fuperin- 
tends  all  the  affiurs  of  mankind,  and  extends  its  pecu- 
liar infpe£tion  and  care  to  the  upright  among  men. 
His  kind  attention  is  more  efpecially  fixed  upon  his 
faithful  fervants,  as  we  learn  from  many  pafiages  in 
the  record  of  God.    ^  The  eyes  of  the  Lord  run  to 

*  and  fro  throughout  the  whole  earth,  to  fhew  him- 

*  felf  ftrong  in  behalf  of  them,  whofe  heart  is  perfefl 

*  toward  him  *.  The  eyes  of  the  Lord  are  upon  them 
^  that  fear  him :  upon  them  that  hope  in  his  mercy  f . 

*  The  fteps  of  a  good  man  are  ordered  by  the  Lord ; 

*  and  he  delighteth  in  his  way^/  In  every  condi- 
tion, then>  commit  yourfelves,  with  all  your  con- 
cerns, to  his  dire&ion  and  protedion,  who  preferveth 
and  provideth  for  all  his  creatures,  and  who  alloweth 
not  thofe  that  trufl  in  him  to  lack  any  good  thing. 

*  2  ChroD.  xvi.  9.     t  Pfsl.  xxxiii.  18.     %  Pfal.  xxxvii.  23. 

v.  Let 
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Let  every  e&terp|ife  in  which  you  engage,  be  begun, 
carried  on,  and  ended,  in  humble  dependence  on  his 
providence  and  blei&ng* 

Depend  upon  his  faithful  promifes*  God  hath  been 
gracioufly  pleafed,  not  only  to  give  us  command- 
ments, to  point  out  our  duty ;  but  he  hath  alfo  given 
us  promifes  of  iiieftimable  bleiEngs,  fuited  to  our  cir- 
cumftances  and  neceffities.  To  encourage  us  firmly 
to  rely  upon  them,  he  hath  engrofled  them  in  his 
teftimony,  which  cannot  be  broken*  To  give  us  the 
mod  inviolable  fecurity  for  their  fulfilment,  and  to 
convey  the  ftrongeft  confolation,  he  hath  confirmed 
them  by  his  fplemn  oath :  and  becaufe  he  could  fwear 
by  no  greater,  he  fware  by  himfelf,  that,  bv  his  oath^ 
he  might  put  an  end  to  all  ftrife,  in  the  mmds  pf  the 
heirs  of.  promife..  Having  entered  them  in  his  ever* 
lading  covenant,  which  is  well  ordered  in  all  things, 
and  lure,  it  is  impoffible  that  they  can  be  either  al« 
tered  or^  difannuUed.  ^  For  the  mountains  *  ffaall  de^ 
^  part,  and  the  hills  be  removed,  but  mv  kindnds 

*  (hall  not  depart  from  thee,  neither  fhall.  the  cove* 
^  nant  of  my  peace  be  removed,  faith  the  Lord;  that 

*  hath  mercy  on  thee,*.'  Heaven  and  earth  fhall  pafs 
away ;  but  his  word  (hall  in  nowife  pafs  away,  until 
all  be  fulfilled.  His  jpeople  therefore,  in  all  ages, 
have  happily  experienced  his  inviolable  truth  and 
faithfulnefs ;  who,  according  to  his  promife,  hath 
given  them  all  things  pertaining  to  lifeand  godlinels. 
Truft  then,  with  unfufpeding  confidence,  in  the  un- 
changeable veracity  of  God,  pledged  for  the  accom- 
plifliment  of  his  promifes  in  due  f(^on.    ^  God  is  not 

*  a  man,  that  he  (hould  lie,  neither  the  fon  of  man, 
^  that  he  (hould  repent:  hath  he  faid,  and  (hall he 

*  not  do  it  ?  or  hath  he  fpoken,  and  (haU  he  not 

*  make  it  good  f  ?' 

Truft  ye  in  the  Lord  for  ever.    There  are  fome 
duties  incumbent  upon  us  at  one  time,  which  would 

*  Ifaiah  tir.  lo.  f  Numb.  uiii.  19: 

be 
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be  very  improper  at  another.  To  vor(hip  God,  is 
indifpenfably  requifite  at  particular  feafons,  though 
not  on  all  occaiions ;  whereas  truft  in  the  Lord,  is 
required  at  all  times.  Hence  the  invitation  runs 
thus :  ^  Truft  in  him  at  all  times,  ye  people  *.'  This 
fpirituai  exercife  is  fuited  to  every  ftate,  though  more 
efpecially  necei&ry  in  fome  circumftances  wherein 
we  are  placed.  Particularly,  In  profperity,  when  the 
candle  of  the  Lord  ihineth  upoii  our  heads,  and  by 
his  light  we  walk  through  darknefs.  Then  ought 
we  to  truft  in  the  Lord,  that  he  will  guard  us  againfl: 
the  temptations  to  which  affluence  may  expofe,  that 
he  will  preferve  us  from  placing  our  happinefs  in 
worldly  pofTeifions,  that  he  will  difpofe  us  to  be  fober 
and  cheerful  in  ufing  the  benefits  he  beftows,  and 
teach  us  to  confider  them  as  motives  to  patient  cohti* 
nuance  in  well-dping — that  he  will  enable  us  to  che- 
riih  thofe  difpofitions,  and  to  follow  that  line  of  con- 
dtt£k,  by  which  we  may  adorn  the  doctrines  of  God 
our  Saviour. — ^In  adverfity,  when  deprived  of  the 
comforts  we  enjoyed,  and  diftrefied  with  affli£tions  of 
various  kinds,  we  ought  to  truft  in  the  Lord,  that  he 
will  enable  us  aright  to  confider  the  fources  from 
whence  they  proceed ;  and  to  fuftain  them  with  be- 
coming humility,  patience,  refignation,  and  fortitude  ; 
and  make  all  our  prefent,  light,  and  momentary  af- 
flictions to  work  for  us  a  far  more  exceeding  and  an 
eternal  weight  of  glory.-— —Amidft  all  our  perplexi- 
ties, when  diftraded  with  doubts  and  difficulties,  let  us 
truft  in  the  Lord,  that  he  will  fend  forth  his  light  and 
truth  to  be  our  guides ;  that  he  will  make  light  to  arife 
in  darknefs ;  that  he  will  teach  us  the  way  that  we 
ihould  choofe ;  and,*  by  his  good  Spirit,  condud  us 

to  the  land  of  uprightnefs. In  every  ftage  of  life, 

when  furrounded  with  dangers,  and  even  in  its  con- 
cluding fcenes,  when  death  approaches,  let  us  cherifh 
the  pl^mg  hope,  that  God  will  be  ever  at  our  right 

♦  Pfal.  Ixii.  8. 
Vol.  IL  ^  G  hand, 
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hand,  and  that  he  will  encompafs  us  with  his  (a« 
Tour  as  with  a  (hield ;.  determined,  with  God's  fenr* 
ant  Job,  that,  though  he  flay  us,  yet  we  will  tnift 
in  htnu  In  this  manner,  truft  in  the  Lord  for  ever^ — 
To  recommend  the  practice  of  this  important  duty,  a 
very  powerful  argument  is  fubjoined  in  the  latter  part 
of  the  rerfe,  which  I  proceed  to  illiiftrate. 

For  in  the  Lord  Jehovah  is  everlafting  Jlrenpb^  or, 
according  to  the  marginal  tranflation,  ^  the  rock  of 
^  ages/  The  prophet  doth  not  (imply  write,  the 
Lord  is  the  rock  of  ages,  but  he  prefnces  a  prepofi- 
tion  to  the  name  Jehovah,  .which  he  ufed  in  the 
firft  part  of  the  verfe.  In  this  peculiar  form,  the  ez- 
preffion  refembles  that  ufed  by  Hofea,  where  God 
£uth,  *  In  me  is  thine  ^elp  * ;'  and  not,  I  am  thy 
help.  A  learned  commentator  f  obferves,  that  the 
names  here  given  to  the  Mod  High,  are  efpecially  ap« 
plied  to  him,  when  he  is  fpoken  of  as  the  Saviour  of 
his  people,  who  hath  given  ibme  eminent  difplay  of 
his  erace  and  power  tor  their  deliverance ;  in  proof 
of  which,  he  refers  to  Exod.  xv.  2.  and  PlaL  cxviii.  5* 
Thefe  names  fignificantly  ezprefs  his  dominion, 
power,  and  righteoufnefs,  united  with  the  moft  ami« 
able  condefcenfion  and  grace,  which  are  always  il* 
luftrioufly  manifefted  in  the  falvation  of  his  people. 
Hence  we  may  conclude,  that  this  glorious  title  juftly 
belongs  to  the  Son  of  God;  the  mighty  One,  on 
whom  our  help  is  laid ;  the  true  Meffiab,  the  Meflen- 
ger,  in  whom  is  the  name  Jehovah,  the  Author  of  all 
the  temporal  and  eternal  (alvations  enjoyed  by  the 
church  of  God. 

He  is  the  rofk  of  ages  ;  a  firm,  durable,  and  im- 
moveable rock,  not  made  whh '  hands  \  that  cannot 
be  injured  without  the  moft  imminen^  danger,  and 
which  affords  proteftion  and  defence  to  thofe  that 
flee  to  it.  This  figurative  defcription  reminds  us  of 
his  eternity,  immutability,  and  power,  (hewn  in  the 

*  Hofca  xiii.  9.  f  Vitringa  in  loc. 

defence 


Veii.4*       prophecies  of  ISAIAH.  419 

defence  of  his  people ;  and  is  frequently  applied  to 
him  in  thofe  beautiful  odes,  in  which  the  high  praifes 
of  our  Redeemer  is  celebrated  by  the  iaints.  Mofes, 
Hannah,  and  David,  all  ufe  this  noble  metaphpr  in 

their  fongs  *. ^Jehovah  is  the  rock  of  ages ;  the 

dwelling-place  of  his  people  in  all  generations, 
wherein  they  have  found  agreeable  protedion  from 
ftorms  and  enemies,  enjoyed  facred  repofe  and  tran- 
quillity, and  been  furniflied  with  the  mod  important 
bleflings  and  reviving  confolations.  From  his  glori- 
ous alUfufficiency,  they  derive  plentiful  fupplies  of 
every  thing  neceifary  to  their  real  felicity.  This  hath 
been  the  high  privilege  of  the  upright  fervants  of  God 
in  every  period.  When  the  patriarchs,  Abraham, 
Ifaac,  and  Jacob,  fojouraed  in  ftrange  countries,  in 
Egypt,  in  Gerar,  and  Padan-aram,  wandering  from 
place  to  place,  the  Lord  was  their  rock  and  habita- 
tion. In  all  their  journeys,  and  in  all  their  troubles, 
God  provided  for  their  fafety.  When  their  pofterity 
was  in  Egypt,  he  gave  them  the  land  of  Goihen  for 
their  refidence;  in  the  wildemefs,  he  made  ample 
provifion  for  their  necef&ties ;  his  prefence  attended 
them,  and  he  gave  them  reft.  Thofe  ancient  worthies, 
who  had  no  certain  dwelling-place,  and  wandered 
about  in  deferts  and  mountains,  had  the  Moft  High 
for  their  rock  and  fortrefs,  in  whom  they  always 
found  refuge.  Hath  the  Lord  Jehovah  been  the 
rock  of  paft  ages,  and  hath  this  been  his  memorial,  in 
the  church,  through  every  pcvlod  I  then  may  we  juftly 
conclude,  that  he  will  ever  continue  to  be  all  that  to 
his  people  which  he  hath  been  to  them  in  times  paft. 
The  immutability  of  his  nature,  the  perpetuity  of  his 
love,  his  grace  and  mercy  that  faileth  never,  give 
comfortable  aiTurance,  that  thofe  who  now  truft  in 
him,  fhall  enjoy  the  fame,~  and  greater  benefits;  thane 
thofe  who  confided  in  him  in  times  paft. 


*  Deut.  xxxii.  3.   I  Sam.  u.  2, 
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In  the  Lord  Jehovah  is  Jirenzth.  Once  and  again 
have  we  heard,  that  power  belongeth  unto  God :  it 
originally,  eflentially,  and  independently  belongs  to, 
hinu  If  we  fpeak  of  ftrength,  l^o,  he  is  ftrong.  By 
the  word  of  his  power,  he  at  firft  created,  and  llilt 
upholdeth  all  things  :  he  fpake,  and  it  was  done ;  he 
commanded,  and  it  ftood  faft.  What  an  aftonifliing 
difplay  doth  Jehovah  give  of  his  power,  in  governing, 
according  to  his  pleafure,  angels  who  excel  in  ftrength, 
men  who  are  puffed  up  with  pride,  and  devils  who 
»re  pofleffed  of  a  principle  of  refiftance,  invincible  by 
any  other  than  divine  power !  *  Whatfoever  the  Lord 
*  pleafed,  that  did  he  in  heaven,  and  in  earth,  in  the 
^  feas,  and  in  all  deep  places  */  What  memorable 
inftances  of  irrefiftible  ftrength,  on  fome  occafions, 
hath  he  exhibited,  by  counteracting  the  .courfe  of 
nature;  drying  up  the  waters  of  the  Red  Sea,  to 
make  a  way  for  his  people ;  arrefting  the  fun  in  the 
midft  of  heaven,  fo  that  he  haded  not  to  ge  dow9  for 
about  a  whole  day,  that  they  might  have  time  com- 
pletely to  vanquifli  their  enemies ;  preferving  Sha- 
drach,  Meihech,  and  Abednego,  from  being  hurt  ia 
the  midft  of  a  burning .  fiery  furnace ;  (hutting  the 
mouths  of  the  lions,  into  whofe  den  the  prophet  Da* 
nielf  was  thrown !  Befides  thefe,  many  other  inftances 
might  be  mentioned.  What  glorious  demonftrations 
of  omnipotent  ftrength  hath  he  prefented  to  view,  by 
the  redemption  of  the  church,  the  fuccefs  of  the  go- 
fpel,  the  converfion  of  t!fe  nations !  and  what  rich  ma- 
nifeftations  of  the  exceeding  greatnefs  of  his  mighty 
power  hath  he  given,  in  his  working  in  them  that  be- 
lieve f !  Truft  then  in  the  Lord,  who  is  clothed  with 
ftrength.  Let  your  confidence  in  his  power  and  iskith- 
fulnefs  be  confirmed  and  eftabliihed,  by  the  content 
plation  of  thefe,  and  other  exertions  of  omnipotence. 
Amidft  all  the  obftacles  that  difcourage  you,  the 
diftreffes  that  aflail  you,  the  weakneftes^  temptations, 

*  Pfal.  cxxxv.  6.  t  £ph.  i.  19,  2o. 
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and  dangers  wherewith  you  may  be  embarrafled,  con-» 
fide  in  the  almighty  Saviour,  who  is  able  to  fubdue 
all  things  unto  himfelf,  that  he  will  perfefl:  ftrength 
in  your  weaknefs,  and  make  you  more  than  con- 
querors. 

In  the  Lord  Jehovah  is  everlajiingjirength.  Human 
power  is  extremely  limited,  and  foon  decays.  Men 
who  are  able  to  affift  their  friends  at  one  time,  may 
be  totally  unable  to  help  them  at  another,  when  they 
(land  as  much,  or  more,  in  need  of  their  aid.  Man's 
ability  to  affift  and  relieve  his  fellow-creatures,  is  of 
fhort  duration ;  whereas  the  ftrength  of  Jehovah  is 
all-fufficient  and  eternal.  It  continues  for  ever  inva- 
riably the  fame :  it  is  not  in  the  leaft  impaired  by 
exertion :  ^  His  hand  is  not  fhortened,  that  it  cannot 
*'  fave ;  neither  is  his  ear  heavy,  that  he  ciannot  hear.' 
His  power,  like  himfelf,  is  from  everlafting  to  ever- 
lafting,  without  any  variabienefs  or  fhadow  of  turn- 
ing, ever  ready  to  be  employed  in  behalf  of  them  that 
truft  in  him.     ^  Haft  thou  not  known,  haft  thou  not^ 

*  heard,  that  the  eternal  God,  the  Lord,  the  Creator 
^  of  the  ends  of  the  earth,  ^nteth  not,  neither  is 

*  weary  *  ?'  Our  fears  of  change,  in  the  difpofitions 
of  a  friend,  often  prevent  from  placing  an  unfufped- 
ing  confidence  in  his  kindnefs ;  but  no  fuch  appre- 
henfions  can  be  entertained  with  refpeA  to  God. 
The  immutability  of  his  nature  puts  him  infinitely 
above  every  fufpicion  of  change,  and  encourages  us 
to  continual  truft  and .  dependen<te  upon  him.  This 
divine  attribute  fheds  a  luftre  on  all  the  other  perfec- 
tions of  Jehovah :  it  adds  unfpeakable  glory  to  his 
love  and  veracity;  and  forms  an  immoveable  ftay; 
wherdftn  our  truft  and  confidence  may  for  ever  re(b. 
He  is  not  fubjed  to  the  leaft  decay :  his  nature  can 
never  change :  his  excellencies  admit  of  no  alteration ; 
nor  can  his  ftrength  be  at  all  diminifhed. ^Thus 

«  Ifaiah  xl.  28. 

have 


422  LECTURES  ON  the    Chap. XXVI- 

have  I  explained  the  naturciof  truft  in  the  Lord,  and 
the  argument  whereby  it  is  here  enforced. 

That  I  may  proportion  this  difcourfe,  not  to  the 
extent  of  the  fubje&,  but  to  the  length  of  thefe  exer- 
cifes,  I  ihall  not  enlarge.  Permit  me,  however,  fo* 
leranly  to  call  you  to  truft  in  the  Lord,  who.  caa 
fupply  all  your  wants,  who  can  forgive  all  your  (ins, 
vanquifli  all  your  corrupt  paffions,  and  give  you  vic- 
tory over  all  your  enemies.  He  can  furmOi  you  for 
every  good  work,  fuftain  you  under'  the  preflure  of 
afflidion,  and  exalt  you  to  immortal  felicity.  Do 
not  queftion  his  infinite  power  and  goodnefs^  as  did 
Ifrael  of  old :  think  not  that  you  would  be  guilty  of 
prefumption,  did  you  exped  to  obtain  the  glorious 
privileges  that  God  conferreth  upon  his  peculiar 
people,  if  you  truft  in  his  mercy  and  power.  Recoi- 
led what  he  hath  done  in  the  world,  for  the  church, 
and  for  yourfelves ;  and  thereby  be  encouraged  to 
commit  your  way  unto  the  Lord.  ^  ^  Bleflfed  is  the 
*^  man  that  maketh  the  Lord  his  truft ;  and  refpeSetb 

^  not  the  proud,  nor  fuch  as  turn  afide  to  lies  ♦/ 

To  conclude,  let  every  Chriftian  adopt  the  language 
appropriated  by.  Jefus  Chrift  to  himfelf,  in  the  laft 
moments  of  his  life :  ^  In  thee,  O  Lord,  do  I  put  my 
^  truft,  let  me  never  be  afliamed :  deliver  me  in  thy 
*  righteoufnefs  f .'  Thefe  words,  with  what  ^follows 
them,  inform  us  of  the  thoughts  that  pafled  in  the 
mind  of  our  dying  Saviour,  during  his  excruciating 
fu£ferings.  What  a  noble  fpedacle!  what  an  illuf- 
trious  example  of  filial  confidence,  and  unfhaken 
truft,  in  his  heavenly  Father !  He  fuftains  all  his  ago- 
nies with  calm  refignation :  he  clofes  his  life  with  an 
affedionate  recommendation  of  his  foal  unto  the 
hands  of  Jehovah,  and  a  joyful  aflfurance  of  a  glorious 
refurredion.  This  is  dying,  indeed,  in  a  manner 
worthy  of  our  great  Redeemer.  Let  us  endeavour 
to  become  intimately  acquainted  with  this  compaf- 

• 

•  Pfal.  xl.  4.  t  Pf*l-  «xi.  I- 
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iionate  Saviour,  and  mighty  Conqueror ;  and  look  to 
hini)  who  hath  (hewed  us  how  to  live,  and  how  to 
die,  for  the  grace  of  the  holy  Spirit,  to  enable  us  to 
imitate  him,  that,  with  like  truft  and  refignation,  we 
may  pafs  through  life,  and  the  valley  of  the  (hadow 
of  death,  into  the  prefence  of  our  heavenly  Father, 
where  are  fulnefs  of  joys,  and  rivers  of  pteafures,  for 
ever  more. 

5  %  For  he  bringeth  down  them  that  dwell 
on  high,  the  lofty  city  he  layeth  it  low,  he  lay- 
^eth  it  low,  tven  to  the  ground,  he  bringeth  it 
^^^/sr  to  the  dull. 

Thefe  words  contain  a  powerful  argument,  intend- 
ed to  excite  the  church  to  trufl  in  the  Lord:  it  is 
deduced  from  the  certain  triumph  which  they  (hall 
enjoy  over  their  proud  enemies.  The  inhabitants  of 
Babylon  feem  to  be  the  people  which  are  defcribed 
as  dwelling  on  high.  They  were  remarkable  for  their 
pride  and  haughtinefs,  and  their  deteftation  of  the 
people  of  God,  whom  they  vexed,  led  captive,  and 
oppreffed;  and  therefore  may  be  juftly  confidered 
as  reprefenting  the  enemies  of  the  church  of  God  in 
all  ages,  who  poflefs  the  fame  tempers,  and  follow 
the  fame  line  of  conduA.  Great  Babylon,  fpoken  of 
by  the  prophet  in  the  preceding  chapter,  ver.  2.  and 
12.  which  was  furrounded  by  very  high  walls,  was, 
I  fuppofe,  the  lofty  city,  whofe  overthrow  is  here 
predicted.  This  fuperb  city  thfe  Lord  Jehovah  laid 
low,  even  to  the  ground ;  he  demoliOied  its  broad  and 
high  walls*;  he  broke  in  pieces  the  gates  of  brafs ; 
he  fwcpt  it  with  the  befom  of  deftruftion ;  he  con- 
verted it  into  pools  of  water,  and  made  it  a  pofleilion 

for  the  bittern. In  the  defolation  of  this  ftrong 

city,  we  behold  an  image  of  the  complete  de(lru6tion 
of  all  the  implacable  enemies  of  the  church  of  God, 
who  fhall  affuredly  be  brought  down  to  the  duft,  to 
the  lowed  and  moft  contemptible  ilat^.    Thus  doth 

God, 
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God,  by  abating  them  that  walk  in  pride,  demon- 
ftrate,  that  he  is  pofTefled  of  everlailing  ftrength, 
which  he  employs  in  humbling  them  that  exalt  them<^ 
felves,  and  in  proteding  them  that  confide  in  him. 

6  The  foot  (h^U  tread  it  down^  even  the  feci 
of  the  poor,  and  the  fteps  of  the  needy* 

The  adverfaries  of  the  people  of  God  are  often 
fubdued  by  thofe  who  are  efteemed  the  meanefl:  and 
mod  contemptible  inftruments  that  divine  vengeance 
could  employ.  The  walls  of  the  city  Jericho  were 
made  to  fall  to  the  ground,  by  means  of  a  few  poor 

Seople,  who  went  round  them,  blowing  with  rams 
orns.  Three  hundred  men,  under  the  command  of 
Gideon,  vanquiihed  the  numerous  hods  of  Midian. 
The  gates  of  Babylon  were  opened  to  Cyrus,  at  the 
head  of  an  army  of  Medes  and  Perfians,  who  regard- 
ed not  filver,  nor  delighted  in  gold;  and,  by  this 
event,  the  prediction  before  us  was  literally  fulfilled. 
I  apprehend,  however,  that  the  poor  and  needy , 
chiefly  intended  in  this  verfe,  are  the  fubjeds  of  Mef- 
fiah  the  Prince,  to  whom  this  charader  is  frequently 
given  in  fcripture,  becaufe  they  are  poor  in  fplrit, 
and  needy  of  every  fpiritual  blefHng,  which  God  fea- 
fonably  confers  upon  them.  Perfons  of  this  defcrip- 
'lion,  fhall  tread  down  the  lofty  city*:  they  fhall  tri- 
umph over  their  haughty  enemies,  by  whom  they 
have  been  infulted  and  oppreffed ;  and  their  poiTef- 
fions  fhall  be  converted  to  the  ufe  and  benefit  of  the 
church  of  God. 

7  The  way  of  the  juft  is  upright nefs :  thou 
moil  upright,  dofl  weigh  the  path  of  the  juft. 

The  chorus  of  the  faints  begin  their  confeiQon  of 
the  reditude  of  divine  difpenfations,  and  the  equity 
of  God's  judgments,  by  acknowledging  his  conde- 
fcending  regard  to  the  uprightnefs  of  their  condud. — 

The 
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The  chara&er  of  juft,  or  righteous,  is  often  given  to 
good  men  in  fcripture.  Noah,  Simeon,  Cornelius^ 
and  many  others,  have  this  honourable  teftimony 
given  to  them,  that  they  were  righteous.  It  is  writ- 
ten concemiog  the  people  of  God  in  general,  that 
^  they  fhall  be  all  righteous  *.'  They  are  juftified, 
not  by  the  works  of  the  law,  but  by  the  faith  of  Jefus 
Chrift,  through  whofe  righteoufneis  they  are  pardon- 
ed,  and  accepted  of  God  f.  Their  hearts  are  alfo  pu- 
rified by  fiiith,  to  obey  the  truth  through  the  Spirit ; 
and  thus  they  are  furnifhed  for  every  good  work. 
Knowing,  that  not  the  hearers,  but  the  doers  of  the 
law,  are  juft  before  God,  they  have  a  refped  to  all 
his  commandments ;  and  obferve  his  precepts  dili- 
gently with  their  whole  hearts,  even  to  the  end« 
Like  ^  Zacharias  and  Elizabeth,  they  are  righteous  be- 

*  fore  God,  and  walk  in  all  his  commandments  and 

*  ordinances  blamelefs  |/  ■  The  way  of  the  juft, 
comprehends  their  whole  temper  and  condufl ;  their 
thoughts,  words,  and  actions,  throughout  the  various 
circumftances  and  relations  in  which  they  are  placed 
by  divine  providence.  It  includes  all  the  duties  re- 
quired by  divine  authority,  by  the  faithful  perfor- 
mance of  which,  we  proceed  in  the  path  of  life,  that 
leads  to  the  heavenly  and  better  country.  This  way 
is  extolled  on  account  of  its  uprightnefs.  The  form 
of  expreilion  here  ufed,  is  much  more  forcible  and 
elegant  than  if  it  had  been  faid,  the  way  of  the  juft  is 
upright.  It  highly  merits  this  defcription,  as  it  is 
pointed  out  by  the  Lord,  who  is  upright,  and  ia 
whom  there  is  no  unrightebufnefs :  it  is  a  plain  path, 
perfefUy  free  from  all  perverfity  and  crookednefs; 
and  the  juft  walk  in  it  with  undiflembled  iincerity 
and  truth.  They  are  upright  in  their  hearts,  in  their 
converlation,  in  their  commerce  and  promifes,  indeed 
in  their  whole  conduft,  fo  that,  with  great  propriety^ 
their  way  is  faid  to  be  uprightnefs.    ^  They  rejoice 


*  Ifaiahls.  2i. 
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^  therefiore  in  the  teftimony  of  their  confciences,  that, 
^  in  fimplidty  and ,  godly  fincerity,  not  with  flefhiy 
^  wifdom,  but  by  the  grace  of  God,  they  have  their 

♦  convetfation  in  the  world  ♦/— — ^I'ake  heed^  my 
brethren,  that  your  way,  like  the  path  of  the  juft,  be 
uprightnefs,  Unlefs  you  are  fmcere  and  upright^  all 
that  you  fay,  all  that  you  do,  all  that  you  foi^^  will 
avail  you  nothing,  before  that  God,  who  hath  plea- 
fure  in  uprightnds,  and  beholds  the  upright  with  a 

{>leafant  countenance.  Suppofe  that  you  attend  regu« 
arly  on  the  inftiturions  of  divine  worfhip,  fuppofe 
that  you  are  juft  in  your  tranla£)ioiis  with  one  ano- 
ther, and  careful  to  avoid  many  evih,  yet  if  you  are 
not  upright  in  what  you  do,  you  will  be  rejd^ed  by 
him,  who  hateth  the  deceitful  as  well  as  the  bloody 
man. 

Tbou  mf/i  uprigbu  If  the  way  of  the  Juft  is  up* 
righmefs,  how  much  more,  O  Lord,  are  thy  ways, 
and  thy  judgments !  In  this  aniiabie  charader,  God 
is  celebrated  by  his  fervant  Mofes,  in  that  fublime 
fong,  recorded  Deut.  xxxii.  *  He  is  the  Rock,  his 
^  work  is  perfed :  for  all  hxs  ways  are  judgment :  a 

*  God  of  truth,  and  without  iniquity,  juft  and  right 
^  is  he  f  •'  By  this  defignadon,  Jehovah  exh^its  him- 
felf  truly  lovely  and  venerable ;  the  fountain  of  all  pu- 
rity, veracity,  benignity,  righteoufneis,  and  fidelity, 
on  whom  his  people  may  fafely  place  all  their  hope 
and  confidence.  Contemplating  him  in  this  view, 
the  royal  prophet  deduced  a  moft  comfortable  con- 
clulion  from  this  truth :  *  Good  and  upright  is  the 
^  Lord :  therefore  will  he  teach  iinners  in  the  way  \* 
It  reprefents  him  as  unchangeable  in  his  counfeb, 
true  to  his  promifes,  righteous  iahis  difpenfations  to- 
ward the  children  of  men,  and  fincere  in  the  reve- 
lations that  he  gives  them  of  his  will.  In  all  his  com- 
munications with  us,  be  ads  with  the  utmoft  can- 
dour  and  plaixmefs,  fully  informing  us  of  the  beft  and 

^  2  Cor.  i.  12.  t  Deut.  xxzii.  4.         t  FlaL  xxt.  8. 
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th^  worft  of  our  condition,  vfhzt  we  are  by  nature 
and  pra&ice,  what  we  ought  to  be  through  his  mercy 
and  grace,  and  what  we  may  exped  to  receive  from 
bis  juftice  and  righteoufnefs.  We  ought  therefore 
with  pleafure  to  adopt  the  words  of  the  king  of 
}frael :  ^  Righteous  art  thou,  O  Lord^  and  upright 
^  are  th/ judgments,' 

Tbcu  doji  weigh  the  fath  ofthejujl.    This  acknow- 
ledgment correfponds  with  the  proverb,  which  faith, 

*  The  ways  of  man  are  before  the  eyes  of  the  Lord, 
^  and  be  pondereih  all.  his  goings*/  Hannah,  in 
her  prayer,  tifed  fimil^r  language ;    ^  The  Lord,  faid 

*  (he,  |s  a  God  of  knowledge,  and  by  him  a£bions  are 

*  weighed  f/  All  perfons,  and  all  events,  £^1  under 
his  iqimedi;ite  ipfpedion ;  he  hath  perfect  knowledge 
of  them,  and  with  the  ftrideft  equity  determipes  with 
refped  to  them.  He  doth  more :  he  weigheth  the 
adions  of  men :  he  puts  them  into  his  juft  balance, 
and  ez2^mine$  their  weight.  He  takes  exaft  cog- 
nizance; of  Sill  the  circi^mfts^nces  with  which  they  are 
accompanied :  he  obferves  them  with  fuch  a  clofe  at- 
tention as  ^  perfon  beftows  on  an  iqiportant  interfil- 
ing fqbje^,  which  he  ponders  in  his  mind ;  or  as  he 
looks  at  the  balance  in  whi^h  he  weighs  fome  valu- 
able article.  He  not  only  confiders  the  ftate  of  indi- 
viduals, but  that  of  nations  and  kingdoms :  he  in^ 
formed  king.  3elibazzar,  ^  Thou  art  weighed  in  the 
^  balance,  and  art  found  wanting  |/  With  peculiar 
^xadnefs,  he  weigheth  the  path  of  the  juft.  The  iva-i 
port  of  this  beautiful  and  elegant  fentiment  (ij^ms  to 
be  this.  Thou  who  art  righteous  in  aUt  thy  ways«  an4 
juft  and  true  in  all  thy  works,  afteft.  tpiw^rdi  tby  juft 
and  upright  fervants,  in  whatfoevet  befllUth  them, 
according  to  the  ftrideft  equity  and  goodnefs.  In  ali 
the  aflSidions  wherewith  they  are  vifued,  in  all  the 
difpenfations  of  thy  providence  toward  them,  thou 
prdereft  all  things  reipe£ling  them  with  confummate 

♦  Prov.  ▼.  21.         t  1  Sam.  il.  3.        %  Dan.  v.  27. 
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righteoufnefs. ^The  ways  of  the  Lord  are  rights 

and  the  jufl:  (hall  walk  in  them.  Though,  to  the 
proud  and  contentious,  they  may  feem  perverfe  and 
unequal,  yet,  by  the  juft,  they  are  always  acknow- 
ledged to  be  righteous  and  holy,  even  when  they  ap* 
pear  unfearchable ;  and,  in  thefe  ftraight  and  onward 
paths,  which  they  have  cfaofen,  they  walk  with  inte- 
grity and  delight.  In  the  whole  of  our  progrefs  then, 
let  us  remember,  that,  though  men  neither  know  our 
hearts,  nor  confider  our  ways,  yet  God  obferveth  and 
weigheth  them.  He  fearcheth  our  hearts ;  he  trietb 
our  reins ;  he  pondereth  our  path$ ;  he  feeth  not  only 
our  afUons,  but  he  obferves  from  what  principles, 
they  proceed,  and  to  what  ends  they  are  direded  i 
and,  therefore,  we  ought  always  to  z&  as  under  his. 
immediate  infpedion. 

8  Yea,  in  the  way  of  thy  judgments,  O  LoRB^ 
have  we  waited  for  thee ;  the  defire  of  our  ibul 
ts  to  thy  name,  and  to  the  remembrance  of  thcc 

Fully  perfuaded  of  the  love,  the  righteoufnefs,  and 
faithfulnefs  of  God,  in  his  afflidive  difpenfalions,  the 
church  is  here  introduced,  exprefiing  their  conflant  de- 
pendence upon  God,  and  their  ardent  aiFedion  toward 

him. ^I  explained  the  import  of  waiting  for  God, 

when  treating  ver.  9.  of  the  preceding  chapter.  Ta 
what  was  then  faid,  I  only  add,  that  they  waited  for 
the  Lord,  expe&ing  to  receive  the  interpolitions  of 
his  providence,  the  manifeftations  of  his  favour,  the 
communications  of  his  Spirit,  the  difplays  of  his  glo- 
ry, the  pledges  of  his  prefence,  the  accomplifhment  of 
his  promifes,  the  ai^fwer  of  their  prayq-s,  and  his  cH- 
re£tion  and  countenance  in  duty.  Convinced,  that  in- 
finite wifdom  would  embrace  the  mod  proper  feafon 
for  interpofmg  in  their  behalf,  they  patiently  waited 
(or  the  exertions  of  his  power  and  grace  for  their  fal- 

vation. Even  in  the  way  ef  thy  judgments y  0  Lord. 

The  judgments  of  God  fometimes  denote  in  fcripture, 

his 
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his  laws,  (latutes,  and  commandinfents.  In  this  fenfe 
the  word  feems  to  be  ufed,  where  God  thus  fpeaketh 
by  the  prophet  Malachi :  ^  Remember  ye  the  law  of 
^  Mofes  my  fervant,  which  I  commanded  unto  him 
*  in  Horeb  for  all  Ifrael,  i|(rith  the  ftatutes  and  judg^ 
'  ments  *•'  If  this  is  the  meaning  of  the  wprd  here» 
the  expreffion  imports,  that  the  church  waited  upon 
God  in  the  way  pointed  out  in  .his  word,  faithfully 
keeping  his  teftimonies,  and  diligently  performing 
every  commanded  .duty.  They, appeal  to  God,  thai; 
they  had  been  thus  employed,  whilft  they  expefled 
he  would  appeat  for  their  relief.  They  had  not  be- 
come remifs  in  love  to  God,  and  in  defires  to  pleaie 
him :  on  the  contrary,  their  alHidions  produced  the 
moft  falutary  effeds  on  their  temper  and  condud. — 
The  judgments  of  God  fometimes  (ignify  alfo,  the  af- 
ili£Uons  and  calamities  with  which  in  righteoufnefs 
God  vifiis  men,  on  account  of  their  tranfgreOions* 
This,  is  the  meaning  of  the  word  in  feveral  places 
both  of  the  Old  and  New  Tedaments.  According  to 
this  interpretation,  the  words  import,  that  the  holy 
confeflbrs  of  the  truth,  in  the  time  of  diftrefs  and  per- 
fecution,  fatisfied  that  all  God*s  ways  are  juft  and 
right  (amidft  the  calamities  which  they  fuftained  one 
after  another,  fo  that  his  way  toward  them  became 
a  way  of  judgments)  looked  with  expectation  to  that 
defirable  period,  when,  after  having  in  faithfiilnefs  af- 
flided  them,  he  would  work  their  deliverance.^— -- 
Let  us  learn  humbly  and  patiently  to  wait  upon  God 
for  his  promifed  mercies,  not  only  in  the  pleafant  fea- 
fons  of  profperity  and  tranquillity,  but  in  the  dark 
and  ftormy  feafons  of  adverfity.  Let  us  beware  left^ 
through  weaknefs  and  impatience,  we  fall  into  de- 
fponding  and  fretfulnefs ;  left,  through  pride  and  ar- 
rogance, we  grow  weary  and  impatient ;  left  felf-love 
and  felf-conceit  feduce  us  from  faithful  dependence 
iipbn  God.    To  wait  upon  God,  even  when  he  cor- 

^  Mai.  IV.  4. 

KdtSy 


430  LECTURES  on  The    Chaf.XXVI, 

reOtSy  and  makes  his  billows,  in  quick  fucceffion,  xq 
pafs  over  our  heads ;  to  turn  to  him  when  he  fmites, 
as  well  as  when  he  heals }  gives  comfortable  evidence 
of  the  reality  and  power  ofdivine  grace. 
.  The  d^ftr^  cf  our  fond  is  4o  thy  nam^  and  to  the  re* 
jnembrance  rf  thee.  Defire  is  love  in  motion,  after 
fpme  oh]tdL  apprehended  to  be  good,  which  is  not 
prefently  enjoyed.  It  admits  of  different  degrees ; 
and  increafes  in  proportion  to  the  appreciated  value 
of  the  obje&  on  which  it  terminates^  and  its  fuppofed 
importance  to  pur  happinefs.  There  are  fome  things 
which  we  are  indifferent  whether  or  npt  w^  poQefs : 
there  are  others  that  we  highly  efteem,  and  ardently 
wifli  to  enjoy ;  and  thefe  lail  mentioned,  excite  thofi^ 
llrong  defires  which  may  be  called,  the  deiires  of  our 

fouls. By  the  name  of  God  may  be  here  meant, 

thofe  amiable  titles,  divine  attributes,  and  admirable 
difcoveries,  which  he  hath  given  of  himfelf  in  his 
word  and  works.  It  may  efpecially  denote,  thofe  glo- 
rious charaders  whereby  God  anciently  revealed  him- 
felf  to  his  fervant  Mofes,  and  his  people  Ifrael,  undef 
the  Old  Teftanient.  Among  thefe,  may  be  reckoned 
the  following  auguft  titles,  which  were  afTumed  by 
Jehovah :  I  am  that  I  am ;  the  almighty  God ;  the 
Lord  God  of  thy  fathers ;  the  God  of  AbraliamK 
Ifaac,  and  Jacob ;  the  Lord  God,  merciful  and  gractr 
ous,  long-fuffering,  abundant  in  goodnefs  and  truth, 
forgiving  iniquity,  tranfgreflion,  and  fin,  and  that 
will  by  no  means  clear  the  guilty,  Thefe  facreci 
names  of  the  Mofl  High  were  to  the  church  of  old^ 
as  ointment  poured  forth,  mod  fragrant  and  refr^ih- 
ing ;  and,  therefore,  thev  were  eameftly  deiir^  hj^ 
his  fervants.  They  intensely  longed  after  I^rg^r  eom^ 
munications  of  his  mercy,  the  more  full  enjoyment 
of  his  favour,  and  the  more  complete  fulfilment  of 
jiis  promifes ;  of  which  remarkable  inftances  occur  ia 
the  forty-fecond  and  fixty-third  pfajins.— — And  tg 
the  remembrance  of  thee.  Even  the  juft,  whofe  defires 
are  to  God's  name,  do  not  always  think  upon  him  : 

tlieir 
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their  minds  are  often  occupied  with  other  obje£l:s,  to 
which  it  is  neceflary  for  them  to  attend ;  ftill,  how-^ 
ever,  they  remember  him  above  all  created  enjoy- 
ments. With  pleafure  they  recoiled  his  perfedions 
and  providences,  his  infl:ru£tions  and  promifes,  which 
they  lay  up  in  their  hearts  as  a  precious  treafure.  In 
fome  feafons  they  may,  no  doubt,  remember  him,  and 
be  troubled  with  perplexing  fears  and  difquietudes; 
To  difpel  this  uneafinefs  and  timidity,  they  ought  to 
call  to  mind  the  years  of  the  right  hand  of  the  Mo(t 
High,  his  works  and  his  wonders  of  old,  with  his 
former  loving-kindneiTes.  Perhaps  more  may  be  in- 
tended by  this  expreffiqn  than  I  have  yet  fuggefted. 
The  upright,  remembering  the  name  of  God,  and 
the  benefit  they  derived  from  the  pleaiing  recollec- 
tion of  it,  were  folicitous  that  his  memorial  might  be 
tranfmitted  with  honour  to  future  generations,  and 
that  the  people  might  praife  him  for  ever  and  ever. 
This  delightnil  exercife  ought  to  conftitute  a  part  of 
our  daily  employment,  would  we  be  like-minded  with 
the  people  of  God  in  former  ages. 

9  With  my  foul  have  I  defired  thee  in  the 
n^ht,  yea,  with  my  fpirit  within  me  will  I  feek 
thee  early :  fcM:  when  thy  judgments  are  in  the 
earth,  the  inhabitants  of  the  world  will  learn 
ri^teoufnefs. 

How  ftrong,  how  vehement,  the  afFeSion  for  God, 
which  our  prophet,  perfonating  the  churchy  expreifes 
in  thefe  words.  The  employment  defcribed  in  the 
firft  part  of  this  verfe,  is  the  lame  that  was  mentioned 
in  the  preceding.  The  repetition  ferves  to  intimate, 
the  ardour  and  continuance  with  which  it  was  per- 
formed. It  was  not  a  languid  wifh,  or  feeble  emo- 
tion, that  I£aiah  felt,  but  an  intenfe  defire  after  God. 
With  my  foul,  with  all  that  is  within  me,  have  I  ar- 
dently deftred  thee ;  the  comforts  of  thy  prefence,  the 
diredion  of  thy  counfel,  the  protedion  of  thy  provi- 
dence, 
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idence,  and  fubmiilion  to  thy  will.— —I  have  defited 
ihee  in  the  night.  The  affedionate  longings  of  my 
foul  have  tiot  been  confined  to  particular  fixed  Tea- 
fons,  in  which  they  are  more  commonly  experienced. 
Even  in  the  darknefs  and  folitude  of  the  night,  when 
no  eye  obferved  me,  when  great  pare  of  the  crea-. 
tion  were  huihed  to  filence,  and  lay  buried  in  deep 
fleep^  /  I  remembered  thee  upon  my  bed,  and  medi- 
^  tated  on  thee  in  the  night-watches.  Becaufe  thou 
^  haft  been  my  help,  therefore  in  the  fhadow  of  thy 
*  wings  will  I  rejoice  *.'  The  night-feafon,  when  we 
are  fequeftrated  from  fociety,  and  free  from  every  ex- 
ternal difturbance,  is  peculiarly  adapted  to  the  pur- 
pofes  of  devotion ;  and  hath  been  employed  in  this 
exercife,  not  only  by  the  faints,  but  by  our  blefled 
Saviour  himfelf,  who  was  not  then  filent,  and  who 
fpent  whole  nights  in  prayer  to  God.  In  imitation 
of  fuch  great  examples,  let  us,  from  time  to  time,  im- 
prove the  darknefs  and  ftillnefs  of  the  night,  for  me- 
ditation on  the  mercies  of  God,  and  fupplication  for 
their  continuance  and  increafe.  In  this  way,  we  may 
receive  more  agreeable  refreihment  than  ileep  coula 
have  afforded,  and  find  ourfelves  more  effedually  re- 
cruited than  we  could  have  been  by  the  fweeteit 
repofe. 

With  myfpirit  within  me  will  Ifeek  thee  early.  This 
becoming  refolution  imports,  that  the  prophet  was 
determined  to  feek  the  Lord ;  to  perfevere  with  dili- 
gence and  conftancy  in  this  pleafant,  profitable,  and 
honourable  employment ;  and,  with  unwearied  afii- 
duity,  to  requeft  his  direction,  afHftance,  and  bleifing, 
animated  by  the  comfortable  aifurance,  that  they  who 
truly  feek  God,  fhall  lack  no  good  thing.  He  promifes 
to  feek  him  with  his  fpirit  within  him ;  with  the  mod 
intenfe  aSedion  of  mind,  with  his  whole  heart  and 
foul,  and  that  early — with  fuch  a  fedulous  diligent 
fearch,  as  a  perfon  cpmmences  early  in  the  mornmg, 

•  PfiO.  Ixlu.  6. 
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and  perfill^  in  through  the  day^  uHtil  he  find  what 
he  wants.  To  carry  this  pious  purpofe  into  execu- 
tion, it  is  neceilary  to  have  a  deep  fenfe  of  our  abfo- 
hite  need  of  God,  to  enrich  us  with  every  bleffing 
fiiited  to  our  circumftance&;  a  heart-felt  convi£tion^ 
that  the  enjoyment  of  God  Ihould  be  our  chief  aim  ; 
that  we  ought  to  make  him,  not  only  the  objed,  but 
the  ultimate  end  of  our  fearch ;  and  that  we  feek  him^ 
where  alone  he  is  to  be  found  by  guilty  creatures,  in 
Jeftts  Chrift,  in  whom  he  appears  reconciling  the 
world  unto  himfelf.  In  this  manner,  do  you  feek 
God  early,  in  the  morning  of  life,  which  is  the  mod 
proper  feafon  for  this  employment,  your  faculties  be- 
ing then  moil  adtive  and  vigorous— ^arly,  in  prefer- 
ence to  all  other  obje&s  which  folicit  your  attention, 
feeking  firft,  and  above  all  things,  the  kingdom  of 
God,  and  his  righteoufnefs-^-early,  in  every  day  of 
fife,  after  you  ate  refrefhed  with  reft ;  before  you  en- 
gage in  company,  in  bufinefs,'or  amufement;.  deter- 
mined^ with  the  man  according  to  God's  own  heart, 
that  your  voice  the  Lord  fhall  hear  in  the  morning ; 
tfaat^  in  the  morning,  you  will  dire£t  your  prayer 
unto  him,  and  will  look  up.  Thus  let  every  one  of 
as  with  our  fpirits  feek  God  early,  convinced,  that 
fuch  is  his  infinite  fulhefs  and  alUfufficiency,  that,  af- 
ter we  have  obtained  all  that  we  need  for  the  prefent, 
much  more  is  ftill  to  be  enjoyed. 

For  when  tby  judgments  are  in  the  earthy  the  inha* 
bitants  of  the  world  will  learn  right eoufnefs.  The  judg- 
ments of  God  here  fpoken  of,  are  thofe  grievous  cala- 
mities vrith  which  God  in  righteoufnefs  vifiteth  men, 
Us  the  juft  punifhment  of  their  fins.  -When  thefe 
awful  tokens  of  the  divine  difpleafure  againft  tranf- 
greffors  go  abroad  upon  the  earth,  and  publicly  de- 
monftrate  the  evil  nature  and  dreadful  confequences 
of  fin,  the  inhabitants  of  the  world  will  learn  righ* 
teoufnefs.  Beholding  the  terrible  effe&s  of  trefpafling 
againft  the  Lord,  many  ftriking  inftances  of  the  di- 
vine vengeance^  and  the  imminent  danger  to  which 

Vol.  II.  3 1  finners 
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finners  (lai]id  expofed,  they  will  learn,  that  all  thofe  wba 
are  guilty  of  the  fame  crimes  with  them,  on  whont 
clivipe  judgments  are  inflided,  deferve  to  fuffisr  the 

fame  pumflunents. ^They  will  learn,  that  they 

ought  to  coniider  their  ways,  and  to  turn  to  the 
Lord,  in  the  exercife  of  true  repentance ;  that  they^ 
ought  to  a^d  thofe  de(lru£liVe  pradices  which 
pcrfe  to  the  wrath  of  the  Almighty,  to  betake 
felves  to  the  mercy  of  Go4  revealed  in  the  word  of 
truth,  and  to  bring  forth  fruks  meet  for  repentance. 
The  calamities  with  which  mankind,  are  vifited^  ought 
to  teach  perfbns  of  eveiy  defcription,  thde,  and  many 
other  important  fahitary  lefibns.  It  mud  be  ackndw-« 
leged,  that,  from  the  judgments  of  God,  the  inha« 
bitants  of  the  world.do  not  always  learn  thefe  ufefiil  in« 
ftruifttons ;  and  therefore  the  prophet  muft  be  confi*: 
dered,  not  as  predicting  what  would  in  h&  aSualiy 
come  to  pais,  but  mere^  declaring  the  happy  effefik 
that  ought  to  follow,  from  the  awfiil  manifeftations^ 
of  the  wrath  of  God,  revealed  from  heaven  againi^ 
all  unrighteoufnefs  and  ungodtinefs  of  men.  The 
proper  defigQ  and  tendency  of  divine  judgments,  is 
to  reftratn  men  from  wickednefs,  and  to  render  then 
decent,  fober,  holy,  and  righteous.  Improve  thenr 
for  thefe  purpofes.  That  heart  muft  be  depraved  m- 
deed,  which  the  tender  mercies  of  God  doth  not 
foften,  which  the  dreadful  judgments  of  God  doth 
not  awaken.  Stand  in  awe,  and  fin  not :  return  from 
your  ini^ities :  abufe  not  the  kmg-fuffering  of  God  t 
hear  the  voice  of  his  rod :  be  afraid  of  incurring  his 
difpleafure,  of  whofe  wrath  none  knoweth  the  power; 

ID  Let  favour  be  fhewed  to  the  wicked',  yet 
will  he  not  learn  righteoufnefe :  in  the  land  of 
uprightnefs  will  he  deal  unjuftly,  and  will  not 
behold  the  majefty  of  the  Lord* 

The  obftinaqr  and  perverfity  of  evil  men,  in  abuC- 
ing  the  kindnefles  of  God,  wherebv  they  expofe  them* 

ielves 
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felves  to  divine  judgments,  are,  in  this  Terfe,  reprefent* 
€d  in  very  ftrong  terms. ^The  wicked  are  jufUy  com- 
pared by  our  prophet,  ^  to  the  troubled  Tea,  when  it 
^  cannot  reft,  wbofe  waters  caft  up  mire  and  dirt  */ 
By  this  fimilitude,  we  are  inftruded,  that  they  are 
reftlefs  and  turbulent ;  that  th^  are  deftitute  of  in- 
ternal peace ;  that,  by  their  conupt  principles  and 
pradices,  they  diflurb  the  tranquillity  of  fociety ;  and 
that  thus  they  treafure  up  to  themfelves  wrath  againft 

the  day  of  wrath. ^To  perfons  of  this  defcription, 

let  favimr  be  Jhewed.  Though  Ood  give  them  rain 
from  heaven,  and  fruitful  feafons ;  though  he  fill 
iheir  hearts  with  food  and  gladnefs,  and  give  them 
liberally  to  fhare  in  the  riches  of  his  goodnefs,  which 
pught  to  lead  them  to  repentance ;  all  this  profiifion 
of  kindnefs  is  neglected  and  defpifed.  Notwith- 
ftanding,  witlv  wonderful  patience,  he  beareth  with 
their  evil  manners,  and  doth  not  fpeedily  execute 
Sentence  upon  their  evil  works,  and  fheweth,  in  a 
tfaouland  inftances,  that  he  is  not  willing  that  they 
ihould  perilh,  they  make  ligttf  of  the  riches  of  his 
forbearance.  Though  he  favour  them  with  the  meanis 
of  grace  and  fpiritual  inftruf^ion,  though  he  lament 
over  their  folly  and  mifery  with  the  utmoft  tender- 
nefs,  though  he  offer  to  become  their  Saviour,  and 
call  fhem  to  glory  and  virtue,  yet  they  wickedly  con- 
temn the  riches  of  his  mercy  and  grace.  .  The  moft 
aftonifhing  beneficence  and  kindne^  make  no  impreC- 
fion  upon  their  obdurate  hearts,  nor  render  them  do* 
die  and  teachable. 

Tet  will  he  not  learn  righteoufnefs*  He  will  not 
ceafe  to  do  evil  \  and  confequently  he  cannot  learn  to 
do  well.  Such  is  the  corruption  and  perverfity  of  his 
nature,  that,  with  great  facility,  he  wiil  commit  ini- 
quity \  but,  after  much  time  and  inftru£tion,  he  will 
not  learn  righteoufnefs.  Though  wife  to  do  evil,  yet 
to  do  good,  he  hath  no  underftanding ;  and  therefor^ 
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he  muft  hear  and  learn  of  the  heavenly  Father,  that 
he  may  be  acquainted  with  the  nature,  the  import^ 
ance,  and  the  pradiice  of  righteoufhefs.  God  alone 
can  eifedually  ihew  him  the  beauty,  the  excdlence, 
and  neceffity  of  that  perfect  righteoufnefs,  which  ia 
fo  highly  extolled  in  the  fcriptures,  and  fo  much 
valued  by  the  faints.  He  only  can  inftruft  him  how 
to  feek,  fo  as  to  attain  this  ineftimable  benefit,  not  by 
the  works  of  the  law,  but  by  the  hiih  of  Jefus  Chriffc. 
He  alone  can  give  capacity  and  inclination  to  lean, 
the  pradice  of  righteoufnefs,  which  confifts  in  giving* 
to  God  the  things  that  are  God's,  and  to  man  the 
things  that  belong  to  him.--c — ^Pity  it  is,  that  there 
are  any  who,  under  the  manifold  advantages  that  we 
enjoy,  «will  not  learn  this  ufeful  and  comtortable  le£- 
fon,  and  perfift  in  perverfely  going  on  in  their  evil 
ways.  Let  us  ihew  them  compaflion :  let  us  pray  for 
them ;  and  recommend  them  to  the  kind  attention,  of 
the  great  Inftru£ker  of  the  fooliih,  who  cm  thoroughly 
reduce  them  to  his  obedience. 

In  the  land  of  uprightnefi  nviU  he  deal  unju/ilym. 
Though,  in  ftrid;  propriety  of  fpeech,  the  heavenly 
and  better  country  mod  jullly  merha  this  defcription^ 
yet  the  land  of  Canaan  feems  to  be  here  intended,,  ia 
which  the  prophets  of  the  Lord  were  employed  in 
teaching  the  knowledge  of  the  Mqft  Upright^  and  his 
upright  ways ;  in  which  dwelt  the  fmcere  worfliippers 
of  God,  who  were  upright  in  their  hearts,  in  their 
converfation,  and  in  performing  the  duties  which 
they  owed  to  God,  and  to  one  another.  The  land 
wherein  perfons  of  this  amiable  charadler  refided,  is, 
with  great  propriety,  called,  the  land  of  uprightnels, 
out  of  refped  to  the  generation  of  them  who  ace 
blefled,  who  are  mighty  on  the  earth,  to  whom  the 
Lord  God  is  a  fun  and  ifaield,  and  to  whom  he  wilt 

give  grace  and  glory,  and  every  good  thing. 

Even  in  this  land,  the  wicked  v^ill  deal  unjuflly.  They 
withhold  from  thofe  with  whom  they  are  coniieded, 
thofe  things  tp  which  they  have  juft  right  and  claim. 

They 
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They  abufe  the  precious  bleffings  where\nth  they  are 
favoured;  they  endeavour  to  countera<^  the  provU 
dence  of  God ;  they  put  a  wrong  conftru£tion  upon 
his  right  ways,  and  pervert  the  fcriptures  to  their  own 
deftrudion.  This  perverfe  dealing,  in  the  land  of 
uprightnefs,  where  fimplicity  and  integrity  ought 
every  where  to  prevail,  is  a  great  aggravation  attend- 
ing the  iniuftice  of  the  wicked.  The  circumftances 
with  whicn  tranfgreffion  is  accompanied,  oft-times 
reader  it  more  heinous.  To  deal  urijuftly,  in  any 
place,  is  truly  criminal ;  but  to  zSt  in  this  manner, 
among  the  upright,  increafes  the  enormity  of  the  o& 
fence.  It  is  wrong,  not  to  know  bur  Mafter's  will ; 
but  to  be  acquainted  with  it,  and  not  to  do  it,  is  ftill 
more  culpable.  To  omit  the  exercifes  of  righteouf- 
nefs,  in  any  place,  is  faulty ;  but  to  zGt  in  contempt 
of  juftice,  among  thofe  who  are  upright,  is  extreme 
wickednefs. 

^nd  wilt  not  behold  the  majejly  of  the  Lord.  The 
majefty  of  Jehovah  confifts  in  the  infinite  fplendor 
and  glory  of  his  divine  extellencies,  exhibited  |o  the 
view  of  his  intelligent  creatures,  in  the  works  of  hit 
hands,'  in  the  difpenfations  of  his  providence,  and  in 
|iis  facred  oracles.  From  the  noble  difplays  of  this 
ineffable  grandeur,  the  wicked  turn  away  their  at- 
tention, and  obftinately  refufe  to  contemplate  them. 
They  will  not  confider  the  glorious  honour  of  his 
majefty,  manifefted  in  his  works,  which  ought  to  be 
admired  and  celebrated:  they  will  ncA  regard  the 
wonderful  exertions  of  his  power,  in  overthrowing 
the  enemies  of  his  people :  nor  will  they  fix  their  at* 
tendon  to  the  exprefOons  of  his  mercy  and  faithful* 
nefs,  in  the  rich  provifion  he  hath  made  by  his  pro- 
vidence, for  their  fuftenance  in  this  world ;  and,  by 
his  grace,  for  the  nourifhment  of  their  fouls,  in  the 
church.  What  odious  perverfity  of  difpofition,  what 
criminal  obftinacy  of  temper,  appear  in  this  oppro^ 
bripus  conduct  toward  God !— Carefully  avoid  this 
curfed   difrefped   of  the  Moft  High.    Frequently 

think 
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thinly  of  the  divine  majefty  and  power  of  Jehovah, 
confpicuous  in  the  plentiful  fupply  of  your  wants, 
from  the  treafures  of  his  goodnefs.  Behold  him 
ripening  the  corns,  the  fruits,  and  the  vines,  for  our 
ufe ;  preparing  garments  from  the  fleece  of  the  flock, 
and  the  bowels  of  the  worm  for  our  covering ;  and 
providing,  not  only  *  medicines  to  cure  our  bodily 
diftempers,  but  a  fovereign  remedy  to  heal  our  fouls* 
Behold  him,  from  his  inexhauftible  ftores,  giving 
forth,  with  the  utmoft  liberality,  myriads  of  pro* 
mifes  and  bleflings,  which  convert  bonds^  into 
freedom,  infamy  into  honour,  weaknefs  into  ftrei^th^ 
and  death  into  life. 

1 1  Lord,  whtn  thy  hand  is  lifted  up,  they 
^ill  not  fee :  but  they  ihall  fee,  and  be  afhamed 
for  tbdr  envy  at  the  people,  yea,  the  fire  of 
thine  enemies  ihall  devour  them* 

The  infenfibility  of  the  wicked,  with  refped  to  di^ 
vine  judgments,  and  the  dreadful  eScBts  of  their 
ftupidity,  are  here  defcribed  in  a  very  affeding  man* 
ner.  As  mild  and  gentle  means  are  of  themfelves 
ineffedlual  to  reclaim  them,  fo  the  moft  alarming 
difpenfations  are  infuflicient  to  awaken  them  from 
their  fecurity. — —The  hand  of  the  Lord  is  <^en 
mentioned  in  fcripture,  to  denote  his  almighty  power, 
which  is  employed  in  aflifling .  and  proteding  his 
people,  or  in  afflifting  and  punifliing  their  opprdTors. 
In  allufion  to  the  pofture  of  a  perfon,  who  is  about 
to  exert  his  ftrength  for  the  defence  of  his  friends^ 
or  for  avenging  himfelf  on  his  enemies,  the  hand  of 
God  is  faid  to  be  lifted  up,  when  it  is  ready  ftretched 
out,  to  chaftize  or  deliver  his  fervants,  or  to  fmite 

their  adverfaries. In  either  cafe,  the  wicked  rvUl 

not  fee :  they  will  not  diligently  confider  the  hand  of 
God  lifted  up,  for  the  benefit  of  his  people,  or  for 
the  punifhment  of  evil-doers.  They  will  not  atten- 
tively  behold  the  hand  of  the  Lord,  employed  in  con- 

femng 
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ferring  ifavoars,  or  infliding  judgments:  the  kind-* 
aefles  and  the  correflions  xvhich  they  receive,  pafs 
equally  unobferved  and  difregarded*  Their  eye$  at;e 
darkened,  that  they  cannot  fee  the  refirelhing  light  ^ 
that  (hines  around  them :  the  creatures  form  the  ho^ 
tizon^  beyond  which  they  cannot  penetrate:  theif 
iight  is  bounded  by  fecond  caufes*  Whatever  hap« 
pens,  whether  profperous  or  adverfe,  they  prepofte^^ 
touiiy  attribute  to  means  and  inftruments ;  and  en- 
drely  afcribe  it  to  the  prudence  and  a£Uvity,  or  to  the 
malice,  negligence,  and  infidelity  of  men,  to  chance> 
or  ill  fortune.    God  is  not  in  all  their  thoughts. 

Buiibej  jhall fee^  and  he  ajhamed  for  their  envy  at 
the  people.  They  would  not  confider  the  majefty  of 
the  Lord,  nor  his  hand  lifted  up ;  and  therefore  they 
fliall  be  obliged  to  contemplate,  with  fhame  and  con- 
fufion  of  face,  their  envy  at  the  people  of  God, 
which  they  (hall  view  in  another  light  than  ever  they 

had  done. ^Envy  is  a.  filly,  malevolent,  and  crue) 

paffion,  that  doth  much  more  injury  to  the  perfons 
who  feel  it,  than  to  the  objedts  on  which  it  terminates. 
The  good  enjoyed  by  another^  doth  you  no  real  hurt : 
your  portion  is  not  diminifhed,  though  his  is  increaf- 
ed.  Each  hath  his  proper  (hare  albtted  to  him  by 
infinite  wifdom ;  and  your  uneafinefs  becaufe  other 
people  have  more  and  better  things  than  you,  will 
add  nothing  to  your  poifeflion :  whereas,  divefted  of 
this  tormenting  pafGon,  you  might  participate  of  the 
happinefs  and  joy  refulting  from  all  the  benefits,  the 
deliverances,  the  affluence,  the  gifts  and  graces,  of 
your  brethren.  In  all  the  bleffings  which  they  enjoy, 
you  might  have  a  confiderable  portion.  No  wonder 
then,  that  the  wicked,  who  repine  at  the  felicity  of 
the  people  of  God,  and  the  kiadneiTes  he  confers 
upon  them,  (hall  fee,  and  be  afhamed  of  their  envy. 
Moft  juftty  fhall  they  be  feized  with  uneafinefs  and 
perturbation  of  mind,  and  covered  with  confufion, 
on  account  of  their  difappointed  expedations,  and 
the  fin  and  folly  that  they  have  committed.    They 

fhall 
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fliall  b^  confounded^  in  the  review  of  their  egregious 
folly,  in  grieving  at  the  happinefs  of  thofe  whom  the 
Lord  hath  blefled,  and  at  finding  all  their  delufive 
hopes  frufti:ated.    '  They  fhall  giuih  their  teeth,  and 

*  melt  away  (as  faith  the  pfalmifl) :  the  defire  of  the 

*  wicked  (hall  perifli  <*.'—— 2^tf,  thejire'of  thine  ene- 
tniesjhall  devour  them.  Thofe  confuming  judgments^ 
which  deft  toy  the  enemies  of  God,  (hall  certainly  de- 
vour them,  who  obftinately  perfift  in  refufing  to  be- 
hold the  lifted-up  hand  of  God,  and  who  are  invi- 
dious at  the  profpetity  and  iafety  of  the  fervants  of 
Jehovah.  The  defolating  calamities,  which  fpread 
devaftaticm  among  the  foes  of  God,  fhall  afluredly 
lay  hold  on  them,  who  grieve  at  thfe  peace  and  pro- 
fperity  of  his  church.-^— O  that  the  wicked,  who 
fotget  God,  would  lay  to  heart,  the  imminent  dan- 
ger to  which  their  tranfgreflions  ezpofe  them,  that 
they  would  abandon  their  iniquities,  and  return  unto 
the  Lord,  that  he  may  have  mercy  upon  them ! 

12  IF  Lord,  thou  wilt  ordain  p^ace  for  us: 
for  thou  alfo  haft  wrought  all  our  works  in  us, 

Thefe  words  exprefs  the  lively  hope  of  feafonable 
deliverance  entertained  by  the  upright  fervants  of 
God,  and  lay  open  the  foundation  on  which  it  refts. — 
Peace,  you  know,  is  a  comprehenfive  word,  an  inefti- 
mable  bleiling,  including  freedom  from  outward  dif- 
turbance,  and  the  enjoyment  of  external  tranquillity  ; 
deliverance  from  inward  diibrder,  and  the  pofleffion 
of  internal  ferenity ;  with  the  accumulation  of  every 
thing  neceflary  to  real  happinefs.  When  the  church 
enjoys  the  fruits  of  the  divine  favour,  and  reft  from 
enemies;  when  they  are  not  troubled  with  internal 
hereftes  and  fchifms,  nor  with  external  perfecution 
and  oppreflion;  they  pofTefs  this  extenfive  precious 
benefit,  which,  in  the  words  before  us,  they  expeded 

•  Pfal.  cxii.  lOi 
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God  would  appoint  to  them,  or  ordain  for  them.  The 
exprdfion  fcems  to  allude  to  the  aftion  of  a  conu 
mander  in  chief  in  the  army,  who  marfhals  his  fol- 
diers  according  to  the  plan  he  bad  formed,  and 
aifigns  to  each  the  proper  ftation  which  he  is  to  oc- 
cupy, in  carrying  into  execution  his  projefted  enter- 
prife.  It  plainly  intimates,  the  lively  hope  which 
they  felt,  that  the  fupreme  Difpofer  of  all  perfons 
and  events,  'would  be  gracioufly  pleafed  to  affign  for 
them,  both  outward  and  inward  tranquillity.  God 
alone  cai|  give  peace,  either  to  individuals  or  focieties. 
It  is  the  rich  donatipn  which  he  conveys  to  his  pecu« 
liar  people,  by  the  benign  influence  of  the  Spirit  of 
peace,  through  him  who  made  peace  by  the  blood  of 
his  crofs.  By  the  interpofition  of  his  divine  provi- 
dehce,  he  defends  them  from  evil :  he  divefts  them 
csf  their  folicitudes  and  fears ;  and  enables  them  to 
repofe  themfelves,  and  all  their  concerns,  upon  his 
paternal  care,  and  faithful  promifes.  And,  according 
to  his  fbvereign  pleafure,  he  appoints  this  invaluable 
blefling  to  individuals,  nations,  and  churches*  Re- 
coUe&ing  this  important  truth,  his  people  here  de- 
clare their  comfortable  afiurance,  that  he  would  order 
peace  for  them. 

For  thou  haft  wrought  all  our  works  in  us.  Thou 
haft  fubdued  our  powerful  corruptions ;  thou  haft  il- 
luminated our  dark  minds ;  thou  haft  fandified  ou? 
impure  hearts,  and  fpiritualized  our  earthly  affe&ions^ 
Thou  haft  wrought  in  us  both  to  will  and  to  do  of  thy 
good  pleafpre ;  thou  haft  Oied  abroad  thy  love  into 
our  hearts ;  thou  haft  ftrengthened  us  \;ith  ftrength 
in  our  fouls,  and  filled  them  with  peace,  and  hope, 
and  joy.  Not  a  good  wbrk  that  we  have  performed, 
but  thou.  Lord,  haft  wrought  it :  thou  didft  furniih 
us  tor  it;  thou  gaveft  us  the  inclination,  the  ability, 
and  opportunity ;  thou  didft  animate  us  to  it  by  the 
-moft  powerful  motives ;  and  therefore,  as  is  moft  due, 
we  afcribe  to  thee  the  praife.  Every  creature  that 
hath*been  fubfervient  in  promoting  our  happinefs,  de- 

Yov-ll.  ^K  riye< 
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rived  its  efficacy  from  thy  appointment :  the  fuccels 
that  hath  attended  every  affair  in  ivhich  we  profpered, 
\iiras  derived  from  thy  bleffing';  and  therefore,  as  we 
ought,  we  attribute  all  to  thy  operation.     Wlulft  we 
adopt  this  humble  acknowledgment,  let  us  apply  it  to 
the  pra£tical  purpofe  for  which  an^  infpired  apoftle 
hath  taught  us  to  improve  it ;  namely,  *  to  work  out 
*  our  own  falvation  with  fear  and  trembling  *.'——- 
The  Hebrew  word  tranflated  in^  fignifies  alfo  for  / 
and  is  thus  rendered  in  the  margin  of-  fome  Bibles. 
Thou  haft  wrought  all  our  worl^  for  us.    Thou  hafl 
refcued  us  from  the  bondage  of  Egypt,  from  the 
Amorites,  from  the  children  of  Ammon^  from  the 
Philiftines,  the  Zidonians,  the  Amalekites,  and  the 
Moabites,  that  opprefled  us.    Thou  haft  elevated  us 
from  a  mean  and  obfcure  condition,  to  a  flourilhing 
and  profperous  ftate.    Thou  haft  fet  us  on  hizh 
from  afflidion,  and  makeft  us  families  like  a  flock ; 
thefe  things  thou  haft  done,  even  when  our  ftrength 
and  hope  were  gone,  and  our  powerful  enemies  were 
confident,  that  we  Ihould  become  a  prey  to  them« 
Thpu  haft  preferved  us  in  fafety  amid  innumerable 
dangers,  and  afforded  us  the  plentiful  enjoyment  of 
the  moft  important  bleflings.   From  all.this  profufion 
of  kindnefs  that  we  have  experienced,  we  are  encou- 
raged to  hope,  that  thou  wilt  ordain  for  us  all  man- 
Ber  of  happinefs.*— -—The  argument  thus  ftated,  is 
ftrong  and  forcible;  and  ought  to  excite  us,  for 
whom  God  hath  done  as  great  things  as  for  hi$ 
people  of  old,  to  a  lively  confidence  in  his  ever« 
enduring  mercy  and  grace. 

13  O  Lord  our  God,  otber  lords  befides  thee 
have  had  dominion  over  us :  but  by  thee  only 
will  we  make  mention  of  thy  name. 

The  upright  fervants  of  God  acknowledge  the  un- 
happy condition,  in  which  they  once  were,  and  their 

fixed 
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fixtd  determinarion,  henceforward  to  celebrate  the 
praifes  of  the  Lord  their  God.— — ^They^  addrefs 
tbemfelves,  with  the  utmoft  affection  and  earneftnefs^ 
to  Jehovah,  who  had  chofen  them  for  his  people,  and 
whom  they  had  chofen  for  their  God;  confeffing, 
with  foTYOWy  that  they  had  yielded  fubjeftion  to  other 
lords  betide  him,  who  had  ufurped  an  unjuft  domi- 
nion over  them.  Among  thefe  mafters,  may  be  rec- 
koned, the  Egyptian^,  the  Syrians,  the  Perfians,  and 
the  Babylonians,  all  of  whom  had  treated  them  with 
great  rigour  and  feverity,  and  exercifed  authority 
over  them.  Betides,  they  had  yielded  a  fpiritual  fub- 
je&ion  to  the  god  of  this  world,  and  to  divers  lufls 
and  pleafures,  whereby  they  had  been  captivated,  and 
detained  in  a  moft  ignominious  fervitude.  The  fervice 
of  thefe  lords  they  now  renounced,  firmly  refolved^ 
that  they  would  no  longer  fubmit  to  their  domioa* 
tion,  as  m  times  paft>  >  >  By  thee  only^  &c.  The  fol- 
lowing refolutioh  was  formed  in  humble  dependence 
upon  God,  by  whofe  gracious  aififtance  alope,  they 
hoped  to  carry  it  into  execution.  Sentible  of  their 
own  infufGciency  and  inftability,  they  exprefs  thrir 
reliance  upon  Jehovah,  that  he  would  enable  them  to 
perform  their  purpofe.  This  is  uniformly  the  lan- 
guage of  the  facred  writers ;  of  which  I  give  you  two 
inftances  worthy  of  your  attention :  ^  By  thee  (faid 
^  David,  the  lervant  of  the  Lord)  I  have  broken 
^  through  a  troop :  and  by  my  God  have  I  overleaped 
'  a  wall  *•  Through  Chrift  ftrengthening  me,  faid 
^  the  apoftle  Paul,  I  can  do  all  things.'  Indeed,  mo- 
defty  and  diffidence  of  ourfelves,  combined  with  un- 
fufpeding  confidence  in  God,  cannot  fail  to  infpire 
fentiments  of  this  fort. 

,  Will  we  make  mention  of  thy  name.  To  make  men- 
tion of  the  name  of  God,  is  to  celebrate  the  divine 
excellencies,  of  which  he  hath  revealed  himfelf  pof^ 
fefled }  to  fpeak  of  the  glorious  honour  of  his  m^efty^ 

*  PfaL  xtIU.  29. 
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and'  of  his  wondrpus  >;vorks ;  to  record  the  might  of 
his  terrible  a£ts,  and  to  declare  his  greatnefs.  It  is  tof 
utter  the  memory  of  his  great  goodnefs,  and  to  fing 
of  his  righteoufnefs  *•  It  is  to  refign  ourfehres  to  the 
care  and  proteftion  of  his  watchful  providence,  to 
vorfiiip  him  in  the  manner  he  hath  appointed,  to  ac« 
knowledge  hi^  manifold  mercies,  to  truft  in  hi»  faith- 
ful promifes,  to  delight  in  his  holy  precepts,  and  to 
rejoice  in  his  great  falvation.  It  is  more  efpecially^ 
to  fpeak  with  admiration  and  thankfiitnefs  of  bis 
bleflfed  name,  Immanuel;  which  (ignifies  God  with 
us ;  God  manifeft  in  the  flefh,  dwelling  among  u^, 
and  converfing  with  us,  able  to  preferve  us  in  per* 
petual  fafety,  and  to  make  us  partakers  of  eternal  lal- 
vation.  It  is  to  make  manifeft  the  favour  of  his  know-i 
ledge  in  every  place ;  to  mention  this  name,  revealed 
in  the  fcriptures,  with  veneration  and  love,  with  hope 
and  confidence,  before  the  throne  of  Jehovah ;  and 
to  acknowledge  before  men,  our  entire  dependence 
upon  it^  ■  Let  us,  my  brethren,  frequently  adopt, 
with  ferioulhefs  and  folemnity,  the  devout  acknow- 
ledgment contained  in  this  vei^e.  O  Lor/i,  our  God, 
bther  lords  befide  thee  have  had  dominion  over  us. 
This  confefiion  we  make  with  forrow  and  penitence. 
What  have  we  any  more  to  do  with  idols  ?  We  pre- 
fent,  in  thy  prefence,  thefe  hearts,  which  have  beqn 
facrilegioufly  alienated  from  thee,  and  had  deferf^d 
thy  fervice.  Accept  of  the  fpirits  which  thou  haft 
made,  ppiTefs  thy  own  property,  and  ftamp  upon  ic 
the  impreilion  of  thy  own  image.  We  wifli,  for  thy 
fake,  that  they  wete  ten  thoufand  times  better  thaa 
they  are.  We  confecrate  them  to  thee,  hoping,  that 
thou  wilt  make  them  what  they  ought  to  be.  From 
Inve  to  the£,  O  Lord,  our  ftrength  and  our  Re- 
deemer, who  haft  heard  our  voice,  and  delivered  our 
fouls  from  death,  we  willingly  offer  ourfelves  to  be 
thy  fervants :  becaufe  thou  haft  loofed  our  bonds,  we 

*  Soc  Pfid.  cxlv.  4. 
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bind'ourfelves  to  thv  fervice  by  the  mod  facred  ties, 
that,  we  truft,  ihall  never  be  broken.  Henceforth 
'  we  will  make  mention  of  thy  name,  and  of  thy 
'  righteoufnefs,  even  of  thine  only :  we  will  go  in 
*  the  ftrength  of  the  Lord  God  *.* 

14  Tbey  are  dead,  they  (hall  not  live ;  tbey 
are  deceafed,  they  fhall  not  rife :  therefore  haft 
thou  vifited  and  deftroyed  them,  and  made  all 
their  memory  to  periih. 

The  aflembly  of  the  upright  here  exprefs  their  con- 
fidence in  God,  that  he  will  perpetuate  their  prefent 
comfortable  condition,  and  that  he  will  not  permit 
their  enemies  to  recover  the  power  and  authority  they 
formerly  pofleflfed.  They  triumph  in  the  animating 
cottfideration,  that  thofe  haughty  oppreflive  powers, 
which  threatened  their  de(lru£Hon  from  off  the  earth, 
were  reduced  to  fuch  an  abjed  (late,  as  Vould  effec- 
tually prevent  them  from  injuring  the  church  of  God* 
To  intimate  the  certain  grounds  on  which  their  exuU 
tadon  was  founded,  the  expreflion  is  repeated  in  dif- 
ferent forms,  and  the  ilrongeft  affurance  given  of  the 
important  feft.  Tbey  are  dead^  they  Jhall  not  live  ;' 
tbey  are  deceafedy  tbey  Jhall  not  rife.  Our  adverfaries 
are  fo  entirely  rooted,  fo  irrecoverably  broken,  that 
they  fhall  never  more  live,  to  tyrannife  over  us,  as  in 

times  paft. Therefore  haji  thou  vijited  and  dejiroy^ 

ed  them.  To  diveft  them  of  their  power  to  hurt  thy 
fervants,  thou,  O  Lord,  haft  vifited  them  in  wrath : 
thou  haft  vexed  them  in  thy  fore  difpleafure,  for  their 
wickednefs  and  cruelty  exercifed  toward  thy  people. 
Thou  baft  deftroyed  them,  and  they  are  fallen  and 
gone:  they  are  exterminated  from  the  ^arth,  aild 
ihall  not  rife,  to  rule  or  opprefs  any  more ;  but  con- 
tinue under  the  cruOiing  weight  of  thofe  divine  judg- 
ments whereby  theij  pverthrow  hath  been  accom- 

*  PW.  Ixxi.  16. 
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pK(hed>        And  made  all  their  memory  ioperijb.  *  The 

*  righteous  (hall  be  had  in  everlafting  remembrance  t 

*  but  the  name  of  the  wicked  (hall  rot  ^/  Thdr  me- 
morial (hall  be  blotted  out :  they  (hall  either  be  en- 
tirely forgotten,  or  they  jhall  be  remembered^  not 
with  honour,  but  with  deteftation.  Perhaps,  whilft 
they  were  alive,  they  had  flatterers  that  complimented 
them :  but,  being  deftroyed  by  the  vifitation  of  die 
Almighty,  their  reputation  (hall  peri(h ;  their  name 
IhaH  be  branded  with  infamy  and  difgrace,  or  buried 
in  everlafting  oblivion. As.  afflifbon  is  greatly  ag- 
gravated, by  the  recolledion  of  thofe  happy  days 
which  (lull  never  again  return,  fo  the  felicity  of  the 
godly  is  much  increafed,  by  confidering,  that  thofe 
enemies,  by  whom  they  were  harafled  and  oppre(red, 
Ihall  no  more  diftrefs  them.  The  very  fufpicion  that 
our  diftreiTes  (hall  recur,  gives  uneafinefs;  whereas 
the  removal  of  the  caufes  which  contributed  to  our 
calamities,  gives  real  fatisfa&ion  and  joy.  What  re- 
lief doth  it  afford  to  the  niind,  to  be  ^ured,  that  we 
ihall  no  more  be  troubled  by  thofe  who  formerly  op- 
preiTed  us. 


15  Thou  haft  increafed  the  nation,  O 
thou  haft  iilcreafed  the  nation,  thou  art  glori- 
fied ;  thou  hadft  removed  //  far  unto  all  the«  ends 
of  the  earth. 

In  thefe  words,  the  divine  mercy  is  celd>rated,  on 
account  of  the  profperous  condition  to  which  God 

had  exalted  his  church. ^The  Jewilh  nation  was 

doubtlefs  primarily  intended,  in  this  grateful  acknow- 
ledgment of  the  divine  goodnefs«  Jehovah  had  pro- 
mifed  to  Abraham,  that  he  (hould  become  a  great 
and  miehty  nation ;  and  that  his  pofterity  (houEi  be 
multiphed  as  the  fand  of  the  fea,  and  as  the  (lars  in 
heaven.    The  accomplilhment  of  this  promife  was, 

*  Prov.  X.  7. 
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for  wife  purpofes,  delayed  for  a  confiderable  period 
of  time.  Twenty  years  elapfed  before.  Abraham  had 
the  child  in  whofe  ofFspring  it  was  to  be  fulfilled. 
Ifaac  was  forty  years  old  when  he  married,  and  his 
wife  continued  barren  about  twenty  years  after  mar- 
riage. During  thefe  eighty  years,  the  patriarch  had 
only  one  fon,  in  that  line  wherein  the  promife  was  to 
run;  and,  at  the  expiration  of  two  hundred  and 
fifteen  years  after  it  was  delivered,  his  whole  progeny 
amounted  only  to  about  threefcore  and  ten  persons. 
In  the  following  two  hundred  and  fifteen  years,  they 
multiplied  exceedingly,  in  fo  much  that  when  they 
came  up  out  of  the  land  of  Egypt,  they  were  reckoned 
above  fix  hundred  thoufand  men,  befide  women  and 
children.  Under  the  profperous  reign  of  Solomon, 
the  Ifraelitifh  nation  were  as  the  Tand  of  the  fea-(hore 
for  multitude ;  and  they,  in  the  city,  increafed  like 
the  grafs  of  the  earth  *•  In  the  days  of  our  prophet^ 
fo  very  numerous  were  the  people  of  Judn,  that, 
when  Ahaz  was  king,  Pekah,  the  king  of  Ifrael,  ^ew 
of  Judah  120,000  in  one  day,  and  carried  away  cap* 
tive  200,000  women  and  children  f.  Thus  did  Jeho- 
vah literally  increafe  the  Jewilh  nadon. 

The  Lord  hath  likewife  increafed  his  true  Ifrael, 
the  nation  of  them  that  are  faved  under  the  New- 
Teftaipent  difpeniatioh.  To  this  great  event,  the  con- 
gregadon  of  the  upright  might  have  looked  forward, 
when  making  this  acknowledgment.  To  this  nation, 
thoufands  have  been  added  in  one  day.  The  word  of 
God  increafed,  and  the.number  of  the  difciples  multi- 
plied greatly  in  Jerufalem ;  and  a  great  company  of  the 
priefb  were  obedient  to  the  faith,  as  we  reaa.  Ads 
IV.  4*  and  vi.  7.  The  churches,  throughout  all  Judea, 
Galilee,  and  Samaria,  were  edified,  and  multiplied, 
chap.  ix.  31.  At  Antioch,  many  of  the  Jews,  and 
religious  profelytes,  followed  Paul  and  Barnabas; 
and,  at  Iconium,  they  fo  fpake,  that  a  great  multi- 

*  See  PlaL  Ixxii.  t  2  Chron.  xxviii.  6.  8« 
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tude,  both  of  the  Jews,  and  alfo  of  the  Greeks^  be^ 
lieved,  chap.  i^iv.  i .     At  Corinth,  the  chief  ruler  of 
the  fynagogue  believed  on  the  Lord  with  all  his 
houfe,  and  many  of  the  Corinthians',  chap,  xviii.  8. 
From  thefe,  and  feveral  other  palTages  in  the  New 
Tefljamcnt,  it  appears,  that,  on  the  firn:  preaching  of 
the  gofpel,  the  Lord  greatly  increafed  the  nation  of 
them  that  are  Ifraelites  indeed ;  of  them  who  are  Jews 
inwardly,  whofe  circumcifion  is  that  of  the  heart,  in 
the  (pint,  and  not  in  the  letter,  whof^  praife  is  not  <^ 
men,  but  of  God..    In  following  ages,  the  Lord  ftiU 
contmued  to  increafe  them:  hence  the  remarkable 
words  of  an  ancient  s^logift  for  Chriftianity  *,  who 
openly  told  the  Heathens,  ^^  That  this  defjmed  k£k 
^'  had  filled  their  cities  and  provinces,  their  counqiU 
^^  and  camps,  the  palace  and  the  fenate*houfe,  and 
**  what  not — that  fuch  was  their  multitude,  that 
^^  fliould  they  have  withdrawn  themfelves  into  fome 
^  remote  part  of  the  world,  the  empire  would  have 
^^  been  depopulated,  and  left  in  difmal  folitude  and 
*^  filence,''    In  the  contemplation  of  this  double  in- 
creafe, the  prophet,  in  name  of  the  faithful,  gready 
rejoiced,  and  praifed  the  Lord.    To  another  and 
greater  increafe,  we  look  forward  with  hope  and  joy^^ 
when  all  the  kingdoms  of  this  earth  ihaU  betome  the 
kingdoms  of  our  Lord,  and  his  Chrift ;  ^  when  mea 

*  (hall  be  blefled  ill  Jefus  Chrift,  and  all  nations  ihall 

*  call  him  blefled.    And  blefled  be  his  glorious  name 

*  for  ever ;  and  let  the  whole  earth  be  filled  with  his 

*  glory  f.    To  this  predi&ion  and  praife,  let  every 
one  fay.  Amen,  and  amen. 

T/jou  art  glorifiedy  by  the  prodigious  increafe  of  the 
natural  pofterity  of  the  children  of  Ifrael.  Thy  power 
and  faithfulnefs  have  been  richly  difplayed^  in  accom- 
pliihing  the  promifes  which  thou  madeft  to  Abraham, 
and  the  other  patriarchs,  contrary  to  every  human 
appearance,  notwitfaftanding  every  intervening  ob^ 

*  TcrtuUian.  f  P^al*  l*^^".  17. 19. 
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ftacle.     By  this  aftonifhing  event,  thou  haft  magni- 
fied thy  great  name,  and  manifefted  thy  diftinguiih- 
ing  .regard  to  thy  fervants  whom  thou  ioveft.    AH 
ihe  nations  of  the  earth  have  contemplated  thy  power  * 
and  righteoufnefs,  thy  grace  and  veracity,  exhibited  in 
this  wonderful difpenfation  toward  thy  peculiar  people; 
whilft  they  themfelves  have  glorified  thee,  by  their 
frequent  public  acknowledgments  of  their  obligations 
to  thee  for  thy  mercies,  by  their  dependence  on  thy 
providence,  by  their  attention  to  thy  worfhip,  by 
their  truft  in  thy  promifes,  and  obedience  to  thy  pre- 
cepts.——Thou  art  glorified  more  efpecially,  by  the 
increafe  of  the  nation,  compofed  of  the  fpiritual  pofte- 
rity  of  Ifrael.   God  is  not  more  honoured  and  praifed, 
on  account  of  any  work  that  he  hath  done,  than  for 
multiplying  the  number  o^  his  fdthful  fubjeds.    This 
is  indeed  a  work  by  which  he  hath  acquired  the 
higheft  renown  and  glory.   How  many  and  great  the 
ob(lru£tions  that  lie  in  the  way  of  its  accomplifli- 
ment !   How  feeble  and  inadequate,  to  hugian  vieWf 
are  the  means  employed  for  its  execution ;  fuch  as 
were  efteemed  a  ftumbiing-block  by  the  Jews,  and 
fooliflinefs  by  the  Greeks }   means  not  adapted  to 
promote  men's  worldly  intereflrs,  nor  accommodated 
to  the  fooliih  cuftoms  of  the  world !    How  weak  and 
unlikely  the  lnftrument»  chofen  to  perform  this  ardu-' 
ous  work :  not  perfons  of  extenfive  learning,  iuperior 
genius,  well  flcilled  in  the  arts  of  reafoning  and  per- 
fuafion,  an4  expert  in  improving  circumft^nces  to 
advance  the  caufe  in  which  they  were  embarked ; 
but  a  few,  plain,  illiterate  men,  deftitute  of  power 
and  influence,  who  had  to  contend  with  the  moft  vi- 
rulent oppofitipn,  and  to  vaqiquiih  c^iBcuUi^s^  which 
jeemed  altogether  unfurmountable.     Notwitbftandr 
ing,  fuch  was  the  fuccefs  of  the  gofpel  and  its  mini- 
fters,  when  accoB^>anied  with  power  froni  on  high, 
that  they  triumphed  over  the  inveterate  prejudices 
and  vices  of  mankind,  they  fubdued  the  rage  and 
cruelty  of  their  molt  inveterate  enemies,  they  over*- 

Vql,  IL  3  L  turoq4 
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turned  die  kingdom  of  darknefs,  they  aboliflied  ido- 
latry and  fuperftition,  they  communicated  new  priiv^ 
ctples  to  the  minds  of  men,  they  converted  them  t<x 
the  obedience  of  the  Son  of  God,  and  formed  thenir 
to  the  pradlce  of  juflice  and  charity.  Thus  the  na^ 
tion  of  them  that  are  faved,  was  increafed :  in  fiu& 
manner  Jehpvah  is  glorified;  and  thus  we  c%pe&^ 
according  to  his  promife,  that  he  will  yet  glwlfy 
his  name. 

Tbou  badji  removed  it  far  untu)  all  the  inds  ef  ihc 
earth*  Confidering  thefe  words  in  their  literal  fenfe^ 
the  earth  may  denote,  as  in  fome  other  parages  of 
fcripture,  the  land  of  Canaan,  which  God  gave  to 
Jfrael  for  an  inheritance.  According  tp  this  inter<- 
pretation,  the  meaning  of  the  expreffion  will -be. 
Thou  haft  removed  the  nation  which  thou  hadft  cho- 
fen,  into  the  moft  diftant  corners  of  the  land^  vhich 
thou  haft  afiigned  to  them  for  a  pofleffion,  an4  e^* 
tended  their  territories  unto  the  moft  remote  parts  o| 
that  fruitful  country,  no  part  of  which  remains  un- 
occupied or  unconqueredi,  This  fi^nal  favour  which 
God  conferred  upon  the  Jewillh  nation  under  the  Q\4k 
Teftament,  reprefented  the  more  important  benefit 
•which  he  hath  beftowed  upon  the  church  under  the 
New  Teftament,  by  removii^  its  limits,  and  extending 
its  influence,  to  the  moft  diftant  parts  of  the  earth.  This 
illuftrious  inftance  of  the  divine  mercy  it  becomes  us, 
with  grateful  hearts,  frequently  to  celebrate,  as  by 
this  dUpenfadon  of  providence,  we  enjoy  the  ordi« 
2iances  of  the  gofpel. 

1 6  Lord,  in  trouble  have  they  vifited  thec^ 
they  poured  out  a  prayer  when  thy  chaftening 
was  upon  them. 

Having  commemorated  the  divine  mercy  and  good- 
ne&,  in  which'  they  had  liberally  participated,  the 
chorus  of  the  upright  proceed  gratefully  to  acknow- 
ledge, the  blefled  effe&s  that  accompanied  the  afflic- 

dOQS 
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tions  under  which  they  had  (^qaned  in  former 
times.— —*The  feafon  to  which  they  refer,  was  th^ 
time  of  trouble,  when  God's  chaftentng  hand  was 
upon  them.  Many  are  the  affli£tions  that  bchl  the 
righteous :  for  whom  the  Lord  loveth,  he  chafteneth  ; 
and  fcourgeth  every  fon  whom  he  receiveth.  Even 
thofe  who  know  and  ferve  God,  may  become  remifs 
and  carelefs  in  prayer,  and  in  other  duties,  until  God 
is  pleafed  to  reprove  them  for  their  fins,  and  to  cor- 
re6:  them  for  their  profit.  They  may  preferve  the 
form,  whilft  deftitute  of  the  ipirit  of  prayer:  tfaey 
may  draw  nigh  to  God  with  their  lips,  whilfl:  thei? 
hearts  are  far  from  him ;  or  they  may  feldom  vifit 
the  throne  of  grace,  and  God  may  have  their  homage 
only  on  fome  particular  occafions.  In  the  pleafant 
day  of  profperity,  we  are  too  prone,  like  a  generatioii 
of  Ifrael,  to  fay  to  God,  ^  We  are  lords,  we  will  come 

*  no  more  unto  thee  ;*  and  in  this  manner  to  difcovef 
our  infenfibility  of  the  divine  goodnefs.  But  when 
the  gloomy  day  of  adverfity  arrives,  and  erery  refuge 
fails,  then  we  are  ready  to  exclaim  with  David,  ^  O 
^  Lord,  I  faid.  Thou  art  my  refuge,  and'  my  portion 

*  in  the  land  of  the  living  ^J  When  in  trouble,  and 
God's  chaftening  is  upon  us,  we  pour  forth  our  fup^ 
plications  before  the  Lord,  and  eameftly  implore  hid 
mercy  and  deliverance.  Thus  the  church  acknow« 
ledgeth  that  they  had  done.    Then, 

They  vijited  theSy  they  poured  out  a  prayer.  Though 
God  is  frequently  faid  in  fcripture  to  vifit  men,  I  ap* 
prebend,  the  expreffion  of  mens  vifiting  God,  is  pe- 
culiar  to  the  paflfage  now  before  us.  It  feems  to  im- 
port,  that,  in  the  time  of  diftrefs,  the  church  remem*^ 
bered  the  Lord ;  they  looked  toward  his  holy  habita* 
tion ;  they  had  immediate  recourfe  for  neceffary  fup- 
port  and  feafonable  relief,  to  him  who  is  a  refuge  in 
afflidion,  and  a  prefent  help  in  time  of  need.  They 
diredted  their  prayers  to  him,  from  whom  alone  their 

♦  P&L  cxlii,  5. 
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help  could  coQie ;  and  earneftty  applied  to  bhn  for 
ftreii(2^h  and  confolation,  who  can  fend  help  from  hia 
holy  hill  of  Zion.  When  they  vifited  God,  they 
poured  out  a  prayer.  Prayer,  you  know^  confifts  in 
prefeating  requefts  unto  God,  fof  thofe  things  whicb 
are  fuited  to  our  neceffiti^a,  dud  agreeable  to  his  wilU 
in  the  manner  he  hath  required.  This^  elegant  ex* 
preffion  of  pouring  out  prayer,  feems  to  allude  to  the 
waters  of  a  fountain,  that  are  plentifully  conveyed 
away  by  the  feveral  ftreams  that  iflue  from  it.  It  in*' 
timates,  the  abundant  fupplications  which  inc^antly 
flowed  from  their  hearts,  and  were  continually  pre-' 
fented  before  God.  FrecHient  fervent  prayer  is,  itf 
fcripture-language,  beautifully  exprefled,  by  pouring 
out  the  foul  before  God.  '  Truft  in  him  at  aH  times  ^ 
*  ye  people,  pour  out  your  heart  before  him  *•* 
Eveia  in  thofe  feafons  wherein  the  godfy  are  confined 
by  diftrefs,  their  hearts  are  often  enlarged,  to  exprefs 
in  the  divine  prefence,  witk  great  fervouv  and  affec« 
tion,  their  doubts  and  fears,  theur  defires  and  hopes^ 
their  temptations,  afflidions,  and  forrows.  Tou9 
they  pour  out  their  prayers  with  the  greateft  eameft- 

nefs.^! ^Ir  all  our  troubles,  let  us  ferioufiy  confider 

the  important  purpofes  which  they  are  intended  to 
aceomplifli ;  and  when  God  vifita  us  with  affli£donsy 
let  us  vifit:  him  with  our  fervent  fupplieations,  thai 
he  would  be  pleafed  to  favour  us  with  his  gracious^ 
prefence  and  timely  aid,  and  render  our  diftrefTes  the 
happy  means  of  promoting  our  fpiritual  improvement.. 

1 7  Like  as  a  womai»  with  child  that  drawetk 
near  the  time  ot  her  delivery^  is  in  pain^  anif 
crieth  ont  in  her  pangs;  fo  have  we  been  irr 
thy  fight,  O  Lord. 

The  prayers  and  agonies  of  the  church,  ia  time  of 
Iribulation,  had  proved  ineffe&ual  for  attaining  their 

•  P&l.  Ml  8. 
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deliverance^  and  had  not  been  attended  with  proper 
effects.— Tliis  fubjeft  our  prophet  illuftrates  by  a 
ftriking  fimilitude,  which  is  frequently  ufed  by  the 
inipired  writers  of  the  Old  and  New  Teftaments^ 
taken  from  the  condition  of  a  woman  that  is  preg- 
nant, whOf  amidft  the  pains  and  anguifh  that  fhe 
feels,  entertains  hopes  of  delirerance,  and  of  feeing 
the  deiirabk  objed  of  her  expefiation.  Notwith- 
ftandiogy  being  big  only  with  a  falfe  conception,  ihe 
is  miferably  di^ppointed.  In  like  manner,  tne  church 
of  God)  amidft  the  violent  diftrefs,  the  (harp  con-* 
fli&s,  and  bitter  forrows,  which  they  fuftained,  che-* 
riflied  the  agreeable  profped  of  obtaining  a  happy 
releafe  from  their  affliftions,  and  of  beholding  tne 
bleifed  fruits  of  their  calamities*  Promifing  appear- 
ances however  vaniibed,  their  expedhtions  were  fruf- 
traied,  alid  no  fubftantial  good  effe^  were  pro- 
duced.:  So  have  we  b£en  in  thy  Jigbt^  0  Lord. 

Thou  who  knoweft  all  things,  haft  beeh  witnefs  to 
the  acute  afflidions,  and  the  fevere  conflids,  that  we 
have  endured,  arifing  from  internal,  as  well  as.  exter- 
nal caufes,  and  the  ineffedtual  afliftances  that  we  have 
received  in  the  time  of  our  diftrefs. 

1 8  We  have  been  with  child,  we  have  been 
in  pain,  we  have  as  it  were  brought  forth  wind^ 
we  have  not  wrought  any  deliverance  in  the 
earth,  neither  have  the  inhabitants  of  the  world 
fallen. 

In  this  verfe,  the  foregoing  fimititude  is  iiluftrated^ 

and  applied  to  the  circumftances  of  the  church. 

We  have  been  with  child ;  big  with  the  hopes  that  thy 
righteous  nation,  by  our  means,  flioutd  have  been  in-^ 
creafed)  that  thy  promifes  fhould  have  had  their  full 
effe^  and  that  thou  wouldft  have  done  great  things 

for  us. We  have  been  in  pain^  on  account  of  our 

manifold  fufferings  and  anxious  Iblicitude,  that  thou 
wouldft  fend  us  fpeedy  and  efie^ual  relief  from  our 

forlorn 
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forlorn  dcpforable  condition. We  have  as  if  were 

brought  firth  lohuf*  Our  conceptions  have  proved 
abortive ;  the  pangs  of  afflidion  that  we  have  felt 
have  been  in  vain,  and  all  our  fanguine  expedatioiis 
have  been  iruftrated.  Our  anguifh  and  forrows  have 
not  produced  any  real,  folid,  good  confequences  ; 
nor  have  we  attained  the  objeft  of  our  wilhes.— — 
We  have  not  wrought  any  deltveranci  in  the  earths 
Our  prayei^s  and  cries  have  not  as  yet  been  accompa^ 
nied  with  correfponding  good  fruits:  we  are  not  yet 
emerged  from  diftrefs  and  calamity.  Though  they 
had  requefled  the  divine  afliftance,  they  had  not 
pheed  their  confidence  in  God  alone,  but  yielded  fub- 
jeSion .  to  other  lords,  whereby  the  efficacy  of  their 
prayers  was  hindered.  Notwithftanding  divine  pro- 
vidence, on  feveral  occafions,  had  mercifully  inter- 
pofed  in  their  favour,  and  wrought  for  them  feme 
remarkable  deliverances  (by  which  they  enjoyed  lucid 
intervals  of  tranquillity  and  peace),  by  meansf  of  the 
Egyptians,  and  their  other  allies,  ftill,  however,  that 
perfed  falvation,  which  the  godly  looked  for,  was  not 

accompUflied. Neither  have  the  inhabitants  of  the 

world  fallen.  Our  haughty  opprcflbrs  and  perfeca- 
tors,  by  whom  we  have  been  mofl.afHidled,  have  not 
as  yet  been  humbled ;  nor  are  they  fallen  from  the 
hi^h  ftation,  and  extenfive  influence,  that  they  pofl 
feflfed.  Flouriihing  in  all  the  wonted  vigour  of  their 
ftrength,  their  grafadeur  is  not  declined ;  their  em* 
pires  remain  in  fafety ;  they  are  not  brought  low  by 

divine  judgments. The  church  of  God,  tinder 

both  difpenfations,  hath  been  in  fuch  circumftances 
as  are  here  particularly  delineated.  Whilft  the  flate 
of  the  Jewifh  people,  about  the  time  this  long  -was 
fung  in  the  land  of  Judah,  is  accurately  defcribed,  the 
condition  of  the  church  of  Chrift,  prior  to  the  time 
of  the  Reformation,  is  not  obfcurely  depi£led.  From 
the  twelfth  century,  there  were  not  a  few,  who  pre- 
difted  and  expefted  the  tefloration  of  the  church  to 
a  better  ftate.  Their  prayers,  however,  were  not  im- 
mediately 
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mediately  anfwered :  they  fiiftained  fome  feviere  affiic* 
tions  and  coiiflids,  in  the  hope  of  that  •deliver^ice, 
which  they  obtained  not  until  the  fifteenth  centory* 
The  more  particular  application  of  this  fong  10  that 
memorable  period,  which  may  be  made  with  eafe  and 
propriety,  I  leave  to  the  intelligeat  and  judicious. 

1 9  Thy  dead  men  fliail  live^  together  with  my 
4ead  body  (hall  they  arife  :  awake  and  fmg,  ye 
that  dwell  in  <luft ;  for  thy  dew  is  as  the  dew  of 
herbs,  and  the  earth  fhall  call  out  the  dead. 

In  tbefe  words,  which  conclude  this  beautiful  fbng^ 
the  people  of  God  exprefs  their  pleafmg  hopes  of  be- 
ing reftored  to  a  better  condition,  and  joyfuily  con- 
gratulate each  other  in  this  animating  profped.  The 
words  are  fo  conftruded,  that  whiKl,  at  firft  view^ 
they  feem  to  treat  of  the  refurredion  from  the  dead, 
yet,  in  their  fecondary  and  proper  lenfe,  they  de- 
fcribe  a  myftical  or  metaphorical  refurredion,  which 
is  the  principal  fubjed  here  intended.  They  are  eW- 
deutiy  addrefled  to  Jehovah  by  the  church.  Thy  dead 
men,  who  died  in  thy  favour,  and  for  thy  glory,  who 
nobly  confefled  thy  truth,  and  fuffered  for  thy  faka 
the  lofs  of  all  things,  or  fome  very  grievous  calami- 
ties, were  really,  or  at  lead  in  refolution,  maxtyrs. 
Concerning  them,  the  voice  from  heaven  declared,  in 
the  book  of  Revelation,  ^  Blefled  are  the  dead  which 
^  die  in  the  Lord :  yea,  faith  the  Spirit,  they  fhall 

*  refl  from  tiieir  labours ;  and  their  works  fliall  foUour 
^  them*.'  ;Of  them  the  apoitle  Paul  thus  fpeaks: 
^  For  whether  we  live,  we  live  unto  the  Lord;  and 
^  whether  we  die,  we  die  unto  the  Lord :  whether 

*  therefore  we  live  or  die,  we  are  the  Lord's  f/ 
Thofe  who  thus  glorify  God,  and  are  delivered  unto 
death  for  Jefus'  fake,  are  the  objeds  of  his  tender 
^eftion  and  peculiar  regard.  Though*  they  lay  down 

*  Rev,  xiv,  i|.  f  Rom,  xiv.  8. 
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their  lives  for  him,  and,  in  the  view  of  thdr  peri^ 
fecutors,  feem  to  perifh,  they  are  dear  in  God's  fight, 
and  their  death  is  precious.— **-7i6^^tf//  live.  Their 
memory  (hall  be  blefied  in  the  earth,  where  they  fuf- 
fered  for  the  fake  of  righteoufnefs ;  and  their  memo- 
rial fliali  be  tranfmitted  with  honour  to  following 
generations.  Their  fouls  (hall  be  ble({ed  in  the  pre* 
fence  and  enjoyment  of  God ;  '  who  is  not  the  God 
^  of  the  dead,  but  of  the  living ;  for  all  live  unto 
^  him  *.  And,  at  the  confummation  of  all  thingSi 
their  bodies  (halWife  froin  the  dud,  on  hearing  the 
voice  of  the  Son  of  God ;  and,  being  re-united  tQ 
their  immortal  fpirits,  they  ihall  live  for  ever,  to  ex- 
perience the  truth  of  what  Jefus  Chrift  hath  ai&rmed, 
^  He  that  fliall  lofe  his  life,  (hall  preferve  it  f ;'  an4 
be  exalted,  through  eternity,  tQ  endlefs  joys  an4 
pleafures. 

My  dead  bodyjhall  ihey  arife^    The  church  is  ofte^ 
fpoken  of  in  fcripture  as  a  body,  on  account  of  the 
intimate  connection  fubfifting  among  all  the  member^ 
of  which  it  is  compofed,  and  their  reciprocal  io* 
fiuence  upon  each  other.   They  are  emphatically  faid 
to  be  tl^e  body  of  Chrifl,  becaufe  of  the  wonderful 
union  of  all  the  members  to  him  as  their  Head, 
the  vital  influence  they  derive  from  him,  and  hi^ 
tender  fympathy  with  them  in  ev^  circumftance. 
This  body  is  here  affirmed  to  be  dead,  becaufe,  at  the 
time  referred  to,  they  .were  a$  dead  perfons,  concern- 
ing whom  there  is  no  hope  that  they  (hall  return,  an4 
live  again  in  this  prefent  (late.    Depreifed  by  the 
power  of  their  perfecutors,  they  were  prevented  from 
a£tively  doing  good,  and  difabled  from  extricating 
themfelve^  out  of  the  calamitous  condition  to  which 
they  were  reduced.    Their  ftate,  at  the  time  referred 
to,  was  truly  deplorable  and  hopeleff.    Involved  in 
complicated  diflrefs,  and  deprived  of  the  means  of 
fupport,  their  life  was  almoft  perifhed  from  the  earth, 

*  Luke  xz.  38.  f  Luke  xvii.  33. 
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and  feemed  to  be  nearly  eztinguifhed,  \i^hilft  little 
faope  of  reftoration  remained.  In  fuch  circumftances, 
we  cannot  be  furprifed,  that  the  church  fhould  have 
fpoken  of  themfelves  as  a  dead  body.  In  this  very^ 
humbling  and  afflided  condition,  they  promife  to 
themfelves  deliverance,  that  fhould  be  as  life  from 
the  dead. 

My  dead  bodyjhall  they  arife.  The  fcriptures  fpeak 
of  a  firft  and  figurative,  of  a  fecond  and  real  refur- 
redion.  In  the  firfl  and  metaphorical  refurredion, 
the  fouls  of  the  faithful,  by  divine  pawer  accompany- 
ing the  word  of  the  living  God,  and  the  effedual 
working  of  the  holy  Spirit,  are  raifed  from  fpiritual 
death,  to  the  enjoyment  of  a  rational  and  divine  life^ 
in  which  they  maintain  communion  with  God,  and 
are  employed  in  advancing  his  glory,  their  own  falva- 
tion,  and  the  good  of  mankind.  And  as  this  fpiritual 
life  is  ezpofed  to  many  injuries,  which  interrupt  or 
retard  its  e:sercife,  and  weaken  its  influence,  its  reflo* 
ration  from  languor  and  imbecility,  to  vigour  and  ac*^ 
tivity,  in  performing  its  proper  funftions,  is  likewife 
exprejBTed,  by  their  being  quickened  and  raifed  ^.  By 
the  fecond  and  real  refurreftion,  their  bodies  fhall  be 
raifed  front  the  duft  at  the  end  of  the  world,  and  be 
re-united  to  their  fouls  by  divine  power,  that  they  may 
for  ever  participate  of  the  heavenly  glory  that  is  pro«> 
mifed  to « the  righteous.  In  both  fenfes,  the  afilided, 
chi)rcb  of  God  fhall  be  raifed,  according  to  the  i^ord^s 
before  us,  which,  while  they  depidt  one  event,  de* 
fcribe  another ;  and  they  who  attentively  read  what 
is  faid  of  the  type,  will  have  their  thoughts,  naturally 
led  forward  to  the  antitype.  Many  inflances  occur 
in  fcripture  of  the  truth  0/  this  remark.  )n  the  pre- 
didions  relating  to  the  deftrudion  of  the  hypocritical 
ai^d  perfidious  among  the  Jewifh  people,  the  punifh- 
meats  to  be  inflidted  upon  them  are  fo  exprefled,  as 
to  give  a  flriking  reprefentation  of  the  judgments  tQ 

*  Pfal.  cxU.  8?. 
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be  executed  on  the  wicked  at  the  laft  day*.  Thus 
alfo,  in  the  prophecies  refped^ing  the  flounfliing  ftate 
of  the  church  of  Jefus  Chrift,  the  language  is  fo.  ar- 
ranged, as  to  exhibit  a  lively  view  of  the  heavenly 
glory  in  its  amplitude  and  magnificence  f.  In  like 
manner,  when  the  prophets  foretold  the  myftical  refur-^ 
redion  of  the  people  of  God,  they  were  direded,  by 
the  holy  Spirit,  fo  to  exprefs  the  fubjed,  as  to  include 
the  fecond  refurredion,  of  which  it  is  the  figure  and 
^  emblem  {•  Hence  it  appears,  that  prophecy  frequently 
takes  in  at  once,  different. events,  diuindl  both  in  iia« 
ture  and  time,  whilft  it  purfues  the  extreme  and  prin* 
cipal  defign  through  its  feveral  gradations.  For  thig 
reafon,  it  chiefly  employs  general  ideas,  which  are 
capable  of  comprehending  the  whole  fcope  of  the  di- 
vine counfels,  of  accompanying  the  particular  pro- 
greffions  of  circumftances,  fituations,  and  events,  and 
of  being  eafily  applied  to  intermediate  relations  and 
ends.  .  Thefe  remarks  may  aifift  us  in  underftanding 
the  palTage  now  under  confideration,  where  the 
church,  in  a  decayed,  dejeded,  and  difperfed  (rondi- 
tion,  exprefs  their  hopes,  that  they  {hall  rife  from  un* 
der  oppreflion,  affliftion,  and  perfecution,  and  be  hap* 
pily  elevated  to  a  profperous  and  comfortable  ftate ; 
whilft,  at  the  lame  time,  they  declare  their  expeAa- 
tion,  that  thdr  dead  bodies  (hall  be  raifed  from  the 
earth  at  tht  refurreftion  of  the  juft.  This  predidion 
received  a  partial  fulfilment  in  the  Jewiih  church,  af- 
ter having  been  almoft  confumed  in  the  days  of  An- 
tiochus,  king  of  Syria :  and  again,  in  the  Chriftian 
church,  at  the  time  of  the  glorious  Reformation,  in 
the  fixteenth  century ;  a  moft  illuftrious  period  in- 
deed, to  which  we  look  back  with  gratitude  and  plea- 
fure.——— Though  the  church  may  feem  to  refemble 
the  condition  of  a  dead  body,  let  us  not  defpond,  lay- 
ing. Our  hope  is  perifhed  from  the  Lord :  but  rather 
let  us  adopt  the  animating  words  before  us.  My  dead 

•  Sec  pfaL  L        f  RcT.  vii.  9,  10.        t  IJ*a  ^tii.  et/tf* 
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body  ihall  arife*  The  Spirit  of  God  (hall  yet  enter 
into  them,  and  they  (hall  live,  and  flottrifli,  and  bring 
forth  fruit  abundantly.  The  church  ftandeth  by  the 
grace,  the  power,  and  the  promife  of  Jehovah ;  and 
therefore,  though  they  may  be  opprefiiid  for  a  (eafon^ 
they  (hall  be  revived  j  though  they  feem  to  be  dead, 
they  (hall  arife. 

Awake  andjing^  ye  that  dwell  in  duji.  The  upright 
fervants  of  God,  rapt  into  ecftacy,  in  the  delight* 
ivX  profped  of  the  future  ddiverance  of  the  church, 
and  unable  fully  to  exprefs  the  joy  which  they  felt, 
call  upon  thofe  who  had  laid  down  their  lives  m  the 
caufe  of  God,  as  if  perfonally  prefent,  to  leave  their 
graves,  and  to  unite  in  celebrating  the  falvation  that 

Jehovah  had  wrought  for  them. ^The  perfons  ad- 

dreflfed,  are  thofe  that  dwell  in  duft.  The  expreflion 
plainly  intimates,  that  they  confidered  the  death  of 
the  godly  as  a  fleep,  in  which  they  reft  from  their  la- 
bours, in  the  hope  of  a  joyful  refurre&ion.  In  this 
view,  our  prophet  thus  reprefents  the  ftate  of  the 
righteous  after  death :  ^  He  (hall  enter  into  peace : 
^  they  (hall  reft  in  their  beds,  each  one  walking  ia 
^  his  uprightnefs  *•'  In  like  manner,  our  Lord  ^us 
Chrift  fpake  of  it,  when  he  faid  to  his  difciples, 

*  Lazarus,  our  friend,  (leepeth ;  but  I  go  that  I  may 

*  awake  him  out  of.  fleep  f .'  The  fervants  of  God, 
who  are  dead,  are  only  fallen  afleep  in  Jefus.  There 
is  a  ftriking  contraft  between  the  condition  of  thofe 
who  are  here  called  upon,  and  that  of  the  enemies  of 
the  people  of  God,  mentioned  in  ver.  5.  who  are  £ud 
to  dwell  on  high,  enjoying  dignity  and  fecurity,  proudly 
elated  with  their  glory ;  whereas  thofe  who  are  here 
addre(red,  were  in  a  ftate  of  depreffion,  afflidion,  vea, 
in  danger  of  death,  or  really  dead.  The  circum(tan- 
ces  of  both  were  to  be  reverfed.  Thofe  who  dwelt 
on  high  were  to  be  degraded,  and  their  lofty  city  was 
to  be  laid  low,  even  to  the  ground ;  whereas  thofe 

*  Ifaiah  Ivii  x.  f  John  xi.  lU 
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viho  dwelt  in  the  duft,  and  were  trampled  upon  by 
their  enemies,  were  invited  to  arife,  that  they  might 
fing  and  triumph,  on  account  of  the  vidory  they  ob- 
tained. Ye  who  have  been  reduced  to  the  lowed  and 
mofl:  deplorable  circumftances,  who  abide  in  the  re- 
gion and  (hadow  of  death ;  ye  whofe  bodies^  have  had 
their  habitation  in  the  duft,  for  whom  no  .power  left 
than  omnipotence  can  work  deliverance — ^to  you  we 
fay:  ' 

.  Awake  and  fing.  Similar  calls  with  this,  are^di- 
re£led,  in  the  word  of  God,  to  thofe  who  are  moft 
unlikely  to  obey  them^  *  Awake  (faith  the  apoftle 
^  Paul)  thou  that  fleepeft,  and  arife  from  the  dead, 
^  and  Chrift  (hall  give  thee  light  *C  Such  animating 
invitations  are  often  accompanied  with  divine  power, 
and  prove  the  happy  means  of  conveying  that  ability 
which  is  necefTary  to  comply  with  them^  Thofe  who 
dwell  in  the  duft,  are  called  upon  with  as  great  pro- 
priety, to  awake  and  iing,  as  the  trees  of  the  field  are 
required,  to  rejoice  and  fing*  Neither  are  expeded 
actually  to  obey  the  fummons :  which  is  frequently 
given,  to  intimate  the  very  ftrong  emotions  (^  joy 
felt  by  thofe  who  thus  exprefled  themfelves;  and 
their  confidence,  that  had  inanimate  creatures  been 
capable,  they  would  not  have  declined  the  invitation. 
Ye  whofe  powers  and  faculties  have  for  fome  time 
been  fufpended  from  their  proper  employment,  and 
who  have  remained  unaffefted  with  thofe  objeds 
which  produce  fenfations  of  pleafure  or  pain,  anvake 
and  fing.  Shake  off  your  indolence:  put  on  your 
beautiful  garments :  and  utter  fohgs  of  praife  unto 
him  who  raifeth  the  poor  out  of  the  duft,  and  the 
needy  from  the  dunghil  f ;  who  hath  redeemed  his 
people  by  a  ftrong  hand,  and  who  will  ranfom  them 
from  the  grave,  by  the  exceeding  greatnefs  of  hi^ 
mighty  power.  Arife  and  fhine,  for  your  light  is 
come,  and  -the  glory  of  the  Lord  is  rifen  upon 

■ 

•  Eph;  ▼.  14,  f  PfaL  cxiii,  7. 
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you.  Be  awakened  by  thefe  repeated  calls,  to  cele* 
^rate  the  praifes  of  the  Lord  our  God.  I  conclude 
this  article  in  the  words  of  the  learned  Dr.  Lowth, 
in  his  Note  upon  this  verfe :  '*  The  deliverance  of 
the  people  of  God,  from  a  ftate  of  the  loweft  de- 
prefikm,  is  explained  by  images  plainly  taken  from 
^^  the  refurre&ion  of  the  dead.  In  the  fame  manner, 
*^  the  prophet  Ezeklel  reprefents  the  reftoration  of 
^  the  Jewi(h  nation,  from  a  ftate  of  utter  difToludon, 
^  bv  the  reftoring  of  dry  bones  to  life,  exhibited  to 
^  him  in  a  vilioh,  chap,  xxxvii.  which  is  directly  thus 
*^  applied  and  explained,  ver.  1 1,  12,  13.  It  appears 
^'  from  hence,  that  the  do£lrine  of  the  refurredion 
^  from  the  dead,  was,  at  that  time,  a  popular  and 
^^  cpmmon  do&rine ;  for  an  image  which  is  aflumed 
^*  in  order  to  expreis  or  reprefent  any  thing  in  the 
'^  way  of  allegory  or  metaphor,  whether  poetical  or 
^  prophetical,  rauft  be  an  image  commonly  known 
^  and  underftood,  otherwife  it  will  not  anfwer  the. 
•*  purpofe  for  which  it  is  affumed  *." 

For  thy  dew  is  as  the  dew  of  herbs.  Dew,  you 
know,  is  a  fort  of  mift  or  fmall  rain,  that  cometh 
down  from  heaven,  and  falling  gently  upon  the 
earth,  renders  it  moift  and  fruitful.  It  is  therefore 
jaftly  confidered  as  a  great  bleffing.  By  the  dew  of 
God,  is  here  meant,  the  quickening  refrefliing  in- 
fluences of  the  holy  Spirit,  whereby  his  word  and 
providence  are  rendered  efFedual  for  promoting  the 
growth  and  fruitfulnefs  of  his  people.  With  peculiar 
propriety  and  beauty  is  this  fpiritual  dew  compared 
to  the  dew  of  herbs,  which  cometh  down  from  hea- 
ven, and  is  not  the  effecl  of  human  art,  but  of  divine 
goodnefs.  In  like  manner,  the  dew  of  the  divine 
bleffing,  that  falleth  upon  the  church,  does  not  pro- 
ceed from  created  power,  but  from  the  infinite  mercy 
of  the  benevolent  Author  of  every  good  and  per- 
fed  gift.— The  dew  falleth  imperceptibly  upon 

*  Dr.  Lowth's  Notes  on  Ifalah,  p.  144. 
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the  herbs,  which  it  waters,  and  is  not  feen,  while  it 
defcendeth  like  the  great  rain  of  God*s  ftrength :  (o 
the  benign  influences  of  the  Holy  Ghoft  are  commu- 
nicated to  men,  not  with  obfervation,  as  our  Lord 
fays  of  the  coming  of  the  kingdom  of  heaven ;  they 
are  fecretly  and  inviiibly  conveyed  into  the  heart, 
where  they  produce  mod  important  confequences. — 
The  dew  defcends  very  feafonably  upon  the  herbs  and 
fruits  of  the  earth,  in  warm  dry  weather,  when  it  is 
moft  wanted.  Thus  opportunely  is  the  holy  Spirit 
given  unto  men,  when  they  (land  moft  in  need  of  his 
afliftance :  in  feafons  wherein  iniquity  abounds,  and 
the  love  of  many  hath  become  languid ;  when  perfe- 
cution  is  hotteft,  diftrefs  greateft,  and  neceffities.  moft 
urgent.— —^The  dew  falls  very  plentifully  upon  the 
herbage  in  the  fields,  and  abundantly  waters  them. 
In  like  manner,  the  refrefhing  influences  of  the  Holy 
Ghofl  are  copioufly  imparted  to  the  people  of  God : 
on  whom  they  are  elfewhere  faid  to  be  poured  out  as 
water,  according  to  the  riches  of  his  grace,  and  their 
various  exigencies. 

Farther,  to  juftify  the  comparifon  here  ftated, 
which  is  the  mod  apt  and  beautiful  that  can  be  ima- 
gined, let  us  trace  the  refemblance,  not  only  in  the 
manner  of  communication,  but  likewife  in  the  falu- 

tary  efFefls  with  which  they  are  accompanied. 

By  the  dew,  the  ground  is  moifl:ened,  the  herbs  are 
refreftied  ;  and  to  its  eflicacy  is  attributed,  the  beauty 
of  the  lily,  the  growth  of  the  cedar,  and  the  revival 
of  the  corns.  Similar  happy  eflFeds  are  produced  in 
the  church,  by  the  celeftial  dew  that  defcendeth  upon 
the  fouls  of  men,  whereby  every  divine  grace  is  re* 
freflied  and  invigorated,  and  holy  obedience  is  quick- 
ened and  cherifhed. As  the  dew  nouriflies  the 

herbage,  and  renders  the  fruits  of  the  earth  richer 
and  more  luxuriant,  fo  the  divine  influences  of  the 
holy  Spirit  meliorate  and  increafe  the  precious  fhuts 
of  righteoufnefs  put  forth  by  the  people  of  God, 
who  are  thereby  greatly  ftrengthened  for  doing  good, 

and 
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and  bearing  aflUdion. ^The  dew  beautifies  and 

embelliihes  the  herbs  and  fruits  upon  which  it  fatls» 
and  gives  them  an  exquifitely  fine  appearance  in  a 
clear  fummer-moming.  In  like  manner,  the  dew  of 
God's  bleffing  gives  luftre  and  comelinefs  to  his 
faints :  it  clothes  theyn  with  fimplicity  and  fincerity ; 
it  adorns  them  with  humility  and  love;  and  dii^ofes 
them  to  follow  whatfoever  things  are  lovely,  virtuous, 
and  praife-worthy.-*— Once  more,  .the  dew  fru&ifies 
the  earth,  and  renders  it  fertile,  in  producing  bread 
for  the  ufe  of  man,  and  wJne  that  cheereth  his  heart : 
fo  the  Spirit  and  blefling  of  God  renders  thofe  to 
whom  they  are  conveyed,  fruitful  in  every  grace,  and 
every  good  work;  and  caufes  them  to  abound  in 
thofe  excellent  fruits  whereby  their  heavenly  Father 
is  glorified.  On  thefe,  and  other  accounts,  the  dew 
that  falleth  upon  the  inheritance  of  the  Lord,  re- 
fembles  the  dew  that  cometh  down  upon  the  herbs  of 
the  field.  Be  thou,  O  Lord !  as  thou  baft  promifed^ 
as  the  dew  unto  thy  people  Ifrael. 

And  the  earth  Jhall  caji  out  the  dead.  There  is  a 
peculiar  elegance  in  thefe  forcible  words,  which  may 
either  relate  to  a  figurative  fpiritual  refurre6tion, 
whereby  the  church  is  delivered  from  a  deprefled 
afflided  condition ;  or  to  a  literal  corporal  refurrec- 
tion,  whereby  they  (hall  be  refcued  from  the  power 
of  death  and  the  grave  at  the  laft  day.  If  the  ex* 
preflion  is  interpreted  in  the  former  fenfe,  it  imports, 
that  thofe  who  were  fpiritually  dead,  and  oiFenfive  to 
good  men,  (hould  be  expelled  from  the  land  of  Ca- 
naan, in  which  they  had  their  fixed  refidence :  if  in 
the  latter,  it  intimates,  that  the  earth,  which  contains 
in  its  bowels  the  dead  bodies  of  God's  people,  (hould 
thruft  them  forth,  at  the  divine  command,  in  the 
morning  of  the  refurredion,  when  the  earth  and  the 
fea  (hall  deliver  up  the  dead  that  are  in  them.  Both 
the  prophecies  and  promifes  of  God  encourage  us  to 
cheri(h  this  blefled  hope,  which,  in  due  time,  (hall 
certainly  be  accomplifiied.    As  the  earth,  moiftened 

by 
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by  the  dew  of  heaven,  brings  forth  abundance  of 
herbs  for  the  ufe  of  man,  fo  when  the  influences  of 
the  holy  Spirit  defcend  upon  its  inhabitants,  it  fhall 
caft  forth  the  dead  in  great  numbers,  who  ffaall  fpring 
up,  and  fhine  forth  in  all  the  beauties  of  holinefs : 
and,  at  the  confummation  of  all  things,  by  the  quick<». 
ening  Spirit  of  God,  which  dwelletb  in  them,  the 
£iints  fhall  be  raifed  from  their  graves,  to  enjoy  eter- 
nal life.  According  to  the  inraltible  declaration  of 
the  £uthful  and  true  Witnefs,  *  The  hour  is  coming, 
^  in  the  which  all  that  aro*in  the  graves  fiisdi  bear  his 
^  voice,  and  fhall  come  forth,  they  that  have  done 
'  good,  unto  the  x^rredion  of  fife ;  and  they  that 
^  have  done  evil,  unto  the  refurredion  of  damna* 

^'  tion  *.' ^This  prediction  was  remarkably  fulfilled 

in  the  time  of  the  Maccabees,  under  the  Old  Tefta*^ 
ment ;  again,  under  the  New  Teflament,  when  the 
chnrch  was  delivered  from  fevere  afHidion,  and 
deadly  oppreflion :  and  we  flill  look  for  its  more  full 
accomplifhment^  in  times  that  are  yet  future. 

20  1[  Come,  my  people,  enter  thou  into  thy 
chambers,  and  (hut  thy  doors  aboujt  thee :  hide 
thyfelf  as  it  were  for  a  little  moment,  until  the 
indignation  be  overpaft. 

To  the  foregoing  beautiful  fong  of  mercy  zvd 
judgment,  our  prophet  fubjoins  ihe  epilogue,  con- 
tained in  this  and  the  following  verfe ;  in  which, 
fpeaking  in  the  name  of  God,  he  confirms  the  hopes 
exprefled  by  the  faithful.  He  admonifhes  them,  to 
keep  themfelves  concealed,  during  the  terrible  ftorm 
of  perfecution  that  was  to  arife,  by  wh^^h  God  in- 
tended to  prove  and  purify  his  church,  until  the  pro- 
mifed  deliverance  fhoufd  be  accomplifhed,  and  divine 
vengeance. executed  upon  their  enemies. ^The  in- 
vitation is  direded  to  the  people  of  God:    Come^ 

*.  John  V.  281  2(). 
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t^ people;  with  whom  t  am  intimately  comieded,*  who 
are  in  a  peculiar  manner  my  property^  whom  I  have 
chofen  for  my  heritage,  over  whom  I  exercife  gra« 
cious  authority,  in  whofe  welfare  I  am  deeply  inte- 
refted,  and  for  whofe  happinefs  I  difcover  the  moft 
tender  concern :  you  who  are  mine,  by  the  ftrong 
lies  of  duty  and  gradtude,  and  who  have  confecrated 
yourfelves  to  my  honour  and  fervice.  To  fuch,  Gody 
by  the  prophet,  addrefleth  himfelf  in  the  mofl  affec- 
tionate manner.  He  doth  not  command  them,  with 
ftem  authority,  to  depart ;  but,  with  inexpreilible  con- 
defceniion  and  kindnefs,  he  counfels  them  to  come, 
to  lay  afide  their  former  eftrangement,  and  to  ap«' 
proach  him  with  their  whole  hearts,  in  the  exercife 
of  humble  dependence  and  unfufpeding  confidence. 
Upon  their  dutiful  compliance  with  his  juft  demand, 
iieaflures  them,  that  he  will  go  before  them,  and 
guide  them  in  the  way,  with,  his  eye  fixed  upon 
diem ;  that  his  prefence  (hall  attend  them,  and  he 
will  give  them  reft. 

Enter  fbou  into  tby  chambers.  Chambers  are  in- 
tended^ either  for  retirement,  devotion,  or  &fety ;  and 
for  one  or  all  of  thefe  purpofes,  the  people  of  God 

might  be  direded  to  repair  to  them. ^Enter  into 

the  fecret  chambers  of  your  houfes,  and  there  contemn 
plate  the  glorious  attributes  of  Jehovah,  the  aftoni(h«- 
mg  wonders  he  hath  wrought  in  favour  of  his  church ; 
meditate  upon  the  holy  icriptures,  and  the  promifes 
made  unto  the  fathers ;  employ  yourfelves  in  comn 
muning^with  your  hearts ;  and,  in  the  exercife  of  faith 
and  hope,  patience  and  refignation,  commit  your- 
felves to  the  care  and  prote&on  of  the  Keeper  of 

Ifrael. ^Enter  into  the  &cred  chambers  of  the  fanc- 

tuary,  where  the  King  of  glory  entertains  his  fervants ' 
with  the  difplays  of  his  mercy,  and  the  fruits  of  his 
loving-kindnefs  ^  where  he  vouchfafes  to  converfe 
with  them,  and  they  prefent  their  fupplications  before 
him,  and  receive  inftrudion,  afliftance,  and  comfort 
from  him,  according  to  their  neceflities.    There  you 

Vol.  IL  3  N  may 
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may  get  your  ftrength  renewed,  your  wants  fupplied» 
your  doubts  refolved,  your  fpiritual  diftempers  cured ; 
you  may  difcover  the  deligns  of  his  providential  dif- 
penfaiions  toward  you,  and  reverently  inquire  into 
his  good  and  acceptable  will  concerning  you«  i.  Fnter 
into  the  inner  chambers  of  fafety,  in  the  ftrong  holds 
and  fortrefles  to  which  you  have  accefs,  where,  you 
hope  to  enjoy  defence  from  your  enemies.  Remem* 
ber  efpecially,  that  the  name  of  the  Lord  is  a  ftrong 
tower,  to  which  the  righteous  run,  and  are  lafe« 
When  all  refuge  faileth,  do  you,  after  the  esrample  of 
the  patriarch  David,  flee  unto  him  ter  hide  you.  In 
his  confummate  goodnefs,  you  (hall  find  moft  defir* 
able  relief:  his  mercy  fliall  compafs  you  about  as  a 
fhield ;  from  his  vidfdom,  you  fhall  receive  diredion 
;&md  fafe-condu& ;  by  his  power,  you  (hall  be  preferved 
from  evil,  and  kept  as  in  a  garrifon.  In  his  faithful 
promifes,  whkh  are  perfe&ly  fuited  to  your  varioos 
circumftances,  you  fliall  find  ihelter  and  comfort  in 
every  ftorm ;  and,  in  his  watchful  providence,  which 
is  employed  in  executing  his  purpofeis  of  grace  and 
mercy  toward  his  church,  you  fhall  enjoy  never-failing 
protection. 

To  enter  into  thefe  chambers,  for  the  purpofcs 
mentioned,  fuppofes,  that  we  have  free  accefs  to 
them ;  that  the  doors  are  open  to  give  us  admiflion : 
it  includes,  the  exercife  of  tervent  pratyer,  for  defence 
and  fafety ;  lively  faith  in  the  mercy  and  power  of 
Jehovah,  to  preferve  us  from  evil ;  and  is  accompa- 
nied with  the  diligent  performance  of  duty,  whereby 
our  claim  to  the  divine  favour,  and  the  promife  of 
deliverance,  is  afcertained.  In  few  words,  it  is  to 
renounce  dependence  on  every  other  refuge,  in  which 
men  are  apt  to  feek  fof*  fhelter ;  and,  placing  our  tnift 
in  God  alone,  to  have  recourfe  to  him  in  every  dan- 
ger, as  our  dwelling-place,  and  to  repofe  ourfelves 
under  the  fhadow  of  the  Almighty.  It  is  to  retire 
into  thefe  chambers,  even  as  Noah  went  into  the 
ark,  by  which  he  was  faved  from  impending  calami- 
ty; 
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ty ;  and  as  Elijah,  the  prophet,  reforted  to  the  pri- 
vate place,  befide  the  brook  Cheritji,  where  he  hid 
hirafelf,  and  tras  miraculoyfly  fuftained.  Having  got 
into  this  fan&uary  and  refuge,  we  muft  keep  within 
it,  as  did  the  Ifraelites  within -their  houfes,  when  the 
deftroying  angel  went  through  the  land  of  Egypt. — 
The  people  of  God,  having  entered  their  chambers, 
are  directed  to  Jhut  the  doors  about  them;  in  allufiob 
to  what  perfons  do.  when  they  are  apprehenfive  of 
difturbance  or  danger,  from  thofe  who  wifh  to  do 
them  nufchief,  or  when  they  retire  for  the  purpofes' 
of  devotion.  The  fervants  of  God  are,  in  Uke  man- 
ner, required  to  fhut  the  doors  behind  them ;  to  ex- 
clude from  thdr  minds  vain  reafonings,  carnal  affbc- , 
tions,  and  anxious  cares  about  worldly  enjoyments, 
which  might  vex  and  difquiet  them,  that  they  may 
entirely  confecrate  their  time  to  meditation,  devotion, 
and  confidence  in  God,  in  patient  expe^tion  of  his 

feafonable  appearance  in  their  behalf. ^This  advice 

clearly  poinds  put,  what  ought  to  be  our  employment 
in  every  feafon  of  danger*  Come,  my  people,  enter 
into  thy  chambers,  ^c;  think  of  God's  mercies,  fup- 
plicate  his  prefence  and  protedipn,  rely  upon  his 
power  and  faithfulnefs.  Exclude  every  thing  that 
might  give  you  uneafmefs,  commit  yourfelves  wholly 
to  him,  and  cleave  unto  the  Lord  with  purpofe  of 
heart ;  and  no  enemy  fiiall  terrify  you,  no  fuffering 
ihall  difconcert  you,  no  evil  (hall  deRroy  you.-  *  Many 
'  are  the  aiSidions  of.  the  righteous,  but  the  iiord 
*  deliveret)i  them  out  of  them  all  ♦/ 

Hide  thyfelfas  it  were  for  a  little  momenP.  When  a 
perfon,  in  imminent  danger  of  falling  into  the  hands 
of  his  enemies,  retreats  into  his  chamber,  and  fhuts 
the  door,  he  ftill  finds,  that  even  there  he  mav  be 
much  annoyed ;  he  therefore  hides  himfelf  in  fome 
(Irong  or  lecret  place,  where  he  expeds  to  enjoy 
fafety  and  comfort.    This  is  the  very  courfe  which 

*  Pfal.  xxxiv.  19) 

the 
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the  people  of  God  are  advifed  to  foHow.  If  there  he 
any  particular  place,  any  divine  perfe&ibn,  any  pre- 
cious promife,  or  wonderful  providence  of  God,  that 
you  reckon  well-adapted  to  give  yon  tranquillity  and 
confolation  in  the  time  of  danger  and  diilrefs^  you 
are  invited  to  refort  thither.  This  prudent  meafure 
vas  taken  by  the  king  of  Ifrael,  as  we  learn  from 
Flal.  cxliii./  Deliver  me,  O  Lord  (faid  hcX  ^^^ 
^  mine  enemies :  I  flee  unto  thee  to  hide  me/' 
The  feafon  mentioned  for  this  purpofe,  is  very  fliort, 
for  a  little  moment.  A  moment,  or  the  twinkling  of 
an  eye,  is  the  fhorteft  fpace  of  time  of  which  we  can 
form  any  juft  conception.  The  word  cannot  here  be 
underftood  in  its  ftrift  and  jH'oper  fenfe ;  and  thaFC* 
fore  mud  be  explained  with  fome  latitude,  as  denot- 
ing, a  confiderable,  though  comparatively  a  fliort  fpace 
of  time.  In  this  extenfive  meaning,  it  is  ufed  by 
Ezra  the  fcribe,  in  his  prayer  to  God,  where  he  thus 
fpeaks :   '  And  now  for  a  moment  (or  for  a  litde 

*  fpace)  grace  hath  been  (hewed  from  the  Lord  our 

*  God  *'•'  In  the  fame  fenfe,  the  expreffion  is  ufed  in 
other  paiTages  of  fcripture :  ^  Sing  unto  ihe  Lord 
^  (faith  the  p&lmift),  for  his  anger  endureth  but  a  mo- 
^  .mentf.'  And  in  this  prophecy,  ^  For  a  finall  mo- 
^  ment  nave  I  forfaken  thee,  but  ;with  great  mercies 
^  will  I  gather  thee,  faith  the  Lord  thy  Redeemer  \! 
The  afflidtions  of  the  people  of  God,  when  properly 
confidered,  are  of  very  (hort  continuance,  as  the 
apoftle  Paul  acknowledgeth,  in  thefe  remarkable 
words :  '  For  our  light  affli&ion,  which  \s  but  for  a 
^  moment,  worketh  for  us  a  far  more  exceeding  and 
^  eternal  weight  of  gjory  ||.*^  He  forms  a  beautiful 
contrafl:  between  the  affliftion  and  the  glory  of  the 
faints :  the  fdrmer,  he  afGrms,  is  light  and  momen- 
tary ;  the  latter,  he  declares,  is  weighty  and  eter- 
nal.——For  no  more  than  a  fhort  period,,  therefore, 

*  Ezra  ix.  8.  f  Md-  ««•  5-  X  I&iah  Uv.  7. 

I  a  Cor.  !▼•  17, 

are 
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are  they  required  to  hide  themfislves,  ^ich  k  tiert 
limited,  until  the  indignation  be  werpajl;  until  the 
rage  and  fury  of  their  adverfaries  ihall  be  exhaaft«r 
ed ;  until  the  furious  ilorm  of  divine  wrath,  which 
was  to  blow  upon  their  malicious  perfecutors,  (hail 
have  buried  them  in  ruins.  Whilft  divine  indignap 
tion,  like  a  tempeft,  beat  upon  them  with  unrelenting 
vehemence,  how  tranquil,  happy,  and  comfortable, 
were  the  fervants  of  the  Moft  High,  in  the  chambers 

to  which  they  retreated ! ^In  the  review  of  this  de» 

lightful  fiibjed,  we  may  juftly  exclaim,  ^  O  how  great 
^  is  thy  goodnefs,  which  thou  haft  laid  up  for  them 
^  that  fear  thee ;  which  thou  haft  wrought  for  them 
'  that  truft  !n  thee,  before  the  fons  of  men !  Thou 
^  (halt  hide  them  in  the  fecret  of  thy  prefence  from 
*  the  pride  of  man :  thou  (halt  keep  theoi  fecretly  in 
'  a  pavilion  from  the  ftrife  of  tongues.  BleiTed  be 
'  the  Lord ;  for  he  hath  ihewed  me  his  marvellous 
^  kindneis,  in  a  ftrong  city  *"•' 

a  I  For  behold,  the  Lord  cometh  out  of  his 
jplace  to  punifh  the  inhabitants  of  the  earth  for 
their  iniquity :  the  earth  alfo  Ihall  difclofe  her 
blood,  and  fhall  no  more  cover  her  (lain. 

The  reafon  is  here  fubjoined  upon  which  the  pre- 
ceding admonition  is  founded.  The  godly  ought  to 
wait  with  hope  and  patience,  until  the  indignation  be 
overpaft,  and  Jehovah  come  forth  to  avenge  his  own 
injured  honour,  and  the-wrongs  done  to  his  people.-— 
In  the  words  before  us,  there  is  an  obvious  alluAon 
to  a  prince,  IMiofe  proper  place  of  refidence  is  his 
palace,  frooi  whence,  at  certain  times,  he  makes  ex- 
curfions,  in  order  to  infpe£t  the  ftate  of  his  kingdom^ 
to  examine  into  the  condud  of  his  fubje^ks,  and  to 
difpenfe  among  them  rewards  and  punifhments  ac- 
cording to  their  delerts.  In  reference  to  this  pra&ice, 

*  PiaL  xxxi.  19,  20,  21. 

the 
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the  Lord  is  faid  to  come  out  of  his  place.  The  hea« 
ven  of  heavens  is  his  habitation,  where  he  refides 
amidft  ineffable  fplendor,  and  nvuiifefts  his  power 
and  glory,  his  grace  and  goodneft,  to  ten  thouland 
times  ten  thoufand  celeftial  worihippers.  Hence  the 
reply  of  the  church  to  the.  inquiry  of  the  Heathen : 
^  Where  is  now  your  God  i   Qur  God  (faid  they) 

*  is  in  the  heavens,  he  hath  done  whatfoever  pkafed 
^  him  *.  ■  ■  From  this  holy  place,  the  Lord  is  iaid  to 
come  forth  to  give  glorious  demonftrations  of  his 
mercy,  in  preferving  and  bleffing  his  people;  and 
rich  difplays  of  his  righteoufnefs,  when  he  proceeds 
U  punijh  the  inbabitants  of  the  earth  for  their  iniquity^ 
The  perfons  here  intended,  are  doi^tlefs  the  enemies 
of  the  church;  and  the  iniquity  which  God  was 
about  to,  puniih,  was  their  treachery  and  peffidy, 
their  barbarity  and  cruelty,  exerdfed  toward  his 
fervants.  Such  hemous  tranfgreffions  he  would  not 
fuffer  to  piafs  without  juft  retribution.  Indeed,  there 
is  hardly  any  one  truth  more  frequently  repeated  in 
fcripture,  than  God's  determined  purpofe  to  puniih 
the  workers  of  iniquity.  ^  Though  hand  join  in 
^  hand,  the  wicked  (hall  not  pafs  uppunifhedf.  They 
^  (hall  bear  the  puniihment  of  their  iniquity,  in  whoip 

*  is  fin  !•'  But  I  fuppofe  that  it  is  unnecefl^ry  to. 
multiply  proofs  of  a  propofition,  which,  however 
little  confidered  as  it  ought,  cannot  be  controverted. 
How  often  doth  the  righteous  Governor  of  the  uni- 
verfe,  in  the  courfe  of  his  providence,  inflid  awfiil 
judgments  on  the  inhabitants  of  the  earth  fof  their 

fins  !*^ l4et  us  then  wifely  employ  the  teirors,  as 

well  as  the  mercies  of  the  Lord,  as  means,  to  preferve 
us.  from  the  pradice  of  that  iniquity,  which  expofes  ta 
puniihment  from  the  Almighty* 

The  earth  alfo  Jhall  dijclofe  her  bloody  and  Jhatt  m 
more  cover  herjlain.    The  blood  of  the  faints,  who 

•  PfaL  cxv.  39  3.  t  ProT.  xi.  2i.  %  Hofea  xii.  8. 

Marginal  tranflation. 

were 
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were  flain  for  the  teftimony  of  Jefos,  and  the  word  of 
Cod,  18  doubtlefs  the  blood  which  is  chiefly  intended. 
The  people  of  God,  the  meek,  the  innocent,  the  un- 
iarmed  followers  of  Jefus  Chrift,  who,  like  (heep, 
were  cruelly  put  to  death,  by  their  pdwerful  barba- 
rous perfecutors,  are  the  flain  which  fliall  be  difco- 
irered.  To  flied  innocent  bloody  is  unqueftionably  an 
enormous  crime ;  to  flied  innocent  blood  on  account 
of  religion,  is  ilill  greater  wickednefs :  but  to  murder 
the  fervants  of  the  living  God,  the  appointed  mini- 
ft^  of  his  church,  is  a  fpecies  of  barbarity  which  I 
have  not  a  name  to  exprefs.  This  atrocious  wicked- 
nefs,  this  wanton  cruelty,  hath  been  perpetrated  in 
almoft  every  age.  *  For  thy  fake,  O  Lord  (faid  his 
^  opprefled  people  in  ancient  times),  we  are  killed 
*  all  the  day  long ;  we  are  counted  as  fhecp  for  the 
'  flauffhter  :*  and  the  hiftory  of  the  church,  in  every 
period,  bears  teftimony,  that  this  hath  been  their 
condition  in  following  generations.  In  his  wonderful 
clemency  and  forbearance,  God  hath  fometimes  per- 
mitted thofe  bloody  fcenes,  which  have  been  aded  in 
diflferent  kingdoms,  to  pafs  for  a  time  unpuniflied,  as 
if  he  regajrded  them  not :  but  when  he  cometh  forth 
out  of  his  place  to  execute  vengeance  upon  the  ene- 
mies of  his  people,  who  have  (bed  the  blood  of  his 
fervants,  their  dreadful  cruelties  fliall  be  publiflied,  and 
terrible  punifliments  fliall  be  inflided  upon  them.  ■ 
This  predidion,  which  was  literally  fulfilled  in  the 
times  of  the  Maccabees,  hath  been  again  accomplifli- 
ed  in  feveral  ages  of  the  church ;  and  probably  fliall 
yet  be  verified  in  future  times,  when  God  fliall  ap- 
pear to  avenge  the  blood  of  his  faints,  that  hath  been 
poured  out  by  their  adverfaries.  And  at  the  final 
judgment,  all  the  wicked  anions  of  men,  which  they 
have  indu^rioufly  concealed,  fliail  be  brought  to  light, 

and  puniflied. ^In  this  proVe£^,  when  you  behold, 

or  hear  of  cruel  oppreflbrs,  violent  tyrants,  and  in- 
exorable conquerors,  injuring  and  perfecuting  good 
people,  recoUedt  the  certain  retribution  they  mall  re- 
ceive 
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ceive  from  God ;  and  let  this  confideration  compofe 
your  difturbed  minds.  There  is  no^  dzxknekj  or 
ihadov  of  death,  inhere  the  workers  of  iniquity  may 
hide  themfelYes :  though  they  endeavour  to  conceal 
their  crimes,  the  earth  will  difclofe  them.  As  the 
apoftle  Paul  obferved,  ^  Some  mens  fins  are  open  be- 

*  forehand,  going  before  to  judgment.    Mea  eafily 
,    fee  what  they  are,  and  judge  of  what  they  hapve  done. 

^  And  fome  men  they  follow  after :'  though  at  firft  they 
were  bid,  they  are  afterward  difcovered.  He  adds,  in 
the  next  verfe,  ^  Likewife  alfo  the  good  works  of 

*  fome  are  manifeft  beforehand,  and  they  that  are 

*  ofherwife  cannot  be  hid.'  Notwithftanding  the 
good  works  of  the  upright  are  not  prefemly  laid  open 
t6  view,  they  fhail  ere  long  be  fully  manxfefted. 
Neither  good  nor  bad  adions  (hall  long  remain  hid: 
for  according  to  the  words  of  Jefus  Chrift,  ^  There 
"^  is  nothing  covered,  that  IhaJi  not  be  revealed  j 

*  neither  hid,  that  fhall  not  be  known  *•' 

*  Luke  xii.  a« 
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^PRELIMINARY  OBSERVATIONS. 

OUR  iprophet,  having  finiflied  the  beautiful  fong 
of  tnumph,  recorded  in  the  foregoing  chapters, 
proceeds,  in  the  one  now  before  us,  to  conchide  his 
difcourfe,  by  more  fully  explaining  and  illuftrating 
the  &lutary  effeds  which  were  to  refult  to  the  people 
of  God  from  the  calamities  above  predided.  The 
awfiil  vengeance  which  God  was  to  execute  upon 
their  advenaries,  and  the  affli£lions  with  which  they 
themfelves  were  to  be  vifited,  (hould  be  accompanied 
with  the jricheft  difplays  of  the  peculiar  &vour,  and 
tender  care,  of  divine  providence  toward  them.  Un- 
der, the  direction  of  infinite  wifdom,  they  were  to  be- 
come fubfervient  for  promoting  their  purity  and  en- 
largement, for  delivering  them  from  idolatry  and  fu- 
perftition,  for  rendering  them  fruitful  in  every  good 
work^  for  increfiiuig  among  them  the  moft  amiable 
union  and  concord,  and  for  exciting  the  fervants  of 
God  to  zealous  adivity,  in  calling  thofe  who  were 

afar  off,  into  the  city  and  kingdom  of  Jehovah.- > 

The  portion  of  this  elegant  and  excellent  difcourfe, 
contaiined  in  this  chapter,  may  be  diftributed  into 
four  parts,  which  accurately  delineate  the  remarkable 
fortunes  of  the  futiire  times,  to  which  it  hath  a  di- 

te&  reference. ^The  deftru£Hon  of  the  kings  and 

princes  that  were  adverfe  to  the  people  of  God, 
ver.  I,  ■  The  eftablifhment  and  felicity  of  the 
church,  ,after  being  purified  from  corruption,  under 
the  peculiar  care  of  divine  providence,  ver.  2. — 5. 
The  progrefs  and  increafe  of  the  church,  through  the 
grace  and  favour  of  God,  after  the  overthrow  of  their 
enemies,  ver.  6. — 1 1.  The  colledion  of  the  eleft 
of  God  from  their  difperfions,  and  the  calling  of 
thofe  who  were  outcafts,  to  the  worfhip  of  Jehovah, 
axid  communion  with  the  citizens  of  Jerufalem.  In 
humble  dependence  upon  the  Father  of  lights,  for  di- 
redion  and  afilftance,  let  us  attentively  confider  thefe 
feveral  topics  which  are  here  treated  of* 

VOI..IL  3O  CHAP. 
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CHAP,  xxvir. 

» 

IN  that  day  the  Lord  with  his  fore  and  great 
and  ftroQg  fword  fhall  punifh  leviathan  the 
pierciAg  ferpent,  even  leviathan  that  crdoked 
ferpent,  and  he  fhall  flay  the  dragon  that  //  in 
the  fea.  ^ 

The  terrible  overthrow  of  thofe  formidable  poten- 
t&tes  and  princes,  who  were  inimical  to  the  people  of 
God,  is  here  foretold  in  allegorical  language.  Thia 
prediction  may  not  improperly  be  confidered  as  con^^ 
neded  with  the  preceding  triumphant  long,  and  might, 
perhapS)  with  propriety,  have  been  included  in  the 
foregoing  chapter.-^-^— The  awful  vifitation  foretold 
by  the  prophet,  is  limited  to  a  certain  period,  fiointed 
at  by  thefe  words.  In  that  day.  At,  or  foon  after^ 
the  time  wherein  God  fliall  come  iorih  to  puaiih  tha 
inhabitants  of  the  esirth  for  their  iniquity,  and  th^ 
earth  (hall  difclofe  her  blood,  he  will  accomphfli  this 
dreadful  threatening :  or,  perhaps,  this  prophecy  loay 
be  conneded  with  the  one  delivered,  chap,  zxiv*  2i* 
where  it  is  written,  that  *•  the  Lord  fhall  pvinifli  the 
*  hoft  of  the  high  ones  that  are  on  high»  and  the 
^  kings  of  the  earth  upon  the  earthu^ '  Two  fublime 
hymns  of  praife  having  been  fubjoined  to  the  predic- 
tions contained  in  that  chapter,  the  infpired  writer 
now  proceeds  to  relate  more  particularly.  Tome  extra- 
ordinary events,  which  were  to  happen  at  that  remart 
able  period  when  the  liberation  of  the  church  fiiould 
take  place,  and  divine  vengeance  be  executed  upon 
thofe  powerful  enemies  and  perfecutors  by  whom 
they  had  been  affli£ted« 

Three  terrible  voracious  animals  are  here  men* 
tioned ;  the  firft  of  which  is,  leviathan  the  pierdsg 
ferpent.  The  crocodile  is  probably  the  creature  in- 
tended by  this  defcription,  to  whom  it  may  be  very 
well  applied.     This  monfter,  which  lives  both  on 

land 


Ve%.  I.       PROPHECIES  OP  ISAIAH.         .  475 

land  and  in  water^  lies  frequently  about  the  river  Nile» 
in  Egypt ;  and  is  faid  to  have  been  feen  in  fome  places 
of  America.  It  meafures  from  about  fifteen  to  thirty 
feet  long.  It  has  about  fixty  joints  on  the  back, 
pdvered  with  a  certain  kind  of  bark  or  fhell,  fo  hard 
that  a  dart  or  fbear  cannot  penetrate  it.  Its  body  is 
fo  firm  and  ftiff,  that  it  cannot  eafily  turn  or  wind  it- 
felf,  even  when-^purfuing  its  prey ;  fo  that  the  eafieft 
way  of  efcaping  from  this  dangerous  creature^  is  by 
making  frequent  fhort  turns.  It  is  called  a  ferpent, 
becaufe  9f  the  (hortnefs  of  its  legs,  on  which  it  feems 
rather  to  creep  than  to  walk ;  and  it  is  diftinguifbed 
by  the  name  of  the  piercing  or  ftraight  ferpent,  be** 
caufe  it  does  not  roll  jtfelf  up  in  folds,  like  that  which 

is  next!  fpoken  of Leviathan  that  crooked  or  long 

ferpenU  which  is  flexible  and  winding,  eafily  coiling 
itfelf  up  \n  a  .circular  form.  Of  all  the  wild  and  dan** 
gerous  animals  that  are  hoftile  to  mankind,  this  is  the 
moft  terrible  and  hideous*  Many  things  have  been 
colle&ed  refpeding  this  creature  by  a  celebrated 
writer^,  fome  of  which  exceed  belief;  among  thefe, 
is  a  circumftance  that  he  relates  concerning  its  prodi- 
gious fize :  ^^  Attilus  Regulus,  the  confui,  in  the  fird 
^*  Punic  war,  encountered  one  that  bad  its  refidence 
*^  at  the  river  Bagrada,  in  Africa,  which,  after  fuftain- 
**  ing  a  long  and  furious  attack  from  l^s  whol^  army; 
<*  was  at  length  overpoweced  with  (tones  and  darts; 
*^  Such  was  its  enormous  length,  that  its  (kin,  which 
^*  was  fent  to  Rome,  meafured  one  hundred  and 
^*  twenty  feet.** — —The  third  fpecies  of  living  crea-^ 
lures  here  mentioned,  is  the  dragon  that  is  in  the  fea. 
By  the  hft  part  of  this  defcription,  he  is  di():ingui(hed 
from  the  dragon  that  frequents  riveri  and  mar(hy 
grounds,  and  from  him  that  refides  in  the  deferts. 
The  fea-monfter,  or  whale,  is  probably  the  fiih  that  is 
intended.  In  the  very  elegant  defcription  of  thia 
iar^eft  of  all  living  creatures,  which  God  himielf  gavfet: 

*  Bo<;iiatt  Hieroz,  part  ii.  book  ▼>  chap.  x% 
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to  his  fenrant  Job,  he  beautifully  delineates,  in  glow^ 
ing  colours,  his  prodigious  bulk,  bis  untraifiable  di& 
pofition,  his  jmmenfe  Itrengtb,  the  difficulty  and  dan- 
ger  of  catching  him ;  and  thus  concludes,  *  He  be- 

*  holdeth  all  high  things :  he  is  a  king  over  all  the 

*  children  of  pride  *.' 

Thi^fe  large  animals  are  here  fpoken  ef  all^orU 
tally,  to  denote,  fome  great  potentates,  the  enemies 
and  perfecutors  of  the  people  of  God ;  for  it  cannot 
reafonably  be  fuppofed,  that  they  are  literally  the  fub^ 
jeft  of  prophecy.  In  this  fenfe,  the  leviathan  and  the 
dragon  may  denote,  thofe  powerful  cruel  princes 
and  monarchs,  who,  a&uated  by  pride,  avarice,  andt 
envy,  inflamed  with  hatred  and  rage  againft  true 
religion,  and  its  inoffenfive  unarmed  confeflR[>rs9 
thirfted  for  their  blood,  and  inhumanly  devoured 
them,  as  wild  beafts  do  their  prey.  Tbefe  are  the 
crocodiles,  the  ferpents,  and  the  dragons,  which  God 
threatens  feverely  to  punilb*  In  prophetic  ftyl^  they 
are  often  mentioned  by  the  names  of  ferocioua  ani- 
mals :  thus  Pharaoh,  king  of  Egypt,  is  prophefied  of 
by  Ezekiel,  as  the  great  dragon,  that  Heth  ia  the 
midft  of  the  rivers  f  •  In  like  manner,  the  pr^het 
Jeremiah  introduces  the  church,  complaining  in  thefe 
words :  ^  Nebuchadnezzar,  king  of  Babylon,  bath 
^  devoured  me— he  hath  fwallowed  me  like  a  dra- 
^  gon  }/  The  import  then  of  this  prophecy  will  be, 
that,  at  the  time  referred  to,  the  Lord,  by  means  of 
flrong  and  irrefiftible  judgments,  would  deftroy  thofe 
great  monarchs,  who  were  the  fierce  relentlefs  perfe- 
cutors of  his  people.  The  fword  of  the  Lord,  in  the 
prophetic  fcriptures,  denotes,  thofe  Violent  divine  judg« 
ments  which  proceed  immediately  from  his  power 
and  righteouihefs,  and  carry  along  with  them  inevi- 
table deftru£tion.  '  Deliver  me,  O  Lord  (£ud  David, 
/  king  of  Ifrael),  from  the  wicked,  which  are  thy 
^'  fword,'  by  whom  thou  puniflieft  trahfgreflbrs.  This 

*  Job  xlL  34.        f  Ezck.  xxiz.  3.   -     %  Jer.  K.  34. 
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iword  is  called  a  fore,  a  great  and  ftrong  fword,  to 
intimate,  the  very  affli£dve  and  irrefiftible  judgments 
lii^hich  were  thereby  to  be  inflided,  and  their  power 
to  kill  and  deftroy  tbofe  on  whom  they  were  exe** 
cuted. 

-  Varioos  have  been  the  opinions  of  learned  men,  as 
to  the  kingdoms  and  powers  which  are  efpecially  in- 
tended in  this  prophecy.  To  me,  the  expofition  of 
the  learned  Vitringa  feems  to  be  beft  founded,  neareft 
the  truth,  and  mod  confident  with  the  fcope  of  the 
prophet.  He  fays,  that  by  the  two  leviathans,  are  to 
be  underftood,  the  kingdoms  of  Egypt  and  Aflyria ; 
and  by  the  dragon  in  the  midft  of  Uie  fea,  is  meant, 
the  king  of  Arabia,  including  the  neighbouring  na- 
tions, fiich  as  the  Ammonites,  the  Moabites,  the  Idu- 
means,  and  Tyrians,  who  were  inimical  to  the  people 
of  God  under  the  Old  Teftament*  Thefe  hoftile 
powers  to  the  kingdom  of  God,  were  feverely 
puniflied  by  Jehovah,  when  he  came  forth  to  execute 
tishteous  vengeance  upon  the  malicious  adverfiiries 
of  his  people.  .  They  were,  however,  followed  by 
Y>thers,  who,  in  fome  refpeds,  refembled  the  crea- 
tures here  fpecified,  and  who  in  latter  times  have  ha- 
rafled  and  perfecuted  the  church.  In  this  view,  by 
leviathan  the  piercing  or  ftraight  ferpent,  may  be 
meant,  t}iofe  perfecutors  of  the  difciples  of  Jefus 
Cbrift,  who,  without  any  fpecious  pretexts,  have 
greatly  injured  aiid  afflided  them :  fuch  were  fome 
of  the  Roman  emperors.  By  leviathan  the  crooked 
(erpeat,  may  be  fignified,  thofe  malicious  oppofers  of 
•tlie  church,  who,  under  fome  feigned  appearance,  by 
various  ilratagems,  have  difcovered  the  (trongeft  en- 
mity againft  their  fafety  and  happinefs. .  By  the  dra- 
gon in  the  midft  of  the  fea,  may  be  intended,  myfti- 
cal  Babylon ;  Rome,  called  Chriftian,  after  it  became 
corrupt  in  do&rine  and  pra&ice,  comprehending  all 
thofe  powers  which  (bed  the  blood  of  the  faints  of  the 
Moft  High.  According  to  this  interpretation,  all 
thefe  implacable  adverfaries  of  the  church  of  God 

Ihall, 
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ihally  at  the  time  referred  to,  be  puniihed  and  flain^ 
From  all  which  we  conclude,  that  this  projdiecy  hath, 
in  fome  meafure,  been  already  fulfilled ; ,  and  that  it 
ihall  be  fartlier  accomplifhed  in  times  yet  iu^re.  As 
Jehovah  hath  declar^,  he  will  certainly  avenge  the 
wrongs  done  to  his  people.  Kings  and  princes,  bow*! 
^ver  great  and  powerful,  who  have  moiefted  and  in- 
jured them,  he  will  puniih.  Though  vengeance  may 
feem  to  his  (ervants  to  be  long  delayed,  yet  their  cries 
ihall  be  heard,  and  in  due  time  be  will  recompenfi; 
their  adverfaries :  he  will  make  inquilition  for  blood, 
and  publicly  revenge  the  blood  of  his  ferv^ts  vhict^ 
hath  been  ihed  *.* 

2  In  that  day  fmg  ye  unto  her,  A  vineyard 
of  red  wiqe, 

Our  prophet  bow  proceeds  to  reprefent  the  eftsu 
bliibment  and  felicity  of  the  church,  under  the  cod- 
ftant  care  and  prote&on  of  God,  after  having  beei\ 
purified  in  the  furnace  of  afHidion.  At  tlie  period 
wherein  Qod  was  to  inilid  deferved  puniihment  upoi\ 
the  powerful  malicious  perfecutors  of  his  people,  diey 
are  invited  ta  fing  to  one  another,  celebrating  the 
fafety  and  happindTs  of  thofe  who  have  God  for  thdc 
defence.  In  tlys  plealant  exercife,  they  we^e  di'cded 
to  exprefs  their  joy  in  the  divine  adminiflranon ;  to; 
cheer  the  hearts  of  their  brethren,  which  had  beea. 
greatly  deprefled  by  manifold  difcouragements,  afflic- 
tions, and  forrows ;  and  to  animate  them  to  rejoice 
in  the  Lord,  and  his  abundant  merqy^  When  dif- 
courfing  from  the  fifth  chapter  of  this  prophecy,  I 
treated  of  the  beautiful  figure  here  ufed,  by  which 
the  people  of  God  are  reprefented  as  a  vipeyard :  at 
prefent,  I  fhali  not  recapitulate  what  was  then  faid  on 
this  fubje£l.  With  great  propriety  and  elegance,  the 
church  is  called,  A  vineyard  of  red  wine ;  /•  e*  of  vines 

*  F(al.Jxxtx.  10. 
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bearing  grapes,  that  yielded  red  wine,  which,  in  the 
bnd  of  Canaan,,  was  celebrated  as  the  ftrongeft  and 
mod  excellent,  and  much  preferable  to  white  wine^ 
Hence  Mofes,  when  reminding  the  Ifraelites  of  the 
kindnefs  of  God,  in  granting  them  the  pofleffion  of 
that  rich  country,  takes  notice  of  this  circumftance, 
among  others,  that  ^  they  drank  the  pure  blood  of  th^ 
*  grape  */  The  church  of  God,  though  internally 
excellent,  and  bearing  much  fruit,  acceptable  to  God, 
and  ulefttl  to  men,  yet,  like  vines,  their  external  ap- 
pearance is  often  mean^  having  in  it  little  to  attra& 
admiration.  'Notwithftanding,  from  faith  unfeigned, 
and  love  without  diflimulation,  they  pour  out  fuppIi-» 
cations  unto  God,  which  afcend  as  incenfe  before  his 
throne.  By  the  acknowledgment  of  the  truth  which 
is  according  to  godlinefs,  aiid  the  practice  of  all  the 
Chriftian  virtues,  they  glorify  their  heavenly  Father, 
and  prove  highly  beneficial  to  fociety.  Like  a  vine- 
yard  of  red  wine,  which  was  a  fource  of  opulence,  as 
well  as  pleafure,  to  its  proprietor,  the  church  is  th& 
inheritance,  the  portion,  the  peculiar  treafure  of  Je- 
hovah^ which  yields  him  the  fruits  of  praife,  honour, 
and  glory,  and  in  which  he  delights  to  dwell. 

3  I  the  Lord  do  keep  it,  I  will  water  it 
every  moment  j  left  any  hurt  it,  I  will  keep  it 
night  and  day. 

Jehovah  is  next  introduced,  exprefSng  his  admir- 
able care,  and  vigilant  attention^  to  the  interefts  of 
his  people,  who  were  fpoken  of,  in  the  preceding 
verfe,  under  the  beautiful  figure  of  a  vineyard.  He 
foiemnly  declares  his  tender  folicitude  for  their  wel- 
fare, and  gives  the  moft  explicit  reviving  aflurance, 
that  he  will  always  do  every  thing  necefiary  for  their 
fafety  and  happinefs ;  and  that  he  might  give  the 
greater  weight  to  what  he  fays,  he  feems  to  glory  in 

*  Deut,  ZX3U1.  14. 
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his  conhe&ion  mth  them.  The  Lord  God  hath  a 
vineyard  iipon  the  earth,  of  which  he  is  the  fole  pro- 
prietor, and  conftant  keeper.  He  is  the  Hufbandmaa, 
as  Jefus  Chrift  afErms,  in  the  parable  concerning  the 
vine ;  the  Shepherd  and  Bifhop  of  his  church,  toward 
which,  he,  in  every  refpeffc,  performs  all  thofe  ads  of 

kindnefe  that  circumftances  require. 1  the  Lord 

do  keep  it.    I  the  Lord  of  heaven  and  earth,  of  angels 
and  inen,  with  unremitting  attention,  obferve  what 
pafies  within  it,  and  what  is  done  againd  it.    All  its 
inter^fts  are  continually  under  my  peculiar  diredion 
and  management.    I  preferve  it  in  order,  allowing  it 
to  want  for  nothing  that  is  necefiary  to  promote  either 
its  beauty  or  fruitfulnefs.   I  proteft  it  n-om  the  many 
enemies  that  would  injure  and  lay  it  wade.    I  keep 
it,  left  any  hurt  it,  through  malice  or  careleflhefs, 
either  of  fixed  purpofe,  or  by  ralh  precipitancy.'   It 
hath  many  powerful  adverfaries,  who  are  hoftile  to  its 
beft  interefts,  and  who  unite  their  efforts  to  deftroy 
or  burn  it  up  with  fire :  but  the  gates  of  hell,  and  the 
powers  on  earth,  (hall  never  be  able  to  prevail  againft 
it.    I  the  Lord  God  Almighty  do  keep  my  churclT, 
compofed  of  all  thofe  who  are  written  in  the  book  of 
life.    By  my  providence  and  .grace,  I  fortify  them 
againft  the  attacks  of  their  foes,  I  preferve  them  in 
fafety  amidft  every  danger,  I  deliver  them  from  every 
impurity,  ^d  I  enrich  them  with  every  bleffing.  Nei- 
ther temptations  nor  offences,  afHidions  nor  perfecu- 
tions,  (hall  effentially  injure  them :  the  violence  of 
enemies  ftiall  be  repreffed,  and  their  malevolent  af- 
faults  coilverted  into  real  benefits.   The  Lord  will  be 
a  wall  of  fire  round  about  his  people,  and  the  glory 
in  the  midft  of  them :  he  will  keep  them  as  in  a  gar- 
rifon,  yea,  as  the  apple  of  his  eye ;  and  therefore  they 
ought  coiiftantly  to  rely  on  his  gracious  protedion. — 
This  vigilance  and  care  of  Jehovah  over  his  church  is 
unremitting. 

Night  and  day^  comprife  in  them  every  imaginable 
fpace  of  time.    The  expreffioa  plainly  imports,  tbe 

\  uninterrupted 
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nnintemipted  continuance,  and  everiaftin^  perpetuity, 
of  this  ineftxmable  privilege,  and  that  the  people  of 
God  are  under  his  divine  protedion  at  all  feafons. 
The  enemies  of  the  vineyard  of  the  Lord  of  hofts,  are 
reftlefs  and  unwearied  in  their  attempts  to  hurt  and 
deftroy  it :  but  he  who  keeps  it,  neither  flumbers  nor 
fleeps,  as  it  is  written  in  Pfal.  cxxi.  '  The  Lord  is  thy 

*  keeper :  the  Lord  is  thy  (hade  on  thy  right-  hand. 
'  The  fun  fiiall  not  fmite  thee  by  day,  nor  the  mooa 

*  by  night.'  It  is  not  fo  difficult  to  keep  a  vineyard 
by  day,  when  the  light  fhines,  that  difcovers  every 
danger,  to  to  watch  it  by  night,  when  the  darknefs 
prevents  from  feeing  thofe  who  might  injure  it.  But 
to  the  Keeper  of  Ifrael,  the  darknefs  and  the  light  are 
both  alike i  the  darknefs  hideth  not  from  him;  but 
the  night  Ihineth  as  the  day*  He  watches  over  his 
people,  not  only  in  the  ferene  and  clear  day  of  pro« 
fperity,  and  preferves  them  from  falling  a  prey  to 
thofe  temptations  which,  in  fuch'  feafons,  are  pecu- 
liarly dangerous ;  but,  in  the  dark  and  ftormy  night 
of  afflidion  and  perfecution,  he  preferves  them  from 
furrounding  evils,  and  fecures  all  their  bed  intetefts. 
He  delivers  them  from  the  peftilence  that  walketh  in 
darknefs,  as  well  as  from  the  deftru&ion  that  wafteth 
at  noon-day.— -^-When  we  confider  aright  our  own 
weaknefs,  and  the  many  fubtle  and  powerful  enemies 
with  which  we  are  environed,  we  may  juftly  be  over- 
whelmed with  difmaying  fears.  But  when  we  look 
up  to  thofe  hills  from  whence  our  aid  doth  come,  and 
behold  that  omnipotent  arm  which  guards  us,  and 
forms  around  us  an  invincible  defence,  w}iich  gives 
fafety  and  (lability  in  the  mod  perilous  circumftances, 
we  have  good  caufe  to  triumph  in  that  almighty  power 
and  grace  which  continually  upholds  lis— efpecially 
as  it  IS  added, 

/  will  water  it  every  tnomenU  Thefe  words  clearly 
relate  td^e  plentiful  and  continual  communication 
of  the  gifts  and  graces  of  the  holy  Spirit  unto  the 
church.    This  promifed  effufion  is  no  lefs  necoflary 

Vol.  U.  3  P  ^0 
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to  the  profperity  and  fruitfulnefs  of  the  churdi,  dian 
rain  from  heaven  is  to  the  fertility  of  the  earth.     By 
this  meanS)  faith  and  hope,  humility  and  love,  piety 
and  purity,  with  every  other  grace,  are  conveyed, 
cheriflied,  and  ftrengthraed ;  the  (aint8  are  condu£led 
to  the  knowledge  of  God's  ways }  and  the  means  of 
fiilvation  are  rendered  effedaal  for  promoting  the 
pnrpofes  of  their  inftitution.    From  the  regular  and 
abundant  fupply  of  the  Spirit  of  God,  of  which  the 
vineyard  of  Jehovah  is  aflured,  arifes  fpiritual  growth, 
fruitfulnefs,  and  perfeverance.     By  this  ineftimabk 
benefit,  they  grow  up  in  all  things  to  Chrift,  who  is 
the  Head :  having  nourifliment  mmiftered^  and  being 
knit  tc^ether,  as  the  apoftie  Paul  fpeaks,  thqr  increafe 
with  the  increafe  of  God.    Through  its  benign  in* 
fluence  accompanying  the  miniftration  of  the  word 
and  ordinances  of  God,  the  number  of  the  faithfbl  is 
increafed ;  their  graces  and  virtues  are  exercifed  and 
improved*    Indeed,  this  falutary  bleffing  is'  abfolutely 
neceifary  to  the  exiftence  and  comfort  of  the  church, 
and  of  every  individual,  in  his  fpiritual  capacity,  be^ 
longing  to  this  highly  &voured  fociety^    Deprived  of 
this  important  bleffing,  they  would  become  Vkc  the 
barren  wildemefs,  and  the  heath  in  the  defert.    Ac- 
commodating himfelf  therefore  to  the  necefikies  of 
his  church,  the  Lord  promifeth,  I  will  water  it  every 
moment.    With  unremitting  attention,  he  feafonably 
pours  forth  freih  fupplies  of  his  quickening  Spirit 
upon  his  fervants,  whereby  he  renders  them  like  trees 
planted  by  rivers  of  water,  that  bring  forth  their 
fruit  in  feafon.     By  thefe  reviving  communications, 
he  heals  their  backflidings,  he  enhven^  their  languid 
graces,  he  repairs  their  decayed  ftrength,  he  recovers 
them  from  tiieir  fpiritual  maladies,  and  makes  them 

fruitful  in  every  good  work. ^We  plead  thy  pro* 

mife,  O  Lord!    We  beieech  thee  do  as  thou  baft 
faid :  *  Pour  out  water  upon  him  that  is  thirfty,  and 

*  floods  upon  the  dry  ground :  pour  thy  Spirit  upcHi 

*  our  children,  and  thy  bleffing  upon  our  offspring* 
^  •And 
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^  And  they  fliall  fpring  up  as  among  the  graft,  at 
^  willows  by  the  water^courfes.' 

4  Fury  //  not  in  me :  who  would  fet  the 
briers  and  thorns  againft  me  in  battle  ?  I  would 
go  through  them,  1  would  bum  them  together. 

The  Lord  here  proclaims  his  own  amiable  charac- 
ter; and  reprefents,  in  ftrong  terms,  the  extreme 
folly  and  danger  of  forming  any  oppoiition  to  the 

execution  of  his  purpofes. ^Fury  in  man,  is  anger 

raifed  to  the  higheft  pitch,  when  the  mind  is  filled 
with  indignation  and  keen  refentment.  Of  this  paf- 
fion,  may  be  affirmed  what  Solomon  faith  of  jealoufy, 
^  .It  is  the  rage  of  a  man ;'  who,  when  under  its  in- 
fluence, will  not  fpare  to  take  vengeance  on  thofe 
with  whom  he  is  offended.  This  remark  we  fee  es- 
emplified  in  Nebuchadnezzar,  king  of  Babylon,,  whoi, 
when  informed  of  the  deteripined  reiblution  of  Sha- 
.dracb,  Mefhech,  and  Abednego,  not  to  obey  his  or- 
ders, was  filled  with  fury,  aqd  commanded  them  to 
be  caft  into  the  fiery  furnace,  after  it  was  heated  leven 
times.  In  ftrid:  propriety  of  fpeech,  fury  is  not  in 
God :  it  is  not  in  him,  as  in  men,  a  turbulent  uneafy 
pallion,  that  deprives  of  facred  tranquilfitjr  and  felf- 
enjoyment ;  nor  is  it  manifefted  by  fuch  impvoper  ef- 
fe£b  as  arife  too  frequently  from  the  highefti  bumaa 
difpleafure«  It  is  not  in  him,*  toward  hi»  people,  to 
whom  he  is  always  well  affeded ;,  and  when  be  fecfr 
neceflary  io  corred  them  feverely  for  their  faults,  this^ 
doth  not  proceed  fo  much  from  wraths  as  from  real 
regard  to  their  welfare.  Such  difpeniations  which 
are  defigned  to  give  a  more  full  difplay  of  the  divinie 
glory  than  could  otherwife  be  enjoyed,  are  to  be 
traced  to  other  and  higher  caufes  than  anger  or  .ven- 
geance. True  indeed,  fury  is,  in  fome  pafTages  of 
fcripture,  afcribed  to  God.  ^  llie  l4ord  (faith  ^ 
*  prophet  Nahum)  is  jealous :  the  Lord  revengeth, 
«  and  is  furious :  the  Lord  will  take  vengeance  on 

^hiiL 
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^  his  adverfaries ;  and  he  referveth  wrath  for  his  ene- 

*  mies  *.'  Such  ezpreffions  are  ufed,  in  condefcenfion 
to  human  weaknefs,  to  aiBft  our  feeble  apprehenfions ; 
and  muft  always  be  underftood  in  a  manner  confiftent 
with  the  infinite  perfe&ions  of  Jehovah,  Fury  attrt 
buted  to  him,  denotes  no  more  than  iiis  juft  hatred 
apd  indignation  againft  fm,  and  his  determined  pur- 
pofe  to  ihew  his  refentment  by  the  execution  of  righ- 
teous judgment.  If,  upon  any  occafion,  his  anger  ii 
kindled,  and  bumeth  Kke  fury,  it  is  not  againft  his 
church,  but  againft  perfons  of  a  very  different  defaip^ 
lion  from  thenv 

Who  would  fet  the  briers  and  thorns  againfi  me  m 
battle  ?  The  briers  and  thorns,  which  are  not  here  IL* 
terally  to  be  underftood,  may  denote,  hypocritical  and 
evil  men,  profane  finners,  who  walk*  in  the  ways  of 
their  own  hearts,  and  mock  at  facred  things.  People 
of  thefe  charaders  are  juftly  reprefented  by  this  meta- 
phor, becaufe  they  are  barren  and  improfitable,  hurt- 
ful and  troublefome :  they  are  apt  to  overrun  the 
vineyard  of  the  churchy  to  injure  its  fertility,  and  at 
laft  niey  will  prove  proper  fewel  for  the  6re  of  God's 
anger.  Under  this  emblem,  they  are  often  mentioned 
in  fcripture.  ^  The  beft  of  them  (faith  God,  by  the 
^  prophet  Micah)  is  as  a  brier:  the  moft  upright  is 

*  (harper  than  a  thorn  f.*  Now  the  Lord  inquires, 
Who  would  fet  the  briers  and  thorns  againji  me  in  battle? 
Who  that  is  not  deftitute  of  underftanding,  and  alto- 
gether iniatuated,  would  ad  fo  prefumptuoufly  and 
fooliflily?  Words  and  comparifons  are  infufficient 
fully  to  reprefent  the  unreafonablenefs  and  malignity 
of  fuch  condud,  which  is  more  abfurd  than  any  thing 
that  we  can  imagine.  Who  would  fet  briers  and 
thorns  in  oppofition  to  God,  who  is  a  confuming 

«  fire  ? 1  would  go  through  thenij  I  would  bum  them 

together^  even  as  the  flame  devours  the  combuftible 
materials  that  are  laid  in  its  way.    Though  fiiryjs 

'^  Nahum  i.  i:  .         \  Micah  tiL  4. 

sot 
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not  in  God,  with  refped;  to  his  peculiar  people,  whom 
he  confiders  as  his  vineyardj^  and  toward  whom  he 
entertains  a  kind  affection ;  yet  his  wrath  is  kindled 
againft  hypocritical  profane  tranfgreflbrs^  who  fet 
themfelves  in  oppoiition  to  him,  and  who,  unlefs  they 
rqient,  and  take  hold  of  his  ftrength,  (hall  be  cad  into 
unquenchable  fire.  ^  The  wicked  (faith  God,  by  the 
^  prophet  David)  (hall  be  turned  into  hell,  and  all  the 
^  nations  that  forget  God  \^  If  thofe  whc5  are  vexa- 
tious and  troubiefome  to  the  vineyard  of  Jehovah,  (halt 
prefume  to  contend  with  him,  he  can  as  eafily  and  fud« 
denly  confume  them,  as  the  fire  burns  the  briers  and 
the  thorns.— —How  infigniiicant  and  vain  is  all  the  op* 
pofltion  which  (inners  can  poffibly  make  to  the  mighty 
God !  The  weaknefs  of  God  is  (Ironger  than  man* 
The  apofUe  Paul  repreffes  the  fooli(h  prefumption  of 
obftinate  tranfgreflbrs  by  this  pointed  interrogatory, 
which  peribns  of  this  fort  would  do  well  to  confider : 
'  Do  we  provoke  the  Lord  to  jealoufy?  are  we 
'  ftronger  than  he  f .'  Are  you  able  to  contend  with 
the  Almighty,  who  can  crufli  you  as  a  moth,  who  can 
break  you  in  pieces  as  a  potter*s  veflel,  who  can  con« 
fume  you  as  the  fire  doth  briers  and  thorns  ? 

5  Or  let  him  take  hold  of  my  ftrength,  that 
he  may  make  peace  with  me,  and  he  (hall  make 
peace  with  me, 

Thefe  words  point  out  the  only  way  Whereby  (in- 
ners, who  have  oppofed  God,  may  attain  peace  and 
reconciliation  with  him. Some  learned  commen- 
tators have  obferved,  that  the  Hebrew  Word  here  ren- 
dered 0r,  (igniiies  alfo  unlefsy  which  feems  to  be  the 
preferable  tranflation  in  this  verfe.  What  is  meant 
by  the  ftrength  of  Jehovah  ?  and  what,  by  taking  hold 
of  it  i  The  ftrength  of  the  I^ord  is  his  almighty 
power,  for  which  nothing  is  impd(fible.    It  is  that 

•  PfaL  IX.  17.        .    t  1  Cor.  at.  22.' 

divine 
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divine  attribute  (yea,  tlie  excellenqr  of  all  the  dinne 
perfedions)  wh^eby  God^  faveth  perifhing  tranf- 
greflbrs,  who  have  recourfe  to  him,  by  faith  in  bb 
power  and  grace,  and  by  eameft  fuppUcation.  It  is 
tbat  omnipotent  flrength,  whereby  he  grants  them 
remiffion  of  iins,  delivers  them  from  the  bondage  of 
corruption,  fandifies,  and  fumiihes  them  with  all 
might  in  the  inner  man ;  whereby  he  defends  them 
from  the  power  of  their  enemies,  gives  them  vidory 
over  death,  and  exalts  them  to  glory,  honour,  and 
immortality.  Upon  this  all-fufficient  ftren^,  refts 
the  faith  and  hope  of  fmners,  ready  to  penfh  mider 
the  accumulated  guilt  that  they  have  con  traded*  Of 
all  the  glorious  perfedions  of  Jehoyah,  thi&  ftrength 
is  the  mod  amiable,  and  moft  celebrated  in  fcrip- 
ture,  as  the  fure  foundation  on  which  humbhe  con-^ 
vinced  finncrs  build  their  hopes  of  deliverance^  Such 
are  the  fentiments  exprefled  by  the  iacred  writers  on 
this  interefting  fubjed :  *  In  ttie  Lord  have  I  righ- 
^  teoufnefs  and  ftrength  *.  In  God  is  my  (alvation, 
^  and.  my  glory :  the  rock  of  my  ftrength,  and  my 
^  refuge  is  in  Godf.     Bleflfed  is  the  man  whofe 

*  ftrength  is  in  thee :  in  whofe  heart  are  the  ways  of 
^  them  |,'  who  have  not  lifted  up  their  foul  unto  va- 
nity, who  depend  not  on  their  own  righteoufnefs  and 
ftrength,  and  are  heartily  willing  to  accept  of  falva^ 
tion  from  God  as  his  free  gift.  This  almighty 
ftrength  the  faints,  of  every  age,  have  highly  extol- 
led, and  exulted  in  the  thoughts  of  its  being  employ- 
ed for  their  benefit.    *  The  Lord  is  my  rock,  and  my 

*  fortrefs,  and  my  deliverer :  my  God,  my  ftrength, 
^  in  whom  1  will  truft  ||.*  And  from  the  comfortable 
experience  they  have  had  of  its  divine  efBcacy  for 
the  moft  important  purpofes,  they  excite  others  to 
afpire  after  this  precious  blefling.    ^  Seek  the  Lord, 

*  and  his  ftrength :  feek  his  face  for  ever  more.' 

'     ♦  Ifaiah  xlv.  24.  f  ^^^'  !*"•  7-  t  ^^  hxxxw.  5. 

II  PiaL  xviii.  2. 

'      .  •      This 
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This  bft  quotation  dire£ts  ta  the  improvement  yoa 
ought  to  make  of  this  article. 

Let  us  next  confider,  what  is  meant  by  taking  hold 
of  this  ftrength.  This  expreffion  probably  alludes 
to  an  ancient  cuftom  among  the.  Hebrews.  When 
any  petfon  was  fenfible  that  he  had  forfeited  his  life 
by  fonie  enormous  tranrgreilion,  he  went  and  laid 
hold  on  the  horns  of  the  altar,  where  he  reckoned 
faimfelf  fafe.  Two  remarkable  inftances  of  this  fort 
occur  in  the  Oid-Teftament  hiftory :  the  one^  refped- 
ing  Joab,  and  the  other,  Adonijah ;  of  which  we  read 
in  I  Kings  i.  50.  and  in  chap.  xi.  a8*  In  reference 
to  this  pra£lice,  the  Lord  faith,  in  the  words  before 
U89  Let  him  that  wifheth  to  make  peace  with  me,  lay 
hold  of  my  ftrength.  Jefus  Cbrift,  the  great  Meffiah^ 
is  emphatically  ftyled,  the  power  of  God ;  the  altar 
to  which  fmners,  convinced  of  the  folly  and  danger 
6l  zGdng  in  oppofition  to  the  Mod  High,  ought  to 
flee,  in  the  exercife  of  lively  faith  and  true  penitence^ 
and  lay  hold  of  this  alUfufficient  Saviour,  as  the  only 
hope  fet  before  us.  Upon  this  almighty  Redeemer, 
concerning  whom  the  prophet  Micah  foretold,  ^  that  he 
*'  fliould  feed  his  people  in  the  ftrength  of  Jehovah,  in 
^  the  majefty  of  the  name  of  his  God,'  we  muft  entirely 
depend,  for  reconciliation  with  our  offended  Sove- 
reign, for  eternal  redemption,  and  every  needful 
bleffing.  Humbly  abafmg  ourfelves  in  his  prefence, 
on  account  of  our  tranlgreflions,  we  muft  wreftle 
with  him,  as  did  Jacob,  refuiing  to  let  him  go,  until 
he  blefs  us  with  ftrength.  Like  Mofes,  when  plead- 
ing for  pardon  to  Ifrael,  we  ihould  befeech  him,  to 
let  his  f^wer  be  great,  according  as  he  hath  fpoken ; 
and,  with  the  apoftle  Paul,  to  follow  after,  that  we 
may  apprehend  that  for  which  alfo  we  are  apprehend- 
ed of  Chrift  Jefus.  This  is  the  way  to  get  his  ftrength 
perfeded  in  our  weaknefs,  to  be  ftrengthened  with 
ail  might  by  his  glorious  power,  and  to  receive  all 
thofe  fupplies  of  grace  that  our  neceflities  may  re- 
quire.  Do  you  then,  my  friends,  take  hold  ol 

.    '  God's 
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God's  ftrength :  firmly  depend  upon  his  glorious  all* 
fufficiency,  who  is  able  to  do  for  you  above  what  you 
can  aik  or  think':  have  continual  recouHe  to  his  ful« 
nefs,  for  relief  in  all  your  neceilities ;  and  humbly 
relying  on  his  power,  endeavour  to  the  utmoit.to 
ierve  and  obey  him. 

That  he  may  niake  peace  with  me.  Whilft  men  con^ 
tinue  at  variance  with  God,  and  aft  in  oppofition  to 
him,  all  his  attributes  are  in  hoftility  againft  them, 
and  threaten  with  irremediable  deftruSion*  How 
deplorable  their  condition,  who  are  continually  ex« 
pofed  to  the  wrath  of  almighty  God}  and  who, 
wherever  they  go,  are  ftiil  within  the  reach  of  his 
Vengeance,  which .  may  feize  upon  them  every  mo- 
ment !  How  folidtous  then  ought  we  to  be,  to  make 
peace  with  God,  by  taking  hold  of  his  ftrength,  that 
we  may  have  him  for  our  faithful  Friend,  our  fun, 
cur  (hield,  and  exceeding  great  reward !  How  defir- 
able,  how  comfortable,  to  have  his  glorious  perfec« 
tions  employed  for  our  benefit,  to  have  his  kind  pro- 
vidence  to  protect  and  blefs  us,  to  have  intereft  in  all 
his  precious  promifes,  to  have  his  Spirit  to  ian£Uiy 
and  comfort  us,  and  to  be  interefted,  through  the 
great  Redeemer,  in  all  the  bleflings  of  the  covdoant 
of  peace !  Happy  they  who  are  in  fuch  a  cafe  as  this ! 
This  facred  peace  with  God  is  a  fource  of  never- 
failing  confolation  and  joy ;  for  when  once  eflablUhed, 
however  forlorn  our  external  circumftances,  we  have 
accefs  to  our  bed  Friend,  and  are  admitted  to  delight- 
ful communion  with  him.  This  ineftimable  benefit 
was  procured  by  Jefus  Chrift,  who  made  peace  by 
the  blood  of  his  crofs,  and  conveys  it  in  the  moft  en- 
dearing manner.  Such  is  its  divine  influence,  that  it 
rules  in  the  heart,  it  tranquillizes  the  mind,  it  com- 
pofes  the  pafTions,  and  diffufes  a  fweet  ferenity  through 
the  whole  foul.  Being  founded  on  the  ^ romife,  the 
oath,  and  covenant  of  God,  and  acquired  by  th^  life 
and  deaith,  the  refurredion  and  intercei&on  of  his 
own  Son,  it  is  permanent  and  fatisfying.     When 

therefore 
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dferefore  the  Son  of  God  was  going  to  leave  his  diC 
ciplesy  and  give  them  his  parting  blefliixg^  which  in* 
eluded  all  the  happinefs  his  liberal  heart  could  devife^ 
he  thus  exprefled  himfelf :  '  Peace  I  leave  with  you  j^ 

*  my  peace  I  give  unto  you  *.' 

And  he  Jhall  make  peace  with  me.  Thefe  words 
give  comfortable  a0urance  of  the  happy  fuccefs  that 
(hall  accompany  the  means  which  God  hath  prefcrib- 
ed,  in  order  to  making  peace  with  him.  By  taking 
hold  of  God's  flrength,  thofe  conviftions  which  were 
felt  by  the  mind,  when  awakened  to  a  proper  fenfe 
of  fin,  ihall  be  removed ;  the  difquietude  arifrng  from 
an  evil  confdence  ihall  be  pacified ;  the  wounds  made 
by  fin  (hall  be  healed ;  former  hoftilities  fhall  be  laid 
afide ;  and  the  alarms  excited  in  the  fufpicious  breafl 
ihall  no  more  be  heard.  The  joyful  tidings  of  recon- 
ciliation fiiall  be  liftenec)  to  with  pleafure  and  admira*' 
tion.     ^  I  am  pacified  toward  you,  faith  the  Lord — 

*  mine  anger  is  turned  away-*-your  iniquities  are  par* 

*  doned — I  will  not  execute  upon  you  the  ficrcenefs 

*  of  my  wrath.*  The  glad  news  are  received  with 
humble  gratitude,  that  a  perfed:  facrifice  hath  been 
offered  to  expiate  the  guilt  of  tranfgreflion,  that  a 
complete  ranfom  is  found  fufHcient  to  obtain  the  de- 
liverance of  captives,  that  a  fountain  is  opened  which 
cleanfeth  from  all  impurity,  and  that  fufficient  provi- 
fioB  is  made  for  reftoring  peace  between  an  offended 
God,  and  thofe  who  were  at  variance  with  him. 
The  blood  of  Chrift  being  fprinkled  upon  the 
heart  by  the  Holy  Ghoft,  in  the  language  of  an  in* 
fpired  writer,  we  have  peace  with  God,  through  our 
I«ord  Jefus  Chrift,  by  whom  we  receive  the  atone- 
ment. Thus  are  we  lurniflied  with  a  fatisfying  reply 
to  every  difficulty  that  can  be  darted  on  this  fubje£b, 
and  with  the  anfwer  of  a  good  confcience  toward 
God,  by  the  refurreSion  of  Jefus  Chrift  from  the 
dead.     I  fliall  give  it  you  in  the  emphatical  words  of 

•  Jjohn  XIV,  27- 
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• 

the  apoftle  Paul :  *  Who  is  he  that  condemneth  I  1( 

*  is  Chrifl  that  died,  yea  rather,  that  is  rifen  again^ 
'  who  is  even  at  the  right  h^d  of  God,  who  alfa 

•  maketh  interceflion  for  us  */— — -Senfible  of  the 
evil  of  your  former  ways,  and  th^  danger  to  which 
you  are  thereby  expofed,  throw  down,  vnth  noble 
difdain,  the  weapons  of  rebellion,  whereby  you  have. 
a£led  in  hoftility  againd  him.  Proftrate  yourfelf  in 
his  gracious  prefer,  ce,  and,  with  real  penitence,  ac- 
knowledge your  tranfgreflions.  Humble  yourfelf  in 
his  fight,  and  earneftiy  implote  his  mercy,  through 
the  mediation  of  his  Son,  that,  being  reconciled  unto 
him,  you  may  live  in  peace  y  and  the  God  of  love 
and  peace  fhall  be  with  you.  If  any  of  yoo  think 
that  I  have  treated  this  verfe  too  much  in  the  lan- 
guage of  the  New  Teftament,  and  not  in  a.  mannec 
fuited  to  the  more  obfcure  views  of  the  church  under 
the  former  difpenfation,.  I  (hall  only  fay,  that  the  way 
of  peace  being  now  more  clearly  revealed  than  it  then 
was,  I  judged  that  I  fhould  have  been  culpable,  bad 
I  not  availed  myfelf  of  the  light  thrown  upon  tins  inh 
portant  fubje^  by  the  n^w  and  better  Tm^Q^tau 

6  He  fhall  caufe  theni  that  come  ef  Jacob  tq 
take  root :  Ifrael  fhall  bloffom  and  bud,  and  fiU 
the  face  of  the  world  with  fruit. 

The  enlargement  and  fruhfulnefs  of  the  church  of 
God,  after  having  been  delivered  from  affliftions  and 
perfecutions,  are  here  foretold  in  beautiful  iiguradve 
language.  If  ftiry  is  not  in  God,  with  refpeS  to  his 
church ;  if  he  hath  no  other  view  in  a£Biding  his 
people,  than  to  promote  their  real  benefit,  and  to  fe- 
parate  from  them  hypocritical  profefTors  and  profane 
iinners ;  then,  after  thefe  purpofes  are  attained,  the 
church  mufl  fhine  forth  with  much  additional  light 
';md  purity.    This  important  event  is  predided  in  the 

*  Rom.  viii.  34. 

verfe 
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Vcrfc  now  before  us. ^The  petfons  to  whom  this 

propheqf  relates^  are  thofe  that  come  of  Jacob  and 
Ifraely  not  only  the  lineal  defcendants,  the  natural  po- 
llerity  of  that  renowned  patriarch,  but  efpecially  hi$ 
fpiritual  ofifspring,  who  refemble  him  in  mtegrity  of 
heart,  in  importunity  in  prayer,  and  fimplicity  of 

manners. ^Them  die  Lord 

Sia!I  catf/i  to  take  root.  There  is  an  obvious  allu- 
lion,  in  thefe  words,  to  the  figurative  defcription  that 
is  fomedmcs  given  in  fcripture  of  the  godly,  who  are 
compared  to  fruit-bearing  trees.  As  trees  muft  take 
faft  bold  of  the  earth  in  which  they  are  planted,  be- 
fore they  bloflbm  and  bear  fruit,  fo  Ifrael  muft  caft 
forth  their  roots  as  Lq)>anon,  be  rooted  and  grounded 
in  love,  and  eftabliflied  by  grace,  that  they  may  be-* 
come  fruitful  in  holinefs  and  righteoufnefs.  To  this 
fteadfaftnefs  in  the.  faith^  the  predidion  before  u$ 
plainly  refers.— After  which  it  is  foretold,  Ifrael 
Jball  bloffim  and  bud.  They  fhall  aflume  the  moft  pro- 
mifing  and  flourifhing  appearances,  portending  the 
abundance  of  good  fruits  which  they  were  to  yield  ia 
due  feafon.—*— Accordingly,  it  is  immediatelv  added. 
And  fill  the  face  of  the  world  with  fruit.  The  fruits 
which  they  were  to  produce,  sire  in  fcripture  denomi- 
nated, in  reference  to  the  fecret  caufe  from  which  they 
!>rocced,  *  the  fruits  of  the  Spirit  ♦.*  In  refpeft  to  the 
ubftantiaj  matter  whereof  they  are  compofed,  they 
are  called,  the  *  fruits  of  holinefs  and  righteoufnefs  f .' 
In  allufion  to  the  peculiar  charader  of  thofe  who  bear 
them  to  perfection,  they  are  faid  to  be  ^  fruits  meet 

•  for  repentance  J.'  *  The  root  of  the  riehteoux 
«  (faith  Solomon)  yieldeth  fruit  j|.'  The  firft  fruits 
of  their  hearts,  are  good  thoughts,  which  ripen  into  ac- 
tions ;  and  therefore  David,  lungof  Ifrael,  thus  fpeaks : 

•  How  precious  are  thy  thoughts  unto  me,  O  God ! 

•  how  great  is  the  fum  of  them  I'   The  thoughts  that 

♦  GaL  ▼.  2a.  t  Pl"l-  »•  IX-  X  Matth  iii.  8. 

II  Pro?,  xii.  12* 

I  have 
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I  have  of  thee,  O  Lord,  ate  exceeding  precious  unto 
tne,  and  I  have  more  of  them  than  I  am  able  |o 
recount.  Good  thoughts  are  always  accompanied 
with  good  affeftions ;  fuch  as,  love  and  delight,  hope 
and  joy:  both  iiTue  in  holy  refolutions,  and  ufe- 
ful  converfation,  which  tend  to  ecHfication  and  com- 
fort :  thefe  are  ever  productive  of  good  works,  of 
holinefs  toward  God,  of  righteoufnefs  and  charity 
toward  men«  Such  are  the  amiable  fruits  wherewith 
Ifrae!  (hall  fiH  the  face  of  the  world.  So  numerous 
and  fragrant  were  they  to  be,  tfaat^  through  the  blc& 
ing  of  God,  who  giveth  the  increafe,  they  fliould  ex- 
tend their  benign  mfluence,  and  falutary  effefts,  over 
all  the  earth.— —llie  fa£t  hath  already,  hi  fome  mea- 
fiire,  correfponded  with  the  predidion.  About  the 
time  of  the  Maccabees,  the  natural  poflerity  of  Jacob 
tvere  greatly  increafed,  and  fpread  themfetves  over  the 
world,  with  the  fruits  of  their  religion.  At  the  me- 
mond>fe  sera  of  the  Reformation,  the  church  of  God, 
being  delivered  from  affli&ion  and  perfecution,  in  a 
fhott  time,  extended  its  boundaries  to  many  king- 
doms and  ftates,  and  filled  the  world  with  excellent 
fruits :  and,  in  periods  yet  future,  we  truft  it  fhall  re- 
ceive its  full  completion,  when  the  churchy  beiog 
again  purified  by  affliction,  fhall  fhine  forth  in  the 

beauties  of  h6tinefs. ^I  befeech  you  then,  brethren, 

to  walk  worthy  of  the  Lord,  unto  all  pleaflng,  being 
fruitful  in  every  good  work.  Walk  worth]!;  c^  God, 
by  cuhivating  a  growing  acquaintance  with  him,  by 
endeavouring  a  progreffive  conformity  to  his  holy 
will,  and  by  cherifhing  increafing  defires  after  the 
liiU  enjoyment  of  him.  Make  it  ypur  chief  bufinefs 
in  all  things  to  pleafe  him,  to  ad  for  hiis  glory,  and 
to  obtain  his  approbation.  Studv  to  be  firuitfixl  ia 
works  of  piety  toward  God,  and  m  works  of  mercy 
toward  men,  that  others,  feeing  your  good'  worEs, 
nnay  glorify  your  Father  who  is  in  heaven. 

7  f  Hath 
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7  %  Hath  he  fmitten  him,  as  he  fmote  thofc 
that  fmote  him  ?  or  is  he  flain  according  to  the 
ilaughter  of  tbem  that  are  flain  by  him  ? 

The  equity  of  the  divine  procedure  is  here  vindi- 
cated, by  a  comparifon,  inftituted  betvireen  the  fevere 
punifliment  infii6led  upon  the  enemies  of  the  people 
of  God,  and  the  moderated  afflictions  wherewith  the 

church  had  been  vifited. ^The  perfon  introduced, 

as  having  fmitten  and  flain,  is  Jehovah,  who  puniflied 
leviathan,,  and  who  keeps  hi^  vineyard.    The  people 
whom  he  fmote  with  moderation,  were  Jacob  and 
Ifrael,  whom  he  caufeth  to  take  root,  and  to  fill  the 
world  with  fruit.    The  other  perfons  fpoken  of,  are 
the  briers  and  thorns,,  who  wounded  and  injured  the 
fervants  of  the  Moft  High.    The  prophet  inquires,  if 
God  hath  fmitten  Ifrael,  as  he  fipote  their  perfecutors. 
The  quedion  hath  evidently  the  force  of  a  (Irong  ne« 
gation,  as  queftions  of  this  fort  frequently  have  in 
icripture.    The  words,  divefted  of  their  interrogatory 
form,  plainly  denote  what  they  are  intended  to  ex- 
preis;  namely,  that  God  hath  not  fmitten  and  flain 
his  people,  as  he  hath  done  their  wicked  enemies. 
Both  the  righteous  and  the  wicked,  in  the  all- wife 
and  juft  providence  of  God,  are  fubje£ted  to  afHic* 
tions  and  death :   no  exemptions  are  made  by  him 
who  corre£teth  the  nations,  and  hath  appointed  for 
all  men  once  to  diei    Notwithftanding,  God  doth  not 
fmite  and  flay  the  righteous,  as  he  doth  their  mali- 
cious adverfaries  and  cruel  perfecutors ;  fuch  as  the 
Aflfyrians  and  Syrians  were  in  ancient  times.     Them 
he  fmote  and  flew  in  his  hot  difpleafure,  with  juft  in- 
dignation againft  their  enormous  crimes,  until  they 
were  entirely  overthrown;  a  judgment  this,  which 
the  fervants  of  God  deprecate,  as  the  greateft  evil 
that  can  befal  them.    His  people  he  afflifls  in  mercy, 
loving-kindnefs,  and  faithfulnefs,  with  the  view  of 
promoting  their  fpiritual  advantage ;  and  though  be 
flay  them,  they  are  encouraged  to  truft  in  his  wifddm^ 

love. 
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love,  power,  and  vef acity.   The  punifliments  infliQed 
upon  the  wicked,  are  the^  jufl:  recompenfe  of  their  ini* 
quities,  whereby  the  Almighty  difplays  his  confum^ 
mate  righteoufnefs  and  awful  vengeance.    The  afflic- 
tions wherewith  the  people  of  God  are  tried,  are  de- 
figned  to  accomplifli  the  mod  falutary  purpofes,  to 
purify  them  from  corruption,  to  detach  them  from 
this  prefent  evil  world,  to  imbitter  fin,  and  to  prepare 
them  for  another  and  happier  flate  than  this.    The 
calamities  fent  upon  the  wicked,  are  intended  to  de- 
monflrate  the  righteoufnefs  of  the  Lord,  to  give 
alarming  examples  of  his  dreadful  difpleafure  againft 
fm,  and  to  rid  his  church  of  their  implacable  ene- 
mies.— ' — By  this  verfe,  we  are  reminded  of  the  red- 
procal  oppofition  that  never  fails  to  difcover  itfelf, 
fubfifting  between  the  Ifrael  of  God,  and  ihofc  who 
rife  up  againft  them.    The  difference  of  their  cha- 
rader  and  condu£i,  and  of  God's  difpenfations  to- 
ward them,  is  uniformly  confpicuous  in  every  age. 
*  An  unjuft  man  (faith  the  proverb)  is  an  abomina- 
'  *  tion  to  the  juft — And  he  that  is  upright  in  his  way, 
^  is  abomination  to  the  wicked.^    In  confequence  of 
this  contrariety,  the  wicked  plotteth  againft  the  juft, 
and  fmiteth  them;   and  the  righteous  Lord,  who 
hateth  iniquity,  and  avengeth  the  injuries  done  to  his 
fervants,  fmiteth  them  much  more  feverely  than  he 
doth  his  peculiar  people. 

8  In  meafure  when  it  fhooteth  forth,  thou 
wilt  debate  with  it ; .  he  flayeth  his  rough  wind 
in  the  day  of  the  eaft-wind. 

Our  prophet  declares  in  thefe  words,  that  God  will 
be  gracioufly  pleafed  to  mitigate  the  affl?  7ibns  with 
which  he  vifiteth   his  people,   and   to  proportion 

them  to  their  particular  circumftances. A  perfon 

chaftizes  or  puni(hes  in  meafure,  when  the  chaftifement 
or  punifhment' is  exafUy  fuited  to  the  demerit^ of  the 
iranfgreilion,  or  the  enormity  of  the  crime  commit- 
ted* 


y£R.  ^      PROPHECIES  OF  ISAIAH.  495 

t^.  He  is  alfo  faid  to  punifli  In  meafure,  when ,  the 
correfHon  adminiftered  is  greatly  moderated^  and  lefs 
than  the  offence  hath  merited.  Even  when  God  feems 
to  punifli  men  with  the  greateft  feverity,  he  proceeds 
according  to  the  ftri&eil  juflice ;  but  when  he  chaf- 
tizes  his  people,  the  corre&ion  headminifters  is  always 
lefs  than  their  iniquities  deferve.  This  is  the  dodrlne 
uniformly  eftabliflied  in  fcripture,  as  may  be  evident 
from  the  following  expreilions,  taken  from  among 
many  that  might  have  been  adduced  on  this  fubjed : 
^  He  will  not  contend  for  ever,  neither  will  he  be  aU 

*  ways  wroth  •.    In  the  midft  of  deferved' wrath,  he 

*  remembers  mercy.    1  will  corredt  thee  in  meafure, 

^  and  will  not  leave  thee  altogether  unpunifhed  f .' 

When  it  Jhooteth  forth ^  thou  wilt  debate  with  it.  If 
tranfgreffion,  which  is  the  fource  of  every  calamity, 
be  intended  by  that  which  fliooteth  forth,  the  ex- 
prefEon  may  import,  that,  when  the  people  of  God 
proceed  to  trefpafs  againft  him,  and  their  corruptions, 
begin  to  fliew  themfelves,  he  will  give  an  early  and 
fesdonable  check  to  their  progrefs,  and  prevent  them 
from  nowing  tp  any  great  height.  If  afflidion^ 
which  is  the  juft  confequence  of  (in,  be  meant,  the 
words  may  denote,  as  the  marginal  tranflation  feems 
to  intimate,  that,  when  God  is  about  to  fend  afflic- 
tions upon  his  people,  he  will  attentively  confider 
what  kind,  and  what  meafure,  is  beft  adapted  to  ac- 
compliOi  the  end  he  hath  in  view ;  and  exadtly  pro- 
portion them  to  their  circumftances,  and  the  falu- 
rary  purpofes  he  intends  to  promote.  He  will  not 
difpenfe  to  them  one  grain  of  more  trouble  than  his 
confummate  wifdom  fees  proper  for  their  benefit,  nor 
fuffer  them  to  be  tempted  above  what  they  are  able 
to  bear;  but  with  the  trial,  he  will  open  a  way  to 
efcape,  that  xhey  may  be  able  to  bear  it* 

He  Jiayeth  his  rough  wind  in  the  day  of  the  ea/l- 
wind.  From  whatever  natural  caufes  the  wind  arffes, 
it  may'jv^ly  be  confidered  as  one  of  the  wonderful 

^  Ifaiahlvii.  i5.  f  Jer.  xxx.  ji. 

works 
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"Works  of  God,  who  bringech  it  forth  out  of  his  treafores. 
In  the  language  of  fcripture,  he  is  faid  to  have  creat- 
ed, to  have  prepared,  to  have  commanded  it,  to  exe- 
cute divers  purpofes.  He  appointeth  the  particular 
feafons  in  which  it  fhall  blow,  the  places  in  which  it 
ihall  arife,  the  direSion  it  fhall  take,  and  the  efieds  * 
it  (hall  produce.  Two  forts  of  winds  are  here  men- 
tioned, the  rough  and  the  eaft  wind ;  both  of  wluch, 
I  fuppofe^  mud  be  underftood,  not  in  the  literal,  but 
in  the  figurative  fenfe,  denoting  afflidions,  which, 
like  the  wind,  are  entirely  at  the  divine  difpofal,  are 
ftrong,  violent,  and  troublefome,  though,  at  the 
fame  time,  they  are  ufeful  and  falutary.  oome  afflic- 
tions refemble  rough  and  boifterous  winds,  that  are 
awful  and  terrible;  others  are  like  the  eaft-wind, 
fharp,  penetrating,  and  withering.  Now  the  prophet 
here  declares,  that  God  will  in  mercy  (lay  the  one, 
when  the  other  arifes.  Such  is  his  tender  compafficm 
difplayed  in  his  difpenfations  toward  his  people,  that, 
when  he  vifits  them  with  (harp  affli£lion&,  he  will 
gracioufly  reftrain  thofe  violent  didrefles  which  niigbt 
precipitate  them  into  the  depths  of  irremediable  cala- 
mities. God  deals  gently  and  kindly  with  his  pecu- 
liar people  at  all  times,  elpecially  in  troublous  days. 
Even  when  they  commit  iniquity,  he  chaftens  them 
only  with  the  rod  of  man :  the  Hebrew  word  fignifieSf 
of  a  frail  and  feeble  man,  who  doth  not  give  a  very 

hard  ftroke. When  we  accurately  trace  the  divine 

procedure  toward  the  church,  efpecially  in  times  of 
didrefs  and  calamity,  we  cannot  fait  to  obferve  the 
accompli(hment  of  this  prophecy,  which  hath  been 
verified  in  a  thoufand  indances,  and  been  gratefully 
acknowledged  to  the  praife  oF  divine  grace.  Senfible 
of  the  divine  goodnefs  expreiTed  in  this  declaration, 
let  us  utiite  pur  requeds  to  God,  in  the  Words  of  the 
prophet  Jeremiah :  •  O  Lord,  correft  us,  but  with 
^  judgment ;  not  in  thine  anger,  led  thou  bring  us 
•  to  nothing  *.* 

*  Jcr.  X.  24. 

9By 
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9  By  this  therefore  (hall  the  ifliquity  of  Ja<« 
€ob  be  purged^  and  this  is  all  the  fruit  to  take 
away  his  fm ;  when  he  maketh  all  the  ftones  of 
the  altar  as  chalk-ftones  that  are  beaten  in  fun- 
der,  the  groves  and  images  fhall  not  (land  up. 

-  Thefe  words  explicitly  declare,  that  the  affiidions 
wherewith  the  church  were  to  be  viiited,  fhould  prove 
the  happy  means  of  delivering  them  from  idolatry,  fu- 
perftinon,  and  hypocrify ;  and  of  reftoring  them  to 
purity  in  do&ine,  worOiip,  and  pradice.  This  verfe 
is  coOQeded  with  the  preceding,  by  the  word  there- 
fbrcy  intimating,  that  the  eflfeds  here  mentioned,  are 
fuch  as  may  be  expeded  to  follow  froth  what  was 
there  faid.  Since  the  ali-wife  God  CTaciopily  attends 
to  every  circumftance  relative  to  his  people,  and  is 
pleafed  to  proportion  and  mitigate  their  afflidions, 
they  muft  be  accompanied  with  the  moft  falutary  ef- 
fe&s,  J  >  ■  jgy  this  Jhall  the  iniquity  of  Jacob  be  purged. 
By  means  .of  the  ills  and  calamities  of  life  wherewith 
the  pofterlty  of  Jacob  are  viflted,  their  iniquity  fhall 
be  purged.  In  fcripture-Ianguage,  purging  of  iniquity 
fometimes  denotes,  the  taking  away  the  guilt  which 
hath  been  thereby  contraded ;  the  diflblving  the  ob- 
ligation to  fuifer  puni(hment,  by  forgiving  die  tref- 
ps^s.  In  this  fcnfe,  the  expreflion  is  to  be  underftood 
in  that  awful  declaration  made  to  Eli  the  prieft, 
^  That  the  iniquity  of  his  houfe  (hall  not  be  pyrged 
♦  with  facrifice,  nor  offering  for  ever  ♦ ;'  /.  r.  the 
guilt  contraded  by  his  family,  was  not  to  be  removed 
by  tbofe  means  which  were  inftituted  for  obtaining 
the  pardon  of  fm.  According  to  this  interpretation, 
the  words  before  us  import,  that  the  people  of  God^ 
by  means  of  afflidions,  are  purified  from  iniquity. 
Seafon^  of  diftrefs  are  efpecially  appropriated  to  feek. 
the  Lord :  affli£tion  excites  them  eameUly  tq  implore, 
that  he  would  forgive  their  fins,  and  take  away  their 

*  I  Sam.  iiL,i4« 

Vol.  II.  3  R  guilty 


498  '  LECTURES  ok  the   Chap.  XXm 

guilt,  in  virtue  of  the  great  propitiatory  facrifice 
which  be  himfelf  hath  fet  forth ;  that  he  would  re* 
(lore  them  to  a  -copifbrtable  fenfe  of  his  pardoning 
mercy,,  and  the  ineftimable  benefits  conneded  with 
it.  In  times  of  trouble,  when  God  is  thus  fought, 
he  often  manifefts  himfelf  favourable  and  propitious ; 
and  conveys  to  his  a0ii&ed  fervants,  the  renewed  par- 
don of  their  fip$,  with  a  reviv^n^  fenfe  of  his  favour 
and  Iqve. 

4nd  tbii  is  all  the  fruit  tq  take  away  his  Jin.  The 
effe^s  intended  to  be  produced,  by  the  afflidive 
difpenfations  wherewith  Oo4  vifits  his  people,  arej 
depriving  fi|i  ot  its  |X)wer  over  them,  'and  van- 
quilh^ng  thofe  evil  habits  that  the;y  have  con^raded. 

*  Though  affli&ion^  JFpr  the  prefent  are  not  joyous^ 
^  but  grievous ;  nev^rthelefs,  afteri^^rd  they  yield  the 
^  peaceable  fruits  of  right^pufi^efs,  tp  them  whp  are 

•  exercifed  thereby  *n*  Th?  infpired  writer,  wbofe 
words  I  have  now  quoted,  that  he  might  give  the 
chiTdren  of  Ood  a  ju(t  fenfe  of  the  u^lrty  of  divine 
chaftifements,  puts  as  it  were  intp  the  one  fcale,  the 
uneafinefs  with  which  they  are  accpmpamed,  ^d  into 
the  other,  he  places  the  good  which  they  tend  to  pro-, 
xnotci  an^  weighing  them  iii  a  juft  balance,  he 
ihews,  that  the  latter  evidently  preponderate  the  for- 
mer*  Affli&ions  to  the  people  of  God,  are  a  bitter, 
but  often  a  wholefoipe  Inedici^e,  attended  with  lalu- 
tary  effe^s.  When  blefled  and  fandified  of  God, 
they  xiot  only  induce  them  to  beg  of  God  the  forgiver 
nefs  of  fins,  but  they  ferve  to  Ihew  them  the  vanity  of 
the  world,  the  uncertainty  pf  its  enjoyments,  the  de- 
ceitfulnefs  of  its  ple^fures,  and  the  prec^irioufnefs  of 
its  richer  and  honours.  T^ey  remove  thofe  falfe  co- 
lours with  wbich  fin  was  covered ;  they  awaken  the 
confcience  to  feel  the  power  of  divine  truths ;  they 
take  off  the  heart  frpm  confidence  in  the  creature ; 
they  make  fenfible  of  the  dreadful  defert  of  tranf^ef- 
iion,  and  fhew  what  an  evil  and  bitter  thing  it  is  to 

*  Hc(>.  xli.  x^. 

depart 
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depart  from  the  Lord  our  God.  Sandified  afllidions 
teoid  iikewife  to  humble  the  pride  of  the  human  heart, 
to  difcove'r  the  folly  of  carnal  confidence^  to  mortify 
fin,  to  mould  into  filial  fubjedion  to  the  Father  of 
fpirits,  to  exercife  and  improve  every  divine  grace, 
fuch  as  patience,  fubmiffionv  refignation,  and  heavenly 
mindednefs.  The  defign  of  God  then,  in  bringing 
his  fervants  into  diftreffed  circumftances,  is  not  to 
hurt,  but  to  do  them  good ;  not  to  deftroy,  but  to 
purify  them  from  corruption.  Let  the  confideration 
of  thde  gracious  ends  which  God  hath  in  view  to  ac- 
complifli,  by  the  evils  that  we  fuffer,  engage  us  to 
bear  them  patiently,  and  to  improve  them  raithfuUy 
for  our  fpirituai  and  eternal  benefit :  and  let  us  fre- 
quently recoiled,  if  thefe  precious  fruits  have  been 
produced  in  us,  by  means  of  the  afflidions  with 
which  we  have  been  vifited. 

IVben  be  maketb  all  the  Jlones  of  the  altar  as  chalks 
fttmes  that  are  beaten  in  f under ^  &c.    There  feems  to 
be  an  allufion,  in  thefe  words,  to  the  exprefs  com- 
mand which  God  gave  to  Ifrael  of  old,  *  to  deftroy 

*  all  the  places  which  the  nations  whom  they  expelled 
^  had  confecrated  to  idolatry  and  fuperftition,  to  over- 
^  throw  their  altars,  to  break  down  their  pillars,  to 

*  bum  their  groves  with  fire,  to  hew  down  the  graven 
^  images  of  their  gods,  and  to  deftroy  their  names 
^  out  of  the  land  *.'  So  completely  were  they  re- 
quired to  abolifli  the  monuments  and  inftruments  of 
idolatry  and  fuperftition,  that  they  beat  them  to  pow- 
der like  foft  chalk-ftones,  and  then  threw  the^uft 
into  fome  river,  that  the  leaft  veftige  of  them  might 
Dot  be  found.  In  this  manner,  Mofes  deftroyed  the 
golden  calf  that  the  Ifraelites  worfliipped  f ;  and  thus 
Hezekiah  put  an  end  to  the  brazen  ferpent,  to  which 
they  did  burn  incenfe  |.  The  pundual  execution  of 
the  order  above  mentioned,  would  be  reckoned  a 
proof  of  their  obedience  to  the  divine  authority,  and 

*  Dcttt  xli.  3.      f  Exod.  sx»L  20.      %  a  Kiogi  xviii.  4. 
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their  indignation  againft  idolatry.  The  time 
God  Would  take  away  the  iniquity  of  Jacob  is  thui 
defcribed,  when  he  maketh  all  the  ftones  of  the  altar 
as  chalk-itones ;  when  the  altars,  that  had  been  ef ed- 
ed  for  the  purpofes  of  facrificing  unto  idols,  and  of 

s  perfbrmihg  thereon  prohibited  fuperftitioos  worlhipt 
ihall  be  broken  down,  the  ftones  of  which  they  werof 
bulk  (hall  be>beaten  to  powder  like  chalk-ftones,  and 
thrown  with  deteftation  into  the  water,  that  they  toxf 
never  more  be  ufed  in  any  work*~-*«-7i&^  groves  and 
images  Jhali  noiftand  up  ;  but  be  entirely  overthrown^ 
as  a  pv:d>lic  teftimony  of  their  hatred  of  idohitroot 

'  and  fuperftitious  pra€tices.--'^-<-Stich  were  die  rs< 
markable  effe&s  that  followed  the  captivity  at  Baby< 
k>n,  that  ever  (ince  that  memorable  period  wherda 
the  pofterity  pf  Ilrael  were  greatly  affli£bed,*tbey  bate 
umformly  difcovered  ^s  great  an  averfion  to,  as  eter 
they  had  (hewn  a  fondnels  for  idolatry*  This  circum* 
ftance  reprefents,  in  a  ftriking  light,  what  ought  to 
be  the  effe^s  of  thofe  afflidive  difpenfations  of  provi^ 
doice,  that  are  accompanied  with  the  happy  fruits  of 
taking  away  fin.  They  difpofe  th^  perfons  who  ez« 
perience  them,  to  adopt,  with  a  noble  difdain,  the 
language  bf  Ephraim :  ^  What  have  I  any  more  to  do 
^  with  idols  ?    We  will  fay  no  more  to  the  work  of 

'  ^  our  hands.  Ye  are  our  gods :  for  in  thee  (the  Lord 
*  our  God)  the  fiithetlefs  findeth  mercy  *.*  Wc 
heartily  renounce  thofe  lying  vanities,  which,  ia 
times  paft,  we  have  followed,  firmly  detennioed, 
through  thy  grace,  to  teftify  the  utrooft  abhorrence 
of  our  former  iniquities,  and  to  cleave  unto  thee  vith 
purpofe  of  heart  Such  are  the  prevailing  featiments 
of  thofe  who  are  purified  from  all  iniquity  unto  God, 

a  peculiar  people,  zealous  of  good  works. 

I 

I  o  Yet  the  defenced  ciiyjball  be  defolate,  and 

the  habitation  forfaken,  and  left  like  a  vrilder^ 

» 
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ne& ".  there  (hall  the  calf  feed,  and  there  fhall  he 
lie  down,  and  confume  the  branches  thereof. 

Having  mendoned  the  ftrong  expreifions  of  detefta- 
lion  againft  idolatry,  which  were  to  be  the  effe£b  of 
lan&ified  afflidions  to  the  people  of  God,  our  pro- 
phet, as  I  fuppofe,  proceeds  to  foretel  the  total  defo- 
lation  of  that  great  city,  which  was  the  chief  fupport 
of  idolatry  and  fuperftition.  The  defenced  city,  of 
which  he  fpeaks,  was  probably  no  other  than  Baby« 
Ion,  which  was  always  inimical  to  the  people  dF  God, 
the  patron  of  idolatry,  the  mother  or  the  abomina- 
tions of  the  earth.  The  country  around  it,  and  its 
inhabitants,  are  thus  defcribed  by  the  prophet  Jere« 
miah :  ^  It  is  a  land  of  graven  images,  and  they  are 
^  mad  upon  their  idols  *.'  According  to  this  fuppo- 
fition,  the  feveral  parts  of  Ifaiah's  difcourfe  are  admi« 
rably  cdnneded;  and  the  defign  of  it,  which  wai 
to  reprefent  the  awful  judgments  which  were  to  be 
executed  upon  the  enemies  of  the  church,  is  fully  an* 
fwered. ^The  Jews,  after  thdr  return  from  Baby- 
lon to  their  own  land  (groves  and  images  being  abo- 
liflied,  and  that  great  city  deftroyed),  were  no  more  to 
fall  into  idolatry,  but  to  adhere  clofely  to  the  worfiiip 
of  the  true  God.  The  folitary  and  uninhabited  con- 
dition of  that  powerful  and  populous  city,  is  here  ex- 
hibited in  diverfe  emphatical  expreffionS,  which,  when 
complexly  confidered,  depid:,  in  ftrong  colours,  the 
miferable  ftate  to  which  it  was  to  be  reduced.-— —« 
The  defenced  city  Jhall  be  defolaie^  entirely  laid  wafte 
and  overthrown.  And  the  habitation  fbrfaken.  The 
magnificent  palaces,  and  fplendid  houfes,  wherein  the 
kings,  the  princes,  and  nobles  refided,  were  to  be  bu* 
ried  in  ruins.  And  left  like  a  wildemefs^  lonely,  and 
without  inhabitant.  There  fhall  the  calf  feed^  and 
there  fhall  he  lie  down.  The  place  whereon  the  city 
ftood,  was  to  be  occupied  by  cattle,  which  were  to 

•  Jcr.  1.  38. 
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^ze  there ;  and,  ranging  at  full  liberty,  they  would 
eat  up  and  confume  the  branches  thereof ^  which  fprung 
from  the  trees  and  the  willows,  that  grew  by  the  ri- 
ver Euphrates.  Having  illuftrated  this  fubjed  at  con* 
fiderable  length,  when  leduring  from  chap.  xiii.  19; 
and  following  verfes,  I  only  notice  one  odier  circum- 
fiance  mentioned  in  the  next  verfe« 

i  I  When  the  bougtis  tkereof*  ?ire  withered, 
they  fhall  be  broken  off:  the  women  come  and 
fet  them  on  fire :  for  it  //  a  people  of  no  under- 
ftanding :  therefore  he  that  made  them  will  not 
have  mercy  on  them,  and  he  that  formed  them 
will  fhew  them  no  favour* 

The  fmall  branches  and  young  twigs,  thlt  had  be* 
come  dry  and  withered,  were  to  be  broken  off,  and 
gathered  by  women  for  fewel,  or  fet  on  fire  in  the 
open  fields  for  various  purpofes.  This,  taken  in 
connexion  with  what  was  faid  in  the  former  verfe, 
plainly  intimates,  the  complete  defolation  of  the  de- 
fenced  city.  Confider  Babylon  here,  as  in  many 
prophecies  where  fhe  is  mentioned,  as  comprehend- 
ing other  cities  and  empires  inimical  to  the  church  of 
God,  addided  to  idblatry  and  fuperflition,  and  in 
her  deftru&ion,  behold  their  total  fubverfion.  And 
as  the  literal  Babylon  was  a  type  and  figure  of  myfti- 
cal  Babyfon,  in  the  defolation  of  the  former,  contem- 
plate the  image  pf  the  entire  overthrow  of  the  latter. 

For  it  is  a  people  of  no  underjlanding.  Thefe  words 
fugged  the  reafon  why  the  preceding  predided  judg- 
ments were  to  be  inflided.  The  men  of  Babylon 
were  indeed  a  people  of  no  underltanding,  in  matters 
relative  to  true  religion;  which  no  man  knoweth, 
but  thofe  to  whom  God  hath  revealed  them  by  his 
Spirit.  Though  they  were  naturally  intelligent  and 
judicious,  they  were  deftitute  of  fpiritual  underltand- 
ing \  they  had  no  knowledge  of  the  infinite  glory  of 

JehovaJi» 
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JelK)vahy  the  perfeSion  of  his  law,  the  purity  of  his 
worfhip,  and  the  excellence  of  his  faIvation«  They 
were  not  acquainted  with  their  own  beft  and  eternal 
interefts,  nor  did  they  purfue  them  by  thoTe  means 
whereby  they  could  be  effedtually  promoted  and  (e^ 
cured.  In  this  refpeft,  notwithftanding  all  their  high 
pretenfions  to  wifdom  and  knowledge,  they  were  per-^ 
JcQly  on  a  level  with  the  children  of  men ;  concern- 
ing whom  God  declares,  ^  There  is  none  that  under- 
^  ftandeth,  there  is  none  that  feeketh  after  God  V 
They  were  wife  to  do  evil ;  but  to  do  good,  they  had 
no  knowledge*  ^  They  had  become  vain  in  their 
*  imaginations,  and  their  foolifh  heart  was.  darkened. 
^  Protefling  themfelves  to  be  wife,  they  becapixe  fools ; 
^  and  changed  the  glory  of  the  incorrupiible  Qod, 

^  into  an  image  made  like  to  corruptible  manf.' >. 

On  account  of  this  grofs  infenfibility,  and  bafe  per- 
verfion  of  the  benefits  they  enjoyed,  it  was  foretold, 

Therefore  he  that  made  them  will  not  have  mercy  on 
theffij  &c.  God  is  the  Maker  of  all  men :  his  hands 
hatl^  made  and  fafhioned  them :  he  curiouily  wrought 
them  in  the  lower  parts  of  the  earth ;  and  therefore 
he  often  -acknowledges,  that  he  ftands  connected 
with  us  in  this  intimate  relation.  As  he  made,  fo  he 
alfo  formed  them  into  thofe  feveral  focieties  into 
which  they  are  ranked.  He  forms  them  in  their 
civil  capacity,  high  and  low,  rich  and  poor,  ftrong 
and  weak,  as  feemeth  good  in  his  fight.  Men  fhould 
therefore  reverence  and  honour  their  Maker:  they 
ought  to  depend  on  him  who  formed  them,  for  their 
prefervation ;  they  ought  to  obey  his  laws,  and  to 
fubmit  to  his  appointment.  Indeed,  thev  muil  be 
void  of  underftanding,  who  do  not  thus  acknowledge 
their  Maker,  and  by  negleding  their  duty  toward 
him,  forfeit  his  mercy  and  favour.— ^y^&^r^r^  he 
that  made  them  will  not  have  mercy  on  them.  Mankind, 
by  tranfgreflion,  have  not  only  obfcured  their  under- 

« 

^  Rom.  iii.  IX.  f  Roin.  i.  21,  22,  23. 
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ftandingSy  and  loft  all  claim  to  the  diving  favour,  but 
they  have  alfo  expofed  themfelves  to  prefent  and  fu* 
ture  mifery.  This,  in  particular,  was  the  cafe  with 
the  inhabitants  of  Bs^bylon,  who  had  become  ez* 
tremely  impious  and  wicked.  Now,  when  God  hath 
mercy  upon  men,  and  (heweth  them  favour,  he  defi« 
yers  them  from  deferved  deftru^on,  and  gives  theni 
nn  und^rftanding  to  know  him.  This  favour,  how- 
ever, he  declares,  by  our  prophet,  he  would  not  con^ 
fer  upo^  the  Babylonians.  Jehovah  is  holy  and  righ- 
teous in  aU  his  ways.  Poflefled  of  ibvereign  right 
to  difpenfe  and  with-hold  his  mercy,  a  preroga- 
tive to  which  princes,  to  which  indeed  atl  men  by 
claim,  he  diftributea  his  favours  according  to  his 
good  pleafure.    ^  He  hath  mercy  on  whom  he  will 

*  have  mercy,  and  whom  he  will,  he  hardeneth^. 

*  What  ihall  we  fay  then.  Is  there  unrighteoufiiefs 

*  with  God?  God  forbid f.* 1  confider  it  not  to  be 

my  bufmefs  to  ftart  difficulties,  and  the^  to  difpiay 
ingenuity  and  learning  in  refolving  them.  This  pro- 
vince, in  my  opinion,  falls  to  the  profefibr  of  ^vi. 
nity,  and  the  critical  writer,  who  are  expeded  to  be 
Well-(killed  in  this  art.  A  plain  practical  preacher 
wifhes  rather  to  inftruf^  and  edify  his  people,  ^d 
thoroughly  to  furniih  them  for  every  good  work, 
whereby  they  may  adorQ  their  profeffion,  and  glorify 
their  heavenly  Father,  than,  by  nice  difcuffion,  to  per- 
plex their  heads,  and  amufe  their  fancies.  I  will  not 
therefore  ftay  to  ft  ate  and  folve  a  difficulty  which  this 
fubje£):  naturally  fuggefts,  to  the  folution  of  which, 
modefty,  humility,  and  a  facred  regard  to  the  word 
of  God,  will  contribute  much  more  than  a  learned 
difquifition. 

1 2  H  And  it  fhall  come  to  pafs  in  that  day. 
that  the  Lord  fhall  beat  off  from  the  channel  ot 
the  river  unto  the  flream  of  Egypt,  and  ye  fhall 
be  gathered  one  by  one,  O  ye  children  of  Ifrael. 

•  Rom.  IX.  18.  -f  Vcr.  14. 
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The  Lord  here  promifes  to  open  the  way  for  eoU 
leding^  his  people,  trom  their  difperlions  in  dj^fef ent 
countries,  that  they  might  unite  in  his  worfhip  and 
fervice.— ^7-if  «rf  it  /halt  come  to  pafs  in  that  day* 
The  ekprdlion^  as  I  have  often  remarked,  muft  be 
underftood  with  confidorable  latitude,  denoting,  that, 
about  the  time,  or  foon  after  the  preceding  predic- 
tions were  to  be  iiccomplilhed,  the  Lord,  who  is  wife 
m  heart,  mighty  in  ftrength,  and  faithful  to  all  his 
promifes,  Jhall  heat  cff  from  the  channel  of  the  river 
unto  tbeftream  of  Egypt.  The  Hebrew  word  tranilated 
heat  ^,  fignifies  fuch  a  beating  as  is  given  to  the 
wheat,  in  order  to  feparate  it  from  the  ftraw  and  the 
chaff;  ot  fuch  a  beating,  or  ftrikine,  as  is  given  to 
an  olive  or  fig  tree,  to  ftake  off  the  miit  that  h  upon 
it.  In  this  lait  fenfe,  it  is  ufed  by  Mofes,  in  the  law  r 
^  When  thou  beateft  thine  olive-tree,  thou  flialt  not 
^'  go  over  the  boughs  again :  it  ihall  be  for  the  ftran-» 
^  ger,  for  the  widow,  and  for  the  fatherlefe*/  Im 
ailttfion  to  this  pra£tice,  the  word  is  elegantly  ufed 
in  its  metaphorical  fenfe,  to  exprels  fome  powerful 
aft  of  Jehovah,  whereby  he  was  to  (hake  the  king- 
doms, and  to  raife  a  violent  concuflion  in  the  coun« 
iriest  fituated  between  the  rivers  mentioned,  where 
the  Jews  were  difperfed ;  which  fliould  be  the  means 
of  feparating  them  from  the  people  among  whom! 
they  were  feattered,  of  reftoring  them  to  liberty,  and 
of  collefting  them  into  the  body  of  the  church.  The 
Babylonians,  Egyptians,  and  Syrians,  were  the  na- 
tions which  pofieffed  the  extenfive  traft  of  country 
which  is  thus  defcribed :  ' 

From  the  channel  of  the  river  unto  the  fiream  of 
Egypt.    The  river  here  meant,  is  the  Euphrates, 
which  is  repeatedly  intended  in  diis  prophecy,  where 
the  river  is  mentioned  without  a  name  being  given  ^ 
to  it.    By  die  ftream  or  river  of  Egypt,  is  ugnified' 
the  Nile,  the  celebrated  river  that  flows  through  that 

*  Deut.  zxiT.  20. 
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country.  Thefe  iwd  remarkable  rivers  formed  the 
bou&(!Urie8  of  that  eltenfive  country,  which  God  was 
about  to  (hake,  or  beat,  that  he  might  colled  toge- 
ther his  dilperfrf  people.*--— -if Wy^T^^//  be  gathered 
cne  by  one^  &c.  The  prophet  Jeremiah  ufes  a^fimilar 
expreffipn,  when  fpeaking  to  the  fame  people :  *  I  will 
^  take  you  pne  of  a  city,  and  two  of  a  family,  and  I 

*  wlU  bring  you  to  Zion  ♦.'  The  prophet  Ezekid 
alfo  predi&ed  the  iame  great  event :  Therefore,  Thus 
^  laith  the  Lord  God,  I  will  even  gather  you  from 

*  the  people,  and  aflemble  you  from  the  countries 

*  ^ht)[t  ye  have  been  fcattered,  and  I  will  ^e  you 

*  the  land  of  Ifrael  f  /  Ye  Ihall  be  gathered  one  by 
one,  as  the  olives,  which  are  fliaken  oflFthe  olive-tree, 
are  gathered  with  great  care,  fo  that  none;.of  them 
may  be  ld%,  or  loft.  This  prophecy  Ifaiah  i^reffed^ 
not  only  to  the  pofterity  of  Judah,  but  to  all  the  tribes 
of  Ifrael,  that  he  might  give  them  to  underftand,  the 
paternal  care  of  Jehovah  over  all  the  defcendants  of 
that  renowned  patriarch.— —The  Lord  continually 
obferveth  his  people,  and  taketh  particular  notice  of 
them,  wherever  they  are.  Earthly  parents,  when 
their  children  are  difperfed  into  different  countries, 
cannot  attend  them,  nor  be  acquainted  with  their  (Jn 
veral  circumftances..  It  is  not  fo  with  God,  the  Fa- 
ther of  his  people,  whofe  eyes  nin  to  aiid  fro  through- 
out the  earth,  to  ihew  himfelf  flrong  in  behalf  of  uie 
upright  in  heart.  His  eyes  are  in  every  place,  obferr- 
ing  their  particular  condu€i:  and  cc»dition,  that  he' 
may  ftrengthen,  comfort,  and  do  them  good,  as  thdr 
neceffities  require.  Though  you  may  be  in  mean  and 
deftitute  circumftances,  he  will  gradoufly  regard  you : 
he  will  hear  your  prayer,  and  remember  you  for 
good ;  fo  that  you  (hall  have  reafon  to  lay  with  Da- 
vid, ^  I  was  brought  low,  and  he  helped  me|.* 

13  And  it  ihall  come  to  paTs  in  that  day,  that 
the  great  trumpet  (hall  be  blown,  and  they  ihall 

f  Jqr.  ill.  14.        f  Ezek.  xL  17.        %  PlaL  czti-  6. 
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€ome  which  were  ready  to  periih  in  the  land  of 
Aflyria^  and  the  outcafts  in  the  land  of  Egypt, 
and  {hall  worihip  the  Lord  in  the  holy  mount 
at  Jerufalem. 

Thde  words  defcribe  the  happy  fuccefe  of  the  means 
to  be  employed  for  gathering  all  God's  eleft,  vbp 
v^ere  fcattered  abroad,  that  they  might  unite  tose- 

ther  in  the  folemn  fervices  of  bis  worftiip. Am  H 

Jbali  come  to  pqfs  in  tha^t  day  :■  after  the  foregoing  pre^ 
di£^ns  fliall  h^  fulfilled,  when  Ifrael  (hall  have  taken 
root,  and  blofiomed,  and  filled  the  face  of  the  world 
with  fruit ;  and  when,  by  means  of  aSidions,  they 
fliall  have  been  purified  from  iniquity-**— 7)6^  great 
trumpet  Jbali  be  bhwn.  This  prophecy  may  perhaps 
allude  to  the  following  command,  which  the  Lord 
gave  to  his  fervant  Mofe3,  recorded  Numb*  x*  a« 
^  Make  thee  two  trumpets  of  filter ;  of  an  whole 
^  piece  fhalt  thou  make  them :  that  thou  mayeft  ufe 
^  them  for  the  caUing  of  the  aflembly,  and  for  the 
^  jouroeying  of  the  camps/  From  this  ftatute  for 
Jfrael,  avd  this  law  of  the  God  of  Jacob,  it  appears, 
that  the  trumpets  which  God  appointed  his  fervant 
to  make,  were  intended  to  convene  the  congregation 
ci  Urad,  to  lblemni;;se  the  iacred  fefUva];  that  they 
were  required  to  obfi^nre  unto  the  Lord :  or  rather, 
it  may  refer  to  the  con>mencement  of  the  year  of  ju- 
bilee, which  was  proclaimed  througbput  the  land,  by 
the  found  of  a  trumpet ;  when  fervants  were  releafed, 
debts  were  cancelled,  and  poiTeffions.  that  had  been, 
ibid,  reverted  to  the  tribes  to  whom  they  originally 
belonged.  At  the  time  to  which  our  prophet  kx)kea, 
forward,  the  great  trumpet  wa$  to  be  blown  r  fonxe 
remarkable  filial  fhoyld  be  given,  for  a^n^lin^  the 
children  of  Ifrael,  who  were  then  to  recover  their  Ik 
berty,  and  to.  return  from  their  difperfions,  to  the 
hnd  given  to.  their  fitthers  for  inheritance ;  and  tp. 
jferufsJem,  that  they  might  worfhip  the  Lord  theii^ 
Qojd^  according  to  hiis  appointment*^ 
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And  tbeyjball  come  who  were  ready  to  perijby  &cw 
Tbefe  words  reprefent  the  joyful  confequehces  of  the 
above  proclamation.  The  jinifqfable  coadition  of  the 
perfons  who  were  to  take  the  benefit  of  it,  is  tha$ 
graphically  deficribed :  They  were  ready  to  perijb.  To, 
this  deplorable  ftate,  the  children  otUrael  were  re-. 
peatedly  reduced.  When  detained  in  bard  bondage 
by  the  Egyptisms,  they  were  ready  to  die,  through 
hard  labour  and  ill  treatment ;  and,  therefore,  wiitt 
this  acknowledgment  began  the  humble  confeiEon,, 
made  at  the  oiFering  pf  the  firft-fruits  pf  their  kind : 
*  A  Syrian  ready  to  perifii  was  my  father  ♦^*  When 
in  captivity  at  Babylon,  their  circumftances  were  little 
better,  llie  king  of  Affyria  ruled  the  nations  \n  aa- 
Ker,  and  fmote  the  people  in  wrath :  with  a  coniinual 
^rok^,  he  greatly  opprefTed  thofe  whom  he  conquer- 
ed I  efpecialiy  the  qaptives,  whom^  he  carried  away 
into  'his  own  land.  Under  the  power  of  this  haughty 
xnonarch,  and  fubjeS  to  his  caprice^  whofe  tender 
mercies  were  cruelty,  through  a^i^on  and  oppref- 
lien,  they  were  ready  to  perifh.-f< — Others,  of  them. 
were  outcaJU  in  the  land  efEgypt^  Many  o|  them  had 
retired  into  Egypt,  in  timei  of  danger :  many  had 
be^n  carried  thither,  at  different  pevipds,  by  the 
Egyptians^  and  remained  in  the  land }  concerning 
whpm  the  Lord  thus  fpake,  by  the  prophet  Jeremiah : 
^  They  called  thee  an  outcaft  f  .*  In  this  manner 
wer^  they  treated,  as  a  reproach,  a  prov^b,  a  tmnty 
and  a  curfe,  in  all  places  whither  they  went|. 
From  thefe  diflant  countries,  it  is  foretold,  they  Jhall 
£ome.  The  accomplifhment  of  this  predi^ion  inight 
feem  to  themfelves,  and  to  others,  extremely  difficult, 
if  not  altogether  impoffibte.  They  fived  in  diftant 
kingdoms,  they  were  fubjed  to  powerful  nations9 
they  were  employed  in  fervile  hard  labpur,  and  di4 
they  offer  to  depart  out  pf  thofe  kingdoms  which 
reaped  the  benefit  of  thdr  work,  the  (;onfequences  to 

^  J>ci^t.  xxTi.  5.        f  Jer.  VOL.  17,        \  Sec  Jcr.  ixiv.  ^ 

them 
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them  might  have  proved  fatal.  Read  the  eftimate 
which  they  themfelves  formed  of  their  condition: 

*  Our  bonesi  are  dried,  our  hope  is  loft,  we  are  cu( 

*  oflf  for  our  parts  *.'  Notwithftanding  their  defpon- 
dency,  their  condition  became  hopeful,  in  confe- 
queace  of  fuch  predidions  as  the  following :  '  Thus 
^  faith  the  Lord  God,  Qehold,  O  my  people,  I  wilt 
^  open  your  graves,  and  caufe  you  to  come  up  out  of 

*  your  graves,  ^d  bring  you  ii\to  the  ^anid  qf  Hrael  \^} 
They  fluU  come,  and 

Shall  worfl)ip  fhe  Lord  in  the  holy  mount  at  jferufa- 
/em.  Worfhip  fometimes  denotes  no  more  in  (crip- 
ture,  than  fome  particular  a£ts  of  homage  and  reve- 
rence which  are  due  to  the  Mof(  High.  In  this  re- 
ftrided  fenfe,  the  expreffion  is  ufed  concerning 
Elkanah,  who  went  up  out  of  his  city  yearly,  to 
worfliip,  and  to  facrifice  to  the  Lord  or  hods  in 
Shiloh.  Though  facrifices  were  anciently  a  part  of 
divine  worihip,  yet  they  are  feparately  mentioned  in 
the  pafiage  referred  to.  Sometimes  it  has  a  t^ore  ex« 
tenfive  meaning,  and  includes  the  virhole  of  that  fa- 
cred  fervice  which  men  owe  to  their  great  Creator 
and  Lord,  as  in  Pfal.  xlv.  where  it  is  written :  ^  He  is 
^  thy  Lord,  worfhip  thou  him.'  Fear  and  love,  truft 
and  obey  him,  in  a  manner  fuited  to  his  infinite  ma« 
jefty  and  gn^ndeur,  his  adoratble  condefcenfion  and 
grace,  according  to  the  rules  that  he  hath  prefcribed 
in  the  ordinances  which  he  hath  inftituted.  In  this 
large  fenfe,  worfhip  muft  be  underflood  in  the  predic- 
tion before  us.  Thofe  who  were  outcafls,  and  ready 
to  perifh,  were  to  come,  according  to  this  prophecy^ 
and  do  homage  unto  Jehovah,  by  performing  thofe 
ads  of  worfhip  which  he  hath  enjoined,  and  to  which 
he  hath  annexed  the  promife  of  his  gracious  prefence 

and  favourable  acceptance. ^The  place  where  this 

(hall  b^  done,  is,  in  the  holy  mount  at  ycmfalem; 
^hich  God  was  pleafed  to  appropriate  and  fet  apart 

*  Ezek.  xxzTii.  11.  f  Ver.  12. 

for 
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for  the  folemn  fervices  of  his  wprfliip  under  the  for-i 
xner  difpenfation^  where  he  promifed  to  meet  with  his 
people,  and  to  command  his  blefling  upon  tbem* 
Many  fine  eulogiuins  sire  pronounced  in  fcrtpture 
lipon  this  highly  favoured  city  Jerufalem.  It  is  called, 
the  city  of  the  great  King,  the  beloved  city^  the  joy 
of  th^  whole  earth,  the  holy  city,  the  city  of  the 
}^or4,  of  which  glorious  things  indeed  were  fpokeii. 
It  was  greatly  exalted  at>ove  all  other  cities,^  and  diC» 
tinguiflied  by  the  nlofl  important  privileges.  Thithec 
the  tribes  of  the  Lord  were  again  to.  go  up,  unto, 
the  teftimony  of  Ifraelj  to  give  tnanks  unto  the  name 
of  the  Lord. 

Such  feems  to  be  the  literal  import  of  the  reiQark-. 
able  prophecy  contained  \J^  this  verfe,  which  was  ful- 
filled by  means  of  the  royal  proclamaiion  of  C^nis, 
king  ot  Perfia,  that  he  caufed  to  be  put  in  writing, 
and  publifiied  throughout  all  bis  kingdom*  See  a 
copy  of  it  in  the  book  of  Ezra,  chap.  i.  2^  j^  4*  la 
confeque^ice  of  this  famous  edi£t,  a  great  company  of 
above  forty  thoufand  of  the  pofterity  of  Krad^  who 
were  ready  to  perifh  in  the  land  of  Aflyria,  returned 
from  that  country  unto,  the  land  of  their  fathers,  -un« 
der  the  cpndu£l  of  Ezra,  NehemjUh,  and  ZerubbabeL 
Thefe,  doubtlefs,  were  joined  by  outcafts  from  the. 
land  of  Egypt,  who  came  to  worflup  with  them  the 
Lord  at  Jerufalem. 

The  prediftion  however  admits,  of  anothei:  mean- 
ing, which  is  couched  under  the  fame  terms*  It  may 
be  interpreted  fo  as  to  relate  to  another  event,  diftant 
in  time,  and  diflinft  in  its  nature ;  namely,  thje  great. 
acceffion  to  be  made  to  the  church  of  God,  by  the 
promulgation  of  the  gofpel  under  the  New  Tefta- 
ment.  Thefe  different  relations  of  prophecy  are 
termed,  the  literal  and  myftical  fenfes,  which  confti* 
tute  one  of  the  molt  difficult  ^nd  important  fubjeds 
of  theology.  In  the  prophetic  fcriptures,  perfons^ 
places,  things,  times,  and  the  like,  fuftain  as  it  were 
a  doubly  Qharader,  the.  one  proper,  and  the  other 

.   allegorical  i^ 
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aillegorical ;  and  thefe  fubje£(s  are  fometrfties  treated 
in  fuch  a  manner,  as  to  relate  either  to  the  one  fenfe 
or  the  other  fingly,  or  to  both  united,  as  in  the  paC-  ! 
fage  before  us.  Thofe  wonderful  deliverances  which 
God  foretold  he  was  about  to  work  for  his  people  in 
times  of  old,  exhibited  inftniStive  reprefentations  of 
the  far  more  glorious  falvation  which  he  was  to  ac- 
compliih  in  aner-times  for  his  church.  Thefe  events 
bur  prophet  conneds  together ;  and,  whilft  he  treats 
of  the  former,  he  gives  plain  intimations  of  the  cer- 
tain approach  of  the  latter.  Let  us  therefore  (hortlf 
conlider  the  myftical  fenfe  of  the  words,  of  which  we 
have  heard  the  literal  meaning. 

And  itJbdUl  come  ts  pa/i  in  that  daj^  wherein  the 
foregoing  prophecies  fhall  be  fulfilled  m  their  figura- 
live  fignification,  to  the  people  of  God  under  the 

New  TeAament That  the  great  truthpet  Jhall  be  . 

blown*  The  gofpel  of  the  Son  of  God  fhall  be  pub- 
liflied  throughout  the  world,  which  proclaims  liberty 
to  the  captives,  and  the  opening  of  the  prifon  to  them 
that  are  bound ;  which  announces  the  acceptable  year 
of  the  Lord,  and  the  day  of  vengeance  of  our  God ;  to 

comfort  all  that  mourn. And  theyjhall  come  which 

wer£  ready  to  perijh  in  the  land  ofAJyriay  and  the  oui^ 
ta/ls  in  the  land  of  Egyfit*  In  confequence  of  di- 
vine power  accompanying  the  publication  of  thefe 
ddings  of  forgivenefs,  liberty,  reftoration,  and  eter«> 
nal  irmeritance,  multitudes  fcattered  abroad,  through- 
out kingdoms  adverfe  to  the  interefts  of  the  churchy 
who  were  outcafts,  from  God,  and  expofed  to  ever* 
lading  perdition,  leaving  their .  wretched  eonditidn, 

fhall  return Andjhall  worjhip  the  Lord  in  the  holy 

mount  at  Jerufalem.  They  fhall  ferve  with  on^  con^ 
fent  the  only  living  and  true '  God,  their  Redeemer, 
righteoufnefs,  and  flrength ;  and  join  in  celebrating 
his  praifes  with  his  church,  anciently  prefigured  by 
mount  Zion.  In  this  view  alfo,  the  predidion  hath  had 
its  accomplifhment  in  an  eminent  degree,  as  we  learn 

from 
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from  the  A£ts  of  the  Apoftles,  and  other  writings. 
Still  we  look  forward  with  joy  to  its  full  compietioh^ 
at  the  final  manifeftation  of  the  kingdohi  <^  Jefus 
Chrift,  when  all  the  eleft  of  God  Oiali  be  gathered 
together  from  the  four  winds  of  heaven,  by  the  voice 
of  f he  archangel,  and  the  trumpc;^  of  6od^  that  they 
may  worfliip  him  that  liveth  for  ever  and  ever,  in  the 
Jeruialem  that  is  above.    Amen,  and  amem 
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l^RELIMINARY  OBSERVATIONS. 

ACCORDING  to  the  hypothefis  which  I  have 
adopted,  we  now  enter  upon  the  fecond  dif« 
courfe,  comprifed  in  the  third  part  of  the  prophecies 
bf  Ifaiah.  This  long  difcourfe  is  recorded  in  the  fix 
following  chapters.  Though  it  is  not  feparated  from 
the  former  by  any  mark  of  di(lin£Hon,  nor  doth  it 
bear  any  infcriptioh,  and  though  it  hath  fome  affinity 
to  that  which  went  before  it,  yet  both  its  fubjeft  and 
form  differ  from  the  preceding.  Great  part  of  that 
which  we  lad  confidered,  was  confolatory,  intended 
to  comfort  the  church,  fuffering  for  the  fake  of  reli- 
gion, with  the  hope  of  deliverance  from  powerful 
enemies,  and  the  enjoyment  of  better  times.  The 
larged  portion  of  that  which  we  have  now  before  us^ 
is  minatory,  threatening  with  divine  judgments  the 
Ephraimites  and  the  Jews,  who  were  involved  in 
grols  errors  and  abominable  vices ;  who  corrupted 
divine  truths,  and  depended  more  on  human  than  di« 
vine  afliftance.  Perfons  of  this  defcription,  the  pro- 
phet  (harply  reproves  for  their  crimes,  and  threatens 
with  various  fevere  calamities ;  whilft,  from  time  to 
time,  he  takes  occafion  to  confole  the  minds  of  the 
godly,  with  many  precious  promifes  of  thofe  excellent 
benefits  wherewith  the  church,  under  the  Meffiah, 
was  lo  be  enriched.  Tins  opinion  feems  to  be  con- 
firmed by  a  circumflance  worthy  of  notice ;  namely, 
that  the  feveral  fe&ions,  or  parts,  of  this  large  dif- 
courfe begin  with  the  word  wo.  See  chap,  xxviii. 
xxix.  XXX.  xxxi.  and  xxxiii.  From  the  whole  ilruc- 
ture  and  fubje£l  of  this  variegated  fermon,  it  feems  to 
have  been  delivered  prior  to  the  memorable  flaughter 
of  the  AiTyrian  army,  which  is  foretold,'  chap.  xxxi. 
7,  8.;  and  followed  by  a  very  flourilhing  ftate  ^f 
Hezekiah^s  kingdom,  typical  of  the  felicity  of  Mef- 
fiah's  reign.  It  was  probably,  publiflied  about  the  time 
in  which  a  folemn  embafly  was  fent  into  £gypt»  to 
Vol.  II.  3  T  folidt 


X 


514     PRELIMINARY  OBSERVATIONS. 

folicit  the  affiftance  of  that  kingdotn  againft  the  AiTy* 

rians*' The  difcourfe  may  be  diftributed  into  three 

diftind  parts.  The  firft  is  addrefled  to  the  Jews  and 
Ephraimites,  and  is  comprehended  in  chap*  xxviii. 
The  fecond  is  direAed  to  the  Jews  who  refided  at  Je* 
rufalem,  and  is  included  in  chap,  xxix^  The  third  19 
fpoken  to  the  people  of  both  nations,  who  were  look- 
ing for  affiftance  from  Egypt,  and  is  recorded  in  chap. 
XXX.  xxxi.  xxxii.  and  xxxiii« 

In  the  firft  feftion,.  replete  with  elegance  and  vz* 
riety,  contained  in  chap,  xxviii.  the  Ephraimites,  un- 
der the  image  of  a  drunken  or  fottifh  perfon^  are  (e- 
verely  reproved,  and  their  approaching  deftrodioli 
is  denounced,  on  account  of  their  corrupt  expofitiona 
cf  the  doftrines  concerning  falvatioh,  and  the  ex- 
treme folly  of  their  infatuated  public  counfets,  ver. 
I  .—^4.  Turning  to  the  people  of  Judah,  our  prophet 
neitt  fbretels,  their  happy  reftoration  to  a  floorifhing 
condition  under*  king  Hezekiah,  emblematical  of  the 
more  glorious  ftate  to  which  the  church  was  to  be 
advanced  in  after-times,  ver.  5,  6.  He  then  proceeds 
to  admoniih  the  intemperate  and  profane,  who  de* 
tided  God's  method  of  inflrufting  and  warning  them 
by  the  prophets,  ver.  7. — 14.  After  which,  he  pa* 
theticallv  addreftes  thefe  wicked  fcoffef s ;  and  aflbres 
them,  that  there  was  no  way  but  one  whereby  they 
could  poffibly  efcape  threatened  deftrudion,  and  that 
every  other  refuge  would  certainly  fail  in  the  day  of 
vifitation,  ver.  15. — 22.  The  chapter  concludes  with 
a  beautiful  defence  of  the  divine  procedure,  in  which 
the  difpenfations  of  providence  are  finely  illuftrated, 
by  the  various  methods  adopted  by  a  prudent  hof. 
bandman,  in  fowing  feveral  kinds  of  grain,  in  attend- 
ing to  foils  and  feafons,  and  in  the  different  means  he 
employs  to  feparate  the  corn  from  the  ftraw  and  the 
cha^,  ver.  23. — 29. 

CHAP. 
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CHAP.   XXVIII. 

WO  to  the  crown  of  pride,  to  the  drunkards 
of  Ephraim,  whofe  glorious  beauty  is  a 
fading  flower,  which  are  on  the  head  of  the  fat 
valleys  oftkem  that  arc  overcome  with  wine. 

The  difcourfe  opens  with  a  fevere  reprehenfion, 
adminiftered  in  figurative  terms  to  the  Ephraimites ; 
and  "with  them,  more  indireflly  to  the  jews,  who  fol- 
lowed the  fame  linful  pra^lices.-— — By  the  crown  of 
pride,  whofe  glorious  beauty  is  here  fpoken  of,  may 
be  meant,  the  city  of  Samaria,  which  was  built  by 
Omri,  the  father  of  Ahab;  and  was  beautifully 
fituated  on  the  top  of  a  round  hill,  encircled  with  a 
rich  valley,  which  w^s  encompaiTed  with  hills.  Thefe 
circumftances  fuggefted  the  idea.of  a  crown  or  wreath 
of  flowers,  frequently  worn  by  the  Hebrews  at  ban- 
quets. Hence  the  metropolis  of  Ephraim  bad  ithe 
name  of  the  crown  of  pride,  which  was  poflefled  of 
glorious  beauty.  About  the  time  that  this  prophecy 
was  delivered,  it  had  begun  to  fade,  and  its  deftruc- 

tion  fisift  approached. The  drunkards  of  Efhraim 

are  next  mentioned.  Before  Samaria  was  taken  by 
Shalmanefer,  and  the  land  of  Ifrael  was  laid  wafte, 
the  Ephraimites  were  probably  very  much  addided 
to  the  abominable  vice  of  drunkennefs,  which  is  the 
fruitful  fource  of  many  other  crimes,  and  therefore 
moft  defervedly  reproved  by  the  prophets.  On  this 
account,  Amos  iharply  reprimanded  them  in  the  fol- 
lowing terms :  ^  Wo  to  them  that  are  at  eafe  in  Zion, 
^  andrtruft  in  the  mountain  of  Samaria-— that  drink. 
^  wine  in  bowls  *.*  1  fuppofe  that  the  charader 
includes,  not  only  thofe  who  were  addided  to  intem- 
perance, and  befotted  themfelves  by  drinking  to  ex- 

*  Amos  vi.  X,  6» 

cefs. 
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eels,  but  them  alfo  who  were  ftupified  by  divine  judg- 
ments, and  fo  intoxicated  by  felf-conceit,  that,  in  the 
mod  critical  circumftances,  and  weighty  affairs,  they 
formed  the  mod  abfurd  and  foolifli  refolutions. 
Hence  the  fame  perfons  here  fpoken  of,  are  thus  de- 
fcribed,  chap.  xxix.  9,10.:  '  They  are  drunken,  but 
^  not  with  wine ;  they  dagger,  but  not  with  flrong 
'  drink.  For  the  Lord  hath  poured  out  upon  you 
'  the  fpirit  of  deep  deep,  and  hath  clofed  your  eyes  : 
^  the  prophets  and  your  rulers,  v  the  feers  bath  he 

*  covered/  Drunkards  then,  in  the  allegorical  as 
well  as  literal  fenfe,  feem  to  be  intended,  who  did  not 
a&  foberly,  according  to  the  dictates  of  found  judgment 
and  true  religion,  but  were  proud,  rafli,  fooKfh,  and 
inconfident ;  who,  like  intoxicated  perfons,  were  de- 
prived of  the  exercife  of  found  reafon,  didurbed  m 
their  minds,  precipitate  in  their  meafures,  foolifli  ia 
their  proje^s,  and  deditute  of  prudence  and  fteadU 
nefs  in  their  a^ons.— -— Againd  perfons  of  this  de« 
fcriptipn,  wo  is  denounced,  comprehending  ail  man- 
ner  of  evils,  both  in  this  and  the  future  worlds  They 
might  perhaps  flatter  themfelves  with  the  hopes  dE 
impunity ;  but  God,  who  is  faithful,  will  not  &il  to 
execute  upon  them  his  awful  threatenings,  unlefs  they 
repent,  and  forfake  their  evil  ways«  I  requed  the  at** 
tention  of  all  who  live  in  intemperance,  to  the  word 
(of  God,  recorded  Deut.  xxix.  19,  20. :  ^  And  it  come 

*  to  pais  when  he  heareth  the  words  of  this  curfe^ 
^  that  he  blefs  himfelf  in  his  heart,  faying,  I  fliaU  have 
^  peace,  though  I  walk  in  the  imagination  of  mine 

*  heart,  to  add  drunkennefs  to  third ;  the  Lord  will 
^  Hot  fpare  him,  but  then  the  anger  of  the  Lord,  and 
^  his  jealoufy,  fliall  fmdke  againd  that  man,  and  all 
^  the  curies  that  are  written  in  this  book  fliall  lie 
^  upon  him,  and  the  Lord  fliall  blot  out  his  name 

*  from  under  heaven/ 

Whof^  gJorious  beauty  is  a  fading  fi<nver.  The  pot- 
feiCons  of  Ephraim  were  ^Kceedingly  rich  and  fertile, 
producing  great  abundance  of  the  bed  corns  and 

fineft 
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fineft.  fruits.  Their  land  was  clothed  with  a  glorious 
beauty :  the  paftures  were  covered  with  flocks,  and 
the  valleys  with  corns ;  the  hills  were  adorned  with 
vines  and  olive-trees,  affording  the  richeft  and  mod 
luxuriant  profped  ever  prefented  to  the  eye  of  man. 
This  glorious  beauty,  however,  was  to  become  like  a 
fading  flower:  notwithftanding  its  former  lovely  ap- 
pearance, it  was  foon  to  wither  and  perifh. ^The 

reafon  of  this  fudden  change  is  fuggefted  in  the  next 
words-:  Which  is  on  the  head  of  the  fat  valleys  of  them 
that  are  overcome  with  wine.  To  what  a  fliameful  and 
inglorious  conqueft  did  they  fubmit,  who  allowed 
themfelves  to  be  vanquiflied  by  that  which  fliould 
have  cheered  and  ftrengthened  them,  when  properly 
ufed.  Alas !  that  man,  originally  made  after  the  iimi- 
litude  of  God,  and  invefted  with  dominion  over  the 
works  of  his  hands,  fliould  ever  have  divefted  himfeif, 
by  taking  too  much  wine^  of  that  dominion  with 
which  he  was  intruded,  and  of  the  noble  faculty  of 
reafon  by  which  he  is  diftinguiflied.  This  conqued 
was  a  terrible  reproach  to  the  Ephraimites,  who,  by 
profeflion,  were  the  peculiar  people  of  God,  and  lay 
under  manifold  obligations  to  ferve  and  obey  him. 
It  judly  expofed  them  to  mifery  and  wo.  The  He- 
brew word  tranflated  overcome^  is  rendered,  in  the 
margin  of  fome  Bibles,  broken.  Their  conditutions 
were  broken,  their  health  was  impaired,  their  reputa- 
tion was  bladed,  their  poffeflions  were  injured ;  and 
the  hearts  of  their  friends  were  broken,  who  in,  vain 
diffuaded  them  from  this  ruinous  practice.  Above 
all,  God  was  diflionoured,  his  law  was  tranfgrefled, 

and  his  judgments  were  incurred. '  Hear  then, 

^  niy  fon,  and  be  wife,  and  guide  thine  heart  in  the 
^  way.  Be  not  amongd  wine-bibbers ;  amongd  riot- 
*  0U8  eaters  of  flefli.  For  the  drunkard  and  the  glut- 
^  ton  ihall  come  to  poverty :  and  drowfinefs  fliall 
^  clothe  a  man  with  rags 


•  » 


Prov.  zs^ii.  ipy  20,  21. 

2  Behold, 
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1  Behold,  the  Lord  hath  a  mighty  and 
jlrong  one,  which  as  a  temped  of  hail  and  a  de- 
ftroying  ftorm,  as  a  flood  of  mighty  waters 
overflowing,  (hall  caft  down  tp  the  earth  with 
the  hand. 

In  this  and  the  two  following  Terfes,  the  compli* 
cated  mifery  included  in  the  wo  threatened,  m  the 
exordium  of  this  difcourfe,  againfl  the  perfons  above 
defcribed,  is  amplified  and  explained^  It  confifts  of 
three  articles :  the  firft  of  which  is  mentioned  in  the 
verfe  before  us,  where  the  Lord  is /aid  fo  feavf  ajiviong^' 
and  mighty  one;  fome  powerful  prince,  having  nu- 
merous armies,  which  he  could  fend  againu  the 
Ephraitpites,  to  puniih  them  for  their  atrocious. 
Climes.  The  perfon  who  feems  to  have  been  moie 
diredly  intended,  was  Shalmanefer ;  though  Ne- 
buchadnezzar, Sennacherib,  and  other  kings,  whom 
the  Almighty  employed  to  execute  his  righteous 
judgments  upon  the  pofterity  of  Ifrael,  m^y  be  a]fa 
included.  The  devaftation  to  be  made  by  this  mighty 
prince  among  the  people  of  Ephraim,  is  illuftrated  b^ 
a  beautiful  fimilitude,  frequently  ufed  by  the  pro- 
phets, when  fpeaking  of  thofe  monarchs  whereby^ 

God  ^ould  chaftize  his  people  for  their  fins  *• 

jIs  a  tem^eft  of  hail  falU  with  great  force  upon  the 
ground,  fo  the  army  of  this  mighty  one  was  to 
come  with  irrefiftible  impetuofity  upon  the  men  oF 

Ephraim. And  as  a  dejiroy'tng  Jiorm,  which  beata 

with  the  utme^ft  violence  upon  whatever  comes  with- 
in its  reach,  fo  the  troops  of  this  powerfiri  prince 
(hould  vanquifh  every  obftacle  that  might  oppofe  their 
progrefs,  and  forcibly  drive  it  out  of  the  way.— -^j  a 
flood  oj  niighty  waten  deluges  the  country  over  which 
it  extends,  fpreading  defolation  wherever  it  coioes,  fo 
the  forces  of  this  vi^orious  monarch  were  to  expand 
themfelves  over  the  whole  land  of  Ephraim,  laying 

*  Scie  Ezek.  xlxl.  ii,  13. 

wafte 
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v^afte  every  thing  efteemed  valuable  and  defirable, 
and  demoliihing  the  whole  fabric  of  their  civil  and 
ecclefiaftical  conftitution. — ^Cajiing  down  to  the  earth 
wih  the  hand;  overthrowing,  even  to  the  ground, 
that  glorious  fupei  Itrufture  of  church  and  (late  which 
had  been  reared  among  them,  and  long  preferved 

with  care  and  expence, ^Thus  doth  our  prophet 

explain  what  is  every  where  inculcated  in  fcripture, 
that  the  Governor  among  the  nations  prefides  over 
all  the  movements  of  the  greated  princes  and  mod 
powerful  empires  in  the  world,  which  always  aft  ac- 
cording to  his  pleafure,  even  when  they  attack  and 
defolate  his  profefling  people :  and  that  the  righteous 
judgments  which  he  inflids,  ought  to  be  confidered 
as  rile  jufl  puni(hment  of  the  fins  which  men  have 
committed,  whereby,  they  have  abufed  bis  goodnefs, 
and  provoked  him  to  angen  Let  us  endeavour  to 
learn  thefe  inftrudive  leiTons,  which  are  frequently 
repeated  in  this  prophecy ;  and  earneftly  beg  of  God^ 
to  feal  our  profit  by  every  opening  of  the  mouth. 

3  The  crown  of  pride,  the  drunkards  of 
Ephraim  (hall  be  trodden  under  feet. 

Another  article  is  here  fpecified,  comprifed  in  the 
wo  and  mifery  denounced  againft  Ephraim.  The 
city  of  Samaria  I  have  fuppofed  to  be  meant,  by  the 
crown  of  pride  that  is  fpoken  of:  with  that  metro^ 
polis,  the  drunkards  of  Ephraim  were  to  be  trodden 
under  the  feet  of  their  victorious  enemies ;  they  wer^ 
to  be  treated  with  the  greated  ignominy  and  con- 
tempt, and  to  be  reduced  by  them  to  a  ftate  of  the 

loweft  fubjedion. By  this  prediflion,  we  are  in- 

ftni&ed  in  this  important  truth.  That  thofe  who 
contribute,  by  their  wickednefs,  to  bring  down  the 
judgments  of  the  Almighty,  (hall  certainly  (hare 
in  the  awful  calamities  which  their  crimes  have 
procured.  This  obfervation  was  remarkably  veri- 
fied with  refpe^t  to  the  Ifraelites,  who,  by  intern* 

perance^ 
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perance,  pride,  and  other  fins,  expofed  their  nauoit 
to  deftradlion,  and  were  themfeWes  feverely  punifhed- 
by  their  powerful  enemies. 

4  And  the  glorious  beauty  which  //  on  the 
head  of  the  fat  valley,  (hall  be  a  fading  flower, 
and  as  the  hafty  fruit  before  the  fummer:  which 
njoben  he  that  looketh  upon  it,  feeth  //,  while  it 
is  yet  in  his  hand,  he  eateth  it  up. 

The  third  ingredient,  in  the  wo  denounced  agamfl: 
the  Ephraimites,  is  mentioned  in  this  verfe,  and  i& 

beautifully  illuftrated  by  an  elegant  flmilitude. 

That  people  were  informed,  that  their  glorious  beauty 
was  not  only  to  be  a  fading  flower,  that,  after  having 
gradually  decayed,  periflieth,  but  that  it  was  to  be  as 
the  hq/iy  fruit  before  the  fummer;  like  the  early  figs, 
which  grow  upon  the  iig-tree,  that  bears  at  differ^c 
feafons.  No  fooner  doth  the'  early  fruit  draw  near 
to  perfe£lion,  in  the  month  of  June,  than,  the  fummer- 
fig  is  formed,  that  ripens  againft  Auguft ;  when  the 
fame  tree  fometimes  throws  out  a  third  crop^  called 
the  winter-fig.  The  fruit  of  which  our  prophet  here 
fpeaks,  was  that  which  was  hafty  and  firft  ripe,  the 

beft  and  moft  delicious. Which  when  be  thai  look- 

etb  upon  itj  and  feeth  it  to  be  a  defirable  morfel,  hav- 
ing plucked,  fliould  put  it  into  his  mouth.  So  rich 
and  pleafant  are  the  firft  ripe  fruits  here  fuppofed  to 
be  in  the  eye  of  the  beholder,  that,  when  within  hig 
reach,  he  could  not  refrain  from  eating  them.  By 
this  image,  is  finely  reprefented  the  fudden  irre- 
mediable deftrudion  of  the  beauty  and  glory  of 
Ephraim,' which  was  quickly  to  be  devoured  by  the 

king  of  Aflyria. ^The  judgments  of  the  Moft  High, 

inflided  upon  a  difobedient  and  gainfaying  people, 
are  often  not  only  extenfive,  reaching  to  all  ranks, 
but  fudden  and  uneacpe£ted,  a$  is. plainly  intimated 
in  the  verfe  before  us.  Sudden  judgments,  which 
ftrongly  teftify  the  divine  difpleafure,  are  commonly 

fevere  j^ 
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fevere ;  they  are  anthougbt  of^  unprepared  fot^  and 
mtavoidaUe^  as  fakh  the  proverb :  ^  Therefore  his 
^  calamity  (hall  come  fuddenly ;  fuddenly  (hall  he  be 
*  {)roken  witboat  remedy  */ 

5  f  In  that  day  fhall  th^  LoRD  6f  hofts  be 
for  a  crowd  of  gh>ry,  and  for  a  diadem  of  beauty 
unto  the  refidtre  of  his  people* 

Tbe4>roph6t  proceeds  next  to  Foretd,  the  happy 
ftouriihing  condition  to  which  the  refidue  of  God's 
people  were  to  be  advanced.— —^/n  that  day.  After 
the  remarkable  period  wherein  the  awful  judgments 
of  God  above  mentioned  had  been  infli&ed,  the  Lord 
efb^Jhall  be  for  a  crown  of  glory  ^  &c.  A  crown,  or 
diadem,  is  one  of  the  enfigns  and  ornaments  of  royaU, 
tv ;  a  jkeafanit  emblem  of  the  honour,  the  dignity, 
ud  authorityn  to  which  God  promxfeth  t6  exalt 
his  faithful  fervants.  The  peculiar  advantages  which 
people  eminently  poflefs,  in  fcripture-language  they 
are  (aid  to  be  crowned  with*  *  Thou,  Lord  (uith  the 
^  pialmift),  haft  crowned  man  with  honour  and  dig* 
^  ntty  f ;'  thou  haft  highly  diftmguiflied  him  by  an 
abundant  meafure  of  thefe  prerogatives :  and  again, 
^  Thou  crowneft  him  with  loving-kindnefs  and  ten^^ 
'  der  mercy;'  thou  greatly  enricheft  him  with. the 
precious  fruits  of  thy  benevolent  compaifion*  The 
predi^on  then  imports,  that  Jehovah  will  elevate  the 
remnant  of  his  people  to  the  higheft  honour  and 
glory.  Though,  in  the  words  of  the  royal  prophet, 
they  have  lien  among  the  pots,  in  a  ftate  of  affli&ion 
and  wretchednefs,  they  (hall  be  as  the  wings  of  a 
dove,  whofe  feathers  are  covered^  with  filver  and 
gold  j.  Their  condition  (ball  be  reverfed ;  and  be- 
come as  different  from  what  it  formerly  was,  as  the 
pot,  diftoloured  by  fmoke,  is  from  the  bright  feathers 
of  a  beautiful  bird,  whofe  plumage  feems  to  glifter 

•  Piw,  VI,  15.        t  P^'d.  viii.  5,        X  tiaL  Ixviii.  13. 

Vol.  11.  3U  like 
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like  the  pureft  and  fineft  metals.  Such  is  the  bleffed 
change  made  in  the  ftate  of  the  church,  when  delivered 
from  opprefTion  and  bondage,  and  brought  into  the 
glorious  liberty  of  God's  chiidren-^-^^It  intimates,  that 
he  would  raife  them  to  confideiable  gf  afideur  and  dig- 
nity ;  forming  them  into  a  royal  pfiefthood,  that  they 
might  reign  on  the  earth,  and  be  employed  in  offering 
up  to  God  fpiritual  and  acceptable  facrifices. — He 
would  acknowledge  them  for  his  peculiar  people, 
prefide  over  them,  defend  them  by  his  power,  go- 
vern them  by  his  laws ;  and  that  he  would  fo  b«]iHd 
up  and  profper  them,  as  to  fet  a  crown  upon  their 
heads*  In  the  beautiful  words  of  Elihu,  ^  He  with- 
^  draweth  not  his  eyes  from  the  righteous ;  but  with 
^  kings  are  they  cm  the  throne ;  yea,  he  doth  eftablifli 
*  them  for  ever,  and  they  are  exalted  */  ■-  It  alio 
includes,  that  the  Lord  would  inveft  them  widi  an* 
thority  and  influence,  giving  them  power,  not  only 
over  the  nations,  to  rule  them,  but  over  their  own 
fpirits,  which  is  greater  glory  than  had  they  con^ 
quered  the  flrongeft  city ;  that  he  would  render  them 
vidorious  over  all  their  enemies,  and  caufe  them  to 
triumph  over  them. 

And  for  a  diadem  of  beauty  to  the  rejidue  of  bit  peofkm 
The  expreffion  imports,  that  the  Lord  of  hofts  wcMild 
render  them  truly  amiable,  by  his  comelinefs  put  upon 
them ;  that  he  would  cure  them  of  their  fpiritual  dif- 
tempers;  that  he  would  remove  their  deformities^ 
and  cleanfe  them  from  the  pollutions  they  had  con- 
tracted:— ^That  he  would  clothe  them  with  the  robes 
of  righteoufnefs,  and  garments  of  falvation ;  and 
adorn  them  with  thofe  divine  graces  whereby  they 
were  to  fliine  forth  in  the  beauties  of  hotinefs,  fo  as 
to  attraft  the  notice  and  admiration  of  furrounding 
nations : — ^That,  having  reftored  them  to  thdr  own 
land,  which  was  renowned  for  glory  and  beauty,  he 
ttrould  afford  them  fpecial  teftimonies  of  his  gradous 
•prefence ;  and  grant  them  his  ordinances,  his  fervants, 

•  Job  xxzvi.  7. 

and 
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and  acc^Ts  to  bis  fanfluary : — ^That  he  would  be  their 
CounfeUor  and  Ilrengtb,  their  God  and  portion ;  and 
fulfil  to  them  his  promife,  recorded  chap.  xlvi.  13. 
*'  I  will  place  lalvation  in  Zion  for  Ifrael  my  glory/ 
In  confequence  whereof,  their  renown  was  to  fpread 
abroad  among^the  Heathen.  In  this  manner,  I  fup- 
pofe,  God  accomplifhed  this  promife  to  his  people. 
Indeed,  predidions  of  this  fort  mud  be  explained 
with  confiderable  latitude,  in  a  way  fuited  to  the  for- 
mer difpenlaiion,  when  they  were  delivered,  and  to 
the  condition  of  the  church  after  the  Babylonifh  cap* 
tivity,  the  period  to  which  they  more  immediately  rcr 
ferred.  Accordingly,  after  that  memorable  events 
God  was  pleafed  in  fome  meafure  to  verify  this  pro^ 
mife,  which  in  after  times  was  to  receive  its  full  coou 
pletion.  In  the  days  of  Zerubbabel  and  Joihua,  and 
in  the  times  that  followed,  under  the  Maccabees,  he 
poured  out  his  Spirit  in  large  m^ures.  upon  the  refi* 
due  of  his  peopk,  and  dignified  them  with  the  mod 
important  privileges.  And  aftpr  the  appearance  of 
the  Son  of  God,  the  King,  Prieft,  and  Teacher  of  his 
church,  their  crown  of  glory  and  beauty,  the  Spirit 
of  the  Lord  refted  upon  them ;  the  beauty  of  the 

Lord  our  God  was  upon  them. All  the  dignity 

and  comeKnefs  pofiefled  by  churches  and  individuals^ 
proceeds  from  the  Lord  of  boils.  The  word,  the 
ordinances,  the  Sabbaihs,  and  fervanis  of  the  Mofl: 
High }  the  gifts  and  graces  of  the  Spirit,  whereby  the 
people  of  God  are  dignified  and  beautifiied,  are  his 
rich  donations.  Who  maketh  thee  to  differ.^  or. 
What  haft  thou  that  diou  didft  not  receiver^  Be 
thankful  to  ^  him  who  hath  dealt  bountifully  with 
you :  beware  of  perverting  his  goodnefe,  and  abufing 
|iis  mercies,  and  thereby  obicuring  his  glory ,^  and 
iruining  yourfelves« 

6  And  for  a  fpirit  of  judgment  to  him  that 

fitteth  in  judgment,  and  for  ftrength  to  them 

that  turn  the  battle  to  t;he  gate* 

^  Thii 


N 
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The  Lord  of  hofts  farther  declares,  that  he  \rould 
endow  the  judges  and  officers  of  his  people  with  a 
fpirit  fuited  to  their  feveral  departments.-^— Judges 
in  Ifrael,  when  employed  in  the  exercife  of  tbeii; 
office,  hearing  and  determining  caufes  brought  before 
them,  were  accuftomed  to  a  fitting-pofture.  The> 
•members  of  the  great  fanhedrim  (the  fupFe^ie  eccl&f: 
fiaftical  court  among  them),  their  kings  and  civil 
judges,  were  all  feated  when  they  gave  iudgmenv^ 
To  this  circumftance,  the  defection  oelbre  us 
feems  evidently  lo  refer*  The  office  of  judges  is. 
appointed  by  infinite  wiidom,  to  preferve  order^ 
equity,  and  peace  in  fociiety^  by  punilhing  evil- 
doers, and  "being  a  praife  to  them  that  do  well.  In 
this  important  capacity,  they  judge  not  for  maii> 
but  for  the  Lord,  of  whom  tney  hold  their  office  ^ 
and  who  is  with  them  in  the  iudgment,  obferv- 
ing  what  they  do«  In  performmg  the  duties  of 
their  ftation,  they  greatly  need  penetration,  wiidom^ 
and  integrity,  to  qualify  them  for  the  iahhfiil  dis- 
charge of  their  office.  God  therefore  promifed  ta 
the  judges  of  his  people,  that  he  would  furnifli  than, 
^tb  a  fpirit  of  judgment,  tbstt,  with  inflexible  juftice 
and  integrity,  they  might  pronounce  decifions  on  the 
caufes  brought  before  them.  For  this  purpofe,  he 
would  give  them  a  fpirit  of  difcemment,  ctearly  tp 
vperceive  the  true  ftate  of  the  matters  laid  before  theon, 
ib  as  exadly  to  diftinguifli  between  truth  and  £dla-> 
hood,  between  }uftice  and  iniquity.  He  would  po& 
fefs  them  of  an  inflexible  regard  to  the  (acred  interefta 
of  righteoufnefs,  veracity,  .and  mercy,  and  an  utter 
abhorrence  of  every  fpecies  of  fraud,  injuftice,  and 
oppreffion ;  and  incline  ihem  uniformly  to  fupport  the 
caufe  of  equity,  (o  difcount^ance  all  manner  of  im^ 
piety  and  wickednefs.  Thus  the  beft  interefts  of  the 
nation  ihould  be  advanced  and  eftabliihed :  righr 
teoufhefs  ihould  flow  down  their  (Ireets  as  a  flreain^ 
and  their  peace  be  as  the  mighty  watefst 

Jf9d 
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Andtfor  ftrength  to  them  that  turn  the  battle  to  the. 
pxte.    The  Lord  of  hods  would  fuit  the  communica-^ 
tton  of  his  mercy  and  grace  to  the  feveral  charadters 
among  his  people :  to  military  men,  whofe  buiinefs 
was  to  turn  the  battle  from  the  gate  of  the  city,  to 
feme  place  where  it  might  be  fought  with  greater  ad* 
vantage,  and  to  carry  it  to  the  gates  and  fortifications 
of  the  enemy,  that  they  might  befiege  and  pofTefs 
them.    To  fuch  perfpns,  who,  of  all  others,  have 
mofl:  need  of  vigour,  both  in  body  and  mind,  God 
promifeth  ftrength.    He  would  fortify  their  minds 
with  invincible  couragd  and  magnanimity :  he  would 
enable  them,  with  determined  firmnefs  and  refolu- 
tion,   to  furmount  the  difficulties,  and  fuftain  the 
hardflups^  which  they  might  have  to  encounter.     He 
would  ^Uq  fum^lh  them  with  all  nece^ary  bodily 
ftrength,  to  fuftain  the  fatigues  and  dangers  to.  which 
they  might  be  expofed,  in  the  e;^ecution  of  the  wif<^ 
plans  which  were  adopted,  to  promote  the  fafety  and 
profperity  of  his  people.    The  benefit  here  promifed, 
is  acknowledged,  with  incomparable  elegance  and 
t>eauty,  to  have  been  enjoyed  by  the  lung  of  IfraeU 
*  I  will  love  thee,  O  Lord,  niy  ftrength — ^for  thou 
^  I^aft  girded  me  with  ftrength  unto  battle :  thou  haft; 
^  fabdued  under  me  thofe  that  rofe  up  againft  me  ^.'— ^ 
After  the  return  of  the  Jews  from  Babylon,  in  the  time 
of  Ezra,  the  fcribe,  the  former  part  of  this  prophecy 
was  in  fpme  meafure  fulfilled,  in  confequence  of  the 
decree  publlfhed  by  Artaxences,  the  king,  in  favour  of 
that  good  man.   ^  And  thou,  Ezra,  after  the  wifdom 
f  of  thy  God,  that  is  in  thine  hand,  fet  magiftrates 
^  and  judges,  who  may  judge  all  the  people  that  are 
^  beyond  the  river,  fuch  as  know  the  law  of  thy  God ; 
^  and  teach  ye  them  that  know  them  not  f  •'    In  con- 
fequence of  this  edi£l:,  it  may  be  fuppofed,  that  the 
jewifh  judgment-feats  were  occupied  by  (kilful  upright 
judges,  very  different  from  thofe  who  filled  them  in 

♦  P&l,  xviii,  J.  39.  f  Ezra  yii.  25. 
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fome  periods.  The  htter  part  was  accompAHhed  hi 
the  time  of  the  Maccabees,  when  God  yns  pleafed  to 
endow  hi^  people  with  a  noble  heroic  fpirit,  accord- 
ing to  the  prediction  of  Zechariah :  *  They  (hall  be 
^  as  mighty  men,  who  tread  down  their  eiaeniies  in 
^  the  mire  of  the  ftreets  in  the  battle ;  and  they  (bait 
^  fight,  becaufe  the  Lord  is  with  them  */  The  judges 
and  foldiers  of  God's  people,  under  the  New  Telia* 
ment,  ought  to  improYe  this  promife,  for  their  ea^ 
couragement  and  confolation:  aiid  let  us  fervently 
pray,  that  God  niay  confer  uppp  tbem  thefe  neceflary 
bieflings. 

7  But  they  alfo  have  erred  through  wine^ 
and  through  ilrong  drink  arc  out  of  tlje  way : 
the  prieft  and  the  prophet  have  erred  through 
ftrong  drink,  they  ?ire  fwallowed  up  of  wine, 
they  are  out  of  the  way  through  ftrong  drink^ 
they  err  in  vifionj^  they  ftumble  in  judgment 

In  thefe  words,  the  intemperate  and  profane,  efp^. 
cially  thofe  who  held  important  o^ces  in  the  church 
and  flate,  are  iharply  admonifhed  and  reproved.-^— 
But  tbey  alfo  hav^  erred  through  wine^  &c.  Thofe  wba 
fat  in  judgment,  and  who  turned  the  battle  to  tbe 
gate,  feem  to  be  the  perfons  here  fpoken  oL  Not* 
withftanding  they  ought  to  have  diftinguiihed  them- 
felves  'by  their  temperance,  yet,  difregarding  the 
ftrong  obligations  by  which  they  were  bound  to  be 
fober,  they  erred  through  excefs  in  drinking  wine 
and  flrong  drink>  .  And  through  Jirong  d^ini  are 
out  of  the  way*  By  the  intemperate  ufe  of  intoxicat* 
ing  liquors,  they  departed  from  the  pa,lhs  of  righ- 
teoufnefs,  in  which  they  ought  to  have  walked,  with- 
out turning  to  the  right  hand  or  to  the  left, .  Tbe 
prieji  and  the  prophet  have  erred^  &c.  The  priefts, 
whofe  bufinefs  was  to  minifter  befpre  the  Lord  in 

*  *  Zech.  X.  J. 
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holy  things,  were  obliged,  by  their  facred  office,  and 
by  Ipecial  divine  command,  to  abftain  from  ail  man- 
ner  of  excefs.  The  prophet,  who  Was  honoured  of 
God  to  communicate  his  will  to  the  people,  to  re«- 
prove  them  for  their  fins,  and  who  was  bouhd,  by 
peculiar  ties,  to  fludy  exemplary  holinefs  iti  life,  was 

addided  to  intemperance.- They  are  /wallowed  up 

tofvnne.  The  judgments  of  both  thefe  clafles  of  per- 
tons  were  thereby  perverted,  their  undetftandings 
were  obfcured,  their  chara&efs  were  hurt,  their  offices 
were  diflionoured,  and  their  ufefulnefs  marred. 
Tbey  are  out  cf  the  way  through  Jirong  drink.  They 
had  forfaken  the  ways  of  truth  and  holinefs,  and  gone 

into  the  paths  which  lead  to  difgrace  and  ruin. 

They  err  in  vijion :  the  prophets  impioully  pretend- 
ing to  have  been  favoured  with  thofe  vifions  that  they 
never  received,  and  mifinterpreting  thofe  which  had 

been  feen  by  others. They  Jiunible  in  judgment ; 

entertaining  wrong  apprehenfions  of  the  matters  that 
came  under  their  cognizance,  and  delivering  wroi^ 
decifions  refpefting  fubjeds  which  they  were  called 

to  determine. Such  is  the  literal  import  of  the 

words,  which  I  fuppofe  is  chiefly  intended.  Some 
commentators  indeed  are  of  opinion,  that  they  Ihould 
be  metaphorically  explained,  as  defcriptive  of  thofe 
who  were  deluded  by  falfe  dodrines ;  and,  like  per- 
fons  intoxicated,  had  a  high  opinion  of  themfelves, 
and  defpifed  others,  whilft  they  indulged  in  erroneous 
fentiments  and  pradices,  highly  injurious  to  the  truths 
and  authority  of  God.  In  this  view,  it  is  not  difficult 
to  find  out  who  were  the  perfons  to  whom  this  cha- 
rader  belonged,  and  to  whom  they  were  peculiarly 
applicable. 

8  For  all  tables  are  full  of  vomit  and  filthi^ 
nefs,y&  that  there  is  no  place  clean. 

The  fatal  confequences  of  the  vices  reproved  in  the 

preceding  verfe,  are  here  ftrongly  delineated. 

The 
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The  words  muft  be  underftood  with  feme  reftriftion  $ 
for  we  cannot  well  fuppofe  what  is  here  laid^  (hoiild 
be  confidered  as  literally  ^nd  uhiverfallj  the  cdndi« 
lion  of  all  tables  and  places.  The  cafe  defcribed^ 
however^  was  fo  frequent  and  -common^  as  fully  to 
juftify  the  odious  reprefentation  given  by  the  prophet. 
The  expreflion  plainly  de&otes,  that  fuch  were  to  be 
the  unhappy  effects  of  the  priefts  and  prophets  being 
drunk  with  wine,  or  intoxicated  with  &lfe  dodrines, 
which  were  greedily  received  in  large  meafures  by 
the  people^  that  they  would  quickly  fpread  abroad 
the  odious  fentiments  they  had  imbibed,  which  were 
to  prove  exceedingly  offenfive  to  all  fober-minded 
and  upright  men.— —At  whatever  period  this  predic«> 
tion  was  literally  fulfilled,  it  was  remarkably  verified 
in  the  figurative  fenfe,  by  the  Scribes  and  Pbarifees^ 
who  lived  about  the  time  of  our  Lord's  manifeflation 
in  the  flefh.  Filled  with  hVt  notions  concerning  the 
kingdom  and  falvation  of  the  Mefliah,  puffed  up  with 
a  vain  opinion  of  themfelves,  and  defpifing  others,  ^ 
they  not  only  erred  themfelves,  but,  by  their  inflruc- ' 
tions  and  example,  they  led  multitudes  aftray.  All 
thofe  places  where  they  convened  and  taught,  were 
replete  with  abominable  errors,  highly  offenfive  to 
Jefus  Chrifl  and  his  difciples,  who  reprobated  them 
in  the  (Irongefl  terms. 

9  If  Whom  fliall  he  teach  knowledge  ?  and 
whom  fhall  he  make  to  underftand  dodiine  ? 
tbem  that  are  wean'ed  from  the  milk,  and  drawn 
from  the  breafls. 

In  this  and  the  following  verfes,  is  demonftrated 
the  unfitnefs  of  thofe  who  have  departed  from  the 
paths  of  truth  and  righteoufnefs,  and  are  poifoned 
with  erroneous  opinions,  to  learn  the  dodrine  of  fal- 
vation.  The  perfon  here  fpoken  of,  can  be  no 

other  than  the  blefTed  God,  who  giveth  wifdom,  and 
out  of  whofe  mouth  cometh  underflanding.— — 

Wbm 
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Wbomjbalt  b^  teach  knowledge?  that  excellent  know- 
ledge which  is  precious  above  rubies^  highly  necef- 
fary  and  ornamental  to  the  children  of  men.  Whom 
fhall  he  teach  this  knowledge  ?  Where  are  they  who 
are  apt  to  learn  the  inftrudive  leflbns  inculcated  by 
his  word  and  providence  ?  ^And  whomjball  he  make 
fs  underhand  dodrine?  the  important  fublime  truths  * 
revealed  in  his  holy  word.  Since  thofe  who  have 
held  the  moft  facred  ofEces  among  his  profeffing 
people,  have  gone  aftray,  and  have  not  obeyed  his 
commandments ;  (ince  few  of  them  whom  the  Mod 
High  hath  condefcended  to  inftruft,  hath  profited 
under  the  means  employed  to  make  them  truly  wife; 
it  may  juftly  be  inquired,  Whom  fhall  God  teach 
with  fuccefs  the  doftrine  of  grace,  righteoufnefs,  and 
peace  ?  The  anfwer  i^  returned  in  the  latter  part  of 
the  verfe :  - 

Them  that  are  weaned  from  the  mlk^  arid  drawn 
from  the  breajis  Thofe  who  are  grown  up  to  man* 
hood,  deride  his  j  lodgments,  and  contemn  his  fla- 
tutes :  he  will  therefore  teach  infants,  who  are  weak 
and  helplefs;  or  thofe  who  refemble  little  children  late- 
ly weaned,  who  have  laid  afide  improper,  though  na- 
tural defirris  of  thofe  thipgs  whereof  they  were  for- 
merly exceeding  fond,  and  to  which  they  were  much 
attached,  To  fuch  perfons,  God  is  pleaifed  to  reveal 
his  Son,  his  covenant  and  falvation,  the  myfleries  of 
the  gofp^l,  the  riches  of  his  grace,  and  the  glories  of 
the  world  to  come.  Out  of  the  mouth  of  babes  and 
iucklings,  he  thus  ord^neth  flreogth,  and  perfe£teth 
praife.  The  words  to  which  I  allude,  wgre  cited  by 
J[efus  Chrift ;  and  applied  to  the  little  children,  in  the 
temple,  who,  crying  Hofanna  to  the  fon  of  David* 
vexed  and  confounded  his  malignant  adverfaries.  By 
teaching  thefe  children  that  knowledge  which  others 
defpifed,  and  putting  flrength  into  them,  to  publifh 
his  praifes  with  great  ardor  and  vehemence,  the  Son 
of  God  difplayed  the  efficacy  of  his  inftru6lions, 
Ihewed  who  were  the  perfons  he  meant  to  teach. 

Vol.  II.  3  X  whom 
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xvhom  he  would  enable  to  confound  the  wife  and  the 
ftrong.  On  this  account,  he  gave  folemn  thanks  to 
his  heavenly  Father :  *  I  thank  thee,  O  Father,  Lord 
^  of  heaven  and  earth,  becaufe  thou  haft  hid  thefe 
*  things  from  the  wife  and  prudent,  and  haft  revealed 
^  them  unto  babes*.'  The  babes. and  infants,  of 
whom  our  Saviour  fpeaks,  were  his  apoftles  and  dit 
ciples,  ti^ho  were  fimple,  inoffenfive,  and  who,  like 
children,  drunk  in  the  (incere  milk  of  the  word,  that 
they  might  grow  thereby.  From  all  which  we  may 
conclude,  that  infants,  and  thofe  who  refemble  them, 
in  fimplicity,  teachablenefs,  and  fubmiffion,  are  the 

perfons  who,  in  general,  are  taught  of  God. 

Would  you  then,  my  friends,  be  taught  knowledge, 
and  underftand  dodrine  ?  eam^ly  beg  from  God,  a 
humble  and  teachable  difpoiition^  Thofe  whom  he 
is  pleafed  efFe£lually  to  inftru£l,  he  firft  humbles,  and 
then  brings  them  to  conftant  dependence  upon  him- 
felf,  to  render  them  wife  unto  falvation.  Convinced 
that  your  acquaintance  with  divine  truths  is  faiat, 
partial,  and  often  confufed,  fubmit  wholly  to  him 
who  teacheth  fmners ,  the  way  that  they  fiiould 
choofe« 

I  o  For  precept  mufi  be  upon  precept,  precept 
upon  precept ;  line  upon  line,  line  upon  line ; 
here  a  little,  and  there  a  little. 

This  verfe  beautifully  reprefents  the  amiable  con< 
defcending  manner  in  which  the  Lord  God  conveyed 
inftruftion  to  thofe  whom  he  took  under  his  tuition, 
who  required  Oow  and  gentle  methods  to  be  ufed  in 

order  to  their  profiting. For  precept  muft  be  upon 

precept.  They  muft  be  taught,  whh  equal  attention, 
dilij?ence,  and  care,  as  the  youngeft  children,  wbofe 
mailers  give  them  one  rule  or  precept  to  learn,  and 
after  that  another.  In  like  manner,  the  great  Inftruc* 

*  Matth.  zi.  25. 
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tor  of  his  church,  fuiting  hioifelf  to  the  weak  capaci- 
ties of  his  people,  who  are  flow  of  uiiderftanding,  and 
often  negligent  and  forgetful  of  a  precept  refpefting 
the  abfolute  neceility  of  new  hearts,  fubjoined  a  pre- 
cept relating  to  the  high  importance  of  faith  in  the 
promifed  Mefliah :  to  a  precept  on  devotion,  he  ad- 
ded one  on  morality.  And  that  nothing  might  be 
wanting  on  his  part,  precepts  upon  every  fubjed  were 
diversified  and  multiplied.— —Liii^  t^n  line.  As 
little  children,  who  cannot  receive  mucn  at  once,  and 
who  muft  not  be  burdened^  have  now  and  then  a  line 
nven  them  to  read,  or  commit  to  memory  \  fo  the 
Teacher  of  the  foolifli  hath  vouchfafed,  in  the  fame 
eafy  manner,  to  inculcate  upon  his  church,  the  doc- 
trine of  his  holy  word.  He  gave  them  one  line,  in- 
forming them  of  their  depravity  and  fin ; .  another, 
fhewing  their  duty ;  and  a  third,  prefiguring  their  re- 
demption.  Here  a  little^  and  there  a  little..    He 

communicated  to  them  a  little  inftru£kion  by  one  of 
bis  fervants,  and  a  little  by  another,  that  they  might 
the  more  eafily  comprehend  what  they  were  taught ; 
that  the  pleafing  variety  of  inftruments  he  em- 
ployed, and  the  diverfity  of  fubjefls  of  which  they 
treated,  might  attraft  their  attention,  and  promote 
their  benefit.  In  this  agreeable  winning  manner, 
hath  God  been  graciouflv  pleafed  to  teach  bis  people  ; 
which  (hews  at  once,  his  admirable  condefcenfilft^ 
their  flownefs  of  capacity  to  learn,  and  the  criminal 
cbnduA  of  thofe  fcomfiil  men  who  rejeded  and  de- 
rided the  admonitions  of  his  fervants.— —In  this 
gentle  manner,  hath  God  alfo  taught  you,  my  friends, 
what  you  ought  to  avoid,,  to  do,  and  to  defire.  £n- 
deavojur  to  profit  under  the  various  methods  he  takes 
for  your  improvement :  and  pray  earneftly,  that  he 
may  render  his  inflrudions  effe&ual,  by  his  Spirit 
and  bleffing  accompanying  them. 

II   For  with  flammering  lips,  and  another 

tongue,  will  he  fpeak  to  this  people. 

The 
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Tlie  Lord  God  havmg  fpoken  with  great  plainneTs^ 
by  his  fervants,  to  the  pofterity  of  Kfrael,  and  fre- 
^juently  repeated  to  them  his  precepts,  infomuch 
that  young  children  might  have  learned  them,  yet 
filch  was  their  ftupidity  and  obftinacy,  that  they 
flighted  and  contemned  them.  The  Moft  High, 
whofe  inftrudions  they  had  even  dared  to  ridicule, 
was  determined  to  fpeak  to  them  in  ftrange  lad* 
goages,  in  the  courle  of  his  providence ;  firft  by  the 
Chaldeans,  and  afterward  by  the  komans.  tie  there- 
for^ retorts  upon  them  with  great  feverity,  the  opprcv 
brious  deridii^;  language  which  they  Kad  infoloitly 
uled,  in  cenfuring  his  method  of  teaching  them.  The 
words  before  us,  contain  the  awful  threatening  which 
God  denounced  againft  them,  on  account  of  thdr 
vnprofitabienefs  under  the  various  means  he  had  em- 
ployed for  their  improvement,  and  the  fcom  with 
which  they  had  treated  his  prophets.-*— ^For  with 
ilammering.  Or,  as  the  Hebrew  word  fignifies,  with 
Ittoddng  hps,  and  another  tongue^  or  foreign  Iso- 
guage,  which  Ihall  be  unintelligible  to  you;  and 
which,  notwithftanding,  like  cmldreo^  ye  fltall  be 
obliged  to  learn.  They  were  to  be  carried  away  by 
their  enemies  into  a  diftant  country,  where  they 
would  hear  a  language  that  they  did  not  underftaod ; 
and  be  forced,  contrary  to  their  inclination,  to  learn 

ittfwith  great  difficulty. Or  this  predidionmay 

poffibly  relate  to  the  uncertain,  indiilm£l,  and  ftrange 
manner  of  teaching,  which,  m  after  periods  of  the 
Jewifli  church,  was  adopted  by  thofe:  who  aflumed  the 
charafter  of  their  infirudors.  According  to  either 
interpretation,  the  prophecy  hath  been  exafUy  fulfil- 
ied.  After  the  Jews  were  taken  captive  to  Babyioa, 
they  were  obliged  to  learn,  with  ftammering  lips,  the 
language  of  that  country :  and  there  Goa  fpake  to 
them  in  a  foreign  tongue,  as  a  juft  puniOiment  for  the 
fcorn  and  contempt  they  poured  upon  hisjfenrants 
and  inftruQions.  And,  in  following  ages,  thi^ 
threatening  took  effed,  when  the  Jewifii  dodors, 

wbofe 
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trhofe  bufinefs  was  to  inftrud:  the  people,  overlooking 
the  facred  oracles  of  God,  taught,  in  the  Syrian  lan- 
guage, thofe  feolifli  expofitions  of  fcriptare  given  in 
Talmuds,  Cbaldee  paraphrafes,  and  oral  traditions. — 
Thofe  who  do  not  proBt  by  the  gentle  methods  em- 
ployed for  their  benefit  by  infinite  wifdom  and  grace, 
are  afltired  by  this  prediflion,  that  the  Lord  will  ere  long 
deal  with  th^m  in  another  and  very  different  manner. 
If  you  will  not  liften  to  the  plain  repeated  inftnidiona 
delivered  in  the  word  of  God,  you  have  reafon  to 
fear,  that  the  threatening  denounced  againft  the 
Jewifli  people,  fiiall,  in  one  way  or  other,  be  exe- 
cuted upon  you.    They  who  prefumptuoufly  abufe 
the  choiceft  mercies,  (hall  have  judgment  without 
mercy.    They  mud  perifli  for  lack  of  knowledge, 
who  defpife  divine  teaching:   they  fhail  be  taught 
with  another  tongue,  who  contemn  the  fimple  me- 
thod whereby  the  Lord  teacheth  his  people.    This 
verfe  is  cited  by  the  apoflle  Paul,  in  his  Firft  Epiftle 
to  the  Corinthians,  when  treating  of  the  proper  ufe 
of  the  gift  of  tongues,  which  was  over-rated  by  fome 
in  that  church.    God  having  threatened  by  Ifaiah,  to 
ipeak  to  the  men  of  Judah  in  different  or  ftran'ge  lan- 
guages, as  the  juft  punifliment  of  their  fin,  the  apoftle, 
by  quoting  the  paiTage  before  us,  reminded  thofe  to 
whom  he  was  writing,  that  they  had  little  reafon  to 
bold  of  the  gift  of  tongues;  that  they  ought  to-be- 
ware  of  abufing  it,  fenfible  that  gifts  are  to  be  eiU* 
0iated  by  their  real  utility. 

1 2  To  whom  he  faid,  This  //  the  reft  whert^ 
wtb  ye  may  caufe  the  weary  to  reft,  and  this  ii 
the  refrefhing :  yet  they  would  not  hear. 

The  Lord  God  hath  been  pleafed  to  adopt  the  mod: 
winning  methods  for  inffruding  his  people;  and,  in 
order  to  their  profiting,  he  hath  folicited  their  atten- 
tion in  the  moft  obliging  manner. To  whom  he 

Jaidy  This  is  the  reji-^aiid  this  is  the  refrejhing.    The 

dodrines 
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dodrines  of  grace,  relating  to  Jefus  Chrift  and  his  re* 
demption,  have  been  uniformly  inculcated  by  the  fenr- 
ants  of  God,  as  the  only  means  of  conveying  reft  and 
peace,  tranquillity  and  joy,  to  the  weary  and  di£quieted 
minds  of  men.     ^  To  him  (faid  the  apoftie  Peter) 

*  gave  all  the  prophets  witnefs,  that,  through  his 
•^  name,  whofoever  believeth  in  him  fliall  receive  re- 

*  niiffion  of  (ins  *.'  The  faints,  in  all  generationsi 
have  cordially  embraced  this  important  do&rine,  as 
the  fure  foundation  of  their  hope  and  comfort.  This 
glorious  truth  our  blefled  Saviour  affirmed  during  his 
miniftry,  whilll  he  opened  the  fountain  of  confola- 
tion;  and  demonft rated,  that  he  himfelf  was  the 
Author  of  falvation,  poflefled  of  all  the  fiilnefs  ofce- 
leftial  wifdom,  grace,  and  righteoufnefs,  and  that  he 
came  into  this  world  to  give  reft  and  refrefliment  to 
weary  and  heavy  laden  fmners.  ^  Come  unto  me, 
^  faid  the  compaflionate  Redeemer,  all  ye  that  labotir, 

*  and  are  heavy  laden,  and  I  will  give  you  reft  f •*  I 
will  refrefti  you  with  liberty,  tranquillity,  peace,  and 
confolation.  No  reft  fo  excellent,  none  fo  defirablef 
^s  this  which  is  prmnifed,  and  conferred  by  Jefus 
Chrift.  Agreeable  to  his  name  and  charader,  he 
faves  all  that  come  to  him,  frona  their  fins  :  he  d^ 
livers  them  from  condemnation:  he  cleanfes  them 
from  all  unrighteoufnefs ;  and  introduces  them  bto 
the  glorious  liberty  of  the  fons  of  God.  He  invefts 
them  in  the  poifeffion  of  peace  that  paffeth  all  under- 
ftanding,  which  is  the  never-failing  fource  of  abun- 
dant fatisfadiori.  He  either  delivers  them  from  af- 
fitdion,  or  enables  them  to  fuftain  it  with  compofure 
and  refignation,  and  renders  it  fubfervient  to  their 
real  benefit.  At  their  diffolution,  he  releafes  them 
from  the  unavoidable  troubles  to  which  they  are  here 
expofed :  their  bodies  being  laid  in  the  gravie,  where 
the  weary  are  at  reft,  their  fouls  do  enter  into  peace. 
They  fleep  in  Jefus,  until  the  morning  of  the  refur- 

*,  A&B  X.  43.  t  Matth.  xi.  28. 
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reftion,  when  foul  and  body  Ihall  be  re-united,  aud 
conduded  into  the  reft  that  remainetb  for  the  people 
of  God,  in  its  full  perfection,  comfortable  extent,  and 
everlafting  duration.  The  partial  enjoyment  of  this 
reft,  and  the  reviving  profped  of  its  completion  and 
perpetuity  in  the  future  world,  are  truly  agreeable 
and  refreihing.  What  pleafmg  refreihment  muft  it 
afford  to  thofe  who  are  wearied  with  roaming  after 
fatisfadion  among  the  creatures,  and  with  the  fruit- 
lefs  purfuit  of  happinefs  where  it  could  not  be  found, 
to  obtain  delightful  repofe  in  Jefus  Chrift,  to  find 
their  moft  enlarged  defires  gratified,  and  to  enjoy 
communion  with  the  fource  of  eternal  felicity !  Thi» 
is  reft,  this  is  relief  indeed,  highly  wonhy  of  our 
keenefl  purfuit,  and  peculiarly  grateful  to  all  who  are 
fenfible  of  their  need  of  it. 

Wherewith  ye  may  cdufe  the  weary  to  reft.  Weari- 
nefs  arifes  either  from  weaknefs  or  fatigue  of  body, 
or  from  fainting  and  failure  of  the  fpirits,  through 
long-continued  unfuccefsful  exertion.  .The  wearv, 
who  are  here  intended,  are  thofe  who  are  faint  in 
their  minds,  who  have  been  weary  of  Cod  and  his 
o/;dinances,  and  who  have  wearied  themfelves  with 
iniquity  and  very  vanity.  The  expreflion  under  con- 
fideration,  reprefents,  in  ,a  ftriking  light,  not  only 
their  miferable  condition,  and  their  unfpeakable  need 
of, reft,  but  likewife  the  tender  compafTions  of  God, 
in  providing  refrefhment  for  them.  As  reft  is  moft 
abcq>table  to  weary  perfons,  and  refrefhment  is  moft 
comfortable  to  thofe  who  are  heavy  laden  with  fome 
oppreffive  burden,  fo^reft  to  the  foul  will  be  moft 
defirable  to  thofe  who  are  weary  in  their  minds. 
Though  all  mankind  may  be  included  in  the  charac- 
ter before  us,  yet,  I  fuppofe,  they  are  efpecially  in- 
tended, who  are  fenfible  that  this  is  their  real  cbndi* 
tion.  Multitudes  there  are  who  come  under  this  de- 
fcription,  who  feel  not.  their  necef&ties :  but  this 
arifes,  not  from  their  ftate  being  better  than  that  of 
others,  but  from  tiieir  infenfibility,  which  renders 

their 
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their  circumftances  worfe,  and  more  dangerous.-^-— ^ 
As  the  divine  benefits  are  of  ineftimable  worth,  and 
incomparable  excellence,  fo  they  are  freely  offered, 
;md  generoufly  conferred,  on  all  who  are  willing  to 
parts&e  of  them :  nay,  fuch  is  the  grace'  of  God,  thai 
he  employe  his  fervants  to  caufe  the  weary  to.  reft* 
If  then  men  are  miferable,  they  only  are  to  blame ; 
if  they  do  not  find  reft,  it  is  becaufe  they  will  not  ac* 
cept  of  this  precious  bleffing^  Now,  if  people  com- 
monly  eftimate  things  according  to  the  fenfe  tbey 
have  of  their  need  of  them,  might  it  not  be  j^ftly  ^' 
pe&ed,  that  the  reft  aild  refreihment  here  fpoken  of, 
would  be  moft  acceptable,  and  thankfully  receiyed  b; 
all  to  whom  they  are  offered  ^ 

Tet  tbey  would  npt  bear^  Blinded  by  invetente 
prejudices,  puffed  up  with  a  vain  opinion  of  their 
own  good  condition,  the  people  to  whom  the  icnr 
ants  of  God  were  fent,  would  ^ot  hearken  to  their 
voice:  they  would  not  part  with  their  errors  and 
vices,  no?  return  to  the  exercife  of  a  found  and  fober 
mind.  Somf  would  not  fo  much  as  hear  the  inftruc- 
tions  delivered  by  the  minifters  of  the  Lord :  they 
cared  for  none  of  thefe  things  \  and  greatly  preferred 
indolence  and  amufemeiit  to  his.facred  counfek  and 
admonitions,  who  gave  them  all  things  richly  ^o  en* 
joy.  Some  who  attended,  did  not  liften  with  dtIK 
gence  and  impartiality  to  the  important  truths  that 
were  fpoken  to  thems  being  neither  interefted  in 
them,  nor  affeded  with  them,  they  treated  them  with 
great  indifference,  and  fovereign  contempt.  Others 
who  attended,  were  di^atisfied;  and  found  feult  with 
what  they  heard :  they  difcpvered  a  ftrong  averfioa 
to  believe,  and  obey  the  truth;  tb^y  mocked  the 
ipeakers,  and  derided  the  truths  that  they  delivered. 
Far  from  receiving  them  with  faith  and  love,  that 
they  might  profit  their  fouls,  many  were  carelefs  and 
unconcerned,  whilft  not  a  few  were  irritated  and  en- 
raged.  In  few  words,  they  hated  inftrudion,  and 
would  not  bear  reproof^}  and,  by  this  malignant 

odious 
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odious  conduft,  they  brought  upon  themfehres  what 
was  thr^tened  by  the  prophet  Jeremiah :  ^  I  will  per- 
^  fecute  them  with  the  fword,  with  the  famine,* and 
^  with  the  peftilence,  and  will  deliver  them  to  be  re^ 
^  moved  to  all  the  kingdoms  of  the  earth,  to  be  a 
^  curfe,  and  an  aftonilhment,  and  an  hiffing,  and  a 

*  reproach  among  all  the  nations  whither  I  have 
^  driven  them;  becaufe  they  have  not  hearkened  to 

*  my  words,  faith  the  Lord,  which  I  have  fent  unto 
^  them  by  my  fervants  the  prophets  •.'-—If  ye, 
brethren,  have  a  proper  fenfe  of  the  corruption  and 
xnifery  wherein  ye  are  involved ;  if  ye  are  wearied 
with  miquity  and  vanity ;  if  ye  are  acquainted  with 
theineftimable  worth  of  reft  and  refreihment ;  if  your 
hearts  are  broken,  and  your  fpirits  contrite ;  ye  will, 
in  fome  meafure,  hear  as  ye  ought,  the  reviving  voice 
that  fpeaketh  to  you  from  heaven.  Ye  will  give  dili- 
gent attention  to  the  things  fpoken  concerning  falva- 
tion:  ye  will  lay  them  up  in  your  hearts,  that  ye 
offend  not  againft  God :  ye  will  gratefully  accept  of 
his  offered  mercy,  and  endeavour  to  live  to  his  glory. 

13  But  the  word  of  the  Lord  was  unto  them, 
pretept  upo^i  precept,  precept  upon  precept ;  line 
upon  line,  line  upon  line ;  here  a  little,  and  there 
a  little ;  that  they  might  go,  and  fall  backward, 
and  be  broken,  and  fiiared,  and  taken^ 

The  unhappy  effe&s  of  the  contempt  and  mifim- 
provement  of  divine  inftrudions,  is  here  expreffed  in 

very  ftrong  terms. ^Thc  word  of  the  Lord,  which 

was  fent  unto  the  children  of  Ifrael  by  his  fervants. 
the  prophets,  and  which  was  afterward  delivered  to 
ihem  by  his  own  Son,  was  communicated  in  the  mod 
infinuating  and  gradual  manner ;  precept  was  upon 
precept,  line  was  upon  line,  here  a  little,  and  there 
a  little.    By  fuch  eafy  and  gentle  methods  of  ceacb- 

*  Jcr.  XXIX.  i8|  19. 
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ilig,  it  might  have  been  ezpefled,  that,  captivated 
by  the  condefcending  grace  of  their  great  Inltruftor, 
they  would  have  made  rapid  advances  in  acquiring 
the  knowledge  of  divine  truths.  The  fad  however^ 
through  their  obftinacy  and  unteachablenefs,  proved 
quite  the  reverfe.  In  (lead  of  hearing  and  obeying  the 
voice  of  the  Lord,  and  accepting  the  precious  ble& 
ings  that  he  oflFered  them,  they  neglefted  and  defpifed 
them.  Thofe  fignal  advantages,  tlierefore,  for  fpi«> 
ritual  improvement  which  they  enjoyed,  weie,  by  the 
juft  judgment  of  God,  made  to  ferve  another  and  very 

oppoiite  purpofe. That  ibey  might  go,  and  fall  back^ 

^ard^  &c.  The  expreflions,  which  are  muUipKed,  te 
ihew  the  dangerous  progrefs  that  they  made  toward 
deftruflion,  feem  to  allude  to  what  fometimes  occun 
to  ah  unwary  traveller,  who,  by  taking  fome  wrong 
ileps,  falls  backward,  and  endeavouring  to  recover 
himfelf,  is  caught  in  a  fnare,  and  taken  by  an  enemy. 
Thus  it  was  to  happen  to  the  uhteachable  ^sd  uicor* 
rigible  among  the  pofterity  of  IfraeL  They  might  go 
on  in-  the  dangerous  courfe  which  they  had  fooliflily 
chofen ;  but,  in  their  progrefs,  they  would  £U1  back- 
ward, and  be  fo. hurt  or  broken,  as  to  bediiabled 
from  proceeding  in  the  way  of  life.  But  this  is  not 
all :  through  their  abufe  ot  the  word  of  God,  they 
were  to  be  fo  entangled  in  the  fnare  of  the  wicked, 
that  they  fhould  be  deftroyed  by  their  own  folly  and 
perveriity.  That  word  which  was  to  others  the  favour 
of  life  unto- life,  was  to  prove  to  them  the  favour  of 
death  unto  death.  It  muft  be  fo.  Since  they  would 
not  hearken  to  the  words  of  eternal  life,  they  muft 
remain  dead  in  trefpaffes ;  fince  they  would  not  come 
to  the  light,  they  muft  walk  in  darknefs  \  fmce  they 
would  n<Jt  believe,  they- could  not  be  (kved;~  fince 
their  hearts  were  not  meliorated  by  the  word  of  C^od, 
they  muft  have  been  hardened  through  the  deceitfiiU 
Jiefs  of  fin :  and  being  given  up  to  a  reprobate  mind, 
their  fpiritual  condition  would  become  worfe  and 
yiQtie^  until  they  fell  under  the  crufhing  weight  of 

righteous 
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righteous  vengeance.— —^uch  were  the  difmal  eflfeds 
that  followed  the  perverfe  abufe  of  the  word  of  God, 
fent  to  the  Jewiih  people,  efpedally  in  the  time  of  the 
Meifiah.  By  their  unbelief,  they  exhibited  a  prodigy 
of  hardnefs  of  heart,  and  the  mod  obftinate  infidelity, 
which  is  the  everlafting  reproach  of  their  nation; 
in  confequence  whereof,  they  fell  and  were  broken, 
they  were  fnared  and  tsJcen.  Contrafting  ourfelves 
with  them,  we  may  be  apt  to  claim  the  preference  $ 
and  fay.  Had  we  lived  in  their  days,  we  would  not 
have  been  partakers  with  them  in  their  unbelief,  and 
other  fins.  Let  us  rather  acknowledge  our  paft  er- 
rors, and  the  imminent  danger  we  have  incurred,  by 
flighting  divine .  inftrudions.  By  the  diligent  im- 
provement of  the  means  of  falvation,  which,  through 
the  indulgence  of  Heaven,  are  dill  aflforded,  let  us 
avoid  the  dreadful  evils  that  befel  the  unbelieving 
Jews :  and  let  us  eameftly  fupplicate  the  enlighten- 
ing, converting,  and  fan£tifying  influence  of  the  holy 
Spirit,  to  work  in  us  that  grace  and  holinels  which  is 
the  bed  ornament,  and  fureft  evidence,  of  our  holy 
prof^on. 

14  II  Wherefore  hear  the  word  of  the  Lord, 
ye  fcornful  men  that  rule  this  people  which  is 
in  Jerufalem. 

Our  prophet,  having  forewarned  the  profane  among 
the  Jews,  of  approaching  fpiritual  judgments,  pro- 
ceeds to  foretel  the  temporal  calamities  which  were 
to  befal  them.  In  the  name  of , God,  he  folemnly  ad- 
moniihes  them,  that  the  prudence  whereof  thev 
beaded,  and  the  alliances  with  other  kingdoms  which 
they  had  formed,  (hould  not  afford  protection  from 
the  complicated. miferies  to  which  their  fins  expofed 

them. ^He  thus  addreffes  them :  Te  fcornful  menm> 

There  is  certainlv  a  gradation  in  wickednefs.   People  * 
do  not  commonly  arrive  at  once,  but  by  degrees,  at 
any  great  height  m  wickednefs :  feveral  fteps  are  prer  ' 
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vioufly  requifite  to  be  taken,  before  they  can  reach 
the  dingerous  fummit.  Having  walked  in  the  coon- 
fel  of  the  ungodly,  they  next  tsike  their  ftation  in  the 
way  of  finners ;  after  which,  they  proceed  to  take  die 
feat  of  the  fcomer.  Such  confiderabk  advances  in 
fin  had  been  made  by  the  rulers  in  Jerufidem,  as  gave 
fuiEcient  reafon  to  brand  them  with  this  odious  cha« 
rafter.  Devoid  of  every  good  principle,  and  deftU 
tute  of  all  regard  to  the  word,  the  furovidence,  and 
iervants  oPGod,  and  having  laid  afide  all  refpeft  for 
religion,  they  fcoffed  at  things  facred ;  they  mocked 
the  prophets,  they  derided  their  predi^ons,  and  ridi- 
culed all  that  they  ought  to  have  efteemed  and  vene- 
rated. With  hearts  ftiU  of  malignity  againft  ceieftial 
truths,  they  treated  divine  inftitutions  and  warnings 
with  derifion:  they  laughed  at  the  princi[des  and 
practice  of  godlinefs ;  and,  acting  under  the  influence 
of  their  corrupt  paffions,  they  fortified  tbemfelves 
againft  every  attempt  for  their  amendment,  by  proud- 
ly reie£dng  the^means  ufed  to  reclaim  them.  Though, 
by  their  office,  as  rulers,  they  were  under  peculiar 
obligations  to  have  exhibited  good  examples  before 
thofe  over  whom  they  prefided,  yet  they  boldly  pre- 
fumed  to  fneer  with  contempt  at  the  inftitotioni,  pre- 
didions,  and  admonitions  of  the  Moft  High.  Not- 
withftanding  they  refided  in  Jerufalem,  where  they 
enjoyed  fpecial  advantages  for  becoming  acquainted 
with  the  revelations  of  God's  will,  and  tor  perform- 
ing the  exercifes  of  his  worihip,  yet  all  thefe  were 
either  negleded  or  abufed.  Obferve  alfo,  that  the 
people  whom  thefe  fcornful  men  governed,  having^ 
by  their  enormous  tranfgreffions,  forfeited  the  honour- 
able charader  of  being  the  people  of  €rod,  'are  here 
called  this  people.  And  though  thefe  rulers  ^trt  the 
perfons  primarily  addrelTed,  yet  the  words  may  be 
confidered  as  direded  to  all  who  are  of  the  fame  bad 
temper,  and  who  follow  the  fame  pernicious  praftices. 
Wherefore  bear  the  word  of  the  Lord.  Since  you 
would  not  hearken  to  thofe  iidlrudions  which  the 

Lord 
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Lord  God  was  pleafed  to  give  you  in  the  mod  gentle 
manner,  and  frequently  to  inculcate  upon  you,  heat'' 
the  awful  mefiage  that  I  now  bring  to  you.  If  atten- 
tion, ought  to  be  proportioned  to  the  importance  of 
the  fttbjed,  to  your  intereit  in  it,  and  the  authority 
\yf  which  it  is  damped,  all  thefe  circumftances  unite, 
at  prefent,  to  claim  your  higheft  refped:.  Hear  the 
word  of  the  Lord.  Hear  it  not  only  with  your  ears^ 
which  is  a  natural  eafy  operation,  but  hearken  dili« 
gently,  fo  as  to  recdve  inltrudion.  Let  the  word 
that  I  fpeak  fink  down  into  your  hearts :  give  ear  to 
the  words  of  my  mouth ;  and  ferioUily  ponder  the 
truths  I  am  commiffioned  to  deliver.  Believe  what 
is  fpoketkj  and  you  (hall  be  eftabliflied :  obey  what  is 
requited  by  the  Lord,  fo  (hall  you  profper :  fubmit, 
with  meeknefs,  to  whatfoever  is  made  known  to  you ; 
and  let  it  have  a  fuitable  influence  upon  your  after- 
condu£L  Simibr  exordiums  are  frequently  ufed  by 
the  iafpired  writers;  and  particularly  by  Uaiah,  in 
thefe  prophecies.  In  obedience  to  this  folemn  call, 
let  us  hearken  diligently,  and  incline  our  ears  to  the 
word  of  Jehovah,  who  condefcends  to  fpeak  to  us 
from  heaven.  Whatfoever  he  (aith,  merits  our  firm 
belief,  and  cordial  reception ;  and  his  word  properly 
heard,  is  always  accompanied  with  falutary  con- 
fequences. 

15  Becaufe  ye  have  faid,  We  have  made  a 
covenant  with  death,  and  with  hell  are  we  at 
agreement ;  when  the  overflowing  fcourge  (hall 
pais  through,  it  (hall  not  come  unto  us :  for  we 
have  made  lies  our  refuge,  and  under  falfehood 
have  we  hid  ourfelves. 

Thefe  words  fpecify  the  reafons  why  the  following, 
prediction  was  publifhed ;  and  were  defigned  to  con- 
vince the  Jewifh  rulers,  of  their  bafe  defedion  from 
the  true  God,  on  whofe  favour  alone  they  ought  to 

have 
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have  founded  all  their  expedations  of  deliverance  and 
fafety.    They  comprehend  the  whole  argument,  both 

the  antecedent  and  confequent. We  have  made  a 

covenant  with  deaths  and  with  bell  are  we  at  agree^ 
tnent.  As  it  is  evident,  that  thefe  expreflions  cannot 
be  literally  underftood,  they  muft  be  explained  ac-' 
cording  to  their  figurative  fenfe.  As  life,  you  know, 
often  figniiies,  the  enjoyment  of  the  mofl:  defirable 
bleflings,  which  render  it  agreeable  and  pleafant ;  fo 
death  fometimes  denotes,  thofe  heavy  afflidtions,  and 
great  calamities,  which  threaten  immediate  deftni£tion« 
Hell,  or  the  grave,  as  the  Hebrew  word  might  be 
tranflated,  frequently  denotes,  that  vaft  gulf,  which 
fwallows  up  all  the  living,  and  fhuts  them  up  in  the 
land  of  darknefs.  It  is  uniformly  reprefented,  b:^ 
poflfeiling  an  unfatiable  deiire  of  devouring  thofe  who 
are  alive.  Our  prophet  therefore,  with  K^eat  beauty 
and  propriety,  introduces  cruel  tyrannical  princes, 
prdfiding  over  great  empires,  and  furnifhed  with 
flrength  to  vanquifh  all  that  come  in  their  way,  under 
the  images  of  death  and  the  grave,  to  which  thefe 
attributes  peculiarly  belong.  The  prophet  Habak- 
kuk,  fpeakmg  of  the  king  of  Affy ria,  with  great  ele- 
gance, employs  the  fame  images :  ^  He  enls^geth  his 
^  defire  as  hell,  and  is  as  death,  and  cannot  be  fa- 
^  tisfied,  but  gathereth  unto  him  all  nations,  and 
^  heapeth  unto  him  all  people  *•'  Death  and  hell, 
then,  are  here  ufed  emphatically,  to  reprefent  fome 
terrible  fpoiler  of' the  nations,  who  fpread  among 
them  defolation  and  ruin,  with  Vhooi  the  rulers  of 
Jiidah  had  formed  a  fixiQt  alliance,  on  which  they 

founded  their  hopes  of  prefervation  and  fafety. 

This  the  Jewiih  governors  are  charged  with  having 
faid.  This  language  they  had  adopted,  and  been 
heard  to  exprefs ;  or  it  was  really  thie  isdr^interpreta- 
tion  of  their  conduft.  A£Hons  fpeak  as  plainlyr-as 
words :  and  in  one  or  other  of  thefe  ways,  they  had 

•  Hab.  ii.  5. 
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made  this  fooUfli  and  criminal  declaration  of  their 
fentiments,  that,  having  entered  into  a  folemn  treaty 
of  alliance  with  fome  powerful  monarch,  they  rather 
placed  their  confidence  in  him  than  in  God.  • . 

When  the  overflcwirigfcourge  Jball  paj^  through^  it 
Jhall  not  cofiie  unto  nx.  Thofe  whom  God  employs  a& 
inftruments  to  punifli  the  wicked,  or  to  cbafuze  his 
own  people,  are,  in  fcripture,  called  fcourges.  By 
|he  fcourge  here  fpoken  of,  is  meant,  the  great  army 
of  fome  mighty  prince,  which  yras  to  fpr^ad  itfelf 
among  the  neighbouring  nations,  to  the  gr^t  da- 
mage of  the  inhabitants.  From  this  threatenedi  cala- 
mity, the  governors  of  Judah  promifed  themlelves 
exemption,  in  consequence  of  the  league  above  men- 
tioned. Two  metaphors,  of  a  di£Ferent  jkind,  are 
mixed  together  by  our  prophet,  in  the  defcription 
before  us.  The  me  of  a  fcourge  is  to.  ftrike,  but  not 
to  overflow :  and  as  the  great  army,  fignified  by  the 
fcourge,  was  not  only  to  iafli^  fevere  punifhment 
upon  thofe  to  whom  it  reached,  but,  like  a  river  ex- 
tending itfelf  over  its  banks,  it  was  to  lay  wafte  the 
whole  country  through  which  it  paffed.  Notwith-i 
ftanding,  the  fcomful  men  of  Judah  pleafed  them- 
felves  with  the  thoughts,  that  it  would  not  reach  to 
them.  The  rulers  of  that  people,  far  from  being 
alarmed  by  the  explicit  declaration  made  in  the  be- 
ginning of  this  chapter,  refpefUng  a  mighty  one, 
who,  as  a  flood  of  waters,  was  to  overflow,  and  cad 
down  to  the  earth,  the  crown  of  pride,  and  drunkards 
of  Ephraim,  foolifhly  imagined,  that  this  judgment 

was  not  to  come  Aigh  them,  or  hurt  them. How 

ill-founded,  how  abfurd,  the  confident  expedations 
of  fafety  "(Krhich  proud  felf-conceited  perfons  frequent- 
ly exprefs  f  *  The  rich  man's  wealth  is  his  ftrong  city, 
*  and  as  an  high  wall  in  his  own  conceit  *.'  Secure 
in  tlie  midft  of  danger,  he  regards  neither  the  provi- 
dential difpenfations,  nor  the  awful  threatenings  of 

•  Prov.  xviii.  ii. 

the 
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the  Almighty.  Though  admoniflied  and  rqyrof cd  bjF 
the  fervants  of  God,  he  dreams  of  nothing  but  peace 
and  fafety,  until  Carried  away  by  the  defolating  judg- 
ments of  heaven.-^— The  reafon  affigned  for  their 
^xpedation^f  fafety,  is  truly  furprifin^  and  eztraor* 
dinary ; 

For  we  have  made  lies  our  refuge^  &c.  The  lies  and 
falfehood  which  they  made  their  refuge,  might  com- 
prehend all  that,  in  fcripture-Iangua^e,  is  fignified  hf 
thefe  terms :  the  idols  and  lying  vanities,  which  were 
honoured  by  the  Heathen  nations,  to.  which  they 
united  in  paying  their  homage.  Of  them  the  prophet 
Jeremiah  thus  fpeaks :  ^  The  graven  image,  and  the 
^  molten  image,  is  falfehood ;  and  there  is  no  breath 

*  in  them :  they  are  vanity ;  the  wor^;  of  errors  •.' — 
The  wealth,  wudom,  and  power,  wherein  they  pre- 
fumptuoufly  placed  their  confidence,  fondly  imagin- 
ing, that  they  might  prove  fuffici«it  to  fcreea  them 
from  danger  in  the  time  of  calamity.  Thefe  deceitful 
vanities  the  royal  prophet,  who  trufted  in  the  Lord, 
declares,  that  he  Hated  f .— The  falfe  do^b'ines  of 
lying  prophets,  who  erred  from  the  tnHh,  and  pn>^ 
phefied  ialfehood;  concerning  whom  the  Lord  de- 
clares, *  They  prophefy  unto  you  a  falfe  vifion  and 
<  divination,  and  a  thing  of  nought,  and  the  deceit 

*  of  their  heart  J.'  Under  fome  one  or  other  of  thefe 
coverts,  did  the  fcornful  rulers  of  Judah  take  fhdter 
from  impending  judgments,  and  then  thought  them- 
felves  fecure  from  fear  of  evil.  Hence  their  Aameful 
confeflion,  their  impious  language.  We  bav^  made  ties 
our  refuge i  and  under  falfehood  have  we  bid  our/elves* 
All  their  expedations  of  fafety,  on  thefe  accounts, 
were  difappointed.  Notwithftanding  they  implored 
the  afliflance  of  the  £gyptian$  againft  the  AlTyrians, 
and  afterward,  about  the  time  of  Meffiah^s  appear- 
ance, they  became  fubjed:  to  the  Romans,  yet  neither 
of  thefe  powerful  nations  could  afford  them  protect 

*  Jer.  X,  14,  15.  f  PfaL  txxu  6.  %  Jcr.  xi^  14. 
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don  from  predi&ed  calamiries.— -^— Reafon  and  expe- 
rience teach,  thaf  we  are  weak  defencelefs  creatures* 
who  muft  look  for  help  and  (belter  to  fome  quaner 
or  other.  Warned  by  the  folly  of  the  profane  in  Ju^ 
dah,  and  the  difappointment  that  terminated  their 
vain  hopes,  let  us  place  our  tnift  in  God,  who  is  a 
fure  defence,  a  never*faiUng  refuge. 

1 6  IF  Therefore  thus  faith  the  Lord  God, 
Behold,  I  lay  in  Zion  for  a  foundation,  a  (lone, 
a  tried  (lone,  a  precious  comtr-Jione^  a  fure 
foundation :  he*  that  believeth  (hall  not  make 
haftc. 

Few  predidions  deliyered  in  fcripture,  are  nihered 
in  with  greater  majefty  and  authority,  or  placed  in  a 
more  remarkable  connexion,  than  that  which  lies 
now  before. us.  The  prophet,  having  folemnly  de- 
manded attention  to  the  word  of  the  Lord  which  he 
had  in  command  to  fpeak,  after  expofing  the  folly 
and  wickednefs  of  the  fcomful  men  that  were  in 
power,  who  prefumptuoufly  ezprefled  their  coi^- 
dence  in  deceit  and  falfehood,  publiflies  the  glorious 
truth  contained  in  the  words  now  read,  before  he 
proceeds  to  denounce  the  judgments  determined  to 
pe  inflidied  upon  them.  He  declares,  in  the  name 
of  Jehovah,  that  infinite  wifdom  and  grace  would 
lay  a  more  firm  foundation  of  trufl  and  dependence 
than  that  upon  which  profane  men  built  their  ex« 
pedations,  whereupon  the  great  ecfifice  of  his  churcK 
(hould  be  cftabKlhed,  and  to  which  the  eyes  of  all 
them  that  believe  ought,  in  every  age,  to  be  diredted; 
He  conneds  the  promifed  mercy  with  the  pvecedbg  re<* 
proof,  by  the  word  therefore  ;  which  not  only  pointt 
out  the  order  wherein  one  thing  was  to  follow  ano* 
ther,  but  intimates,  that  God  would  take  occafion, 
from  the  atrocious  crimes  committed  by  the  rulers  of 
bis  people,  to  manifefl  the  greatnefs  of  his  mercy,  and 
ttic  riches  of  his  grace.    We  have  biAy  We  made 

Vol,  U.  3  Z  U^^ 
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lies  our  refuge,  and  under  falfehood  have  we  hid  oar« 
felves :  tbertfore  faitb  the  Lord  God^  Beholdj  I  lay  in 
Zkn  for  a  foundation^  ajione^  &c.  The  inference  is 
truly  remarkable,  and  cannot  £adl  to  excite  the  adT 
miring  attention  of  all  the  faithful  fervants  of  God, 
Notwithftandifig  proud  worldly  men  may  impiouily 
imagine,  that  th^re  is  no  other  ground  whereupon 
the  church  can  reft  their  faith  and  hope  than  that 
which  is  fuggefted  by  human  prudence,  that  there  is 
no  other  way  of  obtaining  deliverance  than  what  is 
devifed  by  the  fagacity  of  man,  the  Lord  God  hath 
laid  a  far  more  excellent  and  fur^  foundation,  that 
ihaU  never  decay ;  upon  which  he  will  ered  a  fpiri- 
tual  find  living  temple,  that  (hall  rife  to  amazing 
hdght,  magnificence,  and  glory. 

The  predi^ion  is  delivered  in  beautiful  figurative 
language,  juftly  meriting  the  moft  ferious  difcuj(Gon. 
In  defcribing  or  embelhflung  illuftrious  actions,  or 
future  events,  the  prophets  are  accuftomed  to  intro- 
duce allufions  to  the  anions  of  former  times,  fuch  as 
pofTefs  a  confpicuous  place  in  facrc^  biftory;  and 
thus  they  illuminate  th^  future  by  the  paft,  fads  le& 
known  by  others  more  generally  underftood.  In  the 
words,  there  feems  to  be  a  manifeft  reference  to  t^e 
noble  flrudures  of  ancient-  times,  whofe  foundations 
were  laid  amidft  multitudes  of  admiring  fpedators, 
who  accompamed  the  folemnity  with  fhouts  and  ac- 
clamations of  joy.  When  the  foundations  of  the 
earth  v^ere  laid  by  the  Almighty,  the  moming-ftars, 
who  witneiTed  this  great  wohl,  fang  together,  and  all 
the  fons  of  God  (houted  for  joy.  At  the  commence- 
ment of  thofe  grand  material  buildings,  which  typified 
the  church  of  the  living  God,  vaft  numbers  of  be- 
holders aifembled :  and  when  the  workmen  began  to 
build,  the  temple  of  the  Lord,  they  fet  the  priefts  in 
their  apparel,  with  the  Levites,  who  fung  together  by 
courfe,  m  praiiing  and  giving  thanks  unto  the  Lord  *« 

*  £zni  iii.  xo.  it. 
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In  Eke  manner,  vhen  Jehovah  W^s  about  tcTtay  tn 
Zion  for  a  foundation,  a  (lone,  a  tried  (lone,  a  pre- 
cious c6mer-ftone^  he  tails  upon  men  to  attend,  ad- 
mire, and  praiTe.  Accordingly,  the  appearance  of 
the  Son  of  Gk>d  for  this  wonderful  purpofe,  was  an- 
nounced from  on  high^  to  be  glad  tidings  of  great  joy 
unto  all  people :  his  divine  difcourfes,  his  beneficent 
miracles,  his  triumphant  entry  into  Jerufalem,  his 
glorious  refurre£lion  from  t.he  dead,  and  magnificent 
afcenfion  into  heaven,  were  contemplated  and  cele- 
brated with  exultation  and  joy.— -Behold  all  ye 
kindreds  of  the  earth,  people  of  every  language,  and 
bf  every  defcription ;  ye  fcornful  men,  ftout-hearted, 
and  iar  fr'om  righteoufnefs ;  ye  defponding  tranf- 
greflbrs,  who  are  humble  and  contrite  in  fieart ;  ye 
people  of  \he  Mod  High,  who  are  built  together, 
for  an  habitation  of  God,  through  the  Spirit.  Unto 
you,  O  men,  I  call,  and  my  voice  is  to  the  fons  of 
men.  Behold  this  admirable' work  of  the  Lord  God, 
which  infinitely  furpaifes  all  created  power  to  execute; 
and  which  the  moft  enlarged  capacity  cannot  fully 
comprehend,  or  fufEciently  celebnite.  Contemplate 
him  performing  this  aftoniming  enterprife,  according 
to  his  own  purpofe  and  grace,  thereby  exhibiting 
the  brighteft  difplays  of  majefty  and  mercy,  of  righ- 
teoufnefs  and  holinefs,  power  and  veracity;  and 
whilft  you  behold,  admire,  love,  and  rejoice, 

/  lay  in  Zion  for  a  foundation.  A  foundation  pro- 
periy  denotes,  the  loweft  part  of  the  material  build- 
ing, which  fupports  the  whole  weight  of  the  fuper- 
ftrudhire,  and  gives  it  union,  ftrength,  and  (lability. 
Figuratively,  it  fignifies  thofe  perfons  or  things,  which 
fuftain  and  unite  the  fabric  that  is  raifed  upon  them ; 
and  which  communicate  to  it,  firmnefs,  confiftency, 
and  perpetuity.  In  this  fenfe,  the  foundation  of  a 
ftate  or  empire,  is,  its  conftitution,  laws,  and  govern- 
ors ;  its  counfels,  riches,  and  allies.  The  foundation 
of  the  church  of  God,  is  Jefus  Chrift,  who  upholds^ 
.and  intimately  conne£U  together  in  fraternal  a»£tion, 
-  alt 
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^U  the  people  of  God,  who  depend  on  him  alooe  for 
their  faith  and  holineft»  their  prefent  privileges^  their 
divine  confolations  and  future  hopes*  Hiis  mofl  il- 
luftrious  Perfon  pofleflfes,  in  high  perfedion,  aH  thofe 
qualifications  which  are  requifite  to  a  good  founda* 
tion }  and  to  him  the  apoftle  Peter  exprefsly  ap|diA 
this  prophecy.-— '^Havmg  reprefented  the  happy  con« 
dition,  and  difiinguiflied  dignity  pf  true  ChriftiaDs^ 
n  a  fpiritual  temple,  and  holy  priefthood,  h^  ampti** 
fies  and  confirms  what  he  had  faid,  by  quoting  the 
words  under  confideration  *•  And  the  apoftle  Pkul^ 
reminding  the  faints  at  Corinth,  that  they  were 
Cod's  building,  and  ought  to  take  heed  that  they 
did  not  build  improper  materials  upon  the  foundatton 
he  had  laid,  enforces  the  caution  by  this  powerful  ar« 
gument :  *  For  other  foundation  can  no  man  lay  than 
^  that  is  hid,  which  is  Jefus  Chrift  f  /  Indeed,  this 
chief  work  of  Gckl,  which  in  ttfelf  is  moft  eJtcelleBt^ 
and  moft  interefting  to  us,  forms  the  chief  fubfed  of 
his  word.  All  the  fcriptures,  writtcin  both  before  and 
after  its  execution,  teftify  concerning  it ;  attd  meet 
here,  as  in  their  common  centre.  The  ftrength  and 
duration  of  the  edifice  depends  on  the  firmneft  of  the 
foundation;  and  therefore  the  Lord  God,  havii^ 
purpofed  to  build  a  fpiritual  houfe,  for  the  honour  <tf 
his  majefty,  that  fliould  endure  for  ever,'  placed,  at 
the  bottom  of  this  immenfe.  ftrud;ure,  a  fuitablc  and 
pprmanent  foundation.  How  glorious  the  work  that 
he  declares  he  would  perform  in  Zion :  and  which, 
in  the  fulne(s  of  time,  he  executed,  according  to  the 
plan  he  formed  in  his  eternal  mind,  when  the  Son  of 
God  aflumed  our  nature,  magnified  the  divine  law 
that  we  have  broken,  and  endured  the  curfe  that  we 
liave  merited !  This  is  the  Lord's  doing,  and  oi^ht 
to  be  wondrous  in  our  eyes. 

Let  us  now  proceed  attentively  to  furvey  this.foon* 
dation,  which  God  hath  laid;  whereuprai  is  fitly 

;  *P«teru.<.  t  iCpr.iiLii. 
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frasied  together  that  noble  edifice,  which  rifeth  into 
to  holv  temple  in  the  Lord.  Let  us  minutely  exa^ 
minie  this  materials  of  which  it  is  compofed,  and  the  • 
peculiar  properties  whetepf  it  is  poflefled,  that,  havy 
tng  feen  its  all-fuificiency  and  glory,  we  may  place 
upon  it  unfliaken  dependence  for  every  promifed 
blefiiBg.  Whilft  thus  pleafantly  employed,  may  the 
Spirit  of  the  living  God  open  the  eyes  of  dur  under* 
ftandings  to  perceive  the  glorious  beauty  of  this  in^ 
comparable  obje&,  and  unite  us  unto  it  by  (Irong  and 
Indifloluble  affedion ! 

Our  prophet  having  ezprefled  a  noble  fentiment 
the  utrnoH;  brevity  and  fimplicicy,  illuilrated  by 
no  circumftances,  adorned  with  no  epithets,  calls  ia 
the  aid  of  ornament :  he  repeats,  he  varies,  he  amt 
plifies  the  fentiment ;  and  adds,  to  it  feveral  ihort  feii<r 
tences,  more  fliUy  to  elucidate  the  fubjed.  He  re« 
turns  to  the  favourite  topic ;  and  more  particularly 
delineates  it,  by  in>agery  borrowed  from  a  well-knowi| 
and  familiar  obje£l:. 

Aftd^  is  the  mod  proper  material  that  can  be  laid 
for  a  foundation*  By  this  figurative  ezpreflion,  Jefut  . 
Chrift,  the  promifed  Meifiah,  the  great  Redeemer, 
is  doubtlefs  intended.  Und^  this  defignation,  he  * 
is  frequently  fjpoken  of  in  the  fcriptures  of  the  Old 
and  New  Teftaments.  He  is  the  flone  which  the 
builders  rejeded,  that  is  now  become  the  head  of  the 
comer  *•  This  text,  which  is  feveral  times  cited  by 
the  apoftles,  is  acknowledged  by  all,  in  the  full  and 
proper  fenfe,  to  belong  to  the  Mefliah,  who  exprefsly 
applies  it  to  himfelf  f .  The  apoftle  of  the  circumci- 
iion  particularly  fpeaks  of  him  under  this  figure; 
where,  haying  faid  that  the  Lord  is  gracious,  he  im- 
mediately adds,  ^  To  whom  coming,  as  unto  a  living 
'  (lone,  difallowed  indeed  of  men,  but  chofen  of  God, 
<  and  precious  {/  He  calls  him  a  living  (tone,  to  ii^ 
limate,  that  he  bath  life  in  himfelf,  and  communicates 

*  F&L  cxTiii.  aa.       f  Matth.  xxu  42.        ^  x  Peter  ii.  4. 
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life  to  all  \irbo  are  built  upon  him.  A  ftone,  which 
IS  remarkable  for  its  ftrength,  firmnefs,  and  duration, 
exhibits  an  in(lru£Hve  emblem  of  the  mighty  One, 
on  Mrbom  our  help  is  laid,  who  pofifeffes  invincible 
ftrength,  who  upholdeth  all  things  by  the  word  of 
his  power ;  and,  being  able  to  fave  to  the  uttermoft, 
fuftains  the  whole  weight  of  his  church.  Its  folidity 
and  firmnefs  reprefent  the  ftability  of  Jefus  Chrift, 
whofe  throne  is  eftabliflied  in  the  heavens,  whofe  pur- 
ppfes  and  pronrifes  are  fure  and  unalterable,  and  whofe 
covenant  of  peace  cannot  be  removed.  Its  continu- 
ance and  duration  fets  forth  his  everlafting  perpetuity, 
who  is  the  fame  yefterday,  to-day,  and  for  ever ;  who 
is  unchangeably  pofrefied  of  every  divine  excellency : 
his  love,  righteoufnefs,  and  ftrength,  never  decay;  nor 
are  they  impaired  by- exertion.  A  large  ftone,  pro- 
perly hewn,  and  laid  at  the  bottom  of  a  great  build- 
mg,  gives  a  ftrong  idea  <^  an  immoveable  object,  that 
cannot  be  difplaced ;  and  affords  a  lively  emblem  of 
his  immutability  and  permanency,  upon  whom  refts 

.  the  faith,  the  holinefs,  and  hope  of  the  faints. 

^  llie  iiifpired  writers  frequently  mention  this  wonder- 
ful Perfon  in  figurative  terms,  under  a  pleafing  va- 

*  riety  of  amiable  chara£ters,  highlv  neceflary  to  the 
welfare  and  fupport  of  the  church  of  God.  He  is  the 
Author  of  eternal  falvation,  who  conveys  to  them,  all 
the  ineftimable  benefits  requifite  to  confummate  their 

.  felicity ;  fuch  as  the  remiffion  of  fins,  the  renovation 
of  their  natures,  ftrength  to  obey  the  divine  com- 
mandments, and  thofe  confolations  which  revive  their 
hearts.  He  is  the  great  High  Prieft,  by  whom  they 
have  accefs  unto  God }  the  infallible  Teacher,  who 
inftruds  them  fo  as  to  make  them  wife  unto  falva- 
tion ;  the  fpiritual  King,  who  refcues  them  from  fer- 
vitude,  introduced  them  into  glorious  liberty,  and  de- 
fends them  from  evil.  He  is  the  great  Law-giver, 
who  is  able  to  fave,  and  to  deftroy ;  the  fkilful  Fhy- 
fician,  who  cures  themof  their  fpiritual  maladies,  and 
reftores  them  to  perfect  foundnefs ;  the  tender-hearted 

Shepherd, 
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Shepherd,  who  brings  them  back  from  their  wan^der^ 
ingS)  and  gently  leads  them  imp  green  paftm^s  i  the 
fupreme  Judge,  who  corre&s  them  for  their  faults, 
and  who,  at  the  final  judgment,  will  afllign  theiu  glo« 
ry,  honour,  and  immortalitv,  as  their  everlaftine  por- 
tion. He  is  the  Sun  of  nghteoufnefs,  who  illumi- 
nates and  warms  them  by  bis  refrefliing  beams ;  the 
bread  of  life,  which  nourifhes  and  fuftains  them ;  the 
rock  and  ilone  upon  which  they  are  built,  and  from 
whence  they  derive  ftrength  and  eftablifhment 

ji  tried  ftone^  or,  as  the  Hebrew  word  may  be 
rendered,  ^  a  (lone  of  trial.'  In  both  fenfes,  the  de- 
fcription  is  perfe&ly  applicable  to  Jefus  Chrift.  It  is 
a  ftrong  recommendation  of  perfons  or  things,  in 
which  we  are  called  to  place  unfufpefting  confidence, 
that  they  have  been  well-tried ;.  and  found  upon  trial, 
fully  to  anfwer  the  expedations  formed  concerning 
them,  and  to  ferve  every  purpofe  for  which  they  were 
intended. .  This  remark  was,  in  every^  refpedl,  veri- 
fied in  thie  promifed  Mef&ah,  ncre  fpoken  of,  as  a 
tried  (lone.  His  claim  to  the  high  charader  of  the 
Son  of  God,  and  Saviour  of  the  world,  was  feverely 
tried,  and  found  inconteftably  valid  and  fufBcient* 
He  fully  authenticated  his  title  to  this  high  defigna- 
tion  and  office,  by  the  ftrongeft  proofs  that  could  be 
demanded.  In  him  were  accomplilhed  the  ancient 
predidions,  which  declared,  that  he  fibould  be  a  Pro- 
phet like  unto  Afofes ;  a  high  Prieft,  after  the  order 
of  Melchifedec,  who,  by  one  offering,  was  to  put 
an  end  to  fm,  to  finiih  tranfgreflibn,  and  bring  in 
everlafting  righteouihefs ;  the  Prince  of  peace,  the 
King  of  Zion,  juft,  and  having  falvation.  In  him 
"were  fulfilled  the  types,  which  prdigured  manv  in- 
(Irudive  circumftances,  relative  to  his  o$ce,  and  the 
defign  of  his  manifeftation.  As  Mofes  lifted  up 
the  ferpent  in  the  wildemefs,  fo  he  was  lifted  up,  that 
whofoever  believeth  in  him,  might  not  perifh,  but 
have  everlafting  life.  As  our  paflbver,  he  was  facri- 
iiced  for  us :  and  as  Jonah  was  three  days  and  three 

nights 
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flights  ill  the  whale's  belly,  fo  he  was  three  day»  and 
three  nights  in  the  heart  of  the  earth.    By  him  were 
performed  thofe  ftopendous  miracles,  which  were  fore- 
told ihould  be  wrought  by  the  Meffiah^    He  opened 
the  eyes  of  the  blind }  he  unftopped  the  ears  of  the 
deaf;  he  made  the  lame  to  leap  as  an  hart,  and  the 
tongue  of  the  dumb  to  fing.    And  after  the  temple 
of  his  body  ^as  deflroyed,  he  raifed  it  up  in  three 
days ;  and  afcended  gloriouily  up  on  bj^b-,  that  God 
the  Lord  might  dwell  among  us. 
''  Belides,  his  abilities  to  accompGfli  the  ardueas 
purpofes  of  his  appearance  in  this  world,  nmderwcnt 
the  fevered  trial.    His  love  to  Ood,  his  ^seal  for  hh 
glory,  his  obedience  to  his  commands,  his  patience^ 
under*  fuiferings,  his  refigpation  to  the  divine  will, 
his  love  and  compaffion  to  men,  were  all  furly 
tried,  and  found  worthy  of  praife,  and  honour,  and 
glory.    After  having  fuftained  the  mpft  painful  la-. 
hours,  the  rooft  complicated  a0i£tions,  the  fliarpeft 
reproaches,  and  (hameful  indignities,  he  was  laid,  by 
-infinite  wifdoip,  the  foundation  of  the  church.  Sipce 
that  period)  he  hath  been  tried  by  muhitudes,  whicbt 
no  man  can  number,  of  every  kindred,  nation,  lan- 
guage, and  tongue.  Men,  of  every  charader,  oJF  every 
age,  of  every  ffenerationi,  have  united  in  gratefuUy  ac- 
knowledging his  confummate  abiHty  to  fave  to  the 
uttermoft;  and,  with*  thaukftilnefs,  have  celebrated 
the  efficacy  of  his  blood,  and  the  riches  of  his  grace*. 
-Iliat  which  they  have  heard,  and  feen,  an4  tafted, 
they  have  declared  unto  us,  that  we  aUb  ms^y  have 
fellowfliip  with  them. ^I  remarked,  that  the  He- 
brew words  may  be  alfo  rendered,  ^  a  ftone  of  triaL^ 
According  to  this  interpretation,  they  con^n  the 
fame  fentiment  delivered  by  our  prophet,  chap.  viit. 
14.  ^  And  he  fhM  be-^for  a  ftone  ot  ftumbling,  and 
^  for  a  rock  of  offence,  to  both  th^  houfes  of  Ifrael/ 
hfc.  In  this  view,  devout  Simeon  contemplated  him, 
when  he  thus  fpake :  *  He  is  fet  fbr  the  fall  and  riling 
*  again  of  many  m  Ilrael ;  and  for  a  fign  that  (halt 
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^  be  fpoken  againft,  that  the  thoughts  of  many  hearts 
^  may  be  revealed  */  Thefe  prophecies  were  exadly 
accooipliflied  in  Jefus  Chrift,  who  makes  full  diicovery 
of  the  fpirituai  ftate  and  charader  of  men.  By  the 
fentiments  they  enter^in  concerning  him,  the  recep^ 
lion  which  they  give  him,  and  the  fubje&ion  that 
they  vield  to  him,  they  plainly  (hew,  whether  or  not 
their  nearts  are  upright  or  deceived,  their  faith  is  real 
or  hypocritical,  their  acquaintance  with  the  way  of 
(alvation  is  clear  or  indiftinfi.  By, cordially  em« 
bracing  this  great  Redeemer,  in  the  important  cha-t 
raders  he  fuftains,  and  firmly  relying  upon  him,  as 
their  alone  foundation,  they  clearly  evince,  that  they 
heartily  approve  of  him,  and  love  his  falvation ; 
whereas,  by  reje£ling  this  tried  (lone,  they  give  con* 
vincing  evidence  of  their  pride,. obftinacy,  and  other 
criminal  pa£ons< 

A  corneri/hne.:  Jefus  Chrift  is  not  only  the  founii< 
datio|i*ftone,  which  fuf^>arts  the  weight  of  the  fuper^ 
ftradure  laid  upon  ir,  but  he  is  likewife  tlie  c^rnerr 
ftooe,  which  unites,  bea^ti^es,  and  flrengtbens  the 
whole  building.-^^^-He  unites  together  the  different 
parts  whereof  the  church  of  Godis  compofed*.  In 
this  great  edifice,  there  are  multitudes  of  people,  of 
all  nations,  kindreds,  and  languages,  whpfe  laws,  and 
mane^r^  are  as  oppofite  to  one  another  as  the  fides  of 
a  houfe.  Jews  and  Greeks,  Barbarians  and  Scythians, 
bond  and  free,  honourable  and  difhonour^blf,  rick 
and  poor,  furniih  materials  for  this  boufe  of  God. 
All  thefe  different  defcriptions  of  people,  v^hp  were 
at  variance  with  one  another,  are  reconciled,  and 
united  together  by  Jefus  Chrift,  ^who  of  them  ferm^ 
one  magnificent  temple  for  Jehovah.  Having  abo- 
liihed  the  enmity  that  formerly  fubfifted  among  them, 
be-  makes  in  himfelf  of  twain  one  new  man,  fo  mak- 
ing peace.  Not  only.  Jews,  but  Gentiles,  who  were  - 
a&r  off",  itrangers  and  foreigners,  are  brought  nigh 

•  Luke  ii.  34^  35- , 

Vol.  ii.  4  A  bj 
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by  Jefus  Chrift,  made  fellow-citizens  with  the  famts,; 
and  members  of  the  houfehold  of  God.—*- 


corner^ftone  not  only  unites^  but  it  beautifies  the  ed»« 
fice  of  the  church.  Corner-ftones  are  commonly 
large,  properly  fquared,  and  well  poUlhed,  fenring 
for  ornament,  as  well  as  ufe,  to  the  building ;  and  on 
this  account,  likewife,  i^  Jefus  Chrift  fpoken  of  undei^ 
this  fimilitude.  He  himfelf  is  fairer  than  the  children 
of  men,  the  chief  among  ten  thoufaad,  and  akogethes 
lovely*  He  gives  fpiritual  beauty  to  all  wko  aie  coor 
Healed  with  him;  infomuch  that  his  comelinefr, 
grace,  and  favour,  are  faid  to  be  upon  them.  By 
communicating  to  them  the  graces  of  the  holy  Spirit; 
he  renders  them  all  glorious  within ;  and,  by  hi^ 
righteoufnefs,  which  the  apoftle  Paul  affirms,  is  upon . 
all  them  that  believe,,  he  inakes  tb^m  comely  indeed^ 
Thus  does  he  become  the  beauty  and  glory  of  his 
people,  among  whom  he  preferves  the  moil  defirable 
harmony ;  and,  by  means  of  his  ordinances,  laws, 
and  promifes,  he  difpofes  them  ,to  fliine  forth  in  the 
beauty  of  holinefs.— r^ — Once  more:  This  comer- 
fione  ilrengthens  the  whole  buildkig,  which  it  con- 
neds  and  adorns.  The  mighty  One,  upon  whom  the 
Lord  God  bath  laid  our  help,  conveys  fjnritual 
ilrength  to  all  the  living  ilones,  which  are  built  into 
the  temple  of  the  Lord }  in  confequence  whereof, 
they  are  ftrong  in  him,  and  in  the  power  of  his 
might,  for  performing  duty,  for  contending  with  ene- 
mies, and  fuftaining  the  aJpSidions  to  which,  they  are 
appointed.  The  fpirit  of  power,  as  well  as  of  love, 
and  of  a  found  mind,  pervades  the  whole  of  this  great 
building,  and  gives  it  ftrength  and  eftabliihment.  The 
church  of  God  therefore,  (upported  and  united  by  the 
omnipotent  Saviour,  notwithftanding  all  the  com- 
bined efforts  of  earth  and  hell,  ihall  continue  rooted 
and  grounded  in  him,  and  unmoved  from  the  hope 
of  the  gofpel.  From  all  which  it  appears,  that  Jefus 
Chrift,  who  is  the;  comer-{(one,  that  unites,  beauti- 
fies, apd  ilrengthens  the  whole  church  of  God,  knits 

together 
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together  all  his  people,  who  live  ia  every  age  atid 
pbce  of  the  world.  This  animating  confideration 
ought  to  make  us  folicitous  to  be  firmly  united  to 
him,  and.  to  one  another,  by  the  fliong  bonds  of  in^ 
diflbluble  affe&ion* 

A  precious  comer-ftone.  The  iliuftrious  Perfon  here 
^ken  of,  is  truly  precious  and  valuable,  on  account 
of  his  intrioiic  perfe&ion  and  glory.  Being  the  bright** 
nefs  of  the  Father's  glory,  and  the  exprefs  image  of 
his  perfon,  he  poflettes  incomparable  divinie  beauty, 
ineffiible  fplendor  and  brilliancy.  Even  when  covered 
by  the  vail  of  humanity,  his  fiipreme  majefty  and  ex- 
cellence (hone  forth  at  times  with  foch  refulgent  lufbe, 
that  thofe  who  beheld  him,  acknowledged,  that  they* 
fiiw  the  glory  of  the  Only  Begotten  of  the  Fadier,  ftul 
of  grace  and  truth.  Every  divine  attribute,  every  hu- 
man virtue,  every  created  and  uncreated  beauty, 
which  baffle  all  defcription,  centre  in  him.  Viewing 
him  msmifefted  in  the  fleih,  he  is  the  faireft  ornament, 
and  the  higheft  glory  of  our  nature.  No  fuch  perfon 
to  be  found  either  in  heaven  or  in  earth.  *  Being 
<  made  fo  much  better  than  the  angels,  he  hath  by 
*  inheritance  obtained  a  more  excellent  name  thaa 
^  they  *.'  He  is  greater  than  Jonah,  the  prophet ; 
yea,  than  Solomon,  kiftg  of  Ifrael,  in  all  his  glo- 
ry. He  is  the  Prince  of  the  kings  of  the  earth ;  and 
infinitely  fuperior  to  all  the  renowned  prophets, 
priefts,  judges,  and  faviours,  that  ever  arofe  in  the 
church.  In  the  perfon  of  Meffiah,  is  united,  the  An- 
cient of  days,  and  the  Child  born ;  God  over  all, 
blefljpd  for  ever,  and  that  nature  which,  concerning 
the  flefli,  defcended  from  the  fathers;  the  form  of 
God,  and  the  form  of  a  fervant ;  the  Lord  of  life, 
and  the  Man  of  forrows.  This  foblime  and  wonder- 
ful chara&er,  which  dHU  for  ever  employ  the  admir- 
ing contemplation  of  the  mod  exalted  celeftial  intelli- 
gences, renders  him  inexpreffibly  precious  and  defir- 

^  Hcb.  L  4« 

able. 
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Mt*  Cam  there  be  any  thing  too  arducfus  or  difficult 
for  him^  to  whom  all  power  in.  heaven  and  earth  is 
committed  ?  Can  our  interefb  ever  mifcany  fai  hb 
hatada^  .^ofe  compaffions  fail  not,  and  wbofe  faiths 
fulnefs  endureth  to  all  generations? 
r  Befides,  he  is  equally  precioiis,  on  account  of  the 
ineftimable  benefits  which  he  confers*  Having  life  iii 
himfelf,  he  communicates  eternal  life  to  all  thofe  who 
build  on  him.as  their  only,  foundation.  When  deaii 
In  trelpafies  and  fins,  obnoxious  to  endte&  deftrac- 
•(ion,  be  quickens  them,  and  reftores  them  to  im« 
mortal  life  afod  felicity.  When  alienated  from  Ood^ 
^d  enemies  to  him  in  their  minds,  and  by  wicked 
wotks,  he  recontiles  them  uiito  Ood,  having  made 
^eace  by  the  blood  of  his  crofs*  When  fitting  in 
dartiads,  and  in  the  (hadow  of  death,  he  tranflatea 
them  into  his  marvellous  light.  When  fubjeft  to  the 
lervice  ^f  fin,  and  the  power  of  Satan,  he  brings  them 
into  the  glorious  liberty  of  the  fons  of  Ood.  He 
gives  wifdom  to .  the  rooKAi,  ftrength  to  them  that 
haVe  no  might  2,  he  gives  light  to  Attn  that  walk  in 
^rknefi,  tAddire£Uon  to  them  that  lire  in  peffdexhy; 
Be  forgives  aH  their  tre^affes^;  he  cleaafes  them  froni 
1^11  nnr^hteoufiiefs ;  he  fanftiiies  ibem  in  foul  and 
body  'f  he  comforts  them  whtn  they  ate  caft  down, 
and  preferves  them  to  his  heavenly  kingdom.  Riches 
« 9Bd  honour  are  vmh  htm,  yea^  durame  ricl(es  and 
righieoufnefs :  his  fruit  is  better  than  gold,  and  his 
revenue  than  choice  filver.  He  is  better  than  rubies  ^ 
atid  all  the  things  that  may  be  defired,  are  jiot  to  be 
compared  to  him.  He  cannot  be  valned  by  the  gold 
of  0{^ir,  with  the  prteious  onyx  or  fapphire.  Though 
defpifed  and  reje&ed  of  men^  who  know  not  his  i]^« 
nite  worth,  yet,  in  the  view  of  all  who  have  fpiritual 
difcemment,  he  aj^iears  worthy  to  receive  power»  uftd. 
tiches,  and  wifdom,  and  ftrength^  and  honour,  and 
glory,  and  blefling.  The  thoughts  of  his  tranfcendcnt 
excellence,  and  exuberant  goodnefs,  ought  to  melt 
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our  hearts  into  the  tendereft  emotions,  and  fill  them 
with  admiradon  and  gratitude.    It  is  added, 

A  /ure  fotpidation.  Having  treated  of  the  founda* 
tion  that  the  Lord  God  hath  laid  in  Zion,  it  only  re- 
mains, in  difcuiling  this  fubjed,  to  (hew  its  firmnefs 
and  (lability.  The  infufficiency  of  a  foundation  arifes 
either  from  the  nnikilfulnefs  of  the  architect — ^ihe  de- 
cay of  the  materials-H)r  the  hoftile  attempts  of  its 
enemies.  The  foundation  laid  by  the  Lord  God,  is 
not  fobjeft  to  any  of  thefe  caufes  of  inftability.-— — He 
pofiefles  confummate  (kill  and  ability  to  execute  the 
raoft  ftupendous  labours ;  and  all  his  works  are  done 
in  tPutfa  and  uprightnefs.  He  laid  the  foundations  of 
the  .earth;  >nd  hath  eftabiiihed  it ^ for  ever,  that  it 
cannot  be  removed.  He  who  made  the  world  in  his 
vifdom,  and  eftabiiihed  the  earth  by  his  power,  can- 
not be  deficient  in  ability  to  lay  a  fure  foundation  in 
Zion,  to  fupport  his  church :  and,  in  this  predi&ion^ 
he  pledges  his  veracity  that  he  would  do  it,  and  ine 
vites  us  to  contemplate  his  marvellous  work.  Nor 
can  it  poffibly  £aul,  through  the  decay  of  the  materials 
•f  which  it  is  compofed.  The*  heavens  and  the  earth 
fliall  periilv;  but  he,  who  is  a  tried  (lone,  (hall  en- 
dure:  yea,  all  of  them  (hair  wax  old  as  doth  a  gar« 
ment ;  as  a  vefture  (hall  he  change  them,  and  they 
fliall  be  changed ;  bot  he  is  the  fame,  and  his  years 
fiiall  have  no  end.  The  children  of^thy  fervants  fhall 
continue,  and  their  feed  (hall  be  eftabU(hed  before 
thee.  Time,  which  brings  to  ruin  every  foundation 
kid  by  haman  power,  (hall  never  impair  that  which 
God  hath  laid  in  Zion.    It  is  an  eternal  excellency, 

the  joy  of  many  generations. ^Nor  (hall  the  hoftile 

attempts  of  its  enemies  be  ever  able  to  undermine  or 
ihake  this  foundation.  Many  inveterate  foes,  no 
doubt,  it  hath,  potkttcd  of  much  fubtilty  and  ftrength, 
who  ceafe  not  to  endeavour,  by  their  utmoft  exer- 
tions,^  n^ore  fecretly,  or  more  openly,  to  injure  its  in- 
terefl^.  They  vex  themielves,  however,  in  vain :  n6 
weapon  formed  againft  it,  or  the  fuperftru^lure  tailed 

upon 
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upon  it,  fliali  ever  profper.  The  kings  of  the  eartfa^ 
and  the  rulers  of  the  darknefs  of  this  world,  take 
counfet  together  againft  the  Lord,  and  againft  his 
Anointed :  but  however  many  and  mighty  they  may 
be,  they  only  imagine  a  vain  thing,  in  which  they  can 
never  fucceed.  He  that  fitteth  in  the  heavens,  (hali 
laugh ;  the  Lord  (hall  have  them  in  derifion :  he 
will  pour  contempt  upon  their  prefumptuous  efforts, 
and  his  wrath  upon  tbemfelves.  Upon  this  immove- 
able rock,  this  everlafting  foundation,  God  will  buiid 
bis  church ;  and\the  gates  of  hell,  infernal  principa- 
lities and  powers,  (hall  not  prevail  againft  it.  Hence 
we  joyfully  conclude,  that  the  foundation  which  God 
bath  laid  in  Zton,  (hall  never  be  removed,  but  endure 
throughout  all  generations. 

Review  ilie  fubjed,  brethren,  and  with  it,  your 
own  fpiritual  condition,  that  you  may  become  ac* 
quainted  with  your  intereft  ill  what  hath  been  iaid. 
V  you  are  not  intimately  connected  with  this  tried 
precious  comer-ftone,  and  built  upon  this  fure  founda- 
tion, your  (late  is  truly  deplorable ;  and  if  you  per- 
fift  in  rejeAing  the  Skviour,  he  will  prove  to  you  a 
flone  of  (tumbling,  and  rock  of  offence^  on  which 
you  will  ftumble,  and  fall,  and  be  broken.  Caft 
yourfelves  down,  then,  before  the  Lord  God :  hum- 
bly acknowledge  your  unworthinefs  to  be  built  into 
the  habitation  he  is  now,  through  the  Spirit,  prepar- 
ing for  himfelf :  confefs  your  wickednds,  in  having 
defpifed  this  precious  corner-ftonc;  and  your  ex- 
treme folly,  in  having  fubftituted  other  grounds  of 
confidence,  in  place  of  this  fure  foundauon.  Ear- 
neftly  entreat,  that  he  who  calleth  the  things  that  are 
not  as  though  they  were,  and  who  of  ftones  can  raife 
up  children  to  Abraham,  would  build  you  upon  the 
Rock  of  ages ;  and  unite  you  -to  one  another  by  the 
ftrong  bond  of  perfection,  that,  being  fitly  framed 
together,  you  may  grow  up  unto  an  holy  temple 
in  the  Lord,  which  he  will  vouchfafe  to  fill  widi  his 
prefence  and  glory. 

Have 
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Have  you  been  happily  brought  oflF  from  depend* 
ence  6n  thofe  refuges  of  lies,  in  which  multitudes 
place  their  truft  ?  Have  you  renounced  all  confidence 
in  yourfelves^  and  in  every  creature;  and  come  unto 
Jefus  Chrift  as  unto  a  living  ftone,  that/  as  lively 
ftonesy  you  may  be  built  up  a  fpiritual  houfe,  a  holy 
priefthood,  to  o£Fer  up  fpiritual  facrifrces,  acceptable 
to  God  by  Jefus  Chrifl:  ?  In  cohfeqaence  of  thie  con- 
nexion, do  you  partake  of  divine  life,  flrength,  beau* 
ty,  and  (lability  ?  and  do  yoi|  fee  fuch  infinite  excel- 
lence in  this  glorious  objed,  that,  in  comparifon  of 
it,  you  account  all  other  things  as  lofs.  Take  then 
the  comfort  that  flows  from  this  high  privilege ;  and 
adopt  the  triumphant  language  of  the  apofUe  Paul^ 
faying,  ^  I  am  perfuaded,  that  neither  death,  nor  life, 

*  nor  angels,  nor  principalities,  nor  powers,  nor  things 
'  prefent,  nor  things  to  come,  nor  height,  nor  depth, 
^  nor  anv  other  creature,  fhall  be  able,  to  feparate  us 
^  from  tne  love  of  God  which  is  in  Chrift  Jefus  our 

*  Lord  *.'  Yqu  may  be  feparated  unexpededly  from 
your  houfes  and  lands,  your  deareft  friends,  and  mofl: 
intimate  connedioni ;  or  they  may  be  removed  fud- 
denly  from  you :  but  no  creature,  not  even  death  it- 
felf^  ihall  diflblve  the  bleffed  union  fubiifting  between 
you  and  Jefus  Chrift.  Negle£t  not  the  duty  that  re- 
sults from  this  glorious  prerogative;  but  ftudy  to 
pra£tife  the  precepts  recommended  by  the  apoAles  of 
our  Lord  and  Saviour.  '  As  ye  have  therefore  re- 
'  ceived  Chrift  Jefus  the  Lord,  fo  walk  ye  in  him ; 

*  rooted  and  built  up  in  him,  and-  ftablifhed  in  the 
^  faith,  as  ye  have  been  taught,  abounding  therein  with 

*  thankfgiving  f .  But  ye,  beloved,  building  up  your- 
'  felves  on  your  moft  holy  faith,  praying  in  the  Holy 

*  Ghoft,  keep  yourfelves  in  the  love  of  God,  looking 

*  for  the  mercy  of  our  Lord  Jefus  Chrift  unto  eternal 

*  life  J.  And  now,  brethren,  I  commend  you  to  God, 
^  and  to  the  word  of  his  grace,  which  is  able  to  build 

♦  Rom.  Tiii.  38,  39.      t  Col.  11.  6,  7.       t  ]^^^  20,  21. 

*  '  -  *  you 
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<  you  Up,  and  to  give  you  an  inheritance  among  all 

<  them  that  are  fa^ified  *^.' 

He  that  believeto  Jhall  jwt  make  bajle*  Thefe  words 
are  twice  cited  by  the  apoftle  Paul,  in  his  Epiftle  to 
the  Romans.  Firft,  To  confirm  what  he  £ud  con- 
ceming  ^  Ifrael,  'who  foJloiiired  after  the  law  of  righ-r 
^  teouuiefs,  and  attained  not  to  the  law  of  righteont 
^  nefs.  Wherefore  ?  Becaufe  they  fought  it  not  by 
^  faith,  but  as  it  were  bv  the  works  c^  the  law :  for 
^  they  ftumbled  at  that  ftuipbling-ftone ;  as  it  is  writ* 
^  ten,  ^  Behold,  I  lay  in  Zion  a  ftumbling-ftone,  and 
*  rock  of  offence :  and  whofoever  beHeveth  on  bim 

<  {hall  not  be  aihamed  f  /  Secondly,  To  pror^  the 
certsin  conne&ion  between  faith  and  righteouliieft, 
between  confeffion  and  falvatton ;  and  to  fliew,  thai 
they  who  bdieve  otf  Jefos  Chrift  fliall  be  faved  \. 
The  apoftle  Peter  alfo  quotes  them  with  fome  fiaall 
variation,  to  (hew  the  firmnefs  and  ftability  of  Chri&. 
tians,  as  a  fpiritual  temple,  aqd  holy  priefthood  ^ 
Tou  may  obferve,  that  Ifaiah  faith.  He  that  believ- 
eth  (hall  not  make  hade;  the  apoftle  of  the  Gei^tiles,^ 
He  ftiall  not  be  afliamed ;  the  apoftle  of  the  citcum* 
eifion.  He  (hall  not  be  confounded.  The  meaning  k 
the  fame;  for,  according  to  a  learned  writer §,  well 
acquainted  with  the  oriental  languages,  the  Hebrew 
word  here  ufed,  hath  three  (ignifications,  to  haften, 
to  be  afraid,  to  be  afhamed  or  confounded.  TTie 
fir  ft  is.  retained  in  our  Englifli  verficyn;  the  fecond^ 
by  the  Syriac  tranflation;  and  the  third,  tiy  the  Sep. 
tuagint,  and  the  apoftles.  He  that  b^ieveth  (ball  not 
be  afraid^  of  evil  tidings :  he  will  not  fear,  though  the 
earth  be  remoVe^,  and  the  mountain^  be  carried  into, 
the  midft  of  the  fea.  He  (hall  never  be  afhamed  of 
his  iaitti  and  hope ;  nor  confounded  in  the  great  and 
terrible  day  of  the  Lord,  when,  amidft  the  diflblu* 

^  A&  XX.  32.  t  Rom.  ix.  3it  %%%  53*  X  Rom. 

X.  II.  II  I  Peter  ii.  6.  ^  Pocock  Not.  Mifcd.  in  Pest. 

MofiSi  p.  10,  II. 
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tion  of  the  heavens  and  th.e  earth,  he  Ihall  lift  up 
*  head  with  joy. 

To  believe,  is  to  give  credit  to  hh  teftimony,  in 
whofe  knowledge,  integrity,  and  veracity,  we  fafely 
confide,  firmly  perfuad^  of  the  truth  of^what  is  de** 
clared.  Ift  this  fenfe,  the  word  is  frequently  ufed  in 
fcripture ;  as  where  it  is  written,  '  Achifh  believed 
^  David,  faying.  He  hath  made  his  people  utterly  to 
*  abhor  him  */  This  fimple  definition  may  alEft  us^ 
in  underftanding  the  import  of  the  charaSer  before 
us.  He  that  beheveth,  gives  undoubted  credit  to  the 
teftimony  of  the  Lord  God ;  and  relies,  with  unfu& 
peding  confidence,  on  his  omnipotence,  truth,  and 
faithfulnefs,  for  the  accomplifhment  of  what  he  hadi 
promifed.  He  receives  the  record  that  6od  hadi 
given  concerning  his  Son ;  and,  being  fully  afitired 
of  his  perfe&  fuitablenefs,  and  glorious  alUfufficiency^ 
to  relieve  all  his  neceffides,  he  commits  himfelf,  and  ' 
all  his  concerns,  to  the  companionate  care  of  this 
mighty  One.  His  faith,  being  the  fubftance  of  things 
hoped  for,  gives  the  bledings  contained  in  the  pro* 
mifes  of  God  a  real  fubfiftence  in  his  mind,  and  en- 
ters him  as  it  were  upon  the  prefent  pofieffion.  Beii^ 
the  evidence  of  things  not  feen,  it  realizes  invifiUe 
objeds,  and  places  them  fully  before  his  view.  In 
this  manner,  there  is  an  intimate  connexion  formed  , 
between  the  perfon  that  believeth,  and  the  things 
which  are  believed ;  in  confequence  whereof,  he  par- 
ticipates  in  the  love,  the  confolation,  and  other  bene- 
fits, refulting  from  them.  And  this  faith,  whereby  he 
believes  the  report  of  the  gofpel,  is  an  aftive  power- 
ful principle :  it  purifies  the  heart }  it  overcome  the 
world ;  it  worketh  by  love,  and  is  accompanied  with 
good  works.  The  charader  is  more  fimple,  and  eaSf 
to  be  undcrftood,  than  fome  people  would  have  us 
imagine.  Indeed,  it  is  not  fufScient  to  enutle  to 
this  defcriptipn,  that  we  have  heard  of  JeTus  Chfift ; 

*  I  Saa.  zxTii.  {2. 
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that  we  have  fome  little  acquaintance  with  his  perfon^ 
offices^  and  faivation ;  that  we  can  talk  of  his  charac- 
ter,  and  extol  his  compalEon.  By  believing  the  re- 
cord of  God  concerning  him,  we  muft  fet  to  our  feal 
that  God  is  true ;  and,  by  forfaking  every  refuge  of 
lies,  we  muft  dilicover  our  confidence  in  that  fure 
foundation,  laid  in  Zion  by  infinite  wifdom  and  love* 
To  this  charader,  which  is  every  where  reprefented 
in  fcripture  as  of  the  higheft  importance,  is  annexed 
the  moft  glorious  privileges ;  whilft  the  moft  awfut 
judgments  are  denounced  againft  him  that  believeth 
not.    Our  prophet  afHrms, 

He  that  believeth  Jball  not  make  bafie.   Rafhnefs  and 
precipitation  are  the  effeds  of  unbelief ^  which  prompts 
to  impatience,  excites  eager  defires  of  ptefent  enjoy- 
ment, and  prevents  from  quietly  waiting  for  the  fai- 
vation of  tne  Lord.     What  but  this  induced  the 
Ifraelites  (^ho  would  not  wait  until  Mofes  came 
down  from  the  mountain)  to  make  a  golden  calf,  and 
then  to  fall  down  and  worfhip  the  idol  I  What  tempt- 
ed the  wicked  fervant  to  eat  and  drink  with  the 
drunken,  and  to  beat  his  fellow-fervanf,  but  the 
thoughts  that  his  Lord  delayed  his  coming  *  ?  Infide-^ 
lity  excites  thofe  under  its  influence,  haflily  to  graip 
at  prefent  pleafures,  poffefTions,  and  af&ftances ;  and 
will  not  allow  them  to  ftay  for  the  accompUfhment  of 
God's  promifes.  He  that  believeth,  is  of  another  and 
better  fpirit,  and  follows  an  oppofite  line  of  condud. 
He  fhall  not  make  hafte  to  draw  rafh  conclufions  from 
God's  delaying  to  grant  him  aid  and  relief;  but  he 
will  patiently  wait  upon  him  that  waits  to  be  gra- 
cious.    Though  mercies  are  delayed,  be  will  not, 
like  one  difmayed  and  terrified,  flee  to  the  creature 
for  help  and  happinefs,  but  will  humbly  ftay  upon 
God  until  he  have  niercy  upon  him.    In  eY.ery  con* 
dition,  he  will  place  unfhaken  confidence  in  the  pro- 
mifes of  God^  expe&ing,  with  undifturbed  tranquil^ 

*  Matth.  xxiv.  48. 
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lity  of  mind,  their  fulfilment  in  due  feafon.  Though 
the  vifion  tarry,  he  will  wait  for  it ;  biecaufe  it  furely 

ffaall  come,  and  Ihall  not  tarry. ^Beware  then  of 

fpeaking,  or  afting,  with  precipitation.  When  David, 
king  of  Urael,  was  in  hade,  he  uttered  unguarded  es-> 
preifions ;  and  faid  unto  God,  *  I  am  cut  off  from 
*  before  thine  eyes*.*  He  affirmed,  •  All  men  are 
^  liars  f.^  The  tide  of  corruption,  joined  with  the 
wind  of  temptation,  are  apt  to  carry  us  with  impe« 
tuofity  into  manifold  dangers.  Endeavour  then,  on 
^U  occafions,  to  fpeak  and  aft  with  coolnefs  and  de- 
liberation ;  let  your  words  and  aftions  be  the  refuh 
of  mature  confideration ;  and  thus  give  evidence,  that 
you  believe  the  word  qf  God^ 

1 7  Judgment  alfo  will  I  lay  to  the  line,  and 
yighteoufnefs  to  tht  plummet ;  and  the  hail  (hall 
fweep  away  the  refuge  of  lies,  2^nd  the  waters  fliall 
overflow  th?  hiding-place^ 

The  prophet  next  addreflfes  profame  hypocritical 
mockers,  who,  rejeding  the  Kich .  provifion  which 
God .  determined  to  make  for  the  fafety  of  his 
people,  had  entered  into  an  agreement  with  death 
and  the  grave ;  and  againft  them,  he  denounces  very 
awful  judgments.  The  divine  procedure  toward 
them,  (hould  be  marked  with  the  ftri&eft  j\iftice,  un- 
tempered  by  clemency  and  mercy ;  whilft  the  people 
with  whom  they  had  entered  into  covenant,  were  to 
attack,  and  to  overwhelm  xhtm  with  defolation.  Hav- 
ing fpoken  of  the  ialvation  which  God  was  about  to 
accompliCh  for  bis  church,  in  reference  to  the  work 
of  a  (kilfiil  architeft,  he  continues  the  allulion  in  the 
$rft  part  df  the  verfe,  when  threatening  the  awful 
puniinment  to  be  inftided  upon  thofe  who  derided 

his  fervants  and  inflrudions. yudgment  alfo  will  7 

lay  to  the  line^  that  there  may  not  b^  the  leaft;  defi- 

*  Ffalf  zxxi.  22.  t  Pfal.  cxvL  ix. 
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dcncv  *tn  the  defiervcd  calaBudes,  which  fliadl  be 
exauEdj  commenfuratc  to  the  demerit  of  the  crimes 
which  they  are  iarended  to  punifli.— -*^8^  rirbteouf' 
nefs  to  the  plummet^  that  I  may  difcover  the  Itrideft 
regard  to  equity  and  juftice  in  the  adoiiniilration  of 
divine  judgmentSy  fo  aa  they  may  neither  lean  to  thp 
fide  of  mercy,  nor  to  its  oppofite,  rigorous  fererity. 
The  remarluhle  vifion  which  was  ihewed  by  the 
Lord  to  the  prophet  Amos,  haih  fome  relemblance  to 
the  prediAion  now  before  us ;  ^  Behold,  the  Lord 

*  flood  upon  a  wall  made  by  a  plumb-Une,  with  a 
'  plumb-line  in  his  hand.*^Thea  faid  the  Lord, 
'  Behcrfd,  I  will  fet  a  plumb-line  in  the  midft  of  ray 

*  people  Ifrael :  I  will  not  again  pafs  by  them  any 

*  more  *,'  ^c.  From  all  which  we  learn,  th^t  thc^ 
Lord  ponders,  with  moft  exaS  attenHon,  all  the  di- 
ftin^on3  of  charaders,  times,  and  circumftancas^ 
all  the  vari9us  motives  both  to  leiiify  and  feverity; 
and  that  he  a^  in  a  manner  fuUed  to  his  perfeq 
knowledge* 

And  the  bailfiaUJiveep  awof  tb^  rrfvge  ffli^s,  &c« 
The  numerous  powerful  armies,  which,  by  divine  com-. 
Bland,  were  to  be  fent  into  the  land  ot  Canaan,  to 
inflift  deferved  judgments  upon  its  inhabitants,  for 
their  vain  confidence  in  an  arm  of  flefli,  were  intend* 
ed  by  the  hail  that  is  here  mentioned^  .  The  wifdom 
and  power,  riches,  counfels,  and  allies,  on  which 
their  delufive  hopes  of  fafety  were  founded,  were  the 
ifefuge  of  lies,  which  was  to  be  entirely  overthrown, 
and  clean  fwept  away,  by  the  calamities  wherewith 

they  were  to  be  vifited* And  the  wat^fJbaU  aver- 

flow  the  biding'placf.  The. mighty iirmies,  of  which 
the  prophet  fpeaks,  in  figurative  language,  were,  like 
a  flood,  to  come  fuddenly  into  the  land  of  Ifrad,  to 
reach  hx  beyond  eicpe£bttion,  and,  with  irrefiftiUe 
force,  to  overflow  and  fpread  defolation  into  every 
place.    Even  the  hidingrplaces,  from  which  many 

♦  Amos  vii,  7,  8. 
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might  promilfi  themfelves  fecurity,  were  not  to  ex* 
empt  them  from  the  general  rutn.*<— *-Men  are  moil 
apt  to  fall,  when  they  imagine  that  they  ftand  upoa 
an  even  place ;  and  wicked  people  are  often  in  the 
0iofl  imminent  dangi^r,  when  they  fuppofe  they  arc  in 
the  greateft  fafety.    ^  A  deceived  heart  (faith  Ifaiah) 

*  hath  turned  them  afide,  that  they  cannot  deliver 

*  their  foul,  nor  fay,  Is  there  not  a  lie  in  our  right«i 
^  hand  *  ?  Take  heed  therefore,  brethren,  left  there 
^  be  in  any  of  you  an  evil  heart  of  unbelief,  in  de^ 
^  parting  troxa  the  living  God.  But  exhort  oiie  ano- 
^  ther  daily,  while  it  is  called  To-day ;  left  any  of 

*  you  be  hardened   through   the  x  deceitfulnefs   of 

*  finf/ ^This  predidion  was  completely  verified 

by^the  Romans,  who,  like  a  ftorm  of  hail,  fwept  away 
the  refuges  of  lies,  wherein  this  people  had  taken 
iheiter ;  and  who,  like  waters,  overflowed  their  land, 
and  executed  upon  them  the  righteous  judgments 
which  our  prophet  foretold. 

1 8  If  And  your  covenant  with  death  (hall  be 
difanntilled,  and  your  agreement  with  hell  (hall 
not  (land ;  when  the  overflowing  fcourge  (hall 
pafs  through,  then  ye  (hall  be  trodden  down  by 
it. 

This  and  the  following  verfe,  fuggeft  the  reafons 
why  the  above  prediAed  divine  judgments  were  to  be 
executed,  and  reprefent  the  alarming  confequences 
wherewith  they  were  to  be  attended.— -The  agree- 
ment that  they  had  made  with  death  and  hell,  by 
whichj  I  have  fuppofed,  were  fignified  the  Roman 
empire,  from  whence  they  expeded  defence  and 
fiifety,  being  broken  and  diftblved,.  they  were  to  be 
expofed  to  the  power  and  vengeance  of  that  great 
people.  Deprived  of  that  afliftance  from  Heaven, 
which,  by  their  enormous  tranfgreffions,  they  had 

« 
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forfeited,  they  were  utterly  unable  to  refill  the  forccK 
brought  againft  them  by  that  powerful  empire,  who 
trampled  upon  them,  and  afterward  totally  deib'oyed 
them.  In  this  fentence,  our  prophet  bknds  together 
three  metaphors,  which  are  all  exceedingly  fuitabk 
to  the  fubje&«  The  hoftile  army,  which  was  to  be 
employed  in  punifhing  the  Jews,  he  reprefents  as  a 
fcourge ;  then  as  waters,  that  were  to  overflow  the 
land ;  and  laftly,  as  an  incenft^d  hero,  who,  having 
conquered,  was  to  tread  them  under  foot,  and  to  tr^eal 
them  with  the  greatdt  cbntempt,^— --r^ThOugh  men 
may  form  powerful  alliances,  from  which  they  may 
promife  themfelves  many  advantages,  yet  their  expec- 
tations may, be  miferably  difappointed.  The  Lord 
bringeth  to  nought  the  counfel  of  the  Heathen,  and 
maketh  the  devices  of  the  people  of  none  effe£l.  It  is 
the  glorious  prerogative  of  the  Almighty,  to  fruftratc 
the  wicked  defigns  which  are  formed  in  oppofition  to 
his  purpofest  He  baffled  the  fooKfh  attempts  of  Pha* 
raoh,  king  of  Egypt,  to  retain  in  bondage  the  children, 
of  Ifrael :  he  confounded  the,  dangerous  device  of 
Haman,  the  Agagite,  which  had  for  its  objeft,  the 
deftruftion  of  the  Jews:  he  defeated  the  machina- 
tions of  Herod,  and  the  Pharifees,  againft  Jefos 
Chrift :  and  he  broke  the  covenant  thai  the  fcomfui 
rulers  of  Judah,  who  made  light  of  the  foundation, 
which  he  laid  in  Zion,  I^ad  entered  into  with  tb^ 
Romans* 

19  From  the  time  that  it  goeth  forth  It  fhaH 
take  you :  for  morning  by  morning  fhall  it  pafs 
over,  by  day  and  by  night ;  and  it  fhall  be  a 
vexation  only  to  underfland  the  report 

Thefe  words  delineate  forae  ctrcumftances  acconw 
panying  the  predicted  calamities,  and  the  great  diftrels 
to  which  they  were  to  give  rife.— —The  overflowing 
fcourge,  mentioned  in  the  preceding  verfe,  is  here 
fpoken  of,  as  going  forth  topuniih  fcomfui  tranf- 

greflbrs. 
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greflbrs.    From  the  time  wherein  the  Romans  com* 
menced  hoftilities  againft  the  Jews,  who  broke  cove* 
nant  with  them,  they  were  to  go  forth  againft  thefe 
obje£ts  of  their  vengeance ;  and  to  lay  fuch  fad  hold 
upon  them,  that  they  could  not  efcape.— — — F^^r  morn-^ 
ing  by  morning  Jball  it  pafs  wer.     Their  enemies,  in- 
tent upon  fpreading  devaftation  over  the  whole  land, 
were  to  be  employed  for  this  purpofe,  with  unwearied 
diligence,  until  they  laid  waile  all  the  country  of 
Paleftine.    Divine  judgments  were  not  tgt^make  any 
unneceflary  delay,  but  to  make  progrels  by  day  and 
night.-— -/I«^  it  Jball  be  a  vexation^  &c.    Some  evils 
are  of  fuch  vaft  magnitude,  that  the  very  report  of 
them  creates  continual  vexation:  the  rumour  that 
reaches  the  ear,  penetrates  to  the  heart,  and  gives  it 
much  unea(inefs«     So  alarming  and  terrible  were  ther 
calamities  that  bef^l  the  Jewifh  people,  that  their 
minds  could  not  fail  to  be  diftreiTed  with  perplexing 
fears,  and  overwhelming  forrows.     Thofe  who  are 
{lout-hearted  in  times  of  profperity,  when  they  apprcr 
hend  no  immediate  danger,  are  often  mod  timid  and 
frighted  at  the  approach  of  divine  judgments  coming 
upon  the  earth.    If  the  report  produced  fuch  effefts, 
in  what  a  deplorable  condition  would  they  find  them- 
felves,  when  inevitable  dedrudion  feized  upon  them, 
and  they  could  not  efcape  ?    The  words  may  be  thus 
rendered :  *  For  only  vexation  will  caufe  you  to  un- 
^  derdand  dodrine.'  This  tranflation  fuggeds  a  good 
interpretation  of  this  padage,  which  may  be  thus  ex- 
plained.    Ye  who  would  not  attend  to  the  precepts 
and  prediftions  of  Jehovah,  which  he  gave  you  by  his 
fervants,  diall  be  brought,  by  other  means  than  thofe 
which  have  hitherto  been  employed,  to  underdand 
their  truth  and  importance.     Vexation  and  anguiih 
ihall  render  you  better  acquainted  with  them,  than 
you  have  been  in  profperous  days.    Thofe  who  will 
not  Tearn  indru£tion  by  gentle^  may  exped  to  be 
taught  by  fevere  methods.     Take  ^heed  then  led,  by 
obliin^cy  and  perverfity,  you  provoke  God  to  teach 

you, 
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you,  as  be  did  the  people  of  Jadab,  by  corre£doiB 
and  vexations. 

26  For  the  bed  is  fhoiter  than  that  a  man  can 
ftretch  himfelf  on  // ;  and  the  covering  narrower 
than  that  he  can  wrap  himfelf  in  //. 

Thefe  words  are  fubjoined  as  2Sx  argument,  to 
evince  the  truth  of  what  is  above  aflerted,  that  thofe 
who  refort  to  refuges  of  ties,  (hall  certainly  feel  dilap- 
pointment  and  vexation.-— ~They  contain  a  prover* 
bial  faying,  the  meaning  of  which  feems  to  he^  that 
all  the  means  of  obtaining  proteSion  and  fafety,  be- 
fide  thofe  which  God  hath  provided,  fliaU  prove  in* 
fufficient  to  fecure  from  impending  evils.  The  Jewtfli 
beds  were  only  mattrefles,  laid  on  the  floor ;  and  the 
cover  was  a  (beet,  or  carpet,  laid  over  it,  in  which 
the  perfon  wrapped  himfelf.    In  this  adage,  there  is 
an  alluflon  to  the  condition  of  one  who,  being  weary 
and  inclined  to  reft,  goes  to  bed,  that  he  may  get  re- 
frefhing  repofe.    Having  betaken  himfelf  to  ^  a  bed 
that  is  too  (hort  for  him,  and  having  got  a  covering 
that  is  too  narrow  to  wrap  himfelf  in,  he  is  dilap* 
pointed  of  the  comfortable  reft  that  he  expeded  to 
enjoy ;  and,  inftead  of  getting  agreeable  warmth  and 
retrefhment,  he  becomes  cold,  reftlefs,  and  uneafy. 
This  painful  ftate  reprefents;  the  diftrefTed  difappoint* 
ed  condition  of  thofe  who  hide  themfelves  under  wife- 
hood and  refuges  of  lies,  in  order  to  obtain  either 
temporal  or  fpirifual  deliverance.    The  truth  of  this 
aphorifm,  thus  explained,  was  exemplified  in  the 
jews,  who  reforted  to  other  expedients  for  fafety 
than  divine  wifdom  had  ordained,  and  found  all  thdr 
expectations  fruftrated.   In  confequence  of  this  foolifli 
conduct,  they  were  filled  with  insune  and  angiufli; 
and  expofed  to  that  deftrudion,  in  which  they  perift* 
ed  by  the  hands  of  the  Romans,  with  whom  they 
were  formerly  in  league,  and  on  whom  they  repofed 
their  confidence.-^— The  above  illuftration  of  tbit 

proverbial 
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proverbial  fayine,  points  out  another  application  of 
It  to  thofe  v/ho^  though  Jews  outwardly,  or  Chriftians 
nominally,  yet  feek  for  fpiritual  relief  and  falvation 
from  other  quarters  than  firom  him,  concerning  whom 
it  is  affirmed,  ^  That  there  is  none  other  nahie  under 
^  heaven  given  among  men  whereby  we  can  be  faved*/ 
Apply  it  then  to  every  thing,  befides  his  mediation 
axid  Spirit,  in  which  you  are  apt  to  place  your  hcqpes^ 
from  which  you  expe&  relidf  and  comfort  in  the 
time  of  afflidion,  and  in  the  day  of  the  revelation  of 
the  righteous  judgment  of  God.  Your  natural  en« 
dowments,  however  great,  can  afford  neither  reft  to 
your  fouls,  nor  defence  in  the  day  of  wrath.  Your 
worldly  enjoyments,  however  extenfive,  cannot  yiel4 
fupport  and  confolation,  in  the  feafon  of  danger  and 
divine  difpleafure.  Your  external  privileges,  however 
valuable,  ca&not  give  you  tranquillity  and  fafety,  in 
the  time  of  impending  defolation  and  ruin.  Your 
jeligious  attainments,  however  eminent,  cannot  fecure 
you  from  the  puniihment  of  your  tranfgrelfions,  or 
prove  a  fufficient  foundation  whereon  to  build  your 
hopes  of  eternal  falvation.  If  you  expeft  redemption, 
and  reft  to  your  fouls,  from  any  of  thefe  things,  how- 
ever excellent  in  themfelves,  and  not  from  Jefus 
Chrift,  who  is  the  only  hope  fet  before  us,  I  lee  not 
how  you  can  claim  the  character  of  Chriftians ;  who 
count  all  things  lofs,  that  they  may  win  him,  and  be 
found  in  him. 

2 J  For  the  Lord  fhall  rife  up  as  in  mount 
Perazim,  he  ihall  be  wroth  as  in  the  valley  of 
Gibeon,  that  he  may  do  his  work,  his  ftrange 
work ;  and  bring  to  pafs  his  a£t,  his  ftrange  a^. 

In  this  verfe,  our  prophet  illuftrates,  confirms,  and 
concludes  the  predictions,  that  refpefl  the  awful  judg- 
ments which  God  was  about  to  inflift  upon  the  pro- 

♦  A6b  iv.  12. 
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fane  and  hypocritical  people  of  the  jews.  He  Ex- 
plains and  amplifies  the  fubjeft  by  two  comparifonsj 
both  which  are  intended  to  mew  the  greatnefs  of  the 
calamities  that  were  to  befal  themi-i— /v?r  the  Lord 
Jhall  rife  up  as  in  mount  Perazim.  In  this  expreffion, 
there  feems  to  be  a  manifeft  allufion  to  the  condud 
of  fome  great  perfonage,  who,  incenfed  againfl:  thofe 
who  have  highly  provoked  him,  is  determined  no 
longer  to  conceal  his  difpleafure,  but  to  e:fcecute  righ- 
teous vengeance  i^pon  thofe  who  have  excited  his  re- 
feiitment.  For  this  purpofe,  he  arifes  to  exert  his 
power  in  punifhing  their  crimes.  In  like  manner, 
the  Lord  was  to  rife  up  as  one  prepared  for  a^on, 
that  he  might  employ  his  power,  in  recompenfirig  the 
atrocious  wickednefles  that  had  been  committed  by 
thofe  whom  he  had  taken  for  his  people.  At  the 
time  to  which  this  prophecy  refers,  Jehovah  was  to 
appear,  as  he  did  of  old  on  mount  Perazim.  The  re* 
markable  event  alluded  to,  is  recorded,  2  Sam.  v.  1 9. 
and  following  verfes,  where  it  is  thus  written :  *  And 
^  the  Lord  faid  unto  David,  Go  up  to  the  PhiiflKnes ; 
^  for  I  will  doubtlefs  deliver  them  into  thine  band. 
^«  And  David  came  to  Baal-perazim,  and  David  fmote 
*  them  there,  and  faid.  The  Lord  hath  broken  forth 
^  upon  mine  enemies  before  me,  as  the  breach  of  wa- 
^  ters.  Therefore  he  called  the  name  of  that  place 
^  Baal-perazim,'  &c.  From  the  hiftory,  it  plainly 
appears,  that,  on  this  memorable  occafion,  God  was 
pleafed  to  interpofe  in  an  extraordinary  manner ;  and, 
by  fome  remarkable  judgment,  to  overthrow  the  Pbi- 
liftines,  who  came  forth  to  fight  againft  David,  king 
of  KraeL ^The  other  fimilitude,  by  which  this  pro- 
phecy is  illuftrated,  is  taken  from  the  wonderful  de- 
feat of  the  kings  of  Canaan,  that  met  together  to  fight 
againft  Ifrael ;  the  circumftances  of  which  are  men- 
tioned by  Jofhua,  chap.  x.  8.  etfeq.  where  we  read, 
^  That  God  delivered  them  into  the  hand  of  Jofliua: 
^  that  a  man  of  them  was  not  able  to  ftand  before 
t  him :  and  that  the  Lord  caft  down  great  hail-ftones 
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*  from  heaven  upon  them,^  and  they  died,'  &fr.  So 
very  great  was  to  be  the  flaughter  and  defolation  here 
foretold,  that  it  (hould  refemble  either,  or  both  of  thefe 
memorable  interpofitions  of  Jehovah,  for  the  deftruc- 
tion  of  his  people's  enemies. '-Indeed,  the  execu- 
tion of  this  threatening,  by  the  Romans,  upon  the 
Jews,  fully  correfponded  with  this  predidion :  for 
after,  like  (he  Canaanites  of  old,  they  had  oppofed 
the  execution  of  the  divine  purpofe ;  after  they  rofe 
vp  in  hoftility  againft  Jefus  Chrift,  and  would  not 
fubmit  to  Pavid's  Son  and  Lord,  that  he  might  rule 
over  them ;  they  were  confuted  by  divine  vengeance, 
9S  the  Romans  themfelves  faw,  and  acknowledged. 

That  be  may  do  bis  worky  hisjirange  'workj  &c,  I 
fuppofe,  that  the  fame  difpenfations  of  providence 
are  intended  by  the  work,  and  the  ad:  of  Jehovah. 
That  work,  or  aft,  is  called  ftrange,  which  is  rec- 
koned uncctmmon,  furprifmg,  and  that  cannot  be, 
eafily  accounted  for.  When  the  people  faw  the  man 
afHided  by  the  palfy,  cured  by  a  word  fjom  our  Sa- 
viour, and  walling  home,  parrying  hia  couch,  they 
glorified  God,  fayui^.  We  have  teen  ft]:a;ige  things 
to  day.  The  ftrange  work,  or  a£t  of  God,  whereof 
our  prophet  fpeaks,  can  be  no  other,  than  the  awful 
defolating  judgments  which  he  was  to  execute  upon 
thofe  who  profefled  to  be  conneded  with  him  as  his 
people.  This  is  emphatically  called,  his,  ftrange  work, 
9S  it  is  not  agreeable  to  his  gracious  nature  and  incli- 
nation, and  forms  a  contraft  to  the  ordinary  courfe 
of  his  difpen&tions ;  who  doth  not  willingly  aftlid  or 
grieve  the  children  of  men ;  who  hath  no  pleafure  in 
the  death  of  finners,  and  dofh  not  delight  in  tramp- 
ling under  fopt  the  prifoners  of  the  earth.  The  judg- 
inents  which  the  Almighty  inflifb,  are,  as  it  were, 
extorted  from  hi&  beneficent  hand.  He  delights  in 
exercifing  Ipving-kindnefs,  rigbteoufnefs,  and  tender 
mercy  in  the  earth:  often  doth  he  fliew  mercy,  but 
feldom.  doth  he  execute  dreadful  judgments.— The 
people,  againft  whom  this  threatening  was  direded, 

had. 
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iiad^  for  a  long  paiod,  enjoyed  ihnumerable  finrours 
from  Heaven ;  and  judgment,  comparativelj  fpeak- 
ingy  was  to  them  a  ftrange  a£t.  Indeed,  God  often 
feverely  correded  them  for  their  fins ;  but  bow,  as 
Mofes  anciently  foretold,  ^  The  Lord  was  to  make 
^  their  plagues  wonderful  *,^  beyond  what  had  beeft 
feen  or  heard  in  times  pad.  The  greater  part  of  the 
nation  was  to  be  rejected  of  God*  That  highly  fa- 
voured people,  in  whofe  behalf  the  Moft  High  had 
given  many  iignal  difplays  of  his  power  and  provi- 
dence, were  to  be  caft  off:  that  temple,  in  which  il 
was  believed  he  bad  his  peculiar  refidence,  was  to  be 
deftroyed :  that  ftate,  which  he  himfelf  bad  formed 
and  preferved,  was  to  be  entirely  pyertumed :  that 
people,  whofe  battles  he  had  often  fought,  he  was 
himfelf  to  oppofe,  and  extirpate  from  their  own  land. 
This  was  indeed  a  ftrange  work ;  ^  The  kings  of  the 
^  earth,  and  all  the  inhabitants  of  the  world,  would 
*  not  have  believed,  that  the  adverfary  and  the  enemy 
'^  ihould  have  entered  into  the  gates  of  Jerufalem  f .' — 
Thofe  who  diftinguifli  themfelves  by  the  abufe  and 
contempt  of  the  privileges  which  they  enjoy,  have  juft 
caufe  to  fear,  that  God  will  vifit  them  with  the  tnoft 
terrible  calamities.  The  fins  of  the  Jew$  were  greatly 
multiplied,  and  -aggravated  beyond  thofe  of  other  na- 
tions ;  and,  therefore,  the  lord  infliSed  upon  them 
iirange  and  extraordinary  puniOiments,  Our  fins, 
who  are  favoured  with  the  gofpel,  are  ftill  more  hei- 
nous than  theirs,  in  as  much  as  we  reje^  and  abufe 
ftill  greater  mercy,  love,  and  grac^,  than  they  en* 
"oyed.  We  ought  therefore^to  remember,  that,  un- 
efs  we  repent,  and  return  to  th^  Lord  f^om  our  evil 
ways,  our  puniihment  may  be  greater,  and  more 
ftrange,  than  that  which  they  fufllered.  What  a 
powerful  motive  doth  this  coiUideration  fuggeft,  (o 
engage  us  to  abandon  our  tranfgreffions,  and  every 
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refttge  of  lies ;  and  to  build  all  our  hopes  on  the  fure 
foundation  that  God  hath  laid  in  Zion ! 

22  Now  therefore  be  ye  not  inockers,  left 
your  bands  be  made  ftrong :  for  I  have  heard 
from,  the  Lord  God  of  hoft«  a  confumption, 
^ven,  determine^  upon  the  whole  earth. 

This  part  of  our  prophet^  difcourfe  is  here  con^ 
eluded,  by  a  pra&ical  infereuce,  containing  a  falutary 
advice,  in  \7hich  he  admoniAies  all  who  hear  his 
voice,  to  avoid  a  very  wicked  and  dangerous  prac- 
tice.——Since  the  Almighty  hath,  in  this  explicit 
manner,  declared,  that  he  will  execute  righteous 
vengeance  upon  profane  fcoffers,  beware  of  deriding 
the  fcriptures,  the  fervants,  the  ordinances,  the  pro- 
vidences of  God,  or  of  turning  things  facred  into  ri« 
dicule.  Avoid  every  approach  to  this  abominable 
pradice,  which  mi^ft  be  odious  to  every  perfon  of 
good  fenfe ;  which  will  incur  the  cenfure  of  the  godly» 
and  expofe  to  the  wrath  of  the  Almighty.  It  is  no 
fmall  degree  of  impiety,  to  call  in  queftion  the  vera-> 
city  of  God,  and  to  difobey  his  authority;  but  to  de-> 
ride  his  truths,  to  mock  his  mefTengers,  and  to  laugh 
at  his  laws,  is  wickednefs  in  the  extreme.  There  are 
three}  degrees,  by  which  men  advance  to  this  enor^r 
IQOUS  height  of  profanenefs.  They  begin,  by  walking 
in  the  CQunfel  of  the  ungodly ;  they  next  proceed,  to 
fland  in  the  way  of  finners ;  after  which,  they  afcend 
to  the  higheft  degree  of  profanity,  and  take  the  feat 
of  the  fcomer.  Would  you  avoid,  as  you  ought,  this 
laft  ftep,  in  an  irreligious  courfe?  cautioufly  fhun 
making  the  leaft  advances  toward  this  dangerous  ex- 
treme.  Le/l  your  bands  be  t^ade  Jlrong.     Among 

other  things  that  God  doth  to  thofe  who  are  guilty 
of  atrocious  crimes,  he  binds  and  holds  them  faft  by 
his  righteous  judgments,  fo  that,  unlefs  their  bands 
be  loofed,  they  cannot  poffibly  efcape.  The  bands 
whereby  they  are  bound,  are  the  cords  of  iniquity, 

the 


\ 


5Jr4  LECTURES  ON  THE    Chap.XXVDJ, 

the  fetters  of  af8i£Hon,  and  the  chains  of  darknefs,  ia 
vhich  prefumptuous  fcornful  tranfgreflbrs.  are  often 
referved  to  the  judgment  of  the  great  day  *.  The 
expreflion  intimates,  the.  flavifli  imferable  condi^oa 
in  which  mockers  of  divine  things  are  detained; 
that  by  perfifting  in  this  vickednefs,  both  their  fin 
and  mifd'y  is  increafed,  fo  that  theii:  bands  receive 
additional  ftrength,  and  their  ftate  becomes  more 
confirmed*.  Be  not  then  mockers,  left  your  bands 
be  made  ftrong;  and  confequently,  youi:  fallrauo^ 
become  more  improbable,  and  more  difficult.. 

Tor  I  have  beard  from  the  Lord  God.  of  hoj^s  a.  cofk 

fumptionj  rven  determined  upon  the  whole  earth.    Tb^ 

fame  fentiment  occurred,  chap«  x.  23.  where  it  is 

thus  written  s  ^  For  the  Lord  God  of  hods  fliall  make 

*  a  confumption,  even  determined  in  the  midft  ^  all 

*  the  land/  After  what  was  there  faid  to  illuftrate 
the  fubje£l,  I  ihall  not  ftay  to  refume  or  enlarge  at 
prefent.  Thofe  to  whom  this  prophecy  was  primarily 
addreffed,  confidering  Ifaiah  as  a  man  of  like  paffions 
with  themfelves,  might  be  apt  to  think,  that  his  pre- 
dictions were  of  little  or  no  confequence,  and  there- 
fore might  defpife  both  him  and  them-  To  prevent 
this  dangerous  miftake,  they  are  plainly  mformed, 
that  the  judgments  he  denounced,  were  intimated  to 
him  by  the  Lord  God  of  hofts,  aiul  adually  deter- 
mined by  his  irrevocable  decree*  He  rey^ed  to 
Ifaiah,  that  he  might  make  known  to  fjbem^  the  ter- 
rible confumption ;  the  e^teofive  defotlatipn  which  be 
had  purpofed  to  bring  upon  the  whole  earth*  The 
earth,  I  fuppofe,  mud  be  underflood  here,  as  in  feme 
other  places  of  fcripture,  in  its  reftrided  fenfe,  as  iig- 
nifying  the  land  of  Canaan.  This  determined  con- 
fumption was  to  be  infli&ed  by  means  of  God's  aw- 
ful judgments,  the  fword,  the  famine,  and  the  pefti- 
lence,  which  were  to  devour  the  inhabitants  of  Judea. 
This  prophecy  received  its  full  accompliihment,  when 

♦  2  Peter  ii.  4. 

the 
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tiie  Jewifli  ftate,  city,  and  temple,  were  overthrown 

by   the  Romans.* ^The   defolations  which    God 

fends  upon  kingdoms  and  cities,  are  fometimes  very 
tejrible :  and  thef efore,  in  the  prophetic  fcriptures, 
they  are  reprefented  as  the  noife  of  a  great  army ;  as 
the  roaring  of  the  Tea,  in  a  ftorm ;  as  a  mighty  earth- 
quake, that  (bakes  every  thing  to  its  foundation :  they 
are  compared  to  a  ftrong  temped,  that  drives  all  be- 
fore it ;  to  the  overflowing  of  waters,  that  deluges  the 
country  wherever  they  reach ;  to  the  great  h^il,  that 
fpreads  univerfal  defolation  where  it  falls.  No  won- 
der that  even  a  renowned  warrior,  who  feared  neither 
lion  nor  giant,  (hould  have  acknowledged,  that  he 
ivas  afraid  of  God's  righteous  judgments.  Let  us 
reverence  the  majefty  and  providence  of  Jehovah, 
iland  in  awe,  and  fm  not. 

23  f  Give  ye  ear,  and  hear  my  voice ;  hear- 
ken, and  hear  my  fpeech. 

The  prophet  concludes  this  part  of  his  difcourfe, 
with  an  elegant  parable  or  allegory,  in  which  he 
employs  a  variety  of  images,  all  taken  from  agri- 
culture and  threihing,  to  explain  and  defend  God's 
method  of  dealing  with  his  people.  This  imagery 
is  admirably  fuited  to  illuflrate  the  fubjed,  to  which 

it  is  here  confecrated. The  introduftion  is  fo- 

lemn  and  interefling :  Give  ye  eaty  and  hear  my  voice^ 
&c.  The  prophet  repeatedly  demands  the  clofeQ;  at- 
tention, from  perfons  of  every  defcription,  to  what 
he  was  about  to  deliver.  Young  and  old,  rich  and 
poor,  whatfoever  be  your  charader  and  condition, 
hearken  with  diligence  and  reverence,  with  earneft- 
nefs  and  folicitude.  Your  ears  were  given  you,  not 
merely  for  ornament,  but  for  ufe ;  not  only  that  you 
might  derive  entertainment  from  converfation,  but 
that,  by  their  means,  you  may  receive  fpiritual  im- 
provement and  edification.  Employ  then  the  noble 
faculty  of  hearing,  in  attending  to  the  voice  of  God, 

by 
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by  Ifaiah.— — ffetfr^^,  and  bear  myfpeecb.  Would 
you  obey  this  fummom?  you  muft  be  attentive,  not 
only  ^ith  your  bodily  ears,  but  you  ought  ferioully 
to  apply  your  minds  to  what  is  faid ;  and  fo  hearken 
lo  his  fpeech,  as  to  receive,  underftand,  believe,  and 
obey  it»  Endeavour  to  feel,  then  to  yield  to  the 
force  of  truth  $  and  to  ziSi  under  a  powerful  convic« 
tion  of  its  excellence  and  importance.  There  were 
many  of  old,  who  heard  the  difcourfes  of  the  pro- 
phets, who  neither  underftood,  believed,  nor  c^iey* 
ed  them,  as  is  abundantly  evident  from  feveral  p^o 
fages  of  fcripture.  ^  Hear,  O  my  people  (faid  God, 
^  by  his  fervant  David),  and  I  will'  teftify  to  thee  */ 
What  were,  the  con(equences,  we  are  informed, 
ver.  11.^  My  people  would  not  hearken  to  my  vcnce  i 
they  rejeded  his  call,  and  refufed  to  comply  with  his 
requifition.  Let  us  learn  wifdom  from  their  folly, 
and  obedience  from  their  obftinacy.  The  wonb  of 
God,  by  our  prophet,  are  like  fine  gold,  the^fmalleft 
particles  of  which  are  valuable,  and  carefully  preferv- 
ed.  All  of  them  are  truly  precious,  and  the  leaft 
portion  ought  not  to  be  negle^ed  or  loft*  One  tittle 
(hould  in  no  wife  be  fuffered  to  pafs  unnoticed  ;  and 
the  whole  ought  to  be  carefully  collected  into  the  re* 
pofitory  of  our  hearts,  that  we  may  not  offend  againft 
God.  There  are,  however,  fome  truths,  which  have 
a  fignature  of  peculiar  excellence  ftamped  upon  them, 
that  demand  our  fpecial  regard ;  and  among  thefe, 
are  the  following,  to  which  this  admonition  is  prefix- 
ed. Give  ear  then  diligently,  ponder  his  ^leech, 
receive  his  words,  and  hide  his  commandments  with 
thee,  fo  that  thou  incline  thine  ear  unto  wifdom,  and 
apply  thine  heart  to  underftanding.  This  is  your  trued 
vifdom,  your  indifpenfable  duty,  and  higheft  intereft. 

24  Doth  the  ploughman  plough  all  day  to 
fow  ?  doth  he  open  and  break  the  clods  of  his 
ground  ? 

♦  Pfal.  Ix»i.  «• 
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In  this  and  the  following  verfes,  to  the  eai  of  the 
chapter,  is  contained  the  inilrudlive  parable,  to  which 
we  are  called  to  give  diligent  heed.    It  is  an  elegfoit 
and  beautiful  compofition,  fimple,  regular,  and  com- 
plete in  its  form  and  colouring,  delivered  in  figura- 
tive ftyle,  which,  under  the  literal  fenfe  of  the  words, 
conceals  another  and  more  important  meaning.   The 
imagery  is  taken  from  familiar  obje£ls,  in  one  of  the 
moft  u^ul  occupations  of  human  life,  the  labour  in 
the  field  and  the  barn,,  which  were  generally  known 
among  the  Jews,  and ,  are  well  underftood  by  many 
an;iong  you.    To  perceive  the  defign,  and  full  import 
of  this  allegory,  it  is  neceflary  to  confider  the  literal 
meaning  of  the  words ;  which  I,  therefore,  proceed  to 
invefligate. — -^Dotb  the  ploi^bman  plough  all  day y  &c.  ? 
The  hulbandman,  or  the  perfon  whom  he  employs, 
regularly  proceeds  to  perform  the  various  piirts  of 
agricultural  work.    The  firft,  and  one  principal  part 
of  his  bufinefs,  is,  with  ikill  and  afiiduity,  to  till  the 
^ound,  and  to  prepare  it  for  receiving  the  feed  he 
mtends  to  call  into  it  in  due  feafon.     By  this  necef- 
fary  laborious  operation,  in  which  he  is  conftantly  oc- 
cupied for  great  part  of  the  day,  he  turns  V4P  the 
ground,  he  cuts  the  roots  of  the  weeds  that  may  have 
Jpread  through  the  foil,  and  regularly  lays  one  nirrow 
clofe  to  another,  until  he  bath  got  over  the  whole 
field,  and  made  it  ready,  againft  a  favourable  oppor- 
tunity ofier^  for  farther  cultivation  and  improvement. 
If,  after  this  work  is  finished,  the  ground  remains 
hard  and  untoward,  and  wears  a  rough  appearance, 
he  then  proceeds  to  break  the  clods  with  fome  of  the 
implements  of  hufbandry,  and  to  bring  upon  it  a  fine 
mould  and  fmooth  furface.     Our  prophet  flates  this 
matter  in  a  queftionary  form,  intimating^  that  the  an- 
fwer  to  this  inquiry  is  generally  known;  and  that 
every  perfon,  acquainted  with  agriculture,  agrees, 
that  this  4s  the  firft  thmg  requifite  to  be  done  to  .the 
land  that  is  in  an  improved  ftate. 

VoL.n.  4.D  25  When 
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25  When  he  hath  made  plain  the  face  there- 
of, doth  he  not  cafl  abroad  the  fitches,  and  fcat-^ 
ter  the  cummin,  and  cad  in  the  principal  wheat, 
and  the  appointed  barley,  and  the  rye  in  their 
place  ? 

After  the  hufbandman,  Vfkh  much  paiils,  hzth 
ploughed  the  ground,  and  fmoothed  its  furfate,  hu 
next  bufmefs  is,  to  fow  the  feveral  forts  of  grsdn, 
\vhich  he  judges  beft  fulted  to  the  foil  in  its  prefent 

condition. Doth  be  not  cafi  abroad  the  fitches  ?  a 

kind  of  feed,  pretty  well  known  in  this  country ;  and 
frequently  fown  in  Judea,  as  by  the  farmers  among 

us,  for  the  ufe  of  cattle* And  fcatfer  the  cummin ; 

a  fmall  feed,  much  cultivated  in  Canaan,  which  the 
inhabitants  tithed  along  with  mint  and  anife,  as  we 

learn  from  the  New  Teftament. And  cqft  in  the 

principal  wheats  which  of  all  fortd  of  gnin,  is  the 
chief  and  mod  valuable ;  and  made  a  confiderabte 

part  of  the  produce  of  the  land  of  HraeL And  the 

appointed  barley^  and  the  rye  in  their  place  ;  or,  as  the 
Hebrew  words  may  be  tranflated,  the  wheat  in  the 
principal,  and  barley  in  the  appointed  place.  The  beft 
and  the  mod  excellent  grain  is.  fown  into  the  richeft 
and  befl  cultivated  grounds,  which  are  mod  adapted 
to  yield  plentiful  luxuriant  crops ;  whilft  thofe  that 
are  lefs  valuable,  have  their  feveral  places  alTotted 
them,  which  the  (kill  and  difcretion  of  the  hufband- 
man  point  out  as  mod  proper.  This  fuiting  of  the 
feveral  feeds  to  different  foik  and  circumdances,  is 
the  next  thing  in  the  procefs  of  weU-managed  agri^ 
culture,  on  which  it  is  unneceffary  here  to  enlarge. 

26  For  his  God  doth  Inftrud  him  to  difcre^ 
lion,  and  doth  teach  him. 

The  fentiment  expreffed  in  thefe  words,  hath  been 
adopted  by  mod  nations,  who  have  attributed  agri- 

cuhuf^ 


Ver,  26.     PROPHECIES  op  ISAIAH.  579 

cukure  to  the  fuggeftions  of  the  Deity.  Every  gpod 
and  perfed  gift  cometh  down  from  the  Father  of 
lights,  with  whom  there  is  no  variablenefs,  or  (hadow 
of  turning*  It  is  God  who  hath  taught  meHf  to  dig 
out  of  the  bowels  of  the  earth,  iron,  brafs,  lilver, 
gold,  and  other  metals,  and  to  apply  them  to  pur- 
pofes  ufeful  ^  fociety.  It  is  God  who  giVes  them 
mfdom  and  underftanding,  to  work  in  gold  and 
purple,  in  fine  linen  and  mullin,  which  gives  employ- 
ment to  the  poor,  and  proves  ornamental  to  the  rich. 
It  is  God  who  teacheth  their  hands  to  war,  and  their 
fingers  to  fight,  againft  thofe  who  would  uujuftly  hurt 
or  deftroy  them.  God  giveth  to  men  all  that  know- 
ledge and  difcretion  whereby  they  manage  their  af- 
fairs. He  taught  man  at'firft  the  art  of  ploughing 
and  fowing  the  ground ;  and  ftill  he  vouchfafes  to 
inftrud  the  hulbandman,  how  and  when  to  perform 
thefe  neceffary  operations  with  the  greateft  advao^k 

and  fuccels. Do  you  a(k.  How  doth  God  inf^Pr 

him  to  difcretion  in  this  bufmefs  ?  I  anfwer.  He  con- 
fers upon  him  the  noble  faculties,  of  reafon  and  un* 
derftanding,  to  difcern  the  nature  of  things,  and 
thence  to  dedqce  ufeful  conclufions ;  to  difcover  the 
mofl  proper  feafons  and  methods,  of  performing  the 
i(everal  parts  of  his  work^  fo  as  to  accomplifh  the  end  ^ 
be  hath  in  view.  He  furnifhes  him  with  wifdom  aiid  • 
prudence,  to  order  his  afiairs,  to  adjufll  and  manage 
whatfgi^ver  relates  to  his  bufinefs,  fo.that  every  thing 
may  be  4one  in.  its  proper  iime  and.  place.  He  forms 
him  wiih  a  capacity  to  attend  to  every  citcumftance 
conducive  ta  his  benefit,  and  to^  convert  them,  into 
means  of  improvement  in  this  ufefuL  fcience.^  He  en- 
dows him  with  a  propenfity  to  inq^uitie  into,  caufes  and 
effects,  which  contjibute  to  increafe  his  knowledge, 
and  to  affift  him  in  performing  aright  the  feveral  ope- 
rations belonging  to  good  hufbandry.  To  all  whicb^ 
I  add,  that  God  giveth  him  a  teachable  difpofition : 
i^e  inclines  him  to  receive  inftrudion,  to  profit  by  the 

experience 
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experience  of  others,  and  bleffeth  to  him  thefe  means 
of  meliorating  bis  condition. 

To  the  Lord  God,  then,  you  hvibandmen  are  in- 
debted for  all  the  (kill  by  which  you  manage  yoox 
farms,  and  for  all  the  fucceis  with  which  your  labours 
have  been  crowned.  Surely  you  ought  not  to  be  in« 
feniible  of  your  manifold  obligations  to  God,  and  no- 
grateful  for  fuch  a  profufion  of  kindnefs  as  you  have 
received  from  Heaven.  Had  I,  had  any  perfoa  taught 
you  fome  valuable  improvement  in  agriculture,  you 
would  certainly  have  coniidered  yourietves  thereby 
laid  under  peculiar  obligations  to  the  man  who  com* 
municated  to  you  the  ufeful  difcovery.  What  duti- 
ful returns  of  thankfgiying  and  obedience  do  you 
then  owe  to  Almighty  God,  who  is  not  cmly  the 
Pk-oprietor  of  the  grounds  that  you  pofTefs,  and  the 
houfes  wherein  you  dwell  (for  the  earth  is  the  Lord's, 
and  the  fulnefs  thereof),  but  who  gives  you  rain  from 
heaven,  and  fruitful  feafons ;  who  teaches  you  difae« 
lion  to  guide  your  affairs,  affords  you  ilrength  for 

Jrour  work,  and  his  blefiing  upon  your  fields !  The 
andlord,  of  whom  you  hold  your  farms,  ^peds  you 
to  pay  him  the  ftipulated  rent  at  ihe  term  agreed 
upon,  and  you  are  defirous  pun&ually  to  fulfil  your 
engagements.  Be  equally  attentive  to  difcfaarge  the 
ilill  ftronger  obligations  you  are  under  to  the  great 
Lord  of  all.  Shall  the  bleffed  God,  to  whom  you  are 
infinitely  more  indebted  than  to  ,the  whole  world,  be 
overlooked  and  negleSed  ?  Shall  he  have  no  revenui; 
of  praife,  and  honour,  and  glory,  given  to  him,  for 
all  the  good  things  that  you  enjoy  f  Will  you  pre* 
fume  to  cultivate  his  lands,  by  the  difcretion  he  bath 
taught  you,  and  the  ftrength  ne  hath  given  you,  and 
yet  decline  to  worihip  him  in  your  families,  to  give 
him  the  feventh  part  of  your  time,  to  receive  the  in- 
firudion  of  wifdom,  juftice^  judgment^  and  equity, 
and  to  give  of  your  fubftance  to  the'  poor,  which  he 
condefcends  to  regard  as  lent  to  himfelf  ?  ^  I  befeech 
r  you,  by  the  mercies  of  God,  that  you  prefent  your 

•  bodies 
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*  bodies  a  living  facrifice^  holy  and  accqptable.Qilto^ 

*  God,  which  is  your  reafoaable  fervice  ^.* 

27  For  the  fitches  are  not  threfhed  with  si 
threftiing-inftrament,  neither  is  a  cart-whect 
turned  aboqt  upon  the  cummm ;  but  the  fitches 
are  beaten  out  with  ^  ftaff,^  a^nd  the  cummia 
with  9.  rod^ 

The  difcretion  which  God  is  pteafed  to  teach  the 
hufbandman,  not  only  \lirefl$  him  in  tilling  and  fow- 
ing  his  grounds,  but  aUb  in  maniiging  his  corns,  after 
they  are  cut  down;  and  particularly,  in  threfhing 
them,  fo  as,  in  the  bed  manner,  to  feparate  the 
grain  from  the  cha^f  and  the  ftraw.  Notwithftand* 
ing  threfhing  does  not  feem  to  be  a  very  inge« 
nious  cpntrivance,  yet  divine  inftrudion  is  requifite 
to  teach  the  beft  way  oF  doing  this  work,  and  what; 
are  th%  mod  proper  inftruments  to  ufe  in  performing 
it.  Four  methods  of  threfhing,  by  different  inftru^ 
ments,  fuited  to  the  nature  and  condition  of  the  coma 
to  which  they  are  applied,  are  here  mentioned,  all  of 
which  w^ere  anciently  ufed.  There  was  the  ftaff,  rod^ 
or  flail,  wherewith  the  fitches,  the  cummin,  and  other 
fmall  grain,  were  beat  out,  that  were  too  tender  to 
be  treated  by  other  methods..  With  this  fimple  in^ 
ftrument,  it  is  probable/  th^t  Ruth  beat  out  the  bar-* 
ley  which  fhe  had  gleaned  f .  There  was  a  fort  of 
drag,  or  frame,  made  of  flrong  heavy  planks,  fhod 
with  iron,  that  was  drawn  by  horfes,  or  oxen,  over 
the  (heaves,  after  they  were  fpread  upon  the  threfhing* 
floor.  To  this  pradice,  Mofes  feems  to  have  refer* 
red,  in  the  flatute,  which  requires,  that  '  the  ox  fhaii 
^  not  be  muzzled  that  treadeth  out  the  corn  |/  There 
was  a  threfhing-inflrument,  having  rollers  armed  with 
iron^teeth,  or  wheels,  probably  fomewhat  of  a  fimilar 
conflru£lion  with  thofe  ufed  among  us.'  Of  this  kind, 

*  Rom.  zil.  z.         t  See  Ruth  ii.  17.        X  Deut.  xxsr.  4. 

our 
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oyr  prophet  fpeaks :  ^  Behold,  I  will  make  thee 
91  new  inarp  threibing-inftniment,  having  teeth*.' 
There  was  alfo  a  little  cart,  or  fledge,  moved  by 
cattle,  that  had  likewife  wheek,  and  edges  like  a  faw, 
by 'means  of  which  th^  corn  was  feparated  from^the- 
ilraw,  which  it  cut  to  pieces,  for  fodder  to  the  cattle. 
Now,  our  prophet  afiirms,  t^at  God  teacheth  the 
huibandman  wnat  i^/trument  to  ufe,  in  order  to 
threfli  out,  to  moft  advantage,  the  feveral  forts  of 
grain.  He  does  not  therefore  beat  out  his  fitches 
with  ^  liirge  threfhing-inftrument,  but  with  a  ftaf*,  or 
flail.  He  does  not  turn  round  a  .cart-wheel  uppj)  die 
cummin,  which  might  hurt,  if  not  deflrcy  it,  but 
be^ts  it  out  with  a  rod.  The  wheat,  the  barley,  an4 
the  rye,  which  are  large,  ftrong,  and  weighty,  he 
thremes  out  with  the  threfliing-imlrument,  with  tb^ 
Vheel  of  bis.  cart^  or  by  bringing  the  drag  oyer  them< 

28  hrtdLd-corn  is  bruifed :  becaufe  he  will  not 
ever  be^threfhing  it,  nor  break  //  with  the-wheet 
cf  his  cart^  noi;'  bruife  it  with  hiij  horfemen. 

The  inftruftion  that  God  giyeth  to  the  hufband-. 
man,  teaches  him  to  condud  with  prudence  and  fa- 
gacity,  every  thin^  relative  to  the  threfhing  out  of  his 
corns,  and  preparmg  them  for  b^ing  made  into  br^. 
This,  if  I  miftake  not,  is  the  import  of  this  verfib,  on 
which,  after  what  hath  been  already  faid,  it  is  unne- 
ceflary  {o  expatiate.  As  it  would  be  a  wearifpme  and 
endlefs  work  to  be  ever  breaking  and  bruifing  the 
com  that  is  to  be  made  into  bread,  by  the  fame  in- 
ftruments  whereby  it  is  threihed,  it  is  bruifed  and 
grinded  into  meal  or  flour,  at  the  mill  that  is  erefled 
for  this  very  purpofe.  By  this  procefs,  it  is  made 
ready  for  the  ufe  of  man,  and  yields  ^ood  returns  to 
thp  induftrious  flcilful  farmer. 

*  Ifalahxli.  15. 

29  This 
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29  This  alfo  cometh  forth  from  the  Lord 
of  hoils,  which  is  wonderful,  in  counfel,  and 
excellent  in  woridng. 

All  the  good  management  of  the  hufbandman* 
in  his  agricultural  affairs^  beautifully  reprefented  in 
the  preceding  verfes,  is  the  effeS:  of  divine  inftruc- 
tion :  it  proceeds  from  the  Lord  of  hods,  who,  by 
his  wife  providence,  hath  eftablifhed  the  connexion 
and  order  of  all  things  in  heaven  and  in  earth.  It 
cometh  from  him  who  hath  endowed  man  with  rea- 
Ton  and  prudence,  whereby  he  is  enabled  to  conduct 
his  affairs  in  fuch  a  manner,  as  tends  to  promote 
both  the  welfare  of  individuals,  and  of  fociety  at 
large.  Wifdom,  profitable  to  dired,  is  his  rich  do* 
nation,  who  is  wonderful  in  counfelj  and  worthy  to  be, 
adored,  on  account  of  all  the  wife  purpofes  that  he 
hath  formed  and  executed — who  is  alfo  excellent  in 
^working;  fupremely  glorious  in  all  his  difpenfations 
of  providence,  which,  when  contemplated  aright,  by 
an  enlightened  mind,  exhibit  a  jud  emblem  of  that 
beautiful  order  which  is  manifeit  in  the  adminiftra- 
tion  of  the  concerns  of  his  church.  Of  this,  an  ad- 
mirable fpecimen  is  given  in  the  allegory  we  have 
been  confidering.  As  the  hufbandman,  by  the  exer- 
cife  of  reafon,  recoUedion,  and  induflry,  regularly 
carries  forward  the  feveral  operations  in  agriculture, 
according  to  their  inftituted  order,  in  their  proper 
feafon ;  fo  almighty  God^  in  his  infinite  wifdom  and 
prudence,  proceeds  in  dealing  with  his. people:  and 
— comparing  the  latter  with  the  former,  our  admiration 
of  the  depth  of  his  counfels,  and  the  magnificence 
of  his  works,  ought  to  be  excited  and  increafed. 

Let  us  now  confider  the  fpi  ritual  import,  and  chief 
defign  of  this  parable,  of  which  we  have  heard  the 
literal  meaning.  Of  this,  the  prophet  himfelf  fays  no« 
thing,  leaving  the  whole  matter  to  be  invefligated 
from  the  argument  of  the  preceding  prophecy,  the 
analogy,  connection,  and  nature  of  the  fubjed,  of 

which 
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which  he  had  been  dtrcourfing.  Attentive 
great  caution  and  circumfpedion,  are  neceflary,  that 
ve  do  not  injure  the  truth,  or  depart  from  the  inten- 
tion of  the  infpired  witen— — The  peculiar  defign 
of  the  figuratiTe  and  parabdic  ftyle,  is  *to  exhibit  fpi- 
ritual  objects  in  a  clearer  and  more  ftriking  light,  ia 
a  fublimer  and  more  forcible  manner ;  and,  by  adopt* 
ing  this  mode  of  inftrudion,  our  prophet^  under  the 
condud  of  the  Holy  Ghoft,  adds  a  luftre  to  the  moft 
fobliAie,  and  a  foroe  to  the  moft  important  topic  he 
is  now  difcufiing. 

The  fcope  of  this  ele{;;aBt  allegorical  difcoorfe,  is  to 
explain  and  defend  God's  method  of  deafing  with  his 
people,  to  (hew  the  equity  and  wtfdom,  and  to  point 
out  the  end  of  his  providential  difpen&tions  toward 
them,  which  is  fo  often  miftaken  by  erring  morbds. 
in  executing  this  defign,  our  prophet  teaches,  that 
the  reafons  or  grounds  upon  which  divine  providence 
ads  toward  the  church,  are  fimilar  to  thofe  which 
determine  the  prudent  hufbandman  in  managing  his 
tillage.  He  employs,  with  much  ildll  and  cUfcretion, 
various  methods  with  his  farm ;  ploughing,  fmooth- 
ing,  and  fowing  his  land  with  proper  feeds ;  reaping, 
threihing,  and  grinding  the  corn  which  it  produces, 
that  it  may  be  made  into  bread,  in  which  the  whole 
procefs  terminates.  In  like  manner,  God,  the  Fa- 
ther of  our  Lord  Jefus  Chrift,  the  great  HufbandmaD 
of  his  church,  by  the  miniftry  of  his  fervants^  ploughs 
and  breaks  up  the  fallow  ground  of  mens  hearts,  and 
prepares  them,  by  different  means,  for  receiving  the 
feed  to  be  caft  into  them.  He  accurately  obfenres 
times  and  feafons^  the  feveral  conditions  and  capa- 
cities of  thofe  whom  he  takes  under  his  .^pecial  infpec- 
tion,  and  accommodates  his  difpenfations  to  their  cir- 

cumftances. 'The  land  in  tillage,  is  emblematical 

of  the  church  of  God,  to  which  Jehovah  extends  his 
diilinguifhing  care,  and  which,  bj  his  pat>videnoe 
and  fervants,  he  cultivates  and  improves.;  and,  there* 

fore,  they  are  laid  to  he  God's  hufhandry. ^Tte 

ploughing 
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ploughing,  and  breaking  of  the  clods  in  the  field,  re- 
prefent  tbofe  peculiar  works  of  providence  and  grace, 
ix^hereby  the  Mod  High  meliorates  and  fanftifies  the 
minds  of  his  people,  changes  .the  condition  of  their 
hearts,  cuts  up  the  roots  of  vicious  difpofitions,  fub* 
dues  their  rough  and  corrupt  paifions,  fo  that  they* 
are  reftored  to  found  reafon,  and  the  knowledge  of 
themfelves.  Of  this  fort,  are,  convi£kioi|s  of  fin,  and 
divine  judgments  which  give  force  to  thefe  convic- 
tions, which  break  the  obdurate  hearts  of  finners,  and 
prepare  them'  for  bringing  forth  fruit  unto  God. 
The  prudence  of  the  hufbandman,  difplayed  in  fow- 
ing  various  kinds  of  grain,  in  the  fevend  foils  befl: 
adapted  to  them,  fets  torth,  the  infinite  wifdom  of  Je- 
hovah, in  appointing  the  fervants  whom  he  employs^ 
to  fow  the  feed  of  his  word ;  to  adminifter  imtruc- 
tion,  reproof,  exhortation,  and  comfort,  in  every 
proper  feafon,  through  the  different  diftrids  ia 
which  they  labour,  in  a  manner  fuited  to  the  con- 
dition of  thofe  committed  to  their  care*  In  order- 
ing them  to  caft  into  fome  places,  the  word  of  the 
law,  which  concludeth  all  under  fin,  denounces  awful 
threatenings  againft  tranfgreffors,  and  points  out  the 
paths  of  righteoufnefs,  wherein  men  ought  to  walk  ; 
and  into  others,  the  word  of  the  gofpel,  which  pub- 
iiflies  redemption  from  all  iniquity,  promifes  life  and 
falvation,  and  opens  the  joyful  profpefb  of  glory,  ho- 
nour, and  iminortality. ^I'he  feveral  imlruments 

and  modes  of  threfliing,  employed  by  the  hufband- 
;nan,  exhibit  the  various  fevere  methods  fuited  to  the 
circumftances  of  his  people,  whereby  God  feparates 
them  from  the  (Iraw  aiid  the  chaffy  the  ungodly  and 
hypocritical  with  whom  they  are  intermixed,  the  cor- 
ruptions and  vanities  by  which  they  are  blinded* 
Sometimes  he  threflies  them  only  with  a  rod  or  ftaff, 
as  at  the  Babyloniih  captivity,  when  the  Jewiih  people 
were  delivered  from  idolatry.  At  other  times,  thejfy. 
are  bruifed  and  preiTed,  by  a  threfhing  inftrutnent"^ 
or  wheel,  as  they  were  by  the  Romans ;  from  whom 
Vot.  II.  4£  tbey^ 


s^e 
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they  received  a  fcvere  threfhing^  at  the  time  of  har- 
veft,  when  the  Lord  purged  his  floor^  gathered  his 
wheat  into  his  gamer,  and  confumed  the  cka£ 

To  conclude,  if  he  that  plougheth  the  ground,  and 
threiheth  the  corn,  is  indebted  to  the  Lord  of  hofts, 
who  is  wonderful  in  couiifel,  and  excellent  in  work** 
ing,  for  wifdom  and  difcretion  to  ntanage  his  affairs, 
how  much  more  need  have  we  to  be  divinely  taught 
the  fpiritual  exercifes  of  breetking  up  the  fallow 
ground  of  our  hearts,  and  of  fowing  in  righteoufnefs, 
that  we  may  reap  in  mercy  ?  Deeply  feniibfe  that  we 
iteed  wifdom  to  condud  our  fpirituat  concerns,  let  us 
betake  ourfelves  to*  earned  fupplication,  which  is  the 
inftituted  mean  of  obtaining  this  ineftimable  bleffing 
from  the  Father  of  lights.  For  our  encouragement, 
let  us  be  firmly  perfuaded  of  this  comfortable  truth, 
that  God  giveth  unto  all  men  liberally,  and  opbraidetb 
fiot»  Solomon  aflced  wifdom  from  God ;  and  he  gave 
htm  wifdomy  and  riches,  and  honour..  Abraham 
aiked  of  him  a  fon ;  and  God  gave  hrm  pofterity,  in 
number,  as  the  ftars  of  heaven.  The  debtor,  of  whom 
our  Saviour  fpeaks^  requelled  forbearance  for  a  Kttk ; 
and  the  mafter  generouffy  forgave  the  whole  debt. 
The  apoftle  Paul  befought  the  Lord,  that  the  meflen- 
ger  of  Satan  might  depart  from  him ;  and  he  received 
tor  anfwer.  My  grace  is  fufficient  for  thee,  for  my 
ftrength  is  made  perfeft  in  weaknefs%  '  Aik  then, 
^  and  it  (hall  be  given  you :  feck,  and  ye  (hall  find : 

*  knock,  and  it  mall  be  opened  unto  you.  For  every 
^  one  that  a&eth,  receiveth  ;  and  he  that  feeketht 
^  findeth ;   and  to  him  that  knocketh,  it  (ball  be 

*  opened*.* 

*  Matth,  vu.  7^  8, 
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nPHIS  chapter  contains  another  fedion  of  the  fe- 
-^  cond  difcourie,  recorded  in  the  third  part  of 
ihefe  prophecies.  The  infpired  prophet,  addref&ng 
himfelf  chie6y  to  the  inhabitants  of  Jerufalem,  under 
the  myftical  name  of  Arie},  foretels  the  great  calami-r 
ties  which,  in  procefs  of  time,  were  to  be  inflided 
upon  that  city ;  and  to  commence  with  the  expedi- 
tion of  Sennacherib,  king  of  Aflyria,  into  Judea.  He 
labours  to  convince  them  of  their  infenfibility  as  to 
divine  difpenfations,  and  their  ignorance  of  the  true 
flo&rine  of  falvation,  on  account  of  ivbich  he  denoun* 
ces  againft  them  the  terrible  judgments,  of  the  Al- 
mighty. Notwithftanding,  he  declares,  that .  the 
church  of  God  fhould  not  be  left  in  a  deftitute  for- 
k>rn  condition,  the  time  being  faft  approaching,  when 
great  revolutions^  were  to  be  accpmpliihed  in  the 
world ;  the  difobedient  Jewifh  people  being  rejedled, 
the  Gentiles,  who  had  been  hitherto  involved.  iPc  dark* 
nefs,  were  to  be  illuminated  by  the  knowledge  of  the 
truth,  and  to  manifeft  themfelves  to  be  the  tme^  fpi- 
rifual  children  of  Abraham.  Thefe  predi&ioniS  are 
inte]:fpecfed  with  fome  important  truths,  and. previous 
proc^es,  intended  for  the  coofolation  of  tke  godly.-— 
This  portion  of  the  difcourfe  feems  to  have  beeo,prin« 
eipaily  intended,  to  coQvijiQe  the  Jews  of  th^ii^  unac- 
quaintednefs  with  the  ways  of  God,  their  cori^ption 
of  diving  truths,  and  their  deteftable  hypocrify,  by 
which,  under  the  vail  of  external  profeilipn  of  relir 
gion,  they  covered  the  mpft  enorn^ous  crimes.  The 
prophet,  therefore^  brijigs  forth  to  view,  their  grofs 
impiety,  which  he  iharply  reproves ;.  and  (bewjs  them, 
what  would  be  the  confequences  of  their  fatal  ftupi- 
dity  and  corruption,  which  would  inevitably  expofe 

ihem  to  temporal  and  fpiritpal  judgments. The 

prophecy  begins  with  denouncing  the  tejnporal  cala? 

mities. 
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mities  which  were  to  befal  the  inhabitants  of  Jero^ 
lem,  on^  account  of  their  hypocrify^  pride,  and  other 
fins,  vcr.  I. — 4-  It  proceeds  to  give  an  admirable 
defcription  of  the  terrible  overthrow  of  Sennacberib's^ 
army,  that  befieged  Jerufalem,  and  to  fticw  the 
greatnefs  and  fuddennefs  of  that  aftonifhing  event, 
ven  5« — 8.  This  is  followed  with  predi£iioBs  of  the 
various  fpiritual  judgments  whereby  the  people  of  Ju-. 
dea  were  to  be  vifited,  alid  the  lamentable  confe-^ 
quences  with  which  they  were  to  be  accompanied^ 
ver.  lo, — 17.  It  concludes,  with  obfcurely  foretelling 
the  call  of  nie  Gentiles,  who,  for  a  long  period  of 
time,  had  been  walking  ia  darkness,  to  the  knowledge 
and  worfhip  of  the  only  true  God,  and  the  happy  e& 
fe£ts  with  which  that  great  event  was  to  be  attend^i 
ver.  i8.— ^24« 


■>■  I 


CHAR  XXIX. 

WO  to  Ariel,  to  Ariel  the  city  where  David 
dwek :  add  ye  year  to  year  j  let  then* 
kill  facrifices. 

This  prophecy  commences  with  a  general  denun- 
ciation of  mifery  and  wo  againlt  Jerufalem,  here  fpo- 
ken  of  by  the  name  of  Ariel.  From  the  whole  pro* 
phecy ,  it  appears,  that  the  metropolis  of  Judea  was 
intended  by  this  defcription,  though  its  meaning 
feems  obfcure  and  doubtful.  Some  have  fuppofed, 
that  this  name  fignifies  the  lion  of  God;  and  that  it 
was  applied  to  Jerufalem,  to  intimate  the  uncommon 
flrength  of  that  city,  which,  for  a  long  period,  had 
withftood  the  aflaults  of  its  many  powerful  enemies. 
Some  have  been  of  opinion,  that  this  delignatioh  is 
compounded  of  two  words,  which  denote  the^r^  ef 
God;^  and  tliat  the  capital  of  Judea  was  fo  called, 
from  the  hearth  of  the  great  altar  of  burnt-offerings, 

whereon 
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vhereon  the  facrifices  were  confumed.  Others  have 
conje^red,  that  the  name  is  made  up  of  two  words, 
iignifying  tlie  mounSain  of  God ;  and  that  it  was  giveii 
to  Jerufalem,  becai^fe  it  was  (ituated  upon  mount  Zion,, 
which  God  had  chofen  for  his  habitation.  I  pretend 
not  to  d^ermine  which  of  tbefe  fuppoHtions  is  bed 
founded,  and  ought  to  be  preferred.  Each  of  them 
(eems  plaufibte  and  natural.—^ — ^The  following  de- 
scription cleairly  determines  the  place  of  which  our 
prophet  here  fpeaks :  The  city  where  David  dwelif 
Sacred  hiftory  informs  us,  ^  That  David,  king  of 

*  Ifrael,  took  the  ftrong  hold  of  Zion  (the  fortiiica- 
^  tion  ereded  by  th^  Jebufites,  on  the  fummit  of  that 
^  moui\tain) ;  the  fame  is  the  city  of  David  *.'  In  this 
place,  that  renowned  warrior  took  up  his  refidence ; 
for  it  is  written,  ^  David  dwelt  in  the  caftle,  therefore 

*  they  called  it.  The  city  of  David  f  .*  Though  this 
fortrefs  was  undoubtedly  the  ftrongeft  and  bed  de- 
fended part  of  the  city  Jerufalem,  efteemed  the^  molt 
impregnable,  and  unlikely  to  fuifer  from  the  aflault»' 
of  enemies,  yet  againft  this  citadel,  our  prophet  de- 
pounces  mifery,  wo,  and  defolation. 

jidd  ye  year  to  year;  let  them  kill facrifices.  Th6 
import  of  thefe  words  is  (hortly  this :  Ye  profane  and 
hypocritical  people,  who  fooliflily  imagine,  that,  by 
continuing  to  perform  external  rites,  by  celebrating 
your  folemn  feftivals,  and  offering  great  numbers  of 
facrifices,  ye  can  appeafe  the  divine  difpleafure — ^go 
on,  from  one  year  to  another,  as  ye  now  do,  in  dif- 
charging  thefe  outward  ads  of  homage  to  God — ^but 
know,  that  ye  (hall  never  conciliate  the  favour  of  Je- 
hovah by  fuch  formal  fuperficial  fei- vices ;  that  whilft 
ye  indulge  in  deteftable  hypocrify,  and  remain  deftr- 
tute  of  faith,  and  love  to  God,  ye  (hall  not  efcape 
thefe  threatened  deferved  calamities,  which  (hall  ter- 
minate in  the  overthrow  of  your  ftate,  city,  and 
temple>        How  abfurd  to  imagine,  that  God,  who 

*  2  Sam.  V.  7«  f  i  Chron.  xu  7. 
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IS'  a  Spirit,  coi^ld  be  pleafed  with  facriiice6,  on  any 
pther  account  than  as  they  were  fymbolical  of  fomc 
holy  facrifice,  really  propitiatory,  and  acceptable  in 
his  fight ;  and  tp  think  to  pleafe  God  by  an  external, 
without  an  internal  fervice,  or  by  any  ofering,  with* 
Out  fpecial  reference  to  Jefus  Chrift  \ 

2  Yet  I  will  diftrefs  Ariel,  and  there  (hall  be^ 
heavinefs  and  forrow;  ^nd  it  (hall  be  umo  oxjq 
a5.  Ariel,  ^ 

m 

*  » 

Notwithftandlng  of  thefe  outward,  eisprefEoas  of 
refpe£t,'  God  declares,  that  he  would  diftrefs,  or,  a:i 
the  Hebrew  word  denotes,  he  would  hem  in  Jerufar 
lem  on  every  ii.de,  fo.that  the  city  ihould  be  entirely 
overpowered  by  its  enemies  \  and,  by  means  of  the 
fword,  famine,  and  peftilence,  its  inhabiiaiits  wer^ 
to  be  reduced  to  the  greateft  ftraits,  and  to  fuftain 
the  mod  complicated  afflidion«<«Tn — A  fid  there  JhaU  be 
heavinefs  and  forrowy  which  are  the  i^ktural  QQ|if& 
<}uences  of  great  diftrefs^  The  tenlble  cal^tjciibies  to 
which  they  were  to  be  expofed,  the  fevers  ireproaches 
with  which  they  were  to  be  loaded,  the  extreme  diC- 
grace  with  which  they  were  to  be  treated,  and  thi^ 
moving  fpe^acles  that  were  every  where  to  be  exhi- 
bited, would  all  unite,  to  augment  their  vexation  and 
grief.  The  prophet  Jeremiah,  t^ierefore,  introduces 
the  citizens  of  Zion,  deploring  the  miferies  of  their 
condition,  in  thefe  pathetic  terms ;  '  He  poured  out 
^*  his  fury  like  fire.  The  Lord  was  as  an  enemy : 
^  he  hath  fwallowed  up  Ifrael,  he  hath  fwallowed  up 

*  all  her  palaces :  he  hath  deftroyed  his  ftrong  holds, 
^  and  hath  increafed  in  the  daughter  of  Judah  mourn- 

*  ing  and  lamentation  ••* And  it  jhall  be  unto  me 

as  Ariel ;  even  as  the  hearth  of  the  great  altar  of 
burnt-offerings,  whereupon  the  facriiices  were  con- 
fumed.    The  daughter  of  the  inmienfe  number  of 

♦  L«m.  li.  4,  5. 
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iridims  which  were  there  offered  unto  God,  afforded 
a  fymbolical  reprefentation  of  the  vaft  nitihitudes  of 
wicked,  hypocritical,  and  incorrigible  Jews,  who 
were  to  be  flain  in  the  city  of  David,  by  the  hands  of 
their  enemies,  when  the  fire  of  divine  wrath  brok^ 
out  againft  them.  Then  the  human  facrifices,  which 
were  to  be  made  from  among  them,  by  the  fword  of 
their  adverfaries,  were,  in  number,  to  be  like  the 
multitude  of  living  creatures  that  had  been  (Iain,  for 
offerings  to  the  Moft  High.  This,  I  fuppofe,  is  the 
import  of  the  peculiar  expreifion  now  before  us; 
which  fuggefls  the  ufeful  reflexion,  that  people^s 
puntihment  (hall  be  proportioned  to  the  fins  they 
have  committed. 

« 

3  And  I  will  camp  againft  thee  round  about, 
^jxd  will  lay  fiege  againft  thee  with  a  mounts 
and  I  will  raife  forts  againft  thee. 

In  this  and  the  following  verfe,  the  preceding  pre- 
didion  is  illuftrated  and  explained.  The  prophet  had 
foretold,  that  Jerufalem  was  to  be  diftreffed,  and  en« 
compaffed  by  enemies ;  and  now  he  more  particularly 
points  out,  the  feveral  (leps  by  which  they  would  carry 

on  their  hoftile  operations. Jnd  I  will  camp  againji 

thee  round  about.  The  armies  which  God  was  to  fend 
againft  that  city,  were  firft  to  furround  it,  and  to  en- 
camp againft  it  on  every  fide,  that  they  might  the 
more  effedually  accpmplifli  the  end  they  had  in 
view. — '—It  is  next  added,  /  a///  layjtege  again/i  thee 
with  a  mount.  They  were  to  raife  ramparts,  or  bul- 
warks, from  whence  they  might  annoy  thq  fecure  in- 
habitants, who  trufted  to  the  ftrength  of  their 
fortifications.— —-i^wrf  /  ivill  raife  forts  againji  thee  ; 
towers  and  fortreflfes,  by  which  they  might  be  affift- 
ed  in  fuccefsfully  affaulting  the  city,  and  attackiug  it 
at  once,  from  different  quarters.  All  thefe  operationSt 
notwithflanding  they  were  to  be  carried  into  execu- 
tion by  the  adverfaries  of  Jerufalem,  God  appropriates 

to 
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to  himfelf.  The  AiTyrtans  and  Romans,  'who  were 
to  be  the  a&ive  inftruments  of  peiforming  this  fenrkey 
are  not  fo  much  as  mentioned.  The  whole  work  is 
attributed  to  Jehovah,  who,  by  claiming  it  as  his 
peculiar  prerogative,  inculcates  the  important  truth, 
which  is  every  where  implicitly  or  exprefsly  affirmed 
in  fcripture.  That  all  events,  whether  profperous  at 
advdrfe,  depend  entirely  upon  God.  Without  him, 
neither  Chaldeans  nor  Romans  could  have  effe£hiated 
any  thing.  He  forms  the  light,  and  creates  dark<> 
nefs :  he  makes  peace,  and  creates  evil.    I,  the  Lord 

(faith  he),  do  all  thefe  things. ^The  various  effcnts 

made  by  the  enemies  of  Jerufalem,  were  to  be  ac- 
companied vtdth  fuccefs,  as  is  plainly  intimated  in 
verfe 

4  And  thou  (halt  be  brought  down,  afuHhak 
Jpeak  out  of  the  ground,  and  thy  fpeech  fhall  be 
low  out  of  the  duft,  and  thy  voice  fhall  be  as  of 
one  that  hath  a  familiar  fpirit,  out  of  the  ground, 
and  thy  fpeech  fhall  whifper  out  of  the  duft  ^ 

Thefe  words  fufEciently  intimate,  that  the  inha- 
bitants of  Jcrufalem  were  to  be  fo  greatly  didrelTed 
by  their  enemies,  that  they  would  hide  themfelves  in 
caves  and  fubterraneous  places,  and  therefore  they 
might  be  faid  to  fpea^  out  of  the  ground.  The  ex- 
preilion  plainly  alludes  to  the  practice  of  wizards, 
and  of  thofe  who  had  familiar  fpirits,  that  were  ac- 
cuftomed  to  deliver  their  anfwers  to  the  deluded 
people  who  confulted  them,  in  a  low  hoarfe  tone  of 
voice.  In  this  manner,  the  diftreiTed  citizens  of  Jc- 
rufalem, reduced  to  the  greated  ftraits,  converfing 
with  each  other,  and  fupplicating  mercy  from  vi&o- 
rious  enemies,  were  to  fpeak  with  a  feeble  and  rough 
voice.  In  the  time  of  profperity,  they  were  haughty 
and  infolent :  ^  They  lifted  up  their  norn  on  high, 
^  and  fpake  with  a  (liiF  neck  ^.*    But  as  people's 

♦  Pfal.  Ixx9.  5. 
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voice  often  lifes  and  falls  with  their  fpirits,  ftrength, 
and  other  circumftances/fo  the  ftrength  of  the  inha- 
bitants of  Jerufalem  being  exhaufted,  and  their  minds 
enfeebled,  they  were  to  (peak,  not.  with  vigour  and 
elevation  of  voice,  but  in  the  weak  and  pitiful  man-* 
ner  which  is  largely  defcribed  in  the  words  before  us. 

The  prophecy  contained  in  this  and  the  three  preced- 
ing verfes,  was  in  feme  meafure  fulfilled;  not  long  af- 
ter its  delivety,  by  Sennacherib,  king  of  Aflfyria,  who 
laid  fiege  to  Jerufalem.  Though  the  prophet  doiibt- 
lefs  had  fome  refped  to  that  event,  yet  it  is  certain, 
from  the  hiftory  he  has  given  of  it,  that  he  looked 
beyond  that  period,  to  another  and  more  dreadful  ca^ 
lamity.  The  AiTyrian  forces  under  Sennacherib,  noN 
withftanding  they  invefted  that  city,  do  not  appear  to 
have  fMrrounded  it  on  every  fide,  to  have  caft  a  trench 
about  it,  nor  to  have  built  towers,  from  whence  they 
might  annoy  the  inhabitants.  The  fiege  of  the  city 
hj  the  Chaldeans,  though  not  attended  with  all  the 
circumftances  here  mentioned,  more  fiiUy  accom- 
ptifhed  thefe  predidtions }  whilll  the  aflfault  and  con- 
queft  of  the  city  by  the  Romans,  fulfilled  them  in 
every  article,  as  might  be  ihewn  from  the  hiftory  of 
Jofephus,  who  relates  the  exad  completion  of  the 
prophecy.  Thofe  who  wifii  to  compare  it  with  the 
correfponding  events  to  which  it  alluded,  may  con- 
fute Jofephus'  Hiftory  of  the  Wars  of  the  Jews, 
book  vii.  chap.  xvL  xvii.  and  xx.  That  hiftorian 
particularly  mentions,  that  Htus  built  a  wall  about 
the  city  Jerufalem,  of  thirty-nine  furlongs  in  length, 
with  thirteen  forts  in  it;  by  means  of  which,  the 
people  were  pent  up  in  the  city,  famifhed,  and  re- 
duced to  inexpreffible  diftrefs.  This  dreadful  cala- 
mity, the  total  overthrow  of  the  city  and  temple,  that 
belonged  to  thofe  who,  for  a  long  period,  were  ho- 
noured with  the  charafter  of  the  people  of  God,  muft 
be  attributed,  as  the  fcriptures  affirm,  to  their  fins 
againft  the  holy  One  of  Ifrael.  The  prophet  Jeremiah 
exprefsly  declares,  that  the  calamities  which  befel  them. 

Vol.  11.  4  F  were 
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were  inflided,  *  becaufe  their  land  was  filled  with  fin 

*  againft  the  holy  One  of  Ifrael  *.^  And  the  apdlle 
Paul  clearly  ftates  the  matter  in  the  following  words : 
^  Becaufe  they  killed  the  Lord  Jefus,  and  thdr  own 
5  prophets,  and  perfecuted  the  apoftles,  therefore 

*  the  wrath  of  ^  God  came  upon  them  to  the  utter- 

*  mod  f .' ^This  information  conveys  to  us  a  lef- 

fon,  which  we  ought  never  to  forget ;  namely^  that 
after  God  hath  for  a  long  time  admoniflied  people  of 
their  fm  and  danger,  and  invited  them  to  throw  down 
the  weapons  of  their  rebellion,  and  to  be  at  peace 
with  him,  if  they  (lill  perfift  in  their  trefpaffes,  he 
will  execute  upon  them  his  awful  righteous  ven- 
geance. Diligently  attend  to  this  impc^tant  truth, 
and  live  under  its  praftical  influence. 

5  Moreover,  the  multitude  of  thy  ftrangers 
ihsdl  be  like  fmall  duft,  and  the  multitiide'  of  the 
terrible  ones  Jball  be  as  chaff  that  pafleth  away ; 
yea,  it  fhall  be  at  art  inftant  fuddenly. 

This  and  the  (ixth  verfe,  contains  an  admirable  de« 
fcription  of  the  deftru£tion  of  Sennacherib's  army,  that 
befieged  Jerufalem.  It  is  adorned  by  a  variety  of  beau- 
tiful images,  intended  to  (hew  the  greatnefs  and  fud- 
dennefs  of  that  dreadful  event,  and  the  means  whereby 
it  was  to  be  effe&ed.  The  vaft  multitude,  and  the  very 
fudden  overthrow  of  the  Afiyrians,  who  are  denomi- 
nated ftrangers,  and  terrible  ones,  is  illuftrated  ^y  two 
fimilitudes.  Firft,  They  were,  in  numbers,  to  be  as 
the  fmall  duft.  The  duft  of  the  earth,  and  the  fand  of 
the  fea,  are  employed  in  fcripture,  to  denote  great 
numbers  of  people.  The  prorioife  that  God  gave  (a 
Abraham,  of  a  numerous  pofterity,  was  exprefled  in 
thefe  words :  ^  I  will  multiply  thy  feed  as  the  duft  of 
^  the  earth  |.'  Concerning  that  great  people,  Balaam 
thus  fpake :  ^  Who  can  count  the  duft  of  Jacob,  and 

*  Jen  li,  5.        f  I  Thcff.  iu  15,  16.        J  Geo.  xiii.  16. 
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^  the  number  of  the  fourth  part  of  Ifrael  *  ?'  And  in 
this  verfe,  it  is  foretold,  that  the  multitude  of  their 
ftrangers  fliall  be  like  the  fmall  duft,  which  cannot 
be  numbered.— *-^Secondly,  Thefe  terrible  ones  are 
compared  to  the  chaff  that  paffeth  away  before  the 
wind,  no  perfon  knows  where,  and  which  cannot  be 
again  gathered  together.  All  human  power,  however 
great  and  colle&ed,  is  as  unable  to  refift  the  judg- 
ments of  God,  as  the  chaff  is  to  oppofe  the  tempeu. 
Wicked  men  may  flatter  themfelves  with  the  thoughts 
of  their  importance  and  ftrength ;  but  the  truth  is, 
however  terrible  they  may  appear,  they  fliall  flee  away 

as  the  chaff  driven  by  the  wind. Tea,  itjhall  be  at 

an  injlant  Suddenly.  The  event  of  which  the  prophet 
fpeaks,  is,  I  fuppofe,  the  overthrow  of  Sennacfaerib's 
army,  which  invefted  Jeruialem.  This  deftru&ion, 
he  foretels,  was  to  be  at  an  inftant  fuddenly,  without 
any  previous  intimation :  it  was  to  be  executed  with 
violence,  all  at  once,  and  not  to  b&  a  work  of  any 
continuance.  In  this  hafty  and  unexpefbed  manner, 
the  firft-born  in  all  the  land  of  Egypt  were  flain ;  and 
the  multitude  of  the  Affyrian  arujiy  was  cut  off  by  the 
angel  of  the  Lord,  who,  ia  onoi:  night,  flew  18^, poo 
of  thenu 

6  Tliou  (halt  be  vifited  of  the  Lord  of  hods 
with  thunder,  and  with  earthquake,  and  great 
noife,  with  ftorm  and  tempeft,  and  the  flame  of 
devouring  fire. 

The  prophet  proceeds,  in  this  verfe,  to  dechre  in 
what  manner  the  prediAed  awful  judgment  was  to  be 
executed.— -^The  vifitation  of  the  Lord  of  hofts, 
here  threatened,  is  unqueftionably  a  vifitation  in  righ- 
teoufnefs  and  wrath,  thai  he  might  punifli  the  Any- 
rians  for  their  pride,  their  daring  prefumption,  and 
other  iniquities.     It  was  to  be  accompanied  with 

*  Numb,  xxiii.  lo. 
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diunder,  the  dreadfiil  Toice  of  God's  esoceUenqr^ 
iriiereby  he  would  manifeft  hb  majeft^r^  power,  and 
prefisnce,  and  exdte  ia  men  profound  reverence  and 
liibmiiSon.  Terrible  judgments^  that  have  been  in> 
fli&ed  upon  the  enemies  of  God's  people,  have  been, 
in  many  inftances,  attended  with. the  thunder  of  his 
pewo**  ^  When  Mofes  ftretched  forth  his  band  to- 
^  ward  heaven,  the  Lord  fent  thunder  and  haii  upon 
^  the  Egyptians  *•  When  the  Philiftines  drew  near 
^  to  battle  againft  Ifrael,  the  Lord  thundered  with  a 
^  great  thunder  upon  the  Philiftines,  and  difcomfited 
^  them  f  4'  When  David  obtained  complete  vifiory 
over  his  enemies,  ^  the  Lord  thundered  in  the  heavens, 
^  and  the  Higfaeft  gave  his  voice  ^/  In  like  manner, 
when  the  Lord  vifited  the  multitude  of  the  terrible 
ones,  it  was  with  thunder— —>fiu/  with  earibquake. 
This  was  another  dreadful  effe&  of  the  awful  jm^ 
ience,  and  divine  difpteafure  of  the  Aimigbty ;  ano- 
ther tremendous  judgment,  wherewith  the  inveterate 
enemies  of  his  people  were  to  be  vifited,  and  many  of 
them  to  be  deftroyed. jind  wit  A  great  noifey  pro- 
ceeding from  the  thunder  rolling  along  the  heavens, 
the  ^{baking  of  the  earth,  and  the  very  alsmning 
confequences  wherewith  thefe  events  were  to  be  at- 
tended.——^i/i&  ^orm  and  iempeft^  and  the  flame  of 
devouring  fire.  Univerial  nature  is  reprefented  as 
feeling  the  eflfefts  of  its  Sovereign's  difpleafure ;  and 
all  the  elements  are  in  motion,  to  aflifl  in  the  execu- 
tion of  thofe  terrible  things  in  righteoufnefs,  which 
men  looked  not  for.  The  thunder  utters  its  tremen- 
dous  voice;  the  lightenings  burfl^forth  from  the 
clouds,  and  run  along  the  ground ;  the  earth  fhakes 
to  its  foundations,  and  the  ftormy  tempeft  flies,  to  be 
the  executioners  of  almighty  vengeance*  Thefe  were 
probably  the  means  employed  by  the  angel  of  the 
Lord,  in  that  terrible  flaughter  which  he  made  in  the 
Aflyriw  camp,        God  ufes  whatever  inAruments 

*  Exod,  ix.  23.        t  I  Sam.  vii.  xo.        %  Pfal.  zviiL  jj. 
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he  fees  proper,  in  falfiUtng  his  pleafure :  all  the  cresh 
tures  are  his  fervants ;  and  when  he  fends  forth  his 
conunandraent  upon  earth,  his  word  runneth  very 
fwifdy.  He  does  not  employ  them,  becaufe  he  can* 
not  work  fo  eafily  or  e£FeduaIIy  without  them :  but 
to  (hew,  that  they  are  his  fervants,  and  entirely  at  his 
difpcrfal ;  and  that  he  can  make  them  either  the  mi- 
niilers  of  mercy,  or  of  judgment,  as  feemeth  good  in 
his  iight. 

7  ^  And  the  multitude  of  all  the  nations  that 
fight  againll  Ariel,  even  all  that  fight  againfl  her 
and  her  munition,  aivl  that  diftrefs  her,  fhall  be 
as  a  dream  of  a  night-vifion. 

In  this  and  the  eighth  verfe,  the  prophet  beautifully 
defcribes,  in  an  elegant  parable,  the  miferable  condi- 
tion, and  certain  difappointment,  that  fhall  attend  the 
enemies  of  God*s  people,  in  their  foolifh  attempts  to 
deflroy  his  inheriunce. ^The  city  Jerufalem,  in- 
tended by  the  name  Ariel,  was  a  type  of  the  church 
of  God  in  following  ages ;  and  under  this  figurative 
defcription,  it  is  often  mentioned  in  the  prophetic 
writings.  Notwithflanding  the  hazardous  and  un- 
Aiccefsful  attempt  of  Sennacherib,  king  of  Aflyria, 
againfl  that  city,  and  the  terrible  vifitation  made  upon 
his  army,  multitudes  of  many  nations  would  yet  pre* 
fume  to  fight  againfl  her,  and  her  munition,  the  Al- 
mighty, who  is  the  refuge  and  fortrefs  of  his  people. 
What  then  fhall  be  their  fate  ?  Shall  the  enemies  of 
that  city,  or  rather  of  the  church,  which  it  prefigured, 
who  may,  in  after-times,  endeavour  to  overthrow  it, 
and  to  realize  their  delufive  dreams  of  conquell  and 
riches,  fhall  they  efcape  with  impunity  ?  In  reply,  it 
is  affirmed,  that  they  Jhall  be  as  a  dream  of  a  nighu 
vifion.  Expreffions  of  this  kind  frequently  occur  in 
the  fiicred  writings^  wherein  one  thing  is  put  for  ano- 
ther ;  the  caufe  for  the  effed,  the  fubje£t  for  the  ad- 
jun&,  the  circumftance  or  quality  belonging  to  it. 

You 
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You  will  find  a  ftriking  inftance  in  the  parabk,  where 
our  Lord  faith,  *  The  kingdom  of  heaven  is  like 
^  unto  a  merchant-man  feeking  goodly  peark*/ 
Though  the  refemblance  is  ftated,  as  ilF  exifting  be- 
tween the  kingdom  of  heaven  and  the  merchant,  yet 
the  comparifon  is  intended*  to  be  made  chiefly  be* 
tween  the  kingdom  of  heaven,  which  is  poflefled  of 
unrivalled  worth  and  excellence,  and  a  pearl  of  im- 
menfe  value,  which  in  order  to  purchafe,  the  mer^ 
chant  fold  all  that  he  bad.  In  like  manner,  when,  in 
this  prophecy,  it  is  declared,  that  the  numerous  ene- 
mies of  the  people  of  God  (hall  be  as  a  dream  of  a 
night-vifion,  the  meaning  is,  that  they  fliatl  be  re- 
duced to  a  condition  refembling  that  of  a  perfon  who 
dreameth.  All  the  imaginary  fchemes,  and  iboli& 
ptojeds,  that  they  have  formed,  ftiall  fud^ealy  Tanifli, 
and  be  certainly  fruftrated.  The  vifionary  fcenes, 
and  delufive  hopes,  with  which  they  have  amufed 
themfelves,  and  purfued  with  the  greateft  avidity, 
fhall  flee  away  as  a  vifion  which  one  thought  that  he 
faw  in  his  ileep,  and  that  quickly  difappea^s  on  h»5 
being  awakened*    . 

8  It  fhall  even  be  as  when  a  hungry  ma» 
dreameth,  and  behold,  he  eateth ;  but  he  awak* 
eth,  and  his  foul  is  empty :  or  as  when  a  thirfty 
man  dreameth,  and  behold,  he  drinketh;  but 
he  awaketh,  and  behold,  be  is  faint,  and  his 
foul  hath  appetite :  fo  (hall  the  multitude  of  all 
the  nations  be  that  fight  againfl  mount  Zion. 

The  fubieft  is  continued,  and  is  finely  illuftrated 

by  a  beautiful  flmilitude. ^The  hungry  and  thirfty 

man,  fpoken  of  in  this  parable,  represents  the  multi- 
tude of  them  who  fight  againfl  Zion,  who  are  devoid 
of  every  thing  that  is  truly  good,  diflfatisfied  with 
what  they  enjoy,  and  eagerly  folicitous  to  gratify 
their  keen  defires  of  devouring  the  people  of  the 

*  Matth.  xiii.  45. 
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Mod  High.  Dirpleafed  with  what  they  poflfefs,  invi* 
dious  of  the  happier  condition  of  God's  fervants, 
they  are  extremely  anxious  to  have  their  iuit  after 
conqueft  and  opulence  indulged,  and  to  attain  the 
enjoyment  of  thofe  obje£ls  which  are  fuited  to  gratify 

their  vicious  appetites. This  hungry  man  dream^ 

€th,  and  behold^  he  eateths  &c.  He  imagines,  that 
he  is  in  circumftances  fuited  to  his  wiihei,  that  he 
faath  plenty  of  excellent  food  to  fatisfy  his  hunger. 
The  thirfty  man  thinks,  that  he  hath  abundance  of 
refrefliing  drink  to  quench  his  third.  Each  of  them, 
-pleafed  for  a  little  vrith  this  agreeable  deception,  ex- 
hibits a  juft  image  of  the  ad  verfaries  of  the  church, 
who  are  exceedingly  fond  to  enjoy  the  objeds  ojp 
their  wifiies ;  and,  for  a  feafon,  entertain  the  delu- 
fivc  hopes,  that  they  fliall  certainly  pofTefs  them. 
But  he  awakethj  and  his  foul  is  empty,  &c.  The 
awakening  of  the  perfon  that  dreamed,  from  his  illu- 
iion,  to  perceive  his  miftake,  and  to  feel  his  difap- 
pointment,  prelents  a  lively  emblem  of  the  enemies 
of  God's  people,  who,  employed  in  the  imaginary 
gratification  of  their  appetites,  foon  find,  in  their  fad 
experience,  that  the  fcene  with  which  they  were 
pleafed,  had  no  exiftence  but  in  their  own  fancies ; 
that  they  have  been  difquieted  in  vain,  and  grafping 
at  (hadows.  After  having  exulted  for  a  while  in 
vifionary  projeds,  they  are  racked  with  anxiety,  and 

filled  with  difappointment. So  Jhall  the  multitude 

of  all  the'nations  be,  &c.  The  poor  man  that  dream- 
eth  ef  gold,  when  he  awaketh,  his  purfe  is  empty : 
the  priloner  that  dreameth  of  liberty,  when  he  awak- 
eth,  findeth  himfelf  in  confinement :  the  hungry  man 
who  dreameth  that  he  eateth,  when  he  awaketh,  his 
foul  is  empty :  the  thirfty  man  who  dreameth  that  he 
drinketh,  when  he  awaketh,  his  foul  is  faint.  Perfons 
10  thefe  feveral  circumftances,  afford  a  juft  repre- 
fentation  of  the  miferable  difappointed  condition  of 
wicked  men,  who  z6t  in  hoftility  againft  the  people 
^  God.    They  often  itnagine  a  vain  thing ;  they  de- 

vifc 
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Vife  fooliih  devices;  they  take  counfel  againft  the 
Lord,  and  againft  bis  Anointed :  but  they  foon  find 
ta  their  aftonifhment,  that  all  their  proje&s  were  only 
fo  many  deluiive  images,  which  are  quickly  effaced, 
like  characters  drawn  upon  the  (and ;  and  foon  dif« 
appear,  like  a  dream  or  night-vifion,  leaving  no  traces 
behind  them. 

By  this  (hort  and  elegant  parable,  we  are  taught  the 
unfatisfying  and  tranfitory  nature  of  the  profperity 
enjoyed  by  wicked  men.  It  is  only  a  ihadow,  that 
foon  pafletb  away,  of  what  is  fubftantial  and  defir- 
able.  The  imaginary  joys  that  it  excited,  are  quickly 
fucceeded  by  real  forrows,  and  di£igreeable  impref- 
fions  refulting  from  blafted  hopes.  Difappointed  ex* 
pe£hitions  often  give  rife  to  as  great  diftrefs,  as  the 
lofs  of  what  we  adually  enjoyed.  Men,  after  they 
have  difcovered  their  miftaKe,  become  'miferable,  in 
proportion  to  the  happinefs  they  thought  that  they 
had  attained.  How  beautifully,  how  forcibly,  is  this 
important  truth  inculcated,  by  the  very  ftrikmg  fimi- 
iitude  which  we  have  been  confidering !  Such  a  ftale 
of  delufion  is  the  (late  of  the  enemies  of  God's  people, 
fo  vain,  fo  incoherent,  fo  fleeting,  are  their  fooliih 
proje£ts  and  defigns ;  and  thus  uncertain  is  their  pro- 

fperous  condition. ^This  parable  was  remarkably 

verified  in  the  Chaldeans  and  Romans,  who  fought 
againft  mount  Zion,  and  labourefl  to  overturn  the 
Jewifh  ftate,  city,  and  temple.  Such  was  the  infolent 
language  which  they  uttered  againft  Jeru(alem :  *  Aha, 
'  (he  is  broken  that  was  the  gates  of  the  people ;  (he 
'  is  turned  unto  me ;  I  (hall  be  repleni(hed,  now  (he 

*  is  laid  wafte  ^.  Where  is  the  Lord  thy  God  ?  mine 
'  eyes  (hall  behold  her:  now  (hall  (he  be  trodden  down 

*  as  the  mire  of  the  (treets  f^'  WhiKt  they  dreamed 
of  victory,  all  their  expectations  were  ftuftrated; 

*  and  Jeruialem  was  found  to  be  a  burdenfome  (lone 
^  for  all  people :  all  that  burden  themfelves  with  it 

*  Ezck.  xxTi.  2#  -f  Micsh  vit.  zo. 
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^  (hall  be  ciit  to  pieces,  though  all  the  peo{)le  of  thie 
*  earth  be  gathered  together  againft  it  *.*  The  Chal- 
deans, after  having  d^ftroyed  Jetufalem,  faw  the 
church  of  Qod  t^anllated  iiitb  thdr  own  jdountl-y, 
flourifhing  eveii  in  the  court  of  Nebuchadiiiez&ar,  n6t 
a  few  becoming  profelytes  to  the  Jewifli  religioli.  Thb 
Romans  likewife,  who  triumphed  ih  having  over- 
thrown Jerufaleoj,  were  foon  vanquilked  by  the 
apollles  and  evangeliftsi,  by  Whom  many  bf  theih 
^vere  brought  to  the  faith  and  obedience  of  the  go- 
(pel  of  Chria. 

9  %  Stay  yourfelves  and  wonder ;  cry  ye  out, 
and  cry :  they  are  drunken,  hut  not  viiih  wine  ; 
they  ftagger,  but  i^ot  w^ith,  ilrong  drink 

m 

Our  prophet,  laving  (oretold  the  temporal  catanu- 
ties  that  were  to  befal  the  inhabitants  of  jerulalem, 
on  account  of  their  hypocrify^  pride,  and  other  (ins, 
proceeds  to  denounce  agaixiA;  them,  the  fpiritual  judg- 
ments with  which  they  were  to  be  vUited.— ^ — pTo  this 
very  alarming  fubjed,  he  c^Us  their  attention,  in  thefe 
words,  5/^^  yourfelves.  ^nd  wonder.  Make  a  foleron 
paufe,  and  ferioufly  contemplate  the  direful  eff^fts  bf 
God's  righteoiis  difpleafuve  mani/efted  againft  you; 
Think  it  not  fufliqient^  that  you  curforUy  furvey 
them ;  but  fix  vour  intenfe  meditatiox^  on,  this  im- 
portant topic:  diUgQUtly  cohfider  the  caufes  which 
have  (contributed  to  bring  upon  you  the  wrath  of  the 
Almighty,  and  the  terrible  confeq^uences  yith.  Which 

it  fcall  be  attended,. Wonder  and  be  "aftopiihed, 

as  you  juftly  may,  at  ypur  extreme  folly  and  ittfenfi- 
bility,  notwithftanding  the  many  ftiendfy  admonitions, 
that  you  have  received.—: — Cry  ye  oj^y  and  cry^  to 
exprefs  your  aftonilhment  at  your  pail  conduct ;  oi*, 
as  the  Hebrew  words  are  rendered,  in  the  tnargin  o£ 
fome  Bibles,  *  Take  your  pleafure,  and  ritot.'  Go  on^ 

•  Z«clk  xiL  3. 
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as  I  forefec,  by  the  fpirit  of  prophecy,  you  will  do, 
indulging  yourfelves  in  diflipation  and  hixury,  in 
rioting  and  drunkennefs,  until  your  dellrudion^  as  a 
people,  is  accompli(hed.-7^— T'A^  are  drunken^  but  not 
with  winey  &€•  The  prophet  elegantly  changes  the 
form  of  fpeech,  from  the  fecond  to  the  third  perfdn ; 
and  explicitly  declares,  that  both  teachers,  and  thofe 
who  were  taught,  were  aflually  in  the  fatal  condition 
which  he  defcribes.  The  intoxication  here  fpoken  of, 
and  the  efFefts  attributed  to  it,  did  not  arife  from  what 
is  literally  called  wine,  and  ftrong  drink ;  but  from 
new  and  dangerous  dodrines,  which  they  had  largely 
imbibed,  and  that  made  them  to  err  from  the  ftraight 
path  of  God^s  commandments,  llie  noxious  effeds 
proceeding  from  thefe  pernicious  tenets,  made  them, 
like  drunk  perfons,  fpeak  much  to  their  own  com- 
mendation, contemn  others,,  become  vain,  proud, 
and  felf-confident ;  and  fo  ftupified  their  judgments, 
that  they  could  not  difcern  truth  from  falfehood,  o^ 
the  way  of  duty  from  the  ways  of  fin. 

lo  For  the  Lord  hath  poured  out  upon  yoa 
the  fpirit  of  deep  fleep,  and  hath  clofed  your 
eyes:  the  prophets  and  your  rulers,  the  feers 
hath  he  covered. 

The  reafon  why  the  Jewifii  people  were  to  refemblc 
perfons  in  a  (late  of  intoxication,  is,  in  this  verfe,  par- 
ticularly fpecified. For  the  Lord  hath  poured  out 

^on  you  the  fpirit  of  deep  fleep.-^—^Thc  awful  judg- 
ment here  mentioned,  is  exprefsly  attributed  to  Jehor 
vah,  who,  in  perfeA  confiftency  with  his  cqnfummate 
reAitude,  goodnefs,  and  juftice,  inflided  it  upon  the 
inhabitants  of  Judah  and  Jerufalem.  God  is  equally 
righteous,  when  he  fends  fpiritual,  as  when  he  exe- 
cutes temporal  judgments,  upon  thofe  who  have  ex- 
pofed  themfelves  to  his  dread  difpleafure.  When  lec- 
turing from  chap.  vi.  i  o.  of  this  prophecy,  I  touched 
upon  this  delicate  fubjed,  which  requires  to  be  treated 

with 
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with  great  caution  knd  circumfpedion,  left  we  offend ' 
God,  and  injure  the  truth.  Certain  it  is,  that  he,  all 
whofe  works  are  perfeft,  doth  not  communicate  any 
wrong  propenfity  to  the  minds  of  thofe  who  are  in 
this  manner  punifhed.  He  doth  not  convey  to  them 
any  bad  principles,  or  evil  inclinations  ^' which  all 
proceed  from  themfelves^  and  not  from  God ;  who 
cannot  be  tempted  with  evil,  neither  tempteth  he  any 
man.  He  neither  requires,  perfuad^es,  nor  approves 
any  thing,  that  hath  the  leaft  tendency  to  render 
people  fpiritually  blind  and  infenfible;  but,  on  the 
contrary,  he  coc^demns  and  threatens  thofe  who  bring 
themfelves,  or  others,  into  this  deplorable  condition. 
The  Lord  is  indeed  faid  in  fcripture,  to  harden  mens 
hearts,  to  blind  their  eyes,  to  give  them  over  to  a  re- 
probate mind,  to  fend  them  ftrong  delufloi^ ;  and,  in 
the  verfe  before  us,  to  pour  out  the  fpirit  of  deep 
lleep.  All  that  I  fuppofe  is  afcribed  to  Jehovah,,  in 
thefe  and  iimilar  expreflions,  is,  that,,  as  the  Juft  pu- 
nifhment  of  fin,  he  withholds  from  incorrigible  tranf- 
grefTors,  the  bleflings  which  they  have  forfeited  and 
defpifed*  He  doth  not  foften  and  meliorate  their 
hearts ;  he  doth  not  open  the  eyes  of  their  under- 
ftandings ;  he  doth  not  purify  their  minds  from  the 
pollution  they  have  contracted ;  he  doth  not  prevent 
them  from  being  deceived  by  deceitful  lufts.  There 
are  expreflions  ufed  both  in  the  Old  and  New  Tefta- 
ments,  which  feem  to  authorize  us  to  go  a  ftep  far- 
ther. Jofeph  told  his  brethren,  who  fold  him  into 
Egypt,  that  it  was  not  them,  but  God,  who  fent  him 
thither  *.  The  apoftle  Peter  declares,  that  Jefus 
Chrift  was  delivered  into  the  hands  of  bis  enemies, 
and  to  the  death  of  the  crofs,  by  the  determinate 
counfel  and  foreknowledge  of  God ;  who  is  affirmed, 
to  have  adually  delivered  him  up  for  us  all.  From 
thefe,  and  many  other  pafTages  of  the  facred  oracles, 
we  are  warranted  to  conclude,  that  nothing  happens 

*  Gen.  xlv.  20. 
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without  the  knowtedge  of  God,  or  againft  his  will, 
xxfho  h  QCj^mirdeDt  and  omnipotent ;  that  when  judg^ 
xQ^ents  be£^  individuals  or  focieties,  thej  come  by  di- 
vine permiQion,  in  confequence  of  God  having  given 
t\icm  up  ^^  ^^^  ^^^  hearts  Iiifts,  and  having  Aifiered 
tliiem,  to  walk  in  their  own  W2ijs^  I  mil  not  enlarge : 
I  with  to  tr^ ad  lightly  on  this  delicate  aiyi  dangerous 
ground)  on  which  not  a  few  have  gone  much  too  £ar^ 
and  have  not  be^n  able  to  extricate  themfelves  front 
the  dii^culties  wherein  they  were  involved. 

Tb4  Lord  hath  poured-  out  upon  you  the  Spirit  of  deep 
JUep^  5tc.  Seyersd  kinds  of  kid,  as  well  as  good  fpi« 
rit4  ^e.  n^eipM^m^d  ia  the  wt)rd  of  God :  fucfa  as,  a 
f|pi;;it  of  l^ong,  or  lyin^  ^irlt ;  the  fpirit  of  unclean- 
neis,,  pr  the  unclean  fptrit ;  a  fpirit  of  perv^eneis^ 
Of  a  perverfe  fpirit;  the  fpirit  of  eiror,  or  an  erring 
fpirit :  s^nd  here  the  fpirit  of  deep  fteep^  is  faid  to  be 
ppur^d  out  on  the  Jewifli  people.  In  this  condition^ 
the  eyes  of  their  minds  were  clofed  in  ignorance^ 
even  as  the  bodily  ey^  are  fhut  in  d^luij^s,  when  we 
aire  a^eep :  they  were  immerfed  in  a  ftate  of  grofs  in* 
fenfibility ,  of  indolence  and  ina^i vity :  they  remained 
unaffe&ed  with,  thofe  obje£bs.  which  ought  to  have 
ma^e  the  deepeft  impreifions  upon  their  minda^  whilft 
the  fsicpltiea  of  their  fouls  v^tx^  fufpeiided  from  per- 
fprming  aright  their  fpiritual  functions.  They  were 
occupied  in  delufiye  dreams^  and  amufed  with  &lfe 
hopes«  fea^,,  ami  purfuits^  that  had  no  exigence  but 
in  their  own  imaginations,  from  which  they  were  to 
be  awakened  l;)y  terrible  calamities.-^ — ^Thefe  fpirituat 
judgments  were  to  ei^tend  to  theprophets^  whofe  bufip 
nefs  it  was  to  inftrud  the  people ;  and  to  their  rulers, 
^ho  were  employed  in  managing  the  affairs  o^  the 
ilate.  .  .  2j6^  feersi  bath  he  covered.  The  prophets, 
^ere,,  in  ancient  times,  called  Seers.*,  becaufe  they 
foreCiw,  through  tl^  fpirit  of  prophecy;,  many  of  the 
profpercHis  and  calamitous  events  which  were,  to  be-. 

*  &e  I  Sam*  ix.  9* 
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fal  the  chutch,  the  knowledge  of  which  was  cotnmu* 
nicated  to  them  by  means  of  vifions  they  received 
from  God*  Thefe  men  were  to  be  involved  in  igno- 
rance and  obfcuricy;  and  confequehtly,  could  not 
foretel  things  that  were  to  happen  in  diflant  future 

periods. ^The  accompli(hment  of  this  predidion, 

of  which  Ilaiah  witnelfed  the  commencement  among 
his  countrymen,  took  place  in  the  days  of  the  Mei&ah 
and  his  apoftles*  According  to  the  prophecies  and 
promifes  made  to  the  fathers,  Jefus  Chrift  appeared 
in  this  world,  in  a  manner  quite  different  from  the 
preconcmed  prejudices  of  the  Je\d(h  dodors  and 
people,  who  had  greatly  corrupted  the  word  of  God  ; 
and  therefore  they  fet  themfelves  to  oppofe  him,  and 
his  dodrine.  They  heard  his  divine  inftrudions,  re- 
plete with  wifdom,  and  delivered  with  incomparable 
eloquence,  perfpicuity,  and  authority.  They  beheld 
the  untainted  holinefs  of  his  life,  and  the  wonderful 
works  whereby  his  glory  was  illuftrioufly  difplayed ; 
but  contrafting  them  with  his  mean  parentage,  his 
humble  exterior  condition,  and  the  escpedations  they 
entertained  refpeding  the  manifellation  of  the  king- 
dom of  God,  they  were  filled  with  difappointment, 
pride,  envy,  and  prejudice.  They  flayed  and  won- 
dered ;  they  erred,  like  men  that  are  drunk ;  they 
blafphemed  the  rock  of  falvation;  they  treated  the 
holy  Spirit  with  contempt,  and  perfifled  in  rejecting 
the  truth.  The  fpirit  of  llumber,  from  the  Lord  of 
hofls,  feized  not  only  the  Jewifh  people,  but  likewife 
their  priefls,  teachers,  and  fcribes,  fo  that  they  be- 
came proof  againil  convidion  ;  and  thus  was  fulfilled 
the  tremendous  fpiritual  judgment  which  is  here 
threatened. 

1 1  And  the  vifion  of  all  is  become  unto  you 
^  the  words  of  a  book  that  is  fealed,  which  men 
deliver  to  one  that  is  learned,  faying.  Read  this,  I 
pray  thee }  and  he  faith,  I  cannot,  for  it  //  fealed. 

A  general 
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A  general  incapacity  of  the  Jewifh  nation  to  under* 
iland  the  word  of  God,  efpecially  the  prophetical  part 
of  it,  was  to  be  the  lamentable  confequence  of  the 

above-mentioned  fpiritual  judgments. And  the  w- 

fton  of  all.  God  fpake  unto  the  fathers  by  the  pro- 
phets, at  fundry  times,  and  in  divers  manners ;  and, 
among  other  ways,  he  fpake  to  them  by  vifions.  The 
prophets,  and  Ifaiah  in  particular,  were  favoured  with 
vifions  from  God,  in  which,  by  certain  fimilitudes, 
they  had  reprefented,  either  to  their  bodily  fight,  or 
to  the  eyes  of  their  minds,  future  events,  that  were  at 
a  lefler  or  greater  diftance.  The  prophecy  therefore, 
which  we  are  now  confidering,  was  called  the  Vifion 
of  Ifaiah,  becaufe,*  by  means  of  vifions,  many  of  the 
prediAions  which  he  delivered,  were  communicated 
to  him.  So  frequently,  in  ancient  times,  did  God 
adopt  this  method  of  difcovering  his  mind  to  his  fenr* 
ants,  that  the  whole  prophetical  writings  were  fome- 
times  ftyled  Vifions.  By  the  vifion  of  all  then  may 
be  intended,  all  the  prophecies  of  the  Old  Teflament, 
which  foretold  the  appearance  of  the  great  Meffiah ; 
who  was  to  be  cut  off,  to  put  an  end  to  fin,  to  finifh 
tranfgrefnon,  to  make  reconciliation  for  iniquity,  and 
to  bring  in  everlafting  righteoufnefs— which  prediSed 
his  fubfequent  exaltation  and  glory,  the  plentiful  effu- 
fion  of  the  holy  Spirit  upon  all  flefli,  and  the  aflonifh- 
ing  effects  which  were  thereby  to  be  produced — ^The 
fuccefs  of  the  gofpel,  in  the  converfion  of  the  nations, 
whereby  large  acceflions  were  to  be  made  to  the 
church,  which  was  to  affume  a  new  and  more  glo- 
rious form  than  in  ancient  times — ^ITie  bYighter  mani- 
feftation  of  the  love,  the  righteoufnefs,  and  falvation 
of  the  Lord ;  the  confequent  holinefs,  confolation, 
and  joy  of  the  people  of  God ;  and  the  terrible  reve- 
lation of  his  awful  judgments  againft  the  incorrigible 
adverfaries  of  his  church.  The  vifions  relative  to 
thefe,  and  all  other  fubjefts, 

Is  become  unto  you  as  the  words  of  a  book  that  isfealed; 
or,  as  the  Hebrew  word  fignifies,  of  a  letter  that  is 

properly 
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properly  folded  and  fealed,  which  cannot  be  under- 
ftood  until  it  be  opened.     By  this  fimilitude,  is  ex- 
preflfed,  the  dreadful  confequences  of  God's  pouring 
out  the  fpirU  of  deep  fleep  upon  the  Jewifh  people 
The  effe^  h^re  mentioned*  did  not  proceed  from  the 
obfcurity  of  divine  revelation,  which  was  admirably 
fuited  to  their  circumftances,  and  fufGciently  clear 
and  intelligible  to.  thofe  who  had  their  fenfes  exercifed 
to  difcern  good  and  evil.     The  true  reafon  of  their 
unacquaintednefs  with  the  meaning  of  the  facred 
book^  was,  their  eyes  were  clofed.     Their  minds 
were  darkened  by  wilful  ignorance,  and  inveterate 
prejudices ;  they  would  not  open  their  eyes,  that  they 
might  fee ;  they  would  not  come  to  the  light,  left 
their  deeds  might  be  made  manifeft ;  nor  would  they 
Jiear  with  their  ears,  that  they  might  underftand. 
They  would  not  turn  to  the  Lord,  that  the  vail  which 
was  upon  their  hearts  might  be  taken  away;  and, 
therefore,  it  was  not  given  them  to  know  the  myfte- 
ries  of  the  kingdom  of  heaven.     Though  God  had 
fpoken  and  written  to  them  the  great  things  of  his 
law,  they  efteemed  them  as  a  ftrange  thing,  in  which 
they  had  little  concern.     They  read  the  law  of  the 
Lord ;  they  heard  ifaiah,  Hofea,  Micah,  and  the  other 
prophets  of  God,  deliver  the  mod  important  mefTages 
with  which  they  were  intrufled ;  but  they  underflood 
not  their  true  meaning  and  defign.     Devoid  of  the 
fpirit  of  wifdom  and  revelation,  and  under  the  influ* 
ence  of  the  fpirit  of  flumber,  they  received  not  the 
things  of  the  Spirit  of  God :  they  were  foolifhnefs 
unto  them ;  neither  could  they  know  them,  becaufe 
they  are  fpiritually  difcerned.  The  key  of  knowledge 
having  been  taken  away^  they  could  not  perceive  the 
import  of  the  fublime  truths  contained  in  the  word 
of  God,  concerning  the  righteoufnefs  of  faith,  the  ab- 
folute  neceflity  of  divine  grace,  the  great  deliverance 
to  be  obtained  by  the  Mefliah,  the  fpiiitual  nature  of 
the  kingdom  of  God,  and  the  calling  of  the  Gentiles 
to  participate  in  the  privileges  of  the  church  of  Chrift, 

to 
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to  vhich  that  key  was  defigned  to  admit  them.    In 

oppofition  to  thefe  important  dodrines^  they  fought 

to  obtain  ngtiteoufnefs  by  the  works  of  the  law ;  tkey 

neglected  inward  purity  of  heart ;  they  endeavoured 

to  fubvert  the  kingdom  of  Jefus  Chrift,   and  ftre- 

nuoufly  exerted  their  utmoft  efforts  to  hinder  the 

Gentiles  from  being  admitted  fellow-heirs  with  the 

believing  Jews^r— r^This  unhappy  condition  was  not 

peculiar  to  the  men  of  Judah :  to  matiy  among  us, 

the  vifion  of  all  flili  continues,  as  the  words  of  a  bool^* 

that  is  fealed*     Notwithftanding  they  read  and  hear 

the  word  of  God,  they  remain  ftrangers  to  its  fpi- 

ritual  import,  and  transforming  efficacy.     Like  t^ie 

men  who  journeyed  with  Saul  of  Tarfus,  they  fee  a 

great  lights  but  perceive  not  from  whom  it  proceeds  i 

they  hear  a  voice,  byt  not  the  voice  of  him  t^t 

fpeaketh  from  heaven.     Let  us  eameflly  pray,  that 

God  may  be  pleafed  to  open  their  ^yes,  and  awake 

them  to  righteoufneis,  that  tb^  tpay  behold  won* 

drous  things  out  of  his  law. 

Wbicb  men  deliver  to  one  that  h  learnedj/ofingj  Sy:. 
So  great  was  to  be  the  ignorance  which  prevailed  in 
the  land  of  Judah,  at  the  time  to  which  this  prophecy 
looked  forward,  that  both  learned  and  unlearned, 
p6rfon3  of  every  defcription,  under  different  pretexts, 
.  declined  to  ftudy  and  e:$plain  the  writings  of  the  Old 
Teftament.  A  ftriking  proof  of  the  truth  of  this  re- 
mark is  here  mentioned.  This  facred  book  was  de- 
livered firft  to  one  thai  is  learned,  a  man  of  excellent 
natural  abilities,  and  confiderable  erudition,  who, 
having  got  good  education,  and  improved  in  ac- 
quaintance with  literature  and  fcience,  hath  acquired 
much  ufeful  and  ornamental  knowledge.  Such  an  ac- 
compliflied  fcholar  might  be  fuppofed  well  qualified 
for  the  taik  here  afligned  him.     To  him,  therefore, 

the  vifion  of  all  ir  delivered,  with  this  requeft 

Read  t/j$s,  I  pray  thee.  Attentively  perufe  this  book, 
for  your  own  inftrudion,  and  for  the  benefit  of  thofe 
who  are  defirous  to  underftand  its  contents.  The  ad* 

vantages 


Vfi R.  II.     PROPHECIES  OF  ISAIAH.  609 

vantages,  idiich  your  learning  give  you  over  thofc 
vho  are  illiterate,  will  enable  you  to  coni|dy  with 
this  requifition,  fo  as  to  be  profitable  to  younelf  and 
other  people.*-— ^To  this  requeft,  the  learned  man  re* 
plies,  /  tannoi.  I  underftand  the  language  in  which 
it  is  written,  but  not  the  fubjed  of  which  it  treats  ^ 
and  therefore  1  cannot  make  you  acquainted  with 
its  real  meaning.  I  plead  my  inability  to  explain 
what  is  written,  as  an  excufe  for  refufing  to  grant  a 
favour,  which  is  not  in  my  power  to  b^ow.— — That 
he  might  not  be  thought  to  decline  the  £srvtce  afiigned 
him  without  fufficient  reafon,  he  immediately  adds^ 
For  it  isfialed.  In  fcripture-language,  a  book  is  laid 
to  be  fealed,  when  the  fufajed  of  which  it  treats,  is 
involved  in  obfcurity  and  myftery ;  when  the  fenfe  is 
fo  recondite,  that  it  is  hot  eafily  underftood,  and  very 
imperfedly  known.  This  feems  to  be  the  meaning 
of  the  order  given  to  the  prophet  Daniel,  to  ihut  up 
the  words,  and  to  feal  the  book,  even  to  the  time  o£ 
the  end* ;  and  of  the  command  delivered  to  the  apoftle 
John,  to  feal  up  thofe  things  that  were  uttered  by  the 
feven  thunders,  and  not  to  write  them  f  •  The  import 
of  the  excufe  offered  by  the  learned  man,  ibr  not. 
reading  and  explaining  the  book  delivered  to  him,  is 
(imply  this :  The  vifions  which  it  contains,  are  writ« 
ten  in  fuch  an  obfcure  manner,  and  the  fubjeds  treated 
of,  are  fo  intricate,  that  he  thought  they  were  not  in* 
telligible  to  thofe  who  were  moft  efteemed  for  know* 
ledge  and  erudition.— --^Human  nature,  my  brethren^ 
is  the  fame  in  all  ages }  and  therefore  the  fame  reafon 
is  ftill  given  by  many,  why  they  do  not  underftand 
the  word  of  God.  lliey  plead  its  obfcurity,  as  the 
reafon  why  they  are  unacquainted  with  the  important 
difcoveries  which  it  contains.  Adepts  in  humaa 
fcience  alledge,  that  were  it  not  dark  and  myfterious> 
they  could  eafily  know  its  meaning.  Thus  they  im* 
pioufly  throw  the  blame  of  their  ignorance  of  divine 

^  DsB.  xii.  9*  t  Ror.  x.  4. 

Vau  IL  4  H  truths 
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truths  upon  the  fcriptutes,  which  is  teally  owing  ta 
their  own  blindnefs,  and  want  (^  fpiritual  difcern- 
ment.  As  flefh  and  blood  cannot  reveal  them,  fo  ex- 
tenfive  learning  cannot  give  the  faviiig  knowledge  of 
them.  Let  us  beware  of  charging  God  fooKfiily^  in 
whom  there  is  np  unrighteoufiiefs ;  and  of  finding 
feult  with  his  oraeleSy  which  are  perfed*  Senfible 
that  the  word  of  God  is  a  fealed  book  to  people  of 
every  defcription,  until  he  is  pleafed  to  open  their  un- 
derftandings,  let  os  humbly  laraent  before  him  the 
blindnefs  of  our  minds,  which-  prevents  ^cred  truths 
from  irradiating  and  purifying  our  fouls,  and  reform* 
ing  our  lives  r  kt  us  earneftly  beg  of  hid:!,  to  ac- 
company them  with  the  grace  of  the  holy  Spirit,  that 
we  may  perceive  their  import,  and  experience  their 
fandifying  influence. 

« 

12  And  the  book  is  delivered  to  him  that  is 
not  learned,  faying.  Read  this,  I  pray  thee ;  and 
he  faith,  I  am  not  learned. 

He  that  is  learned,  having  acknowledged  his  ina* 
bility  to  read  and  explain  the  prophetical  fcriptures, 
the  fiime  requeft  which  was  made  to  him,  is  prefented 
to  the  unlearned,  who  never  enjoyed  the  advantages 
of  z  liberal  education ;-  whofe  natural  abilities  have 
not  been  cultivated  and  improved,  by  the  inftru^ons 
of  men  eminent  for  literature  and  fcience.-^— ^To  him 
the  book  is  next  delivered,  faying^  Read  tbis^  I  fraj 
iheey  with  under  (landing,  and  interpret  the  meaning 
of  what  is  therein  written.  Many  things  compre- 
hended, in  tins  book,  are  abftrufe,  and  require  to  be 
exptaiited  and  under ftood,  in  order  to  derive  real  be- 
nefit  Horn  them^;^  and  therefore  to  you  I  apply  for 

affiftance. ^To  this  demand,  the  loUowing  fliort 

reply  is  made :  /  am  not  learned.  I  prdtend  not  to  un- 
deritand  the  law  and  the  prophets,  and  to  explain  the 
predifUons,  doftrines,  and  precepts,  which  they  con- 
tain.   I  judge  it  unnecef&ry  to  be  acqusunted  with 

every 
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every  part  of  the  fcriptures.  I  leave  th^  ftudy  of  the 
prophecies  to  the  learned,  whofe  bufinefs  is  to  teach, 
and  to  (hew  thofe  things  which  are  noted  in  the  fcrip* 
^tures  of  truth*.  IndiiSFerent  as  to  abftrufe  matters, 
and  iblicitpus  to  enjoy  eafe  and  tranquillity  of  mind, 
I  wifli  not  to  perplex  myfelf  with  difficulties :  I  there- 
fore decline  to  comply  with  the  prayer  of  your  peti- 
tion. Perhaps  there  is  not  any  book  which  is  more 
read,  and  le(s  underftood,  than  the  Bible.  What  fri- 
volous excufes  are  pled  for  ignorance  of  the  word  of 
God,  and  the-  precious  truths  which  are  therein  re- 
vealed. Alas !  thev  continue  ftill  to  be  fuggefted  by 
Jiot  a  few,  ill  cme  fwm  or  other,  if  poffible,  to  exte- 
nuate*  that  culpable  negligence  which  hinders  from 
attentively  fearching  the  profAecies  of  this  book— ^ 
Deteft  fuch  pitiful  fliifts  and  evafions.  Frequently 
read,  and  eddeavour  diftindly  to  underftand  them. 
Be  not  aihamed  of  any  part  of  your  holy  profeffion ; 
but  reduce  to  practice  every  command  of  God,  whe- 
ther it  be  unfafliionable,  or  in  the  good  graces  of  the 
world.  Allow  not  any  thing  to  prevent  you  from  be- 
ing intimately  acquainted  with  the  whole  word  of 
God.  Underftanding  is  a  well-fprmg  of  life  to  him 
that  hath  it ;  but  the  inftru&ion  of  fools,  is  nothing 
but  folly.  Carefully  avoid  falling  into  the  deplorable 
condition  of  the  Jewifh  nation,  at  the.  p^nod  wherein 
this  prophecy  was  fulfilled,  when  0/eiiher  the  learned, 
nor  the  illiterate,  were  acquainted  with  the  fpiritual 
meaning  of  the  lively  oracles  of  God  that  were  com- 
mitted unto  them^  and  fo^  could  not  read  them  with 
benefit* 

13  f  Wherefore  the  Lord  faid,  Forafmuch  as 
this  people  draw  near  me  with  their  mouth,  and 
with  their  lips  do  honour  me,  but  have  removed 
their  heart  far  from  me,  and  their  fear  towards 
me  is  taught  by  the  precept  of  men. 

^  Dan.  s.  19.  21. 
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\Afier  a  foleam  preiace,  in  urhich  he  affirms,  timt 
vrhat  he  now  £iys,  was  deKvered  by  divine  commaBd^ 
eur  prophet  proceeds  t6  delineate  another  prominent 
feature  m  the  charader  of  the  Jewifii  people,  which 
was  peculiarly  odious  and  offenfive  to  God.  In  proof 
ef  this  remark,  we  obferw,  that  the  Lord,  when  he 
fpake  to  Ifaiah  what  he  here  relates,  caUed  them  not 
his,  but  this  people.  In  this  manner,  he  points  them 
out  as  utterW  unworthy  of  the  intimate  relation  to 
lum  into  which  they  had  been  admitted.  Notwitb* 
fianding  they  were  the  pofterity  of  Abraham,  hh 
friend ;  of  Ifaac,  whom  ne  loved ;  of  Jacob,  whom 
he  fumained  Ifrael ;  and  of  their  progenitors,  whon» 
he  brought  forth  out  of  the  land  of  Egypt^-^-though 
he  had  dealt'  with  them  as  he  riever  deak  with  any 
ether  nation,  honouring '  them  with  the  charader  oi 
his  people ;  though  he  gave  them  bis  ordinances,  fta^ 
lutes,  and  laws  j  and  fent  among  them  his  prophets, 
fifing  up  early,  and  fitting  up  late,  to  inftruft  them  ; 
yet,  by  their  ignorance,  hypocrify,  and  fuperftition, 
they  provoked  him  to  difown  his  conne£Uon  with 
them.^— -^Having  delineated,  in  ftrong  colours,  thciir 
grofs  ignorance,  tiz  now  reprefents  their  bafe  hyp^ 
crify,  which  he  thus  emphatically  defcribes : 

This  people  draw  near  unt$  me  with  their  muth^  &c» 
To  draw  near  to  God,  in  the  language  of  fcripture, 
denotes  the  various  ads  of  adoration  and  worihipy 
whereby  his  people  approach  his  facred  prefence,  and 
enjoy  delightful  communion  with  him.  To  draw  near 
to  God  with  the  mouth,  and  to  honour  bim  with  the 
lips,  is  to  exprefs  before  him,  profound  veneration  of 
his  infinite  majefty,  firm  trufl:  in  his  kind  providence, 
vnfufpeding  confidrace  in  his  mercy,  and  unlimited 
fubmiffion  to  his  blefled  wilL  That  thefe  ads  of  ww* 
iiip  may  be  fuited  to  his  fpiritwl  nature,  to  whom 
they  are  prefented ;  that  they  may  prove  agreeable  to 
his  will,  and  meet  his  acceptance ;  along  with  thefe 
external  profefiions  of  honour  and  refpeft,  the  inter- 
nal homage  of  hoLy  hearts  muft  be,  offered,  corre- 

fpondiog 
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^x>iiduig  to  what  is  exprefied  by  the  mouth  and  the 
lips.  When,  in  the  performance  of  the  exterior  part 
of  devotion^  perfons  are  deftttute  of  the  interiot 
emotions  of  fool,  they  are  chargeaUe  with  deteftable 
hypocrify,'  and  the  moft  odious  diffimulation  in  the 
fervice  oJF  God«  By  the  organs  of  fpeech,  and  the 
geftures  they  affume,  they  profefs  to  honour  the  Moft 
High ;  whiUl,  at  the  fame  time,  their  hearts  are  de« 
void  of  thoie  devout  difpofitions  which  they  pretend 
to  exprefs^  They  feel  not  that  inward  reverence^ 
efteem,  and  gratitude,  which  they  verbally  acknow« 

ledge  that  they  entertain  in  their  minds. ^The 

people  therefore,  who  are  here  reprovqd,  are  faid  to 
have  removed  their  heart  from  me  ;  i.  e/  from  God,  in 
whofe  name  our  prophet  brings  this  charge  agatnft 
them.  By  the  uncontrolled  operations  of  their  carnal 
minds,  by  heedtefs  inattention  to  their  fpirits,  when 
profefledly  approaching  unto  God,  their  minds  be- 
came more  and  more  alienated  from  him.  Their 
hearts  and  affe&ions,  inftead  of  terminating  upon 
God,  were  turned  away  to  other  objeds,  totally  un« 
conneded  with  the  employments  wherein  they  were 
engaged.  Their  thoughts,  far  from  being  concentred 
in  God,  whom  they  honoured  with  their  lips,  were 
occupied  on  things  either  expiefsly  prohibited,  or  en- 
tirely foreign  to  the  folemn  lervices  which  ought  to 
have  engrofled  their  whole  attention. 

The  Jewiih  people,  among  whom  Ifaiah  exercifed 
bis  office,  were  doubtlefs,  in  the  firft  inftance,  ac*> 
cufed  of  having  been  criminal  in  thid  refpe£t.  lliough 
the  words  were  primarily  addreiTed  to  them,  and  af- 
forded an  exa&  defcription  of  their  condud,  they 
looked  forward  to  the  Jews  in  following  ages ;  and 
were  truly  chara£tertftic  of  the  Pharifees,  in  the  time 
of  our  Saviour's  miniftry,  to  whom  he  exprefsly  ap- 
plied them.  Having  demonftrated,  that  they  made 
void  the  commandments  of  God  by  their  traditions, 
he  quoted  the  verfe  now  before  us.  Ye  hypocrites, 
who  make  high  pretenfions  to  diftinguilhed  eminence 

in 
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in  holinefs,  and  yiet  have  the  audacity  to  fet  afide  a 
divine  commaHd ;  who  are  difpleafed  with  the  dif* 
ciples^  for  not  obeying  the  authority  of  the  elders, 
and  yet  fcruple  not  to  contemn  the  precepts  of  Jehtv 
v^h.  Ye  plainly  difcover  much  more  refpeft  to  the 
authority  of  men,  than  to  the  commands  of  God : 
ye  ihew  more  foiicitude  about  the  jobfenration  of  ex- 
ternal rites,  than  internal  fandity  of  heart  j  and  are 
more  concerned  to  obtain  the  praife  of  men,  than  the 
honour  ;hat  comeih  from  God.  Te  regularly  attend 
on  the  ordinances  of  divine  appointment,  wherein  ye 
profefledly  approach  unto  God :  ye  acknowledge  hnn 
to  be  the  only  living  and  true  God,  your  Creator,, 
Prefer ver,  and  Benefa^r }  and  pr^fei&t  before  him 
the  facrifices  which  he  hath  required.  Notwithftand* 
ihg,  your  hearts  are  far  from  God;  even  when  ye 
come  before  him  as  his  people,  they  go  out  after 
their  covetoufnefs :  indifferent  as  to  enjoying  the  di- 
vine prefence,  and  commutiion  with  your  Father  in 
heaven,  ye  neither  fear  nor  love  him,  nor  delight  in 
his  fervice.  Strangers  to  the  life  and  power  or  god- 
iinefs,  ye  have  no  higher  aim,  than  to  maintain  H% 
form,  and  to  acquire  the  applaufe  of  men.     ^  Well 

*  did  Efaias  prophefy  of  you,  faying.  This  people 

*  draweth  nigh  unto  me  with  their  mouth,  and  hon 

*  noureth  mt  with  their  lips  j  but  their  h^rt  is  ^ 

*  from  me  *.* 

Are  people  of  this  defcription  become  extinft  m 
the  Chriftia^  church  ?  Are  there  not  (till  a  genera- 
tion who  are  the  followers  of  thefe  hypocritical  Pha- 
rifees,  who  prefent  before  God  their  bodies,  the 
calves  of  their  lips,  whilft  they  withhold  from  him 
the  homage  of  their  hearts  ?  Are  there  not  among 
Us,  thofe  who  worfliip  God  in  ahotber  way  than  he 
hath  appointed  in  his  word,  who  prefent  before  bim 
no  more  than  the  images  of  the  living  facrifices  which 
he  requires ;  fometimes  fo  unlike  the  beautiful  ua^ 

♦  Mitth.  X?.  7,  8. 

maimed 
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mainibd-  original,  that  the  impoHtion  is  eatily  difco* 
vered;  and,  at  other  .times,  in  fitch  attitudes  and 
habits,  as  nearly  refemble  that  true  devotion  which 
they  artfully  endeavour  to  imitate  ?  They  feem  to 
men,  to  faft,  to  pray,  to  give  alms,  to  hear  the  word 
of  God,  and  to  praife  his  name ;  but  the  heavenly 
Father,  who  feethc  in  fecret,  is  perfectly  acquadnted 
with  air  their  hypocrify  and  deceit.  They  come  un<- 
to  God,  as  did  the  Jews  of  old,  and  fit  before  him 
as  his  people :  they  hear  his  words,  but  they  will 
not  do  them ;  for  with  their  mouth  they  fhew  much 
love,  but  their  heart  goeth  after  their  covetoufnefs. — 
Would  you  then,  my  friends,  avoid  this  odious  diffi- 
mulation  in  the  fervice  of  God  ?  beware  of  gratifying 
your  corrupt  difpofitions,  which,  by  indulgence, 
will  gather  ftrength,  and  occupy  your  thoughts,  even 
when  you  are  epip^oyed  in  divine  worlhip.  Take 
heed  that  you  do  not  give  way  to  that  natural  levity 
and  inconftancy  of  mind,,  which  infenfibly  fteals 
away  the  heart  from  God,  and  is  apt  to  encroach  on 
the  facted  hours  confecrated  to  a£ts  of  devotion: 
and  earaeftly  fupplicate  the  Hearer  of  prayer,  to  grant 
you  that  fixednefs  of  heart,  and  that  truth  in  the  in<- 
ward  parts,  with  which  he  is  delighted. 

jind  their  fear  towards  me  h  taught  by  the  precept  of 
men.  The  fear  of  God,  which  is  a  powerful  prin« 
ciple  implanted  in  the  hearts  of  his  people,  confiils  in 
a  holy  reverential  aWe  of  his  infinite  majefty,  con* 
fununate  excellencies,  and  fupreme  dominion,  ac- 
companied with  a  folidtous  concern  to  pleafe  hitp, 
and  to  fubmit  to  all  his  difpenfations.  It  is  fbu tided 
upon  his  abfolute  fovereignty  over  us,  and  our  entire 
dependence  upon  him.  Thoie  who  are  bed  acquaint- 
ed with  the  perfedions  and  glory  of  Jehovah,  always 
entertain  the  mod  profound  veneration  for  his  in- 
comparable dignity ;  and  exprefs  their  furprife,  that 
there  are  any  deftitute  of  this  becoming  temper.  ,  In 
the  fong  of  Mofes,  and  of  the  Lamb,  are  found  theie 
remarkable  words :  ^  Who  (hall  not  fear  thee,  O 

*  Lord, 
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*  Lord,  and  glorify  thy  name?  for  thou  only  art 

*  holy.'  Men  however,  who  know  not  God,  are 
devoid  of  this  graciotts  diipofition,  until  they  fome- 
how  or  other  acquire  it,  either  by  the  influence  of 
the  Spirit  of  God,  or  by  the  precept  of  men.  The 
feaf  of  God,  which  is  here  diiefly  intended,  muft 
not  be  limited  to  this  blefied  inward  principle ;  but 
extended  to  its  genuine  outward  expreflions,  in  the 
feveral  duties  of  divine  worihip,  whereby  men  teftify 
their  refped  and  reverence  for  the  Almighty.  In  this 
fenfe,  Jefus  Chrift  explains  this  precept  in  the  law, 
^  Thou  (halt  fear  the  Lord  thy  God,  and  ferve  him* : — 

*  Thou  ihalt  worihip  the  Lord  thy  God,  and  him 

*  only  (halt  thou  ferve.*  And  this  muft  be  its  mean- 
ing  in  the  words  under  confideration,  where  it  figni- 
fies  the  various  parts  of  facred  worihip,  whereby  the 
fupreme  majefty  and  infinite  goodnefs  of  Jeho^  is 
acknowledged.  This  fc^r  of  the  Lord  is  taught  by 
the  precept  of  men,  when  people  perform  the  folemn 
fervice  of  God,  more  from  regard  to  human  than  di- 
▼ine  authority ;  more  from  regard  to  the  cuftoms  and 
applaufe  of  men,  than  from  delight  in  approadiii^ 
unto  God,  and  enjoying  his  approbation.  This  is 
not  the  pure  homage  that  God  requires,  and  which 
he  graciouily  accepts;   but   a  mere,   hypocritical, 

unavailing  pretence. ^Fear  toward   God   Icomes 

likewife  under  this  defcription,  when  men  prefume 
to  prefcribe  in  matters  relative  to  the  worihip  of  Je- 
hovah, and  require  the  obfervance  of  rites  of  their 
own  devtfmg,  without  attending  to  the  word  of  God. 
This  prefumptuous  arrogance  feems  to  be  here  point- 
ed at,  as  appears  from  the  inter)4:etation  given  of  the 
words  by  Jefus  Chrift,  in  the  anfwer  he  returned  to 
the  Scribes  and  Pharifees:  ^  Howbeit  (faith  he),  in 

*  vain  do  they  worihip  me,  teaching  for  doSrines 

*  the  commandments  olF  men.  For,  laying  afide  the 
^  commandment  of  God,  ye  hold  the  tradition  of 


•  Deut.  vi..  13.    - 


•men.' 
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^  men  *.'    They  prayed  in  the  fynagogues ;  they 
read  and  expounded  the  law  of  God,  and  the  pro- 
phets i  they  pundually  attended  upon  the  ordinances 
of  divine  inftitution,  and  prefented  the  facrifices  that 
were  commanded  to  be  offered  in  the  law.   Notwith- 
ftanding,  thefe  frequent  pompous  fervices  were  in 
vain,  accompanied  with  no  valuable  confequences ; 
they  proceeded  front  wrong  principles,  and  were  di- 
reded  to  wrong  purpofes,  lo  that  they  did  not  anfwer 
the  ends  of  their  appointment:  efpecially  as  the  per- 
fons  againft  whom  this  charge  was  brought  by  our 
Saviour,  fubftituted  the  do&rines  and  traditions  of  men 
in  place  of  the  truths  and  commandments  of  the  Lord. 
Such  was  the  corrupt  degenerate  ftate  of  the  Jewifli 
church  in  the  days  of  our  prof^et,  which  became  ftill 
more  depraved  in  the  time  of  our  Lord's  perfonal  mi« 
niftry,  when,  as  we  have  feen,  he  particularly  applied 
this  character  to  the  Scribes  and  Pharifees,  to  whom 
it  juftly  belonged.    I  am  forry  to  add,  that  perfons  of 
the  above  defcription,  are  ftill  to  be  found  in  the 
Chriftian  church.    Their  fear  toward  God  is  taught 
them,  not  by  the  holy  Spirit,  but  by  the  precepts  of 
magiftrates,   parents,  and  mafters.     They  worlhip 
Gcd,  not  ft'om  love  to  his  amiable  excellencies,  and 
from  obedience  to  his  fupreme  authority,  but  out  of 
compliance  to  prevailing  cuftom,  and  regard  to  the 
commands  of  their  fuperiors.    Take  heed  then,  my 
friends,  that  your  fear  and  worfhip  of  God  proceed 
not  irom  the  precept  of  men,  but  from  a  gracious 
principle  implanted  in  your  hearts,  extending  its  hap- 
py infiuence  through  every  part  of  his  fervice.     Re- 
member, that  God,  who  is  a  Spirit,  requires  to  be 
worfliipped  in  fpirit  and  in  truth ;  and  that  would 
you  find  benefit  and  comfort  in  drawing  near  to  him, 
you  muft  approach  him  with  your  whole  hearts,  elfe 
you  (hall  have  reafon  to  dread  the  awful  threatening 
contained  in  verfe 

*  Mark  Yii.  7,  8. 
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14  Therefore  behold,  I  will  proceed  to  do  a 

.marvellous  work  amongft  this  people,  even  a 

marvellous  work  and  a  wonder ;  for  the  wifdom 

of  their  wife  men  (hall  perilh^  and  the  under- 

fianding  of  their  prudent  men  (hall  be  hid. 

The  Lord,  by  our  prophet,  here  calls  upoti  men, 
Terioufly  to  confider  the  ^ivondeiYul  judgment  which 
he  was  about  to  tnfii£t  on  this  people,  on  account  of 
their  abominable  hypocrify  and  fuperftition.  It  was 
to  be  of  fuch  an  extraordinary  nature,  and  attended 
with  fuch  uncommon  circumftances,  as  might  jufUy 
.  excite  admiration  and  furprife.  Indeed,  the  puniih* 
ment  wherewith  God  vifited  the  Jewifh  nation,  their 
priefts  and  doftors,  when  he  poured  out  upon  them 
the  fpirit  of  deep  fleep,  was  truly  aftoniihtng — ^whether 
we  confider  the  judicial  ad  of  the  fupreme  Judge, 
who,  in  perfedl  confiftency  with  his  infinite  purity 
and  rectitude,  permitted  their  minds  to  be  blinded, 
and  their  hearts  to  be  hardened ;  or  the  ftrange  judg- 
ment executed  upon  this  people,  who  were  difperfed 
oyer  the  face  of  the  earth,  expofed  to  the  contempt 
of  all  n;^tions,  and  to  this  day  are  groaning  under  the 
curfes  to  which  they  were  configned  by  the  law  of 
Mofes.  Neverthelefs,  they  tenaciouily  adhere  to 
the  religion  of  their  fathers,  prefcribed  in  that  law, 
and  enforced  by  the  prophets,  which  they  read  with 
facred  veneration.  Notwithflanding  they  frequently 
and  publicly  read  the  books  of  the  Old  Teflament, 
even  the  learned  among  them,  do  not  underftand 
them ;  and  therefore  they  have  turned  all  their  atten- 
tion, for  many  ages,  to  fooliih  traditions,  from  which 
they  cannot  derive  Spiritual  wifdom.  A  very  few  ex- 
cepted, they  continue  in  a  (late  of  fpiritual  blindnefs 
and  infenfibility.  After  having  been  expelled  for  a 
long  period  from  their  own  land,  and  feen  the  won- 
derful progrefs  of  the  kingdom  of  Chrill  through  the 
world,  the  converfion  of  the  Gentiles  to  the  fervice 
of  the  God  of  Abraham,  and  many  of  the  prophecies 

ia 
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in  the  Old  Teftament  dearly  fulfilled,  they  coBtinue 
in  uhbelief,  blinded  with  prejudices.  In  reviewing 
this  wonderful  fubje£t,  we  may  juftly  exclaim,  with 
the  apoftle  Paul,  ^  O  the  depth  of  the  riches  both  of 
^  the  wifdom  and  knowledge  of  God  \  how  unfearchi 
^  able  are  his  judgments,  and  his  ways  pad  finding 
^  out  *  !'  Nq  man  wonders  to  fee  fome  people  with- 
out wifdom,  who  were  never  poiTeiTed  of  it ;  but  to 
fee  wife  and  prudent  perfons,  who  were  admired  for 
their  knowledge  and  fagacity,  deftitute  of  under- 
ilanding,  is  truly  furprifing.  This  is  the  marvellous 
work  which  we  are  here  invited  to  contemplate. 

For  the  w{[dom  of  their  wife  men  fball  ferifh^  &c, 
The  perfons  who  are  fpoken  of,  were  the  wife  and 
prudent  in  their  own  eyes,  who  were' generally  efteem- 
ed  by  others  on  account  of  knowledge  and  difcre* 
tion,  and  reforted  to  by  the  multitude  for  inftruftiou 
and  advice*  The  wifdom  and  underftanding  of  fucb 
xnen,  according  to.  this  prediction,  (hall  perim  and  be 
hid ;  or,  as  the  Hebrew  word  fignifies,  (hall  vaniih  o|: 
difappear,  like  the  cloud  which,  in  the  drought  of 
fummer,  promifed  a  refre(hing  (hower..  Frofefling 
fthemfelves  to.  be  wife,  they  became  feols;.  having 
employed  their  powers  and  influence,  not  in  ftudying 
the  word  of  God,  and  in  faithfully  performing  his 
iisrvice,.  but  in  devifing  and  introducing  mto  his  wor- 
fliip  the  H).o(l  abfurd  fuperflitions,  God  declares,  by 
his  fervam,  that  he  would  deprive  them  of  thofe  ta* 
lents  which  they  had  perverted  and  abufed. — ^-^-This 
threatening  was  remarkably  verified  in  the  Scribes  and 
Pharifees,  about  the  time  of  our  Lord's  manifeftatioa 
in  the  fleih;,  who,  when  the  difciples  reported  to  him 
the  fuccefs  that  attended  their  miniilry,  rejoiced  ia 
i^irit,  and  faid,  *  I  thank  thee,  O  Father,  Lord  of 
^  heaven  and  earth,  becaufe  thou  haft  hid  thefe  things 
^  from  the  wife  and  prudent,  and  haft  revealed  theia 
^  unpo  babes.   Even  fo,  Father,  for  fo  it  feemed  good 


*  Rom.  XI.  33. 
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*  in  thy  fight  */  And  the  apoftle  F^ul,  fpeaking  of 
the  preaching  of  the  crofs,  which  is  fooltflinefs  to 
them  that  periih,  affirms,  that  this  fcriptiire  is  thereby 
fulfilled :  ^  For  (raith  he)  it  is  written,  I  will  deRroy 

*  the  wi(Bom  of  the  wife,  and  will  bring  to  nothiog 

*  the  underftanding  of  the  prudent  f  /  By  the  appii- 
cation  which  he  makes  of  tbefe  words,  he  plainly  in« 
timates,  that  they  are  accompliihed  in  all  thofe  who 
Teje£k  and  contemn  the  gofpel  as  fooliihnefs,  becaufe 
they  cannot  comprehend  the  fublime  dodrines  which 
it  reveals.*-— ^Behold  then,  my  brethren,  this  mar* 
▼ellous  work  of  God,  which  psmes  unnoticed  by  the 
unthinking  multitude.  You  may  fix  on  many  fub* 
je&s  of  contemplation  which  are  more  pleafing,  but 
there  are  few  or  none  that  may  be  more  inftrufiive 
and  ufeful.  How  awful  do  the  divine  power  and 
righteoufnefs  appear,  in  performing  this  wonder  in  fo 
many  ftriking  inftances,  which  loudly  proclaim  the 
truth  of  the  worfl  *  of  God,  and  the  equity  of  dw 
vine  difpenfations !  Let  us  beware  left  we^expofe  our* 
felves  to  the  awful  nlpom  which  is  here  denounced. 
Afraid  left  we  fall  under  this  fpiritual  judgment,  let 
us  eameftly  implore  of  God,  that  he  may  diveft  us  of 
piide,  felf-conceit,  and  the  prejudices  we  may  have 
imbibed  againft  any  of  the  truths  of  his  word ;  that 
he  may  illuminate  our  minds,  and  difpofe  us  to  at« 
tend  diligently  to  his  wonderful  works,  both  of  mercy 
and  judgment. 

15  Wo  unto  them  that  feek  deep  to  hide 
their  counfel  froift  the  Lord,  and  their  worics 
are  in  the  dairk,  and  they  fay,  Who  feeth  us  ? 
and  who  knov^eth  us  ? 

In  thefe  words,  mifery  and  wo  are  denounced 
againft  thofe  who  fecretly  perpetrate  the  moft  enor- 
mous crimes,  and  artfully  endeavour  to  conceal  them 

*  Mttth.  xi.  25,  26.  f  I  Cor.  i.  19. 
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from  God«-*-— Their  charader  is  thus  emphatically 
defcribed :  Them  thaffeek  deep  to  hide  their  counfilfrom 
the  Li^dj  &c.  The  counfel  which  they  foaliflily  e0ay'< 
ed  to  conceal  from  the  omnifcient  Jehovah,  included 
the  wicked  projects  which  they  had  deliberately  fortn-t 
ed,  that  they  might  be  carried  into  execution  at  the 
moft  proper  feafons.  ^  Every  purpofe  (faith  the  wife 
*  man)  is  eftabliflie.d  by  counfel  $*  and  ought  to  be  the 
refult  of  ipature  confideration  and  good  advice,  other- 
mfe  it  is  not  likely  to  be  confirmed  and  fettled. 
What  is  begun  in  folly,  and  without  proper  regard  to 
God,  fhall  iflue  in  fliame  and  difappointment.^  The 
reverfe  of  this  propofition  was  adopted  by  the  perfons 
fpoken  of,  who  athdftically  and  abfurdly  (ought  deep  to 
hide  their  vicious  defigns  from  the  Lord»  before  whom 
all  things  are  open  and  naked.  Notwith (landing  the 
convidions  they  felt,  of  their  hearts  and  ways  being 
well  known  to  God,  they  tried  to  foothe  their  uneafy 
minds,  by  fuppofing,  that  he  was  not  privy  to  their 
thoughts  and  fchemes.  They  entertained  deluii<re 
hopes  that  this  was  poflible,  elfe  they  would  not  have 
fought  to  conceal  their  counfels  from  his  eyes,  which 
penetrate  the  mod  fecret  recefles  of  the  human  heart. 
Though  they  thus  a&ed  under  the  influence  of  a  falfe 
imagination,  they  would  have  proclaimed  itill  greater 
folly,  had  they  tried  to  conduct  themfelves  in  this 
manner,  when  convinced  of  its  afofurdity  and  impofli* 
bility.  Saith  the  proverb,  ^  The  counfels  of  the  wic« 
^  ked  are  deceit  i*  and  in  nothing  does  their  fallacy 
appear  more  remarkable,  than  in  the  vain  imagina- 
tion, that  any  thing,  even  the  moft  fecret  thought, 
can  be  concealed  from  God,  who  fearches  the  hearts, 
and  tries  the  reins  of  the  children  of  men. 

And  their  works  are  in  the  dark,  &c.  They  prac- 
tifed  wickednefs  in  the  moft  fecret  and  covered  man- 
ner. The  flagrant  enormities  which  they  committed, 
could  not  bear  the  light ;  and  therefore  fought  the 
(hade  of  obfcurity,  where  they  could  not  be  feen  by 
the  eyes  of  mortals.    Many  tranfgreflions  prohibited 

in 
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in  the  law  of  God,  are  fo  extremely  odious,  that  they 
cannot  endure  the  light ;  and,  on  that  account,  are 
frequently  done  in  the  dark.  They  that  be  drunken^ 
are  drunken  in  the  night :  then  the  thief  and  the  rob- 
ber dig  through  houfes,  which  they  had  niAd&ed  fpr 
therafelves  in  the  day-time ;  and  the  adulterer  waiteth 
for  the  twilight,  as  be(l  adapted  for  the  execution  oC 
his  iniidious  defigns.  Such  enormous  fins  are  en^ 
phatically  denominated  in  fcriptiire,  works  of  dark-, 
nefs,  becaufe  they  proceed  from  the  darknefs  of  igno- 
rance, from  thofe  who  love  darknefs  rather  than  light, 
and  lead  down  to  the  abodes  of  everlaftiiig  imfery  and 

wo. They  fay^  Who  fietb  m?'  &c.     They  flattei 

themfelves,  that  they  are  not  only  b^ond  the  reach 
of  human  obCervation,  but  excluded  from  the  view  of 
the  omnifdent  God«  Like  the  wicked  c^  whom  the 
royal  prophet  fpeaks,  *  they  iay.  The  Lord  fliall  not 
^  fee :  neither  ihall  the  God  of  Jacob  regard  it  *•* 
They  confider  not,  that  the  darknefs  hidetb  not  fronv 
him ;  but  the  night  ihineth  as  the  day :  that  thcTdark- 
nefs  and  the  light  are  both  alike  unto  him :  that  there 
is  no  darknefs,  or  (hadow  of  death,  where  the  workers, 
of  iniquity  may  hide  themfelves.-^^«^Tbe  wo  which 
is  denounced  againft  perfons  of  this  defcription,  iiras 
remarkably  inflided  in  that  period  of  the  church,  to 
which  this  prophecy  had  a  peculiar  reference,  wherein 
the  Jewifli  priefts  and  rulers,  under  the  moft  art&t 
difguife  and  vile  hypocrify,  endeavoured  to  cover 
their  counfels  and  a&ions.  Notwithftanding,  they 
found  by  experience,  the  extreme  foUy  of  all  their 
concealed  deep-laid  defigns,  and  that  there  is  no  wi£- 
dom  or  counfel  againft  the  Lord.  Warned  by  their 
example,  let  us,  in  every  eiiterprife  in  which  we  en- 
gage, aik  direction  of  God :  let  us  come  to  the  light, 
that  our  deeds  mav  be  made  manifeft ;  and  endeavour 
fo  to  live,  as  thofe  vho.are  confcious,  that  the  Lord 
feeth  and  knoweth  us. 

*  Pfal.  xciv.  7. 
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1 6  Surely  your  turning  of  things  updde 
down  fhall  be  efteemed  as  the  potters  clay :  for 
ihall  the  work  fay  of  him  that  made  it,  He 
made  me  not  ?  or  (hall  the  thing  framed  fay  of 
him  that  framed  it,  .He  had  no  underftanding  ? 

The  abfurdity  of  the  ivicked  principles  and  prac- 
tices mentioned  in  the  preceding  verfe^  is  here  repre-l 
fented  in  figurative  language;  and  illuftrated  by  a 
beautiful  fimilitude,  taken  from  tjhe  work  of  the 
potter.— '—Light  pieces  of  furniture,  and  particularly 
difhes  of  any  fort,  when  nicely  cleaned,  are  turned 
upfide  down,  that  the  dufl:,  or  any  thing  dirty,  that 
adheres  to  them,  may  be  entirely  taken  away«  In 
allufion  to  this  well  known  pradice,  God  declared^ 
^  I  will  wipe  Jerufalem,  as  a  man  wipeth  a  diih, 

*  wiping  and  turning  it  upfide  down  *.*  If  our  pro- 
phet refers  to  this  cuftom,  the  words  import,  that  the 
great  pains  taken  by  the  perfons  fpoken  of,  to  make 
tleafi  the  outfide  of  the  cup  and  platter,  fhould  prove 
of  no  avail,  and  be  attended  with  no  permanent 
good  efieds.  Things  are  faid  to  be  turned  updde 
down,  when  their  (ituation  is  reverfed,  and  their  ap- 
pearance totally  altered.  In  this  fenfe,  the  exprellion 
is  ufed  by  Ifaiah,  in  the  following  prediction :  ^  The 
i  Lord  maketh  the  earth  empty  and  wade,  and  turn- 

*  eth  it  upfide  down.'  If  the  allufion  is  to  this 
circumftance,  the  phrafe  denotes,  that  thofe  who 
were  the  fubjeds  of  this  prophecy,  were  to  aiTume  a 
new  and  different  appearance  from  what  they  had 
formerly  done,  and  that  they  were  to  be  deprived  of 
thofe  thin  difguifes  under  which  they  had  been  con- 
cealed. Things  are  ,alfo  faid  to  be  turned  upfide 
down,  when  their  proper  order  is  inverted,  and  they 
are  reduced  to  a  ftate  of  anarchy  and  confufion. 
This  is  the  meaning  of  the  words,  in  the  charge 
brought  againft  the  apoftles  of  Jefus  Chrift  by  their 

^  2  Kings  ud..  13^ 

enemies* 
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enemies,  of  turning  the  world  upfide  down.  If  the 
expreflion  is  ufed  in  this  fenfe,  it  fignificantly  de* 
fcribes  the  perverfe  condud  of  thofe  who  prefume  to 
invert  the  beautiful  order  that  God  hath  eftabliflied ; 
who  place  a  dead  idol  in  the  room  of  the  living  God, 
and  the  traditions  of  men  in  room  of  his  command«^ 
ments ;  who  fubftitute  external  (hew  in  place  of  inter- 
nal purity  i  who  put  light  for  darknefs,  and  darkaefs 
for  light ;  good  for  evil^  and  evil  for  good.  All  thefe 
inverfions,  our  prophet  declares,  (hall  be  efteemed  as 
the  potter's  clay,  the  form  and  (hape  of  which  is  eafily 
and  quickly  altered,  and  is  changed  at  the  pleafure 
of  the  potter.  In  like  manner,  the  Almighty  was 
entirely  to  abolifh  the  corrupt  fyftems  that  were  pre- 
fumptuoufly  adopted,  and  to  make  the  devices  of  the 
people  of  ^one  effed.— — The  inconfiftency  of  the 
condud  which  is  here  reprobated,  is  next  exhibited 
by  a  ftriking  (imilitude. 

Forjl^all  the  work  fay  of  him  that  made  it 9  He  made 
me  not^  &c.  Wicked  men,  who  endeavour  to  dover 
their  deOgns  from  God,  pradicaliy  declare,  that  they 
believe  not  his  omniicience ;  and  fo  virtually  deny, 
that  he  is  truly  God,  and  that  he  is  their  Maker. 
To  ad  in  this  manner,  is  as  inconfiftent  and  abfurd, 
as  if  a  pi^ce  of  work  ihould  fay  to  him  that  made  it. 
He  made  me  not :  he  had  no  underAanding.  it  is 
contrary  to  the  principles  of  found  reafon,  and  the 
nature  of  things,  to  deny  the  ubiquity  of  the  divine 
prefence,  and  to  refufe  to  acknowledge  God  as  our 
Creator ;  or  to  pretend  to  hide  any  thing  from  him 
that  knoweth  our  thoughts  zhx  off.  All  that  we 
have,  depends  upon  his  pleafure :  all  that  we  do,  is 
performed  under  his  infpedion,  who  will  no^  fail  to 
difcover  the  perverfity  and  falfehood  of  fuch  corrupt 
reafonings  as  are  here  reproved.  God  being  the 
firft  caufe  of  all  things,  it  is  iihpo(rible  that  any  crea- 
ture can  devife,  underftand,  or  execute  the  moft 
fecret  fcheme,  without  the  knowledge  ofhis  Maker. 
^  Underdand,  ye  bruti(h  among  the  people :  and  ye 

*  fools, 
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*  fools,  when  will  ye  be  wife  ?    He  that  planted  the 

*  ear,  fhall  he  not  hear?  he  that  formed  the  eye, 
^  {hall  he  not  fee  ?    The  Lord  knoweth  the  thoughts 

*  of  man,  that  they  are  vanity  *>*  Let  us  learn  to 
acknowledge  with  humility  the  divine  fovereigntyn 
and  our  entire  dependence*  upon  God.  Let  us  be- 
ware of  inverting  the  order  he  hath  eftabliihed,  and 
of  calling  in  queftion  our  infinite  obligations  to  him, 
for  life,  and  breath,  and  all  things.  He  is  our  Creator^ 
and  we  are  his  creatures :  he  is  our  Lord,  and  we 
are  his  fubje&s :  it  is  therefore  juft,  that  we  obey 
his  authority ;  and,  upon  all  occafions,  manifeft  our 
conftant  dependence  upon  his  power^  goodnefs,  and 
faithfulnefs. 

I  y  Is  it  not  yet  a  very  little  while,  and  Leba-* 
non  (hall,  be  turned  into  a  fruitful  fielcl,  and  the 
fruitful  field  fhall  be  efleemed  as  a  foreil  ? 

• 

To»  the  foregoing  prophecies  is  fubjoined  the  re« 
markable  predidion  I  have  how  read,  relative  to  the 
.call  of  the  Gentiles  into  the  xhurch  of  God,  in  place 

of  the  Jews. The  time  in  which  this  great  event 

was  to  come  to  pafs,  is  here  fpoken  of,  as  a  very  little 
while,  after  this  prophecy  was  delivered.  Though, 
from  that  period,  above  feven  hundred  years  elapfed 
ere  the  fon  of  God  was  manifefted  in  the  flefh,  and 
this  memorable  event  did  not  take  place  until  a  con- 
fiderable  time  after  his  appearance  on  earth,  it  is  not- 
withftanding  foretold  to  happen  in  a  very  little  while. 
Howevef  long  the  period  may  appear  to  human  view, 
between  the  delivery  and  accomplUhmeut  of  this  pro- 
mife,  yet,  in  the  fight  of  the  eternal  Jehovah,  with 
whom  a  thoufand  years  are  but  as  one  day,  it  feemed 
but  a  very  little  while.  Our  Lord'j  fecond  coming, 
predi£^ed  above  feventeen  hundred  years  ago,  is  fore- 
told in  fimilar  terms  with  thefe  now  before  us :  *  Tet 

*  PiaL  xctT.  8,9.  II. 
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^  a  little  vhile^  and  he  that  (hall  come  will  come,  and 
^  will  not  tarry  *•'  At  the  expirt^ticm  of  the  time 
fii^ed^ 

Lebanon  Jhall  be  turned  info  afrmtfidjieldy  &c«  The 
condition  of  both  places  (hall  be  entirely  reverfed« 
Among  the  mountains  of  Paleftine^  the  mod  remark- 
able and  the  moft  celebrated,  in  the  facred  writings, 
was  mount  Lebanon.  This  goodly  mountain,  fituated 
on  the  borders  of  the  land  of  Canaan  toward  the 
Aortb,  was  remarkable  for  its  height,  magnificence, 
and  the  abundance  of  excellent  cedars  which  adeemed 
its  fummit,  exhibiting  a  truly  noble  and  majeftic  ap- 
pearance. It  is  evident,  from  the  oonnedion  m  which 
this  predi&ion  (lands,  that  Lebanon  is  not  literally, 
but  (iguratively  to  b^  underftood  in  this  veife.  From 
what  follows,  the  prophet  feems  plainly  to  have 'had 
in  view,  a  fpiritual  change  and  conver(ion,  which  was 
to  be  a^ccompliihed  upon  thofe  who  are  intended  by 
this  bold  figurative  exprellion.  The  change  which 
he  foretels  was  to  be  ene&ed,  in  confequence  of  the 
Spirit  being  abundantly  poured  out  from  on  high,  as 
we  learn  from  chap,  xxxii.  1 5.  of  this  jH'ophecy^  and 
the  predicted  converflon,  was  to  be  accompanied  with 
happy  fpiritual  confequences.  The  (lately  extenfive 
foreft  with  which  mount  Lebanon  was  covered,  may 
denote,  in  the  prophetic  ftyle,  the  large  and  powerful 
kingdoms  of  the  Gentiles,  which,  for  long  time,  con- 
tinued in  their  natural  uncultivated  condition  j  fome 
of  which  had  grown  up  to  great  eminence,  and  were 
highly  elevated,  in  refpe&  of  grandeur,  ftrengtb,  and 
influence.  Thefe  were  to  be  turned  into  a  fruitful 
field.  Every  high  thing,  that  exalted  itfelf  againft  the 
knowledge  and  obedience  of  God,  was  to  be  laid  low : 
whatfoever  hurt,  or  offended,  was  to  be  rooted  oat , 
and  the  fallow  ground  was  to  be  brokeri  up,  by  the 
minidry  of  the  gofpel.  Multitudes  were  to  be  ad- 
mitted within  the  hedge  of  the  divine  piotedion,  and 

*  Hcb.  z.  37. 

encoD^Ktffed 


Ver.  xj.     PROPHECHES  of  ISAUH.  62^ 

encdmpaffed  by  the  divine  favour :  diey  were  to  have 
fown  among  them  the  precious  feed  of  the  word  of 
God,  which  was  to  be  watered  by  the  dew  of  heaves. 
In  confequence  whereof,  they  were  to  become  fruitful 
in  hoiinefs  and  righteoufnefs ;  and  to  refemble  a 
fruitful  field,  or  the  garden  of  the  Lordy  wherein  he 
ddights. 

And  the  fruitful  Jield  Jhall  be  efle$9^d  Oi  a  foreji. 
The  Hebrew  word  Carmel^  here  tranflated  a  frmtfui 
Jieldj  was  the  name  of  a  very  rich  and  fertile  moun- 
tain in  Judea,  abounding  vidth  excellent  vines,  olive* 
trees,  and  delicious  fruits,  covered  in  part  with  luxur- 
riant  pafture,  and  the  beft  of  corn.  So  excellent  and 
valuable  were  its  produ£tion6,  that,  ^mong  the  Jews, 
whatever  poflefTed  much  fertility,  wealth,  and  beauty, 
was  called  Carmel.  This  famous  mduntain  exhibited 
a  ftriking  emblem  of  the  Jewiih  church,  which  was 
often  fpoken  of  as  a  fruitful  field,  having  been  culti- 
vated under  the  peculiar  diredion  and  care  of  God 
himfelf,  who  committed  unto  them  his  lively  oracles^ 
and  refrefhed  them  with  the  dew  of  his  bleffing.  Hay- 
ing conferred  upon  tbeai  the  mod  important  privi- 
leges, whereby  they  were  diftinguiQied  from  othef 
nations;,  they  brought  forth  thofe  precious  fruits 
which  were  honourable  to  God,  and  ornamental  to 
themfelves.<i*»-^oncerning  this  fruitful  field,  our 
prophet  foretold,  that  it  (hall  be  efteemed  as  a  foreft, 
which  confifts  of  a  confufed  irregular  multitude  of 
trees,  deftitute  of  order  and  of  fruit.  The  Jewiih 
church,  deprived  of  the  vigilant  care  of  Jehovah,  and 
the  falutary  inftitutions  wherewith  they  had  been  long 
favoured,  together  with  the  communications  of  divine 
grace  whereby  they  had  been  enriched,  were  to  be 
reduced  to  a  wild  diforderly  ftate,  in  which  they  were 
not  to  yield  fruit  unto  God*  Devoid  of  faith  in  the 
true  Meffiah,  and  deferted  of  God,  who,  in  times  paft, 
had  conferred  upon  them  many  fignal  advantages, 
they  foon  became  like  a  widely  fcattered  barren  foreftw 
This  predi£tion  is  of  limilar  import  with  that  delivered 

to 
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to  the  Jews  by  Jefus  Chrift  htmfelf,  Matth.'xxi.  ij. 

•  Therefore  fay  1  unto  you,  The  kingdom  of  God 

*  ihall  be  'taken  from  you,  and  given  to  a  nacion 
^  bringing  forth  the  fruits  thereof.'  This  great  evenr, 
\¥hich  is  confpicuous  to  the  view  of  all,  bath  verified 
the  predidion  fo  exa31y,  as  to  require  no  iliuftration. 
Take  heed  then,  brethren,  iefl,  by  the  abufe  of  (he 
privileges  which  you  enjoy  with  the  gofpet,  and  the 
rejefHon  of  thecompaffionate  Redeemer,  you  provoke 
the  Moft  High  to  diveft  you  of  them ;  and  to  confer 
them  upon  thofe  who  will  be  more  fruitful,  aod 
more  thankful, 

1 8  IF  And  in  that  day  fhall  the  deaf  hear  the 
words  of  the  book,  and  the  eyes  of  the  lylind 
jfliall  fee  out  of  obfcurity,^  and  out  of  darknef^. 

The  happy  confequences  of  the  Geniiles  being  called 
into  the  church^  of  God,  are  next  foretold  in  this  and 
the  following  verfes.-— -^n^/  in  that  day  ;  in  that  re> 
markable  feafon,  wherein  the  wonderful  revolution 
above  predided,  fhall  be  aicomplifhed,  the  deafJhaU 
hear  the  words  of  the  book :  fo  called,  by  way  of  emi- 
nence,  to  intimate  its  fuperior  excellence  to  every 
other  book.  The  book,  which  contains  the  vifion  of 
aU,  mentioned  in  verfe  1 1  th ;  the  book  of  the  Lord, 
which  is  required  to  be  fought  out,  and  read,  in 
chap,  xxxiv.  i6.  of  this  prophecy,  is  doubtleis  that 
which  is  here  meant.  At  the  time  to  which  this  pre- 
didion  refers,  it  was  both  literally  and  figuratively 
fulfilled ;  and,  by  confidering  its  accomplifiiment,  we 
may  afcertain  its  true  import.  Among  the  many  mi- 
raculous cures  wrought  by  Jefus  Chrift  and  his 
apoftles,  thofe  who  were  deftitute  of  the  fenfe  of  hear- 
ing, had  their  ears  unftopped,  and  were  made  to  hear 
the  word  of  God.  The  anfwer,  therefore,  which  our 
Lord  returned  to  the  inquiry  of  John  the  Baptift,  re- 
fpe&ing  his  being  the  promifed  Meffiah,  runs  thus : 
^  Cro,  and  Ihew  John  again  thefe  diings  which  je  do 

*  hear 
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^  hear  and  fee.;  the  blind  receive  their  fight,  and  the 
^  lame  ivalk  j  the  lepers  are  cleanfed,  and  the  deaf 
^  hear  ;*  the  dead  are  raifed  up,  and  the  poor  have 
^  the  gofpel  preached  onto  them/  Thefe  were  thtt 
wonderful  works  which,  according  to  the  predifkions 
of  our  prophet,  God  would  perform,  when  he  was  to 
come  and  iave  us.  Then  was  this  prophecy  literally 
accompliihed :  and  not  long  after,  it  was  verified  in 
a  fpiritual  fenfe,  when  thofe  who,  having  ears,  heard 
not,  neither  did  underftand,  through  ignora^lce,  pre- 
judice, and  carnal  affections ;  were  desif  to  the  gra- 
cious calls  of  God's  providence,  word,  and  Spirit,  and 
remained  indifferent  to  his  holy  commands,  his  awful 
threatening^,  and  precious  proraifes,  had  their  ears 
opened  to  the  inftrudions  of  wifdom.  Notwithftandp 
ing  they  did  not  anfwer,  when  God  called  upon  them ; 
though  they  did  not  hear,  when  he  fpake  to  them  in 
the  moA  alluring  manivsr ;  though  they  did  not  re- 
gard, when  God  ftretched  out  his  hands  to  them,  and 
condefcended  to  fay.  In  returning  and  refl  ihall  ye 
be  faved :  yet  God,  in  fovereign  mercy,  was  pleafed 
to  unftop  their  ears,  to  make  them  attend  diligently 
to  the  things  fpoken  concerning  fatvation,  to  in- 
cline their  ears  to  hearken  diligently,  and  to  come 
unto  him,  that  their  fouls  might  live.  In  this  man- 
ner, were  the  deaf  made  to  hear  the  words  of  this 
Book. 

And  the  eyes  of  the  blind  Jhall  fee  out  ofobfcurity^  &c. 
At  the  lame  time,  and  in  the  fame  manner,  that  the 
preceding  article  was  fulfilled,  the  one  now  before  us 
received  its  accomplilhmenc.  Not  a  few  of  the  blind, 
who  were  deftitute  of  bodily  fight,  had  their  eyes 
opened  by  Jefus  Chrifl,  and  his  apoftles,  to  whom  he 
gave  power  to  work  this,  as  well  as  many  other  flu^ 
pendous  miracles.  Some  inlbnces  truly  aflonifhing 
are  mentioned  by  the  infpired  writers  of  the  New 
Teftament,  by  which,  with  many  more  paffed  over  in 
filence,  this  prediction  was  literally  fulfilled.  Befides, 
like  the  former,  it  receives  a  fpiritual  completion, 

when 
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when  men,  whom  the  god  of  this  world  hath  blinded, 
and  whofe  undeiiftandings  are  darkened  through  the 
ignorance  that  is  in  them,  have  the  eyes  of  their  minds 
opened  to  fee  the  light  of  the  knowledge  of  the  gfeiy 
of  God,  ihiaing  in  the  face  of  Jefus  Chrift.  When 
God  opens  the  ears,  he  likewife  opens  the  eyes  of  fin- 
ners,  to  fe^  the  many  woaders  ccmtained  in  his  law 
and  gofpei,  and  his  glory  therein  rerealed.  He  dit 
pels  the  clouds  of  ignorance  in  which  they  were  in* 
votved :  he  Removes  the  rail  of  corrupt  prejudices, 
and  fenfual  affedions,  which  blinded  their  eyes :  he 
gives  them  to  fee  their  need  of  th^  Saviour,  and  to 
difcern  their  true  intereft,  duty,  and  happinefs.  In 
confequence  whereof,  they  who  were  fpiritually  bHnd^ 
and  never  beheld  any  b^iuty  or  excellence  in  divtae 
obje^s,  are  made  to  fee  out  of  that  oMcurity  and 
darknefs  in  which  they  had  been  enveloped*  Beii^ 
made  light  in  the  Lord,  they  walk  as  children  (x 
light ;  and  thus  this  predi£Hon  is  fulfilled  in  its  fp- 

ritual  fenfe. ^How  wonderful,  how  important,  the 

change  foretold  in  this  verfe !  The  moft  potifhed  na- 
tions  in  the  world,  who  cultivated  the  moil  ufeful 
arts,  have  difcovered  their  ignorance  and  blindnds, 
with  refpe£t  to  fjpiritual  and  divine  objeds.  For  the 
improvement  of  language,  they  iiivented  grammar 
and  rhetoric ;  for  the  affiftance  of  reafon,  they  intro- 
duced logic ;  for  foothing  the  pafiions,  they  dev%d 
philofophy ;  for  the  benefit  of  fociety,  they  'framed 
laws;  and  for  removing  various  bodily  dtftemp^ 
they  prefcribed  remedies :  but  how  to  cure  their  ipi- 
ritual  dilbrders,  they  were  totally  unacquainted^  mi 
defe£live  in  the  extreme.  '  This  afie£ling  confidera- 
tion  ought  to  induce  us  highly  to  prize  and  improve 
that  revelation,  which  contains  promifes  of  fuck  in* 
eftimable  benefits  as  thefe  we  have  now  been  ex|^aiii- 
ing.  May  you  who  have  hitherto  been  deaf  to  the 
awful  alanns  of  wrath  founded  from  mount  Sinai, 
and  the  kind  invitations'  of  grace  fent  from  moont 

Sion,  be  made  to  hear  the  voice  of  the  Son  of  God, 

a»d 
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and  live !  May  you  who  have  been  blind  to  the  dread- 
ful horrors,  and  glorious  beauties,  exhibit^  in  this 
book,  have  your  eyes  opened  to  fee  them,  that  to-day 
you  may  experience  this  fcripture  fulfilled  in  your 
ear^i 

19  The  meek  alfo  (hall  increafe  tbetr  joy  in 
the  Lord,  and  the  poor  among  men  fhall  rejoice 
ih  the  holy  One  of  lirael. 

* 

Thefe  words  point  out  another  happy  effed  that 

"Was  to  accompany  the  converfion  of  the  Gentiles. 

The  perfons  whom  our  prophet  firft  mentions,  are 
the  meek.  Though  every  divine  grace  be  eflential,  in 
Ibme  meafure,  to  the  Chriftian  charafter,  there  are 
fome  graces  which  are  in  a  fpecial  manner  requifite, 
and  peculiarly  amiable,  in  the  followers  of  the  Son  of 
God.  Of  this  clafs,  are  thofe  which  are  intimately 
conneded  with  the  divine  attributes,  eminently  mani« 
fefted  in  the  redemption  obtained  by  Jefus  Chrift; 
which  were  wonderfully  exemplified  in  his  life  and 
death ;  which  are  moft  fuited  to  the  deiign  he  had  in 
view  to  accomplifh,  and  the  endearing  relation  to 
God  to  which  we  are  advanced.  Among  thefe, 
eieeknefs  holds  a  diftinguifhed  place:  and  by  this 
lovely  temper,  the  people  of  God  are  frequently  de« 
nominated*  This  remark  is  fo  obvious  to  an  atten- 
tive reader  of  the  Bible,  that  it  is  unnecefTary  to  ad- 
duce proofs  and  illuftrations.  It  may  be  of  more  im« 
portance  here  to  obferve,  that  the  meek  have  learned 
of  Jefus  Chrift,  to  be  meek  and  lowly  in  heart ;  and 
that  this  choice  fruit  of  his  Spirit  discovers  itfelf,  in 
their  temper  toward  God,  in  their  condud  toward 
their  brethren,  and  their  deportment  as  it  refpeds 

themfelve& ^1  o  the  authority  of  God  exprefied  in 

his  word,  they  yield  a  cheerful  fubmiffion  and  obe- 
dience. Diffident  of  themfelves,  and  fenfible  of  their 
need  of  divine  inftruftion,  they  diligently  ftudy  to 
l^arn  more  and  more  of  the  mind  of  God,  and  hear- 
tily 
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tily  acquiefce  in  the  intimations  he  is  pleafed  to  give 
them  of  his  btefled  will.  Laying  apart  all  filthinefs 
and  fuperfluity  of  nat(ghcinefs,  they  receive  with 
meekneis,  modefty,  and  humility,  the  ingrafted  word) 
which  is  able  to  fave  their  fouls  *«  To  the  difpenfa* 
tions  of  his  providence,  they  yield  with  placid  refig- 
nation.  Convinced  that  the  Lord  is  righteous  in  all 
his  ways,  however  adverfe  and  affli&ive  they  may  ap- 
pear for  the  prefent,  they  fubtnit,  without  murmuring 
or  fretfulnefs,  to  whatfoever  he  is  pleafed  to  appoint. 
With  correfponding  difpofitions  of  mind,  they  adopt 
the  language  of  the  excellent  worthies  mentioned  in 
fcripture,  faying,  *  The  Lord  gave,  and  the  Lord  hath 
*  taken  away;  bleiTed  be  the  name  of  the  Lordf. 
<  The  will  of  the  Lord  be  done|.' ^To  their  bre- 
thren, even  to  all  men,  they  (hew  meeknefs.  Not 
eafily  provoked  to  rafli  anger,  to  fevere  cenfure,"*  to 
fruitlefs  contention,  or  (inful  revenge,  which  ruffles 
the  temper,  and  tempts  to  retaliate,  they  patiently 
bear  the  indignities  and  injuries  that  are  done  to  them. 
In  all  their  tranfadtions,  they  avoid,  with  caution,  giv* 
ing  juft  ground  of  offence  to  perfons  of  any  delcirip- 
tion ;  and  carefully  endeavour,  upon  all  occafions,  to 
reprefs  the  rifings  of  refentment.  When  required  to 
give  a  reafon  of  the  faith  and  hope  that  is  in  them, 
they  do  it  with  meeknefs  and  fear;  when  called  to 
inftrud  thofe  who  oppofe  themfelves,  they  ad  in  the 
fame  manner,  if  peradventure  God  will  give  them  re- 
pentance, to  the  acknowledgment  of  the  truth. 

With  refped  to  themfelves,  meeknefs  teaches  them, 
the  important  leflfons  of  moderating  their  defires,  of 
ruling  their  fpirits,  and  fubduing  their  pailions,  ac- 
cording to  the  precepts  contained  in  the  word  of 
God.  It  difpofes  to  the  l\^umble  felf-denied  perform- 
ance of  the  various  duties  incumbent  upon  them,  in 
their  feveral  Rations  and  relations,  that,  in  all  lowli- 
nefs  and  meeknefs,  they  may  walk  worthy  of  the  vo* 

♦  Jamcg  I.  21.      '     t  h^  i-  ^^k  t  AAs  xxi.  14. 
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cation  wherewith  they  are  called.-"^ — ^Perfons  of  this 
defcription, 

"Shall Joy  in  the  Lord.    Joy  is  that  pleafant  affeflioQ 

which  arifes  in  the  mind,  from  the  agreeable  profpeft, 

or  aftual  pofleffion,  of  fome  fubftantial  or  defirable 

benefits.    Sorrow  enfeebles  the  foul,  contrads  tlie 

heart,  and  deprefles  the  fpirits ;  whereas  joy  invigo^ 

rates  the  mind,  expands  and  enlivens  the  intdleSual 

powers.     A  merry  heart  <]oes  good  like  a  medicine. 

There  are  two  kinds  of  joy:  the  one  is  earthly,  and 

arifes  from  the  hope  or  the  enjoyment  of  the  good 

things  of  this  world ;  the  other,  which  is  heavenly, 

refults  from  the  profpeA  or  polTeffion  of  fpiritual  atkl 

eternal  bleffings.    The  former  is  natural  to  us,  as  we 

are  the  pofterity  of  the  firft  Adam,  who  was  of  this 

earth)  and  earthy ;  and  fprings  from  the  objefts  that 

are  fuited  to  our  earthly  bodies.    The  latter  is  pecu* 

liar  to  thofe  who  are  conne&ed  with  the  fecond 

Adam,  the  Lord  from  heaven ;  and  proceeds  from 

celeftial  objeds,  fuited  to  our  renovated  powers.  The 

former  is  extremely  precarious  and  ihort^lived.    The 

latter  is  fublime,  permanent^  fatisfying,  and  increaf- 

ing.     The  former  muft  not  be  altogether  excluded : 

for  it  is  written,  ^  The  meek  (hall  inherit  the  earth  ;* 

and  it  is  highly  becoming,  that  they  rejoice  in  that 

inheritance,  which  is  the  gift  of  our  heavenly  Father. 

•The  latter,  however,  is  chiefly  intended,  even  that  fa« 

cred  joy,  which  is  the  fruit  of  the  Spirit,  that  flows 

from  peace  with  God  through  the  Lord  Jefus  Chrift» 

delight  in  the  ways  of  his  commandments,  and  the 

animating  view  of  eternal  glory.    It  is  emphatically 

denominated,  joy  in  the  boly  Ghoft ;  and  terminates 

in  the  Lord  Jehovah,  whofe  infinite  glory  is  difplayed 

in  his  works,  whofe  fupreme  authority  is  exprefled  in 

his  commands,  and  whofe  everlafting  faithfiilnefs  is 

pledged  in  his  promifes.    His  facred  name  is  there* 

fore  frequently  prefixed  in  fcripture,  to  the  account 

given  ot  the  works  that  he  hath  done,  to  the  precepts 

that  he  hath  delivered,  and  the  promifes  that  he  hath 

Vol.  11.  4  L  made ; 
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miAh  i  and  fAbjoined  to  tbofe  devout  affeftions  which 

have  a  fpecial  reference  to  him. llie  meek  fhall 

joy  in  the  gh>rioiis  perfedlons,  and  univerfal  ddhii- 
nion  of  Jehovah  the  Father,  trho  is  their  all-fufficient 
portion,  the  eternal  fource  from  whence  they  derive 
temporal,  fpiritual^  and  eternal  bleffings.  They  (bali 
rejoice  in  the  effential  glory,  the  profound  humilia* 
tiod,  the  divine  doftrines,  and  perfed  atonement  of 
Jehovah  the  Son,  in  his  complete  vidory  obtvncd 
over  their  enemies,  and  his  high  exaltation  to  the 
Hght  hand  of  the  eternal  majefly.  They  (hall  joy  in 
Jdiovah  the  Holy  Gbc^,  as  their  San^fier,  Guide, 
and  Comforter^  who  fubdues  their  ini^ities,  who  re- 
news their  naturesv  who  leads  them  mito  all  troth, 
who  ftrei^hens.them  with  all  isright,  and  admioiften 
to  them  confolatioD  in  all  their  diftr^e8.---^-Actord* 
ing  to  the  pr^didion  before  us. 

The  meekjhall  increafe  their  joy  in  the  Lord*,  When 
the  gofpel  c^  God  comes  unto  men  with  power,  and 
fumilbes  them  with  a  meek  and  quiet  fpirit,  they 
never  fill  to  experience  fome  degree  of  joy.  Accord- 
ingly we  read,  m  the  Ads  of  the  Apoftlea,  tbat  tbofe 
wiu)  were  added  unto  the  church,  gladly  received  the 
tvotd,  that  contains  good  tidings  of  great  joy.  it  is 
recorded,  in  the  account  given  of  the  converfion  of 
Zaccheus,  that,  after  our  Lord  called  him,  he  came 
down,  and  received  him  joyfully.  In  the  hiftory  of 
the  jailer's  converfion,  it  is  faid,  that  he  rejoiced,  be- 
lieving in  God  with  all  his  houfe.  Thefe  remarks 
perfedly  accord  with  what  our  Lord  hath  affirmed, 
that  when  a  man  hath  found  the  treafure  hid  in  a 
field  (by  which  fimilitude  the  kingdom  of  heaven  is 
meant),  for  joy  thereof,  he  goetb  and  feUeth  all  that 
he  hath,  and  buyeth  that  field.  This  joy»  however,  is 
comparatively  tittle  at  its  commencement,  in  refped 
of  what  it  afterward  gradually  advances  to.  llie  joy 
-  attained  by  the  meek  of  the  earth,  is  progreflive ;  and 
though  in  the  beginning  it  be  fmall,  yet  in  the  htter 
end  it  ihalL  greatly  increafe^  and  be  like  the  path  of 

the 
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the  juft,  which  fliineth  more  and  more  unto  the  per« 
fe£t  day.  In  the  New  Teftament  therefore,  where  the 
promifes  recorded  in  the  Old,  are  often  improved  for 
diredion  in  duty,  the  faints  are  required  to  grow  in 
grace,  to  increafe  more  and  more  in  all  the  fruits  of 
righteoufnefs ;  of  which,  joy  is  one  happy  effb£l«  In 
obedience  to  fuch  precepts,  they  go  from  on^  degree 
of  grace  and  (Irength  unto  another,  until  they  arrive 
betore  God,  perfdEt  in  Zion ;  and  in  propc»tion  as 
they  make  progrefs  in  other  graces  and  duties,  their 
joy  in  the  Lord  increafes.  As  they  grow  in  fubjec-* 
tion  to  the  diyine  authority,  in  refignation  to  the  di^ 
vine  difpofals,  in  bearing  provocations  from  men,  and 
in  regulating  their  temper  by  the  word  of  God,  their 
joy  in  the  Lord,  as  here  promifed,  (hall  be  progref-* 
lively  augmented,  until  it  become  joy  unfpeakable, 
and  lull  of  glory. 

yind  tb^.pQor  among  men  flsall  rejoice  in  the  holy  One 
ef  IfraeU  Man  being  conftituted  of  foul  and  body, 
be  may  be  faid  to  be  rich  or  poor,  in  reference  to 
either  his  bodily  or  fpiritual  interefts.  He  is  out- 
wardly poor,  refpe^ing  things  that  relate  to  this  pre- 
fent  life,  when  he  hath  no  more  than  barely  anfwecs 
his  temporal  neceffities,  and  is  in  great  meafure  defti^ 
tute  of  means  requiflte  to  fupply  his  wants.  I'his 
clafs  of  people,  to  whom  our  Lord  faith,  the  gofpel  is 
preached,  are  not  here  chiefly  intended ;  for  many  of 
tfaem,  in  the  midft  of  their  poverty,  have  proud  and 
ftubborn  hearts,  altogether  unprepared  for  rejoicing 
in  the  holy  One  of  Ifrael.  The  perfoos  whom  our 
prophet  had  principally  in  view,  are  the  fpirituaily 
poor,  who  are  deeply  fenfibje  of  their  inward  aecefii- 
ties,  and  their  need  of  the  true  riches ;  who  are  tm* 
portunate  with  God,  and  diligent  in  the  ufe  of  ap- 
pointed means,  to  get  their  wants  relieved.  In  few 
words,  they  are  the  meek,  the  humble  and  lowly  in 
heart,  the  felf-denled,  who  conftantly  depend  upon 
God  for  all  that  they  enjoy,  and  hope  to  receive. 
But  as  this  chara&er  is  fimilar  to  the  one  mentioned 

in 
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in  die  preceding  article,  it  is  unneceflary  to  enlarge. — 
Concerning  penons  of  this  defcription,  it  is  fcM'etold, 

Tbeyjhall  rijoice  in  the  holy  One  of  Ifra^U  Though 
the  form  of  expreffion  be  varied,  the  perfon,  in  whom 
the  poor  among  men  rejoice,  is  the  fame  Lord,  in 
iprhom  the  meek  place  their  chiefeft  joy.  Notwith- 
ilanding  that  in  the  eternal  Godhead  fubfifts,  the 
Father,  the  Son,  and  the  Holy  Ghoft,  yet  tbefe  three 
are  One,  the  holy  One  of  Ifrael ;  who  intruded  that 
people,  that  the  Lord  their  God  is  one  Lord  *.  He  is 
perredly  holy,  the  living  fource  and  pattern  of  all  the 
holinefs  poffeffed  by  his  people,  in  every  age  of  the 
world ;  and  therefore  he  juftly  merits  this  deiigna- 
tion,-~— Having  fpoken  of  the  character  here  afcrib- 
ed  to  God,  when  le&uring  from  chap.  xii.  of  this 
prophecy,  I  fhall  conclude  the  ilhiftratioa  of  this 
Terfe,  by  requefting,  that  you  endeavour,  to  acquire 
thefe  amiable  tempers  of  meeknefs  and  poverty  of 
fpirit.  For  this  purpofe,  cautioufly  avoid  every  thing 
inconfiftent  with  thefe  lovely  difpofitions.  Diligently 
iihprove  every  mean,  whereby  they  may  be  attained 
and  improved.  As  thefe  divine  graces  are  fruits  of 
the  Spirit,  and  the  effefts  of  his  blefled  operation, 
continue  inftant  in  prayer  to  the  God  of  :ul  grace, 
that  he  may  beautify  you  with  thefe  amiable  tempers. 
Frequently  contemplate  their  powerful  influence,  ex« 
liibited  in  the  life  and  fufferings  of  Jefus  Chrift,  t^ltil 
you  learn  of  him,  to  be  meek  and  lowly  in  heart. 
Then  may  you  hope,  that  God  will  guide  you  10 
lud^ent,  and  teach  you  his  way ;  that  you  (hall  in* 
hent  the  earth,  and  be  preferved  in  the  undifturbed 
poffeifion  of  your  inheritance ;  that  the  kingdom  of 
heaven  (hall  be  ^our  portion ;  and  that  you  (hall  ii^ 
creafe  your  joy  m  the  Lord. 

20  For  the  terrible  one  is  brought  to  nought, 
and  the  fcomer  is  confumed,  and  all  that  watch 
for  iniquity  are  cut  off. 

*  S<e  Deut.  vi.  4. 
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In  this  and  thie  21ft  verfe,  our  prophet  fok-etels  ano<9 
iher  eflfeft  that  was  to  accompany  the  ininiftry  of  the 
gofpel ;  nan^ely,  the  puniihment  of  the  enemies  of  the 

church,  whom  he  particularly  defcribes, Ftur  the 

terribly  otK  is  brought  to  nought.  Men  who  are  tyran- 
nical, rapacioust,  and  cruel,  appear  formidable  and 
terrible  to  thofe  who  dread  their  power,  and  are 
afraid  of  becoming  a  prey  to  them.  The  Chaldeans, 
who  were  a  ftrong  martial  people,  are  defcribed,  by 
the  prophet  Habakkuk,  as  a  terrible  nation*  By  the 
terrible  one,  may  be  here  meant,  the  fierce  and 
haughty  perfecutors  of  the  difciples  of  Jefus  Chrift ; 
fuch  as  H^rod,  Agrippa,  and  others,  who  (Iretcheci 
forth  their  hands  to  vex  the  church* — \^nd  the /corner 
is  confumed.  The  fcorner  may  denote,  the  proud 
and  arrogant,  who  caufe  ftrife  and  contention ;  who 
inake  a  mock  of  fm,  and  the  threatenings  denounced 
againil  tranfgrefTors ;  who  deride  and  contemn  the 
ivord  and  fervants  of  God.  Of  this  fort,  were  thofe 
blafphemous  fcoffers,  who  traduced  the  apoftles  of 
Jefus  Chrift,  when  filled  with  the  Spirit,  as  drunk  with 
new  wine,  and  ridiculed  the  do&rihes  which  they 

taught. And  all  that  ivatcb  for  iniquity  are  cut  ojf* 

Such  were  the  Scribes  and  Pharifees,  the  chief  priefls 
and  el4ers  of  the  Jewiih  people ;  among  whom  were 
Annas  and  Caiaphas,  who  confulted  together  how 
they  might  take  Jefus  by  fubtilty,  and  kill  him*. 
Such  alfo  were  thofe  who  convened  early  and  late, 
and  with  the  utmoft  vigilance  waited  for  an  opportu- 
nitv,  that  they  might  get  him  condemned  to  the  pu- 

xiiinment  of  the  crofs. Concerning  perfons  of  the 

above  defcriptions,  it  is  affirmed.  They  ate  brought  to 
nought — they  are  confumed — they  are  cut  off.  The  ex- 
prdEons,  which  are  of  fimilar  import,  are  all  in  the 
prefent  tenfe,  and  diverfified,  to  intimate  the  great- 
nefs,  the  extent,  and  certain  approach  of  the  predided 
events,  which  Vi/ere  accompliflied  in  their  feafon. 

*  Matth.  xxvi.  3,  4. 
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2 1  That  make  a  man  an  offender  for  a  word, 
and  lay  a  fnare  for  him  that  reproveth  in  the 
gate,  and  turn  afide  the  juft  for  a  thing  of 
nought* 

The  ftibjed  introduced  in  the  preceding  yerfe,  is 
ftere  ampUfied  and  itiuftrated.— — The  perfons  of 
vhom  the  prophet  fpeaks,  were  thofe  that  make  a 
num  an  offender  for  a  word.  Inftigated  by  hatred, 
envy,  and  other  malevolent  difpofitions,  they  watch- 
ed for  opportunities  of  accufmg  a  man,  however 
good  and  righteous,  under  the  flighteft  pretence, 
even  for  the  fmalleft  unguarded  expreffion,  that,  if 
poffihle,  it  might  be  made  the  ground  of  his  con-* 
demnation.  Such  were  the  perfecutors  of  Stephen ; 
who^  when  they  were  not  able  to  refift  the  wifdom 
and  the  fpirit  by  which  he  fpake,  fubomed  tnea 
who  faid.  We  have  heard  him  fpeak  blafphemoua 
words  againft  Mofes,  and  againft  God.  After  which, 
they  thruft  him  out  of  the  city,  and  ftoned  him  to 
death  *.  And  iay  a/narefor  him  that  reproveth  in 
the  gate.  The  gate  of  the  city  was  the  place,  in  an- 
cient times,  where  thofe  who  were  invefted  with  au- 
thority, difpenfed  judgment  and  juftice  among  the 
people,  and  where  the  fervants  of  God  reproved  and 
inftriided  them.  For  perfons  efpecially  of  this  laft 
charader,  the  m^  of  whom  our  prophet  fpeaks,  laid 
fnares,  that  they  might  entangle  and  apprehend  them, 
as  dangerous  members  of  ibciety,  and  obnoxious  to 
men  in  power.  Such  were  the  violent  men  from 
whom  the  prophet  David  requefted,  that  he  might  be 
kept ;  who,  he  fays,  purpofed  to  overthrow  his  go- 
ings, fpread  a  net  for  him  by  the  way-fide,  and  fet 
gins  f  •  Such  were  the  infidious  Pharifees  and  Sad- 
ducees,  who  perfecuted  the  apoftle  Paul,  formed  a 
confpiracy  againft  his  life,  and  bound  therafelvcs  un- 
der a  curfe,  that  they  would  neither  «at  nor  drink 

*  Afts  VI.  14.  t  P^  cJ- 1- 
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till  they  had  killed  him  *.  ■  ■  And  turn  aftde  the  jufi 
for  a  tbing  <if  naugMn  They  endeavoured,  by  various 
means,  to  torn  aiide  holy  and  upright  men  from 
the  good  ways  <^  the  Lord :  they  reprefented  them  ia 
an  odious  light,  and  tried  to  pervert  their  righteous 
'caufe*  This  condud  received  confiderable  aggrava- 
tion from  its  ferving  no  valuable  purpofe,  and  being 
Attended  with  no  real  advantage  to  thofe  who  were 
thus  employed.  Of  this  defcription,  were  the  vtolenc 
treacherous  perfons  among  the  Jews,  who  pieafed  not 
God,  and  were  contrary  to  all  men ;  ^who  perfecuted 
not  only  their  own  prophets,  but  likewife  Jefus  Chrift^ 
and  his  holy  apoftles.  Thefe,  all  thefe  dangerous 
enemies  of  the  church  of  Chrift,  were  brought  fo 
nought,  confumed,  and  cut  off,  according  to  this 
fpredt&ion,  at  the  period  wherein  the  Romans  over«- 
tomed  the  Jewifli  church  and  ftate.-*— ^Learn  then 
the  certain  defolation  and  overthro'Ar  of  the  enemies 
of  God's  people,  who,  by  various  ways,  endeavour 
to  annoy  and  perfecute  thera.  Upon  thofe  who  ob- 
llinately  perfift  in  fuch  criminal  condud,.  God,  in 
righteoufnefs,  will  execute  the  puniihment  here  de* 
nounced.  Notwithftanding  he  fent  his  Son.  to  die 
for  us,  while  we  were  yet  enemies,  yet  thofe  who  re- 
fufe  to  believe  in  him,  who  contemn  and  reject  him, 
(hall  furely  perifli.  His  abufed  goodnefs  will  caufe 
his  wrath  to  burn^  and  his  incorrigible  adverfaries 
iball  be  made  to  feel  his  righteous  vengeance. 

22  Therefore  thus  faith  the  Lord,  who  re- 
deemed Abraham,  concerning  the  houfe  of  Ja- 
cob, Jacob  fliall  not  now  be  afliamed,  neither 
Chall  his  face  now  wax  pale. 

Another  confequence  which  was  to  refult  from  the 
calling  of  the  Gentiles,  to  participate  in  the  benefits 
of  divine  grace,  is  predifted  in  this  and  the  two  foU 

lowing 
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lowing  verfes ;  namely,  the  happy  increafe  of  that  fpi* 
ritual  Ifrael,  in  whom  the  image  of  the  patriarch  Ja«> 

cob  9/2i%  to  (bine  forth* Our  prophet,  when  he 

introduces  any  new  fubje£t,  of  peculiar  excellence  and 
importance,  commonly  begins  with  fome  folemn  pre«> 
face,  fuited  to  the  topic  of  difcourfe.  This  renfiark  is 
verified  in  the  verfe  before  us,  where  the  particular 
branch  of  the  prophecy  we  are  now  to  confider,  com- 
mences with  thefe  emphatical  words :  Therefore  tlnu 
faith  the  Lordy  who  redeemed  Abrabaau  God  brought 
him  forth  from  Ur,  of  the  Chaldees,  from  among  an 
idolatrous  people,  and  conferred  upon  him  many  im^* 
portant  benefits.  He  refcued  him  out  of  the  bands 
of  his  fpiritual  enemies ;  he  delivered  him  from  the 
curfe  of  the  law ;  he  blefled  him,  and  made  him  a 
blefling ;  he  dignified  him  with  the  honourable  name 
of  the  Father  of  the  faithful,  and  the  Friend  of  God. 
As  the  meek  and  poor  among  men,  converted  to  the 
faith  of  Jefus  Chrift,  were  to  be  conduced,  under 
the  fpecial  care  of  divine  providence,  out  of  the  land 
of  Judea,  that  they  might  carry  the  divhie  lamp  of 
the  gofpel  unto  all  nations,  that  the  promifes  made  td 
Abraham  might;  be  accompliihed,  it  is  with  peculiar 
propriety  that  God  is  here  defigned,  the  Redeemer 
of  that  renowned  patriarch.— -—The  predi&ion  itfelf 
relates  to  the  houfe  of  Jacob :  not  his  natural  defcend- 
ants,  many  ot  whom  had  juft  caufe  to  be  afhamed ; 
but  to  his  fpiritual  pofterity,  who,  like  him,  were 
eminently  pofTefTed  of  the  fpirit  of  grace  and  fupplica- 
cation — who  were  Ifraelites  indeed,  in  whom  there 
yras  no  guile ;  the  generation  of  them  that  feek  the 
face  of  the  God  of  Jacob,  wno  receive  from  him  the 
bleding,  and  righteoufnefs  from  the  God  of  falvation. 
This  houfe  was  compofed  of  thofe  who  were  Jews  in- 
wardly, whofe  circumcifion  is  that  of  the  heart,  in 
the  fpirit,  and  not  in  the  letter ;  whofe  praife  is  not 
of  men,  but  of  God  *.' ^Of  them  it  is  foretold, 

*  Rom.  u,  29. 
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yacohjhall  not  now  be  ajhamed^  neither  Jhall  his  fau 
wax  pale.  At  the  period  to  v^hich  this  prediction  re« 
ferred,  his  fpifitual  children  were  not  to  have  any 
reafon  to  be  alhamed  or  afi'aid.  Shame  commonly 
reddens  the  face ;  fear  divefts  it  of  its  vivid  colour, 
and  makes  it  look  pale.  The  expreffion  may  import, 
that  the  caufes  v^hich  had  formerly  operated  to  their 
'difgrace  and  reproach,  and  had  excited  many  anxious 
fears,  were  to  be  removed.  Delivered  from  thofe 
uneafy  circumftances  which  contributed  to  diftrefs. 
them,  and  raifed  fuperior  to  their  enemies,  they  were 
not  to  be  confounded  by  unexpeded  difappointments, 
nor  intimidated  by  the  oppodtion  or  contempt  they 
might  meet  with.  In  the  exercife  of  humble  confi- 
dence, and  holy  fortitude,  they  were  to  be  diligently 

and  fuccefsfuUy  employed  in  the  fervice  of  God. 

Happy  (late !  Shame  and  fear  enfeeble  the  a£Hv6 
powers  of  the  mind,  and  hinder  the  vigorous  per- 
formance of  any  arduous  enterprife ;  whereas  con- 
fidence and  courage,  in  adhering  to  the  gofpel  of 
Chrift,  are  accompanied  with  fetenity.  and  tranquillity 
of  foul.  Arm  yourfelves  then,  brethren,  with  the 
fame  mind :  purfue  your  Chriftian  warfare  with  un- 
daunted intrepidity ;  and  folicitou fly  avoid  every 
thing  that  might  excite  the  uneafy  paflion^  of  Iham^ 
and  fear. 

23  But  when  he  feeth  his  children,  the  work 
of  mine  hands  in  the  midft  of  him,  they  fhall 
fandify  my  name,  and  ftndify  the  holy  One  of 
Jacob,  and  fhall  fear  the  God  of  Ifrael. 

The  agreeable  event  is  here  foretold,  that  was  to  cut 
off  all  the  occafions  of  reproach  and  difmay,  which, 
in  other  periods,  had  been  flrongly  felt  by  the  church 
of  God.— — The  perfon  of  whom  our  prophet  fpeaks, 
is  Jacob,*  who  reprefented  his  fpiritual  pofterity,  that 
refemble  him  in  fpirit  and  pradioe ;  and  in  whom  he 
may  be  faid  to  Uve,  as  parents  do  in  their  children. 

Vol.  II.  4M  The 
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The  children;  virhom  he  feeth  in  the  midft  of  him,  or 
of  his  houfe,  are  difcriminated  from  all  other  people 
bv  this  peculiar  benefit,  whereby  God  renews  them, 
aner  his  image,  andibrms  them  for  his  glory.  That 
they  may  come  under  this  defcription  in  the  fiill  fenfe. 
of  the  words,  he  regenerates  them  by  his  grace,  and 
creates  them  in  Chrift  Jefus  unto  ^ood  works.  This 
conftitutes  an  eiT&ntial  ingredient  m  the  character  of 
the  people  of  God,  who  are  all  righteous ;  concerning 
whom  God  thus  fpeaks,  *  They  are  the  branch  of  my 

*  planting,  the  work  of  my  hands,  that  1  may  be  glo* 

•  rified  ••'  From  all  which,  we  learn,  that  the  per- 
fons  whom  Jacob  was  to  fee  in  the  midft  of  him^  are 
hi§  fpiritual  offspring,  converts  to  God  from  among 
the  Gentiles,  who  were  to  be  admitted  into  the 
church  of  God,  that  thev  might  participate  in  the  di<» 
ftinguiihing  privileges  of  his  peculiar  people.-^^— -On 
beholding  this  delightful  fight,  they  Jhall  fanilify  mj 
name.  They  (hall  maintain  a  reverential  awe  of  the 
divine  majelly,  a  profound  refpeft  for  his  glorious 
charaders  and  divine  excellencies;  they  mall  ap 
proach  him,  in  his  ordinances,  with  fuitable  holy  dif* 
portions  of  foul ;  they  (hall  humbly  fubmit  to  the  dif* 
penfations  of  his  providence,  and  perform  his  fervice 
with  fidelity  and  diligence.  With  elevated  apprehen- 
fions  of  his  glory,  they  (hall  celebrate  his  attributes, 
difplayed  in  the  wonderful  work  of  man's  redemption 
by  his  own  Son,  and  the  no  lefs  aftonifliing  work  of 
their  renovation  by  the  grace  of  the  holy  Spirit. 
They  ihall  honour  him  by  a  holy  and  well-ordered 
converfation ;  and  exprefs  the  feide  that  they  enter* 
tain  of  the  purity  of  his  nature,  by  the  fan&ity  of 

their  lives. And  fanCtify  the  holy  One  of  Jacob ; 

who  hath  richly  manifefted  his  infinite  holhiefs,  m 
his  works,  and  in  his  word ;  and  who  hath  fet  them 
apart  for  himfetf,  l^hat  they  may  (hew  forth  his 
praife.— — And  Jball  fear  the  Gad  of  IfraeU     They 

*  Ifiuah  h.  21- 
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fhall  revere  his  majefty;  they  ihall  adore  his  gobd- 
n^s,  dread  his  difpleafure,  and  admire  the  riches  of 
his  grace.  On  thefe  topics  I  (hall  not  enlarge,  as 
they  frequently  recur  in  our  progrefs  through  this 
prophecyt  Such  were  the  blefleS  effefts  which  were 
to  refult  from  the  great  increafe  of  the  fpiritual  chiU 
dren  of  Jacob,  at  the  time  to  which  this  prophecy 
looked  forward, 

24  They  alfo  that  erred  in  fpirit  (halLcome 
to  underilanding^  and  they  that  murmured  fhall 
learn  do^trinet 

Another  admirable  effe£k  which  was  to  accompany 
the  great  event  above  predicted,  was  the  cohverfion 
of  the  patrons  of  .error  and  fuperftition,  who  c^pofed 

the  gofpel  by  falfe  and  delufiye  reafonings. Tbey 

4fIfo  that  erred  in  Jfirhj  &c.  who  formed  wrong  ap- 
preheniions  concerning  the  perfedions,  the  provi^ 
dence,  and  ways  of  God,  were  to  have  their  miiftakes 
re&ified  refpeSii^g  thefe  important  objeds.  They 
were  to  be  inftruded  in  the  great  myfteries  of  eodli- 
nefs,  and  to  become  acquainted  with  the  principles  of 
true  wifdom  and  found  underftanding.-p*— — ^t?^/  they 
that  murmured^  &c,  Thofe  who,  under  various  pre- 
texts, indulged  in  corrupt  prejudices  againfl  the 
truth,  and  endeavoured,  by  evil  furmifes,  to  obft^uft 
its  progrefs,  and  fubvert.  its  influence,  were  to  learn 
the  falutary  do^rines  of  the  gofpel,  which  make  wife 
unto falvation ;  and,  from  thje  heart,, ta  believe  and 
obey  them.-^-r— Such  are  th^  illuftrious  cS(^&^  which, 
according  to  this  prophecy,  were  to-  attend  the  con- 
verfion  of  the  Gentiles.  It  received  a  partial  ac-< 
complifliment  in  the  apoftolic  age  of  the  church,  and 
fiiall  hereafter  be  more  fully  verified..  Philofophers 
and  pretenders  to  learning,  who,  after  fpeculating 
upon  various  fubjed»,  actually  proved  infidels  and 
fceptics,  were  the  men  who  chiefly  oppofed  the  doc- 
trine of  the  gofpel  y  and  yet  not  a  few  of  them,  hav- 
ing 
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ing  experienced  its  power,  embraced  Chriftianity,  and 
became  (Iriking  inftances  of  the  triumph  of  truth  over 
error.  The  genuine  pofterity  of  Ifrael,  thofe  who 
were  Ifraelites  indeed,  beheld  thefe  wonderful  con- 
quefts  at  the  commencement  of  the  New-Teftament 
difpenfation ;  and  having  divefted  themfelves  of  the 
ihame  and  forrow  which  they  felt,  on  feeing  the  de- 
generate progeny  of  Abraham,  Kaac,  and  Jacob,  they 
rejoiced  at  the  glorious  fuccefs  of  the  gofpel,  and  the 
increafe  of  the  Spiritual  pofterity  of  the  Father  of  the 
faithful.  Let  us  confider  the  fulfilment  which  this 
prophecy  hath  already  received,  as  the  fure  pledge  of 
Its  future  completion :  and  let  us  rejoice  and  be  glad^ 
in  the  pleating  profpe£l  of  the  numerous  accelfion 
which  ihall  hereafter  be  made  to  the  church  of  God;^ 
when  ^  he  (hall  fay  to  the  north,  Give  up ;  and  to  the 
'  fouth.  Keep  not  back  y  bring  my  fons  from  far,  and 

*  my  daughters  from  the  ends  of  the  earth;  even 

*  every  one  that  is  called  by  my  name :  for  I  havQ 

*  created  him  for  my  glory  *.*  . 

j^  *  IfaiaJb  xliii.  6,  7.* 
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WE  now  enter  upon  the  third  fedion  of  the  fe« 
cond  difcourfe,  contained  in  the  third  book 
of  Ifaiah^s  Propfiecies,  wherein  our  prophet  loudly 
declaims  againil  the  Ephraimites  and  Jews,  for  hav- 
ing negle^e^  their  duty  toward  God,  the  fole  Pro- 
teaor'  of  his  people ;  and  requefted  affiftance  from 
Egypt,  agatnft  Affyria^  He  foretels  the  unhappy 
confequences  of  that  meafure,  the  future  fortunes  of 
the  church,  and  their  deliverance  from  powerful  ene- 
mies, of  which  a  remarkable  inftance  and  pledge  was 
to  be  exhibited  in  the  overthrow  of  the  Aflyrian 
army.  He  (hews  this  perverfe  and  degenerate  people, 
who  defpifed  the  divine  protedion  and  dire£tion,  and 
turned  their  attention  to  Egypt,  whofe  favour  and 
affiftance  they  fupplicated  by  ambafladors  and  pre- 
fents,  that  the  projed  they  had  formed,  ihould  not  be 
accompanied  with  the  wiftied-for  fuccefs :  on  the  con* 
trary,  it  would  expofe  its  abettors  to  ihame,  reproach, 
and  certain  deftrudion.  He  informs  them,  that  God« 
who  is  jealous  of  his  glory,  would  not  grant  ihem 
deliverance,  until,  by  true  repentance,  they  peni- 
tently returned  to  him,  humbly  implored  his  affift- 
ance, and  repofed  their  confidence  in  him  alone;  and 
that  then  he  would  not  only  defend  them  from  ene- 
mies, but  enrich  them  with  temporal  and  fpiritual 
bleffings«  He  acquaints  them  alfo,  that  the  Almighty 
was  about  to  give  an  illuftrious^difplay  of  his  power 
and  righteoufnefs,  by  deftroying  the  forces  of  the 
haughty  AiTyrian  nlonarch.  From  this  fhort  view 
of  the  fubje^,  it  is  eafy  to  fee,  that  this  difcourfe, 
like  thofe  which  we  have  already  confidered,  was  in- 
tended to  reprove,  to  inftruft,  to  comfort  and  amend. 
Our  prophet,  who  obferved  defection  from  God 
fpring  up,  not  only  among  the  Ephraimites,  but  like- 
wife  among  the  Jews,  great  part  of  whom  were  ad- 
di^ed  to  hypocrify,  infidelity,  and  formality  in  the 

fcrvicc 
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fervice  of  Jehovah,  like  a  faithful  minifter  of  God» 
proclaimed  war  againft  thefe  and  other  vices:  he 
boldly  attacked  the  crimes  they  committed  ^  he  com* 
bated  their  incredulity ;  he  laid  open  their  hypbcrify, 
and  fecret  wicked  devices,  in  order  to  reach  convic- 
tion  to  their  coiifciences,  to  redaim  them  from  fin, 
and  bring  them  to  true  repentance.  If,  after  all  his 
efforts,  united  with  thofe  of  his  colleagues  in  office, 
they  obfUnately  perfifted  in  their  trahfgreflions,  their 
pofterity  might  enjoy,  in  the  accomplifhment  of  bis 

Jredi&ions,  a  fubftantial  proof,  thai  a  prophet  of  the 
.ord  had  been  among  them,  and  that  their  deftnic- 
tion  was  of  themfelves.-^— This  difcourfe,  which  is 
compofed  of  two  parts,  the  former  being  intended  for 
reproof,  and  the  latter  for  confolatipn,  is  arranged  in 
the  following  order.  The  prophet  begins  with  re« 
proving  the  Ephraimites,  for  foliciting  affiftance  from 
£gypt,  and  foretels  the  unhappy  i0ue  of  that  foolifli. 
projed,  ver,  i. — 7^  He  then  adminifters  a  iharp  re- 
proof to  the  people  of  Judah,  who,  at  that  time,  fa* 
voured  the  fcheme  adopted  by  their  brethren,  and 
denounces  the  judgments  of  God  s^nft  both  king- 
doms, ven  8. — 18.  The  confolatory  part  of  the  dit 
tourfe  commences  with  an  enumeration  of  the  benefits 
to  be  conferred  upon  the  church,  after  the  predided 
deliverance,  ver.  19. — 26.  It  concludes,  with  the 
awful  judgment  which  was  to  be  infilled  upon  the 
AiTyrians,  and  the  terrible  confequences  wherewith  it 
fhould  be  attended.— *— The  prophecy  recorded  in 
this  chapter,  was  probably  delivered  in.  the  fecond  01 
third  year  of.  Hezekiah's  reign,  about  the  titne  that 
Hofhea,  the  laft  king  of  the  Ephraimites,  fent  an  em- 
bafiy  into  Egypt,  with  a  view  to  form  an  alliance  with 
that  kingdom,  and  to  implore  afliftance  againft  SzU 
manefer,  king  of  AiTyria,  againft  whom  he  had  lately 
confpired,  as  you  read,  2  Ki|igs  xvii.  3,  4. 

CHAP. 
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Wo  to  the  rebellious  children,  iaith  the 
Lord,  that  take  counfel,  but  not  of  me ; 
and  that  covef  with  a  covering,  but  not  of  my 
ipirit,  that  they  may  add  iin  to  fin* 

Ood,  by,  the  prophet,  begins  thid  difcdutfe,  by  re^ 
probating  the  device  framed  by  the  Ephraimites,  of 
alking  afliftance  from  Egypt }  a  circumftance  which 

forms  the  bafis  of  the  following  prophecy. ^The 

wo  denounced  againft  the  perfons  defcribed  in  this 
and  the  next  verfe,  may  be  confidered  as  including 
all  thofe  complicated  calamities  which  demonftrate 
the  divine  indignation  againft  fm,  and  which  are  in- 
iliSed  'Upon  the  obftmate  tranrgreflbrs  of  the  law  of 
God^  To  claim  the  higheft  attention  to  thefe  aw- 
ful threatened  miferies,  the  folemn  words  are  ufed, 
Saiib  the  Lord.  The  people  upon  whom  this  wo  is 
pronounced,  are  the  rebellious  children.  The  Moft 
High  had  conferred  upon  them  many  important  pri« 
vileges:  he  had  dignified  them  with  the  honourable 
chara£ter  of  his  children,  whom  he  had  nourifhed  and 
brought  up ;  he  had  condefcended  to  inftrud  them ; 
he  had  taken  them  under  his  gracious  protedion ;  he 
had  liberally  fupplied  their  neceilities ;  and  thus  were 
they  laid  under  the  ftrongeft  obligations  to  honour 
and  obey  him.  Notwithftanding  all  this  profufion  of 
kindnefs,  they  proved  rebellious.  They  withheld 
from  him  that  efteem,  reverence,  and  fubje£tion, 
which  he  claimed  as  his  unqueftionable  right :  they 
burft  afunder  the  bands '  whereby  he  had  connected 
them  with  himfelf,  and  caft  his  cords  from  them,  dif- 
covering  their  avowed  pradical  contempt  of  his  facred 
authority,  and  the  perveriity  of  their  difpofition,  by 
iipplying  for  afliftance  to  Kgypt  rather  than  to  God, 
who,  for  many  ages,  had  been  their  Proteftor  and 
Guardian.— -—-Beware,  my  friends,  of  every  thing' 

whereby 
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vhereby  you  may  incur  this  odious  charafter,  and 
expofe  yourfelves  to  mifery  and  wo.  Entertam  high 
and  honourable  thoughts  of  your  heavenly  Father ; 
cordially  fubmit  to  his  righteous  laws  and  difpen£i- 
tlons ;  and  place  unfhaken  confidence  in  his  wifdom, 
power,  and  faithfulqefs,  who  will  not  caft  off  his 
people,  nor  forfake  his  inheritance*  v 

That  take  counfel^  but  not  of  tnt^  &c.  Tbefe  rd)cl- 
lious  children  did  not  a£l  rafhly  and  precipitately, 
but  profecuted  with  coolnefs  the  defigns  which  they 
formed,  after  mature  deliberation  and  confultation 
with  thofe  whofe  opinion  they  valued.  God  how- 
ever, who  had  been  to  them  a  Father  and  a  Friend, 
they  acknowledged  not,  though,  in  every  condition, 
they  ftood  in  abfolute  need  of  his  aid  and  condud. 
They  could  not  be  ignorant,  that  afking.  ai&ftance 
from  Egypt,  and  forming  alliance  with  that  people, 
from  whole  power  they  had  been  miraculoufly  deli- 
vered, by  the  ftretched-out  arm  of  Jehovah,  mud 
iiave  been  exceedingly  ofienfive  to  him.  Confcious 
that  they  were  adopting  meafures  which  God  highly 
difapproved,  they  declined  to  confult  him  on  tlus 
occafion,  and  followed  the  dictates  of  their  Own  cor- 
rupt minds.  Thus  they  rejefted  his  counfel ;  they 
contemned  his  authority,  disregarded  his  providence, 
and  preiumptuoufly  preferred  human  counfel  and  af- 
fiftance  to  divine:  direftion  and  defence. — ■ — Senfible 
of  our  own  ignorance,  weaknefs,  and  folly,  and  our 
inability  to  direct  our  fteps,  in  every  ftation  and  con- 
dition in  life,  let  us  acknowledge  God  in  all  our 
ways,  and  entreat  that  he  will  guide  us  by  his  coun- 
fel. Let  us  befeech  him  to  preferve  us  from  the 
ways  of  fin,  and  to  condud  us  in  the  paths  of  righ- 
teoufnefs,  for  his  name's  fake. 

And  that  cover  with  a  coverings  but  not  of  mjfpiritj 
&c.  A  covering  is  ufed  to  fcreen  from  the  ftorm,  to 
defend  from  danger,  to  preferve  froni  (hanie  and  con- 
fufion  of  face*  The  people  of  Ephraim  beheld  the 
ftorm  thickening  around  them ;  danger  ftared  them' 

in 
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in  the  face,  ivhiKt  they  dreaded  the  approach  of  dif- 
grace  and  contempt.  In  this  perilous  (ituation,  they 
looked  out  for  afliftance  and  prote&ion:  and  after 
deliberating  for  fome  time,  they  fixed  upon  Egypt,  as 
beft  adapted  to  be  their  defence ;  and  under  its  wings^ 
they  purpofed  to  take  refuge.  This  covering  was  not 
4>f  docTsffiriU  He  had  not  provided  it  for  them ;  h^ 
bad  not,  by  his  word,  or  his  fervants  the  prophets,  aU 
lowed  or  direded  them  to  ufe  it :  on  the  contrary, 
they  were  exprefsly  prohibited  from  having  recourfe 
to  Egypt  for  aid  or  relief,  in  feafons  of  impending 
danger  and  diftrefs.  Neverthelefs,  they  adopted  this 
ill-fated  meafure.— -3"^^?/  they  might  add  Jin  to  Jin. 
Inftead  of  turning  to  the  Lord,  in  the  time  of  threat- 
ening calamity,  they  trefpafled  againft  him  yet  more 
and  more ;  and,  to  difobedience  to  his  authority,  they 
added  the  fin  of  defpifing  his  counfel.  By  a^ng  in 
this  manner,  they  contraded  aggravated  guilt,  and 

expofed  themfelves  to  divine  judgments. ^Take 

heed  then,  efpecially  in  feafons  of  alarm,  that  you 
cover  not  yourfelves  with  a  covering,  that  is  not  of 
God's  fpirit.  Of  thefe,  there  are  great  variety,  none 
of  which  can  effedually  fecure  you  from  approaching 
evil.  Think  not,  that,  in  the  day  of  the  revelation  of 
the  righteous  judgment  of  God,  you  (hall  find  fafety 
under  the  covering  of  external  reformation,  which 
proceeds  not  from  inward  renovation  of  heart;  or 
from  a£ts  of  piety  and  devotion,  that  are  not  accom- 1 
panied  with  the  exercife  of  juftice,  mercy,,  and  cha« 
rity.  Think  not  to  find  refuge  in  prefumptuous  hopes 
of  divine  mercy,  if  you  perfift  in  flighting  and  abufing 
it ;  or  under  a  cloak  of  public  religion,  and  fiery  zeal 
againfl  thofe  who  diflfer  from  you,  whilft  you  remain 
indiflFerent  to  perfonal  godlinefs.  Endeavour  to  cover 
with  that  complete  covering  which  God  hath  provid- 
ed, and  to  have  it  effedtually  applied  to  you  by  bis 
Spirit }  then  may  you  hope  to  be  quiet  from  fear  of 
evil. 

Vol.  II,  4  N  2  That 
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2  That  walk  to  go  down  into  Egypt  (and 
have  not  aiked  at  my  mouth),  to  firengdien 
themfelves  in  the  ftrength  of  Pharaoh,  and  t% 
truft  in  the  fhadow  of  Egypt- 

Thefe  words  defcribe  more  particularly,  the  fin  com- 
mitted by  the  rebellious  children,  againft  whom  mifery 
and  wo  were  denounced  in  the  preceding  verfe.  Not- 
witbftanding  the  oppreflion  and  bondage  which  their 
forefathers  fufbfined  in  the  land  of  Egypt,  from  which 
they  were  wonderfully  refcued  by  the  omnipotent  arm 
of  Jehovah,  many  of  them,  at  different  times,  ex- 
prefTed  defires  of  returning  thither.  Such  was  their 
confidence  in  an  arm  of  flefli,  and  fuch  their  foolifh 
attachment  to  the  Egyptians,  that,  on  feveral  occa- 
fions,  and  particularly  on  the  prefent  emergency, 
they  had  recourfe  to  them  for  afliflance.  They  fent 
ambaffadors  to  the  king  of  Egypt,  requefting  his  aid 
againft  the  AlTyrians,  who  came  and  befieged  Samaria 
three  years  *•  The  meflengers  who  were  difpatched 
on  that  bufinefs,  afling  as  the  reprefentatives  of  the 
Ephraimites,  that  people  are  faid  to  have  gone  down 

to  E^pt. ^The  defign  of  this  embafly  is  thus  ex- 

prefled  :  To  Jirenpben  themfelves  in  the  Jlrengtb  of 
Pharaoh.  Pharaoh,  you  know,  was,  in  ancient  times, 
the  name  of  the  kings  of  Egypt ;  whofe  ftrength  con- 
fifted  in  their  riches,  their  military  forces,  and  parti- 
cularly their  cavalry,  which,  at  this  period,  were  re- 
nowned for  their  excellence,  as  well  as  their  num- 
bers.  And  to  truft  in  the  Jhadaw  of  Egypt.    The 

expreffipn  may  probably  allude  to  the  fitu^tion  of  that 
country,  which  is  fortified  by  nature,  on  the  north 
and  fouth,  by  two  extenfive  ridges  of  mountain^ 
whofe  (hade  reached  a  confiderable  way  over  the 
valley-grounds ;  and  therefore  it  was  called,  the  land 
fhadowmg  with  wings.  The  (hadow  of  Egypt  muft 
here  denote,  the  protedion  and  defence  which  the 

*  See  2  King«  xvii.  3.  afeq. 

people 
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people  of  Epbraim  ezpeded  to  receive  from  that 
kingdom,  and  upon  which  they  depended  for  fafety 

from  the  Aflyrians. ^The   peculiar    aggravation 

which  attended  this  conduct,  is  dated  in  the  middle 
of  the  verfe : 

jind  have  not  ajked  at  my  mouths  As  men  commu- 
nicate their  fentiments  to  one  another  by  means  of 
words,  which .  proceed  from  the  mouth,  lo  to  aik  at 
one's  mouth,  is  to  aik  his  opinion  or  advice.  The  re« 
belliout  children^  whofe  perverfe  difpofition  is  here 
reprefented,  did  not  inquire  of  God's  fervants,  nor 
confult  his  word,  that  they  might  learn,  if  he  ap-? 
proved  of  their  application  to  Egypt  for  afliftancey 
and  if  he  would  be  pleafed  to  accompany  this 
tneafure  with  his  bleifing.  This  project,  which  was 
of  their  own  devifing,  at  all  events  they  were  deter« 
mined  to  carry  into  execution  i  and,  on  that  account, 
they  are  (harply  reproved  and  threatened.  God  had 
gracioufly  promifed  to  be  their  defence  from  all  their 
enemies,  it  they  would  truft  in  him,  and  renounce 
every  other  confidence*  It  was  therefore  a  heinous 
crime,  deferving  fevere  rebuke,  to  abandon  their 
hopes  of  divine  protedion,  and  to  feek  aid  from  thbfe 
who  had  opprefTed  and  afflidled  their  fathers* 
After  that  people  refufe  to  own  their  dependence 
upon  God,  and  abufe  the  benefits  they  have  received, 
they  are  juftly  withheld,  and  they  are  allowed  to 
follow  their  infatuated  counfels.  Inftead  therefore  of 
being  furprifed,  when  we  obferve  men  adopting  mea* 
fures  that  are  imprudent  and  foolifh^  we  ought  rather 
to  be  humbled  for  their  fin,  of  not  acknowledging^ 
God,  which  probably  gave  occafion  to  fuch  a  difplay 
of  folly.  The  direSion  which  the  all-wife  God  is 
pleafed  to  aflFord  to  thofe  who  afk,  and  thankfully  ac* 
cept  of  his  counfel,  is  altogether  unmerited ;  arid  thofe 
who  flight  and  contemn  it,  cai\not  juftly  exped  any 
thing  elfe  than  fhame  and  dtfappointment^*^  ^  If  any 
^  of  you  lack  wifdom,  let  him  afk  it  of  God,  who 

*  giveth 
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^  giveth  to  all  men  liberally,  and  upbraideth  not; 
^  and  it  fliall  be  given  liim  ^/ 

3  Therefore  (hall  the  ftrength  of  Pharaoh  be 
your  fhame,  and  the  truft  in  the  (hadow  of 
fegypt  your  confufion. 

In  this  and  the  four  following  verfes,  our  prophet 
foretels  the  miferable  confequences  thatiwere  to  refuli 
^m  the  confederacy  which  the  pofterity  of  Ifrael 
formed  ^with  the  Egyptians,  and  the  dependence 
whicli  they  placed  upon  them  for  help, — — ThePha- 
taohs,  who  were  kings  over  Egypt,  were  anciently 
very  powerful  monarchs,  and  could  have  brought  ex- 
ceeding numerous  armies  into  the  field  of  battle.  All 
their  boafted  ftrength,  and  expe£ted  protedion,  were 
to  terminate  in  difappointment  and  conftifion  to  the 
Ephraimites,  who  foolifhly  trufted  in  them  for  de- 
fence. This  is  k  clearly  exprefied  in  the  words  be- 
fore us,  as  to  require  little  explanation ;  but  the  im- 
portant truth  they  contain,  we  need  much,  if  I  miftake 
not,  to  have  imprefled  upon  our  minds^*^-^— ^  Curfed 
^  is  the  man  that  trufteth  in  man,  and  maketh  flelh 
^  his  arm,  whofe  heart  departeth  from  the  Lord  his 
'  God.'  They  that  truft  in  themfelves,  or  in  the 
wealth  and  power  of  other  men,  (hall  be  afhamed  and 
confounded :  all  of  them  fhal^  go  to  confudon  toge- 
ther. There  is  not  a  more  certain  way  to  difappoint- 
ment and  for  row,  than  to  truft  in  the  creature  for 
fafety  and  affiftance,  as  is  abundantly  evident  from 
many  paflages  of  fcripturc^  and  particularly  the  one 
now  under  our  coniideration.  Put  not  then  your  truft 
in  princes,  nor  in  the  fon  of  man,  in  whom  there  is  no 
help.  Truft  in  that  almighty  Jehovah  alone«  who  is 
able  to  aflift  and  fave  you.  Rely  wholly  on  the  con- 
du&  of  his  infinite  wifdom,  the  protection  of  his  oro- 
ppotent  arm^  the  riches  of  his  fovereign  mercy,  and 

•  Jvnn  i.  5. 
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the  promifes  fecured  by  his  unchangeable  veracity^ 
Then  may  you  adopt  the .  words  of  our  prophet : 
^  The  Lord  God  will  help  me,  therefore  I  ihall  not 
^  be  confounded*  and  I  know  that  I  (hall  not  be 
*  aihamed^/ 

4  For  his  princes  were  at  Zoan,  and  his  am-i 
bafladors  came  to  Hanes, 

The  ambafiadors  fent  by  Hofhea,  king  of  If^ael,  on 
their  arrival  in  Egypt,  found  the  ftate  of  affairs  in  that 
kingdom  extremely  adverfe  to  the  dedgn  of  their  em« 
baffy ;  and  foon  perceived,  that  the  bufinefs  they  were 
fent  to  negotiate,  would  not  be  attended  with  defired 
fuccefs.  The  princes,  or  great  men,  difpatched  by 
the  Ifraelitifh  monarch,  arrived,  according  to  this  pre* 
di&ion,  at  Zoan ;  which  was  anciently  a  celebrated 
city  in  Lower  Egypt,  where  the  kings  of  Egypt  had 
their  refidence,  and  kept  their  court  with  great  mag* 
nificence.  The  other  city,  called  Hanes,  where  the 
ambaffadors  arrived,  is  not  mentioned  by  this  name 
at  lead,  in  any  other  place  of  fcripture  that  I  know  of. 
Commentators  differ  in  opinion  concerning  it :  but  as 
it  is  of  no  great  moment  for  you  to  be  acquainted  with 
their  conjectures,  I  (hall  not  trouble  you  with  a  detail  of 
them.  Dr.  Lowth,  in  a  Note  upon  this  verfe,  obferves, 
that  fix;  Manufcripts  read  the  Hebrew  word  which 
fignifies  in  vain.  This  tranflation  gives  a  good  fenfe 
to  the  paffage,  and  may  probably  be  the  true  reading ; 
which  denotes,  not  that  the  perfons  intruded  with  the 
embaffy  from  Ephraim,  came  to  the  city  Hanes,  but 
that  they  came  to  Zoan  in  vain,  finding  that  it  would 
not  be  attended  with  any  important  good  effeds. 

5  They  were  all  afhamed  of  a  people  that 
could  not  jprofit  them,  nor  be  an  help  nor  profiCi 
but  a  (hame^  and  alfo  a  reproach. 

*  Ifaiah  k  7. 

This 
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This  verfe  ekprefles,  in  ftrong  tenm,  the  igao- 
miny  and  difgrace  which  accompanied  this  iruitleTfl 
negotiation  with  Egypt.-— -After  meetiijg  probably 
with  a  cold  reception  from  Pharaoh  and  his  cour* 
tiers,  the  requeft  of  afliflance,  made  by  the  ambafla- 
dors  of  the  Ifraelites,  was  either  plainly  fefufed,  for 
reafohs  I  pretend  not  to  explain ;  or  tney  aright  be 
informed,  that  troops  fuflicient  for  their  relief,  could 
not  be  marched  into  their  country  fo  foon  as  they 
wifhed ;  or  that  they  had  reafon  to  fufpe^t,  that  the 
forces  they  might  fend  to  their  aid  againft  Aflyria, 
might  prove  perfidious  to  the  interefts  of  Ephraini« 
Whatever  anfwer  was  delivered  on  this  occafion,  the 
princes  of  Hoihea  were  aftiamed  and  ctmfounded,  at 
the  mortifying  difappointment  of  their  fanguine  ex- 
pe£tations.  So  far  were  the  Egyptians  from  helping 
amd  profiting  them  in  the  time  of  their  need,  that  they 
proved  to  them  a  fhame  and  a  reproach.  The  ene* 
mies  of  Ifrael  would  probably .  taunt  them,  as  Rab* 
fhakeh,  commander  of  the  Aflyrian  army,  upbraided 
the  Jews :  *  Behold  (faid  he)  thou  trufteft  upon  the 

*  ftaflF  oLthis  bruifed  reed,  even  u)X)n  Egypt,  on 

*  which  if  a  man  lean,  it  will  go  into  his  hand,  and 
^  pierce  it :  fo  is  Pharaoh,  king  of  Egypt,  to  all  that 

*  truft  in  him  •/ 

6  The  burden  of  the  beafts  of  the  fouth :  into 
the  land  of  trouble  and  anguifh,  from  whence 
€ome  the  young  and  old  lion,  the  viper  and  fiery 
flying  ferpent,  they  will  carry  their  riches  upon 
the  (houlders  of  young  afTes,  and  their  treafures 
upon  the  bunches  of  camels,  to  a  people  that 
fhall  not  profit  tbem. 

Our  prophet,  having  foretold  the  difappointment 
and  reproach  which  were  to  attend  the  embafly  fent 
into  Egypt  by  the  king  of  Ifrael,  proceeds,  in  this 

verfe. 
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▼erfe,  to  mention  a  circumftance  that  would  greatly 
aggravate  the  folly  and  difgrace  of  the  Ephraimites.— 
T^he  burden  cfbeajis  oftbefmib  (fuppty  if  you  pleafe, 
to  render  the  predi&ion  more  plain  and  intelligible) 
ihall  be  carried  into  the  land  of  trouble  and  angiujhj  &c. 
Along  with  the  princes,  there  were  fent  ifito  ^gypt, 
according  to  the  cuftom  of  the  times,  beafts,  fuch  aft 
afles  and  camels,  loaded  with  rich  prefents.  to  Pha* 
raoh  and  his  courtiers,  intended  to  conciliate  favour^ 
and  to  obtain  fuccours  from  that  powerful  monarch* 
The  animals  employed  in  this  fervice,  are  called  beads 
of  the  fouth,  becaufe  they  were  moil  frequently  ufed 
in  *  fouthern  countries ;  and  particularly  in  Egypt, 
which  was  fituated  to  the  fouthward  of  Canaan :  and 
is  thus  emphatically  defcribed  in  the  next  words.  Into 
a  land  of  trouble  and  anguijhj  &c.  The  Egyptians 
were  terribly  oppreflfed  by  the  tyranny  of  their 
princes,  who  employed  them  in  making  thofe  great 
works,  which  were  intended  either  for  the  btoefit  or 
the  ornament  of.  the  country;  or  to  immortalize. his 
name  by  whom  they  were  projeSed  or  ^executed. 
Such  were  the  temples,  the  pyramids,  the  labyrinths, 
and  other  aftonilhing  monuments  of  antiquity,  power, 
and  grandeur,  with  which  their  kingdom  abounded* 
The  people  of  Egypt  were  likewife  diftrelTed  by  many 
aillidive  evils  and  calamities,  peculiar  to  that  country, 
arifmg  from  the  intenfe"  heat  of  the  climate,  the  inun- 
dation of  the  Nile,  and  other  caufes.  And  in  times 
of  old,  Egypt  was  a  land  of  trouble  and  anguifli  to 
the  progenitors  of  the  Ephraimites;  for  there  they 
were  made  to  ferve  with  rigour,  and  bitter  anguifli  of 
foul  *,  Our  prophet  farther  defcribes  it  in  thefe 
words.  From  whence  come  the  young  and  old  lion^  &c. 
The  lions  made  their  dens  among  the  'reeds  and 
ruflies,  which  grew  in  great  quantities,  to  a  confider- 
able  height,  in  the  marOiy  rich  foil  of  that  country. 
Vipers  and  ferpents  alfo  neftled  among  them  in  vaft 

•  See  Exod.  vi.  8. 
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numbers ;  and  from  tbefe  circumftances,  well  known 
in  Paleftine,  the  land  of  Egypt  received  the  propheti- 
cal defcription  of  which  we  have  now  feen  the  pro- 
priety. 

They  will  carry  their  riches^  &c.  The  ambaffadors 
difpatched  from  Ifrael  to  Zoan»  were  to  tranfport 
the  riches  and  treafures  which  they  carried  aloof 
with  them,  upon  young  aiTes^  and  the  bunches  of 
camels,  the  beads .  of  burden  that  were  mod  proper 
to  go  into  Egypt.  Thefe  ufeful  animals  wete  to 
carry  the  prefents  of  filver  and  gold,  by  which  t|ie 
Ephraimites  hoped  to  gain  over  the  Egyptians  to  their 
affiftance.  Notwithftanding  all  the  trouble  and  es- 
pences  that  this  embafly  mud  have  cod,  it  was  fent 
to  a  people  who  were  not  to  be  of  any  real  benefit  to 
thofe  by  whom  it  was  projected  and  executed.  Such 
was  the  perfidy  of  the  Egyptians  toward  Ifrael,  that 
the  prophet  Ezekiel  was  commanded  to  fey,  in  the 
name  of  God,  *  Behold,  I  am  againd  thee,  Pharaoh, 
^  king  of  Egypt.— I  have  given  thee  for  meat  to  the 
^  beads  of  the  field,  and  to  the  fowls  of  the  heaven  *• 

7  For  the  Egyptians  (hall  help  in  vain,  and 
to  no  purpofe :  therefore  have  I  cried  concern^ 
ing  this,  T^ieir  ftrength  is  to  lit  ftill. 

Any  ai&dance  that  Egypt  might  aflford  the  Ephraim* 
ites,  was  to  prove  ineffeftual,  according  to  this  pro- 
phecy, for  accomplifliing  any  valuable  end. ^I  am 

much  pleafed  with  the  fimple  remark  made  by  the 
pious  Matthew  Henry,  on  the  fird  part  of  this  verfe, 
which  may  fuffice  for  its  illudration :  ^^  Thofe  (faith 
^*  he)  that  trud  in  God,  in  his  power,  providence, 
*^  and  promifes,  are  never  made  afliamed  of  their 
*^  hope ;  but  they  that  put  their  confidence  in  any 
creature,  will,  fooner  or  later,  find  it  a  reproach  to 
them.   God  is  true,'  and  may  be  truded ;  but  every 

^  Ezekc  zxix.  3.  5. 
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man  is  a  liar»  andtnufl:  be  fufpeSed.  The  Crea- 
tor is  a  rock  of  ages ;  the  creature  is  a  broken  reed : 
we  cannot  exped  too  little  from  man,  or  too  much 

from  God." Therefore  I  cried  concerning  this 

ineiFedual  afliftance,  which  the  Ifraelites  might  re- 
ceive from  Egypt.  Ifaiah  reminds  the  rebellious 
people  to  whom  he  was  fent,  that  he  had  lifted  up  his 
voice,  and  loudly  remonflrated  with  them  on  this 
fubjed,  that  all  concerned  might  know,  that  he  was 
deeply  interefted  in  this  aflfair,  and  that  they  ought 
dilieently  to  attend  to  the  meflage  which  he  was  in- 
trufted  to  deliver  by  the  Moft  High ;  of  which  this 
is  the  fum — Their  Jirenph  is  ioJitJiilU  The  ftrength 
and  fafety  of  the  Ephramiites  would  have  been  moft 
effedually  promoted,  by  abftsuning  from  forbidden 
meafures  of  procuring  deliverance  from  threatened 
danger.  By  taking  unlawful  fteps  for  their  preferva- 
don,  they  would  accelerate  their  ruin,  and  rather 
weaken  than  increafe  their  ftrength.  The  deiign 
which  they  had  in  view,  was  not  to  be  effeSually 
promoted  by  going  down  to  Egypt  for  help,  and  by 
forming  allmnce  with  Pharaoh.  Their  fafety  con- 
fitted  in  trufting  in  the  Lord  God  of  their  fathers* 
and  quietly  waiting  for  his  falvation,  in  the  diligent 
ufe  of  appointed  means. This  is  indeed,  my  bre- 
thren, the  beft  way  to  acquire  ftrength  for  perform- 
ing duty,  and  fuftaining  afflidions ;  for  ^  except  the 
^  Lord  build  the  houfe,  they  labour  in  vain  that  build 
*  it :  except  the  Lord  keep  the  city,  the  watchman 
^  waketh  but  in  vain  *.  Wait  then  on  the  Lord ;  be 
^  of  good  courage,  and  he  0iall  ftrengthen  thine 
^  heart :  wait,  I  &y,  on  the  Lord  f .' 

8  H  Now  go,  write  it  before  them  in  a  table, 
and  note  it  in  a  book,  that  it  may  be  for  the 
time  to  come  for  ever  and  ever. 

♦  Pfia.  CXTOl.  I.  t   PW-  XXYli.  14. 
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*  The  portion  of  our  prophet's  difcourfe  oa  t^bich 
^e  now  enter,  was  probably  dire&ed,  not  only  to  the 
Ephraimites,  but  to  the  Jews,  who  fevoured  the 
fcheme  their  brethren  had  proje£ted.    It  commences^ 
by  reciting  the  order  he  received  from  God,  to  com* 
mit  to  writing  what  he  was  about  to  deliver  in  the 
hearing  of  this  perfidious  people,  that  lb  it  might 
never  be  loft  or  forgotten,  but  be  tranfmitted  uncor- 
rupted  to  lateft  pofterity.     Before  the  ufefid  arts, 
which  are  highly  ornamental  to  fociety,  arrived  at 
any  degree  of  perfection,  the  ancients  wrote,  or  en- 
graved, in'brafs,  lead,  or  ftone ;  or  upon  the  barks  of 
itees,  or  (kins  oiF  animals ;  and  afterward  on  Egyptian 
papyrus,  prepared  for  that  purpofe.  Two  methods  of 
writing  were  ift  ule  in  the  days  of  Ifaiah.    The  one 
was  performed  by  an  iron  pen,  or  engraving  inftm- 
ment,  upon  writmg-tables,  made  of  brafs,  wood,  or 
fome  other  materials ;  which  were  fometimes  covered 
over  with  wax,  in  which  the  letters  were  formed; 
and,  at  other  times,  they  were  cut  into  the  metal  or 
timber4     In  reference  to  this  mode  of  writing.  Job 
thus  expreiTed  his  ardent  wifh:  *  Oh  that  my  v^ords 
^  were  now  written !  Oh  that  they  were  printed  in  a 
*'  book !  that  they  were  graven  with  an  iron  pen  and 
^  lead,  in  the  rock  for  ever  •  !*    The  other  was  exe- 
cuted upon  parchment,  and  fkins  of  beafts,  prepared 
for  the  purpofe,  which,  being  Joined  together,  were 
rolled  upon  a  piece  of  wood.     In  this  manner,  did 
Baruch,  the  fcribe,  write  the  words  of  the  "prophet 
Jeremiah,  with  ink,  upon  a  roll  of  a  book  4-.  The  com- 
mand received  by  Ifaiah,  relative  to  the  rollowing  ar- 
ticle of  his  difcourfe,  comprifed  both  thefe  modes  of 
writing.     He  was  required  to  write  it  upon  a  table, 
that  it  might  be  before  the  eyes  of  the  people ;  and  to 
note  it  in  a  book,,  that  it  might  be  preferved  entire, 
for  the  inftru£lion  of  future  ages.     It  is  therefore 
added, 

^  Job  xtx.  23,  24.  .f  Sec  Jcr.  xxxTi. 

Tiat 
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That  it  may  be  for  the  time  to  come  for  tver  and  ever* 
The  defign  of  recording  what  follows,  was,  that  the 
mark  of  infiimy  ftamped  upon  the  rharadler  of  this 
rebellious  treacherous  people,  might  be  indelible,  and 
preferred  in  remembrance  throughout  all  fucceeding 
generations.   |t  fenres  to  ihew  polterity,  in  after-ages^ 
the  foolifli  vain  counfels  and  pra&ices  adopted  by  the 
children  of  Ifrael — ^to  demonftrate  the  divine  equity 
and  righteoulhefs  in  the  difpenfations  of  providence^ 
whereby  they  were  fevereiy  puniflied  for  their  perveiv 
fity  and  wickednefs — and  to  convince  the  profeffing 
people  of  God,  in  every  period,  of  the  extreme  folly 
and  danger  of  feeking  and  trading  to  human  aid,  in 
negleft  and  contempt  of  divine  affiftance*    Notwith- 
(bmding  the  unfuccefsfulnefs  of  the  Ephraimites,  and 
the  folemn  admonitions  of  the  prophets  of  the  Lord, 
the  Jews  afterward  adopted  the  fame  meafures  which 
proved  deftrufUve  to  their  brethren.    Zedekiah,  king 
of  Judah,  unmindful  of  the  engagements  he  entered 
into  with  the  king  of  Babylon,  broke  the  treaty  he  had 
made  with  the  Chaldeans,  depending  upon  the  king  of 
Egypt  for  that  prote&ion  he  was  unable  to  grant  *.**-^ 
Btefled  be  God,  that  the  Book  of  the  Prophecies  of 
Ifaiah,  wherein  this  predi£Uon  is  noted,  hatii  been 
tranfmitted  to  us,  who  live  in  thefe  laft  days,  in  thi$ 
ifland,  afar  off  upon  the  fea ;  that  they  are  in  our 
hands,  and  that  we  have  frequent  opportunities  of 
reading  and  hearing  them  explained !    Thankful  for 
the  ufeful  information,  and  fharp  reproof,  adminifter^ 
ed,  in  this  pafTage,  to  thofe  who  place  their  confidence 
in  an  arm  of  fiefh,  let  us  wifely  improve  it,  for  the 
valuable  purpofes  which  it  is  well  fuited  to  promote. 

9  That  this  //  a  rebellious  people^  lying  children, 
children  that  will  not  hear  the  law  of  the  Lord, 

Our  prophet  proceeds  to  record  what  he  was  com- 
manded to  write,  that  it  might  be  kept  in  perpetual 

♦.  See  Jer.  xxxvii. 
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prefervation.-— — The  charafter  here  given  to  the  po- 
fterity  of  Ifrad,  originated  in  their  woful  apoftaiy 
from  God^  their  continued*  oppofition  to  the  divine 
authority,  and  frequent  defe&ions  into  idolatry,  not- 
withftand^ng  the  adnumitions  they  received  from  the 
fervants  of  Jehovah.  Perfons  are  deemed  rebelHoas, 
who  traitoroufly  take  up  arm»  againft  their  lawful 
fovereign,  who  refufe  fubje^on  to  the  eftablifhed  laws 
of  the  kingdom,  and  endeavour  to  overthrow  the  con- 
ftituted  form  of  government  which  they  were  bound 
to  fupport.  In  this  manner,  the  people  of  which 
Uaiah  fpeaks,  incurred  this  charader,  by  renouncing 
obedience  to  the  laws  promulgated  among  them  by 
the  Mod  High,  by  defpifing  his  ordinances,  burfting 
afunder  the  (acred  obligations  whereby  they  were 
bound  to  his  fervice,  making  light  of  his  favours^ 
fubverting  that  government  he  had  eftabhibed 
among  them,  and  polluting  his  inheritance.  The 
cleareft  proofs  of  thefe  aflertions  occur  in  the  facred 
hiftory,  in  the  writings  of  Mofes  and  the  prophets^ 
and  particuhrly  in  the  books  of  Jeremiah  and  £ze« 
kiel.  Ye  have  been  rebellious,  faid  their  renoimed 
legiflator,  in  his  pathetic  addrefs  to  them  before  hia 
death — ^  ye  have  been  rebellious  againft  the  Lord, 

*  from  the  day  that  I  knew  you.  Behold,  while  I  am 
^  yet  alive  with  you  this  day,  ye  have  been  rebelfious 
'  againft  the  Lord :  and  how  much  more  after  my 

*  death  *,'  is  not  eafy  to  fay.  And  in  the  words  before 
us,  this  odious  character  is  ezprefsly  afCgned  to 
them.  To  each  of  you,  my  friends,  1  fay  what 
God  faid  to  Ezekiel,  ^  Be  not  thou  rebellious,  like 

*  that  rebellious  houfe.'  Rebellion  againft  a  good 
prince,  and  wholefome  laws,  is  a  deteftable  crime, 
that  is  often  feverely  punifhed.  How  much  more 
abominable  and  dangerous  is  rebellion  againft  the 
King  of  kings,  and  his  moft  righteous  laws !  Throw 
down,  then,  thofe  weapons  whereby  you  have  aded 

f  Deut.  szzi.  37. 
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in  hoftility  againft  him,  and  cordially  fubmit  to  the 
Lord  of  heaven  and  earth,  that  he  may  guide  you  by 
his  counfel}  govern  you  by  his  laws,  and  blefs  yoa 
\rub  the  accomplifliment  of  his  promifes. 

Lying  children.  Children  they  were,  no  doubt: 
and  fuch  was  the  peculiar  affection  of  God  toward 
them,  fuch  his  tender  care  of  them,  that  he  vouch- 
fafed  to  call  himfelf  their  Father.  ^  I  am  (faith  he) 
^  a  Father  unto  Ifrael,  and  Ephraim  is  my  firft-bom.' 
Among  other  privileges,  he  conferred  upon  them  the 
adoption  of  children ;  fo  that  they  had  both  the 

name,  and  the  right  connected  with  it. But,  alas ! 

they  proved  lying  children,  who  practically  denied 
their  intimate  relation  to  God,  by  refuiing  to  yield 
him  that  unlimited  obedience  which  they  promifed  in 
the  mod  folemn  manner.  They  declared  to  Mofes, 
in  the  moft  explicit  terms,  ^  AH  that  the  Lord  hath 
^  fpoken,  we  will  do ;'  and  their  words  to  his  fucceflbr 
Jofl)ua,  were  of  fimilar  import ;  ^  We  will  ferve  the 
^  Lord,  for  he  is  our  God/  Notwithftanding  thefe 
repeated  folemn  declarations,  they  were  often  guilty 
of  the  moft  perverfe  difobedience.  Having  publicly 
affirmed  what  feemed  to  be  their  determined  refolu- 
tion,  of  yielding  univerfal  fubjedion  unto  God,  who 
would  have  fuppofed,  that  they  would  have  faiiiBed 
thefe  iacred  engagements  ?  Though  it  is  impoflible 
that,  by  the  moft  fpecious  affurances,  they  could  have 
deceived  God,  whofe  knowledge  is  infinite ;  yet  he 
fpake  of  them  in  fuch  a  manner,  as  plainly  intimates 
what  might  have  been  expefted  from  the  fentiments 
they  avowed :  ^  Surely  they  are  children  that  will  not 
^  lie :  fo  he  was  their  Saviour/  Their  condud,  how- 
ever,  fully  proved,  in  many  inftances,  that  they  juftly 
merited  the  character  here  given  of  them,  that  they 

were  lying  children. ^l^heir  perfidious  condud: 

ought  to  excite  in  us  juft  deteftation,  accompanied 
with  a  folicitous  concern  that  we  may  avoid  every 
fpecies  of  falfehood,  efpecially  the  worft  kind  of  it, 
lying  unto  the  God  of  truth. 

Children 
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Children  that  will  not  bear  tie  law  of  the  LonL 
God  having  become  a  Father  unto  Ifrael,  and  affamed 
them  for  his  children,  he  dealt  with  them  as  he  deak 
not  with  every  nation.  He  honoured  them  above  aH 
other  nations,  by  committing  to  them  his  fyatd 
oracles;  and  giving  them  his  law^  comprehendiiig 
the  wifeft  and  the  moft  falutary  precepts.  .  And  that 
they  might  not  be  forgotten,  or  corrupted,  he  wrote 
unto  them  the  great  things,  or  as  the  Hebrew  word 
fignifies,  the  excellent,  the  magniiicent,  the  preaov^ 
things  of  his  law,  which  were  ftamped  with  his  fu- 
preme  authority,  and  therefore  claimed  their  highcft 
attention.  The  Lord  God  of  their  £aithers  fent  among 
them  his  fervants  the  prophets,  that  they  might  ex- 
plain his  law,  lliew  the  true  import  of  his  ilatutc^  and 
judgments,  and  excite  them  to  the  pradice  of  thofe 
duti^  which  were  therein  required.  But  notwith- 
Handing  they  were  repeatedly  called  upon,  with  the 
greateft  earneftnefs  and  affedion,  to  hearicen  to  the 
word  of  the  Lord,  they  would  not  heaii,  they  would 
not  underftand,  they  would  not  obey.  Inftead  of  col* 
tivating  intimate  acqusdhtance  with  the  law  of  the 
Lord,  ^  that  when  they  went,  it  might  lead  them ; 

*  that  when  they  flept,  it  might  keep  them;  and 
^  when  they  awaked,  it  might  talk  with  them  *  ;^ 
they  efteemed  the  important  and  interefting  matters 
that  it  contained,  as  a  ftrange  thing,  in  which  they 
had  little  or  no  concern.  Juftly  therefore  are  they 
here  defcribed,  as  children  that  would  not  hear  the 

law  of  the  Lord. ^Think  not  that,  by  the  grace  iji 

the  gofpel,  you  are  exempted  from  this  necefiary  duty. 
At  the  conclufion  of  the  Old  Teftament,  after  a  re- 
markable prophecy  of  the  advent  of  the  great  Mefliab, 
which  is  thus  exprefled,  '^  Unto  you  that  fear  my 

*  name,  ihall  the  Sun  of  righteoufnefs  arife  with  heal- 
^  ing  under  his  wings  f,'  the  following  memorable 
words  are  fubjoined,  ^  Remember  ye  the  law  of  Mo- 

*  ProT.  V2.  22.  t  MaL  iv.  2« 
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<  fes/  Though  ye  enjoy  the  clear  light  of  the  Sun 
of  righteoufneis,  and  are  favoured  with  the  glad  tid« 
tngs  of  fatvation,  ye  muft  never  forget  the  law  of  the 
Lord,  or  negled;  to  yield  the  obedience  which  it  juftly 
demands. 

I  o  Which  fay  to  the  feers,  See  not ;  and  to 
the  prophets,  Prophefy  not  unto  us  right  things^ 
fpeak  unto  us  fmooth  things,  prophefy  deceits. 

The  refulal  of  the  rebellious  children  to  hear  the  law 
of  the  Lord,  did  not  proceed  merely  from  negligence^ 
but  from  deteftabfe  pride,  from  hatred  of  the  truth, 
and  impatience  under  reproof.  Which /ay  to  the 
feers^  See  mt.  Seers  and  prophets  feem  to  have  been 
names  of  (imilar  import ;  *  for  he  that  was  called  a 
*  Prophet  (in  the  days  of  Saul,  king  of  Ifrael),  was 
*'  beforetime  called  a  Seer  */  In  after-times,  a  diflinc- 
tion  was  made  between  thefe  two  chara&ers,  as  ap- 
pears from  I  Chron.  xxix.  29.  where  are  mentioned, 
the  book  of  Samuel  the  feer,  the  book  of  Nathan  the 
prophet,  and  ^he  book  of  Gad  the  feer.  The  feer 
was  probably  a  perfon  who,  by  means  of  the  vifions 
and  revelations  wherewith  he  was  favoured,  was  en- 
abled to  foiefee  apptoaching  future  events,  of  which 
he  gave  notice  to  the  people.  The  prophet  was  a 
public  teacher,  invefted  with  authority  from  Jehovah, 
not  only  to  foretel  future  events,  but  to  admonifh 
men  of  their  fin  and  danger,  to  inftruS  them  in  the 
knowledge  of  their  duty,  and  to  perfuade  them  to 
perform  it.  To  the  feers,  the  rebellious  children  faid. 
See  not,  &c.  Far  from  properly  efteeming  perfons 
of  thefe  defcriptions,  and  faithfully  improvmg  the  im- 
portant advantages  they  might  have  enjoyed  by  their 
means,  they  prefumptuoufly  endeavoured  to  (hut  the 
eyes  of  the  feers,  and  to  flop  the  mouths  of  the  pro- 
phets, who  were  employed  in  teaching  them  the  right 

^  I  Sam.  IX.  9. 
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ways  of  the  Lord.  They  met  the  fehrants  of  God 
with  all  the  difcouragement  and  oppolition  of  which 
they  were  capable ;  and,  inftead  of  receiving  the  mef* 
fages  that  they  delivered  with  humble  gratitude^  they 
fet  themfelves  in  a  way  that  was  not  good,  vigorotifly 
to  withftand  them. 

Prophefy  not  unto  us  right  things^  &c.  Thef6  words 
iirongly  exprefs  the  deep  corruption  of  thofe  by  whom 
they  were  uttered,  and  delineate  a  ftriking  feature  in 
the  character  of  ialfe  prophets  and  their  abettors. 
The  faithful  fervants  of  God,  by  narrowly  infpeding 
the  growing  vices  of  the  people  among  whom  they 
lived,  and  by  the  revelations  they  received  from  God, 
became  acquainted  with  the  fecret  fins  and  hypo- 
crify  that  prevailed  among  them,  againft  which  they 
vehemently  inveighed  in  their  difcourfes.  They 
warmly  remonftrated  againft  abounding  iniquity; 
they  (harply  reproved  every  fpedes  of  tranfgr^bn ; 
they  exhorted  the  people  to  true  repentance,  and  de* 
nounced  the  moft  awfu^  judgments  againft  the  impe- 
nitent. The  reverie  was  the  coildud  of  falfe  prophets, 
who  themfelves  indulged  in  luxury  and  diiSpation; 
whilft  they  endeavoured  to  pleafe  and  flatter  the 
people,  to  connive  at  their  vices,  and  to  accommo* 
date  their  difcouries  to  their  viti^ed  tafte.  The  re- 
bellious children  of  whom  our  prophet  fpeaks,  re- 
quefted,  that  thofe  jyho  exercifed  the  prophetical 
office  among  them,  would  not  prophefy  fuch  right 
and  fevere  things  as  they  had  hitherto  inculcated. 
Speak' unto  us,  faid  they,  f9K>pth  and  foft  things, 
though  they  may  not  be  founded  in  truth.  Prophdy 
deceit  and  falfehood,  that  may  not  difturb  our  tran- 
quillity, or  awaken  our  feaTS  and  anxieties.  Inftead 
of  Qiewing  the  evil  of  our  ways,  and  tlireatening  us 
with  defoiation  and  death,  flatter  us,  by  fair  words, 
with  the  agreeable  profpe£l  of  the  continuance  of 
fafety,  liberty,  and  profperity.  Gratify  our  wiflies, 
foothe  our  minds,  with  promifes  of  life,  peace,  and 
happinefs,  after  we  have  been  threatened  with  war, 

mifery^ 
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niifeiy,  ^  and  deftrufHon.  How  prefumptuous  and 
aodaciotis  was  their  demand^  in  daring  ^o  feduce  the 
fervants  of  God  from  their  fidelity^  and  to  dired 
thorn  how  to  perform  their  Matter's  work !  The  truth 
is,  they  coutd  not  endure  fotind  dodrine,  faithful 
teprooTS,  and  falutary  couniels;  and  therefore  they 
Wiihed,  that  the  prophets  would  exchange  their 
wholefome  admonitions  for  difcourfes  that  might  be 
palatable  and  pleafant.  Jefus  Chrift  hath  exprefsly 
toretokl,  *  That  falfe  prophets  fh^ll  arife,  and  deceive 
'  many  ^Z  Permit  me  therefore  to  addrefs  you  in  the 
words  of  the  apoftle  Peter :  *  Seeing  ye  know  thefe 
^  things  before,  beware  left  ye  aifo,  being  led  away 
^  with  the  error  of  the  wicked,  fall  from  your  o\im 

*  ftedfaftne&.    But  grow  in  grace,  and  in  the  know*« 

*  ledge  of  our  Lord  and  Savbur  Jefus  Chrift  f;' 

1 1  Get  ytAi  GUI  of  the  way,  fUm  afide  out 
t)f  the  path,  caufe  the  hxAy  One  of  Ilrael  to  ceafe 
from  before  U& 

Thefe  "words  Contain  another  inftance  of  this  rebel- 
lious people's  hatred  of  the  truth,  their  contempt 
of  the  word  of  God,  and  the  faithfbl  admonitions  of 
his  fervants.  The  pradtice  of  iniquity,  in  which  ob- 
ftinate  tranfgreflbrs  are  employed,  is  here  reprdented^ 
^as  a  way  wherein  the  multitude  are  fecurely  waaking  ; 
and  the  minifters  of  the  Lord  are  viewed  as  ftanding 
by  the  way-fide,  and  thus  addrefting  the  paflengers,  in 
their  great  Matter's  name :  *  Forfake  the  fooliih,  and 
^  live ;  and  go  in  the  way  of  underftanding.  Enter 
*  not  into  the  path  of  the  wicked,  and  go  not  in  the 
^  way  of  evil  men.  Avoid  it,  pafs  not  by  it,  turn 
^  from  it,  and  pafs  aWay  |.'  To  the  true  prophets; 
who  performed  this  friendly  ofEce,  this  proud  fafti- 
dious  people  re^lied,^  in  the  words  before  us.  Get  ycni 
cut  of  the  way^  and  give  place  to  others  better  than 

*  Matth.  xziT.  XI.       f  2  Peter  iiL  i^,  xS.       %  Prov,  W.  14,  i^. 
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yMi,  'wbo  ^wHl  fpeak  to  us  in  tnore  plealaat  agreeaUe 
iitegQsge.  Ceaie  from  t6proving,  admonifhmg,  and 
thr^SK0ift]%  in  which,  for  a  long  time,  you  have  pro* 

cdeded,  ^and  permit  us  to  enjoy  eafe  and  peace. ^^ 

^m^etbebolfOne  rf  IJrael  to  ceafefram  before  us.  The 
fioly  One  of  Ifrael  was  one  of  the  titles  which  God 
itt^^uefitly  HfTomed,  in  the  meffa^  thitt  he  lent  to 
ihis  ipeople ;  and  it  was  often  mentioned  by  Ifaiah,  in 
the  ^^OKiffes  which  he  deliver64*  In  allofion  to  this 
ftraAioe,  the  vequeft  of  thde  pro£me  perfons  inn- 
mates,  that  they  were  quite  weary  of  the  fermens 
^wherein  this  name  and  xhitsa&er  was  introduced^ 
wbi<th  livi^re  teoome<eietremely  naufeons  and  dxlagree- 
«bk  to  them.  It  imports,  their  ^eameft  defire^  that 
•cur  prophet  in%ht  fpeak  no  more  to  ^em  in  this 
name,  at  ^hich  they  were  offiended ;  and  that  he 
would  defift  from  faying  any  thing  farther  concern- 
ing God,  and  tlie  defigns  of  his  providence* Such 

was  the  froward  and  wicked  kmguage  ufed  by  die 
people  to  whom  the  prophets  of  the  Lord  were  fent, 
which  is  tranfmitted  to  us  for  our  inftrudion,  in  the 
htxki  of  thefe  ^prophecies,  wherein  it  was  ordered  to 
be  recorded.  Hence  let  us  learn  to  beware  of  (indii^ 
£ault  with  the  word  of  God,  of  growing  weary  of  the 
<wholeibme  admonitions  it  contains,  of  contrading  a 
fondnefs  for  fmooth  things,  and  anaverfion  to  any  of 
the  falutary  truths  revealed  by  the  holyOne  of  Ifrael. 
'Let  os:  reverence  every  (hharaSter  under  which  he  hath 
been  pleafed'toipeak  to  us,  ;and  efteem  Ae  words  of 
Ids  moiith  as  our  neceflaryfood. 

Ill  Wherefwe  thus  faith  th6  holy  One  of 
'Ifrael,  Becaufe  ye  defpife  this  word,  and  tnift  in 
oppreflxon  and  perveifenefs,  and  ft  ay  thereon. 


Before  he  denounces  die  awful  judgments  that 
to  be  iAfli£led  upon  this  rebellious  people,  the  prophet 
acquaints  them  with  t^e  authority  by  which  he  fpake, 
and  fpeqfies  the  crhnes  whereby  they  expofed  them- 

felvcs 
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fef ves  to  feverc  puiiifiim€nt,-^~4l^&^<^^  (tiu^  faith 
the  holy  One  of  Ifrael^  whom  you  ought  to  hate  bsxQCu 
fiedy  but  whom  you  have  wickedly  contemn^  Be 
affured,  that  he  will  be  exalted  ia  judgmeot^  ao^ 
fan&ified  in  righteoufnefs-*— — Firft,  Becaufi  ye  def^ife^ 
ibis  word;  the  law  of  the  Lord,  and  the  prophecies 
delivered  by  his  fervants,  particularly  the  predidion 
relating  to  the  vanity  of  trading  in  Egypt*  This  agn 
gravated  iniquity,  as  hath  been  already  ai&rai^d,,  v$ 
one  caufe  of  the  deftru£tion  that  (hall  certainly  and 

iuddenly  fei^e  upon  you. --And  fecondly,  Becaufe 

ye  truji  in  of  predion  and  perverfenefsy  andjiay  thereon. 
The  oppremon  and  perverfenefs  wherein  they  con«- 
fided,  were  the  rich  treafures  and  prefents,  extorted 
from  the  people  by  fraud  and  violence,  which  were 
fent  down-to  Egypt  on  afles  and  cslmels.  The  tribute 
ivhich,  according  to  treaty,  they  ought  to  have  paid 
to  the  king  of  AfTyria,  they  perverfely  offered  to  the 
king  of  Egypt,  in  order  to  obtain  his  affiftaace.  Or 
the  fraud,  as  the  Hebrew  word  (ignifies,  and  periferfe^ 
nefs  Avherein  they  trufted,  might  be  the  deceitful  per* 
verfe  do^rines  of  the  ialfe  prophets,  on  which  they 
fooKflily  placed  great  dependence.  In  both  fenfes  of 
the  words,  the  Ifraelites  and  Jews  were  guiky  of  the 
charge  here  brought  againft  them.  Thus  did  God 
clearly  point  out,  the  caufes  which  operated  to  bring 
terrible  defolation  upon  tha^t  people.—— Sin,  my  bre- 
thren, is  the  fource  of  all  the  calamities  whisrewith 
God  hath  vifited  the  children  of  men.  It  expelled 
the  firft  Adam  from  paradife ;  it  deluged  the  oM 
world  with  water;  it  brought  fire  andbrimftone  from 
heaven  on  Sodom  and  Gomorrah,  and  the  cities  of 
the  plain ;  it  hath  fpread  the  fword,  famine,  and  pefli* 
lence,  among  many  nations ;  it  defolated  the  land  of 
Jqdea,  and  Kindled  the  fire  that  confumed  the  city 
and  temple  of  Jeruialem ;  and,  in  following  ages>  it 
hath  produced  the  moft  direful  eflfe^ls  in  every  quar- 
ter of  the  world.  And  we  may  always  conclude  with 
certainty,  that  wherever  people  are  puniihed  in  the 

manner 
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iQ»HBar  our  prophet  foretels,  iift  is  the  procaring 
caufe.  .  Let  us  then  tarefully  avcnd  that  abominable 
thing  which  God  bateth ;  and  when  not  repented  of^ 
be  never  £uls  to.  teftify  hi^  difple^fu^e  agaiaft  the 
tran%refl0rs. « 

1 3  Tlierefore  this  iniquity  ihall  be  to  you  as^ 
«  breach  ready  to  fall^  fwelling  out  in  a  bighi 
Wall,  whofe  br^akin^  cpmeth,  fi^ddenly  at  aa 
inflant 

The  punilhment  of  the  crimes  mentioned  in  the^ 
preceding  verfe^  is,  in  this  and  the  following  one,  re-, 
prefented  by  two  fignificant  emblems  of  peculiar  ele- 
gance, la  the  firft,  the  people  of  Ifrael  and  Judah» 
on  account  of  the  eminetlce  and  grandeur  to  which 
they  were  elevated,  are  compared  to  a  high  walU 
Through  the  favour  of  Providence,  thefe  kingdom^ 
)iad  been  raifed  to  great  opuleijice,  power,  and  fplen^ 
dor:  they  had  become  confpicuous  in  the  eves  of 
the  nations,  ou  account  of  the  grandeur  oi  tbeii; 
prince,  the  numBer  of  their  military  forces,  the  mul- 
titude and  (IreQgth  of  their  fortified  cities^  In  refpeft 
of  privileges,  they  were  ei^alted  to  beaven.  They  en- 
joved  thole  important  prerogatives,  whereby  they  ex- 
celled all  the  other  nations  of  the  earth  ;^  infomucb 
that  their  renown  went  forth  among  the  Heathen 
for  beauty,  which,  faid  the  Lord  G^  was  perfect 
through  his  comelinefs  put  upon  them  *..  .■  Tbere^ 
fore  this  ijuquity  Jball  be  to  pu  as  a  breach  ready  /^ 
fall^  &c*  The  Hn  whereby  they  defpifed  the  word 
of  the  Lord,  the  inftrudions  of  his  Servants,  and  evei\ 
the  name  of  the  holy  One  of  Ifrael,  and  fought  aiGXt- 
ance  from  Egypt,  was  to  prove  ruinous  to  them,  a& 
the  fwelling  out  in  a  high  wall.  Under  this  fifnili- 
tude,  the  pf^lmift  predicted  the  overthrow  of  his  ene- 
mies :  ^  As  a  bowing  wall  (hall  ye  be,  and  as  a  totter- 
^  Ing  fence  |.'    The  breach,  or  bulge,  which  is  fup- 

♦  Sec  Ezck.  xvi.  14.  t  ?H  Ix"-  J- 
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pofed  to  have  been  in  the  lower  part  of  the  wall,  as 
often  happens  in  old  buildings,  might  (ignify,  the  in« 
folence  and  pride  whereby  the  pofterity  of  Ifraei  were 
puffed  up,  in  the  confidence  of  being  aided  by  the 
Egyptians.  And  as  the  fall  of  a  high  wall,  that  is 
occalioned  by  its  projecting  over  the  foiyidation,  and 
burfting  out  in  the  lower  pan,  is  commonly  fudden, 
great,  and  uoiexpeded ;  fo,  in  thefe  refpects,  it  repre- 
iented  the  overtl\row  of  the  Ephraimltes  and  Jews« 
This  iniquity  liere  referred,  to,  was  to  be  the  c^ufe  of 
the  fall  of  both  thefe  kingdon\s  >  and,  in  fa&,  it  proved 
fo,  firft  to  the  Ephraimites,  who,  by  their  perfidy^ 
llirred  up  Shalmanefer,  king  of  Afiyr^a,  to  execute 
vengeance  upon  them ;  and  then  to  the  Jews,  who, 
by  their  treachery,  provoked  God  to  deliver  theoi  iuta 
the  hands  of  the  Affyrians  and  Chaldeans^ 

14  And  he  (hall  break  it  as  the  bfeaking  of 
the  potters  veflel,  that  is  broken  in  pieces,  he 
ihall  not  fpare;  fo  that  there  fhall  not  be  found, 
in  the  burfting  of  it,  a  (herd  to  take  fire  from 
the  hearth,  or  to  take  water  withal  out  of  the 

pit. 

The  predided  de(lru£klon,  which  was  to  terminate 
in  the  entire  diiTolution  of  the  Ifraelitiih  (late,  is  here 
illuftrated  by  a.  new  fimtlitude,-*-^-The  firft  claufe  of 
the  verfe  might'have  been  tranilated  thus :  '*  And  its 
^^  breaking,  or  burfting,  fhall  be  as  the  breaking  of 
♦*  the  potter's  veffel."  The  truth  affirmed  in  the 
middle  of  the  verfe,  namely,  that  Almighty  God 
(who  feems  to  be  the  Perfon  fpoken  of)  fhall  not 
fpare,  is  plainly  fuppofed  in  the  comparifon  here 
flated.  He  was  to  give  the  Ephraimites  fuch  a  fevere 
blow,  fuch  a  terrible  ftroke,  as  they  would  not  be 
able  to  recover  from ;  in  confequence  whereof,  they 
ftiould  be  fo  fhattered  to  pieces,  that^  as  a  people, 
they  were  to  become  unprofitable  and  ufelefs.  As  an 
earthen  vefTel  that  is  broken  to  fhivers,  becomes  uniic 

for 
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for  any  valuable  purppfe,  even  for  taking  a  fitile  fire 
from  the  hearth,  or  a  little  water  from  the  pit  or 
well;  in  like  manner,  that  people  were  to  be  Id 
broken,  that  there  was  not  to  remain  one  amoag 
them  who  would  be  able  to  alleviate  the  common  ca* 
hmity,  or  afford  any  fubftantial  fervice  for  promote 
ing  the  public  benefit.  So  general  wa9  to  be  the  de^ 
ftru£Uon  that  fliould  befal  them,  that  none  of  dieni 
was  to  be  capable  of  repairing  the  breach  made 
among  them,  or  of  refloring  the  kingdom  to  its  for* 
mer  found  ftate— r^f^To  this  deplorable  condition  were 
the  Ephraimites  to  be  reduced,  as  the  juft  punifli* 
ment  of  their  fins,  as  our  prophet  had  repeatedly  fore- 
told ;  and  from  facred  hiftory  it  is  abundantly  evU 

dent,  that  the  predictions  were  ezadly  verified* 

God,  my  brethren,  defolates  the  mod  powerful  king« 
doms,  after  they  have  long  perfifled  in  grtevoufly 
provoking  him  to  anger  by  their  fins.     The  impiety^ 
the  injufhce,  the  cruelty,  and  treachery,  which  abound 
in  nations  and  empires,  prove  to  them  like  a  bulge 
in  a  high  wall,  which  forbodes  its  future  downfal  j 
and,  in  progrefs  of  time,  they  fail,  and  are  daihed  in 
pieces  as  a  potter's  ve0el.   When  Rehoboam,  and  all 
Ifrael  with  him,  forfook  the  law  of  the  Lord,  the. 
kingdom  was  divided,  and  rent  in  pieces.    The  con- 
fpiracy  of  Hoihea  ruined  the  kingdom  of  Ifirael  *•     It 
was  once  a  very  powerful  nation,  and  made  a  molt 
magnificent  appearance ;  but  their  iniquities  brought 
them  to  defolation.     The  profperity  ot  nations  is  not 
entailed  upon  them  as  a  perpetual  inheritance:  it 
fomecimes  pafTes  away  like  a  declining  ihadow ;  and 
fometimes,  by  various  means,  it  is  fuddenty  reverfed. 
Would  you  then  have  your  prefent  happy  conditioD^ 
as  a  people,  continued  ?  beware  of  finning  againft  the 
God  of  our  mercies,  of  abufing  his  goodnefs,  and  dif- 
obeying  his  authority ;  and  endeavour  to  bring '  forth 
fruit  unto  God,  fuited  to  the  many  advantages  we 
enjoy. 

*  Sec  2  Kings  xvii.  4»  5. 
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15  ¥tK  thus  faith  the  Lord  God,  the  holy 
One  of  Ifrael,  In  returning  and  reft  (hall  ye  be 
iaved,  in  quietnefs  and  in  confidence  fliall  be 
your  ftrength  j  and  ye  would  not. 

The  pec^le  of  Ifrael  and  Judah  are  here  reminded 
of  their  perverfe  obftinate  rejedion  of  the  falatarr 
couniels  given  them  by  Jehovah,  in  complying  ynm 
"which  they  might  have  enjoyed  deliverance  and  tran^ 
quillicy.-^ — ^The  fubjed;  is  introduced  by  a  very  fo« 
lemn  exordium,  intended  to  excite  reverence  and  at^ 
tention  to  the  important  truth  contained  in  the  words 
before  us.  For  thus  faith  the  Lord  God;  the  eternal 
Independent  Jehovsch,  who  gives  exiftence  to  all  the 
creatures,  and  dtfpofes  oi  them  according  to  his  fove- 
reign  pleafure ;  and  who  is  God  over  all,  biefled  for 

ever. The  holy  One  of  Ifrael.  The  rebellious  people 

to  whom  this  prophecy  was  delivered,  had  entreated, 
tiiat  this  glorious  character  of  the  Almighty  might 
ceafe  from  before  them*  This  unreafoni^le  requeft 
did  not,  however,  deter  our  prophet  from  once  and 
again  repeating  this  magnificent  title,  in  the  predidion 
under  our  confideration.  The  ufeful  inftrudion  here 
delivered,  is  recommended  by  the  higheft  authority, 
by  fuprem^  wifdom  and  goodnefs ;  and  therefore  me- 
rits our  clofeft  attention.  And  had  we  juft  views  of 
his  infinite  majefty  and  glory  who  fpeaks  to  us,  with 
what  profound  humility  and  fubmiffion  would  we 
hearken  to  the  words  of  his  mouth ! 

In  the  prophetic  writings,  a  double  meaning  U 
couched  under  the  fame  words ;  which  the  facred 
writers  of  the  New  Teftament  clearly  fuppofe,  and  ac- 
cording to  which  they  often  frame  their  interpretation 
of  pdiiages  in  the  Old  Teftament.  The  fame  fenti- 
ment,  according  as  it  is  explained,  relates  to  different 
fub}e£U  and  events,  diftant,  it,  may  be,  in  their  exift* 
ence,  and  diftinfk  in  their  nature,  though  in  fome 
meafure  conneded,  and  refembling  each  other.  In 
Ibme  predictions,  clear  indications  are  given  of  the 

mind 
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mind  of  the  holy  Spirit ;  in  othd^,  -fome  obfcure  in- 
timations only  are  giv^n  of  thofe  divine  truths  which 
he  intended  more  faintly  to  reveal.    Soxnetimes  the 
literal  fenfe  is  fo  confpicuous,  both  in  the  words  and 
fentiment,   that   the  remote  or  figurative  fenfe  is 
fcarcely  difce^nible:  at  other  times^  the  figurative 
fenfe  (hines  with  fuch  luflre,  that  the  literal  xkleaning 
is  thrown  into  the  Qiiade,  atid  becomes  almoft  imper- 
ceptible*  Sometitties  the  principal  idea  is  clearly  con^ 
veyed :  fometimes  it  unexpe&edly  glances  upon  the 
mind,  like  lightning  that  burfts  n-om  the  clouds ;  of 
which,  a  ftriking  inflance^  if  I  am  not  miflaken,  oc- 
curs in  this  verfe.    Confideting  the  words  as  addrefi^ 
ed  to  Ifrdel  of  old,  in  their  obvious  and  primary  felife^ 
they  plainly  import  what  ought  to  have  made  deep 
impreffion  upon  that  people,  and  what  might  be  eafily 
underftood  by  every  one.   By  defifting  from  journeys 
into  Egypt,  with  a  view  to  folicit  aiEuance  from  that 
court ;  by  refraining  from  all  negotiations  with  Pba^ 
taoh  and  his  princes,  'with  a  view  to  form  alliance 
with  them— by  returning  from  the  evils  to  which  you 
have  been  addided,  to  the  fiaithful  performance  of 
the  duties  you  h^ve  neglefted^— by  compofing  your- 
felves  from  perplexing  fears,  quietly  waiting  for  God, 
and  humbly  trufting  in  him  alone  for  defired  deliver*^ 
,ance,  in  the  diligent  ufe  of  the  means  he  hath  pre- 
fcribed,  you   fhall   aflfuredly  enjoy  protection   and 
fafety.     Such  is  the  obvious  literal  meaning  of  the 
words,  which  exprefs  with  propriety,  what  is  no  lefs 
xleceiTary  to  the  enjoyment  of  .fpiritual  and  eternal 
falvation,  and  are  equally  applicable  to  this,  as  to 
the  other  fubje£l.     I  fhall  therefore  confider  them  in 
this  view,  to  which*  they  may  be  diftinftly  referred. 
In  the  profecution  of  this  defign,  new  light  will,  I 
hope,  be  reflected  upon  the  language,  a  degree  of 
dignity  and  importance  added  to  the  fentiment ;  whilft 
they  gradually  rife  from  humble  to  more  elevated  ob- 
jedsy  until  they  are  placed  in  the  moft  confpicuoui 
and  interefting  light. 

Salvation, 
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Salvation,  m  fcripture^  not  only  denotes,  in  fome 
inftances,  temporal  deliverance  from  the  evils  whereiii 
men  are  involved,  or  with  whiih  they  are  thfeatemed  ; 
but  it  likewife  fignifies,  fpiritual  deliverance  from  fin^ 
the  greateft  evil,  with  its  dreadful  confequeQces..  To 
be  faved  in  this  mod  important  fenfe  of  the  word,  is, 
through  the  infinite  mercy  of  God,  to  be  refcued,  by 
the  Spirit  of  power,  from  the  ufurped  dominion  that 
fm  hath  acquired ;  and  to  be  freed  from  the  punifhment 
that  fin  hath  merited,  and  the  pollution  contraded 
by  it,  through  the  atoning  purifying  blood  of  Chrift. 
It  is  to  be  conformed  to  the  amiable  image  of  God, 
to  be  admitted  into  his  favour,  and  to  live  unre- 
fervedly  devoted  to  his  fervice  and  glory,  until  this 
falvation  is  confummated,  bv  its  bleifed  Author  and 
Finifher,  in  the  JFuture  celeftbl  world ;  when  tt^at 
which  is  in  part  fhall  be  done  awav,  and  that  which 
is  perfeft  fhall  come*  If  you  inquire,  how  this 
great  falvation  is  to  be  obtained  ?  you  have  a  fatisfy- 
ing  reply  in  the  words  to  be  confidered : 

In  retanung  and  reji^  &c.  All  we,  likie  lofl  iheep^' 
have  gone  aftray :  every  one  hath  turned  afide  into 
his  own  way.  Like  the  prodigal,  we  have  left  our 
Father's  houfe,  we  have  gone  into  a  far  country,  we 
have  wafted  the  goods  wherewith  we  were  intrufted,^ 
and  have  been  feeding  upon  the  hufks  of  worldly  va- 
nities. Heartily  convinced  of  our  fm  and  folly,  ia 
departing  from  God,  the  JFountain  of  all  felicity,,  and 
of  our  mifery  and  wretchednefs,  in  continuing  at  a 
diftance  from  him,  like  the  prodigal,  we  muft  retura 
to  our  compaflionate  heavenly  Father.  Deeply  fen- 
fible  of  his  tender  mercies,  and  our  forlorn  condition, 
we  muft  fmcerely  renounce  all  thpfe  finful  teolpers 
and  praftices  in  which  we  formerly  indulged,  and 
abandon  thofe  other  lords  to  whom  we  have  yielded 
fubje&ion  \  faying,  with  Ephraim  of  old, '  What  have 
^  I  any  more  to  do  with  idols*.'    Allured  by  the 
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amiable  dlfcoveries  of  the  tidies  of  divine  raetcy  smd 

Sace  in  the  gofpel,  we  muft  have  aftual  reeourfe  to 
od  by  Jefuft  Cbrift,  the  only  appointed  vsiy  to  the 
Fa^er ;  adopting  the  words  that  be*  hknfelf  hath  dic- 
tated, ^  Take  avt^y  all  iniquity,  and  receive  ns  gra- 

^  cioufly/*/ Reft  tnuft  accompany  this  penitent 

return'  to  God.  *  Thi»  fuppofei^,  that  we  were  pre- 
vioufly  in  a  difturbed  and  agitated  condition,  refem- 
bling  that  of  the  troubled  fea;  whofe  waters  ca(l  op 
mire  and  dirt  f; -and  whofe  raging  waves,  as  the 
apoftle  Jude  fpeaks^  fqam  out  thek  own  ihanie.  -  Un- 
itable  as  watery  and  reftlefs  as  the  wind,  we  were 
tofled  about  by  every  vanity,  and  did  not  ceafe  from 
fin.  The  reft  here  fpoken  of,  by  nieans  whereof  we 
attain  eternal  falVation^  confifts^in  abftinence  from  fin, 
toi  which  we  were  formerly  addided:  in  defifting 
from  the  fruitlefs  putfuit  of  unfatisfying  worldly  vani- 
ties, that  we  may  place  alltmrxonfidence  and  del%ht 
in  God,  as  our  all-fufficient  portion  and  felicity ;  ttait, 
with  holy  complacency  of  foul^  we  may  acquiefce  in  his 
falvation,  as  admirably  adapted  to  relieve  ail  our  necef- 
fities,  and  to  put'  us  in  the  pofieffioa  of  eternal  reft; 

In  this  return  and  reft^  We  (ball  be  fared  from  the 
evils  by  which  we  are  diftrefled,  and  arrive  at  the  en- 
joyment of  that  great  falvation  which  God  hath  pro- 
mifed  to  the  faithful.  If  deliverance  from  On,  and 
nearnefs  to  God ;  if  fr^dom  from  the  anxious  por- 
fuit  of  lying  vanities,  and  fettled  delight  in  God;  if 
entire  dependence  upon  him  for  ev^  blefling,  and 
the  a^eeable  aflurance  of  his  prefeace  and  prot^on, 
conftitute  the  pleafmg  foretaftes  of  eternal  falvation, 
thefe  are  the  benefits  enjoyed  in  returning  and  reft. 
In  the  ways  of  difobedience,  we  always  meet  with 
perplexity,  difappointment,  and  mifery;  and  never 
recdve  any  recompenfe  proportioned  to  our  labour : 
we  take  greater  pains  to  make  ourfelves  miferable^ 
than  might  be  neceflary^  in  another  courfe^  to  render 
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us  happy.  Whereas  did  tpe  retmtioto  Opd^  and  reft 
in  him,  as  he  hath  required,  we  ihould  be  free  from 
much  trouble  and  vexation,  and: enjoy  thatlafety  and 
comfort  which  is'  beft  fuited  to  onr  condition.  Be 
]>erfuaded,  then,  to  adopt,  without  deby,  thefe  £du- 
tary  mealures,  and  you  fliall  be  laved  widi  a  complete 
and  eternal  falvation. 

In  qtdetnefs  and  in  tmfidence  jhalL  be  ytmr  Jirenph^ 
&c.  Gon&lering  thefe  words  as  addtefled  to  the 
Ifraelites,  in  the  literal  fignification,  their  import 
feems  to  be  ihortly  this :  Were  ye  free  from  difcom>- 
pofing  fears,  and  diftreffing  anxieties,  enjoying  agree- 
able ferenity  of  mind^  and  phdng  unftiaken  truft  in 
the  power  and  faidi£alnefs  of  Jehovah,  ye  would  cer#- 
tainly  experience  your  ftnngth  as  a  kingdom  confirm- 
ed ;  and  fuccefs  ihould  attend  your  ^flForts,  in  of/ftA- 
ing  the  hoftile  defigns  of  your  enemies.  Tour  na- 
tional power  would  be  contifiued  and  eftablifhed.— -^^^ 
Stren^,  in  fcripture,  not  only  fignifies^  perlbnal  and 
national  vigour  and  -firmnefs,  whereby  enemies  are 
c^f^pofed  abd  van^uiihed ;  but  it  alfo  denotes,  that  fpL- 
ritual  ai»lity  whereby  the  true  ifrad  of  Godperfosm 
the  duties  incumbent  upon  them,  xefift  the  enemies 
of  their  falvation,  and  iuftaiiL  the  various  afflidions 
wherewith  they  are.vifited.  For  thefe  important  pui> 
pofes,  the  peculiar  people  of  God  neceive  the  fpirit  of 
power,  of  .k>ve,  and  of  a  found  mind.  Though  infuf- 
ficient  of  themfdves  fo  much  as  to  think  any  good 
iJiing,  yet,  throi^  Chrift  ftrengthening  them,  they 
can  do  all  thi&ga ;  being  funuAied  with  all  might  in 
the  ianer  man,  tot  every  good  woid^  When  confined 
io  beds  of  langujfting,  h^aUb  ftrengdiens  them  with 
ftreogth  in  their  fouk,  unto  all  patience  and  long- 
fttffering,  with  joyfobefs;  sffid  .when  bu&ted  by 
meflfengers  of  Sataxi^  hisflrength.  is  made  perfeft  w 
weaknefs;  his  grace  is  made  fofficient  for  them. 
Hence  they  adopt  jwith  plea^re,  the  triumphant  bui- 
guage  of  the  royal  poet :  *  Who  is  God  fave  the 
^  Lord  I  or  who  is  a  rock  fave  our  Cqd  ?  It  is  God 
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girdeth  me  with  ftrenjgth,  and  maketh  my  vay 
♦  perfedV 

To  the  poffeffion  and  inereafe  of  this  ftrength, 
quietneis  and  confidence  greatly  conduce.  QuietneTs^ 
you  know,  confifts  in  freedom  from  outward  didurb- 
ance^  and  the  annoyance  of  enepites ;  in  the  enjoy- 
ment of  inward  ferenity  of  mind^  uninterrupted  by 
amdety  and  perturbation,  and  thofe  vexing  thoughu 
that  tend  to  moleft  and  diftrefs  us.  Such  quietnefs, 
when  not  abufed  to  the  bale  purpofes  of  indolence 
and  fecurity,  is  a  ftate  highly  favourable  to  improve- 
ment in  fpiritual  firmnefs  and  vigour^  It  fupprefles 
the  tumultuous  paffions  of  pride,  anger,  envy,  fear, 
and  revenge,  whidi  difcompofe  the  fpirit,  and  render 
us  either  weak  and  timid,'  or  boifterous  and  precipi- 
tate. It  allays  thofe  internal  diforders  which  arife  in 
the  mind,  that  incapacitate  for  the  right  difcharge  of 
duty,  and  for  properly  fuftaining  affli^bn :  it  difpofes 
to  cultivate  that  ferene  temper  which  is  requifite  to 
real  enjoyment  and  improvement.  By  means  of  this 
tranquillity  of  foul,  fpiritual  ftrength  is  preferved  and 
incr^ed.---^To  this  end,  confidence  is  no  Icfs  fuh- 
fervient:  which  confifts  in  unfhaken  truft  in  God, 
for  afliftance,  fafety,  and  every  neceflary  bleffing ;  in 
unfufpefting  reliance  upon  the  wifdom,  power,  good- 
nefs,  and  fiuthfulnefs  of  Jehovah,  in  oppofition  to  dif- 
maying  fears,  and  diftra£ting  cares.  By  this  becom* 
in^  exercife,  fpiritual  ftrength  is  Qpnfirmed«  A^  ncv 
thing  tends  more  effe£lually  to  enfeeble  the  mind  than 
fufpicion  and  diftruft,  fo  there  is  not  any  one  difpo- 
jition  dbat  hath  a  more  powerful  influence  to  impart 
ftrength  and  ftability  than  confidence  in  the  Lord ; 
who,  in  this  way,  giveth  ftrength  and  power  unto  his 
people.  I  Such  feems  to  be  the  import  of  the  words 
of  the  Lord  God  in  this  verfe,  as  they  were  fpoken 
.to  the  Uraelites  y  and  as  they  may  be  improved  by  us, 
for  promoting  our  beft  interefts.   He  that  hearkeneth 

unto 
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unto  counfel,  is  wife*  Hear  then,  and  receive  inftrucw 
tion,  that  thou  mayeft  be  wife  in  thy  htter  end^  Let 
OS  return  to  God,  and  reft  in  him,  fo  fhall  we  be. 
faved :  let  us  endeavour  to  enjoy  that  quietnels  and 
confidence  which  never  faU  to  infpire  ftreogA  and 
^rtitude^ 

1 6  But  ye  faid.  No;  for  we  will  flee  upon 
horfes ;  therefore  fhall  ye  flee :  and.  We  will 
ride  upon  the  fwift;  therefore  ihall  they  that 
purfue  you  be  fwift. 

This  verfe,  with  the  laft  claufe  of  the  foregoing^ 
one,  contains  the'obftinate  refufal,  and  perverfe  refo- 
lution,  of  this  rebellious  people,  to  whom  Ifaiah  de- 
livered the  preceding  falutary  advice,  and  comfortable 
aiTurance.— ^It  might  have  been  Juflly  expefted, 
that  thofe  to  whom  they  were  addreited,  would  have 
replied,  with  humble  gratitude,  as  did  Ifrael  of  old^ 
'  All  that  the  Lord  hath  fpoken,  we  will  do/  Very 
different,  however,  was  the  reception  pvexi  to  this 
wife  counfel:  and  therefore  is  this  heavy  charge 
brought  againft  them.  And  ye  would  not;  andyefaid^ 
No*  Ye  peremptorily  refufed  to  comply  with  the 
diflates  of  infinite  wifdom,  which  it  would  have  been 
at  once  your  duty,  your  intereft,  and  happinefs,  to 
have  ob^ed.  Surprifing  indeed!  they  might  have 
had  falvation  and  ftrength  in  the  eafieft  way  poflible, 
and  yet  they  would  not  have  them*  Such  was  their 
perverfe  obftinacy,  that  they  determined  what  they 
would  do,  without  afldng  coudfel  of  God ;  and  after 
he  gracioufly  condefcended  to  give  them  advice,  they 
would  not  fubmit  to  his  directions,  but  fooliihly  con- 
temned them.  They  treated  the  melfage  fent  them 
Irom  God,  by  our  prophet,  in  the  fame  mfolent  man- 
ner that  they  afterward  treated  the  word  of  the  Lord, 
delivered  by  the  prophet  Jeremiah ;  to  whom  they 
(aid,  ^  As  for  the  word  that  thou  haft  fpoken  to  us 
<  in  the  n ^e  of  the  Lord,  we  will  not  do  it :  but  wa 
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'  wHl  certainly  do  that  which  proceedeth  out  of  oar 
^  own  nx)Qth  */  *  ■  ■  Alas !  my  bretbrca^  wemay  ititt 
complain,  with  our  prophet,  ^  Who  hath  befieved  our 

*  report  ?'  How  few,  among  the  inhabitaBts  of  the 
old  world,  hearkened  to  the.Toice  e£  the  preacher  of 
righteoufnefs  ?  How  few,  among  the  children  of  Brael^ 
believed  the  word  of  the  Lord,  by  his  fenrant  Mofes  ? 
and  how  few  of  them  afterwards  received,  and  prac* 
tically  regarded^  the  meflages  fent  to  them  by  the  pro* 
phets  i  Is  not  the  cafe  precifely  the  fame  among  us  I 
Are  there  not  many  profane,  r  many  negligent,  many 
forgetful,  many  unbelieving,  many  difobedient  hear* 
ers,  who  all  unite  in  faying,  N09  we  will  not  I  Be  not 
ye  ftiff-necked  and  rebellious,  like  unto  them. 

For  w^  wU  fiee  upon  borfei^'^^nd  we  will  ride  itfmt 
ibefwift.  Thon^  they  had  been  inftraded  for  ages, 
that  *'  a  horfe  is  a  vain  thing  for  fafety ;  neither  malt 

*  he  deliver  by  his  great  ftrength  f :'  yet  they  refolved^ 
that,  when  the  Aflyrians  fboukl  invade  their  land,  they 
would  flee  upon  horfes,.  and  other  fwift  animals,  into 
Egypt,  where  they  might  efcape  from  the  faaxtds  of 
their  enemies.  In  this  rafli  and  ilUdevifed  fcheme,  we 
fee  a  ftnking  proof  of  the  extreme  itMy  and  perverfity 
of  tranfgreflbrs,  who  refufe  to  comply  with  the  couo- 
fels  of  Heaven ;  and  prefer  to  them,  projeds  aS  thor 
own  deviling.  In  obedience  to  God,  they  might  en^ 
ioy  perfect  faiety,  and  find  their  ilrength  confirmed  i 
whereas  the  purpofes  formed  independent  of  €rod^ 
fhall  certainly  be  fruftrated  by  him  who  maketh  the 
devices  of  the  people  of  none  effe£t.  People,  in  ftraits 
and  dangers,  often  look  for  aififUnce  from  an  arm  of 
fleih.  Some  truft  in  chariots,  fome  in  horfes,  fome  ia 
riches,  fome  in  alliances  with  foreign  pf^wers.  ^  Afa, 
^  king  of  Judah,  in  his  diftrefs^  relied  on  the  king  of 
^  Syria ;  and,  in  his  difeafe,  fought  not  to  the  Lord, 

*  but  to  the  phylicians  |/  Zedekiah  expected  defence 
from  the  great  army  of  Pharaoh,  king  of  £gypt ;  and 
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the  Epfarainutes  hoped  to  enjoy  Ikfety  in  that  cottntiy. 
But  divine  providence  fruftrated  and  difappointed 

their  expe&ations. Therefore  Jball  ye  fiee — there^ 

fore  Jhall  ibey  that  pztrfue. you  befwifu  Since  ye  have 
expreffed  jour  refolution,  the.Lord  God  now  informs 
you  of  his  determiaation.  Becaufe  ye  have  purpofed 
€0  make  your  efcape  by  flight,  ye  mail  indeed  flee; 
bot  they  that  pur^e  you,  (hall  be  fWift,  and  overtake 
you :  a^d  fo  your  fin  (hall  be  writt^i  in  your  pu- 
ni(hment.  Thus  doth  God  make  the  devices  of  the 
people  of  none  eflfed^  and  baffle  their  beft  contrived 
emerpriies.  Ab(alom  formed  great  expe&ations  from 
the  good  counfel  of  Ahithophel ;  but  God  turned  it 
into  fooiiflmefs*  ^  Ahaz  ho^ed  to  receive  much  afl 
^  fiftance  from  the  king  of  Myria ;  but  he  diftrefled 
f  him,  and  (Irengthened  him'. not*/  And,  in  the 
profpeft  of  invasion  by  the  Aflyrians,  the  people  of 
Ifrael  and  Judah,  ivho  thought  of  efcaping  by  a  fpeedy 
flight  into  Egypt,  are  here  informed,  chat  thofe  who 
purfued  them,  (hould  be  as  fwift  as  they ;  fo  that  they 
(hould  not  be  able  to  efcape  the  threatened  calamities. 

•  1 7  One  thoufand  Jball  jite  at  the  rebuke  of 
one ;  at  the  rebuke  of  five  (hall  ye  flee,  till  ye 
be  left  as  a  beacon  upon  the  top  of  a  mountain,, 
and  as  an  enfign  on  an  hill. 

The  timidity  and  cowardice  of  this  rebellious  people, 
with  their  unhappy  confequences,  are  here  (trongly 
reprefented.  So  very  pufillanimous  and  faint-hearted 
were  they  to  become,  that  they  would  eafily  be  re- 
trained from  executing  their  purpofes ;  infomuch 
that  the  (harp  reproof;  even  of  one  of  their  enemies, 

was  to  put  a  thoufand  of  them  to  flight* At  ihe^ 

rebuke  offivefl^anyeflee^  &c«  This  hyperbolical  ex- 
prefiiori  clearly  points  out,  what  a^ually  came  to  pafs* 
Notwithftandipg  the  number  of  enemies  employed 


^  2  Ckroi).  xxtIIL  20* 


^ 


'againfl: 


(586  LtlGTURES  ok  THfi     Chap.XXX. 

againft  them  was  fmall,  when  compared  with  their  mnU 
.titudes,  a  few  were  to  put  them  all  to  flight.  Contem- 
plating this  extraordinary  event,  we  may  inquire  with 
furprife,  in  the  words  of  Mofes,  ^  How  fhould  one  chafe 
^  a  thou&nd,  and  two  put  ten  thoufand  to  flight,  ex* 
^  cept  their  Rock  had  fold  them,  and  the  Lord  had 
^  fliut  them  up*?'  This  great  calamity  proceeded 
from  God,  who,  on  account  of  their  manifold  aggra- 
vated tranigreflions,  delivered  them  into  the  hands  of 
their  enemies,  at  whofe  approach  they  were  intimi- 
dated and  terrified. — —Till  ye  be  left  as  a  beacon  upon 
ibe  top  of  a  mountain;  a  fign  *  exhibited  onfome  con- 
fpicuous  place,  to  prevent  fliipwreck,  or  to  give  early 
notice  of  invafion :  or,  according  to  the  marginal 
tranflation,  ^  As  a  tree  bereft  of  its  branches ;'  intimat* 
ing,  the  folifary  deferted  condition  to  which  they  were 

to  be  reduced. And  as  an  enfign^  or  ftandard, 

ere&ed  upon  an  eminence,  with  the  deiign  of  dired- 
iqg  travellers  in  their,  journey.  By  thefe  two  fimili- 
tudes,  our  prophet,  with  his  ufual  elegance,  plainly 
intimates,  that  only  few.  of  the  rebelhous  people  to 
whom  he  delivered  this  meflage,  were  to  furvive  the 
calamities  to  be  inflifled  upon  them :  that  being  di- 
vefted  of  all  defence,  they  were  to  be  expofed  to  inju« 
ries  of  every  kind ;  and  exhibited  to  public  view,  as 
t(ramings  to  all  other  people,  carefully  to  avoid  thof^ 
dangerous  pradices  which  proved  ruinous  to  them. 
1  o  us,  they  convey  this  important  leflbn,  which  we 
ought  never  to  forget :  That  it  is  better  to  truft  in 
Gpd,  than  to  put  coxifidence  in  man :  that  ^  curfed  is 
^  the  man  that  truftem  in  man,  aiid  maketh  flefli  his 

*  arm,  whofe  heart  departeth  from  the  Lord.  For  he 

*  fliall  be  like  the  heath  in  the  defert,  and  (hall  not 

*  fee  when  good  cometh  |.' 

i8  f  And  therefore  will  the  Lord  wait,  that 
he  may  be  gracious  unto  you,  and  therefore  will 
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he  .be  exalted^  that  he  may  have  mercy  upon 
you;  for  th^  Lord  is  a  God  of  judgments 
blefled  are  all  they  that  wait  for  him. 

Thefe  remarkable  words,  which  inerit  our  ferious 
attention,  are  introduced  as  an  infeteilce  from  the 
preceding  predictions.  As  the  juft  punifliment  of 
their  (ins,  this  rebellious  people  were  to  flee  before 
their  enemies,  and  to  be  reduced  to  a  (blitary,  for- 
lorn, and  defencelefs  (late*  They  were  not  however 
to  be  totally  abandoned  of  God,  who,  in  due  time, 
would  extend  his  mercy  and  favour  to  them,  and 

fend  them  deliverance. ^The  Hebrew  word  tranf- 

'  lated  gracious  J  is  of  very  extenfive  import :  it  fignifies, 
tendeny  to  regard,  to  have  compaffion,  to  confer  fa- 
vour, to  do  good.  The  grace  of  God,  his  free  unme- 
rited favour,  is  the  fource  from  whence  flows  all  the 
benefits,  temporal  and  fpiritual,  enjoyed  by  the  chil- 
dren of  men.  All  the  deliverances  wrought  for  them 
in  every  age,  all  the  benefits  received  by  every  indi- 
vidual, proceed  from  the  grace  and  kindnefs  of  God. 
He  beftows  them  freely,  notwithftanding  we  have 
forfeited  all  claim  to  them;  he  confers  them  ge- 
neroufly,  and  without  conftraint ;  he  imparts  them  li- 
berally, and  often  without  folicitation ;  he  conveys 
them  with  pleafure,  and  not  with  reludance.  So  in- 
finitely gracious  and  bountiful  is  he,  that  he  giveth 
unto  all  men  liberally,  and  upbraideth  not  Men  may 
exhauil  their  treafures  by  their  liberality ;  and  they 
who  have  mod  to  beftow,  cannot  always  give,  nor  to 
every  one  that  needeth :  but  the  grace  of  God,  Which 
is  the  everlafting  fountain  from  whence  every  bleffing 
proceeds,  can  never  be  exhaufted  or  di^iiniflied.  Nor 
doth  he  upbraid  us  with  our  unworthinefs  and  ingra- 
titude, or  with  the  number  and  excellence  of  the  be- 
nefits we  have  already  received. But  this  is  not 

all :  to  illuftrate  the  exceeding  riches  of  his  grace,  it 
18  affirmed,  Tbe  Lord  wilL  waitj  that  he  may  be  gra^- 
0OUS  unto  you.    With  aftonifliing  condefcexuion,  he 

Vol.  IL  4  R  waits 
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tiraits  for  the  moft  proper  feafon  to  interpofe  in  be- 
half of  his  people ;  and  when  they  are  in  the  moft 
proper  pofture  and  temper  of  mind  to  receive  his 
mercy,  he  adminiften  to  them  neceflary  relief  hi 
this  manner,  he  waited  to  be  gracious  to  his  fenrant 
David  4  and  therefore  when  he  penitently  acknow- 
ledged, *  1  have  finned  againft  the  Lord/  tne  prophet 
Nathan  was  direded  to  fay  to  him,  ^  The  Lord  hath 
^  done  away  thy  fin  *.'  In  like  manner,  he  ivaited  to 
be  gracious  to  Saul  of  Tarfos ;  *  in  whom  he  (hewed 
'  forth  all  long-fuffering,  for  a  pattern  to  them  who 

*  fliould  hereafter  believe  on  him  to  life  everlafting  f  / 
After  he  had  humbly  afked,  trembling  and  aftoniflied, 

*  Lord,  what  wilt  thou  have  me  to  do  \  V  the  Lord 
fent  Ananias  to  intimate  to  him,  that  peculiar  grace 
which  he  had  long  waited  to  confer  upon  him.  Thus 
alfo  the  Lord  waited  to  be  gracious  unto  his  people 
Ifrael,  until  having -heard  them  bemoan  themfelvest 
^  he  remembered  them ;  his  bowels  were  troubled  for 

*  them ;  and  he  faid,  I  will  furely  have  mercy  upon  ^ 
'  them  ]|/  Notwithftanding  the  manifold  aggravated 
tranfgrelfions  of  his  rebellious  people,  God  is  pleafed 
to  exercife  much  long-fuflFering  patience  toward  them ; 
and  when  the  fitted  opportunity  arrives,  he  furprifies 
them  by  appearing  for  their  relief,  he  refcues  them 
from  afflidion,  and  enriches  them  with  bleffings 
luited  to  their  condition. 

jlnd  therefore  will  be  be  exalted^  &c.  There  are 
not  anydifpenfatioQS  of  divine  Providence  toward  his 
people,  by  which  God  is  more  glorioufly  elevated,  than 
by  extending  his  mercy  to  them,  when  they  are  in 
wretched  circumftances ;  than  by  delivering  them  from 
the  hands  of  their  enemies,  and  out  of  all  adverfity* 
This  ^ves  the  moft  admirable  difpiays  of  the  riches 
of  his  grace,  which  he  accounts  his  higheft  glory,  and 
in  the  exercife  of  which  he  delights.    Hence  he  dms 


*  %  Sam.  xit.  13,  f  i  Tim.  a.  x6.  %  A£b  tz.  6. 

(|  Jcr.  zxaL  20. 
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fpeaks,  by  the  prophet  Jeremiah,  of  the  diftinguiOiing 
kindnefs  that  he  promifed  to  con^r  upon  his  people : 
^  And  it  (hall  be  to  me  a  name  of  joy,  a  pralfe  and 
^  an  honour  before  all  the  nations  of  the  earth,  which 
^  (hall  hear  all  the  good  that  I  do  unto  them :  and 
'  they  Ihall  fear  and  tremble  for  all  the  goodnefs,  and 
*  for  all  the  profperity  that  I  procure  unto  it  *•'  The 
amiable  charadier  afcribed  unto  the  Lord,  in^he  firft 
part  of  this  verfe,  juftly  demands  the  warmed  adora* 
tions  and  praifes,  whereby  his  name  is  highly  exalted. 
Hath  he  waited  that  he  may  be  gracious,  when  no 
hand  but  his  own  could  help,  when  we  mud  have  pe« 
riflied  unlefs  he  had  feafqnably  interpofed?  furely^ 
then,  he  ought  to  be  greatly  magnified.  On  this  ac- 
count, the  church  is  taught  by  the  fweet  pfalmift  of 
Ifrael,  in  thofe  beautiful  hymns  compofed  for  their 
ufe,  in  every  age,  gratefully  to  extol  and  celebrate,  in 
the  higheft  drains  of  devotion,  his  ever-enduring 

mercy  and  grace  f Let  us  then  exalt  the  Lord 

our  God,  and  worfliip  at  his  holy  hill ;  who  himfelf 
is  exalted  above  all,  by  his  grace  that  faileth  never, 
and  his  mercy  that  endureth  for  ever  j  who  can  ele« 
vate  us  to  glory,  honour,  and  immortality.— ^—Tib^/ 
Jfe  may  have  mercy  upon  you*,  Grace  and  mercy  are 
intimately  conneded,  though  they  refped  the  crea- 
tures, who  participate  of  their  effe£ks  in  circumftances 
fomewhat  different.  The  Lord  is  gracious,  when  he 
difpenfes  to  his  people  the  fruits  of  his  fovereign  good 
pleafure ;  he  hath  mercy,  when  he  confers  upon  them 
important  bleiSngs,  to  relieve  them  from  the  miferies 
in  which  they  are  involved.  He  is  gracious,  when 
he  beftows  the  benefits  of  which  they  are  utterly  un- 
worthy ;  he  is  merciful,  when  he  averts  the  calamitie$ 
and  condemnation  which  they  have  merited,  and  ac- 
tually relieves  them  from  .diftrefs — when  he  pardons 
their  fins,  heals  their  fpiritual  didempers,  fupplies 
their  nece0ities«  and  refcues  them  from  ^e  evils  un<^ 

W  f  '  • 

^  Jcr.  xju^ii.^.  f  PfaL  cxvUi.  sod  gxxxtI* 
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der  which  they  groaned.—— ^Let  us  theti  wait  up<m 
God,  that  he  may  be  exaked,  in  fliewing  us  mercy; 
then  may  we  hope  feafonably  to  enjoy  its  blefled 
fruits. 

For  the  Lord  is  a  God  of  judgmentj  in  the  feveral 
important  fenfes  in  which  the  word  is  ufed  in  •  fcrip- 
ture. ,  His  underftanding  is  infinite ;  la  that  he  is  in« 
timately  acquainted  wkb  all  the  eharafters,  the  ac- 
tions, and  circumftances  of  mankind*  -  The  deciiions 
which  he  forms,  c<HK:ermng  their  condition  and  con« 
du&,  are  perfe&Iy  equitable  and  }uft.  All  the  puniflu 
ments  which  he  inflids,  and  the  deliverances  which 
he  works,  are  conduced  with  the  higheft  wifidom  and 
prudence,  executed  at  the  fitteft  feafon,  in  the  mod 
proper  meafure,  and  for  the  beft  purpofes.  When  he 
correds  them  for  their  faults,  he  does  it,  not  in  an« 
ger,  but  in  judgment,  with  affeQion  and  moderation ; 
not  in  his  hot  difpleafure,  with  unrelenting  feverity, 
but  with  kindnefs  and  forbearance.  He  does  not  pre* 
cipitately  and  unjuflly  afflid  them ;  but  in  righteouf- 
nefs  and  wifdom  he  vifits  them  with  chaftifements^ 
after  having  weighed  every  drcunlftance  in  their  ccmki 
dition,  that  may  render  his  corredions  fubfervient  to 
promote  their  beft  interefts.  They  may  therefore  be 
aiTured,  that,  at  the  very  time  wherein  he  knovi^  his 
own  glory,  and  their  real  benefit,  will  be  moft'effec«« 
tually  promoted,  he  will  imerpofe  in  their  behalf,  and 
fend  them  deliverance. 

Blejfed  are  all  they  that  wait  for  him.  Much  un« 
eafinefs  commonly  arifes  from  waiting  upon  injudi- 
cious,  rafh,  and  foolifli  perfons,  who  know  not,  who 
care  not,  what  th^  do :  but  true  bleflednefs  is  enjoy- 
ed by  thofe  who  wait  on  the  God  of  judgment,  who 
never  fails  to  gratify  their  juft  expectations,  and  faith- 
fully to  accompliih  his  promifes.  This  is  one  of  wis- 
dom's ways,  which  is  always  attended  with  pleafure 
and  peace ;  and  to  wliich  the  divine  benedidicm  is 
annexed,  in  the  words  before  us.  It  gives 'us  the 
agreeable  pofleifion  of  ourfelves,  and  the  comfortable 

profped 
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profped  of  receiving  every  bleffing  in  the  moft  proper 
feafon.^     Whom  the  Lord  ]>ronounce(h  bteifed,  muft 

be  blefied  indeed. ^Having  eicplained  the  import 

pf  waiting  upon  God,  when  difcourfing  from  chap^ 
XXV.  9.^  permit  me  now  to  recommend  to  ycu  this 
blefled  exercif!^  We  arq  naturally  fond  of  prefent 
iatisfa£Uon,  of  immediate  relief  from  the  evils  that 
ve  feel  or  fear,  and  delay  is  apt  to  betray  ns  into  im* 
patience^  which  places  an  unfurmountable  bar  in  the 
way  of  waiting  upon  God.  Say  nol,  in  the  time  of 
afHidion,  with  an  unhappy  prince,  ^  This  evil  is  of 
^  the  Lord ;  wherefore  fhould  I  wait  on  the  Lord  any 
^  longer  *  r  It  feems  probable,  that  this  king  had 
waited  for  a  while ;  after  which  he  became  impatient, 
and  exprefled  himfelf  in  the  language  I  have  now 
quoted.  The  reafon  he  gave  for  defifting  from  this 
employment,  was  the  ftrongeft  argument  that  could 
have  been  fuggefted,  why  he  fhould  have  perfevered 
in  this  duty.  This  evil  is  of  the  Lord,  who.  will  re^ 
move  it  in  good  time ;  and  therefore  I  perfifl  in  wait* 
ing  upon  him.  Good  and  bad  men  may  reafon  on 
the  fame  principles,  but  they  feldom  fail  to  deduce 
oppofite  concluflons.  Ceafe  not  then  patiently  to 
wait  upon  Jehovah,  for  all  the  mercies  that  you  need. 
Beware  of  limiting  him,  in  whofe  hand  are  all  our 
times  and  concerns,  to  means,  or  to  ieafons,  which  he 
hath  referved  in  bif  own  power.-    Wait,  I  fay,  upon 

the  Lord. 

< 

1 9  For  the  people  fhall  dwell  in  Zion  at  Je- 
rufalem :  thou  fhalt  weep  no  more :  he  will  be 
very  gracious  unto  thee,  at  the  voice  of  thy 
cry  J  when  he  fhall  hear  it,  he  will  anfwer  thee. 

We  are  now  arrived  at  the  confolatory  part  of  this 
difcourfe,  to  which  our  prophet  paffed,  by  a  natural 
and  eafy  tranfition,  in  the  latter  part  of  the  preced- 

•  2  Kiagi  vL  33. 
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ing  v«rfe.    He  begins  this  artkie,  by  an  enttmeratkm 
of  many  excellent  benefits  which  God  would  confer 
upon  his  church,  after  he  had  executed  the  }udgsiencs 
above  mentioned.     The  temporal  bleffings  of  which 
he  fpeaks,  are  fo  exprefied,  that  the  words  may  not 
only  be  littraliy  underltood,  as  emblematical  of  ^i* 
ritual  good  things;  but  they  may  be  figuratively  ex- 
pbined ;  in  which  fenfe,  fome  €»  them  at  leaft  are 
chiefly  to  be  confidered.     He  begins,  by  fbreteUiBg» 
that  the  people  ihould  be  reftored  to  thehr  fcirmer  hL 
bit'dttion,   where  they  were  to  enjoy  fignal  advan- 
tages.-^—*—ivsr  the  feopU  jbM  dwell  in  Ziwi^  &€.  Tbis» 
as  weli  as  the  former  part  of  the  (tiicourfe,  which 
commenced  at  the  8th  verfe  of  this  chapter,  ieema 
to  have  been  direiled  both  to  the  Jews  and  the 
Ifraelitesr    The  perfidious  and  rebellious  ife&fkt  of 
Judah,  were,  by  means  of  calamities^  to  be  broken 
like  a  ^  potter's  veflel ;   and   to  be  drtven  out  of 
their  own   land,   by   their  enemies  the   Aflyrians, 
until  the  few  that  were  left,  ihould  be  as  a  beacon 
Qf>on  the  top  of  a  mountain*    Having  abandoned 
their  idolatrous  pradices,  and  returned  to  God, 
in  the  el^ercife  cif  true  repentance,  after  the  ex*- 
piratiott  of  fcventy  years,  they  were  (o  return  to  their 
own  land,  to  inhabit  their  metropolis,  and  the  beft 
part  of  their  country  which  lay  around  k.    There 
they  were  to  dwell  fafely  and  comfortably,  voder 
the  protedion  of  the  Almighty,  poffcffing  the  inhe- 
ritance of  their  fathers,  employed,  like  them,  in  the 
fervice  and  worfbip  of  Jehovah.— ~*  This  predi£kioQ 
/was  literally  fulfilled,  when,  by  the  royal  proclama* 
tion  of  Cyrus,  king  of  Perfia,  the  Jewifh  people  ^ere 
treated   with  great  munificence ;    and   had   tiberty 
granted  them  to  return  to  their  own  land,  and  to  take 
with  them  the  veifels  of  gold  and  filver  which  bo- 
longed  to  the  houfe  of  the  Lord.     Having  accom- 
plilheJ  their  journey,  they  again  took  up  their  tefi- 
dence  in  Zion  and  Jerufalenl :  they  rebuilt  the  ten^e; 
and  their  condition  became*  profperous  and  happy. 
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Tim  Jbalt  weep  no  more^  &c.  Weeping,  you 
know,  is  a  natural  effed  of  forrow,  a  ftrong  expref- 
fion  of  grief,  that  may  proceed  from  various  caufes, 
especially  from  a  humbling  fenfe  of  fin«  We  read,  ia 
the  i)ook  of  Judges  *,  that  when  the  Ifraelites  were 
fiiarply  reproved,  by  an  an^el  of  the  Lord,  for  their 
diibbedience,  that  the  people  lift  up  their  voice,  and 
vept;  infomuch  that  they  called  the  name  of  the 
place  Bochim,  or  weeping.  Some  expofitors  have 
iiippofed,  that  this  was  the  place  aftepward  called  the 
Valley  of  Baca ;  which,  being  interpreted,  alfo  figm- 
lies  weeping.  Now,  the  promife  under  confideration^ 
plainly  intimates,  •  that  they  were  not  to  mount  any 
more  in  the  very  diftreffing  manner,  and  for  the  fame 
reafoas,  that  they  had  wept  at  Bochim ;  and  at  the 
rivers  of  Babylon,  where  they  fat  down,  and  waikd, 
when  they  remembered  Zionf.  By  divine  mercy, 
they  were  to  be  reftored  to  a  comfortable  ftate,  in 
which  their  former  alI!i£tions  and  forrows  ihould  be 

happily  removed. He  will  be  njerj  gramus  tuU3 

thee.  This  predi&ion  is  explained, and  illuftrated  by 
the  memorable  £&&,  recorded  2  Kings  xiii.  23.  where 
it  is  written,  *  That  when  the  Syrians  opprefled 
'  Ifrad,  the  Lord  was  gracious  unto  them,  and  had 
^  compaffion  on  them,  and  had  refped  unto  them,  be- 
^  caujTe  of  his  covenant  with  Abraham^  Ifaac,  and  Ja- 
^  cob,  and  would  not  deftroy  them,  neither  call  he 
^  them  from  his  prefence.'  And  on  many  other  oc- 
caiions  did  he  mercifully  interpofe  in  their  behalf,  and 
Aew  them  favour.  A  remarkable  inftahce  of  his  kind* 
nefs  and  benignity  is  fpecified  in  the  following  words : 

At  the  voice  rf  thy  cry  ;  when  he  Jhali  bear  it^  he 
nvill  'aniwer  thee.  Prayer  is,  with  great  propriety^ 
exprefled  in  fcripture,  by  crying  umo  God,  to  inti- 
mate the  vehemence  of  the  deiires,  and  the  earneft- 
sefs  of  the  fupplicatibns,  which  his  people  prefent  be- 
fore his  throne.   As  needy  perfons,  in  diftrefs  or  dan- 

*  Judgcf  ii.  I.  f  PfaL  cxxxvii,  i. 
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|rer,  call  loudly  for  affiftance ;  fo  humble  fupplicants, 
ivith  ardor  and  importunity,  .implore  relief  from  the 
Almighty.  Here  they  are-  promifed  gracious  aa» 
dience,  and^anfwer  to  tbdr  requefts.  The'comfort- 
able  aflurance  contained  in  the  words  before  us,  is 
frequently  repeated  in  fcripture,  that  it  may  make 
•the  deeper  impreflion  upon  mens  minds.  Elihn, 
fpeaking  of  the  affli&ed  man,  affirms,  *  He  (hall  pray 

*  unto  God,  and  he  will  be  favourable  unto  him,  and 

*  he  fhall  fee  his  face  with  jpy  *•'  David  declared  his 
refolution,  with  the  reafon  on  which  it  was  founded, 
in  thefe  words :  ^  I  will  call  upon  thee ;  for  thou  wilt 

*  anfwer  me  f .'  And,  to  the  fame  purpofe,  our  jhx)- 
phet  elfe;ivhere  affirms,  in  the  name  of  God,  ^  And  it 
^  iball  come  to  pafs,  that,  before  they  call,  I  will 
^  anfwer ;  and,  whilft  they  are  yet  fpeaking,  I  will 
'  hear  |..  In  many  inftances,  this  tnith  hath  been 
a&ually  verified.  Whilft  prayer  was  made  with- 
f^ut  ceafing  for  the  apoftle  Peter,  by  his  friends,  at 
the  time  he  was  lying  in  prifon,  Peter  came  in  among 
^hem ;  fo  that  they  might  have  faid.  There  is  the  an- 
fwer of  our  prayers  ||.  As  the  prophet  Daniel-  was 
employed  in  making  fupplication  for  the  holy  moun- 
tain of  his  God^  even  whilft  he  was  fpeaking  in 
prayer,  the  angel  G;abriel  was  fent  fpeedilv  to  give 
him  information  refpe£ling  the  fubjeft  of  his^  re- 
quefts  §*  Such  favour  God  here  aflures  his  people, 
they  (hould  enjoy  at  the  time  to  which  this  predi£don 
referred.  And  that  the  promife  might  be  the  more 
encouraging,  it  is  addreifed  to  every  individual  in 

particular.  At  the  voice  of  thy  cry,  &c. ^The  effeftoal 

fervent  prayer  of  the  righteous  availeth>  mucli,  and 
fhall  never  be  in  vain.  Though^they  may  not  get  a 
return  in  kind,  at  the  time  their  requefts  are  prefent- 
ed,  they  fliall  be  anfwered  in  due  feafon.  Notwitb- 
ftanding  we  may  not  reap  the  fruits  of  our  prayers, 

^  Job  x:;xiii.  26.  f  Pfal.  Ixzxvi.  7.  j;  liaiah  IxT.  24. 

B  See  A£b  xii.  5.  ct/eq,  §  Dan,  ix«  20. 
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the  fqcceeding  generation  may  get  the  benefit  of 
them.  One  generation  may>  in  this  refped:,  fow, 
and  another  reap.  At  all  eitent^,  the  words  which 
^e  have  now  confidered,  contain  a  powerful  motive 
to  incite  us,  as  our  Lord  hath  taught^  to  pray,  and 
not  to  faint.  > 

20  And  though  the  LoRD  give  you  the  bread 
of  ad verfity,  and  the  water  of  afflidion,  yet  fhall 
not  thy  teachers  be  removed  into  a  corner  any 
more,  but  thine  eyes  fliall  fee  thy  teachers. 

Another  benefit  foretold  to  be  conferred  upon  the 
pofterity  of  Ifrael,  after  their  return  from  captivity, 
is,  that,  aniidft  the  adverfity  and  afili£tion  with  which 
they  might  be  vifited,  they  ihould  enjoy  the  bleffing 

of  fpiritual  inftrudion. Ifaiah  feems  to  have  fore- 

feen,  by  the  fpirit  of  prophecy,  that  the  church,  under 
the  Old  Teftament,  after  their  reftoration,  were  hardly 
ever  to  be  entirely  free  from  trouble  and  diftrefs,  arif- 
ing  from  fome  quarter  or  ahother.  This  circumftance 
was  exprefsly  foretold  by  the  prophet  Daniel,  toward 
the  end  of  the  ninth  chapter  of  his  book.  The  truth 
is  well  known,  both  from  fcripture  and  .experience, 
that  <jod  frequently  places  his  people  in  an  afili^ive 
conditicoi,  in  order  to  promote  the  mod:  falutary  pur- 
pofes ;  and  that  the  benefits  refultipg  from  fuch  a 
flate,  do  oft-times  much  more  than  counterbalance 
the  lofles  and  forrows  which  were  then  experienced. 
This  was  to  be  the  cafe  with  the  Jewiih  people,  ac- 
cording to  this  prediction,  at  the  period  .to  which  it 
looked  forward ;  for  though  the  Lord  might  give 
them  the  bread  of  adverfity,  and  water  of  smlidiofi, 
and  fuflfer  them  to  be  reduced  to  great .  diftrefs — 
yet  /hall  not  thy  teachers  be  removed  into  a  corner  any 
morcj  &c.  The  teachers  here  meant*  were  the  per- 
fons  employed  in  the  facred  office  of  infl^ruSing  the 
people  with  found  knowledge  and  underftanding,  in 
the  fear  of  the  Lord)  and  in  acquainting  them  with 

Vol.  IL  4  S  the 
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the  way  of  falvation,  by  the  promifed  Meffiah.  Hiit 
ufeful  clafs  of  men  were  not  to  be  obliged  any  more 
to  hide  themfelves  in  dens  and  caves  of  the  earth,  or 
to  retire  to  fome  remote  comer  of  the  land,  or  to  be 
ihtit  up  in  prifons  and  places  of  confinement,  as  in 
the  times  when  wicked  princes  opprefled  ami  perfe- 
cuted  them.  Emerging  from  obfcurity,  they  were  to 
be  publicly  employ^  m  the  duties  of  theif  ranQion ; 
tad  in  openly  inculcating  the  truths  of  the  word  of 
God,  in  the  view  of  the  people,  who  were  to  refort 

to  them  for  inftru£lion. In  feafons  of  diftrefs,  and 

fcarcity  of  temporal  provifion,  look  to  God,  that,  ac» 
tording  to  his  word,  he  may  abundantly  compenfate 
your  outward  wants,  hj  fatisfying  your  fouls  with 
fpiritual  bieffings ;  and  refrefhing  you  by  means  of 
their  inftruftions,  whofe  office  is  to  give  to  every  one 
his  portion  in  due  feafon. 

ai  And  thine  ears  fhall'hear  a  word  behind 
thee,  faying.  This  is  the  way,  walk  ye  in  4t, 
when  ye  turn  to  the  right  hand,  and  when  ye 
turn  to  the  left. 

^  In  thefe  words,  faithful  warning,  and  feafonable  di- 
reflion,  are  promifed  to  the  church,  in  times  where- 
in they  may  be  moft  neceflary  and  ufeful.— —Tlie 
teachers  of  the  people 'are'  beautifully  reprefenred, 
as  acting  the  part  of  a  kind  parent  or  tutor,  who, 
placing  his  children  or  fcholars  before  him  folly  in 
his  view,  diligently  obferves  all  their  movements,  and 
every  part  of  their  condud ;  and  faithfully  admo- 
nilhes  them,  whenever  he  fees  them  going  wrong,  or 
ading  amifs.  Such  frietidly  attention  and  care  was 
to  be  fhewn  to  the  church,  by  him  who  taught  Ifiracl 
to  go,  taking  him  by  the  arms ;  and  by  thofe  whom 
he  employed  to  inflrud  and  direct  them.  The 
^ord  intended  in  this  prpmife,  can  be  no  other  than 
fome  fuitable  reproof,  admonition,  or  advice,  coa- 
tained  ia  the  fcriptures  of  truth,  adapted  to  the  pre- 

fe&t 
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fent  circumlkiices  of  the  perfon  for  whdfe  benefit  it 
18  particularly  defigned :  feme  portion  of  the  lively 
oracles  of  God,  that  is  admirably  fitted  to  regulate 
his  condud  in  his  prefent  Situation,  and  to  warn  him 
againft  the  evils  and  dangers*  to  which  he  might  be 
expofed.,  That  paiTage  which  is  belt  fuited  to  ac? 
compliih  the  purpofe  infinite  wifdom  hath  in  view» 
and  which  God  is  pleafed  to  employ,  feems  to  be  the 
word  whereof  our  prophet  fpeaks,  that  he  faith— 
Tbine  earijhall  bear.  Thou  flialt  liflen  to  it,  not  only 
with  thy  bodily  ears,  but  thou  (halt  hearken  to  it  di- 
ligently, fo  as  to  believe  and  obey  the  word  of  God* 
The  promife  under  confideration,  does  not  import, 
that  the  people  of  God  (hall  individually  hear  an  au- 
dible voice  coming  directly  from  him,  to  point  out 
the  path  of  duty,  and  to  guard  them  againft  error 
and  miftake.  Such  a  fuppofition  would  be  altogether 
abfurd,  and  dangerous  in  the  extreme.  We  h»ve  a 
more  fure  word  of  prophecy  than  even  the  voice 
which  was  heard  from  heaven  by  the  difciples,  on  the 
holy  mount  with  JefusChrift,  whereunto  you  do  well 
to  take  heed,  as  unto  a  light  that  (hineth  in  a  dark 
place.  \t  only  denotes,  that  they  (hall  clofely  attend 
to  the  word  of  God  delivered  by  their  teachers,  and 
carefully  apply  what  is  fuited  to, their  condition;  that 
each  of  them  (hall  cordially  zStvx  to  the  truth,  un-f 
feignedly  approve  of  the  information  he  receives,  and 
cheerfully  yield  obedience  to  what ,  is  required,  ii) 
confequence  of  its  being  powerfully  imprefied  upon 
his  mind  by  the  holy  Spirit,  who  is  promifed  to 
Jead  into  all  truth.  In  this  manner,  they  are  either 
effe£kuaUy  prefei'ved  from  wandering  out  of  the  path 
of  life,  or,  haying  goqe  ajftray,  they  are  happily  re- 
ftored  to  the  right  way.;  they  are  kept  from  (ailing^ 
or  mercifully  raifed  up^  after  they  have  fallen.— —A 
circumftance  which  is  here  mentioned,  ought  not  ta 
be  overlooked :.  The  word  U  promifed  to  be  heard  from 
bebind  tbee;  which  may  intimate,  that  the  perfon,  unr 
mindful  of  his  duty  and  inter^ft^  had  turned  his  hacit: 
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on  the^  great  Teacher  of  the  church,  who,  though  he 
might  have  fuffered  him  to  wtoder  ki  counfels  of  his 
own  heart,  yet  vouchfafes,  with  tender  aflPeAifon,  to 
give  him  the  moft  friendly  and  feafonable  admoni- 
tion :  and  being  addreflfed  by  one  whom .  he  did  not 
fee,  his  attention  and  furpcife  would  be  excited  by 
what  be  heard ;  whiift  be  would  be  difpolcd  to  look 
to  the  quarter  from  whence  the  voice  came,  that  he 
might  difcover  from  whom  it  proceeded,  and  who  it 
was  who  faith, 

This  is  the  wap  walk  ye  in  it.  The  advice  is  wor- 
thy of  a  kind  inilruftor,  who  obferves  any  of  his  fcho- 
lars  departing  from  the  right  way  wherein  they  ought 
to  go.  The  way  that  I  point  out  to  yoq,  in  which 
you  fliould  walk,  is  poSeffed  of  every  qualification 
and  advantage  that  you  can  poffibly  defire.  b  is  a 
high  way,  open  to  perfons  of  every  defcription ;  it  is 
the  way  of  holinefs,  wherein  the  unclean  (ball  not 
walk;  it  is  a  patent  way,  wherein  the  way-faring 
man,  though  a  fool,  ihall  not  err ;  it  is  a  fafe  way, 
wherein  you  fliall  be  prote^ed  fiom  the  hofttle  at« 
tacks  of  your  enelnies }  it  is  a  pleafant  way,  wherein 
you  fliall  enjoy  fecred  peaces  and  it  is  an  infallible 
way  to  arrive  at  fulnefs  of  joys,  and  rivers  of  pleafures 
for  ever  more.-f-*— FTj/it  ye  in  iu  All  other  ways  are 
only  by-paths,  that  lead  down  to  the  chambers  of 
death,  in  which  ye  ihall  find  neither  fafety  nor  com- 
fort ;  and  therefore  avoid  them  with  care  and  folici- 
tude.  In  the  way  in  which  I  dired  you,  diligently 
endeavour  to  make  regular  progrei&ve  advances,  un- 
til ye  reach -the  end  of  your  journey,  and  attain  the 
end  'of  your  faith,  even  the  falvation  of  your  fouls. 
Be  not  difcouraged  by  apparent  difficulties  that  may 
ilart  into  view,  by  obftacles^  that  may  f<sem  unfur- 
mountable,  or  by  enemies  that  may  endeavour  to  in- 
fnare  and  oppofe  you.  Study  to  yield  unlimited  obe- 
dience to  the  authority  of  Jehovah,  who  requires  you 
to  walk  in  this  way,  and  who  graciouQy  offers  bis 
friendly  afliflance  to^  enable  you  to  make  progrefs. 

'  Hear 
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*  • 

<  Hear  then  inftrudion,  be  wife,  and  refufe  it  not : 
^  attend  to  his  words,  and  inctine  thine  ear  to  hisr  fay- 
^  ings.  Let  thine  eyes  look  right  on,  and  let  thine 
^  eye-lids  look  ftraight  before  thee.  JPonder  the  path 
^  of  thy  feet,  and  let  all  thy  "ways  be  ordered  aright. 
^  Turn  not  to  the  right  hand,  nor  to  the  left :  re- 
♦  move  thy  foot  from  evil*.'  Whofq  hearkeneth 
.  unto  him,  fliall  dwell  fafely,  and  fhall  be  quiet  from 
fear  of  evil :  whereas  if  you  rebel,  and  vex  him,  he 
will  turn  to  be  your  enemy,  and  will  fight  againft 
you,  as  he  did  againft  Ifrael  of  old  {  s^nd  the  iflue  of 
the  combat  may  be  eafily  fbtetold^  ' 

Wbe^  ye  turn  to  the  Hg^t  hand,  and  when  ye  turn  ta 
the  left.  The  promifed  admonition  fliail  be  given  in 
the  feafon  wherein  it  is  moft  needed,  and  the  want  of 
it  xnjght  be  attended  with  the  worft  confequences. 
The  expreilion  plainly  intimates,  that  there  are  dan- 
gerous by-paths  on  both  hands,  into  which  the  pepple 
'of  God  are  apt  to  turn  afide.^- — ^Qn  the  right  hand, 
there  are  erroneous  principles  and  pradices,  which 
are  miftaken  for  that  truth  and  holinefa  whereof  they 
are  really  deftitute.  Such  are,  profefled  confidence  in 
God's  pardoning  mercy,  disjoined  from  the  acknow- 
ledged neceflity  of  his  fandifying  grace :  high  preten«» 
iions  to  faith,  which  are  not  verified  by  folidtude  to 
maintain  good  works:  flaming  profeffion  of  pietv  to- 
ward God,  unaccompanied  with  the  exercifes  of^  juC* 
tice,  mercy,  and  charity  toward  men :  great  pretended 
zeal  aeainft  public  vices,  attended  with  indifference 
as  to  fecret  perfonal  tranfgreflions :  loud  approbation 
of  difcourfes  that  expofe  infidelity,  hypocrify,  and  ini- 
quity, whilft  thefe  fins  are  indulged  in  heart  and 
life.— On  the  left  hand,  there  are  alfo  pernicious 
principles,  and  dangerous  pradices,  itito  which  men 
are  prone  to  deviate.  Such  are,  the  confeffion  that 
holinefs  is  indifpenfably  requifite  to  the  enjoyment  of 
God,  whilft  the  neceifity  of  atonement  for  fin  is  de- 

*  Prov.  iv.  25,  2^  27. 

nied 
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Bied  or  overlooked :  ftrenuous  aflertiohs  of  tbe  inu 
portance  of  good  works,  feparate  from  a  proper  rc< 
gard  to  faith;  the  a£tive  principle  from  which  they 
proceed :  high  refped  for  the  duties  ofjoftice,  mercy,, 
imd  charity^  joined  with  criminal  indifference  and  ne« 
gle£l  of  theexercifes  of  piety  and  devotion  ^  partiality 
to  their  own  favourite  fins,  and  unaffedednefs  with 
the  tranfgreffions  of  other  people,  whereby  God  is  of- 
fended, his  law  is  tranfgrdTed,  and  his  truth  ditho- 
noured.  S^ch  a^re  the  right  and  left  hand  ways,  into 
which  men  incline  to  turn  afide*  Hen^e  iq;»pears,  the 
high  impqrtai),ce  of  being  dire&ed  in  the  right  way, 
and  admoniihed  when  we  are  apt  to  go  aftray.  .Vir« 
tue  lies  in  the  middle  between  two  extremes,  which 
are  ecjually  to  be  avcnded:  and  the  kindnefs  of  God 
toward  his  people  is  nobly  difpliyed,  in  affuring  them, 
that  when  they  turn  dther  to  the  right  or  left  hand, 
thev  fiiall  hear  a  voice  faying,  This  is  the  way,  walk 
ye  m  it^-r^^i — Let  us,  my  brethren,  plead  with  God  for 
the  accomplifhment  of  this  reviving  promife ;  and  di« 
Itgently  ftudv,  through  the  grace  of  the  Mod  High, 
to  yield  a  cheerful  compliance  with  the  dire^ion  we 

£e  thereby  taught  to  expeft— *This  predi£ticm  was 
fome  meafure  fulfilled,  after  the  return  of  the  Jewiih 
people  from  Babylon,  when  various  circMmftances 
contributed  to  render  th^ir  condition  adverfe  and  per* 
plexing.  Neighbouring  nations  looked  upon  their 
reftoration  with  a  jealous  eye :  the  land  which  had 
lain  for  a  long  time  uncultivated,  did  not  foon  gratify 
the  expeftations  of  the  huihandman^;  and  until  the 
temple  was  rebuilt,  did  not  enjoy  the  divine  benedic-' 
tion*  The  diftrefies,  however,  of  that  period,  were 
greatly  alleviated  by  the  inftrudions  of  the  many  ex- 
cellent teachers  whom  God  raifed  up,  to  feed  them 
with  found  knowledge  and  underftanding ;  and  to  pre^< 
ferve  them  from  fuperftition  on  the  one  hand,  and  from 
idolatry  on  the  other,  as  a  happy  prelude  to  the  more 
plentiful  and  explicit  inftriidions  with  which  he  was  to 
favour  his  church  under  the  New  Teft ament. 

22  Ye 
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22.  Ye  (hail  defile  alfo  the  covering  of  thy 
graven  images  of  filver,  and  the  ornament  of 
thy  molten  images  of  gold :  thou  (halt  caft  them 
away  as  a  menftruous  cloth )  thou  (halt  fay  unto 
it.  Get  thee  hence* 

A  third  benefit  to  be  enjoyed  by  the  church,  at  the 
period  referred  to,  was  deliverance  from  the  praftice 

of  both  public  and  private  idolatry. The  children 

of  Ifrael  were  ftridly  forbid  to  make  any  kind  of 
idols,  and  to  pra&ife  any  fpecies  of  idolatry.  The 
prohibition  was  frequently  repeated  in  different  forms« 
It  was  engroffed  into  the  fecond  commandment,  re* 
corded  £xod.  xx.  4.  which  runs  thus :  ^  Thou  (halt 
'  not  make 'unto  thee  any  graven  image,  or  any  like- 

*  nefs  of  any  thing,  that  is  in  heaven  above,  or  that 
'^  is  in  the  earth  beneath,  or  that  is  in  the  water  un« 

*  der  the  earth.  Thou  (halt  not  bow  down  thyfelf  to 
^  th^,  nor  ferve  them :  for  I  the  Lord  thy  God  am 
^  a  jealbus  God,  &c.  Again,  at  the  23d  verfe  of 
that  chapter,  it  is  thus  written :  ^  Ye  (hall  not  make 
^  with  me  gods  of  filver,  neither  (hall  you  make  unto 

*  you  gods  of  gold.*  To  preferve  in  the  minds  of  the 
people,  an  awral  (enfe  of  the  high  importance  of  this 
precept,  the  Levites  were  exprefs^y  required  to  fay, 
Avith  a  loud  voice,  unto  all  the  men  bf  Ifrael,  ^  Curfed 

*  be  the  man  that  maketh  any  graven  or  moisten 

*  imag^,  an  abomination  unto  the  Lord,  the  work  of 
^  the  hands  of  the  craftfman,  and  putteth  it  in  fecret : 

*  and  all  the  people  (hall  anfwer  and  fay.  Amen  ^/  * 
All  the  good  kings,  therefore,  which  fat  upon  the 
throne  of  David,  interpofed  their  royal  authority  to 
prevent,  ^as  fax  as  in  their  power,  the  forming,  and 
the  public  fervice  of  idols.  There  were,  however, 
many  amone  that  people,  who  ftill  retained  houfehold- 
gods,  to  which  they  privately  paid  their  homage. 
Thofe  images  which  were  formed  of  wood  and  (lone, 

*  Scut,  xxvii.  15. 

and 
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« 

and  overlaid  ix^ith  (ilver  or  gold,  were  called  graven 
images :  thofe  made  of  Hlver  and  gold,  which  had  been 
melted  in  the  furnace,  and  caft  in  certain  moulds, 
were  called  molten  images.  That  they  might  be  kept 
quite  clean,  coverings  tVete  made,  and  carefully  put 
over  them,  to  preferve  them  from  the  duft,  and  to 
conceal  them  from  every  curious  wandering  eye. 
That  they  might  appear  more  beautiful,  and  more 
worthy  of  admiration  and  refped,  they  were  adorned 
with  ornaments  of  various  kinds.  Thefe  abfurd  prac- 
tices aHbrded  a  lively  reprefentati6n  of  their  criminal 
conduct:,  who  fet  up  idols  in  their  hearts,  who  wor- 
ihip  and  ferve  the  creature  ipore  than  the  Creator. 
Perfons  of  this  defcription,  commonly  fpare  no  trouble 
or  expence  in  the  fervice  of  the  idols  whom  they  ad- 
mire.  Concerning  thefe  coverings  and  ornaments, 

our  prophet  foretold, 

Tejhall  defile y  and  cq/i  them  awaj^  &c.  «At  the  pe* 
nod  to  which  this  predidion  looked  forward,  the  po* 
ilerity  of  Ifrael,  when  turning  froili  dead  idols  to  ferve 
the  living  God,  were  to  renounce  their  vain  fiiperiU- 
tion,  and  to  abandon  that  abominable  idolatry  in 
which  they  had  indulged  both  in  public  and  private. 
Kot  only  fo,  but  they  were  to  view  it  with  abhor- 
rence ;  and  to  throw  away  the  furniture,  and  what- 
ever belonged  to  the  idols  they  formerly  honoured, 
with  the  utmoft  deteilation  and  contempt,  as  they  did 
any  thing  that  was  polluted  and  unclean.  And,  in 
the  heat  of  their  indignation  and  zeal,  they  (bould 
fay  to  every  thing  that  pertained^  to  their  idolatrous 
fervice,.  Get  thee  hence;  let  us  fee  thee  no  more,  which 
haft  provoked  the  Lord  God  to  teftify  his  righteous 
difpleafure  againfl  us.^  This,  my  brethren,  is  the  ge- 
nuine temper  and  language  of  every  true  penitent, 
returning  to  the  Lord  from  whom  he  had  departed, 
*'  What  have  i  to  do  any  more  with  idols  *  V  afhamed 
and  confounded  on  account  of  his  egregious  (in  and 

*  Hofea  xi?.  8. 

foUy, 
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folly,  he  cafts  them  with  difdain,  as  it  is  eifewhere  ex« 

prefled,  *  to  the  moles  and  to  the  bats  *.' ^This 

prophecy  was  remarkably  accompHfhed  by  the  Jewifli 
people,  after  their  return  from  captivity  at  Babylon, 
when  they  totally  abandoned  the  idolatrous  pra&ices  to 
which  they  had  been  addided  for  many  ages.  An  event 
this,  truly  worthy  of  admiration,  which  it  becomes  us 
to  recoiled  with  pleafure  and  gratitude-^-^That  a  nation 
which  would  not  refrain  from  deteftablS;  fuperftition 
and  idolatry,  notwithftanding  the  many  admonitions 
and  reproofs  of  the  prophets,  and  the  divine  judg« 
ments  with  which  from  time  to  time  they  were  viiit« 
ed,  Ihould  gt  once  renounce  the  tranfgremon  of  their 
fathers,  and  (a  few  inftances  excepted;  adhere  dofely 
to  the  &ith  and  worfliip  of  the  one  true  God,  after 
having  been  long  detained  among  an  idolatrous 
people,  in  whofe  fuperftitions  it  might  have  been  ex« 
peeled  they  would  have  joined. 

23  Then  fhall  he  give  the  rain  of  thy  feed, 
that  thou  (halt  few  the  ground  withal,  and 
bread  of  the  increafe  of  the  earth,  and  it  (hall 
be  fat  and  plenteous :  in  that  day  (hall  thy  cattle 
feed  in  largfe  paftures. 

•  A  fourth  benefit  which  God  promifes  to  confer 
upon  his  people,  was  abundance  of  temporal  and  fpi- 
ritual  provifion  for  their  comfortable  fubliftence.— — 
Whilft  our  prophet  foretels  the  temporal  mercies 
wherewith  the  pofterity  of  Ifrael  (hould  be  favoured, 
at  the  period  to  which  he  looked  forv^ard^  he  feems 
likevdfe  to  have  had  in  view,  the  fpiritual  bleffings 
with  which  they  were  to  be  enriched.  With  peculiar 
art  and  beauty,  he  fo  adjufts  his  difcourfe,  as  to  raife 
the  mind  from  earthiy  to  heavenly  objeds :  and  there- 
fore, in  illuftrating  this  prediction,  we  msty,  with  pro- 
priety, conitder  it  both  in  the  literal  and  figurative 

*  Ifaiah  it.  ^o. 

VoL.n.  4T  fcnfe. 


698  LECTURES  OM  tKB     ChakXXX. 

fenfe.  To  explain  it  in  this  manner  appears  neceflary, 
in  order  to  comprehend  the  full  import  of  what  is 
foretold :  indeed,  it  is  only  in  this  way^  that  fome 
parts  of  prophecy  can  be  rightly  underftood.— — 
Thenjball  be  give  the  rain^  &c.  The  Father  of  lights^ 
from  whom  cometh  down  every  good  and  perfedl  gift, 
is  doubtlefs  the  Perfon  here  fpoken  of,  though  he  be  ' 
not  exprefsly  named.  To  give  rain,  is*  one  of  the  glo- 
rious prerogatives  whereby  he  is  diftinguiihed  m>m 
the  gods  of  the  Heathen  nations ;  and  to  this  he  ap- 
.|>eals,  2S  a  proof  of  his  fupreme  divinity ;  *  Are  there 
^  any  among  the  vanitiesr  of  the  Gentiles  that  can 
^  caufe  rain  ?  or  can  the  heavens  give  fliowers  ?  art 
*  not  thou  he,  O  Lord  our  God  ?  therefore  we  will 
^  wait  upon  thee;    for  thou  haft  made  all  thefe 

^^  things  *•'  This  ineftimable  bleffing,  whereby  the 
earth  is  watered,  and  the  feeds^  caft  iiito  it  are  che* 
rifhed  andsrendered  fruitful,  is'  here  promifed  to  be 
conferred  in  fuch  meafures,  and  at  fuch  feafons,  as  ' 
were  beft  adapted  to  nourilh  them,  and  make  them 
grow  up  into  a  plentiful  harveft.— -yfwrf  bread  the 

.  increafe  of  the  earthy  &c«  God  gratioufly  promifes  to 
give  his^pepple,  not  only  rain  from  heaven,  but  alx> 
bread  tliat  is  made  from  corn,  produced  by  the  earth. 
This  is  one  of  the  moft  vs^lu^ble  and  neceflary  pre- 
fents  that  God  hath  beftowed  upon  men.  It  is  the 
ftaff  of  life,  which  ftrengthens  our  hearts  and  our 
hands,  gives  iirmnefs  to  the  human  conftitutlon,  and 
furniihes  for  executing  the'  feveral  fundions  and  bufi- 
nefles  in  which  we  ought  to  be  employed.  This  bread, 
it  is  foret4)ld,  Jhall  be  fat  and  plenteous;  of  the  beft 

quality,  and  in  great  abundance. In  that  day  Jhall 

thy  cattle  feed'  in  large  paftures.  ,  They  (hall  (hare  in 
the  general  plenty  of  the  times,  and  feed  at  large,  with- 
out moleftation,  in  rich  extenfive  pafture-ground. 

Such  feems  tq  be  the  literal  meaning  of  t)iis  predic- 
tion, of  which  the  following  expofition  is  intended  to 

•  Jer..  xiv.  22; 

give 
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give  you  the  fpiritual  import  and  defign.  According 
to  the  infallible  interpretation  of  Jefus  Chrift,  theieed 
is  the  word  of  God,  which  is  Town  into  the  hearts  of 
men,  by  the  fervants  of  the  Moft  High.  The  rain 
that  waters  this  precious  feed,  which  caufes  it  to  fpring^ 

^  to  grow  as  the  willows  by  the  water-courfes,  and  to 
bring  forth  much  fruit,  is  the  Spirit  and  hieifing  of 

.  God,  which  comes  dawn  as  raiji  upon  the  mown 
grafs,  and  (howers  that  water  the  earth.  This  is  the 
ineftimable  bleifing  promifed  in  the  firft  part  of  the 
verfe,  according  to  the  figurative  fenfe  of  the  words. — - 
The  bread  of  the  increafe  of  the  earth,  may  denote^ 
the  fpiritual  provifion  whereby  men  live,  and  in 
which  is  the  life  of  their  fpirits,  that  is  conveyed  to 
them,  in  great  abundance,  by  means  of  thofe  earthen 
veffiels,  from  which  a  portion  is  dtftributed  to  every 
one  in  due  feafon.  At  the  period  referred  to,  the 
church  of  God*  the  flock  of  his  heritage,  were  to 
feed,  in  the  green  paftures  of  his  ordinances,  upon 
thofe  divine  truths,  which,  to  Aiem,  are  moft  deli- 
cious and  flrengthening,  . 

24  The  oxen  likewife,  And  the  young  afTes 
that  ear  the  ground,  fhall  eat  clean  provender, 
which  hath  been  winnowed  with  the  flievel,  and 
with  the  fan. 

The  animals  employed  in  cultivating  the  land,  and 
in  performing  the  various  parts  of  hufbandry,  were  to 
be  fed  with  the  beft  provifion.  Oxen,  afles,  and^ 
other  beafls  ufed  in  labouring  the  ground,  are,  you 
know,  often  fed  with  unwinnowed  corn,  and  many  of 
theqi  feldom  have  clean  provender  given  to  them. 
The  time,  however,  of  which  our  prophet  fpeaks,  was 
'  to.  be  remarkable  for  fuch  vafl  plenty  df  excellent 
corn,  that  thefe  laborious  animals  were. to, be  fed  with 
provender  that  had  been  properly  cleaned,  according 
to  the  duflom  of  the  time  and  country,  with  the 
fhovel  and  the  fan.    The  Hebrews  are  faid  to  have 

feparated 
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fepaiated  their  cora  from  the  chaff  and  chopped  draw, 
by  means  of  an  inftrument  fomewhat  like  a  large 
Ihovely  with  a  long  handle^  whereby  they  toffed  the 
grain  into  the  air,  that  the  wind  or  fan  might  drive 
away  the  huiks  and  cha£F  with  which  it  was  mixed. — - 
Doth  God  take  care  for^ozen  ?  or  faith  he  this  alto-, 
gether  for  our  fakes  ?  For  our  fakes,  no  doubt,  this 
IS  written,  to  afliire  induflrious  minifters  of  the  gofpel, 
who .  labour  in  word  and  doftrine,  and  ate  fpoken  of 
under  this  figure  in  the  eleventh  chapter  of  this  pro* 
phecy,  that,  whilft  they  were  employed  in  feeding  the 
church  with  pure  and  wholefome  dodrine,  unmixed 
with  the  chaff  of  human  inventions  and  traditions, 
they  fhould-  euj  )y  abundance  of  the  bell  provifien. 

25  And  there  fhall  be  upon  every  high  moun- 
tain, and  upon  every  high  hill,  rivers  <2^^  dreams 
of  waters,  in  the  day  of  the  great  flaughter,  when 
the  towers  falL     ^ 

This  predidHon,  expreffed  in  terms  which  plainly 
intimate,  that  it  is  to  b^  underftood  chiefly  in  the 
figurative  fenfe,  forctels,  that  even  thofe  high  places, 
which  are  commonly  dry  and  barren,  were  to  be  plen- 
tifully watered^  I  do  not  fuppofe  that  Ifaiah  propbe- 
fied,  that  the  well-known  law  of  nature  was  to  be  re- 
verfed ;  according  to  which,  water-courfes  are  in  low 
valleys,  fituated  among  high  hills.  His  words,  literal- 
Iv  interpreted,  feem  to  import  no  more  than  that  the 
iireams  flowing  through  the  land  of  Canaam,  which 
too|c  their  rife  from  fprings  near  the  tops  of  high 
mountaiiis,  and  frpm  the  fnow  that  lay  on  their  fum- 
mits,  fliould,  at  the  time  referred  to,  flow  undifturbed, 
and  abundantly  water  the  country,  fo  as  to  render  it 
both  pleafant  and  fertile.  Figuratively,  they  may  de- 
note, that,  in  the  mofl  confpicuous  places,  which  were 
moft  celebrated  and  exalted  above  others^  fuch  as  re* 
nowned  cities,  fynagogues,  and  public  feminaries,  the 
dodrine  of  God's  holy  word  was  copioufly  to  flow ; 

by 
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by  means  of  vhich/  thofe  ivho  were  defirous  of  true 
vrifdoniy  might  have  their  third  for  dime  knowledge 
allayed^  and  thence  derive  much  fatisfa£lion  and  beoe^ 
fit.  A  fiinilar  predidibn  is  recorded  in  chap.  xii.  1 8« 
of  this  prophecy,  where  it  is  foretold,  *  I  will  open 

*  rivers  in  high  places,  and  fouptains  in  the  midft  of 

*  the  valleys :  I  will  make  the  wildemefs  a  pool  of 

*  water,  and  the  dry  land  fprings  of  water.'-^— The 
remarkable  period  wherein  thefe  hyperbolical  predicr 
tions  were  to  be  accompliihed,  is  thus,  defcribed.  In- 
the  day  of  the  great  Jlaughter^  v^b^n  the  towers  fall; 
when  God  was  to  execute  awful  vengeance  upon  the 
enemies  of  his  church ;  when  princes,  and  great  meov 
who  feem  to  be  intended  by  the  towers  fpoken  of, 
were  to  be  cut  off  by  the  righteous  judgments  of 
heaven.— ^— This  prophecy  was  accpmpliflied  in  the 
times  of  the  Maccabees,  after  the  return  of  the  Jews 
from  captivity.  Until  then,  the  Jewiih  people  had 
given  them  the  bread  of  adverfity,  and  the  water  of 
af&iftion :  from  that  time,  their  condition  became,  in 
all  refpeds,  more  profperous ;  and  they  were  crowne4. 
with  ab^mdance  of  the  precious  bleflings  which  are 
here  foretold.  That  was  indeed  a'  (c^otl  of  vaft 
flaughter,  wherein  many  great  men  fell.  Like'othe? 
predidions,  which  take  in  at  once  a  variety  of  events^ 
diftind  both  in  nature  and  time,  it  hath' been  more 
amply  verified,  at  feveral  periods,  under  the  New 

Teftament. Let  us  be  folicitous  to  participate  in 

the  ineftimable  benefits  of  which  our  prophet  fpeaks : 
and  earneftly  pray,  that  the  Lord  may  give  ds  that 
which  is  good;  that  our  land  may  yield  its  increafe; 
that  God,  even  our  own  God,  may  blefs  us  i  and  that 
all  the  ends  of  the  earth  may  fear  him. 

i6  Moreover,  the  light  of  the  moon  (hall  bie 
as  the  light  of  the  fun,  and  the  light  of  the  fan 
fhall  be  feveii-fold,  as  the  light  of  feven  days,  in 
the  day  that  the  Lord  bindeth  up  the  breach 

of 
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of  his  people,  and  healeth  the  ftrokc  of  their 

wpund. 

Befitles  the  benefits  already  mentioned,  a  fifth 
blefiing  is  promifed  'to  the  church,  confiding  in  the 
wonderful  increafe  of  divine  light,  here  exprefied  in 
very  beautiful  and  elegant  altegoricattanguage ;  after 
which,  the  period  is  marked  wherein  this  favour  was 

to  be  communicated,-i Tie  ligit  of  the  moon  Jhall  bt 

as  the  light  oftbejun.  It  is  uiioeceflary,  1  fuppofe,  to 
adduce  any  prdof,^  that  this  prediftion  cannot  be  un- 
derftood  in  the  literal  fenfe  of  the  words^  Who  ever 
heard,  that  Jthe  light  of  the  moon  equalled  the  light 
of  the  fun,  or  that  the  light  of  the  fun  was  feven-fold 
greater  than  in  any  former  period  I  or  who  is  fo  ex- 
travagant as  to  exped,  that  this  event  ihaft  literaNy 
take  place  in  th^  natural  world  I  This  prophecy  there- 
fore muft  be  confidered,  like  many  others  interfperfed 
among  predictions  of  temporal  good  things,  in  its 
figurative  meaning,  denoting  fome  important  Spiritual 
|>rivilege ;  and  its  accompliihment  mud  be  looked  for 
according  to  this  interpretation.  In  what  glowing 
colours,  and  by  what  fublime  images,  does  our  pro^ 
phet  exhibit  the  renewal  of  the  diVine  favour,  the  re- 
commencement of  univerfal  profperity,  and  the  great 
abundance  of  divine  light  with. which  the  church  was 
to  be  illumined,  at  the  time  he  had  in  view  ? 

The  fun  and  moon  are  the  two  great  celeftial  lumi- 
naries, which  enlighten  this  world,  and  cbnvey  to  its 
inhabitants  the  light  which  we  enjoy.  This  reviving 
light  affords  a  beautiful  emblem  of  the  excellent 
knowledge  of  divine  truths,  the  amiable  fandity  of 
manners,  and  the  facred  confolation  and  joy,  ^bich, 
in  fcripture,  is  called  the  light  of  life.  Several  in- 
ftances  of  the  truth  of  this  remark  have  occurred^  in 
our  progrefs  through  thefe  prophecies.  Symbolical 
terms,  like  the  plaineft  words  in  common  language, 
are  frequently  capable  of  feveral  fenfes,  and  admit  the 
iame  difference  of  conftrudion  \  which  yet  creates  no 

unfurmount- 
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unfurmountable  difficulty  to  thofe  who  clofely  attend 

to  the  fcope  of  the  writen     The  moon  may  here  be 

confidered,  as.a  fymbol  of  the  principal  perfpns,  taken 

colledively,  who  are  officially  employed  in  difpelling 

tt)e  darknefs  of  ignorance  and  error,  which  overfpread 

the  church ;  and  in  fupplying  them  that  walk  in  ,the 

truths  with  defirable  affiftance  and  diredion.    Thofe 

who  occupy  thi^^nfeful  ftatibn,  are  reprefented,  with 

great  propriety,  under  this  ^figure ;  becaufe,  like  the 

moon,  their  appearance  is  fubjed  to  various  changes^ 

and  all  the  light  which  they  reflect  is  derived  from 

the  Sun  of  righteoufnefs.     Concerning  fuch  perfons, 

it  is  foretold,  that  their  acquaintance  with  the  truths^ 

the  ways,  and  confolations  <^  God,  Khali  be  greatly 

\ncreafed,  both  in  refped  of  clearnefs  and  extent,  and 

that  they  (hall  (hine  foph  with  uncommon  luftre  and 

magnificence.   So  refulgent  was  to  be  the  fplendor  in 

which  they  were  to' appear,  that  it  (hould  refemble  the 

celeftial  light,  difplayed  by  him  who  is  given  to  be  '  ^ 

Head  over  all  things  to  the  church.     They  were  to 

exhibit,  with  peculiar  advantage,  thofe  divine  graces, 

and  amiable  virtues,  which  he  illuftrioufly  exem« 

plified. 

jlnd  the  fight  of  the  fun  fball  he  fevenfoldy  as  the 
light  offeven  days.  This  is  a  grand  idea :  indeed,  the 
human  mind  cannot  eafily  conceive  any  thing  greater,' 
or  more  fublime. — ^— The  fun  may  here  fignify,  the 
Lord  Jefus  Chrift,  the  promifed  Meffiah,  the  unfpeak- 
able  gift  of  God,  the  joy  of  our  hearts,  who  is  em- 
phatically ftyled,  the  Sun  of  righteournefs ;.  or,  as  the 
words  import,  the  true  Sun,  the  true  real  light,-  which 
illuminates  the  fpiritual  world.  Material  obje£ls  are 
only  emblems  of  things  fpiritual :  thofe  which  are 
corporeal,  are  only  figures  of  them  that  are  true,  fpi- 
ritual, and  permanent*  At  the  time  to  which  this 
proph^y  looked  forward,'  he  who  is  the  light  of  the 
world,  was  to  ihine  forth  with  amiable  majefty,  and 
meridian  brightnefs ;  communicating  to  the  church, 
the  knowledge  of  the  glory  of  God,  the  beauties  of 

holinefs> 
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holinefs,  and  the  mod  reviving  confolations.  Accord- 
ing to  the  elegant  language  of  our  prophet,  ^  The 
*  Lord  ihall  be  unto  thee  an  everlafting  light,  and 
^  thy  God  thy  glory  •.*  In  confequence  whereof,  the 
ignorance,  fuperftition,  and  impurky,  in  which  they- 
had  been  involved,  being  removed,  the  light  of  .life 
was  to  appear  in  its  full  beauty  and  glory^  with  a 
luftre  far  fuperior  to  any  thing  hidberto  experi- 
cncedt"  It  (hall  be  feven-fold  greater,  and  more  re^ 
fulgent,  than  in  times  pad.  Their  felicity  was,  in  all 
refpedsi  to  be  increafed  feven  times  beyond  what 
bad  been  enjoyed  in  former  days.  To  form  a  proper 
eftimate  of  this  prbmifed  profperity,  in  the  yaft  abun- 
dance of  which  the  church  waa  to  rejoice,  the  Jigbt 
of  feven  days  muft  be  fuppofed  coUeded  into  one ; 
and  therefore  it  mud  be  exceeding  great,  far  furpaff- 
ing  defcription.  The  number y^fi,  by  which  many 
remarkable  drcumftances  and  events  are  fet  forth  in 
fcripture,  is  often  ufed  to  denote  plenitude  and  per- 
fedion.  We  read  of  feven  fpirits,  feven  angels,  and 
leven  churches.  God  threatens  to  punilh  his  people 
feven  times  fidr  their  tranfgreffions ;  and,  in  the  words 
we  have  been  confidering,  he  psomifes,  that  the  light 
of  the  fun  (hall  be  feven-fold,  at  once  pure  and  abun- 
dant.  ^I'he  time  in  which  this  prophecy  (hall  be 

accomptiihed,  is  thus  defcribed : 

In  the  day  that  the  Lord  bindeth  up^  &c.  The  words 
might  primarily  refer  to  fevetal  remarkable  periods, 
wherein  the  Jewi(h  people  were  greatly  hurt  and 
broken^  by  means  of  their  idolatry,  fuperftition,  hypo- 
crify,  and  other  enormous  crimes.  On  -account  of 
their  obftinate  rebellion  againft  Qod,  they  were  vifited 
by  many  fcyere  judgments,  by /which  terrible  breaches 
were  made  among  them ;  and  they  were  fo  deeply 
wounded,  that  their  condition  feemed  to  be  dan- 
gerous, and  to  threaten  the  diflblution  of  both  their 
church  and  ftate.    ,In  thefe  perilous  drcumftances, 

*  Iftiah  Ix.  19. 

be 
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he  who  faid  to  them,  I  am  the  Lord  that  healeth  you> 
was  gracioufly  pteafixl  to  bind  up  their  breach,  and 
to  heal  their  wound.  Amidft  their  muhiplied  provo* 
cations,  God,  who  faw  their  ways,  pitied  their  mife» 
vies,  healed  their  diftempers,  and  reftored  comforts  to 
them.    Thb  is  the  period  here  fixed,  for  the  fulfil- 

,ment  of  the. above  predi&ion;  which,  on  fuch  occa- 
fioas  as  that  now  mentioned  hath  been  in  fome  mea* 
fure  verified.  After  they  returned  from  captivity  to 
their  own  land,  the  Jbreach  and  ftfoke  they  had  re* 
ceived,  was  bound  up  and  healed«  They  beheld  their 
city  and  temple  agaiii  appearing  in  beauteous  majefty  ; 
they  were  admitt<^  into  the  courts  of  the  Lord's  houie; 
they  were  favoured  with  the  clear  increafing  light  of 
divine  inftrudion,  and  walked  up  and  down  in  the 
name  of  the  Lord  their  God.*-*— That  deliverance, 
however,  was  only  imperfeft  and  typical-;  and  its 
concomitants  can  hardly  be  faid  to  come  up  tOrthe 
accomplifhment  of  what  is  here  foretold.    The  pro- 

*  phecy  receives  its  completion,  in  the  kingdom  of  our 
Lord  Jefus  Chrift,  when  God  is  pleafed  to  heal  the 
breaches,  and  the  wounds,  to  which  fin  hath  givea 
rife.  In  fuch  happy  periods,  the  ipiritual  Hght,  dif« 
iufed  through  the  church,  as  much  tranfi:end&  that 
which  was  enjoyed  under  the  former  difpenfation,  as. 
the  light  of  the  fun  excels  the,  light  of  the  mooA. 
The  true  Sun  illuminates  them  with,  the  light  of  the 
knowledge  of  the  glory  of  God ;  he  enriches  thenk 
with  abundance  of  divine  gifts  and  graced,  and  caqfes 
them  to  rejoice  in, plenteous  profperity  and  felicity. 
To  this  pk^nt  profped,  the  predi&ions  of  all  the 
prophets  lead  forward  our  views  and  ezpedations. 
In  this  hope,  kt  us  frequently' and  fervently  pVky^ 
that  God,  who  is  £uthful,  may  accompUfh  the  nro- 
phecies  of  his  fervants,  anfwer  the  payers  of^his 

feople,.and  per^iprm  his  gloriolis  promifed  work, 
leavenly.  Father,  grant  us  the  bleffednefs  c:  them 
who  .believe,  that  there  fhall  be  a  performance  of 
^ofe  things  which  are  told  us  from  the  Lord.    Put  a. 
.     Yok.ll.  4U  Ipe^y 
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fpeedf  period  to  temptation^  to  fin  and  trouble: 
liaften  the  happy  time,  ivhen.all  the  kingdoms  of  this 
vprJd  (hall  become  the  kingdoms  of  our  Lord,  and 
his  Chriil ;  and  the  nations  of  them  that  are  fayed, 
ihall  be  glad  and  rejoice,  and  give  honour  to  thee. 
Extend,  we  befeech  thee,  mofl  mercifi^  Father,  the 
knowledge  of  the  revelations  of  thy  grace  unto  all  the 
inhabitants  of  the  world ;  a^d  grant,  that  finners, 
Teady  to  perifli,  may  be  effeduajly  enlightened  and 
faved,  by  him  whom  thou  haft  given  to  be  thy  falva* 
lion  to  all  the  ends  of  the  earth.  Let  the  praifes  of 
f  he  Lord  our  God  fill  heaven  and  earth !  may  they 
.occupy  the  hearts,  the  lips,  and  the  lives  of  all  thy 
people!  and  let  the  worfhipping  aflemblies  of  thy 
faints  (hew  forth  thy  righteoulhe^  and  falvation  all 
the  day !  O  Lord  God,  who  art  a  prefent  help  in 
time  of  trouble,  bind  up  the  breach  of  thy  people, 
heal  the  ftroke  of  their  wound  i  and  haften  the  glo- 
rious day,  when  the  church  univerfal  (hall  (hine  forth 
as  the  light  of  the  fun,  and  the  light  of  the  fun  (hall 
be  feven*fold.  And  let  all  the  people  fay.  Amen. 
Praife  ye  the  Lof d. 

^  27^  Behold,  the  name  of  the  Lord  cometh 
from  far,  burning  with  his  anger,  and  the  bur-< 
den  thereof  h  heavy ;  his  lips  are  full  of  indig- 
natiqn,  and  his  tongue  as  a  devouring  fire. 

.  We  now  proceed  brieflv  to  diicufs  the  laft  article 
of  the  dtfifourfe  contained  in  this  chapter,  which  treats 
of  the  awful  punifliment  to  be  inilided  upon  the  Af- 
fyrians,  and  the  important  confequences  wherewith 
that  event  was  to.be  accompanied.  Having  (hewn 
the  EphraiuHtes  the  folly,  and  vanity  of  the  project 
'they  had  formed,  of  calling  in  the  aid  of  the  Egyp- 
tians agamft  the  Afiyrians,  whilft.  the  true  God,  the 
Crod  of  their  fathers,  was  able  and  ready  to  defend, 
from  their  powerful  eatmies^  thofe  who  trufted  io 
I,  and  implored  his  prote£Hon  j  a  0riking  proof  of 

which 
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which  he  fets  before  them,  by  predi£dng  the  deftruc* 
lion  of  Sennacherib's  army— ^mving  foretold  the  dif- 
folution  of  the  Ifraelitifli  ftate  by  the  Aflyrians,  to 
encourage  the  upright  among  them  who  confided  in 
God,  and  to  (hew  that  thofe  who  opprefied  them  were 
not  to  pafs  unpuniflied ;  the  prophet  delineates,  with 
admirable  eloquence,  the  tremendous  judgment  to  be 
executed  upon  the  AfTyrians,  who  reprefented  the 
formidable  adverfaries  of  the  church,  that,  in  fubfe- 
quent  ages,  would  oppofe  and  diftrefs  them.  To  ren- 
der his  defcription  the  more  magnificent  and  interelb- 
mg,  the  Almighty  is  introduced  in  the  charaAer  of 
an  o£Fended  Prmce,  highly  difpleafed  at  fome  daring 
affronts  offered  to  hb  majdfty,  and  determined  to  Tin- 
dicate  his  injured  honour  and  glory. 

Behold  the  name  of  the  Lord^  &c.  Jehovah  is  here 
exhibited  going  forth  to  execute  righteous  vengeance, 
difcovering  fyniiptoms  of  indignation  and  contempt, 
which  were  to  be  poured  out  upon  a  haughty  cruel 

people. ^The  name  of  the  Lord  is  a  Hebraifm, 

which  denotes  the  Lord  himfelf.  It  is  often  uled  by 
the  writers  of  the  Old  Teftament :  of  this,  a  remark* 
able  inftance  occurs  in  the  animated  addrefs  of 'Mofea 
to  the  Ifraelites;  who  declared,  that  the  various  ca- 
lamities with  which  they  were,  thre^itened,  were  in* 
tended  to  induce  them  ^  to  fear  this  glorious  and 
^  fearful  name.  The  Lord  thy  God  */  In  this  iisnfe, 
the  expreffion  may  be  under ftood  here,  ^timating^ 
that  Jehovah  was  to  conciliate  glory  to  himfelf,  and 
to  render  his  name  great  and  renowned  among  the 
nations,  by  the  difplays  he  was  to  give  of  his  mercy, 
in  the  deliverance  of  his  diftreffed  people ;  and  of  Ins 
righteoufnefs,  in  the  deftrudion  of  their  enemies:  •  or, 
by  the  name  of  the  Lord,  may  be  meant,  the  angel, 
in  whom  is  the  name  of  the  Lord,  who  was  to  be  em- 
ployed in  executing  the  terrible  judgment  which,  is 
the  fubje£l  of  this  prophecy.    This  celeftial  meffen- 

•  f  Deut.  axviii.  j8« 
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ger  came  from  far^  even  from  heaved^  whence  the 
wrath  of  God  is  revealed  againft  all  uniighteoofsefii 
and  ungodlineft  of  men.  Perhaps,  the  words  Jhm 
Jar  may  relate  to  the  time  in  which  this  dreadful  ca* 
kmity  was  to  be  infli&ed ;  namely,  after  it  had  been 
long  delayed,  juftly  defended,  and  fmluently  foretold 
by  oar  prophet,  and  the  other  fervants  of  God,  even 
from  ancient  jiimes.        , 

Burning  with  bis  cnger.  The  wrath  of  the  Mod 
High  was,  on  this  occafion,  to  be  kindled,  and  to 
burn  as  fire  (  to  which  it  is  ofi^en  cotnpared  in  fcrip* 
ture,  that  it  might  ccmftime,  like  ftubble,  the  proud 
infulting  foes  of  his  kingdom.'*-'*^^m/  the  burden 
thereof  is  beavy^  Thefe  words  may  allude  to  the  fe* 
verity  of  the  puniihment  which  God  denounced 
againft  the  eiietnies  of  his  people*  His  wrath  was  not 
only  to  confume  them,  by  its  fcorching  heat ;  but  to 
h*ufh  them  to  pieces,  by  its  unfupportable  weight....^ 
In  allufion  to  what  takes  place  in  men,  when  they  are 
greatly  incenfed,  two  effects  of  God's  hot  difpleafure 
are  mentioned  in  the  next  words :  His  lifs  are  full  of 
indignation*  Anger  not  only  reddens  the  face,  and 
Quies  the  eyes  to  fparkle }  but  when  it  arrives  at  a 
great  height,  it  makes  the  lips  to  quiver*'--  jfhd Ins 
tongue  as  a  devouring  fire*  ^  The  wordt  fpoken  by  Uf 
fervantis  the  prophets,  were  to  be  like  fliarp  arrows  of 
the  mighty,  and.as  coals  of  juniper,  to  devour  the  xm» 
placable  enemies  of  his  heritage*  Unite  all  die  parts 
of  the  defaiption,  and  it  appears  truly  majeftic  and 
awful,  efpecially-  when  what  is  faid  in  the  following 
verfe  is  conne&ed  with  it.  ^ 

28  And  his  breath,  as  an  overflowing  flream, 

,  fhall  reach  to  the  midft  of  the  neck,  to  fift  the 

nations  with  the  fieve  of  vanity :  and  there  JbaU 

be  fi  bridle  in  the  jaws  of  the  people,  caufing 

then!  to  err. 

The 
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The  fubjeft  introduced  in  the  preceding, verfe,  is 

here  continued  and   amplified. ^The  breath  of 

God's  mouth  mav  denote,  the  predifkions  and  com* 
mands  delivered  (n  his  word ;  or  his  wrath,  and  the 
awfiil  judgments  which  are  its  direful  confequences, 
fometimes  intended  by  this  expreflion.  All  thofe  iig- 
nal  interpofitions  of  providence,  whereby  the  divine 
mercy  hath  been -magnified,  or  the  divine  righteouU^ 
nefii  deihonftrated,  are  to  be  afcribed  to  the  breath  of 
God's  mouth,  to  his  gracious  purpofe,  or  dread  dtf« 
pleaAire* "  To  (hew  the  powerful  efie&s  which  it  was 
to  produce,  it  is  elegantly  compared  to  an  overflow- 
ing ftream,  which  runs  with  great  force  and  r^pidtcy^ 
carrying  every  thing  along  with  it.  that  lies  in  the 
way»' '  To  point  out  its  mighty  infltience,  this 
ftream  ^if /if  reach  to  the  neck.  The  kingdom  oPAfly* 
ria  feems  here  to  be  compared  to  a  human  body : 
the  head  of  which  was  the  king ;  and  the  neck,  the 
princes,  nobles,  generals,  and  other  great  men,  in  the 
empire..  To  perfons  occupying  thefe  elevated  fta- 
tions,  and  pofieffihg  the  higheft  offices  in  the  ftate, 
the  threatened  calamities  were  to  reach.  This  beau- 
tiful figurative  expreffion  emphatically  reprefents,  the 
perfed  eafe  with  which  the  fo'retold  defolating  judg- 
ments were  to  be  inflifted,  and  the  powerful  extenfive 
eflfefls  wherewith  they  were  to  be  attended. 

To^ft  the  natitms  with  tbejieve  of  vanity*  A  fieve, 
you  luiow,  is  ufed  in  the  barn,  or  at  the  mill^  to  fe- 
^  parate  the  beft  from  the  word  and  lighted  parts  of 
the  grain,  which,  during  the  operation,  is  greatly  agi- 
tated, and  tofled  to  and  fro.  Vanity  fometimes  fig- 
nifies  in  fcripture,  a  thing  that  is  light,  or  of  little  or 
no  value,  which  cannot  yield  any  fubflantial  advan- 
tage ;  fuch  as  a  bubble  floating  upon  the  water,  or  a 
vapour  afcending  from  the  earth.  At  other  times,  it 
denotes,  that  which  is  falfe  and  deceitful,  and  is  not 
in  reality  what  it  appears  to  be ;  fuch  as  riches  and 
honours,  which  promife  great  things  that  they  cannot 
performt .  To  fift  the  nations  with  this  fieve^  to  win- 
now 
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now  th^m  with  this  van  of  emptinefs^  k  to  excite  among 
them  the  mod  violent  commotion,  to  daih  them  one 
againft  another,  (o  as  to  reduce  them  to  a  ftate  of  con-* 
fufion,  with  the  view  of  feparating  the  better  from  the 
worfe.  This  operation  being  performed  with  the 
fieve  of  vanity,  nothing  ufeful  was  to  remain  behind, 
but  all  was  to  come  to  nothing,  and  to  terminate  in 
difappointment.-^-^^^Farther,  to  iiluftn^  this  fubjed, 
another  metaphor  of  peculiar  excellence  is  introduced, 
taken  fr6m  the  common  practice  of  putting  bits  into 
the  horfes  mouths,  by  which  they  are  ^ly  com^ 
manded  and  direded.  In  allufion  to  this  well-known 
cuftomf  it  is  foretold.  There  Jball  be  a  bridle  in  the 
jawt  of  the  people.  The  fame  figure  is  ufed,  chap* 
XXX vii.  29:  of  this  j)rophecy,  in  rdatidn  to  the  lame 
fubjeft,  where  God  faith,  concerning  Sennacherib,  *  I 
*  will  put  my  hook  into  his  nofe,  and  my  bridle  into 
^  his  jaws/  The  exprelfion  imports,  that  the  AL> 
mighty  would  lay  fuch  reftraints  uppn  the  people, 
and  fo  dire&  their  motions,  that  they  were  certamly 
to  execute  the  deiigns  he  had  in  view  to  accom- 

plifli. ^The  extraordinary  purpofe  which  thb  bridle 

was  to  ferve,  is  next  mentioned  in  thefe  fiirprifing 
words,  cau/ing  them  to  em  Bridles  are  put  on  horfes 
and  mules,  not  to  make  them  go  out  of  the  wiay,  but 
to  keep  them  in  it.  In  the  inftance  before  us,  the  re- 
Itraining  power  of  God  was  to  be  exerted  for  prevent- 
ing the  kmg  of  Afiyria,  and  his  vaft  army,  mm  de- 
ftroying  Jeruialem,  and  making  them  defift  from  the 
hoftile  defigns  they  had  formed  againft.it.  In  this 
manner  did  the  Moft  High  caufe  the  enraged  enemies 
of  his  people  to  deviate  from  the  wicked  purpofe  they 
had  in  view,  and  fo  effie&ually  difconcerted  the 
fchemes  tbey  had  proje&ed. 

29  Ye  (hall  have  a  fong  as  in  the  night,  wben 
a  holy  folemnity  irf  kept ;  and  gladnefs  of  hearty 
as  when  one  goeth  with  a  jpips  to  come  into  the 

mountain 
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mountain  of  the  LoRl),  to  the  mighty  One 
of  Ifrael. 

Thefe  words  beautifully  delcribe  the  exultation 
and  joy  which  were  to  be  exprefled  by  the  Jewiih 
church,  on  their  deliverance  from  the  *oppreifive 
power  of  Aflyria,  which  threatened  their  deftruftion. 
Ye  to  whom  God  hath  been  gracious,  who  have 
waited  for  him,  who  have  cad  away  your  idols,  and 
devoted  yourfelves  to  his  fervice,  whofe  breach  the 
Lord  hath  bound  up,  and  whofe  wound  he  halh 
healed*«-ye  fhall  have  a  fong :  ample  ground  (hall  be 
afforded  you  of  joy  and  praife,  which  ye  ihall  grate-^ 
fully  exprefs  in  hymns  of  triumph,  wherein  ye  ihall 
celebrate  the  praifes  of  your  great  Deliverer,  and  tKe 
happinefs  of  your  condition.  The. heart- felt  joy  ex- 
cited by  fome  wonderful  unexpe£i:ed  interpoiition  of 
providence,  cannot  eafily  be  confined  to  inward  emo* 
tions,  but  burfts  forth  in  fongs,  and  in  other  expref- 
fions  of  gladnefs.  The  Ifraelites,  wh^n  delivered 
from  bondage,  in  Egypt,  when  refipued  from  the  op^ 
preffion  of  the  Canaanites,  apd  on  other  occafions, 
teftified  their  joy  in  fongs  of  gratulation  and  tri- 
umph. In  like  manner,  the  Jewifh  people  were  to 
have  a  fong,  on  account  of  their  being  miraculoully 
faved  from  the  opprefBve  power  of  Afiyria. 

jts  in  the  nighty  &c.  Thefe  words  feem  to  have  an 
obvious  reference  to  one  or  other  of  the  facred  fefti- 
vals,  inftituted  under  the  former  difpenfation.  Among 
thefe,  there  were  three  required  to  be  kept  with  pe- 
culiar folemnity  and  joy  \  namely,  the  feaft  of  the 
paflbver,  of  pentecoft,  and  of  tabernacles.  Of  all 
the  feafts,  the  paiTover  was  the  firft,  and  the  mofl: 
(blemn,  having  been  appointed  to  con^memorate  the 
wonderful  prefervation  of  the  firft-born  of  ifrael, 
when  the  firft-born  of  the  Egyptians  were  il^in ;  and 
thc^r  exit  of  that  people  from  under  the  hand  of  their 
op^reflbrs.  It  is  therefore  called,  in  way  of  emi- 
nence, the  feaft,  and  the  feaft  of  the  pafTover,  both 

in 
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in  the  Old  and  New  Teftament.  The  pofteritjr  of 
Ifrael  were  enjoined  to  obferve  this  feftival  jat  night, 
as  we  learn  from  its  ii^ftituiion  *•  From  the  nature 
and  defign  c^  this  folemnity^  it  is  evident,  that  the 
joy  of  the  Ifraelites  muft  have  been  very  great  at  that 
feafon,  n^en,  in  pfalms  and  hymns,  they  celebrated 
the  praifes  of  Qod,  who  faved  them  from  the  handa 
of  their  cruel  tafk-mafters.  In  the  verfe  before  us, 
God,  by  our  prophet,  gracioufly  aflures  the  inhabit- 
ants of  Judea.,  that  they  were  to  have  (imilar  reafons 
to  fmg  his  praife,  for  delivering  them  from  the  ty- 
ranny of  A0yria.  Some  learned  men  have  affirmed, 
that  the  feventy-fixth  pfalm  was  the  fong  which  was 
fung  <}|i  this  memorable  occafion.  Indeed,  it  well 
accord$  with  the  circumftances  of  that  great  fevent^ 
and  is  admirably  adapted  to  that  very  extraordinary 
interpofition  of  divine  providence,  which  is  the  fub- 

jeft  of  this  prophecy. Blefled  be  Ood«  we  alfo, 

my  brethren,  have  our  holy  folemnities,  which  ought 
to  be  kept  with  gladnefs  of  heart.  We  have  the  Sab- 
bath, tha  Lord's  day,  inftituted  by  the  command,  the 
example,  and  blefling  of  God,  which  hath  been  ho- 
noured by  the  refyrre^ion  of  Jefus  Chrift  from  the 
dead,  by  the  effufioh  of  the  Holy  Ghoft  at  pentecoil„ 
and  many  fubfequent  teftimonies  of  the 'divine  pre- 
fence.  Chrift,  our  PalTover,  is  facrificed  for  us ;  and 
therefore  we  ought  to  keep  our  great  gofpel-folemnity, 
not  only  with  nncerity  and  truth,  but  with  thankf- 
giving  and  praife.  This  is  the  day  which  the  Lord 
hath  made,  we  will  be  glad  and  rejoice :  we  will  not 
only  reft  from  our  worldly  employments^  and  recrea- 
tions ;  but  we  will  folemnize  it,  by'  uniting  fervent 
fupplications  with  grateful  thankfgivings,  by  reading 
the  fcriptures,  by  alms-giving ;  and  attending  divine 
ordinances,  fuch  as  the  Lord's  fupper,  and  the  mini- 
ftry  of  the  gofpel. 

And  gladnefs  of  hearty  as  when^  &c.     Another 
beautiful  emblem  is  employed,  to  reprefent  the  very 


*  See  £xod.  zii.  42. 
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great  joy  which  was  to  be  diffufed  among  the  JewiJDi 
people^  by  the  righteous  vengeance  which  God  exe* 
cuted  upon  their  enemies.  Under  the  former  difped^ 
fation,  the;  Ifraelites  Vere -exceeding  joyfiil  when  diey 
afcended  mount  Zion,  to  the  houfe  of  the  Lord  ( 
efpecially  at  certain  fclemn  feafons,  wiien  they  con« 
,  yened  for  the  ezprefs  purpofe  of  rejoicing  before  the 
Lord  their  God.  On  fuch-  occafions,  they  went  up 
with  delight  the  facred  mountain,  on  which  ftood  tht 
temple  of  Jehovah ;  who,  in  the  following  words,  is 
called  the  mighty  One,  or  the  Rock  of  Ifrael.  In 
joyful  proceiGons,  preceded  by  pfalteries,  tabrets, 
pipes,  and  harps,  they  approached  his  holy  habitation^ 
that  they  might  prefent  before  him  their  gifts  and  of- 
ferings in  the  manner  he  required.  Hence  the  invi- 
tation of  the  royal  poet,  ^  Serve  the  Lord  with  glad* 
^  nefs,  and  come  before  his  prefence  with  finging  *•' 
Recolle&ing,  in  foiitude,  his  own  experience,  he  fays, 
'  He  went  with  the  multitude  that  kept  holy-day,  to 
*  the  houfe  of  God,  with  the  v&ice  of  joy  and  praiie/ 
The  gladnefe  of  heart  felt  by  the  inhabitants  of  Judea, 
at  the  time  to  which  this  prophecy  refers,  was  to  re« 
iemble  the  joy  which  they  expre&ed  in  feafons  pf 
peculiar  feftivity^  when  it  arrived  at  the  greateft 
height. The  reafon  is  fubjoined  in  th6  next  verfe. 

30  And  the  Lord  fhall  caufe  his  glorious 
voice  to  be  heard,  and  (hall  fhew  the  lighting 
down  of  his  arm,  with  the  indignation  of  his 
anger,  and  with  the  flame  of  a  devouring  fire, 
with  fcattering,  and  temped,  and  hailftones. 

Our  prophet  now  foretels,  that  Jehovah  was  to 
appear  in  the  glory  of  his  majefty,  and  in  the  terrors 
of  his  wrath.  The  defcription  is  truly  fublime,  exhi* 
biting  great  obje&s  with  a  magnificient  difplay  of  ima* 
gery  and  di£Uon ;  exprefling  ideas  at  once  with  ^t^ 

•FftL&t, 

Voi.  il.  4X'  fpicui 
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fpicuity  and  elevation,  that  they  might  ftrike  more 

forcibly  upon  the  mind. ^The  glorious  voice  of 

God  may  denote,  the  thunder  of  his  power,  the  voice 
of  his  excellency,  which  none  can  uhderftand.  Of 
this  voice,  which  is  truly  glorious,  the  pfalmift  gives 
a  fplendid  reprefentation  in  Pfal.  xxix ;  where  he  fays, 
it  rends,  (hakes,  penetrates,  melts,  and  breaks  the  ob- 
je&s  to  which  it  reaches.  The  thunder  may  be  calU 
ed  the  voice  of  Ood ;  becaufe  it  proceeds  from  him, 
is  indeed  tremendous,  and  affords  an .  awful  4irplay  of 
his  majefty,  power,  and'  glory.  Not  only  was  the 
Lord  to  make  his  voice  to  be  heard,  but  he  was  alfo 
to  Jhew  the  lighting  dtwn  of  bis  arm.  In  allufion  to 
the  arm  of  man,  by  which  he  exerts  his  ftrength,  and 
performs  the  greateft  achievements,  to  affift  our  feeble 
appreheniions  of  the  divine  power,  the  fcriptures  fpeak 
of  the  arm  of  the  Lord,  by  which  he  difplays  his  om« 
nipotence,  not  only  in  proteding,  delivering,  and  af** 
iifting  his  people,  but  in  overthrowing  their  enemies. 
Of  his  holy  arm,  Jehovah -was  to  mew  the  lighting 
down.  His  avenging  power  was  to  -accomplifli  the 
moft  aftbniihing  effects,  when  it  laid  hold  on  the 
people  of  his  wrath,  and  made  them  feel  tlie  direful 
coniequences  6f  his  dread  difpleafure;*'-— >^//ifr  the  in^ 
dignaittm  of  his  anger.  In  accommodation  to  the 
weaknefs  of  the  human  underftanding,  Ifaiah,  fpeak- 
ing  of  Jehovah,  afcribes  to  him  thofe  a£kions  and  paf* 
fions  that  cannot  in  a  literal  fenfe  be  applied  to 
him ;  but  which  lead  the  mind  to  inveftigate  thofe 
operations  and  qualities  whiqh  belong  to  him,  that 
are  analogous  to  the  images  he  employs.  Though 
anger  is  not  in  God^  a  turbulent  uneafy  paiSon  as  in 
man  ;*  yet  indignation  and  wrath  are  attributed  to 
him,  when  he  a£ls  in  fome  meafure  as  men  that  are 
highly  difpleafed.  The  ^xpreffion  under  confid^- 
tion,  imports,  that,  in  fulfilling  this  predidion,  &e 
Almighty  was  to  vex,  in  his  ibot  difpleafure,  tht)fe 
who  had  infulted  and  provoked  his  majefty,  and  to 
diftribnte  forrows  to  them  in  his  wrath,    Then^  as 

-  fittd 
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jaid  the  prophet  Ezekiel,  ^  his  anger  (hall  be  accom- 

*  pliflied,  and  he  will  caufe  his  fury  to  reft  upon 

*  them  */  ■  A  ftriking  defcription  is  next  given  of 
the  dreadful  concomitaats  of  the  divine  difpleafure. 
It  was  to  be  attended  with 

The  flame  ef  a  devouring  fir^*  The  words  may  be 
vnderftood  literally,  figni^mg  the  terrible  flafhes  of 
lightning  Which  were  to  accompany  the  execution  of 
the  awful  judgments  here  threatened,  and  to  be  the 
means  of  confuming  the  haughty  adverfaries  of  the 
kingdom  of  God :  pr  they  may  be  interpreted  figura*- 
tively,  denoting  the  dreadful  judgments  which  were 
to  be  infiided  upon  the  AfTyrians,  at  the  time  refer- 
red to.  Like  the  flames  of  devouring  fire,  they  were 
to  break  forth  fuddenly  and  unexpededly,  and  to 
fpread  with  amazing  rapidity,  confuming  all  that 
came  within  their  reach.  Adopt  either  of  the  expo- 
fitions  that  you  thinly  beft,  and  moft  fuited  to  the  con« 
nedion  and  defign  of  the  prophecy,—— FT/'/A  fcaiier^ 
i^Zi  probably  the  eSed  of  a  prodigious  ftormy  wind, 
that  difperfed  and  carried  ay^ay  every  thing  moveable 
upon  which  it  lighted.— -^-^^/i^  with  tempeji :  which 
may  either  fignify,  a  violent  commotion  in  the  air, 
accompaiiied  with  a  fierce  flormy  wind ;  fome  fudden 
impetuous  irrefiftible  calamity,  or  a  combination  pf 
defolating  judgments.— ^if;;^  hailftones^  from  thofe 
treafures  which  God  hath  refei:ved  againft  the  time  of 
trouble,  againft  the  day  of  battle  and  war,  when  he 
fometimes  ihowers  them  down  of  a  large  fize,  in  vaft 
quantities.  The  army  of  the  five  con^derate  kings, 
which  were  difcomfited  in  the  days  of  Jofhua,  fuffered 
much  more  from  the  great  hailflones  that  fell  upon 
them,  than  from  the  fword  of  the  Ifraelites  f .  Of 
this  fort,  were  the  hailftones  by  which  the  army  of 
the  proud  Aifyrian  monarch  was  in  part  to  be  over^ 

thrown. O  Lord,  how  great  are  thy  works !  hov 

unfearchable  are  thy  judgments !  We  contemplate  the 

*  Ezek.  ▼.  13.  t  Sec  Jofhua  z.  XK 
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dperadon  of  thy  omnipMent  arm,  not  only  in  the  im- 
tnealurable  expanfe  of  heaven,  and  in  this  well-fiir. 
Bifhed  world ;  biit  in  the  wind^  the  rain,  die  hail,  the 
thunder,  the  lightning,  and  the  tempeft,  which  thou 
fendeft  upon  fome  places,  to  execute  thofe  purpdes 
of  mercy,  or  righteoufiiefs,  which  thou  haft  in  view 
to  accompli(h«  O  Lord !  be  not  a  terror  to  us  in  thi 
day  of  evil*  ^  , 

31  For  through  the  voice  of  the- Lord  (hail 
the  Affyrian  be  beaten  down,  which  fmote  with 
arod« 

Though  the  deftrudion  of  the  Affyruns  was  to  be 
executed  by  the  miniftry  of  an  angel,  yet  it  was  not 
to  be  accomplifhed  in  profound  filence ;  it  was  to  be 
accompanied  with  an  amazing  tempeft»  with  ^bunder, 
lightning,  and  hail ;  at  leaft,  with  iuch  confuHon  and 
terror  as  is  excited  by  fome  dreadful  hurricane. 
There  feems  to  be  an  allufion,  in  this  verfe,  to  the 
defolation  produced  by  the  thunder  of  God*s  power, 
which  beats  down  all  that  (lands  in  its  way,  and  does 
ipreat  things  that  we  cannot  comprehend.  By  this 
tremendous  voice  of  Jehovah^  the  AfTyrians,  who 
liad  fmitten  with  a  rod,  and  feverely  punifhed  the 
people  of  God  for  their  fins,  .were  to  be  laid  proftriite 
on  the  ground.—- Indelible  imp^effions  of  the  ma- 
jefty,  power,  and  glory  of  God,  may  be  difcemed, 
not  only  in  the  creatures  he  hath  made,  but  in  the 
diipenfations  of  his  providence,  which  we  never  con« 
template  aright,  unlefs  we  fee  God  in  them.    A  nice 

J^udge  looks  with  a  critical  eye  on  a  fine  piQure,  not  * 
0  much  to  obferve  the  different  (hades  in  the  colour- 
ing, as  to  difcover  the  exqui(ite  (kill  of  the  painter, 
that j  in*  the  beauty  of  the  workman(hip,  he  may  ad- 
mire the  abilities,  and  read  the  name  of  the  artift. 
Thus  ought  we,  my  brethren,  to  behold  the  wonder^ 
All  works  of  the  Moft  High,  and  particuhrly  his 
^works;of  judgment^  which  are  admirably  acdjufted  in 
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all  their  circumftances ;  and  clearly  announce  his 
name,  and  his  voice,  froin  whence  they  jnroceed. 

32  And  in  every  place  where  tKe  grounded 
ftaff  (hail  pafs,  which  the  Lord  (hall  lay  upon 
him,  it  fhall  he  with  tabrets  and  harps :  and  m 
battles  of  (baking  will  he  fight  w^lth  it 

Thefe  words  feem  deiigned  to  confirm  and  itiuftratc 
the  cenaihty  of  the  divine  judgment,  which  was  to 
be  executed  upon  the  proud  adverfaries  of  God's 
people.  The  king  of  Affyria,  with  his  army,  was 
the  grounded  ftaff,  or  the  rod  of  corredion,  as  the 
Hebrew  word  fignifies,  intended  in  this  ptedidion ; 
of  whom  the  prophet  Habakkuk  thus  fpeaks :  *  O 
^  Lord,  thou  baft  ordained  them  for  judgment;  and, 
^  O  mighty  God,  thou  haft  founded  them  for  cor^ 
•  re6Hoh*/  The  Aflyrian  empire  was  the  rod  or 
ftaiF  wherewith  God  correded  the  nanons,  and  par* 
ticularly  his  own  pepple ;  the  inftrument  whereby  he 
inflifled  righteous  judgment  ppon  them  for  their 

fins. In  every  place  in  the  land  of  Canaan, 

through  which  this  ftaff,  the  Aflyrian  monarch  and 
his  army,  pafled,  /.  e.  had  occupied  and  defolated^- 
^bicb  the  Lordjhall  lay  upon  him;  L  e.  tipon  which 
place  the  Lord  fhall  caufe  his  rod  of  correflion  to 
reft,  according  to  the  marginal  reading ;  it,  the  rod 
of  ftaff^  fhall  pafs  away  with  tabrets  and.  harps.  The 
metaphor  is  taken  from  oxen  put  into  the  yoke,  or 
beafts  of  burden  which  carry  heavy  loads,  that  are 
goaded  and  ftruck  with  a  rod,,  by  ihofe  who  have  the 
'management  of  them.  In  a  condition  fimilar  to  thefe 
animals,  were  the  people  reduced  to  fervitude  by  the 
Aflyrians,  who  greatly  diftreffed  them  by  heavy 
taxes,  oppreffive  ediSs,  and  fervile  labours.  "All  thofe 
places  which  were  ftill  inhabited,  that  had  felt  the 
ogpreflive  weight  of  this  ground^  ftaff^  after  their 

•   •  Hab.  i.  i2« 
.  miraculous^ 
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,  miraculous  deliverance  from  the  power  of  an'  infirit^ 
ing  foe,  by  the  flaughcer  of  the  Aflyrian  army,  were 
to  celebrate  this  great  event  with  the  inftruments  of 
mufic  v^hich  were  then  in  ufe^  And  in  battles  of 
Jhaking  will  h^  Jigbt  with  it.  Thofe  places  in  Judea, 
'ivhich  had  been  fpoiled  ahd  defolated,  were  greatly 
to  rejoice,  when  the  remains  of  the  vaft  Afiyrian 
army  paifed  s^ng ;  becaufe  Ood  himfelf  had, 
from  heaven,  fought  agaiafl  their  enemies,  and  by 
his  ftrong  hand,  and  ftretched-out  a^m,  had  ffaaken 
and  torn  them  to  pieces.  The  thunder,  lightning, 
and  hail,  with  other  plagues,  (truck  them  with  terror, 
made  them  tremble  and  ihake,  whilft  they  were  en- 
tirely defeated,  and  /all  their  hoAile  defigns  difcon- 
certed.  Sennacherib,  having  confpired  againft  the 
J^wifh  people,  and  taken  the  defenced  cities  of  judah, 
laid  fiege  to  Jerufalem,  fully  determined  to  fpoil  and 
deflrroy  that  city :  but  almighty  ^od  was  pleafed  to 
frullrate  his  purpofe,  to  fight  againft  his  army  in 
battles  of  fhaking,  to  humble  that  haughty  monarch, 
and  to  cut  down  the  thickets  of  his  foreft.— — The 
judgments  of  God  are  a  great  deep,  which  we  can- 
not explore.  We  are  unable  to  explain  their  nature^ 
to  inveftigate  the  caufes  of  their  fuddennefs  and  fever 
rity,  of  their  frequency,  extent,  and  continuance. 
Thefe  fubjefts,  which  far  tranfcend  the  moft  pene- 
trating underftanding,  we  ought  to  ccntemplat,e  with 
awe,  veneration,  and  profound  fiibmiflion,  deeply  fen- 
fible,  that,  in  this  manner,  it  is  our  indifpenfable 
duty  to  give  glory  to  the  Lord  our  God. 

33  For"  Tophet  //  ordained  of  old ;  yea,  for 
the  king  it  is  prepared :  he  hath  made  it  deep 
and  large :  the  pile  thereof  is  fire  and  much 
wood  ;  the  breath  of  the  Lord,  like  a  flream  of 
brimflone,  doth  kindle  it. » 

This  verfe,  which  concludes  the  fubtje£k  of  which 
our  prophet  hath  been  treating,  contains  an  important 

argument 
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argument  whereby  the  foregoing  predi£Uons  are  e(ta« 
blifhed,  and  a  forcible  delcriptipn  of  their  entire  com* 
pletipn/  Confidering  the  words  in  relation  to  the 
AiTyrians,  to  whom  tdey  primarily  referred,  they 
mud  be  literally  explained :  viewing  them  as  having 
refped  to  the  inveterate  enemies  and  perfecutors  of 
the  church  of  .God  in*ev^ry  age,  to  them  they  may 
be  figuratively  applied.  I^eC  us  (hortly  confider  them 
in  both  fenfes.*-- — ^The  Hebrew  word  Tophet  (igni* 
fies,  fucfa  a  martial  inllrument  as  we  call  a  Drum. 
It  was  the  name  of  a  valley,  fituated  near  to  the  city 
jfcrufalem,  en  the  fouth-eaft ;  which  was  alfo  called,, 
the  Valley^of  Hinnoni.  In  this  place,  the  Canaanites, 
and  afterward  the  Ifraelites,  notwithftanding  they 
were  ftridly  prohibited,  facrificed  their  children, 
burning  them  in  the  fire,  in  honour  of  the  idol 
named  Moloch.  It  was  a  hollow  image,  made  of 
brafs,  placed  in  this  valley,  into  which  its  votaries 
having  put  fire,  they  threw  in  the  children  alive, 
that^  were  offered  to  this  idol.  To  prevent  thdr  la- 
mentable (hrieks  and  cries  from  beii^g  heard,  perfon^ 
were  appointed  to  beat  upon  drums,  or  inftruments 
fomewhat  fimilar  to  them.  Hence  it  had  the  name 
of  Tophet.  Several  things  are  related  concerning 
this  infamous  place  in  the  Old  Teftament,  which 
(hew,  tliat  it  exhibited  a  ftriking  emblem  of  the' 
place  of  torment,  the  lake  of  fire  and  brimflone^ 
MT^erein  the  wicked  are  punifhed.  Situated  without 
the  walls  of  Jerufalem,  it  wa"^  dedined  to  be  the 
theatre  on  which  the  moft  excruciating  anguifh  was 
fuffered :  the  mod  bitter  fcreams  of  the  tortured 
children  were  every  where  heard.  ^  In  thefe,  and  in 
other  refpeds,  it  afforded  an  affecting  reprefentatibn 
of  the  infernal  regions,  which  are  feparated  froni  the 
New  Jerufalem  by  an  impaffable  gulf;  where  the 
worm  dieth  not,  and  the  fire  is  not  quenched ;  where 
the  voice  of  their  torment  afcendeth  up  for  ever  and 
ever,  who  worfhipu  the  bead  and  his  image.  It  is 
therefore  ufed  for  a  place  of  punifliment  by  fire. 

Topbei 
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Tofhei  h  ordaitied  o/okL  It  vraiA  appointed  aad  ap- 
propriated by  the  mod  High,  to  whom  all  hU  works 
are  known  from  the  beginning,  to  be  the  place 
wherein  the  moft  awful  divine  judgments  were  to  be 
executed  upcHi  the  avowed  implacable  enemies  of  the 
church.  This  ordination  is  affirmed  to  have  been  of 
did,  in  the  counfels  of  God,  which  are  from  everlaft- 
Sng:  or,  as  the  word,  in  the  original  language,  figni- 
fies,  from  ye(lerday«  ^  The  expreflion,  when  applied 
to  any  divine  conftitution,  miift  be  imderftood  in  a 
figurative  fenfe,  denoting  that  period,  long  ago  elapf- 
f  d,  when  God  fettled  the  mountains,  and  formed  the 
valleys,  which,  to  him,  is. as  yefterday. — j — Tea^for 
the  king  it  is  prepared.  The  literal  Tophet  was  fo  or« 
dered  and  dupofed,  by  infimte  wildom  and  power,  as 
.to. form  a  proper  convMient  place  for  the  deftrudion 
of  the  vaft  army  c^  the  gr^t  king  of  Aflyria.  Hie 
allegorical  Tophet  is  alfo  prepared,  by  the  fame  om- 
nipotent righteous  Lord^  for  thrkine,  the  priiKe  of 
thts  world,  the  chief  and  leader  of  the  powers  of 
darknefs,  with  all  his  fubjeds,  who  are  led  captive  by 
him  at  hisr  pleafure.  C>ur  blefled  Saviour  therefore, 
defcrii>ing  the  procefs  of  theiinal  judgment,  declares, 
that  he  will  &y  to  them  on  his  left  hand,  ^  Depart 
*  from  me,  ye  curfed,  into  everlafting  fire,  prepared 
^  for  the  devil  and  fiis  angels  *.''  m  bath  made  it 
dtep  and  targe.  So  extenfive  were  the  dimenfions  of 
the  valley  ot  Tophet,  that  it  was  admirably  fuited  to 
the  accomplifhment  of  the  awful  purpofe  to  which,  at 
the  time  referred  to,  it  ftould  prove  fuhfervient.  The 
Tophet  prefigured  by  it,  is  nude  fufficiently  capacious, 
not  only  to  contain'  the  king  and  head  of  the  apoftafy 
from  God,  but  all  the  nations  of  them  that  forget  the 
Lord,  and  yield  chden  fubjedion  to  the  prince  of  the 
power  of  the  air. 

-  The  pile  thereof  is  fire  and  much  vfood.  Vaft  quand- 
ties  of  timber  n^ft  have  been  coUe&ed  into  the  valley 

^  Matth.  sxvt  4t% 
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of  Tophet,  for  the  horrid  purpofe  of  coDfiimiiig  the 
immenfe  number  of  human  facrifices  which  were 
there  offered  to  Moloch.  The  fire  tnd  much  wood^ 
burnt  in  that  place,  might  reprefent,  the  dreadfiil  im 
gredients  which  conftitute  the  complicated  mifery  of 
thofe  who  fhall  be  tormented  in  the  prefence  of  the 
holy  angek,  and  in  the  prefence  of  the  Lamb.  It  may 
be  inquired.  How  could  the  large  piles  of  combufUble 
materials  be  kindled?  The  suofwer  is  given  in  the 
next  words:  The  bnatb  of  the  Lord^  like  aftream  of 
hrimjione^  dctb  kindle  it.  Notwithfhmding  numbers 
of  people  were  doubtlefs  employed  in  fetting  on  fire 
the  large  piles  of  wood  which  burnt  in  the  valley  of 
Tophet,  yet  the  word  of  God,  accompanied  with  his 
almighty  power,  gave  fecret  efficacy,  and  certain  fuc- 
cefs  to  their  operations,  that  they  might  accomplifh 
his  righteous  judgments.  With  refpe£t  to  the  other 
Tophet,  of  which  it  was  the  figure,  the  wrath  of  Je- 
hovah, here  compared  to  liquid  brimftone,  e^eAually 
kindles  the  unquenchable  fire^  whereby  the  wicked 
fliall  be  tormented ;  who,  in  the  words  of  Jefus 
Chrifl,  *  fliall  be  caft  into  a  furnace  of  fire ;  there 

*  ihall  be  wailing  and  gnaihing  of  teeth  *.' 

This  momentous  and  interefliiig  truth  ought  not 
to  be  fuperficiallv  difcufTed,  or  flightly  pafled  over, 
left,  by  treating  it  in  this  manner,  it  fail  to  operate 
thofe  extenfive  falutary  effeds,  on  our  temper  and 
cpndud,  which  it  is  intended  to  produce.  I  will  not, 
however,  enlarge  at  prefent,  lefl  your  attention,  which 
hath  been  arrefled  by  this  awfuLfubje£t,  may  relax, 
and  fo  the  impreflion  if  is  fuited  to  convey,  become 
faint  and  conmfed.  I  therefore  conclude  tliis  Ledure 

more  abruptly  than  I  could  have  wifhed. ^  The 

^  Lord  hath  made^all  things  for  himfelf ;  yea,  even 

*  the  wicked  for  the  day  of  evil  f  .*  An  eTTcellent  He- 
brew fcholar  remarks,  that  the  original  words  might 
be  properly  tranllated,  ^*  The  Lord  hath  made  every 

*  Matth.  liiu  42.  t  Fn)Y.  XVI.  4. 
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*^  thing  for  that  vrhich  conefponds  to  it ;  even  the 
^'  wicked  for  the  day  of  evil :"  and  what  is  more  foit-^' 
ed  to  a  wicked  man,  than  aa  evil  day.  Doth  not  af- 
fronted mayefty,  and  impartial  juftice,  require,  that 
thofe  who  perverfely  endeavour  to  counterad  the  de- 
fign  of  infinite  wifdom  in  their  formation,  fhould  feel 
the  eiFeds  of  almighty  power  in  their  punilfament? 
Would  you  then  happily  avoid  the  dreadful  doom  of 
the  enemies  of  God?  flee  from  the  wrath  to  come, 
forfake  your  evil  ways,  and  betake  yourfelves  to  the 
hope  fet  before  you.  In  the  plenitude  of  pureft  com« 
paflion,  and  with  bowels  of  the  tendereft  love,  the 
great  6od^  whom  ydu  have  offended,  entreats  you  to 
efeape  from  the  terrible  miferies  that  are  coming  on 
the  workers  of  iniquity.  ^  As  I  live,  faith  the  Lord 
God,  I  have  no  plodiire  in  the  death  of  the  wic- 
ked— ^turn  ye,  turn  ye,  from  your  evil  ways ;  for 

why  will  ye  die^  O  houfe  of  Ifrael  •  ? The  Lord 

blefs  thee,  and  keep  thee :  the  Lord  make  his  face 
(bine  upon  thee,  and  be  gracious  unto  thee :  the 
Lord  Jift  up  his  countenance  upon  thee,  and  ^ve 
thee  peace  f  •' 


*  Ezek.  xxxiii.  ii. 


f  Numb.  vi.  24,  25,  26. 
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